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Yilt0t)t C't't0tr1
77
.,, rrE Juws have been collecting and

recording the sayings and debates of
their teachers, scholars and philosophers

for almost 3,000 years. 'We find thenr

in the Bible as well as in the Talmud -
virtual libraries (there are two Taln.ruds)

of commehtary on religion, law.
philosophy arrd ethics that took 1,200
years to compile.

I have quoted &om various books of
the Bible and the Talmud as well as

from the writings of rabbis, such as

Hillel, Mairnonides and Ben Syra, who
to Jews are famous. I have also quoted

from Jewish folklore - both the

chasidic (ultra orthodox) and the

secular, the ancient and the rnodern.

Bud
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TheJervish irnagination is highly
influenced bv suflering and is often the

product of the ghetto, so its humour is

often wry and ironical.

For balanc,' I have included quotes

from assimilaredJews, some of then-t

renegades anrl apostates. Proust, for
exanrple, was not raised as aJew but, due

to his origins, is often regarded asJewish.

I would have included quotes ofconverts
too, had I kncwn ofany who had written
or said sometlring worth recording. No
doubt many inve, and the Midrash says

that a convert is dearer to God than a

pcrson born i rto thc religion.
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MAIr I l\ Hortl:

\l

Although in such a small book space

is limited, I feel I have managed to
quote from all sections ofJewish liG -
rich and poor, the scholarly and the

unlettered. the fhnous and the obscure

- which I believe have contributed to
the enrichment of our civiiization. By
doing so, I intend to show that wisdonr

t onres rn all shapes and gtrises.
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;7'/ttt punsutt o[knowledge lor its own
sake, an almost fanatical love ofjustice, and

the desire fbr personal independence -
these are the Gatures of theJewish

tradition which rrrakes me thank my stars

that I belong to it.

ALBErrr ElNsrErN

Jruoa AI\E three impudent crearures:

among beasts, the dog; among birds, the
cock; among people, Israel. But Rabbi
Ammi added: 'Do not consider this as

blame; it is praise, for to be aJew means ro
be ready to be rnarryred.'

MIDrrRsn: Etodus Robbah 42:9



_lr\\r'ilWr\t)()Nl

7nr Lorr.r> bless thee and keep thee;
The Lord make his face shine upon thee,

and be gracious unto thee.
The Lord lift up his countenance upon

thee arLd give thee peace.

THE Llo()K ()F NTiMBERS 6:24-26

I
Bu ,roa your sin will find you out.

NUMrlEl{s 32:23

I
:-T
./HEt{E AItt two rypes of rrren: one

who is first rat,,', and fate made him last;

the other, whr should be last, and fate

put hirrl first.

M()sus Illri Ezr{A: .S/rirdr Yi.iro.1
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the salt of riches.

:-1, I
5^r, .,rt.u, do much, and receive all

men with a cheerful countenance.

TALMUD: Pirfu Abot

n
J,HE HATRED of other men destrovs

your own soul.

Sr,vrN<;s or rne Farnrrs 2:15

I
1 EEI) MAKES people better; luck

nrakes thern worsc.

HEut\Ew Pl\ovEI{u

CttnstDIr; snytu<:
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7ru ou^o o.: the Lord is the beginning
of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom

ar rd instruction.

Mt' son. hear t rc instruction of thv tither,
lnd forslke riJt the law ofthv nrother:

For thcv sh:rll be an om:lnlent of grace

unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.

W-isdonr cricth rvithout; she uttereth her

voice in the streets:

She crieth in the chiefplace ofconcourse,
in the openings o[the gates: in the cicy she

uttercth her rvords, saying,

How long, ye simple ones, will ye love
simplicity? and the scorners delight in their

scorning, antl fools hate knowledge.

Turn vou at nry reproof, behoid, I will
pour out my sFirit unto you, I will make

known nry words unto you. r

ffi:ffi
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?C rrr., A rnan hears evil repor-ts

concerning his fellow from one persorr

they must not be believed unless they be

substantiated, then they r-nay be believed.

When a nran sees anyone doing evi1, he

should rebuke him directly and, if
necessarily, repeatedly. A pupil may

rebuke his master if he thinks he will listen

to him, and he should rebuke his Gllow
nran if he will not listen to him. It is

prohibited to tell others what he has heard

fronr his fellow without his consent. One
must not speak too much of his fellow's
goodness, for too nruch praise may leacl

to his drsgrace. A visitor ntust not prairc

his host lest too many other visitors

becorne a burden to him.

LAws ANI) CusroMS oF ISRAEL
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.D
fRRv rn,qt you will never have to suffer

all that ycu are able to endure.

Ir)LK SAYINC

ZN
(.)
('YEs atr like sponges; they soak

into ttLemselves a man's
experience.;, they reflect back his

ancestry anc his heritage. They are

like breasts filled with the milk of
awareness. Look into a man's eyes

and - withcut words, without any

concrete exchange but only
through an infinite understanding-

you sense the par-tnership of all

rnankind. You are his brother. You
understand him. You bind yourself
to him in a 'ealization of conmon
brotherhood and conrmon destiny.

SrroLru Ascrr

(
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Bccause I have callcd, antl vc refusccl; I

havc stretched out nrv hlnd, and no
tttarr regardecl;

Ilut ve have sct:rt nought all ntv counscl,
and n,ould nonc of nrv repr<>ofl

I also rvill laugh at your calanrityl I rvill
nrock when your tear corlleth;

'W'hen your fear corneth as desolation,
ancl your destruction cometh as :r

rvhirlwind; rvhen distress ancl angr.rish

corneth uporl you.

Then thev sh:rll call upon nlc, but I rvill
not answer; thev shall seek me earlV, but

the;- shall not flnd rne:

For drat they hatecl knorvlcdge, and diti
not choose the tear ofthe Lord:

They woulcl none of my counsel: thev
despised all mv reprooC
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Therefore sl'rall they eat of the fruit
of their own way, and be filled with

their orvn devices.

For the turnir.rq away of the simple shall

slay thenr, antl the prosperiry offools
shal destroy them.

But whoso he;rrken unto n1e shall dwell
slt-ely, and shall be quiet frorn fear of evil

THE llooK oF PROVERIJS 1:7-33

t6
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.,1 ut rtlt r owrNC arc gerreral nroral rules:

not to taik about other people except

lor some good cause. Neither to utter nor
to listen to idle words which serve no

useful purpose. To cultivate a silent tongue
and not to talk except to acquire wisdom

or to satisty the needs ofone's physical life.
To speak gendy with one's fellow

creatures. Not to talk of material thinpp

in the house ofstudy. To leam from every

rnan and to accept the truth from all who
speak it. To be anxious to pronlote the

welfare of his fellow and to pursue peace.

To remember the day of death and

continually to have in one's mind the

purpose of his creation in this world.

LAws AND Cusrous oF IsitAEI

JlwrsHWl5l)()M
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I
B, TTEI{ ASK ten times than go

astray once.

YrDr)tsH PR()vERB

?IE

?0or^, NATTTRE delivers to us is never

stale. Because what nature creates has

etemiry in it.

l\AA(: LIASHEVTs StN(;El\

I
'8"

t ulrst thirrss is the world sustained:

by.justice, t,v tnrth rncl by peace.

l'Hu 'f.,1 lrutl: l)lrkr'.4/ror

-zN

(9*. *rsr not cheat anybody, not even

in the world of one's triumph.

{l^!} ia:-+.',,4
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....1 
^*u, I came out of my mother's

womb, and naked shall I return thither: the
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;

blesed be the name of the Lord.

...So went Satan forth from the presence

of the Lord, and smoteJob with sore boils

from the sole of his foot unto his crown.

And he took him a potsherd to
scrape himself withal; and he sat down

among the ashes.

Then said his wife unto him, Dost
thou still retain thine integriry? cune

God, and die.

But he said unto her, Thou speakest

as one of the foolish won-ren speaketh.
'What? shall we receive good at the hand of

God, and shall we not receive evil? In all

this did notJob sin with his lips.

THE Bo()K oF J()u 1:21:2:7-1ll



TA MUI): 'l t'atitlt

\1

:9 t>ru ,rot 6ncl the world desolate when I

entered it; my CLthers planted for me before
I was born: so do I plant for those who

c()me after me.

I' Ir oNE. nrarr is a king, adored by alll at

two, he is like a pig, wallowing in dirt; at

ten, he skips like a goat; at twenty, he

neighs like a horse; n-rarried, he works like
an ass; r,vhen a tirther, he snarls like a dog;

and when old, he dodders like an ape.

MIDl(ASH : Ecrlc-rlc.rrc-r Robboh, i : 2
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I l \\ \ r \\ I \ t) {r \l

I
J 1r,,,,1, pr.r\ l'c.r\rr(.rt,r tl)i1r r..l l'.rtrl(.

[]r\lr\1r\ l)rsR \[r r

7t ,,,, ,,^,.,.,1: [)rlrrcr orr his heutl

rhoLrlrl not n.tlk tl tirt sun.

YtL,Dt:tt t,R()\ I l{lJ

I I , \tLr. r .t.rl ul\,\n (lur)\' l).,rlt. ,r\.r
\('.rl Ul.r,rl (lltlr('.rilll: lirt lilr'r'l\ itrl)rl!.l\
tlc.rth: .jcr)or.rs1 is , nrcl :is thc gr.rvc: rlre

co.rls tlrcrcoi.rrc co.rls oi flrc. u hich h.rth .r

nrost vcl)cnlent fl.rrrrc.

Mrttt, rt'rttcrs crrrtlot qrrertch love. neirlrer
ciln thc fl()o(ls tlrorr,n it: tl'lr ttt:tn *,ortlcl

qive rll thc substrnr-c of'his horrsc firr lovc.
it l oulcl trttcrlr- l.c conterrrnrtl.

S()\(i ot,S()tir\l(r\ S:(, 7

7N:
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(t/*o ,,, the rrr.st crclea',g custor,s I
knorv involvetl rJe*ish bov's first dav:rt
Hebrerv sclrool, or r/rcder.

The tcacher rr"ould show the boy the

alphabet, on a lrrge chart. and before
(or after) he re..eatecl the teacher's
'aleph' a drop ,rf [6ns, r'vas placed on
his tongue.

'Horv does that teste?' the bov rvould
bc asked.
'Sweet.'

'The study of the hol,v Lrr.v,' was the

answer,'is swerter.'

Sometimes dre boy's mother would give

hirn honeycakcs, shaped in the letters o[
the alphabet, b,:fore he went olFto the

clrcdcr on his fir;r day, or wheu he

retunred, to m: ke hinr knorv er.rd

re'rnerrrber that 'learning is swcet.'

Lro l{os t r N: '/irr-lr,y.r ,,l Yiildislt

5rffircrc
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;/
'.,1 o nccepr radition without

examining it with intelligence and
judgement, is like the blind blindly

folJowing others.

BAHyA IBN PAeuDA: Dutit's oJ the Heart

1t HEN oNE dog barks, he easily finds
others to bark with it.

MIDRASH: Exodu Rabbah 31:9

I
.D
I)r -rup nraster of vour will and the

slave of your aorr.i"n...

(lHAs|)tc \AYIN(;

(trJS
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Torr rw corrrmandrnent is a lamp; and

the law is light; and reproofs ofinstruction
are the way of iife:

To keep tht c from evil the worrran,

from the flattery ofthe tongue ofa
shange $'oman.

Lust not after her beauty in thine heart;

neither let her take thee with her eyelids.

For by means <,f a whorish woman a man

is brought to l piece ofbread: and an

adulteress will hunt for the precious liG.
Can a man takc fire in his bosom, and his

clothes not be bumed?
Can one go ullon hot coals, and his feet

not be burned?

So he that goettr into his neighbour's wife:
whosoever toucheth her shall not

br innocent...
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But whoso committeth adultery with a

woman lacketh understanding; he that
doeth it destroyeth his own soul.

A wound and dishonour shall he get; and

his reproach shall not be wiped away.

Forjealousy is the rage ofa nun; therefore
he will not spare in the day ofvengeance.
He will not regard any ransome; neither

will he rest content, though thou
givest many gifts.

PI{ovERB\ 6:21-29: 3l-.15

*:z $
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17.,/o evetl.v thing there is a season, and a

time to every l)urpose under the heaven:

A time to be born, and a time to die; a
tin-re to plant, and a time to pluck

up thar which is planted;

A time to kill, and a tinle to heal; a time
to break down, and a time to build up;

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a

time to mourn, and a time to dance;

A time to cast rway stones, and a time to
gather stones together; a time to embrace,

and a time to refrain from embracing;

A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to
keep, and a time to cast away;

A tinre to rend. and a time to sew; a rime
to keep silence, and a time to speak;

A time to 1ove, and a time to hate; a time
of u.rr :r .l .t trtle ,ri 1.g,1i 

g.
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W'hat profit hath he that worketh in
that wherein he laboureth?

I have seen the travail, which God
hath given to the sons of men to be

exercised in it.

He hath made every thing beautiful *
in his rime: also he hath set the world in

their heart, so that no man can find out the :,1

work that God maketh fronr the

I know that there is no good in them,

but for a man to rejoice, and to do
. good all his life.

I

Tsr IJoor oF Ec:(:trstrs.rrs 3:1-12

)9
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?l'-ru* rHE weasel and the car make a

marriage, it is a very ill presage.

Hr.urrrw PRovEF.lJ

I
.\1. I( eN r-trct rhe opinions ro which

they have becorne accustomed from their
youth; they defe:rd them and shun conffary

views: and this is one of the things that
prevents men 6'om finding the truth, for

they cling to the opinions ofhabit.

MArrr,rcrNurE:: Cuide .for tlrc Pcrplcxed

n
a,1 NoTH[R's clnrs will not

rob you ofsleep.

Yil)r)rsH PRovERB
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-l Eutsil WtsDov

Zrrro^r TEACHES us rhat men and

nations behave wisely once they have
exhausted all other altemarives.

ArIBA EBAN

E
?Lu 

^o, 
all afrai<l - for our confidence.

for the future, for the world. That is the
nature of the human imagination. Yet
every man, every civilization, has gone

forward because of its engagement with
what it has set itself to do. The personal

commitment and the elnotional
comrnitment working together as one,

has made the Ascent of Man.

JAC-oB llRoNowsKr

7rS
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(9 ',rr^r^, how bitter is the
remembrance of thee to a man that liveth

.lt rest in his possessions, unto the man that
hath nothing to vex him, and that hath

prosperiry in all things: yea, unto him that
is yet able to receive meat!

O death, acceptable is thy sentence unto
the needy, and unto him whose strength
faileth, that is r,ow in the last age, and is
vexed with aI things, and to him q,har

despaireth. ::rd hath losr patience.

Fear not the sentence of death, remember
them that have ireen before thee, and that
come after; for this is the sentence of the

Lori over all flesh.

lirn SItt,tcn: Aptttrypln

(Ettlt' :iastirts I I : 1-3)
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BLEssED IS he that considereth the poor
the Lord will deliver hirn in time

of trouble.

.lrIr5H\Lr\r)()Nr

Psrrlr -1 1:l

R,rour Jocn,rN,raN

il

. . . ?/",-us rHERE is a chance of win,i,g,
it is worse than useless - it is self:defeating

- to react violently to whatever unbearable
conditions an adversary inrposes: it is

suicidal to allow oneselfto be provoked
to violent reactions against an enemy,

lrowcvcr insuffcrrblc' his exrctions,
unless he can be deGated.

ts
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7{ E THAT hides hatred with lying lips and

that utters slander is a fool.

JEwrsH wrsr)oM

Ptt ov EIl rts I o: I ll

.1:

,fl(,^* xutls towards the grave,

And rivers hasten to the 6geat deep.

The end of all living is their death,

And the palace in tir.ne becomes a heap.

Nothing is further than the day gone by,

And nothing nearer than tht: day to conle
And both are far, fa: away

from the rnan hidden in the heart

of the torrtb.

SAMUEL H,q NRt rD

Trarr,r David Goldstcin

a:

I
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JEwrsHWtsr)()M

()
G vrny AUTHoR should weigh his

work and ask, 'Will humaniry gain

any benefit from it?'

NACHMAN oF IJRAT\IAV

I
/)('Hoosr RATHET\ to be the tail of lions

than the head offoxes.

HElll{Ew PII()vERB

I
.1[.ru, DII) not make religion a part

ofvirtue: but he declared other virtues to
be a part of religion - I mean justice.

lortitude and temperance, and a universal
agreenent of the rrrenrbers of the

cornmuniry rvith one another.

FLAVlus J()sEpHUS
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-luulsltwl,t)()N1

S.ror., HUMAN affairs would be far

happier if the power in nr:n to be silent

were the same as that t(, speak. But
experience more than sufticiendy teaches

that men govern nothinrl with more

difEcuiry than their :onques.

BARUCH SprN, z.q

7ou^,, uPoN thorns while the shoe

is on your foct.

HE BREW PR ov I t\ ll

"z N,

J(^ur,^0,r, rs beneflcill firr the bocly.

but it is qrief that develolrs the pos'er
oi thc nrin,l

MARCEL PRrtr- s.r

,ar



I t t r r tt \)?r\r)()Nl

effi-s
a
{( HEN YoU betray sonreone else you

also betray yourself

ISAAC BASHEVIS SINGER

z;r N
-./
.,l'on ruE ignorant, old age is as winter:

for the learned, it is a harvest.

CHASIDIC SAYING

?r$'

e Js I-oNc as light comes from the

great. the light ofthe lesser is unseen: once
the light of the great disappears, the

light ofthe lesser shines.

MIt)t{ASH: Dtttt'rortcttrr ), Rabbdh, 5

.Y4
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11.. *o,.,.Y ovcr tl)e loss oi their
possessions but not over t le loss <lftheir

years - r,vhich nev(:'retrlnr.

I\tlrst:ti tt rt'trr;

I
7r, 

^".,.*rJewish 
people gave the

New World a vision of (temal peace,

of universal disarmament. of abolishing

the teaching and learning of war.

MrN,qt:u:v llr ;rn

I
?['r^, oNr Christian tloes is his o'nvrr

responsibiliry, what one Jew does is

thrown back at allJcws.

ANNF FI{ANh

ir
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1( E wHo has a rvide mouth has

a nerrow heart.

Fot x Stvtr<;

I
9, t^" easily come to pass that a vain

rnan rnay become proud and imagine

himself pleasing to all when he is in
reality a univenal nuisance.

llAr{LrcH St,tNtlza

7( E wH() flees lronr (lod t.lees

into himself
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.9, oro sense of who *e are depends

upon populariry and other peoPle's

opinions of us, we wil. always be

dependent on those other people. On any

day they have the power to pull the rug
from under us...

Our souls are not hungry for fame,

comfort, wealth or power. Those rewards

create as many problems as they solve...

W'hat frustrates us and robs our lives ofjoy
is absence of meaning. We rnay have all the

things on our wish list and ;till feel empty.

We may have reached tl-re top of our
professions and still feel th:Lt something is

missing. We may know ttrat friends and

acquaintances enly us an,l still feel the

absence of true contentment in our lives.

If we have never known rtn alternative,

then we assunle that the w.ry we are living,
with all of its frusuations, is the only

way ro live.
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I suspect that the happiest people you
know are the ones who work at being

kind, helpful and reliable and happiness

sneaks into their lives while they are busy

doing those things. It is a by-product,
never a primary goal.

The need for meaning is not a biological
need, like the need for acceptance and

self-esteem. It is a religious need. An
ultimate thirst of our souls.

. . .the life of uninteilupted fun is only a

way of escaping from the challenge of
doing something significant with...life.

Having fun can be the spice of liG but it's
not its main course, because, when it is

over, nothing of lasting value remains.

RABBI HARoLD S KUSHNER
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t^^. 1 xu ruE effect o[righteousness

shall be peace;

and the effect o[righteousness quietness

and an assurance fbr ever.

Isaran 32:1'7

,.9 *urur. met a man in u'hom I failed to
recognize some quality superior to myself;

if he was older, I said he has done more
good than I; if he was yorrnger, I said he

has sinned less; ifricher, I said he has given

more to charity; if poore:', I said he has

suflered n'rore; if rviser, I paid honour to
his wisdom; if not u.iser, I.iudged his faults

less severely. Take this to heart, my son.

THE TESTAMENT oF JU])AH
BEN JEHIEL AS IER
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I' I HI)U\L tc\ufirs thlr therc war .r

builder, a dress that there was a weaver, a

door that there was a carpenter; so our
World by its existence proclaims its

Creator, God.

ad apt e d .from l\AtsBI AKIBA,

Mil)lr.ASH TEMURA, cH 3

o
Jm u^, is short and the work is inuch.

Sepn,q.nor<: savtNc

' {s ,s th. garden such is the gardener
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