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neared the end of history as we know it that there
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all of this would be around the most important
sign of all—that is the Jew returning to the land of
Israel after thousands of years of being dispersed.”
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INTRODUCTION

This is abook about prophecy—Bible prophecy. If you
have no interest in the future, this isn’t for you. If you
have no curiosity about asubject that some consider
controversial, you might as well stop now.

For the past thirteen years Ihave been giving
sages on Bible prophecy throughout the United States,
Canada and Mexico. The interest in this aspect of Bible
study has been amazing, particularly in the past few
years. People who are confronted with the state of the
world today are eager to learn what the Best Seller has
to say about the future. As atraveling speaker for Cam¬
pus Crusade for Christ Ihad the opportunity to give
messages on prophecy to thousands of people. These
messages have consistently proven to be popular with
every age group.

Tiiis is not acomplex theological treatise, but adirect
accoimt of the most thrilling, optimistic view of what the
future could hold for any individual. Imake no claim of
knowing exactly when the world is going to end. In fact,
Ihave never taken to the hills with my possessions and
loved ones to await Doomsday. Ibelieve in ahope for
the future.

We have been described as the “searching genera¬
tion.” We need so many answers—answers to the larger
problems of the world, answers to the conditions in our
nation, and most of all, answers for ourselves.

How do we know in what direction we should go?
How can we separate truth from opinion? In whom can
w e t r u s t ?

On one side we hear that the answer to our dilemma
is education. Build bigger and better schools, hire more
teachers, develop asmarter generation. Has the aca¬
demic community found the answers? There are many
students who are dissatisfied with being told that the sole
purpose of education is to develop inquiring minds.
They want to find some of the answers to their questions
—solid answers, acertain direction.

m e s -



V U l I N T R O D U C T I O N

What do the politicians say? “We have the solutions
to the problems. Elect us and we’il prove it to you.”

Iam not downgrading the importance of electing hon¬
est, intelligent men to positions of leadership. This is
important, terribly important, but are they able to pro¬
vide the answers to the basic and visceral questions of
m a n ?

Throughout history we have seen impressive strides
taken by men who were stepping ahead of their time.
We have seen reforms advanced from ideas generated
by men of vision. And yet governments change, men
falter and fall, great ideas are sometimes rejected by the
shortsightedness of other men. Are we able to say that
the answer is in the realm of political action?

There are other places men search for answers: phi¬
losophy, meditation, changing environment, science.
Please don’t misunderstand me, all of these are good if
used properly. However, if we are to be absolutely hon¬
est, if we are to use our intellectual integrity, let’s give
God achance to present His views.

In this book Iam attempting to step aside and let the
prophets speak. If my readers care to listen, they are
given the freedom to accept or reject the conclusions.

Hal Lindsey



We be/ieve whatever we want fa believe.
DEMOSTHENES, 348 6.C.

1
FUTURE TENSE

It was aperfect night for aparty. In the warm Califor¬
nia evening the lemon trees perfumed the patio and the
flickering Tiki torches cast shadows over alavish table.
The aroma of steaks sizzling on the barbecue grill was
tantalizing and we were wishing someone would give
the signal to eat.

To our dismay we discovered that no one else was
outside. We were alone ...with our appetites.

Crushed in atight circle in the overheated living room
were most of the guests, waiting rather impatiently for
the fortune teller to read their palms. One by one they
would eagerly hold out their hands, knowing they would
hear flatteries, but hoping there would be some half-
truth about themselves which would give them amental
uplift—an ego-builder to tell the boys at the office or
the girls at the bridge table.

And so it has been from the beginning of time. People
have been obsessed with the desire to know what is
going to happen in the future.

From kings and rulers to servants and slaves, rich,
poor, lowly and mighty people have called upon wiz¬
ards, prophets, seers, magicians, the stars and the moon
for powers and signs beyond the understanding of the
h u m a n m i n d .

Astrology originated in ancient Chaldea, in the region
around the Persian Gulf. All the proud Idngs of Chal¬
dea, and later Babylon, had staff astrologers to advise
them concerning the future.

The Greek father of historians, Herodotus, speaks of
the incredible city of Babylon and mentions the enor-
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mous zi^^at from which the astrologers tracked the
stars. The ruins of several of these “observatories” called
ziggurats have been uncovered in the area of ancient
Babylon by twentieth-century archaeologists. Obviously
astrologers were VIP’s in Babylon.

The Pharaohs of Egypt imported the knowledge of
astrology and magic from Babylon. Some scholars have
said that the Pharaohs constructed certain parts of the
pyramids to line up with the stars.

The importance or position of aman has nothing to
do with his superstitious concerns. Julius Caesar was
the greatest of Roman leaders, and yet depended upon
“augurs” for prophetic advice. An augur is asoothsayer
o r f o r t u n e t e l l e r. I n a n c i e n t R o m e t h e r e w a s a n o f fi c i a l

high-ranking government group, probably similar to
our State Department, which was called the “Board of
Augurs.” The great Roman orator, Cicero, was a
member of this board. However, it has been said that
although Cicero took his duties seriously since he was
aman of great loyalty to his country, he privately con¬
sidered some of the augurs’ prophecies to be absurd,

Caesar depended upon “signs in the sky” to conduct
affairs of state and rule the mighty Roman Empire. As
the leader of the people, he set the example for his fel¬
low Romans to become obsessed with horoscopes.

Many strange customs have been followed in deter¬
mining the course of people and nations. Decisions of
marriage and journeys, wars and alliances, have some¬
times been made because special court seers read cer¬
tain signs of omens from the entrails of achicken!

Starry Eyed

Many people today are discovering astrology again.
Popping up on the newsstands are so many pamphlets
a n d b o o k s a b o u t t h e s t a r s t h a t o n e w o u l d a l m o s t t h i n k
it was anew phenomenon. The hippy musical, Hair, has
its own staff astrologer to advise the cast on personal
matters and make sure the circumstances are right for
business. One of the most popular songs of the moment
is “Aquarius.

Astrology is having the greatest boom in its history.
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All you have to do is look in almost any newspaper to
find out from one of the syndicated stargazers what your
forecast is for the day. Columns on the subject now
in 1,220 of the 1,750 dailies in the United States.^

Writers have taken astrology and applied it to almost
everything one can imagine. There is Astrology Made
Practical, Astrology Made Easy, Astrology for Every¬
day Living, Astrology Guide to Health and Diet, and
even Astrology Guide to Your Sex Life.

Afew years ago Bing Crosby starred in amovie in
which one of his songs contained the words, “Have you
heard ...it’s in the stars ...?” There was some¬
thing prophetic about that song!

Astrologers frequently guard their trade by predicting
in generalities. However, sometimes they venture be¬
yond vagaries and are explicit in attempting to foretell
exact happenings. The result may be acute embarrass¬
ment for the astrologer.

For instance, in anational publication of 1968 an
article was featured that quoted a“renowned astrolo¬
ger” in her predictions about the upcoming elections in
November of that year. By reading the stars this astrol¬
oger said that Rockefeller would be the next president
of the United States, and either Ronald Reagan or John
Lipdsay would be vice-president. As for Hubert Hum¬
phrey, she stated, “I’ve studied his chart very carefully
and do not believe he will be considered as aserious
contender even for the second slot on the Democratic
t i cke t . ” 2

These political gentlemen may or may not have been
disappointed by the outcome of the elections of 1968,
but the astrologer was probably abit chagrined.

r u n

On Prophecy

Two hundred years ago adistinguished English states¬
man, Horace Walpole, said, “The wisest prophets make
sure of the event first.”

Many people would probably dispute that statement
and draw attention to some of our famous contempo¬
rary prophets. There was Edgar Cayce, for instance,
who was called America’s “sleeping clairvoyant.” Cayce
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Spoke of future events while in aself-imposed hypnotic
trance. He gave personal readings to guide the vocations
and health and personal relationships of hundreds of
persons. However, he went beyond individuals and
prophesied the reversal in Japan’s attitude of friendship
for the U.S. before World War II, certain battles which
would take place during that war, and the increase in
r a c i a l t e n s i o n i n A m e r i c a .

However, Cayce’s special contribution to the realm
of psychic phenomena extended beyond mere prophecy.
He advised others on how to develop this psychic abil¬
ity, how to interpret dreams, where to find peace, and
many other subjects. His telepathic statements, made
during this hypnotic sleep-state, have been indexed, cat¬
alogued, and preserved by aspecial research society in
Virginia. Although he has been dead for more than
twenty years, when we called the local library to locate
some of his books we were told that they were all
checked out and we would have to be put on awaiting
l is t .

What about the popularity of Jeane Dixon? Her books
and a r t i c l es have become na t i ona l bes t - se l l e rs . She has
f a s c i n a t e d a n d a s t o u n d e d h e a d s o f n a t i o n s w i t h h e r
uncanny skills of perception.

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt consulted Mrs.
Dixon. At the height of his concern over the world
crises, and plagued by his own ill health, he sought her
advice. In the company of other national leaders of the
past, Roosevelt sought to find out what the future would
be from someone who possessed special uncanny ability
to prophesy.

Jeane Dixon told President Roosevelt that eventually
the U.S. would be allied with Russia against Red China.
However, she warned FDR not to give Russia anything
that wasn’t ours to give. The president, however, evi¬
dently did not heed this advice, for it was not long after¬
w a r d t h a t t h e Y a l t a c o n f e r e n c e w a s h e l d a n d F D R
concluded asecret agreement with Russia to give the
USSR certain territory which has remained under her
d o m i n a t i o n e v e r s i n c e .

Mrs. Dixon has made some predictions which have
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had striking fulfillments. She sent word, it is reported,
to the late President Kennedy prior to his trip to Dallas,
warning him that he would be killed there. She also pre¬
dicted several years ago that we would have aRepubli¬
can president elected in 1968.

By her own admission, however, Mrs. Dixon says she
is not infallible. For instance, she predicted that Red
China would plunge the world into war over Quemoy
and Matsu in October of 1958. (If you can’t remember
that far back, this did not happen.) She thought Walter
Reuther would actively seek the presidency in 1964.
(He didn’t.)

High Spirits

Spiritualism and mysticism are weaving their spells
among all age groups. We saw ahandsomely illustrated
magazine recently ̂ at featured “Prophecy, ESP news,
psychic experiences, and spiritual healing.” Provocative
advertising included “Communications from the Sun
World,” and anew book which reveals “how they live
in another dimension that is only an instant away from
rapport with Earth.”

It is amystic time. Famous movie stars and wealthy
socialites are traveling to the countries of the Far East
to consult with “holy men.” The influence of spiritual¬
ism in our popular songs, jewelry, and even clothing, is
obvious. We received an invitation recently from an
Indian spiritualist who says she “advises on all affairs of
life.” She also has aguarantee (money back?) to re¬
move evil influences and bad luck from anyone who
c o n s u l t s h e r.

The spirits are running in reli^ous circles, also. A
famous bishop, now deceased, stimulated interest in psy¬
chic phenomena by his communications with his dead
s o n .

In churches and on college campuses mediums are
receiving speaking invitations. The writer of areligious
column in aLos Angeles paper recently reported, “Suf¬
fering from religious persecution and occasions of fakcry
in the ranks since its beginnings in the mid-1800s, the
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spiritualist movement in America is gaming new con¬
fidence today.

In the field of higher education there are more than
forty colleges which now conduct psychic research under
the title of parapsychology. The interest in these sub¬
jects is growing in proportion to the increase in astrology
and prophecy.

> » 8

V e s t l a V i e

“The future” is big business. Frenchmen, for in¬
stance, spend more than abillion dollars ayear on clair¬
voyants, gypsies, faith healers, seers and prophets. In
Paris there is “one charlatan for every 120 Parisians,
compared with one doctor for every 514 citizens and
one priest for every 5,000.” *

If you want to hear what the future has in store for
you, perhaps you should see your travel agent for the
fastest way to France. But try to avoid the need for a
doctor or apriest—their services are rather scarce.

Escape

We were on the campus of alarge university talking
with some students in the comfortable lounge of one of
the dormitories when we noticed avery attractive girl
hesitate in the doorway. She stood for afew moments,
her eyes glancing vacantly around the room, and then
darted out as if she were being chased by demons.
What on earth do you think was wrong with her?” I

asked my companions.
Probably her vibrations were wrong,” answered one

young man. “She might have thought there was someone
or something in here that was athreat. Who knows?”

Vibrations, spirits, stars, prophets—what an absorb¬
ing interest we have today in the unknown, the unseen
a n d t h e f u t u r e .

In our imaginations we long to step out of our hum¬
drum existence and into worlds beyond. Take science
fiction as an example. It fascinates us. We read books
from the serious to the comic about men with miracu¬
lous powers of vision or perception. We sit with fascina-

U



7F U T U R E T E N S E

tion before our television sets as we are transported out
of the present and into the tomorrows.

Tell It Like It Will Be

In talking with thousands of persons, particularly col¬
lege students, from every background and religious
irreligious upbringing, this writer found that most people
want reassurance about the future. For many of them
their hopes, ambitions, and plans are permeated with the
subconscious fear that perhaps there will be no future
at all for mankind.

This is anatural and prevalent attitude. Looking at
the world today, it seems to be on acollision course.
As the headline expressed it in arecent news magazine
—“The Wor ld in aMess. ”

People are searching for answers to basic questions.
It is like the two young men who went into abook store
and asked for “a book on the philosophy of truth.” The
clerk was flustered and very apologetic. She didn’t want
to discourage them, but she said they were asking for
the impossible.

Iwish Ihad been in that book store. It would have
been so simple to walk over to arather prominent dis¬
play and pull out the Book that generations of readers
have believed contains the “philosophy of truth.” It not
only contains truth, but also the great themes of peace,
love, and hope, which are the desires of this and every
other generation.

However, compared to the speculation of most that
is called prophetic today, the Bible contains clear and
unmistakable prophetic signs. We are able to see right
now in this Best Seller predictions made centuries ago
being fulfilled before our eyes.

The Bible makes fantastic claims; but these claims are
no more startling than those of present day astrologers,
prophets and seers. Furthermore, the claims of the Bible
have agreater basis in historical evidence and fact
Bible prophecy can become asure foundation upon
which your faith can grow—and there is no need to
shelve your intellect while finding this faith.

o r
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We believe there is ahope for the future, in spite of
the way the world looks today. We believe that aperson
can be given asecure and yet exciting view of his destiny
by making an honest investigation of the tested truths ot
Bible prophecy.

8
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2
WHEN IS APROPHET APROPHET?

What would you think of prophets today who would be
willing to stake their lives on the absolute truth of their
claims? They could not allow themselves errors in judg¬
ment or mistakes in the smallest detail.

There were such prophets. They were daring men,
sure of the source of their faith and strong in their be¬
lief. There is abook which boldly documents the state¬
men ts o f t hese men .

They are known as the prophets of Israel and their
writings have been miraculously preserved in the Bible.

Passing the Test

Are we able to trust these old prophets? What were
their credentials? In abook of the Old Testament, Deu¬
teronomy, Moses predicted that there would be many
prophets who would come to the Jewish people, culmi¬
nating in the final and greatest of all prophets, the
M e s s i a h .

Moses anticipated aproblem. How would peopTe
know whether aprophet who claimed to speak God’s
message was atrue prophet? Aquestion was asked of
Moses which is still being asked today. “How may we
know the word which the Lord has not spoken?” (Deu¬
teronomy 18:21).

And Moses gave the answer—the true test of a
prophet: “When aprophet speaks in the name of the
Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true,
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that is aword which the Lord has not spoken” (Deuter¬
onomy 18:22).

Failure to pass the test of atrue prophet was abit
severe. The only grade allowed was one of 100 percent
accuracy. Anything less would doom the prophet to
death by stoning, which was the method of capital pun¬
ishment in those days (Deuteronomy 13:1-11).

AGreek proverb says that the best guesser is the best
prophet. If the prophets of Israel had been simply
“guessers,” they would have had to take the cruel con¬
sequences—a slow and torturous death inflicted by fly¬
ing stones.

The prophets of Israel also pointed out to their people
causes of current problems. This is never very popular;
true prophets would not be likely to win the “Most Be¬
loved Citizen” award in their home town.

They not only made short-range predictions which
would be fulfilled during their lifetimes, but also pro¬
jected long-range predictions about events far in the
future. Often they didn’t understand the significance of
their own prophecies (I Peter 1:10—12). However,
many of these prophecies are predictions of exact his¬
torical happenings which will lead to the end of history
as we know it.

The astonishing thing to those of us who have studied
the prophetic Scriptures is that we are watching the ful¬
fillment of these prophecies in our time. Some of the
future events that were predicted hundreds of years ago
read like today’s newspaper. ^

Let’s examine some selected Bible prophecies and
apply the test of truth to them.

Accurate Short-range Prophecy
Jeremiah, aprophet of Israel, was not vague in his

prophecies. He told his people that Judah, the southern
kingdom of Israel, would be invaded and destroyed by
Nebuchadnezzar, Ae King of Babylon. It was not avery
cheerful prophecy, and Jeremiah probably didn’t receive
astanding ovation.

1 0
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He said that King Nebuchadnezzar would destroy the
land, that it would be desolate (Jeremiah 25:9). Jere¬
miah was not the type to soft pedal; he prophesied that
the capital city, Jerusalem, would be destroyed and
that its people would lose their capacity to laugh.

After he presented this miserable picture, Jeremiah
foretold that any Jewish survivors would be carried off
to Babylon as slaves. To compound the complexity of
these predictions, he said that the Israelites would be
Babylonian slaves for precisely seventy years (Jeremiah
25 !11 ̂ !

At this point Jeremiah would probably have won a
contest for “The Man Least Likely to Succeed” in IsraeL
In fact, he made Pashur, one of the religious leaders of
the time, so furious that Pashur beat him and put him
in stocks (Jeremiah 20:2).

Archaeology and ancient history confirm the fulfill¬
ment of Jeremiah’s prophecy. Jerusalem was destroyed,
Judah was laid waste, and her people were taken captive
in Babylon for seventy years.

Why did the Jewish people preserve the messages of
Jeremiah? These messages which foretold of their de¬
feat and captivity were an indictment against them. It
was because Jeremiah passed the test of aprophet which
was established by Moses. As despised as Jeremiah was
by his contemporaries, they did not dare destroy what
they believed were God’s words.

Jeremiah was such abearer of sad tidings that
today we speak of complaints as “jeremiads.”

An Arrow in the Armor

One of the lesser-known men of God who achieved
astraight “A” in prophetic marksmanship was Micaiah.
However, this was not atime when such perfection
awarded with agold pin and guard, or aseal on Mica-
iah’s diploma. On the contrary, he was thrown into
prison and fed bread and water. What did he do to
deserve such treatment?

Micaiah lived at atime when agood king, Jehosha-
phat, was reigning in the southern kingdom of Judah. In

1 1

e v e n

w a s
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the northern kingdom of Israel ruled Ahab, awicked
king.

For some reason Jehoshaphat visited Ahab, who im¬
mediately tried to persuade him to join forces against a
troublesome Syrian enemy from an area called Ramoth-
giiead.

Ahab gathered his own special prophets together—we
might call them members of his Inner Secxirity Council
—and asked them whether he should go to batUe against
Ramoth-gilead or not. The 400 prophets were so sooth¬
ing to Ahab that they should be called the “soothsayers”
of his kingdom. They all agreed, without dissenting
opinions, that Ahab should go into battle and that God
would bring him through triumphantly.

But Jehoshaphat was not satisfied with the advice of
these “prophets” in spite of their unanimous agreement.
He said, “Is there not here another prophet of the Lord
(Israel’s God) of whom we may inquire?” (I Kings
2 2 : 7 ) .

We can imagine how petulant Ahab must have been
when he replied, “There is yet otoe man by whom we
may inquire of the Lord, Micaiah the son of Imlah; but
Ihate him, for he never prophesies good concerning
me, but evil” (I Kings 22:8).

Jehoshaphat insisted that Micaiah be consulted, so an
officer was sent to bring him in. When the officer found
him he tried to persuade the prophet to be agood fellow
and go along with Ahab’s “Inner Security Council” and
tell the king what he wanted to hear. But Micaiah re¬
plied, “As the Lord lives, what the Lord says to me,
that Iwill speak” (I Kings 22:14).

He realized as he said this that he was putting his life
on the l ine .

When Micaiah was brought before the two kings,
Ahab asked him if they should attack Ramoth-gilead.
Micaiah answered in what must have been atongue-in-
cheek manner, “Sure, go on and win ...the Lord will
give it into your hands.”

Ahab knew he was being ridiculed and commanded
the prophet to say what was really on his mind. In
answering, Micaiah showed the boldness that character-
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ized atrue prophet. First, he labeled all of the 400
“court prophets” as liars. Then he predicted that Ahab
would be killed in the battle and that the Israeli
would be routed.

The chief of the false prophets—Ahab’s “Chairman
of the Security Council”—walked up and slugged Mi-
caiah, probably with the same premonition of fear that
made Pashur, the Israeli religious leader, take awhack
a t J e r e m i a h .

So Micaiah went to jail and Ahab went to battle. But
first Micaiah challenged all the people to witness his
pade on the test of aprophet. He said, “If you (mean¬
ing Ahab) return in peace, the Lord has not spoken by
me” (I Kings 22:28).
^Ahab wasn’t going to take any chances with this pes¬

simistic prophet, Micaiah, so he disguised himself during
the big battle. But one of the enemy archers shot
arrow labeled “to whom it may concern” and in the
most amazing and coincidental manner it struck Ahab
in one small exposed place in his armor and killed him.

Micaiah passed the test of atrue prophet. Ahab and
all of his “yes men” flunked.

a r m y

a n

W/iaf Do You Say, Isaiah?
One of the most astounding prophets of all time

Isaiah, the son of Amoz. His brilliant, eloquent,
poetical predictions were made over asixty-year span
(740-680 B.c.) during the reign of four successive Ju¬
daean kings.

Isaiah proved himself aprophet by Moses* test many
times. One striking incident was during the reign of
King Hezekiah. In about 710 b.c. amighty Assyrian
army, numbering in the thousands and commanded by
the vicious King Sennacherib, besieged Jerusalem (Isaiah
36:1, 2).

(If you stumble over some of these unpronounceable
ancient names, glance at your daily newspaper and
notice the tongue twisters assigned to people today.)

Sennacherib was acrafty fellow. He sent his eloquent
“mouthpiece,” afellow named Rabshakeh, to the people

w a s

e v e n
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of Jerusalem with apowerful propaganda speech. Rab-
shakeh, an ancient “Minister of Misinformation,” told
the people of all the defeats suffered by neighboring
countries. This was brainwashing in the craftiest sense.
The techniques used were intended to induce the be¬
sieged citizens of Jerusalem to surrender without afight.

When King Hezekiah heard how his people were
being intimidated, he sent adelegation to Isaiah to plead
with him to pray to Jehovah, the God of Israel. Isaiah
then made some short-range predictions. He said that
arumor would reach King Sennacherib of internal trou¬
ble in his kingdom and that he would return without
attacking Jerusalem. Furthermore, he said that Sen¬
nacherib would be assassinated in his own land.

It happened just as Isaiah predicted. Jerusalem was
spared acertain defeat and King Sennacherib was killed
by his own sons (Isaiah 37:3̂ 38).

Isaiah Predicts One Hundred Years in the Future
Isaiah also predicted that Babylon would completely

destroy Judah and carry away all the treasures of Israel.
He foretold that the surviving sons of the royal family
would be eunuchs in the palace of Babylon. This
curred just alittle over one hundred years later (Isaiah
39:5 -7 ) .

o c -

One Hundred and Fifty Years in the Future
Isaiah gave an incredible prediction when he foretold

that the mighty invincible Babylonians would be
quered and so completely destroyed by the Medes
that Babylon would never be inhabited again (Isaiah
1 3 : 1 7 - 2 2 ) .

This was an astonishing prediction at that time smce
the city of Babylon became one of the seven wonders
of the ancient world and was considered impregnable.
Yet approximately 150 years after Isaiah’s prediction
the Medes and Persians besieged the towering walls of
Babylon. This was no small feat. Those walls were 150
feet high and so thick that five chariots could run abreast
around the top.

c o n -
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The Medes and Persians were cunning. They dammed
the Euphrates River which ran under the Babylonian
wall and through the city. While Babylon was celebrat¬
ing at adrunken royal ball, the Median army marched
along the dry river bed under the wall and conquered
the city. This was the very night that “the handwriting
on the wall” appeared to die arrogant Babylonian king.
It read, “Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin.” Daniel, the
prophet, deciphered it to the drunken mob as follows:
“Your kingdom has been weighed in the balance and
found wanting. It is divided and given to the Medes and
Persians.” That night the Babylonian kingdom fell
(Daniel 5:1-31).

Two Hundred Years in the Future

Isaiah predicted that acertain king named Cyrus
would see that Jerusalem and the Temple were rebuilt
by allowing those who wished to do this work to return
to the land of their ancestors (Isaiah 44:28—45:4).

Almost 200 years after this prediction acertain Per¬
sian king, also named Cyrus, granted royal favor to the
Jewish captives left over from Babylon and sent them
to Jerusalem with arequisition for materials to rebuild
the city (Ezra 1:1-11).

The Prophet Preserved

Many so-called Biblical scholars today try to “late
date” such predictions as Isaiah’s to make his prophe¬
cies seem to be after the fact. To do this not only vio¬
lates the consistent witness of the history of those times,
but also makes the Jewish people religious charlatans
and deceivers. The Jews would have had no reason to
keep for posterity those writings of the prophets if they
w e r e a f r a u d .

The Israeli prophets were not popular, as we have
shown. In the times of Jeremiah, Micaiah, Isaiah, and
the others, the odds were against anything they wrote or
said being accepted. Yet they were preserved above all
the other writings of their day.
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What made these prophets so special? The answer lies
in the test of atrue prophet which Moses gave—their
prophecies must all come true. They could not be
ignored. We cannot ignore them. They passed the test
—summa cum laude.



History teaches vs that man learns nothing from his-
t o r y .

H £ G E l

3
DO WE REALLY LIVE AND LEARN?

It’s ironic that man never seems to learn from past mis¬
takes, especially when they relate to major catastrophes.
World War Iwas called the war to end all wars, yet
within ageneration World War II was fought in basi¬
cally the same arena. We are now running around the
world desperately seeking to put out fuses which could
explode into what might be the last war on earth.

Through the grim pages of history we see the record
of man’s constant struggle to live with his fellow man.
Families fight against families, tribes against tribes, and
nations against nations. Most people hate war, and yet
since recorded time the world has seldom seen peace.

General Douglas MacArthur said, “Men since the
beginning of time have sou^t peace ...military alli¬
ances, balances of power, leagues of nations, all in turn
failed, leaving the only path to be by way of the crucible
of war. The utter destructiveness of war now blots out
th i s a l t e rna t i ve . ” ^

Mankind has not learned the futility of war from his¬
tory. However, as tragic as this is, there is another les¬
son, even more tragic, which has not been heeded. This
involves apeople whose most cherished hope had been
the coming of their great Deliverer, called the Messiah.

The central theme of the Jewish prophets was that
“the Messiah” would come and fulfill the promises given
to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In
these promises Israel is to be the leading nation of the
world under the reign of the Messiah who would bring
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umversal peace, prosperity, and harmony among all
peoples of the earth.

The paradox is that there has come aJew who
claimed to be the Messiah. He fulfilled many of the an¬
cient predictions, but was rejected by those who should
have recognized Him first. The question is this: If He
was truly the long-awaited Messiah, as millions have
believed, why didn’t the majority of the religious leaders
of His day believe His claims? These religious leaders,
after all, knew the Messianic predictions. Ignorance was
not their excuse. The reasons they didn’t believe Him
are fascinating and extremely relevant to this hour of
history in which we live.

T w o P o r t r a i t s

Two completely different portraits of acoming Mes¬
siah were described by the Old Testament prophets.
The portraits, painted by the sure hand of God, were
placed on the same canvas, framed in one picture.

For those who lived prior to the birth of Jesus of
Nazareth, the perspective of these two portraits of the
Messiah was difficult to understand.

Ima^e aman looking at arange of mountains. He
is able to see the peak of one mountain, and beyond it
the peak of another. However, from this vantage point,
he cannot see the valley which separates these two
m o u n t a i n s .

Men viewed the two portraits of the Messiah in the
They saw two different persons, but

missed the connection. They did not perceive that there
could be just one Messiah, coming in two different roles,
and separate by the valley of time.

One portrait of the Messiah depicts Him as ahumble
servant who would suffer for others and be rejected by
His own countrymen. This portrait we may call “the
Suffering Messiah.” (Look into the prophecies of Isaiah
53 for the perfect picture of this Messî .)

The other portrait shows the Messiah as aconquering
king with unlimited power, who comes suddenly to earth
at the height of aglobal war and saves men from self-
destruction. He places the Israelites who believe in Him

s a m e m a n n e r .
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as the spiritual and secular leaders of the world and
brings in an age free of prejudice and injustice. It’s easy
to see why this would be the most popular portrait.

We may call this second picture “the Reigning Mes¬
siah.” We find this description in such prophecies as
Zechariah 14 and Isaiah 9:6, 7.

These two portraits of the Messiah presented such a
paradox that the rabbis at least acentury before Jesus
of Nazareth was bom theorized that there would be two
messiahs. They could not see how both portraits could
be true of the same person. Their misunderstanding led
them to believe that the suffering one would deliver the
people from their sins by bearing the penalty of death
for them. He would be primarily a“Spiritual Deliverer.”
The reigning king would conquer Israel’s enemies and
bring world peace. He would be primarily a“Political
De l iverer. ”

1 9

The Big Question

Why did the majority of the Jewish people, who knew
the teachings of their prophets, reject Jesus of Nazareth
as their Messiah when He came? Why did they ignore
the portraits of the suffering Messiah? Jesus Himself
pointed out to them Old Testament predictions concern¬
ing His life and ministry which were being fulfilled in
H i s l i f e .

First of all, the Jews didn’t take their prophets liter¬
ally as far as this suffering Messiah was concerned. They
took very literally the portrait of the Messiah who would
come as the reigning King. However, they had degen¬
erated in their own religious convictions to the point
where they didn’t believe they were sinful. They believed
they were keeping the law of Moses; therefore, they saw
no need for asuffering Messiah to deliver them from
the i r s ins .

The Jewish religious leaders had built up atradition
of interpretation which made keeping God’s laws merely
an external thing (Mark 7:1-15). Jesus, however,
pointed out the true meaning of God’s law in the Ser¬
mon on the Mmmt. He showed that murder was not just
actually killing someone, but that it was being angry
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with your neighbor without just cause (Matthew 5:21,
22). He also pointed out that adultery in God’s sight
was merely looking at awoman with lust (Matthew
5:27-32). ' . ^

He expounded the real meaning of “love your neigh¬
bor as yourself” as applying to your enemies as well
(Matthew 5:43-48).

With each commandment Jesus emphasized the false
interpretation of the religious leaders and contrasted it
with the true meaning which God had always intended.
He showed that God looks upon the heart and not just
upon the outward performance of man.

Iam sure that if you took the previous paragraph
seriously you may feel alittle uncomfortable right now.
You may be saying to yourself what Isaid some years

when the true meaning of the Ten Commandments
was first pointed out to me. “Who in the world can be
accepted by God if he is going to have to keep the law
in his thoughts and motives?”

If this is what you are thinking, congratulations! You
have just discovered the whole purpose for the law of
Moses. The commandments were never intended to be
used to work our way to God. The commandments were
primarily given to show us how perfect we would have
to be in order to earn acceptance with God by our own
good deeds. This is why God says to us, “Whoever keeps
the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has
become guilty of all” (James 2:10 NASB).

It is easy to see in the light of this why the Bible says,
**. ..by the works of the Law no flesh (man) will be
justified in His (God’s) sight” (Romans 3:20 NASB).

The law was given to show mankind why it needed a
“suffering Messiah” who alone could make man accept-
!able to God. Any person who hasn’t come to see that

his most basic problem is an inner spiritual one prefers
apolitical deliverer to aspiritual one. It is not difficult,
therefore, to understand the basic attitude which ratio¬
nalized away the prophetic portrait of the suffering
M e s s i a h .

Jesus presented His credentials as the suffering Mes¬
siah, but many rejected Him because they were looking
for agreat conqueror. They were looking for that politi-

2 0
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cal leader who would deliver them from the Roman
oppression. In their blindness they discounted more than
300 specific predictions in their own sacred writings
about this Messiah.

The second reason why the Jewish people rejected
the Messiah was one of indifference—an indifference to
their spiritual need. They couldn’t be bothered. They
were too busy. They had achariot race or aparty to
attend. Caught in the treadmill of daily existence, the
deeper needs of the inner self weren’t important.

In addition, they didn’t bother to do any investigation
for themselves. Many knew there was something un¬
usual about this carpenter from Nazareth, but their reli-
pous leaders rejected Him and they took their opinions
instead of searching for the truth themselves.

It was because people will not do their own research
that Jesus made an astounding statement on the signs of
the times. He showed simply and clearly how prophecies
were being fulfilled by His life. And yet, to the sorrow
of many. He was ignored.

2 1

Signs of the Times

The religious leaders of His day were the number one
skeptics. They came to Jesus and asked Him to show
them asign from heaven. They wanted some sensational
miracle which would give them proof that Jesus
their promised Messiah. They wanted Him to suddenly
step out of the sky as the conquering Messiah (as He is
revealed in Zechariah 14) and take over all the king¬
doms of the world and defeat the Roman Empire.

Jesus had already given them important signs to prove
who He was. He had healed many persons and had
raised at least one from the dead. But they didn’t con¬
sider this sufficient evidence to prove His claim of being
the Messiah.

Jesus answered these religious leaders by saying:
“When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather,
for the sky is red.’ And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy
today, for the sky is red and threatening.* You know
how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you can¬
not interpret the signs of the times” (Matthew 16:2, 3).

w a s
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The signs of the times. It is important to see what
Jesus was driving at. People in Palestine, even today,
indulge in being amateur weather forecasters. Weather
conditions are such that the particular signs ^ven here
are fair indications of what the weather will be.

Jesus said that the signs leading up to His coming
were just as clear as the face of the sky. Let’s examine
these signs, these credentials. Let’s look at specific pre¬
dictions of how this man Jesus would come to fulfill the
role of the Messiah, of how He would fit into the first
portrait of the suffering Messiah.

The first theme of predictions relates to the circum¬
stances of His birth. These were His credentials.

Birth Credentials: His Family

God revealed to Abraham, the father of all Jews, that
he would have adirect descendant who would be abless¬
ing to all the peoples of the earth (Genesis 12:1-3).

Furthermore, God revealed to Jacob, who was one
of the descendants of Abraham, that the Messiah would
come through one specific tribal state—the tribal state
of Judah. The Jews established states in the land of
Palestine after they took it over, and they were divided
according to twelve families. These families originated
from the twelve sons of Jacob (Genesis 49:10).

His family credentials were narrowed even more,
from the tribe of Judah to the family of David. The pre¬
diction was given to David, the great king in the history
of Israel, by the prophet Nathan.

Nathan said, “Thus says the Lord of hosts ... I
will raise up your offspring after you, one of your own

and IwUl establish his kingdom. He shall builds o n s ,
Me ahouse, and Iwill establish his throne for ever. I
will be his father, and he shall be My Son ..(I
Chronicles 17:11-13 Amplified).

King David was promised at least two exciting things
here. First, one of his direct descendants would reign
forever. Secondly, this person would not only be one of
his direct descendants, but in amysterious way He
would be uniquely the Son of God.

Rabbinic tradition ascribed this to be aprediction of
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the Messiah. Consequently, one of the most common
Messianic titles is “the Son of David.”

Birth Credentiais: The Place

The prophet Micah lived seven hundred years before
the birth of Christ. He was acontemporary of the great
prophet Isaiah. It was revealed to Micah that the Mes¬
siah would be bom in Bethlehem.

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be
little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;
whose goings forth have been from of old, from ever¬
lasting” (Micah 5:2 KJV).

This was aprophecy of the Messiah which was unmis¬
takable because it referred to His eternal pre-existence
,..“whose goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting.”

This was no ordinary man, but asupernatural person
who would invade history from Bethlehem.

This prophecy is quoted in the New Testament in
Matthew, in answer to Herod’s question to the Hebrew
theologians about where the Messiah would be bom.
They answered him: “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it
is written by the prophet” (Matthew 2:5).

How remarkable it is that century after century the
Hebrew people handed down these detailed prophecies.
They had to be revelations from God, otherwise they
would not have been preserved in such aconsistent
m a n n e r .

Birth Credentials: The General Time

We have examined the prophecies concerning the
family line of the Messiah and the place of His birth.
Let’s look at the time factor.

The prophet Daniel, while in captivity in Babylon,
was given aprecise timetable and sequence relating to
the future events of the people of Israel. Daniel was told
that there would be acertain number of years which
would transpire between the time aproclamation was
given which allowed the Jewish people to return from



2 4 T H E L A T E G R E A T P L A N E T E A R T H

their Babylonian captivity back to Israel and the coming
of the Mess iah .

This proclamation can be established according to
Scriptuii history in Nehemiah 2:1-10. Also, archae¬
ologists have uncovered evidence of this same procla¬
mation in the ancient Persian archives.

From the time permission was given to return and
rebuild the city of Jerusalem and the Temple until the
Messiah would come as the Prince, the heir-apparent to
die throne of David, would be 483 years (69 weeks of
years—483 years). Sir Robert Anderson of Scotland
Yard spent many years of his life verifying and validat¬
ing the details of this prophecy. He wrote acomprehen¬
sive book of his study called The Coming Prince.

Not only was Daniel ^ven specific years, but also a
sequence of major historical events which cannot be
d e n i e d .

First of all, there was the proclamation given to the
Jews to return from captivity and rebuild die Temple.

After that, the Messiah would come as the Prince.
Then the Messiah would be “cut off,” which is an

idiom for being killed.
After the Messiah was killed an army would sweep in

and destroy the city and the Temple which was rebuilt
previously by the returned Babylonian exiles (Daniel 9).

Daniel’s prophecy shows that whoever the Messî
was He had to appear before the city and the Temple
were destroyed in a.d. 70 by Titus of Rome.

There was only one person who was taken seriously
as the Messiah before a.d. 70. We have the logical can¬
didate for that role in the carpenter from Nazareth.

Credentials Relating to His Ministry

We have considered apanorama of Jesus’ birth cre¬
dentials to verify His claim as the Jewish Messiah. To
pile proof upon proof, consider the prophecies relating
to the deeds Jesus would do upon earth—^prophecies
about His own ministry.

The prophet Isaiah presented avivid description of
the coming Messiah when he said: “Say to those who
are of afearful heart, ‘Be strong, fear not! Behold, your
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God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of
God. He will come and save you.’ Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf un¬
stopped; then shall the lame man leap like ahart, and
the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. For waters shall
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert”
(Isaiah 35:4-6).

Jesus knew the Old Testament prophets. He quoted
this exact prophecy from Isaiah when John the Baptist
seemed to have some doubts about Him. John was the
herald who announced the coming of Jesus as the Mes¬
siah, and yet even John could not reconcile the two
portraits of the Messiah. When he was taken prisoner
he sent some messengers to Jesus to ask, “Are You the
Coming One, or shall we look for someone else?” (Mat¬
thew 11:3 NASB).

Jesus answered by quoting the predictions of the mir¬
acles He would perform. “Go and report to John the
things which you hear and see: the blind receive sight
and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf
hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have the
gospel preached to them” (Matthew 11:4, 5NASB).

The fact that Jesus was performing these very mira¬
cles was His credentials to substantiate His claim that
He was the Messiah.

2 5

Credentials Relating to His Rejection and Suffering
Probably the most phenomenal predictions relating to

the suflferiog Messiah’s portrait are the prophecies that
show His rejection and suffering. One of the great pas¬
sages on His rejection is Isaiah 53. This is called the
“bad conscience of the synagogues” because it is no
longer read in the temples on holy days, as it once was.

In Isaiah 52 there is ageneral look at this One who is
called the servant of God. It is obvious here that the
prophet is not talking about Israel, which in some pas¬
sages is called the servant of God, but about one who
would save Israel. “Behold, my servant, (Christ) shall
prosper, he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be
very high. As many were astonished at him—his appear-

was so marred, beyond human semblance, anda n c e
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his form beyond that of the sons of men” (Isaiah 52:
13, 14).

This was areference to what happened at the trials of
Jesus when He was repeatedly hit in the face. “So shall
he startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths
because of him; for that which has not been told them
they shall see, and that which they have not heard they
shall understand” (Isaiah 52:15).

In this passage the prophet is saying that He would
startle, or astound nations (meaning the non-Jews) and
that they would see things they had never seen. The
Gentiles, in other words, would begin to understand the
ways of God.

However, Isaiah speaks of His rejection by the Jews,
which in itself was remarkable since Isaiah was aJewish
prophet who wrote at least 700 years before Christ was
bom. Isaiah predicted that his people would reject the
very one for whom they looked (Isaiah 53:1-3).

Notice an interesting fact. The prophet writes of this
event in the past tense, which was acommon literary
device of the Jewish writers ...(“many were aston¬
ished ... his appearance was so marred”). When
they wished to emphasize the certainty of aprophecy
they would put it in this tense, which is called the pro¬
phetic perfect tense in Hebrew.

It was further prophesied here that the Jews would
reject this Man because He didn’t have the royal splen¬
dor they desired. Isaiah said He would be “despised
and rejected,” which is precisely what happened.

In iis part of the prediction the credentials of the
Messiah as aperson who would be asubstitute for the
iniquity, or wickedness, of man are presented: “Surely
he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities; upon him was the chastise- ’
ment that made us whole, and with his stripes we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:4-6).

Rabbis since the birth and death of Jesus of Nazareth
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have reinterpreted this passage to say that the third per¬
son singular pronoun does not refer to apersonal Mes¬
siah, but to the nation of Israel. However, the passage
speaks of this person as bearing the consequences of the
transgressions of Israel. Israel could not be asubstitute
for itself, since the passage clearly states that the Lord
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us.

Isaiah 53 continues to say that this person would
not receive the true justice of the Jewish law. This, of
course, was true during the trials of Jesus. They were
astounded that He didn’t try to defend Himself ...
He was oppressed ... yet he opened not his mouth”

(Isaiah 53:7).
Again there is aclear prediction that the Messiah

would die for the transgressions of Isaiah’s people, as
well, of course, as for the whole world. ..he was
cut off (killed) out of the land of the living, stricken for
the transgression of my people” (Isaiah 53:8b).

The details of prophecy relating to this portr^t of
the Messiah are exact. Isaiah says that He will die beside
criminals. “And they made his grave with the wicked.”
His grave would be with the rich: “And with arich man
in his death” (Isaiah 53:9).

Did it happen? Of course. Jesus was crucified be¬
tween two th ieves. Af ter His death one of the r ich Phar¬
isees, Joseph of Arimathaea, took pity on Him and
buried Him in his own tomb. Joseph was the rich man
predicted here.

We can picture Isaiah, standing at Calvary, looking
at the panoramic view that Jesus saw and experienced
on the cross. However, Isaiah saw this 700 years before
Jesus was born!

To continue in this remarkable passage, Isaiah speaks
of the fact that men could be declared righteous and
acceptable to God because He bore their sins. In Bibli¬
cal vernacular, this is the meaning of “justified.”

Isaiah said that He “made intercession for the trans¬
gressors” (Isaiah 53:12). Most persons with only a
slight exposure to Christian teaching will remember the
words of Jesus from the cross when He said, “Father,
forgive themj for they know not what they do.”
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Thirty Pieces of Silver

Another Old Testament prophet was Zechariah, who
wrote almost 500 years before Jesus lived. In his book
he gave another specific and minute prediction which
could only refer to one person. He wrote: “And Isaid
unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if
not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces
of silver. And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the
potter: agoodly price that Iwas prised at of them. And
Itook the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the
potter in the house of the Lord” (Zechariah 11:12,
1 3 K J V ) .

Notice the three specific trends in this passage. First,
there would be atime when the people would estimate
their own God’s worth at thirty pieces of silver. Then,
these thirty pieces would be cast down in the house
of the Lord, which is the Temple. Finally, the money
would be given to the potter for the graves of the poor
people.

Do you suppose any present-day “prophets” would
dare make such an exact prediction?

It happened exactly as told. Matthew records this
when he tells of Judas going to the chief priests who
were plotting to murder Jesus and saying, “What will
you give me if Ideliver Jesus to you?” And the priests
decided they would give thirty pieces of silver for the
betrayal (Matthew 26:14, 15).

After Jesus was betrayed and Judas saw that Jesus
was condemned to death, which was more severe than
Judas had anticipated, he regretted what he had done.
He went to the priests and tried to return the money,
but the priests insulted him. Judas became infuriated.
He threw the money down in the Temple (Matthew
27:3-5). (Prediction fulfilled.)

The priests took the money and piously said it wasn’t
proper to return to the treasury the price of the betrayal,
so they decided to give it to the potter to buy apotter’s
field (Matthew 27:6-10). (Trying to ease their con¬
sciences, no doubt.)

Notice one very important point. Jesus had no con¬
trol over this prophecy. It had to be fulfilled without any
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interference on His part. This fact explodes the major
premise of abook which has gained some popularity,
ca l l ed The Passove r P l o t . Wh i l e t he w r i t e r o f t h i s book
does aservice by accepting the historical reality of
Jesus, he claims that Jesus deliberately plotted to MfiU
the predictions of the Messiah given in the Old Testa¬
ment This theory could not be valid because there is no
way to explain how many predictions, such as the one
about the thirty pieces of silver, could be fulfilled when
the circumstances were out of Jesus’ hands.

Predictions Relating to the Crucifixion

Jesus told His disciples that there were predictions of
His suffering in the Psalms (Luke 24:44—46).

One of the clearest prophecies is found in Psalm 22,
which was written by King David more than 1000 years
b e f o r e C l i r i s t . D a v i d d e s c r i b e s e v e n t s w h i c h c o u l d n o t
have happened to himself since they were beyond the
scope of hK own experience.

The Psalms were accepted as the word of God and
David was speaking “in ̂ e Spirit,” as the ancient rab¬
binical schools recognized. The psalmist gives adetailed
and precise prediction of aperson being crucified. He
speaks of the suffering of the Messiah as if he were on
the cross with Him, feeling His pain, seeing the people
and events around him. Speaking in the spirit of the
Messiah, David says, “I am poured out like water”—^he
is speaking of the profuse perspiration of one hanging
in the intense sun. “And all my bones are out of joint”
—^this is one of the most excruciating aspects of cruci¬
fixion. The ligaments stretch and the bones pop out of
joint.

He tells of the intense thirst—“and my tongue cleav-
eth to my jaws.” Jesus said on the cross, “I thirst.

“For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the
wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my bands and
my feet. Imay tell aU my bones: they look and stare
upon me. They part my garments among them, and cast
lots upon my vesture” (Psalm 22:16-18 KJV).

“Dog” was acommon slang expression the Jews used
for the Gentiles—^Jesus was surrounded by Gentiles at

»
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the crucifixion. He was crucified in the nude; this pas¬
sage speaks of the shame of it. At the foot of the cross
the soldiers gambled (or cast lots) for His robe.

As perfect as this passage is in its prophetic accuracy,
it gains additional importance when we realize that cru¬
cifixion as away of punishment was not known at the
time David wrote this. The Jews of that time executed
by stoning. It was not until about 200 b.c. when the
Romans adopted this cruel practice that crucifixion was
widely used—800 years after this prophecy.

3 0

Guaranteed Accuracy

If there is one thing that guarantees the historical ac¬
curacy of what the New Testament authors wrote it is
the animosity of the Jewish people who crucified Jesus.
The message of these prophecy fulfillments was spread
by word of mouth all over the Palestinian area starting
fifty days after these events happened.

If those who crucified Jesus could have disproved any
of the historical realities of these events they would have
done so and destroyed the whole movement from the
beginning. But they didn’t bring up any refutation of
the facts of fulfilled prophecy; instead they put to death
the persons who were proclaiming these facts.

That generation did not take seriously the credentials
of the suffering Messiah. Jesus predicted the destruction
of those who put Him on the cross. “For the days shall

upon you when your enemies will throw up abank
before you, and surround you, and hem you in on every
side, and level you to the ground and your children
within you, and they will not leave in you one stone
upon another, because you did not recognize the time
of your visitation” (Luke 19:43, 44 NASB).

Was this prophecy fulfilled? As previously mentioned,
Titus and the Roman legions swept down upon Jerusa¬
lem and destroyed it in a.d. 70.

c o m e

W i l l W e L e a r n ?

Will we repeat history? Will we fail to take the proph¬
ets literally and seriously? Will we be indifferent? Will
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we allow those who claim to be religious leaders to
explain these things away and not investigate for our¬
selves?

There are many more predictions about the reigning
Messiah who is yet to come than there were about the
suffering Messiah. Will we fail to weigh these prophecies
for ourselves, in spite of what others may say?

The remainder of this book will present the proph¬
ecies which are related to the specific pattern of world
events which are precisely predicted as coming together
shortly before the coming of the Messiah the second
time—coming in power to rule the earth.

Many of these predictions were in the same para-
^aphs as those relating to the first coming of the Mes¬
siah. Do we dare allegorize away the meaning of these?

Will these predictions be fulfilled just as certainly and
graphically as those of the first coming?

This writer says positively, “Yes.”

3 1



Tfiere ore few countries which have piayed so cenfrof
oroie in world history as the Land of Israel.

DAVID BEN-GURION,

4
ISRAEL, OISRAEL

Some time in the future there wll be aseven-year period
climaxed by the visible return of Jesus Christ.

Most prophecies which have not yet been fulfilled
concern events which will develop shortly before the
beginning of and during this seven-year countdown.

The general time of this seven-year period couldn’t
begin until the Jewish people re-established their natiou
in their ancient homeland of Palestine.

Keys to the Prophetic Puzzle
Adefinite international realignment of nations into

four spheres of political power had to occur in the same
era as this rebirth of Israel. Each sphere of power had
to be led by acertain predicted nation and allied with
certain other nations. The relationships of all these fac¬
tors to each other is easily determined by the following
clues: first, each one of the four spheres of political
power is said to be present and vitally involved with the
r e b o r n s t a t e o f I s r a e l .

Secondly, each one of these spheres of power is a
major factor in the final great war called “Armaged¬
don,” which is to be triggered by an invasion of the new
state o f Is rae l .

Third, each one of these spheres of power will be
judged and destroyed for invading the new state of
Israel, by the personal return of Ae Jewish Messiah,
Jesus Christ.

It should be obvious that these predicted movements
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of history are interrelated in their general time of begin¬
ning and ending. This is why the prophecies can be
pieced together to make acoherent picture, even though
the pieces are scattered in small bits throû out the Old
and New Testaments.

Raised Eyebrows

Many Bible students in recent years tried to fit the
events of World War Iand II to the prophetic signs
which would herald the imminent return of Christ. Their
failure discredited prophecy.

The people who have fled to the mountains to await
the end of the world haven’t had the faintest idea about
the truths in Bible prophecy.

It is because of fliese unscriptural attempts at calcu¬
lating dates that some eyebrows rise when we speak of
Bible prophecy today.

Dream and Reality

The one event which many Bible students in the past
overlooked was this paramount prophetic sign: Israel
had to be anation again in the land of its forefathers.

Israel anation—a dream for so many years, made a
reality on 14 May 1948 when David Ben-Gurion read
the Declaration of Independence announcing the estab¬
lishment of aJewish nation to be known as the State of
I s r a e l .

In 1949, Prime Minister Ben-Gurion said that Israel’s
policy “consists of bringing all Jews to Israel ,.
are still at the beginning.

. w e
” 1

What Countdown?

This seven-year period we have called the *‘count-
down” is aperiod of unique events. There is more
prophecy concerning this period than any other era the
Bible describes.

The apostle John counted out seven years for this
period when he spoke of the second half being forty-two
months (i.e., years), and the first half being 1260
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days (i.e., 3Vi x360 days, which is the Biblical year)
(Revelation 11:2, 3).

The prophet Jeremiah spoke of the time when God
would return His people of Israel and Judah from a
great captivity and dispersion. He calls this period “the
t i m e o f J a c o b ’ s t r o u b l e . ”

As Christ told of the world conditions that would
immediately precede His coming, He said, “For then
there will be great tribulation [affliction, distress and
oppression] such as has not been from the beginning of
the world until now, no, and never will be. And if those
days had not been shortened, no human being would be
saved” (Matthew 24:21, 22).

In other words, this period will be marked by the
greatest devastation that man has ever brought upon
himself. Mankind will be on the brink of self-annihila¬
tion when Christ suddenly returns to put an end to the
war of wars called Armageddon.

Israel, the Fuse of Armageddon

What has happened and what is happening right now
to Israel is significant in the entire prophetic picture.
Men who have studied events that were to occur shortly
before the great holocaust known as Armageddon are
amazed as they see them happening before their eyes.

Too few Biblical scholars pay any serious attention to
the proven prophetic content of Scripture. Dr. William
F. Albright, eminent archaeologist and professor of
Semitic Languages, noted this fact after he had verified
many historic fulfillments of Bible prophecy. He said,
“That the prophets were not only dedicated men, but
also predictors of the future, is fully recognized in Bibli¬
cal tradition but has been under-emphasized by modem
B i b l i c a l s c h o l a r s . . . .

The nation of Israel cannot be ignored; we see the
Jews as amiracle of history. Even the casual observer is
amazed how the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob have survived as adistinct race in spite of the
most formidable odds. What other people can trace their
continuous unity back nearly 4,000 years?

Twice the Jews have been destroyed as anation and

» » 2
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dragged away as slaves under inhuman circumstances;
twice the Jews returned to their ancient homeland and
r e - e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r n a t i o n .

What other people have preserved adistinct and sep¬
arate national identity in spite of atotal of some 2600
years of being scattered—years of dispersion, as it is
called? During all these years these men and women
without acountry have suffered the most insane and
unjust persecutions ever endured by any collection of
people or nationalities.

Jewish survival is aphenomenon. However, Jewish
history, with all of its tragedies and triumphs, has been
accurately foretold.

Setting the Stage

History may be dry bones to some, but the history of
how the stage was set for the rebirth of Israel is fascinat¬
ing. This history also serves as astandard to test how
reliable future prophecy concerning Israel will be. Let’s
look at the record of past prophecy fulfilled concerning
I s r a e l .

G o d ’ s W o o d s h e d

Some 3500 years ago, at atime when the Jewish peo¬
ple were enroute from Egypt to possess the Promised
Land of Palestine, Moses predicted that they would be
chastened, or disciplined, twice, as anation, for not be¬
lieving their God and rejecting His ways. The first stage
of this disciplinary action came from Babylon.

Misery in Babylon

Moses predicted that amighty nation would invade
and destroy Israel. The invaders would be so fierce that
they would have no respect for either the very old or the
very young. Civilians would be massacred and property
completely destroyed. The survivors would be taken as
slaves.

As previously noted, the prophet Isaiah added details
to what Moses predicted, about 150 years before it
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occurred. Isaiah said to aking of Judah, named Heze-
kiah: “Behold, the days are coming when all that is in
your house, and that which your predecessors have
stored up till this day, shall be carried to Babylon.
Nothing shall be left, says the Lord” (Isaiah 39:6
Amplified).

The prophet Jeremiah, several years before it hap¬
pened, predicted how long the Babylonian captivity
would last: “And this whole land shall be awaste and
an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king
of Babylon seventy years” (Jeremiah 25:11 Amplified).

Precisely as predicted, the Babylonians swept into the
southern kingdom of Israel and Jerusalem and destroyed
it. Those who survived the holocaust were carried off to
Babylon as slaves where they remained for seventy years
(II Chronicles 36:15-21).

At the end of this period of enslavement the Persian
king, Cyrus, released some of the Jewish people to re¬
turn and rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem (II Chronicles
36:22, 23). You will recall that this king had been pre¬
dicted by name some 200 years before by Isaiah (Isaiah
44:28; 45:4).

The Winds of Rome

In the same prophecy in which he predicted the first
stage of divine discipline, Moses also predicted the sec¬
ond stage. He said that because of continued disbelief
and rejection of their God, Israel would be destroyed as
anation asecond t ime. This t ime the survivors would
be scattered throughout the world in every nation. They
would be relentlessly persecuted—men without acoun¬
try. Moses gives agraphic portrayal of the history of the
Jews when he says that they will be scattered among all
the people of the earth, where they “shall find no ease.
The Jews will find no rest for their feet, their very lives
shall “hang in doubt” (Deuteronomy 28:64-68).

Many other prophets, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Eze¬
kiel, and Amos to name afew, all predicted the great
world-wide exile of the Jewish people and the destruc¬
t ion o f the Jewish na t ion .

Just before His arrest and crucifixion, Jesus said,

9 9
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! . for there will be agreat distress upon the land,
and wrath to this people, and they will fall by the edge
of the sword, and will be led captive into all the
thns ..(Luke 21:23, 24 NASB).

It’s very important to note that this great theme of
prophecy concerning the global dispersion was predicted
by Jesus as occurring to the same generation that cruci¬
fied Him. He said, “Truly Isay to you, all these things
shall come upon this generation” (Matthew 23:36
NASB).

History verifies the accuracy of these prophecies. Just
predicted by Jesus, less than forty years after His

death Titus and the Roman legions destroyed Jerusalem
and the nation, slaughtering hundreds of thousands.
Those who survived were shipped off to the slave mar¬
kets in Egypt. Soon the supply exceeded the demand
and they were worthless, even as lowly slaves.

For ̂most 2000 years the sons of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob have wandered around the earth with
country of their own, in constant fear of persecution and
death. Iam sure that they have asked the question mil¬
lions of times, why all this evil for us? The true Christian
has looked on with amazement and compassion, while
the Jew has become aphenomenon to the world. It is no
wonder that Moses wrote concerning their sufferings and
punishment, “They (i.e., the judgments) shall be upon
you for asign [of warning to other nations] and for a
wonder, and upon your descendants for ever” (Deuter¬
onomy 28:46 Amplified).

Israel’s history of misery which has exactly fulfilled
prophetic warnings should be asign to the whole world
—a sign which among other things should teach that
God means what He says, and says what He means.

3 7
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I s r a e l R e b o r n

The same prophets who predicted the world-wide
exile and persecution of the Jews also predicted their
restoration as anation. It is surprising that many could
not see the obvious: since the first part of these prophe¬
cies came true we should have anticipated that the sec¬
ond part would come true, also. This restoration was to
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come about in the general time of the climactic seven-
year countdown and its finale—the personal appearance
of the Messiah to deliver the new state from destruction.

Set the Record Straight

Right here acareful distinction must be made be¬
tween “the physical restoration” to the land of Palestine
as anation, which clearly occurs shortly before the Mes¬
siah’s coming and the “spiritual restoration” of all Jews
who have believed in the Messiah just after His return
to t h i s ea r th .

The “physical restoration” is accomplished by unbe¬
lieving Jews through their human effort. As amatter of
fact, the great catastrophic events which are to happen
to this nation during “the tribulation” are primarily de¬
signed to shock the people into believing in their true
Messiah (Ezekiel 38; 39).

The Scoffers

For many years prior to 1948 some Christian scholars
denied the possibility of accepting the prophecies con¬
cerning the restoration of Israel as anation in Palestine.
As amatter of fact, many Bible teachers taught that ail
prophecy relating to Israel’s future was fulfilled in Isra¬
el’s past. Others taught that the promises made to Israel
must be applied to the Church (since Israel rejected her
Messiah). Some theologians of the liberal school still
insist that prophecy has no literal meaning for today
and that it cannot be taken seriously. It is difficult to
understand this view if one carefully weighs the case of
Israel’s rebirth as anation.

Truth From Dusty Books
There has been down through history agroup of men

who diligently studied the prophetic content of the Bible
and took it both seriously and literally. This writer
searched through many commentaries on the subject
dating back to a.d. 1611 and found that many scholars
clearly understood that the Jews would return to Pal-
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estine and re-establish their nation before the Messiah
would come. These men held this position in spite of
mocking and ridicule on the part of the majority ofChristendom.

The certainty of Israel’s physical rebirth as anation
and restoration to Palestine was seen by Dr. John Gum¬
ming in 1864. Thumb through his fascinating old book,
over ahundred years old, and you’ll read: “How comes
It to pass that as anation they have been dispersed over
every land, yet insulated, separated, and alone amid the
nations? The predictions of their restoration are in
words as definite only not yet fulfilled. As anation they
were cut off and dispersed, and it is (W anation that theyshall be gathered and restored.

“But one closing act in this great dramatic history of
an extraordinary people is yet wanting to complete the
whole. Their restoration is predicted and demanded.
Who will stretch out his hand to move the scene and
call forth the actors.” ®

Was this man aprophet or astudent of the prophets
of God? ^

The fact that the Jews had to be restored as anation
before Christ could return was seen by James Grant, an
English Bible scholar writing in 1866.

“The personal coming of Christ, to establish His mil¬
lennial reign on earth, will not take place until the Jews
are restored to their own land, and the enemies of Christ
and the Jews have gathered together their armies from
all parts of the world, and have commenced the siege
of Jerusalem ...now the return of the Jews to the
Holy Land, and the mustering and marshalling of these
mighty armies, with aview to capturing Jerusalem, must
require aconsiderable time yet." *

(This was written eighty-two years before Israel
made anation.)

Increase Mather, afamous minister in the early colo¬
nies of America, wrote abook published in 1669 en¬
titled The Mystery of Israel’s Salvation. In this book he
developed many of the crucial prophecies of Israel’s
restoration. He, too, showed that the Jews would return
to Palestine and become anation before their spiritual
conversion and the return of the Messiah, Jesus Christ

3 9
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The great contribution of these men who stood
against the prevailing religious opinion of their day is
obvious. They prove that these prophetic passages are
clear and could be understood if taken literally. Ahun¬
dred or more years ago the prospect of the nation of
Israel seemed impossible. Their faith in these passages
in the Bible has been verified before our eyes!

These men used what may be called the golden rule
of interpretation which the Biblical record of fulfilled
prophecy indicates is correct.

“When the plain sense of Scripture makes common
sense, seek no other sense; therefore, take every word
at its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning unless the
facts of the immediate context, studied in the light of
related passages and axiomatic and fundamental truths,
indicate clearly otherwise.

This is the method which this writer has diligently
sought to follow.

4 0
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Three Important Events
To be specific about Israel’s great significance as a

sign of the time, there are three things that were to
happen. First, the Jewish nation would be reborn in the
land of Palestine. Secondly, the Jews would repossess
old Jerusalem and the sacred sites. Thirdly, they would
rebuild their ancient temple of worship upon its historic
si te .

The Nation Born in aDay
Some 2600 years ago Ezekiel showed that the Jewish

nation would be reborn after along world-wide disper¬
sion, but before the coming of the Messiah to judge a
great enemy who would rise up against the new nation.
Here is Ezekiel—speaking prophetically to this great
enemy of the revived state—“After many days you shall
be visited and mustered for service; in the latter years
you shall go against the land that is restored from the
ravages of the sword, where people are gathered out of
many nations upon the mountains of Israel, which had
been acontinual waste; but its people are brought forth
out of the nations ..(Ezeldel 38:8 Amplified).
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The Time of This Prophecy’s Fulfillment
There are several clues in Ezekiel’s words which make

it possible to pinpoint the time of this restoration.
Clue one: “The latter years” is the first. Dr, Kac, a

Jewish medical doctor and noted Bible scholar, sums it
up this way: “The phrase ‘latter days’ always refers in
the Old Testament to the time of Israel’s final and com¬
plete national restoration and spiritual redemption.

Clue two: This restoration is clearly after along-term
desolation of the land of Israel. Note the following state¬
ments in the context: “the land that is restored from
the ravages of the sword ..And, ..the moun¬
tains of Israel, which had been acontinual waste. ..

Clue three; It is also atime when the Jewish people
are being returned from exile “out of many nations.”
Ezekiel 37 is part of this context and details the miracle
of the physical restoration of the Jews to their own land,
then afterward their spiritual conversion. This was pre¬
dicted to occur at atime when the world would be say¬
ing, “Behold, they say. Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost; we are completely cut off” (Ezekiel 37:11
Amplified).

Clue four: The crux of the case is that this physical
restoration to the land is directly associated with trigger¬
ing the hostility which brings about agreat judgment
upon all nations and the Messiah’s return to set up God’s
IGngdom. In other words, it is the presence of this
reborn nation of Israel, flourishing in prosperity, that
excites agreat enemy from the uttermost north of Pal¬
estine to launch an attack upon them which sets off the
last war of the world. This war is to be ended with such
adisplay of divine intervention that agreat many of the
surviving Gentiles and Jews put their whole trust in
the true Messiah, Jesus Christ

It cannot be emphasized enough. This restoration
would take place after aworld-wide dispersion and long¬
term desolation of the land of Israel. However, it would
occur shortly before the events which will culminate with
the personal, visible return of the Messiah, Jesus Christ,
to set up an everlasting Kingdom and bring about the
spiritual conversion of Israel

« 6
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Jesus the Prophet

Jesus Christ also pinpointed the general time of His
return when His disciples asked Him two important
questions. “What will be the sign of your coming?” they
wanted to know. And “What will be the sign of the end
of the age?”

The “coming” referred to in the question above is
commonly referred to as the second advent of Christ.
It was only natural that they wanted to know what signs
would indicate His return to set up God’s promised
Kingdom.

In answer Jesus gave many general signs involving
world conditions which he called “birth pangs,” He said
that these signs, such as religious apostasy, wars, national
revolutions, earthquakes, famines, etc., would increase
in frequency and intensity just like birth pangs before a
c h i l d i s b o r n .

One of the great signs He predicted, however, is often
overlooked. He speaks of the Jewish people being in the
land of Palestine as anation at the time of His return.
He speaks of “those who are in Judea” fleeing to the
mountains to escape the great battles that immediately
precede His return (Matthew 24:16).

Another statement of Jesus demands anational exis¬
tence with even their ancient worship restored. “Pray
that your flight may not be ... on aSabbath” (Mat¬
thew 24:20). This indicates that the ancient traditions
regarding travel on the Sabbath would be in force again,
thus hindering arapid escape from the predicted in¬
v a s i o n .

Even the Temple has to be rebuilt according to the
sign given in Matthew 24:15, (More will be said about
this shortly.)

Jesus’ predictions regarding the nation restored to the
land are extremely significant when we recall that He
predicted aworld-wide dispersion and complete destruc¬
tion of the nation which would begin with the generation
which crucified Him (Luke 21:22, 23; Matthew 23:36).

Yet when Jesus looks into the future and describes
the conditions which would prevail at His coming. He
puts the Jews back in the land as anation.
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It is in this context that Jesus predicts an extremely
important time clue. He says: “Now learn the parable
from the fig tree: when its branch has already become
tender, and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer
is near; even so you too, when you see all these things,
recognize that He is near, right at the door” (Matthew
24:32, 33 NASB).

Perfect Parable

When the signs just given begin to multiply and in¬
crease in scope it’s similar to the certainty of leaves
coming on the fig tree. But the most important sign in
M a t t h e w h a s t o b e t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e J e w s t o t h e

land in the rebirth of Israel. Even the figure of speech
“fig tree” has been ahistoric symbol of national Israel.
When the Jewish people, after nearly 2000 years of
exile, under relentless persecution, became anation
again on 14 May 1948 the “fig tree” put forth its first
leaves.

Jesus said that this would indicate that He was “at the
door,” ready to return. Then He said, “Truly Isay to
you, this generation will not pass away until all these
things take place” (Matthew 24:34 NASB).

What generation? Obviously, in context, the genera¬
tion that would see the signs—chief among them the
rebirth of Israel. Ageneration in the Bible is something
like forty years. If this is acorrect deduction, then within
forty years or so of 1948, all these things could take
place. Many scholars who have studied Bible prophecy
all their lives believe that this is so.

The Repossession of Jerusalem
Another important event that had to take place before

the stage would be fully set for the “seven-year count¬
down” was the repossession of ancient Jerusalem. Much
of what is to happen to the Jewish people at the return
of the Messiah is to occur in the vicinity of the ancient
city.

Zechariah some 2500 years ago predicted the great
invasion against the Jewish people who would dwell
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ancient Jerusalem at the time of Messiah’s secondn e a r

coming. Chapters 12 through 14 of Zechariah graphi¬
cally describe the events in sequence.

Here an outline of these crucial chapters:
1. The siege of Jerusalem by all nations (12:1-3).
2. Adescription of the battle in and around Jerusa¬

lem (12:4-9).
3. The personal revelation of Jesus Christ as Messiah

to aremnant of Jews in Jerusalem (12:10).
4. The repentance and faith which occurs at this per¬

sonal revelation (12:11-14).
5. The opening of the fountain of for^veness to re¬

pentant Israel (13:1).
6. The triumphant return of the Messiah (14:1-21).
It is clear in these chapters that the Jews would have

to be dwelling in and have possession of the ancient city
of Jerusalem at the time of the Messiah’s triumphant
a d v e n t

Jesus Christ also predicted this situation in His last
great public message before His arrest. He warned the
Jews who would be living in Judea to look for “the
abomination of desolation,” which was spoken of by
Daniel, the prophet, standing in the “holy place” (Mat¬
thew 24 :15 ) .

“The abomination of desolation” has atechnical Jew¬
ish meaning which is to desecrate the Temple by bring¬
ing aGentile or an unholy thing into the holy place
(a consecrated compartment where only an autiiorized
priest is to enter). An “abomination of desolation” hap¬
pened once before in Jewish history when in 165 b.c.

invading king named Antiochus Epiphanes slaugh¬
tered apig in the holy place.

The point is this, in order for there to be aTemple,
there would have to be arepossession of the Temple site
in ancient Jerusalem.

In March and April of 1967 Iwas lecturing on this
subject at many college campuses on the West coast.
Isaid that if this was the time that Ithought it was, then

a n
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somehow the Jews were going to have to repossess old
Jerusalem. Many chuckled about that statement.

Then came the war of June, 1967—the phenomenal
Israeli six-day blitz. Iwas personally-puzzled as to the
significance of it all until the third day of fighting when
Moshe Dayan, the ingenious Israeli general, marched to
the wailing wall, the last remnant of the Old Temple,
and said, “We have returned to our holiest of holy
places, never to leave her again.”

Needless to say, Ireceived quite afew phone calls
after that. Again, against incredible odds, the Jews had
unwittingly further set up the stage for their final hour
o f t r i a l a n d c o n v e r s i o n .

The Third Temple
There remains but one more event to completely set

the stage for Israel’s part in the last great act of her
historical drama. This is to rebuild the ancient Ternple
of worship upon its old site. There is only one place that
this Temple can be built, according to the law of Moses.
This is upon Mount Moriah. It is there that two previous
Temples were built: the first was built by Solomon 3000
years ago. The second was built by the returning Baby¬
lonian exiles 2400 years ago. This one was completely
refurbished by Herod the Great later on in an effort to
win the favor and acceptance of the Jews. The second
Temple was totally destroyed by Titus and the Roman
Legions in a.d. 70.

There is one major problem barring the construction
of athird Temple. That obstacle is the second holiest
place of the Moslem faith, the Dome of the Rock. This
is believed to be built squarely in the middle of the old
temple site.

Obstacle or no obstacle, it is certain that the Temple
will be rebuilt. Prophecy demands it.

Jesus Christ predicted an event which would trigger a
time of unparalleled catastrophe for the Jewish nation
shortly before His second coming. This “abomination of
desolation” or desecration of the inner sanctum of the
Temple would occur at the midway point of God’s last
seven years of dealing with the Jewish people before
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setting up the long-awaited Kingdom of God (Daniel
9:27) .

Daniel’s prediction also indicates that aprince would
rise up from among the people who destroyed the sec¬
ond Temple (who were the Romans in a.d. 70) and that
he “would make afirm covenant” with the Jewish peo¬
ple. This treaty would guarantee the religious freedom
to reinstitute the old “sacrifices and oblations” of the
law of Moses.

This “prince” must be from arevived form of the
ancient Roman Empire. (More about this in alater
chapter.)

The apostle Paul predicts the activities of this Roman
prince in great detail and gives us insight into the act that
is called “the abomination of desolation.” Paul speaks
of this person as one who “opposes and exalts himself
above every so-called god or object of worship, so that
he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying him¬
self as being God” (II Thessalonians 2:4 NASB). By
this act, the Roman prince, who is also called “the Law¬
less One” and “the Antichrist,” breaks his covenant with
the Jewish people and causes the Jewish temple worship,
according to the law of Moses, to cease (Daniel 9:27).

Tie It All Together
The main points are these: first, there will be arein¬

stitution of the Jewish worship according to the law of
Moses with sacrifices and oblations in the general time
of Christ’s return; secondly, there is to be adesecra¬
tion of the Jewish Temple in the time immediately pre¬
ceding Christ’s return.

We must conclude that athird Temple will be rebuilt
upon its ancient site in old Jerusalem.

If this is the time that this writer believes it is, there
will soon begin the construction of this Temple. Are
there any evidences of such intentions in Israel?

In afascinating article written shortly after the recap¬
ture of old Jerusalem, areporter interviewed afamous
Israeli historian, Israel Eldad. In answer to the question,
“Do your people intend to rebuild the Temple?” Eldad
said, “From the time that King David first conquered
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Jerusalem until Solomon built the Temple, just one gen¬
eration passed. So will it be with us.”

The reporter was so startled by that answer that he
asked, “What about the Dome of the Rock which now
stands on the temple site?”

Eldad replied, “It is, of course, an open question.
Who knows, maybe there will be an earthquake.”

The hope of rebuilding the Temple that is present in
the hearts of devout Jews, some of whom are in power¬
ful positions in the IsraeU government, was clearly re¬
flected here.

With the Jewish nation reborn in the land of Palestine,
ancient Jerusalem once again under total Jewish control
for the first time in 2600 years, and talk of rebuilding
the great Temple, the most important prophetic sign of
Jesus Christ’s soon coming is before us. This has now
set the stage for the other predicted signs to develop in
history. It is like the key piece of ajigsaw puzzle being
found and then having the many adjacent pieces rapidly
fall into place.

For all those who trust in Jesus Christ, it is atime of
electrifying excitement.



T/ie nexf war will not be with the Arabs, but with the
R u s s i a n s .

GENERAL MOSHE DAYAN, 1968

...and come from your place out of the uttermost
parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all
of fhem riding on horses, agreat host, amighty army;
you will come up against my people Israel, like acloud
covering the land. In the latter days Iwill bring you
acrainsf my land, that the nations may know me, when
through you, OGog, Ivindicate my holiness before
their eyes.

EZEKIEL 38:15-16, 650 8.C.

5
R U S S I A I S A G O G

The new State of Israel will be plagued by acertain pat¬
tern of events which has been clearly forecasted.

Shortly after the restoration of the Jews in the land of
Israel, an incredible enemy will arise to its “uttermost
north.” This enemy will be composed of one great
nation which will gather around it anumber of allies. It
is this “Northern Confederacy” that is destined to plunge
the world into its final great war which Christ will return
to end.

When Iwas ateenager watching the end of World War
II, facing the continued fear of another war, Iwondered
then how it would all end. Ionce heard aradio program
with aminister saying that the Bible indicated that the
last war of the world would be fought between nations
symbolized by an ea^e and abear. That was interesting
to me, but he didn’t back up his remarks with any defi¬
nite proof. Even though Iwasn’t religious or interested
in the Bible, Istill spent many hours in bull sessions
about this subject with other men who were as irreligious

myself. Little did Irealize at that time how definitea s
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the Bible is about who the nations will be that play the
major roles in the last drama. There is certainly more
revealed than the vague symbols of an eagle and abear.

There are three major prophecies on this northern
sphere of political power which are to be found in Eze¬
kiel 38; 39; Daniel 11:40-45; and Joel 2:20. It is of
paramount importance to identify the time to which
these prophecies apply, who the leading nation of the
confederacy is, and who the allies

Then we shall see what this Northern Confederacy will
do and how it will end.

4 9

a r e .

What Time Is It?

There are several clues in Ezekiel’s prophecy which
establish the time to which it applies.

First, several times in the prophecy it is ascribed to
“the latter years” (Ezekiel 38:8) and “the latter days,”
which have been previously noted (Ezekiel 38:16).
These are definite terms which denote the time just pre¬
ceding and including the events which will be climaxed
by the second advent of Jesus Christ, who will come this
time as the
Kingdom.

Second, this prediction is found in acontext with a
definite chronological sequence of events.

Ezekiel 36 and 37 speak of the final restoration of
the Jews to the land of Palestine, arestoration from
which they will never be scattered again. This restoration
has two distinctions which show that it couldn’t be speak¬
ing of the time when the Jews returned from the Baby¬
lonian exile.

The first distinction is that they are to return from a
long world-wide dispersion. (The Babylonian dispersion
wasn’t very long nor was it world-wide.) The second
distinction is that this restoration is immediately prior
to and connected with the period of tribulation. This
period brings about agreat spiritual rebirth of the nation
and the return of Jesus the Messiah to rescue them from
their enerdies.

Ezekiel speaks of the physical restoration of the nation
when he says: “But you, Omountains of Israel, shall

reigning Messiah” to set up God’s promised
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shoot forth your branches and yield your fruit to My
people Israel; for they are soon to come home” (Ezekiel
36:8 Amplified).

And again from Ezekiel, “For Iwill take you from
among the nations, and gather you out of all countries,
and bring you into your own land” (Ezekiel 36:24
Amplified).

Ezekiel then foretells the spiritual regeneration of the
people at some point after they are restored as anation
when he says, “Then will Isprinkle clean water upon
you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness,
and from all your idols will Icleanse you. Anew heart
will Igive you, and anew spirit will Iput within you:
and Iwill take away the stony heart out of your flesh
and give you aheart of flesh. And IwUl put My Spirit
within you and cause you to walk in My statutes ..
(Ezekiel 36:25-27 Amplified).

The parable of Ezekiel 37 describes these same events
in this sequence: first, the physical restoration as anation
in the land and then the spiritual rebirth of the people.
Ezekiel explains the prophetic vision, indicating the dry
bones as “the whole house of Israel” hopelessly scat¬
tered throughout the nations of the world (Ezekiel
37:11). Tlie bones coming together and sinews and flesh
being put upon them is explained as meaning the re-
gathering of the people into aphysical restoration of a
national existence in Palestine. Isn’t it fascinating how
graphic this physical analogy is?

Ezekiel’s vision, however, goes beyond the purely
physical. It says ..but there was no breath or spirit
in them” (Ezekiel 37:8 Amplified). This indicates that
the real spiritual life would come with the rebirth of the
people after the restoration.

T^s restoration and spiritual rebirth of the nation is
to be the beginning of the everlasting kingdom which
the Messiah is promised to bring. Ezekiel says, “I will
make acovenant of peace with diem; it shall be an ever¬
lasting covenant with them ... Iwill set My sanctuary
in the midst of them for evermore” (Ezekiel 37:26
Amplified).

Study Ezekiel 38 and 39. The most significant part of
this chain of events is established here. These chapters
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indicate with certainty that after the physical restoration
of the nation, but before the spiritual rebirth, the great
northern enemy wiU invade Israel (Ezekiel 38:8, 16).
Then God will supematurally judge the northern in¬
vaders, and this is the very act which will impel the
Israeli people to know and believe in their true Messiah,
Jesus Christ (Ezekiel 39:6-8).

Zechariah beautifully described this scene when he
quotes God ^saying, “And Iwill pour out upon the
house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem aspirit
of compassion and supplication, so that, when they look
on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for
him, as one mourns for an only child ..(Zechariah
12:10).

Ezekiel speaks in chapters 40 through 48 of
worship pattern which will be established after the Mes¬
siah, Jesus Christ, comes to reign on earth over the King¬
dom of God,

Since the restoration of Israel as anation in 1948,
have lived in the most significant period of prophetic
history. We are living in the times which Ezekiel pre¬
dicted in chapters 38 and 39.

In 1854 ascholar named Chamberlain summed up the
cnix of what has just been said. In commenting on Eze¬
kiel 38, he observed, “From all which Ishould infer, the
coming restoration of Israel will at first be gradual and
pacific; arestoration permitted, if not assisted and en¬
couraged or protected. They will return to occupy the
whole land, both cities and villages; they will be settled
there, become prosperous and increasing in wealth,
before this great confederacy of northern people will be
formed against them.

C o n s i d e r t h a t C h a m b e r l a i n w r o t e t h i s o v e r o n e h u n ¬
dred years ago—long before Israel was anation
sisted and encouraged” by other coimtries.
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W h o I s t h e N o r t h e r n C o m m a n d e r ?

For centuries, long before the current events could
have influenced the interpreter’s ideas, men have recog¬
nized that Ezekiel’s prophecy about the northern com¬
m a n d e r r e f e r r e d t o R u s s i a .
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Dr. John Cumming, writing in 1864, said, “This king
of the North Iconceive to be the autocrat of Russia
...that Russia occupies aplace, and avery momen¬
tous place, in the prophetic word has been admitted by
almost all expositors. ” 2

Whafs the Evidence?

Ezekiel describes this northern commander as “Gog,
of the land of Magog, the chief prince (or ruler) of
Rosh, of Meshech and Tubal” (^ekiel 38:2 Ampli¬
fied). This gives the ethnic background of this com¬
mander and his people.

In other words, the prophet gives the family tree of
this northern commander so that we can trace the migra¬
tions of these tribes to the modem nation that we know.

Gog is &e symbolic name of the nation’s leader and
Magog is his land. He is also the prince of the ancient
people who were called Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.

In the Biblical chapter commonly called the “Table
of Nations” by scholam these names are mentioned.
(See Genesis 10.) They are described as the grandsons
of Noah through his son Japheth, with the exception of
Rosh (Genesis 10:1, 2). Magog is the second son;
Tubal is the fifth son; and Meshech is the sixth son.

You must be all excited about Magog, Meshech, and
Tubal by this time! You are probably saying, “What in
the world do these crusty relics of fiction have to do with
Russia?” Let this writer assure you, these names are not
fiction, but they have turned up in many archaeological
discoveries in very early accounts of ancient history.
One reason for this is that the families of these fore¬
fathers adopted their names as “tribal names.” The fam¬
ily descended from Magog became known as the tribe
of Magog, etc.

Dead Men Do Tell Tales!

It is necessary on the next few pages to establish some
documentation from ancient history. Some people find
this subject “a little dull,” to say the least. If this is your

you may wish to skim over the high points. Forc a s e ,
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Others, it will prove to be rewarding to check carefully
the grounds upon which the historical case is built.

Herodotus, the fifth century b.c. Greek philosopher,
is quoted as mentioning Meshech and Tubal. He iden¬
tified them with apeople named the Samaritans and
Muschovites who lived at that time in the ancient prov¬
ince of Pontus in northern Asia Minor.®

Josephus, aJewish historian of the first century, says
that the people of his day known as the Moschevi and
Thobelites were founded by Meshech and Tubal respec¬
tively. He said, “. ..Magog is called the Scythians by
the Greeks.” He continued by saying that these people
lived in the northern regions above the Caucasus
t a i n s . *

Pliny, anoted Roman writer of early Christian times,
said, “Hierapolis, taken by the Scythians, was afterward
called Magog.” ®In this he shows that the dreaded bar¬
baric people called the Scythians were identified with
their ancient tribal name. Any good history book of
ancient times traces the Scythians to be aprincipal part
of the people who make up modem Russia.

Wilhelm Gesenius, agreat Hebrew scholar of the
early nineteenth century, discusses these words in his
xmsuxpassed Hebrew Lexicon. “Meshech,” he says, “was
founder of the Moschi, abarbarous people, who dwelt
in the Moschian mountains.” *

This scholar went on to say that the Greek name,
“Moschi,” derived from the Hebrew name Meshech is
the source of the name for the city of Moscow. In dis¬
cussing Tubal he said, “Tubal is the son of Rapheth,
founder of the Tibereni, apeople dwelling on the Black
Sea to the west of the Moschi.”

Gesenius concludes by saying that these people
doubtedly make up the modem Russian people.

There is one more name to consider in this line of
evidence. It is the Hebrew word, “Rosh,” translated
“chief* in Ezekiel 38:2, 3of the King James and Re¬
vised Standard Versions. The word literally means in
Hebrew the “top” or “head” of something. According to
most scholars, this word is used in the sense of aproper
name, not as adescriptive noun qualifying the word
“prince.”

5 3
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The German scholar, Dr. Keil, says after acareful
grammatical analysis that it should be translated as a
proper name, i.e., Rosh. He says, “The Byz’̂ t̂ine and
Arabic writers frequently mention apeople called R6s
and Rus, dwelling in the country of Taurus, and reck¬
oned among the Scythian tribes.

Dr. Gesenius in his Hebrew Lexicon says, ..Rosh
was adesignation for the tribes then north of the Tau-

Mountains, dwelling in the neighborhood of the

” 7

r u s
« 8Volga.

He concluded that in this name and tribe we have the
first historical trace of the Russ or Russian nation.

In the light of the abundant evidence, it is no wonder
that men long before Russia rose to its present state of
power foresaw its role in history. Bishop Lowth of En¬
gland was one of these men. He wrote in 1710, ‘Tlosh,
taken as aproper name, in Ezekiel signifies the inhab¬
itants of Scythia, from whom the modem Russians de¬
r i v e t h e i r n a m e .

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, such men
Bishop Lowth, Dr. Gumming, and Rev. Chamberlain,

were ridiculed by many of their contemporaries. After
all, who could have imagined then what we now see in
modem communist Russia—a country founded upon
a t h e i s m ?

» B

a s

Where Is the Uttermost North?

The final evidence for identifying this northern com¬
mander lies in its geographical location from Israel.

Ezekiel puts great stress on this by saying three times
that this great enemy of Israel would come from their
“uttermost north.” It is mentioned in 38:6 and 15, and
39:2. The King James Version doesn’t translate this
accurately, but the Revised Standard and Amplified
Versions of the Bible do. The Hebrew word that quali¬
fies “north” means either “uttermost” or “extreme.”

You need only to take aglobe to verify this exact
geographical fix. There is only one nation to the “utter¬
most north” of Israel—the U.S.S.R.

“Thus says the Lord God; Are you he of whom I
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have spoken in olden times by My servants the prophets
of Israel, who prophesied in those days for years that I
would bring you, Gog, against them?” (Ezekiel 38:17
Amplified). The answer to this challenging question
thrown down by God through Ezekiel centuries
now rather obvious, wouldn’t you say?

General Dayan’s statement that ‘The next war will
not be with the Arabs but with the Russians” has
siderably deeper significance, doesn’t it?

5 5
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F i n a l E x a m

Just think for amoment how incredible athing
are considering here. How could Ezekiel 2600 years ago
have forecast so accurately the rise of Russia to its cur¬
rent military might and its direct and obvious designs
upon the Middle East, not to mention the fact that it is
now an implacable enemy of the new state of Israel?
How could men like Chamberlain and Cummings, for
that matter, one hundred years ago have so clearly
the future rise of Russia to its present world-threatening
position?

The answer is again, it seems to this writer, obvious.
Ezekiel once again passes “the test of aprophet,
was guided by the Spirit of the living God In the apostle
Peter’s final letter, written as he faced certain and im¬
minent death, he stated the source of the prophets’ wis¬
dom and insist. Peter first states where prophecy did
not originate; “But know this first of all, that no proph¬
ecy of Scripture is amatter of one’s own interpretation”
(II Peter 1:20 NASB ). In other words, the prophets did
not dream up their own interpretation of life and history.

Then Peter declares where prophecy did originate,
“. ..for no prophecy was ever made by an act of
human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke
from God” (H Peter 1:21 NASB).

When aman knows that he is about to die, he usually
gets around to saying the things he considers to be most
important. Peter considered the certainty and relevance
of the prophetic word to be the most important thing.
He even warned that in “the latter times” men posing as

w e

s e e n
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relî ous leaders would rise from within the Qiurch and
deny, even ridicule, the prophetic word (II Peter 2:1-3;
3:1-18) .

If you pass this book aroimd to many ministers you’ll
find how true this prediction has become.

Who Are the Allies?

Ezekiel partially catalogs the ancient names of the
peoples and nations who would be confederates of Rus¬
s ia i n 38 :5 and 6 .

P e r s i a

All authorities agree on who Persia is today. It is
modem Iran. This is significant because it is being wooed
to join the United Arab Republic in its hostility against
Israel. The Russians are at this moment seeking to gain
footholds in Iran by various overtures of aid. In order
to mount the large-scale invasion predicted by Ezekiel,
Russia would need Iran as an ally. It would be much
more difficult to move alarge land army across the Cau¬
casus Mountains that border Turkey, than the Elburz
Mountains that border Iran. Iran’s general terrain is
also much easier to cross than Turkey’s. Transportation,
however, will be needed through both countries.

Watch the actions of Iran in relation to Russia and
the United Arab Republic. This writer believes that sig¬
nificant things will soon be happening there.

Ethiopia or Cush (Black African Nations)
Ethiopia is atranslation of the Hebrew word, Cush.

Cush was the first son of Ham, one of the sons of Noah.
Moses mentions “the land of Cush” as originally being

adjacent to an area near the Tigris and Euphrates rivers
(Genesis 2:13).

After examining many authorities on the subject, the
writer discovered once ag^n why Dr. Gesenius is recog¬
nized as one of the great scholars of history. Gesenius
summarized all of the evidence as follows: (1) The
Cushites were black men. (2) They migrated first to
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the Arabian peninsula and then across the Red Sea to the
area south of Egypt. (3) AU the black people of Africa
are descended from Cush.

Gesenius observes, “Indeed all the nations sprung
from Cush and enumerated in Genesis 10:7, are to be
sought in Africa.”

(̂ sh is translated “Ethiopia” twenty-one times in the
Kng J^es Version, which is somewhat misleading. It
is certain that the ancient Ethiopians (modem Abys¬
sinia) are made up of Cushites, but they do not repre¬
sent all of them, according to history.

'piQ soaring conclusion is this: many of the African
nations will be umted and allied with the Russians in
the invasion of Israel. This is in accord with Daniel’s
graphic description of this invasion (Daniel 11:36-45).

The Russian force is called “the King of the North”
and the sphere of power which the African (Cush)
force will be apart of is called “the King of the South.”

One of the most active areas of evangelism for the
Communist “gospel” is in Africa. As we see further
developments in this area in the future, we realize that
it will become converted to Commimism.

5 7

Libya or Put {Arabic African Nations')
Libya is the translation of the original Hebrew word.

Put. We have the same problem pinpointing these peo¬
ple as with Cush. Put was the third son of Ham (Genesis
10:6). The descendants of Put migrated to the land west
of Egypt and became the source of the North African
Arab nations, such as Libya, Algeria, Tunisia, and Mo¬
rocco. The first settlement of Put was called Libya by
the ancient historians, Josephus and Pliny.̂ i The Greek
translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, called the
Septuagint, translates Put as Libya in about 165 b.c.

The conclusion is that Russia’s ally. Put, certainly in¬
cluded more than what is now called Libya. Once again
there are current events to show the beginning of this
a l l i a n c e .

The territory of Northern Africa is becoming solidly
pro-Soviet.̂ 2 Algeria appears to be already Communist
and allied with Russia,
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As we watch this area ia the next few years we shall
indications that it is destined to join the southern

sphere of power which will attack Israel along with the
“King of the North.”

Gomer and All Its Hordes (Iron Curtain Countries)
Corner was the eldest sou of Japheth, and the father

of Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. These people
make up an extremely important part of the future Rus¬
sian i nvas ion f o r ce .

Dr. Young, citing the best of the most recent archae¬
ological finds, says of Gomer and his hordes, “They
settled on the north of the Black Sea, and then spread
themselves southward and westward to the extremities
of Europe.

Gesenius speaks of part of Comer’s “hordes” as being
Ashkenaz ...“the proper name of aregion and a
nation in northern Asia, sprung from the Cimmerians
who are the ancient people of Gomer. The modem Jews
understand it to be Germany, and call that coimtry by
t h i s H e b r e w n a m e . . . .

Josephus called the sons of Ashkenaz, “The Rhegin-
ians” and amap of the ancient Roman Empire places
them in the area of modem Poland, Czechoslovakia, and
East Germany to the hanks of the Danube River. The
modem Jewish Talmud confirms the same geographical
picture.

The conclusion is that Gomer and its hordes are a
part of the vast area of modem Eastern Europe which is
totally behind the Iron Curtain. This includes East Ger¬
many and the Slovak countries.

Togarmah and All Its Hordes
(Southern Russia and the Cossacks)

In Ezekiel 38:6 “the house of Togarmah, and all its
hordes” are specifically pointed out as being from “the
uttermost north.” Gesenius says that “they are anorth-

nation and country sprung from Gomer abounding
in horses and mules.” Some of the sons of Togarmah
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founded Armenia, according to their own claim today,
Gesenius continued.

Dr. Bauman traces evidence of some of the sons of
Togarmah to the Turkoman tribes of Central Asia. This
would explain the statement, ..of the uttermost
north, and all its hordes.”

The conclusion is that Togarmah is part of modem
Southern Russia and is probably the origin of the Cos¬
sacks and other people of the Eastern part of Russia.
It is interesting to note that the Cossacks have always
loved horses and have been recognized as producing the
finest army of cavalry in the world. Today they are re¬
ported to have several divisions of cavalry. It is believed
by some military men that cavalry will actually be used
in the invasion of the Middle East just as Ezekiel and
other prophets literally predicted. During the Korean
War the Red Chinese proved that in rugged mountain¬
ous terrain, horses are still the fastest means of moving
alarge attacking force into battle zones.

Isn’t it acoincidence that such terrain stands between
Russia and the Israeli?

Many People Are With You

Ezekiel indicates that he hasn’t given acomplete list
of allies. Enough is given, however, to make this writer
amazed by the number of people and nations which will
b e i n v o l v e d .

Gog, Take Command

Ezekiel, prophetically addressing the Russian ruler,
commands him to, “. ..be prepared; yes prepare your¬
self, you and all your companies that are assembled
about you, and you be aguard and acommander for
them” (Ezekiel 38:7 Amplified).

In other words, the Russian ruler is to equip his
federates with arms and to assume command.

If you have doubts about all that has been said in this
chapter, isn’t it abit unnerving to note that almost all of
the countries predicted as part of this great army

c o n -

a r e



6 0 T H E L AT E G R E AT P L A N E T E A R T H

already armed with weapons created and manufactured
i n R u s s i a ?

Whafs Your Game, Gog?
We have seen that Russia will arm and equip avast

confederacy. This powerful group of allies will lead an
attack on restored Israel. However, Russia and her con¬
federates will be destroyed completely by an act that
Israel will acknowledge as being from their God. This
act will bring many in Israel to believe in their true
Messiah (Ezekiel 38:15 ff.).

The attack upon the Russian confederacy and the
resulting conflict will escalate into the last war of the
world, involving all nations.

Then it will happen. Christ will return to prevent the
annihilation of all mankind.



Out basi€ aim will be to destroy Israel.
NASSER OF EGYPT, MAY, 1967

They have said, Come, and let us wipe them out os a
nation; let the name ot Israel be In remembrance no
m o r e .

PSALM 83j4 (Amplified) prophesied oboof 1000 B.C.

6
SHEIK TO SHEIK

When the phone rings and it’s the person we have just
mentioned in conversation, inevitably we say, “What a
coincidence, we were just talking about you.” Or when
we open the mail and find the check that we needed to
pay an urgent bill, we enjoy the timely coincidence.

However, in writing this book too many pieces and
have fdlen into place for us to beUeve they could

all be coincidence.” This is why we believe what one
vâ e religionist has called “the divine hand from som^
where” set the stage the week we began this chapter.

In the last chapter some of the confederates of a
t̂oe Russian invasion force were documented from

Biblical prophecy. The confederates who are relevant to
this chapter are the Arabic nations. The Bible says that
Egypt, the Arabic nations, and countries of black Africa
will form an aUiance, asphere of power which wiU be
c£̂ ed the King of the South. Allied with Russia, the
King of the North, this formidable confederacy will rise
up against the restored state of Israel.

So where is the coincidence?
● were researching the current status of the lead¬
ing Arabic nation, Egypt, we discovered that on the
campus of alarge university, less than ten minutes away.
It was Arab Week. Obviously they must have planned it
to coincide with our study.



6 2 T H E L A T E G R E A T P L A N E T E A R T H

With echoes of Scheherazade humming in our subcon¬
scious, we made our way. ...

On Campus
We found an exotic mixture of West and Middle East

along the shaded walks of the beautiful university. Some
students were wearing head-coverings, Arab-fashion, to
indicate where their Slegiance was. Ihe vision was not
quite like Lawrence of Arabia galloping across endless
stretches of white sand, but the effect was striking.

Tables were everywhere around the Student Union.
We were deluged with printed materials concerning the
rightness of the Arab cause against Israel and their de¬
termination to liberate Palestine.

In ashort while we were supplied with documents
which substantiated the alliance of the Arabs and the
Russians, abond both present and actual, but also afact
which was prophesied approximately 2600 years ago!

The purpose of “Arab Week” at Ae university was to
rally support for the Palestinian Revolution. According
to the literature which was being distributed, “the Pal¬
estine Revolution draws moral support from the revolu¬
tionary movements of the world. The Arab student
movement has given the revolution their total support.
Arab intellectuals, joined by many world-thinkers have
given their support.”

This “revolutionary movement” is part of the Com¬
munist movement which has supported “wars of libera¬
tion” in countries around the world.

From the standpoint of this study of alliances which
make up the King of the South we saw avaluable link
in the alignment of several black African nations with
the Arabs in their determined plan to “liberate” Pales¬
tine from Israel. This is another confirmation of proph¬
ecy as we have seen from Old Testament prophets.

Egypt: Leading Actor

We speak of “Arab,” and yet it is obvious that the
real leader in the Arabic world is Egypt This country
is in astrategic spot in the prophetic landscape, which is
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the reason we should follow the events in the Middle
East with great interest.

Egypt is located at the southern end of “the land
bndge” which connects the continents of Europe, Asia
and Africa. The value of this important piece of real
estate, which has been established by centuries of fight¬
ing, will play an important part in events which we will
show in the chapter on World War HI. Conveniently for
Egjrpt, it has an ideal location for its role of leadership
mthe Afro-Arab world.

“Eg> t̂’s geographical size, large population, 150,000
man military establishment, advan^ industrialization,
Md President Carnal Abdel Nasser’s military Arab na¬
tionalism make it the political, intellectual, and cultural
center of the Arab world, as well as much of Africa.” ^

What about Nasser? He has become the symbol of
leadership for both African and Arabic “wars of lib¬
eration from Western imperialism.” Nasser’s manifesto,
‘Philosophy of the Revolution,” provides us with in¬

sight into the future direction which we can expect ofthe Arab and African situation.
“Nasser views the world as astage, with Egypt as

one of the principal actors. This role is three-dimen¬
sional, described in Nasser’s language in terms of
circles. The first of these is the Arab area with Arab
unity as the main plot. Beyond this circle lies Africa,
which Nasser envisages as the seat of stniĝ e between
white fimperialiste’ and the indigenous Negroes for
possession of its riches. Encompassing tfa^e two circles
is the world of Islam, also threatened by ‘imperialism.’
In the past few years, Nasser appears to have ex¬
panded this conception of the third circle to include
all non-Western and underdeveloped Western
tr ies . ” a

Nasser has not swerved from his written goal to
bring about akind of “Arab Socialism.

c o u n -

, H e h a s r e ¬
peatedly said that kings, sheiks, sultans, and capitalism
must all be obliterated. This has appealed to the com¬
mon Arab who has been oppressed for centuries. Using
the “Gospel of Materialism,” plus the common bond
of Arabic race identity, wedded with the Moslem re¬
ligious ties, Nasser believes that he can unite the
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Arabs to lead the resurrection of all underprivileged
nations into amighty third world force. He envisions
himself as the one to lead the nations of Africa, black
and Arab, to unity.

Somehow the aims, ambitions, and worldly direc¬
tions of dictators past and present never seem to change.
There has never been abenevolent dictator.

How to Make Enemies and Influence People

Nasser has fallen into atrap which has ensnared all
Arab leaders. It would appear that the only way to
remain apopular leader in the Arab world today is
to keep the flames of hatred toward the state of Israel
fanned to afever pitch. The one who can make the
most elaborate and gory promises of Israel’s destruc¬
tion is number one on the hit parade. Whenever an
Arab leader senses his popularity waning, he whips up
apropaganda program about the need to liberate
Palestine, according to Middle-East observers.

It is believed by most experts on the Middle East that
Nasser trapped into the June, 1967, war, playing
the game of Blind Man’s Bluff. He knew that he could

remain enthroned as the leader of the Unitedn e v e r

Arab Republic if other aggressive Arab leaders railed*
against Israel in stronger terms. It is reported that he
was caught unprepared when UThant quickly complied
with his order to remove the U.N. observers from the
buffer zone wWch separated the Arabic and Israeli
armies. Once this occurred, he had no alternative but
to make good his threats.

Israel saw the clear danger of alarge-scale Egyptian
mobilization in the Sinm peninsula and also the threat
of not being able to ship through the Gulf of Aqaba.
The Israelites also saw the rapid unification of all Arabic
nations into aformidable force surrounding them on
three sides. Israeli leaders realized that unl^ they
seized the initiative and attacked, there would be no
hope of survival.

What started out to be abold popularity stunt on
Nasser’s part, designed to make Israel lose face over
the blockade of the Gulf of Aqaba, ended in afiasco.
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Rather than be completely humiliated in the eyes of
the world, Nasser carried the world to the brink of
w a r .

It is this kind of fierce pride and smoldering hatred
against Israel that will keep the Middle East adanger¬
ous trouble spot. No Arab leader could hope to remain
in power if he were willing to make concessions in
negotiating with Israel.

In July, 1968, the headlines in anews magazine
warned, “No Easing of Mideast War Danger.” The
report said that “The recent visit of Egypt’s President
Nasser to the Soviet Union—the country that arms
him against Israel—turned attention to an area that

seenK far from the explosion point.
In December, 1968, the ambassador to the United

States from Israel, Yitzhak Rabin, akey strate t̂ in
the six-day Arab-Israeli War of 1967, said that he
couldn’t be optimistic about peace in the near future
in the Middle East.*

UThMt said of the Egypt-Israeli situation, “Never
in the history of the United Nations’ experience with
peace-keeping has there been such complete and
sustained disregard for acease-fire agreed to by the
parties.” Mr. Thant went on to say that warfare along
the Suez Canal had become so intense he might have
to consider withdrawal of U.N. cease-fire observers.®

At the time this is being written Nasser is reported
to be in poor health. Whether he continues to lead
Egypt, or is replaced by some other leader or dead
by die time this is published, the clearly predictable
course of the Middle East will not be changed. There
will be continual crises there and agreat involvement
of the world’s major powers.

n e v e r »♦ 8

The King of the South

Current events in the Middle East have prepared
the stage for Egypt’s last act in the great drama which
will climax with the finale, Christ’s personal return
to ear th.

We are not attempting to read into today’s hap¬
penings any events to prove some vague thesis. This
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is not necessary. All we need to do is know the Scrip¬
ture in their proper context and then watch with awe
while men and countrie, movements and nations,
fulfill the roles that God’s prophets said they would.

Long ago the prophet Daniel spoke of E t̂ as “the
king of the South.” Egypt is identified as this power in
chapter 11 where Daniel predicts along span of histoity
involving warfare between Egypt under the Ptolemaic
dynasty and Syria under the Seleucid dynasty.

In Daniel 11:40 Daniel leaps over along era of
time to the events which lead up to the person̂  visible
appearance of Christ as God’s ri^teous conqueror.
The phrase “at the time of the end” speaks unmis¬
takably of the beginning of the last great war of history.

Daniel gives great detail concerning the battles and
movement of troops which will take place at the begin¬
ning of this war., (The war itself will be developed
later in chapter 12.)

Our interest here is the revelation that Egypt will
attack the revived state of Israel, which will then be
under the control of afalse Messiah. This man will
probably be aJew who works closely with the world
dictator who will come to power in Rome. (Meet the
“Future Fuehrer” in chapter 9.)

Notice what Daniel says about this attack on Israel:
“And at the time of the end the king of the south shall
push at and attack him” (Daniel 11:40 Amplified).

This immediately triggers another invasion of Israel
by Russia who is here called “the king of the north.”

The movement of Russia and its northern confed¬
eracy through “the land bridge of the Middle-East” into
Egypt servM an ominous warning to Egypt. Speaking
of the Russian invader, Daniel prophesies: “He shall
stretch forth his hand also upon the coimtries: and
the land of Egypt shall not escape. But he shall have
power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over
all the precious things of Egypt; and the Libyans and
the Ethiopians shall be at his steps” (Daniel 11:42, 43
K J V ) .

As we saw in the last chapter, the Hebrew words
“Cush” and “Put,” which are translated Ethiopia and
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Libya, represent the black Africans and African Arabs,
respectively. Aside from the obvious evidence of a
Russian double-cross of the Egyptians, this
also indicates that the “black African” and “Arab-
î can” countries will be involved with Egypt and in
Hne for Russian conquest as well. The statement,

..the Libyans and Ethiopians shall be at his (the
Russian invader) steps,” indicates one of two things:
they will be next in line for conquest, or they will sub¬
mit totally to the Russian will and be assimilated into
the northern confederacy.

This invasion of C^sh and Put, along with Egypt,
and their fall together is mentioned more specifically
by the prophet Ezekiel: “And asword shall

passage

c o m e u p o n
Egypt, and anguish shall be in Ethiopia (Cush), when
the slain fall in Egypt, and her wealth is carried away,
and her foundations are tom down.

“Ethiopia, and Put, and Lud, and all Arabia, and
Libya, and the people of the land that is in league shall
fall with them by the sword” (Ezekiel 30:4, 5).

This prophecy, in the first nine verses of Ezekiel 30,
refers to the judgment of Egypt and her allies during
the Tribulation. The phrases, ..the day of the
Lord” and “. ..atime of doom of nations” place it
in the time just prior to the second coming of Christ
For you students of the Bible, we must add that the
latter part of the chapter looks at the time when
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Egypt and her allies, but
its greater fulfillment is future.

Are you discovering more pieces of this stirring
prophetic puzzle? The Egyptian plan to unite the Arabs
and the black Africans into a“third world force” seems
to be fulfilling what the prophets have said.

Grace Goes to Egypt
After viewing such ableak picture of the future for

Egypt and its confederacy of nations it may seem as
though God has written them off. The truth of the
matter is, however, quite the contrary.

Isaiah, reliable prophet that he is, reveals that one
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of the purposes for the judgment of Egypt is to drive
its people from faith in false messiahs and “relî on”
to faith in the one true Savior.

Isaiah warns of aterrible judgment which would
fall on Egypt in the last days. He speaks of Egypt’s
very life source being judged: “And the waters of the
Nile will be dried up, and the river will be parched
and dry; and its canals will become foul, and the
branches of Egypt’s Nile will diminish and dry up”
(Isaiah 19:5, 6).

If you think the famous Aswan Dam, which diverts
the main channel of the Nile River, will help the
Egyptian situation, you’re mistaken. Somehow the head¬
waters of the Nile will be diverted and that important
river will be aparched piece of real estate. Imagine
the terrifying implications of this to an Egyptian!

Isaiah warns of apowerful dictator who will invade
and take them over: “. ..Iwill give over the Egyp¬
tians into the hand of ahard master; and afierce
[merciless] king will rule over them” (Isaiah 19:4
RSV). This refers to the Antichrist of Rome who will
possess Egypt after Russia is destroyed.

AH of these things will happen to the Egyptians until
many cry out to the true Savior, Jesus. Isaiah says,
“. ..when they cry to the Lord because of oppressors
he will send them asavior, and will defend and deliver
them” (Isaiah 19:20). , . ,

What agreat demonstration of God’s lovmg heart!
Often men won’t see their need of God until He so
shakes up their world that they are helpless to cope
with life without Him. It’s only then that they turn to
trust in God’s provision for their shortcomings. Then
they discover that Jesus Christ has so paid the penalty
for their sins that God can offer atotally free ^ft of
forgiveness and accept them into His eternal family.

ALesson From Egypt

As you read this book you may have reached the
point where you recognize your inability to liyê  in a
way that would cause God to accept you. If this is the
case, you may speak to God right now and accept the

6 8
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gift of Christ’s forgiveness. It’s so simple. Ask Christ to
come into your life and make your life pleasing to
God by His power.

We have found the results to be certain and exciting
in our own l ives.

Putting It Together
We have seen how current events are fitting together

simultaneously into the precise pattern of predicted
events. Israel has returned to Palestine and revived
the nation. Jerusalem is under Israeli control. Russia
has emerged as agreat northern power and is the
avowed enemy of revived Israel. The Arabs are join¬
ing in aconcerted effort to liberate Palestine under
Egyptian leadership. The black African nations are be¬
ginning to move from sympathy toward the Arabs to
an open alliance in their “liberation” cause.

It’s happening. God is putting it all together. God
may have His meaning for the “now generation” which
will have agreater effect on mankind than anything
since Genesis 1.

Will you be ready if we are to be apart of the pro¬
phetic “now generation”?



...ffie great river, the Euphrates ...was dried
up, that the way might be prepared for the kings of
the east ...And they gathered fhem fogefher In the
place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.

REVELATION 16;12. 16 (NASB)
JOHN THE APOSTLE about A.D. 90

7
THE YELLOW PERIL

“The kings of the East” in Biblical prophecy refers to
another sphere of power which was to arise in the
world at the same time as the great Northern Power
(Russia) and the King of the South (Egypt and the
Afro-Arabic alliance).

The original Greek words translated “east” (Revela¬
tion 16:12) are literally anatoles heliou, which mean,

This was the ancient desig-“the rising of the sun.
nation of the Oriental races and nations. John descnbes
this vast horde of soldiers assembled at the Euphrates
River as “the kings of the sun rising” and thus definitely
predicts the movement of avast Oriental army into a
war in the Middle East.

The mention of the Euphrates River brings out
another important strategic clue about this Eastern con¬
federacy. This great river has figured prominently in
military history throughout the ages. It was always
recognized as the ancient boundary between east and
west. In the late nineteenth century ascholar said of this
fact: “From time immemorial the Euphrates, with its
tributaries, has been agreat and formidable boundary
between the peoples east of it and those west of it. R
runs adistance of 1800 miles, and is scarcely fordable
anywhere or at any time. It is from three to twelve
hundred yards wide, and from ten to thirty feet in depth;
and most of the time it is still deeper and wider.” ̂ This
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clue shows that this power is Oriental, since it comes
from east of the Euphrates.

The Euphrates has presented aformidable problem
for the corps of engineers of many ancient armies of
the past. In this future invasion, however, God Him¬
self will see to it that the river is dried up so that atrap
is set for triggering the last great war of mankind.

Another important detail involving this Oriental
army is unlocked by the clue involving the Euphrates.
The apostle John speaks of the release of four vicious,
depraved angelic beings which have been kept bound
by God at the Euphrates River (Revelation 9:14-16).
Immediately after their release an incredible army
emerges from the Euphrates ... it numbers “200
million” (Revelation 9:16). The four demonic spirit-
beings somehow incite this great army to invade the
Middle East and apparently they are the ones who
make the river dry up so that the array can quickly
cross th is anc ient bar r ie r o f east and west .

Aterrifying prophecy is made about the destiny
of this Asian horde. They will wipe out athird of the
earth’s population (Revelation 9:18). The phenomena
by which this destruction of life will take place are
given: it wUl be by fire, smoke (or air pollution), and
brimstone (or melted earth). T^e thought may have
occurred to you that this is strikingly similar to the
phenomena associated with thermonuclear warfare. In
fact, many Bible expositors believe that this is an ac¬
curate first-century description of atwentieth-century
t h e r m o n u c l e a r w a r .

A n o t h e r C o i n c i d e n c e ?

These predictions, made near the end of the first
century, concerned an Asian confederacy which would
field the greatest army ever to march to battle. This
army would be raised up just prior to Christ’s return
to the earth.

F o r c e n t u r i e s A s i a h a s h a d a t r a d i t i o n o f b a c k w a r d ¬
ness. Though the peoples of Asia have always been
numerous in population, they lagged behind the West
in education, science and technology. For hundreds of
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Asia chose to remdn isolated from the world;yea rs
then that isolation was broken,

Japan was the first Asian nation to push out into
the stream of modem science; it was the first Asian
nation in centuries to set out on acourse of conquest
beyond the Orient. But Japan never truly got outside
of the Asian boundaries.

The Japanese navy almost brought agreat invasion
force into the Middle East during World Wm II. A
convoy set sail for the Red Sea to enter the African and
Palestinian campaign and break the Allied resistance
there. Nothing could have stopped them. They would
have defeated the British who were already extended by
Reid Marshal Rommel’s Afiika Corps.

The British navy had only ahandful of ships in the
Indian Ocean and they were quickly ordered to flee to
Madagascar to avert suicide. Had the Japanese con¬
tinued as originaUy planned, World War II could have
had adifferent ending.

It was at this point that astrange thing happened.
Admiral Yamamoto, for some unexplainable reason,
changed the order, and had the task force turn around
in the Indian Ocean and head for the West Coast of
the United States. We believe this must have been
divine providence.

The intention of this task force was miraculously
discovered when some sailors of the U.S. Navy inter¬
cepted their radio messages and broke the code. The
battle that ensued was really the turning point of the
war. With ahandful of B-17 bombers and avastly
outnumbered task force, the U.S. Navy turned back
the Japanese at the Battle of the Coral Sea.

Japan went on to be defeated and her dreams of
world conquest have been put away.

However, the churning of upheaval was taking place
in the Or ient .

The Dragon Is Awake
With the Communist takeover of China, the real

sleeping giant of Asia was awakened. In about 1860
astute student of prophecy. Dr. Robinson, predicted:a n
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“Before another half century shall have rolled away in
the providence of God there wiU be seen revolutions in
the Oriental mind of which no one has even afore¬
boding.

Dr. Gumming in 1864 also foresaw the necessity of
the Orient entering the industrial age and later becoming
agreat scourge to the Western civilization.®

In the twenty odd years since the fall of China to the
Communists there has been asteady relentless prep¬
aration for all-out war with the free world. Though the
living conditions of the eight hundred million or more
people of Red China are still basically like the nine¬
teenth century, they have made remarkable progress in
the production of weapons for war.

Concerning Red China’s potential and purpose,
Victor Petrov said in 1967, “China does possess all
the prerequisites for being or becoming aworld power.
Communist China’s economic growth is evident and
has been on the rise. With or without Soviet help, she
will be progressing toward her avowed goal of reaching
the industrial level of the other major powers of the
world ... agiant, for decades half-asleep, sheepishly
watching the rest of the world go by on the path of
technological progress. This giant has apparently been
awakened.” ■*

Red China is definitely on the road to becoming a
world power, but her design for the use of this stature
is not peace. Within one year after the take-over of
China her Communist leaders started the war in Korea.
They have since fomented the war in Viet Nam and
have traveled to several countries in Africa and the
Middle East seeking to aggravate internal subversion
and “Communist wars of l iberation.”

The vaunted Sino-Soviet split is over an interpretation
of Communist doctr ine. The Chinese insist that the
world can be captured only by force of arms and
violence: the Russians now believe that the free world
can be captured by the relatively limited violence of
internal subversion ...while masquerading under
the guise of “peaceful coexistence.” It should be marked
well, however, that neither have disembarked from
their goal of total world conquest for Communism. This

’ > 2
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IS an integral part of the Communist doctrine. Without
the total destruction of the capitalist system the basic
promise and goal of Communism could not be attained,
that is, the chan^ng of man’s nature by the complete
change of his environment. According to the Corn-
munists, as long as capitalism ejusts in the world it
continues to infect man’s environment and prevents
him from being acreature that loves to work, shares
equally his wealth, and loves his fellow man.

The great charge of the Red Chinese against the
Russians is the most despicable word in the Com¬
munists’ vocabulary—“revisionist.” They believe that
the Russians have “revised” the most fundamental
principle of Marxist-Leninism. Lenin succinctly stated
this principle. “Marxists have never forgotten that
violence will be an inevitable accompaniment of the
collapse of capitalism. ...

Mao Tse-tung summarized his interpretation of this
principle when he said, “Political power comes out of
the barrel of agun ... the gun must never slip from
the grasp of the Communist party.” ®

The basic difference can be described as “external
invasion and takeover” versus “internal subversion and
t a k e o v e r . ”

Because of the Communist Chinese belief that the
free world can only be overthrown by all-out war, they
have for many years devoted approximately ten per cent
of their entire military budget for developing nucle^
weapons. In the February, 1969, issue of the Bulletin
of Atomic Scientists, which was on the theme of
“China’s Nuclear Options,” special note was made of
the fantastic technological feat achieved by China’s
development of the H-Bomb. They went from the test¬
ing of acrude atomic bomb to the successful test firing
of an H-bomb in two and one half years. This was
much faster than the time taken by the other members
of the world’s Atomic Bomb Qub.

In the same issue of the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists,
Michael Yahuda discussed the various options which the
Red Chinese have for adelivery system for H-bombs.
He expressed the following opinion: “The third option

ICBM based strategy—^would be the most satis-

»J 6
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n̂g psychologically to the present Chinese leader¬ship and to Mao in particular. At one fell stroke, the
Chinese would have acquired the most advanced
weapon ..The American mainland would be within
range as indeed would the Urals and European Russia,
Current, although incomplete, evidence suggests that
the Chinese are striving for an ICBM capability.

Yahuda’s speculation is certainly shared by the mili¬
tary planners. This was undoubtedly the prime moti¬
vation behmd the Nixon administration’s push for
anti-ballistic missile system.

Dr. David Inglis wrote in the February, 1965, Bul¬
letin of Atomic Scientists regarding this threat, “Our
concern should anticipate at least two decades ahead.
In such atime the large human and material potential
of an upsurging China constitutes anuclear threat so
vast that no effort should be spared to anticipate this
threat.” 8This was written before China’s successful
testing of the H-bomb.

Mao may be dead before this is read, but the course
of China’s path of destruction will continue. The new
leaders of Communist China may be more unstable
than Mao.

We believe that China is the beginning of the for¬
mation of this great power called “the kings of the
east” by the apostle John. We live at atime in history
when it is no longer incredible to think of the Orient
with an army of 200 million soldiers. In fact, arecent
television documentary on Red China, called “The
Voice of the Dragon,” quoted the boast of the Chinese
themselves that they could field a“people’s army” of
200 million militiamen. In their own boast they named
the same number as the Biblical prediction. Coinci¬
d e n c e ?

Furthermore, the Chinese leaders claim that
nuclear weapons cannot stop their human wave tactics.
They brag about the invincibility of the unbelievable
numbers of soldiers they can expend in agiven cam¬
paign. This “human wave” tactic seems to be behind
the strategy of that 200 million man army predicted
as invading the Middle East in the battle of Armaged¬
don. Petrov says regarding this, “The abundant popu-

7 5
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lation presents an unlimited source of human material
for military power, which in our age of machinery and
automation has not yet been found obsolete. China’s
a r m e d f o r c e s a r e f o r m i d a b l e i n n u m b e r s . . . t h a t
day apparently is approaching when China will definitely
become amember of that small but exclusive group
commonly known as the Great World Powem.

The sobering fact that Red China will have ICBM’s
capable of delivering H-bombs by 1980 at the latest,
presents another grisly potential for fulfilling prophecy
regarding this Oriental power. Within adecade China
alone will have the capacity to destroy one-third of the
world’s population just as John predicted.

» » 8

Summing Up

We believe that another sphere of political power is
forming its predicted role in the final stages of history.
Alcng with the revival of Israel and the return of the
dispersed Jews, the rise of Russia, the formation of the
Arab confederacy, China is helping to shape the Orient
into its pattern of prophecy.

History seems to be headed for its climactic hour.



Veni, vid}, viel.
CAESAR, 47 B.C.

8
ROME ON THE REVIVAL ROAD

When Caesar sent his memorable dispatch, “I came
Isaw, Iconquered,” the scribes of his day might have
said, “We shall record these historic words immediately.
Perhaps Latin students centuries from now will be
required to memorize them.”
^Students who have struggled through Latin declen¬

sions and waded with Caesar throu^ campaigns in
Gaul know his famous words well. Certainly many
other men have expressed themselves more eloquently.
But there haven’t been many men through the centuries
who have had the power of Julius Caesar.

But Rome fell. And Caesar died as any mortal must
And the mighty Roman Empire of the ancient world lost
its strength.

However, the prophetic Scriptures tell us that the
Roman Empire will be revived shortly before the return
of Christ to this earth. Anew Caesar will head this
empire and "Veni, vidi, vici” will leap out of the first-
year Latin books and become areality of the times.

Twenty years ago no one would have dared to
believe that Rome as an empire would be put back
together. And yet we are seeing significant movements
of nations today which are indications that this is what
is happening.

^world events develop, prophecy becomes more
and more exciting. Also, the understanding of God’s
prophecies becomes increasingly clear as we look at
the Bible and then at the current scene.

We are told in Daniel 12 how prophecy “will not be



7 8 T H E L A T E G R E A T P L A N E T E A R T H

understood until the end times, when travel and educa¬
tion shall be vastly increased.”

We are told that “Surely the Lord God will do
nothing without revealing His secret to His Servants
the prophets” (Amos 3:7 Amplified).

In ô er words, when God is going to undertake some
significant movement of history as far as His program
is concerned, He will reveal it first. This writer doesn’t
believe that we have prophets today who are getting
direct revelations from God, but we do have prophets
today who are being given special insight into the
prophetic word. God is opening the book of the prophets
to many men. This is one reason you will find on
Christian bookshelves an incre^ing number of books on
the subject of Bible prophecy.

A l l Roads Lead To . . .

Where in prophecy do we find aprediction about
the revival of Rome? First we shall examine the great
prophet, Daniel Chapter 7of Daniel was written some¬
time in the early si^ century B.C., at atime when
Babylon was still the ruling empire of the world. In the
first part of this chapter the prophet Daniel was shown
the successive empires which would come on the stage
of history and have authority over the whole earth. A
vision of these empires was ̂ so described in Daniel 2.
The key to these empires is given in Daniel 2:39 where
he predicts the successive empires which shall “bear
rule” (literally meaning, shall have authority) over
all the earth.

First of all, there was Babylon. “You (king of
Babylon) are the head of gold.”

Then the prophet tells us what kingdoms will rise
to power after Babylon.

“And after you shall arise another kingdom [the
Media-Persian], inferior to and earthward from you,
and still athird kingdom of bronze [Greece under
Alexander the Great], which shall bear rule over all
the earth. And the fourth kingdom [Rome] shall be
strong as iron, since iron breaks to pieces and subdues
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all things; and like iron which crushes, it shall break
and crush all these” (Daniel 2:39, 40 Amplified).

These kingdoms would conquer everything that was
worth conquering on the known earth of that time.

The Greatest Chapter in the Old Testament
The seventh chapter of Daniel, written before the

coming of Jesus of Nazareth, was known by the scribes
as the greatest chapter in the Old Testament. Jesus and
His apostles referred to it directly or indirectly many
times. Many of the predictions from Daniel’s dream
have been clear in their historic perspective for cen¬
turies. However, certain parts have remained obscure
unt i l recent t imes.

Daniel had adream, and in this dream he saw four
great beasts come up out of the sea. The first beast was
like alion, but had eagle’s wings. The second beast was
like abear; the third beast was like aleopard, but had
four heads. The fourth animal was “dregful and ter¬
rible”—^it had iron teeth and ten horns.

If you were an interpreter of dreams, how would you
feel if you had anightmare like Daniel’s? Probably you
can sympathize with the prophet when he said he was
confused and disturbed. But we do not need to be con¬
fused by the outward complexity of these descriptions.
Daniel had it explained to him by the angels who were
the official interpreters of this vision. “These great
beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise
out of the earth” (Daniel 7:17 KJV).

The Four Kingdoms
The first kingdom was Babylon, which became a

world empire in 606 b.c. when it conquered Egypt.
Nebuchadnezzar took over the Babylonian Empire
upon his father’s death and made it aworld kingdom.

The second kingdom, which was like abear, was
the Media-Persian Empire (Daniel 8:20). The Baby¬
lonian empire was conquered by the Medes and Persians
about 530 b.c. when Aey ingeniously built the dam in
the Euphrates River.
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For atime the Media-Persian Empire was great. The
first two kings became believers in the God of Israel.
But Daniel predicted long before the Greeks grew in
power, when their future leaders were obscure Mace-
donian hillbillies, that &ey would become strong and
defeat the Media-Persian Empire. And so they did. In
331 B.c. Alexander the Great conquered the Persian
Empire and took it over. The third empire, according
to prophecy, became areality in history.

As predicted in Daniel 8, the Greek Empire dis¬
integrated when the first king died prematurely. It was
also predicted that four powers from within would
divide the empire. And so it happened. Four generals
of Alexander the Great took over the empire and
divided it into four parts—they lasted until about 68 b.c.
when the Romans conquered the last part of the ancient
Greek Empire. It was then that Rome became the great¬
est world power to that date.

If you are acareful Bible student you know the
common sport in the classroom today, especially in
courses called “The Bible as Literature,” or sonie-
thing similar. Teachem love to tear the Book of Daniel
apart—they especially like to late-date it. Some liberal
professors claim that it was written in 165 b.c., in order
to discredit the supernatural element of prophecy.
However, the authenticity of Daniel and its early date
has been carefully defended by such scholars as Dr.
Merrill F. Unger,i Dr. E. J. Young,= and Sir Robert
Anderson.®

Focus on the Fourth Kingdom

The fourth kingdom, Rome, was not given the name
of any animal, but it would be abeast unlike any other
—more ferocious than all the rest. “Then Iwould
know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse
from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth
were of iron, and Ids nails of brass; which devoured,
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his
feet” (Daniel 7:19 KJV).

This verse speaks of the first phase of this fourth
kingdom. In phase 1this kingdom gains world author-
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ity (as Rome did), and then disappears to emerge
again just before Christ returns to establish the King¬
dom of God.

Rome: Phase 2

In phase two of the fourth kingdom, Rome, the
kingdom will be in the form of aten-nation confed¬
eracy. “And of the ten horns that were in his head, and
of the other which came up, and before whom three
fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and amouth that
spake very great things, whose look was more stout
than his fellows” (Daniel 7:20 KJV).

The meaning of these symbols will become clearer as
we continue in Daniel. To the uninitiated these Biblical
pictures may seem to resemble the famous Dr. Seuss
animals. However, Biblical symbolism is established in
h is to r i ca l f ac t .

Daniel continues with his vision: “I beheld, and the
same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed
against them; Until the Ancient of days came, and judg¬
ment was given to the saints of the most High; and the
time came that the saints possessed the kingdom”
(Daniel 7:21, 22 KJV).

The “Ancient of days” who is described here is
identified in Daniel 7:13 as “one like the Son of Man
brought on the clouds of heaven—the One who will
put down all human authority and establish His king¬
d o m f o r e v e r.

There is acohesiveness to the Scriptures that is
fascinating. Jesus knew the prophecies of His coming.
When He was on trial before the Sanhedrin, which was
the Jewish high court, He was put under oath by the
high priest to tell who He really was. He was asked
directly, “Are you the Son of God?” Jesus answered,
“I am.” He also said, “Ye shall see the Son of man
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the
clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:62-64 KJV).

Jesus was referring to this verse in Daniel 7:13 and
everyone in that court of law knew what He was talking
about. The high priests knew the prophets and their
writings. They were furious with Jesus and proclaimed
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Him ablasphemer because He was claiming to be the
“Ancient of days” who was coming to set up God’s
kingdom on earth.

To continue with the second phase of the Roman
Empire, the Scripture says that the ten horns which

just described are ten kings, or ten nations: “And
the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that
shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he
shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three
kings” (Daniel 7:24 KJV).

When the Scripture says “out of” it means the ten
nations (ten kings) which will come out of Rome,
since Rome was the fourth kingdom. But who is “an¬
other”? This is the beast, the Antichrist.

After these ten nations arise out of the cultural in¬
heritance of the Ancient Roman Empire, another king
shall rise “diverse from the first.” In other words, he
will be different. He will not only be apolitical leader,
but areligious leader. (We shall see this in the next
two chapters.) When he comes to power, he will sub¬
due three of these kings or nations. Seven of them,
however, will give him authority willingly.

8 2

w e r e

...Couldn^tPut RomeTogether Again

The Roman influence upon the world is so extensive
that it touches Western civilization in every aspect of
life. From absorbing epics like Ben Hur to the Roman
candle we shoot on the Fourth of July, we are saturated
with the glory that was Rome. However, Rome dis¬
integrated from within; unfortunately, there is in Amer¬
ica the same trend in moral decay that led to the down¬
fa l l o f Rome.

It is interesting to see in history how men have at¬
tempted to put together the old Roman Empire. Charle-

:tried to do this in a.d. 800. His “Roman Em-
included what are now the countries of France,

m a g n e
pire”
Germany, Italy, Holland and Belgium. Charlemagne
was crowned by the Pope as Emperor Charles Augus¬
tus. But his empire was not the ten-nation confederacy
of the Scriptures.

Napoleon tried his strutting best to establish his own
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Roman Empire. Another Pope, Pius VII, made atedi¬
ous trip across the Alps to Notre Dame cathedral in
Paris to place an imperial crown on Napoleon, but the
new little Caesar snatched the crown from the Pope and
put it on himself. His empire was not the revived Roman
Empire, either.

And then there was Hitler. Does anyone doubt that
he attempted to put Rome together again? He said his
Third Reich would last athousand years. God had other
plans and Hitler lost. .

In spite of the vain striving of man, of the bold and
infamous conquerors throughout the ages who failed
in their human attempts, we are beginning to see the
Ancient Roman Empire draw together, just as pre¬
d i c t e d .

If you are racing for your Rand McNally, please
spare yourselves the exertion. We are not speaking of
arevived Roman Empire in the physical, geographical
sense, although some of these countries were part of
the Ancient Roman Empire, but we are speaking of
those countries which are the depository of the people,
the culture, and tradition of Rome.

8 3

U n i t e d W e . . . M u s i

If the formation of the European Common Market
were an isolated development in the line of Biblical
prophecy, then it would have no significance for our
study. However, combined with the other pieces of the
prophetic puzzle which we are attempting to develop
for you, it takes on immense importance.

We believe that the Common Market and the trend
toward imification of Europe may well be the begiiming
of the ten-nation confederacy predicted by Daniel and
the Book of Revelation.

What particular forces are contributing to the evolve-
ment of this federation that the conquerors of history
could not command?

First, there is the threat of Communism. One of the
great motivating factors in forming this economic com¬
munity and NATO was the concern over acommon
enemy. An article about “Mister Europe at Eighty,”
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quotes Jean Monnet, called the father of the Common
Market, as saying, “As long as Europe remains divided,
it is no match for the Soviet Union. Europe must
unite.” *

The second reason for the formation of the European
Common Market was the economic threat of the United
States. Europeans realized they could not survive the
industrial might of the United States. Acharismatic
personality on the present-day scene is Jean-Jacques
Servan-Schreiber, newspaper editor and author of The
American Challenge, abook which has received great
acclaim throughout Europe. Some have said that the
handsome Frenchman is pushing hard for aUnited
States of Europe because he wants to become its first
president. Whether this is true or not we would not
venture to guess. However, it does seem that he is
“furiously trying to push aU.S. of Europe,” as one
writer expressed it.

Servan-Schreiber is quoted as saying that “a suc¬
cessful response to American technology, organization,
and research demands aunited European effort.” ®

The third reason this writer feels Europe will form
this ten-nation confederacy is that Europeans sense
the basic weakness of die United States in its will to
resist Communism. They seem to realize that if Europe
were really at stake the U.S. would be dragging its feet
in reacting against aRussian invasion. As an American
it is difficult to write these words, but Europe does not
feel that it can count on us in areal showdown.

Afourth factor is that according to the prophetic out¬
look the United States will cease being the leader of
the West and will probably become in some way apart
of the new European sphere of power.

Sheath your weapons, please. We realize that the
United States is not mentioned in the Bible. However, it
is certain that the leadership of the West must shift to
Rome, in its revived form, and if the U.S. is still around
at that time, it will not be the power it now is.

In spite of many who propose alternatives to a
United States of Europe, and the temporary setbacks it
appears to have, it seems that the trend is ever onward.
An American business magazine said, “Despite its ten-

8 4
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deucy to hang dangerously over cliffs, the Common Mar¬
ket is here to stay. '

Afifth factor in the trend toward the ten-nation
coiffederacy is the realization of the great potential of a
United Europe. Many men have been preaching this,
not just Servan-Schreiber. Afew years ago the French
foreign minister said that the Common Market will
carry with its network of interests and involvements
across the world such weight that it will eventually be¬
come aworld system.

Former Secretary of State Dean Rusk said, “Powerful
for̂  are moving in the European community toward
political integration as well. Survival and growth force
the nations of Europe to forget their historic antago¬
nisms and umte. Through the pooling of the resources
and efforts amî ty new entity is growing out of thechaos left by national rivalries and world

Afriend who lives in Germany sent us this translated
statement of Dr, Walter Hallstein, who was formerly
the president of the European Economic Community.
Our correspondent, knowing our interest in Bible
prophecy, thought there was significance in Hallstein’s
words. We’ll let you judge.

“Three phases of die European unification are to be
noted. First, the customs union, second, the economic
union, third, the political union ...what we have
create on the way to uniting Europe is amighty
economic-political union of which nothing may be
sacrificed for any reason. Its value exists not only in
what it is, but more in what it promises to become ...
At about 1980 we may fully expect the great fusion of
all economic, military, and political communities to¬
gether into the United States of Europe.”

Hallstein cited 1980. The timetable may be accel¬
erating. Developments in Europe have changed so
rapidly that an American news magazine had afeature
headed “Europe’s Dreams of Unity Revive.”

One sentence in that story leaped from the page:
“Should all go according to the most optimistic sched¬
ules, the Common Market could someday expand into
aten-nation economic entity whose industrial might
would far surpass that of the Soviet Union.” ®

8 5
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Imagine that. A“ten-nation economic entity.”
Is it any wonder that men who have studied prophecy

for many years believe that the basic beginning of the
unification of Europe has begun?

What Else Is New?

At the time that this Roman Empire vill begin to
be revived there will also be arevival of mystery
Babylon. If this sounds rather spooky, bring your
head out from under the skeptical covers and examine
with us in alater chapter the Biblical basis and the cur¬
rent applications.

Heading the revived Roman Empire will be aman
of such magnetism, such power, and such influence, that
he will for atime be the greatest dictator the world
has ever known. He will be the completely godless,
diabolically evil “future fuehrer.”



TAe spirit that Ihave seen may be adevil! ond the
devil bath power fo assume apleasing shape.

H A M L E T

9
THE FUTURE FUEHRER

Adictator? Who is adictator? What makes adictator?
Adictator is aperson with absolute authority, aperson
who has power over people. Does he appear suddenly
on the scene and say, “Stop this outmoded democratic
process, Iam your leader now”? That isn’t the way
it happens.

Adictator does not thrust his rule upon people from
the top down, without provocation. His tyranny is the
end result of chaos in the society that results in his rise
to despotic power. The dictionary describes him
person who seizes the authority over anation as the
result of an emergency.

The chicken and egg principle does not apply here.
Atroubled society produces the atmosphere for the rise
of adictator, it is not the dictator who initiates the con¬
ditions which account for his rise. However, once estab¬
lished as the “Big Cheese,” history has shown that the
dictator cannot find lasting solutions to the problems.

The power-mad leader of the Third Reich, Adolf
Hitler, would not have achieved his terrifying control
over Ae lives of millions if the times had not been ripe
for him. In the 1930’s the German people were in de¬
spair. Economic depression was shaking the foimdations
of industry. Millions were out of work. Small business
enterprises were collapsing. It was adesperate time,
with desperate people looking for away out. Hitler, with
his evil genius, knew the mood of the German people.
He saw the opportunity to pursue his Putsch in precisely
the era that history demanded.

a s a
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Hitler saw himself as ahero, asavior, astrong man
great leader” who couldneeded by weak underlings

guide the Germans to heights of glory, according to his
standards. He believed he was above the moral stan¬
dards of ordinary man. Consequently, he surrounded
himself with shady characters of every type. As long as
they were useful to him this motley bunch of criminals
and sadists were part of the ruling strength of Hitler’s
i n n e r c i r c l e .

W h e n i n R o m e

Hitler took the name for his empire from the all-
powerful First Reich, which was the Holy Roman Em¬
pire. It was in Rome that the Caesars introduced uni¬
versal Caesar worship. Their dictatorial powers, also,
were absolute.

AScottish Bible scholar has written: “The extraordi¬
nary fact is that emperor worship was not imposed on
the Roman Empire from above; it grew from below.” ̂

Shades of Hitler.
However, there were differences between Hitler-

allegiance and emperor worship. Hitler’s rise to power
was rapid in comparison. Emperor worship was agrad¬
ual development which grew out of the gratitude of the
provincials for what Rome had done for them. When
Rome took over acountry and unpredictable tyrants

booted out, Roman justice was established. The
Roman peace, Pax Romana, was unlike anything the
world had seen and people were deeply grateful.

It was not enough for the populace to appreciate
Rome. This was an impersonal thing. The spirit of Rome
needed to be personalized; the emperor of Rome began
to be regarded as divine.

Before Christ was bom, Caesar was worshiped.
‘The first temple to be erected to the godhead of the

emperor was built in Pergamum in 29 b.c. Caesar wor¬
ship had begun.” ®

Can you ima^ne what happened in Rome? The
empire was vast, it had many races and languages. It
needed aunifying principle and “religion” can be avery
unifying influence. Soon every Roman citizen was com-

w e r e
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pelled to bum apinch of incense and say, “Caesar is
L o r d . ”

Is it any wonder that Caesar worship ran head on into
Chnstianity? When the Christians refused to call Caesar
their lord, they were subjected to inhuman persecution.
The gigantic movie epics showing the lions in the arena
wth the Christians and the public killings for the gory
pnusement of the Roman pagan leaders are not
jured from the imaginations of Hollywood producers.

There are many seeds which are planted in the breed¬
ing ground for dictators; anarchy, lawlessness, moral
decadence, human desperation, and false hero worship
fertilize the fields that produce despots. All the gold
carat and two-bit demagogues of history grew out of
the soil of the times.

8 9

c o n -

Where Do We Fit In?

Are we living in apeaceful, placid era when people
enjoy an environment free of tensions? Ridiculous ques¬
tion to ask, isn’t it? But when we slow down our daily
lives long enough to take ahard, realistic look at the
generation we live in, it’s areal shocker.

There are many shoulder-shruggers who say, “Always
been crime and wars—always wfil be—^why get all hot
and bothered about what’s going on today?”

Ashort time ago we saw agraph in anews magazine
which indicated the climb in serious crimes in the United
States from 1960 to 1968. If you had been an ant on
that page you would have had avery steep stairway to
climb each one of those eî t years. While the number
of crimes in America was increasing 122 per cent, the
population rose only 11 per cent.®

Many people have stopped talking about the “crime
rate.’’ They now refer to the “crime epidemic.”

Crime is waged on agrand scale by nations. Since
World War II the world has been embroiled in conflict
that seems to grow increasingly vicious. There has been
arebirth of guerrilla warfare; revolutions and revolu¬
tionary movements are becoming away of life during
this latter part of the twentieth century.

War and more war. Has there ever been atime when
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the potential for self-destruction was as great as it is
today?

9 0

A n o t h e r B o o m

Some people feel that the concern about the popula¬
tion explosion is exaggerated. They point out that the
marvelous technological advances of science will over-

the burgeoning boom in human beings on thisc o m e

earth. , ,
They may be right. However, many experts who have

studied and evaluated the population growth have ar¬
rived at statistics and conclusions which are rather awe¬
some, to say the least. A1969 report from the United
Nations national poUcy panel on world population
claimed that the population crisis is the world’s concern
and that it is as important as peace itself. This report
projects the world population will reach 7.5 billion by
the year 2000. Since the number of human beings on
earth in 1968 was 3.4 billion, we see that if the estimate
is correct, there wiU be more than twice as many people
in the world thirty years from now.

This same report said “high fertility and hî  rates of
population” contribute to poUution, congestion, mban
sprawl, and ahost of psychological ̂ ents mdevel¬oped countries and mî t mean wid̂ pread famme,
increased illiteracy, unemployment, squalor, and unrest
threatening the foundations of public order in develop¬
ing countries.* .

Chairman of the Genetics Department at Ohio State
University J. Bruce Grifang is quoted as sa>ang that
“Unless mankind acts immediately, there will be a
worldwide famine in 1985, and the extinction of man
within 75 years.

We may not think this will affect us personally, but in
1967 Dr. Stanley F. YoUes, director of the National
Institute of Mental Health, said:

“Population movement and the increased pressures of
aspeeded-up society undoubtedly are causing an in¬
creasing amount of emotional disturbance. Between
1960 and 1965 the number of U.S. psychiatrists, psy-

»» B
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chologists, and other mental health workers rose forty-
four per cent. Youngsters are being admitted to mental
hospitals in numbers seven times their share of the total
population. Many of those left on the outside proclaim
loudly their ‘alienation from society.

If we complain about not being able to find “breath¬
ing space,” or resent being squeezed into an impersonal
computerized society, imagine what it might be like
thirty years from now, if we’re still aroundl

Men who are studying population biology, such
Paul Ehrlich, professor at Stanford University and
pert in this field, are inclined to be doomsters because
of the research they have done. Ehrlich, for instance,
says: “Mankind may be facing its final crisis. No action
that we can take at this late date can prevent agreat
deal of future misery from starvation and environmental
deterioration.” ^

9 1
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All Systems Go

It doesn’t take a“religious” person to discern the fact
that what is happening is setting the world in the proper
frame for adictator. We see anarchy growing in every
country. We see established standards of morality
thrown aside for ahedonistic brand which is attractively
labeled the “New Morality.” We see the super-weapons
and the threats of atheistic leaders in world powers who
would not hesitate to use those weapons if they would
further their drive for conquest.

Aview seems to be creeping into the consciousness of
concerned people that the problems and the tensions
of the world need to be controlled by a“strong hand
from someplace.”

Even Arnold Toynbee, the eminent historian, said
aradio broadcast that “By forcing on mankind
and more lethal weapons, and at the same time making
the world more and more interdependent economically,
technology has brought mankind to such adegree of
distress that we are ripe for the deifying of any
Caesar who might succeed in giving the world unity and
peace.”

o n

m o r e

n e w
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Who Is the '‘Future Fuehrer”?

The time is ripe and getting riper for the Great Dic¬
tator, the one we call the “Future Fuehrer.” This is the
one who is predicted in the Scriptures very clearly and
cal led the "Ant ichr is t ”

The Bible gives aperfect biographical sketch of this
future world leader.

If you will follow this Scripture from Revelation, with¬
out being bothered by the figures of speech which are
used, you will see that the Bible explains the meaning.

“And he stood on the sand of the seashore. And Isaw
abeast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and
seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on
his heads were blasphemous names.

“And the beast which Isaw was like aleopard, and
his feet were like those of abear, and his mouth like
the mouth of alion. And the dragon gave him his power
and his throne and great authority” (Revelation 13:1,
2 N A S B ) .

You may be saying that this doesn’t sound like a
human being to you, but just press on and follow care¬
fully how the mystery unfolds.

Revelation continues with this description: “And I
of his heads as if it had been slain. ...” Marks a w o n e

carefully the “as if’ in the phrase above. ..and his
fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was
amazed and followed after the beast; and they wor¬
shiped the dragon, because he gave his authority to the
beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like
the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?’ ”
(Revelation 13:3, 4NASB).

This person, the Antichrist, is called the “beast” be¬
cause from God’s viewpoint that is exactly what he is.
The p̂ sage is obviously talking about aperson because

"he” is used. He is also describedthe personal pronoun
aperson of great authority.
In the seventeenth chapter of Revelation we are given

the meaning of this description of the beast coming out
of the sea. Revelation 17:15 says: “And he said to

The waters which you saw where the harlot sits,

a s

me, ‘
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are peoples and multitudes and nations and tonnues
(NASB).

The “harlot” refers to the religious system which will
be tied in with this dictator. This will be described in
more detail in the next chapter.

When it says that the beast will emerge out of the
sea, it means that he will come out of the chaos of the
n a t i o n s .

In the Old Testament, Isaiah speaks of the chaos of
the nations that is to come and says there is no peace for
^e wicked ...they are like the “troubled sea,” which
is asymbolic picture of the Gentile nations (Isaiah
57:20, 21).

) 9 >

Like aLeopard, aBear, and aLion

“And the beast which Isaw was like aleopard, and
his feet were like those of abear, and his mouth like the
mouth of alion” (Revelation 13:2 NASB).

To understand the meaning of this zoo which is de¬
scribed in Revelation, we go back to the predictive min¬
istry of Daniel. As we studied in the previous chapter,
Daniel describes his vision of four great beasts who
come up out of the sea in succession. These beasts are
the ̂ eat Gentile empires which would rule the world.
Daniel described these kingdoms using figurative expres¬
sions of wild animals.

Daniel 8tells who the first, second, and third empires
are; thus we can identify the animal figure by the order
of the kingdoms. The &st one of these empires which
Daniel described was like alion, which was the Babylo¬
nian Empire. He said the second great kingdom was like
abear, which was the Media-Persian Empire. The third
kingdom would be like aleopard, and this was the
Greek Empire.

Then Daniel said there would arise afourth kingdom,
which would take over what was left of the Greek Em¬
pire. That was Rome.

In Daniel 7:23, 24, Daniel predicts the fourth king¬
dom ...and especially the person who would put it
together. He says that the fourth kingdom (Rome) shall
“devour the whole earth.”
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However, we saw in ‘*Rome on the Revival Road”
that there is a“phase 2” to the Roman Empire. Daniel
says that out of the culture of the first Roman Empire
ten kings shall arise, and another king after that who is
different from the ten. This king is going to subdue three
of the kin^.

In other words, when this Roman dictator comes, he
is going to take over the ten-nation confederacy. Seven
of the kings or leaders will willingly give him their alle-
ânce, but three of them will not. So he vdU overthrow

these three leaders.
Now we are able to see how Scripture fits together. If

you return to Revelation 13 and look again at verse one
you will understand that the “ten horns” refer to this
ten-nation confederacy and the “seven heads” are the

leaders who form acoalition wth the Antichrists e v e n

Der Fuehrers Personality Traits

Some people have said that they turn to the Book of
Revelation to find out how it will dl end ...and then
can’t understand athing that is said. Now that we know,
however, who the leopard, the bear, and the lion were,
we should begin to see what Revelation 13:2 means.

It is smd here that the beast (the Roman dictator, the
Future Fuehrer, or the Antichrist) will be like aleopard,
abear, and lion. Aleopard is quick to seize his prey.
The leopard was the CJreek Empire. Alexander the
Great, the Greek military genius, was known for the
speed with which he overcame his enemies. He was
fearless and strong, ahuman counterpart of the great
leopard. Alexander was aworld conqueror who led his
armies to the outermost fringes of the known world of
h i s t i m e .

“A bear” referred to the Media-Persian Empire,
which was conquered by Alexander. This kingdom, sim¬
ilar to the animal it exemplifies, was very strong and
powerful.

The lion (Babylon) is regal. The way he walks and
holds his proud head has class. Babylon was an elegant
monarchy. Its palaces were splendid and the famous
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‘hanging gardens of Babylon” were considered one of
the seven wonders of the world.

Now we are beginning to see, little by little, the pic¬
ture emerging of the Future Fuehrer. His conquest will
be rapid, he will be very strong and powerful, and there
will be an air about him which is self-assured and proud.

It js important to note as we follow in Revelation 13
that “the dragon gave him his power and his throne and
great authority” (verse 2b).

Who is the dragon?
If we turn back to Revelation 12:9 we are told who

he is.
It says, “And the great dragon was thrown down,

the serpent of old who is called the Devil and Satan”
(NASB) .

We read that the dragon is going to give the Anti¬
christ his power. In other words, Satan himself is going
to give him fantastic power. He is going to be able to
work all kinds of miracles. This is one reason that Chris¬
tians should not get too excited when they see amiracle.
It may not be amiracle of God. Satan is amiracle-
worker and he has been able to work miracles from
the beginning.

But there is going to be atime when Satan is allowed
to work all kinds of supernatural acts through men. It is
smd that Satan is going to send this man, his master¬
piece, with all sorts of signs and wonders and miracles
(II Thessalonians 2:9).

The second thing that will be given this man is a
throne. This means world government. This throne
offered to Jesus Christ. In Luke 4it is told how Satan
came to Christ during His temptation in the desert and
offered Him all the authority and glory of the world.
Satan said He could have all the kingdoms to rule, if He
would fall down and worslup him. There is only one
m^ who could resist that kind of an offer. Satan offered
Him acrown if He would by-pass the cross. But Jesus
wouldn’t buy it.

Now we are studying aman who will accept this
throne wholeheartedly. He will be worshiped as Satan is
worshiped, with forms of idolatry that we can only guess
in our wildest leaps of imagination.

9 5
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All around the world today the increase in the mystic,
occult, and even devil-worship is so pronounced that
people are beginning to question what it’s all about.
There are churches in some of the major cities of Amer¬
ica which actually incorporate into their “religious cere¬
monies” the worship of die devil. Anewspaper report
said, “Moving hand-in-hand with astrology in some
cities is arising interest in witchcfaft and hypnosis.
Courses in the art of the history of witchcraft have
popped up at afew recognized colleges and at most ‘free
universities’ (where students design the curricula.) ®

Auniversity student told this writer that he knew of
several people who had signed up for acollege course
on witchcraft believing that it was a“how to” course,
and after discovering that it was more history than mys¬
tery, dropped out of the class.

However, the Satan-worship which will be initiated at
the time of the world reign of the Future Fuehrer will
make today’s antics of the cultists look like nursery
s c h o o l .

A M o r t a l H e a d W o u n d

We are told in Revelation 13:3 that this great world
leader will have afatal head wound which will be mirac¬
ulously healed. Many people have not known just what
to make of this statement. Some have thought that what
this means is that one of the empires of the ancient
Roman Empire would be miraculously revived and
brought back to existence. That is one possible interpre¬
tation. However, Ido not believe that is the ri^t inter¬
pretation. Here is why. ...

Look for amoment at Revelation 13:14. This is
speaking of the False Prophet, who will be an associate
of the Great Roman Dictator. The verse says: “And he
deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the
signs which it was given him to perform in the presence
of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to
make an image to the beast who had the wound of the
sword and has come to life” (NASH).

Whoever this person is with this fatal wound will have
astatue made of himself, and men are going to worship
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this idol. You do not make an idol of an empire. You
make an idol of aperson.

The way in which this dictator is going to step onto
the stage of history will be dramatic. Overnight he will
Income the byword of the world. He is going to be dis-
tin îsh^ as supernatural; this will be done by an act
which ̂ be aSatanic counterfeit of the resurrection.
* îs writer does not believe it will be an actual resurrec¬
tion, but it will be asituation in which this person has a
mortal wound. Before he has actually lost life, however,
he will be brought back from this critical wounded state.
This is something which will cause tremendous
ment throughout the world.

We could draw acomparison to the tragic death of
John F. Kennedy. Imagine what would have happened
if the President of the United States, after being shot and
declared dead, had come to life again! The impact of
event like that would shake the world.

It is not difiBcult to imagine what will happen when
this coming world leader makes his miraculous recovery.
This man, the Antichrist, will probably not be known as
agreat leader until the time of his revival from the fatal
wound. After that the whole world will follow him.

He will have amagnetic personality, be personally
attractive, and apowerful speaker. He will be able to
mesmerize an audience with his oratory.

“Who is like the beast, and who is able to

a m a z e -

a n

w a g e w a r

with him?” These are the expressions the people who
live at the time of the appearance of the Antichrist will
be saying. They will accept anyone who offers peace,
since this is the great cry of the world.

What does this indicate? We recall that the Pax Ro
mana, the Roman peace, was the reason the provincials
willin̂ y turned to Rome and eventually initiated Caesar
worship. Law and order—peace and secxirity—freedom
from war. The same needs, the same desires were ex¬
pressed in ancient times that the Bible says will be prev¬
alent before the Antichrist begins his rule. He will be
swept in at atime when people are so tired of war, so
anxious for peace at any price, that they willingly give
their allegiance to the world dictator who will
them peace.

p r o m i s e
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There is another place in the Bible where the words of
the people who are alive at the time of the coming of the
Antichrist are quoted: "While they are saying, ‘Peace
and safetyl’ then destruction will come upon them sud¬
denly like birth pangs upon awoman with child; and
they shall not escape” (I Thessalonians 5:3).

This is adirect quote from the people who will live
under the false security of this world dictator. It is a
cry of relief—a sigh of gratitude. "Peace and safety”—
at las t !

The mood of the world is being developed toward the
acceptance of this person. Remember what Toynbee
said: “We are ripe for the deifying of any new CaesM
who mî t succeed in giving the world unity and peace.”

7 A m G o d

The Antichrist will deify himself—just like the Ca^
did. He will proclaim himself to be God. He will

demand that he be worshiped and will establish himself
in the Temple of God (II Thessalonians 2:4).

There is only one place where this temple of God can
be and that is on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem, on the
site where the Dome of the Rock and other Moslem
shrines now stand. There are many places in the Bible
that pinpoint this location as the one where the Jews
will rebuild their Temple.

The Antichrist, who is called by many names in the
Bible, but in II Thessalonians is called the ‘lawless
one,” will come in on awave of anarchy. This is why
the world will be ready to receive him.

You may be asking, “How can this possibly happen
while Christians are in the world?”

It can’t. As we understand II Thessalonians 2:6-12,
the restraining power of the Spirit of God, within believ¬
ing Christians, will hold back the rise of this World
Dictator. We believe it is not until this “restrainer” is
removed that his power and mî t will be exerted over
the entire world.

We shall explain this in detail in the chapter on The
Ultimate Trip.”

9 8
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Authority to Act for Three and OneMf Years
“And there was given to him amouth speaking arro¬

gant words and blasphemies; and authority to act for
forty-two months was given to him” (Revelation 13-5
NASB).

Forty-two months is three and one-half years and this
is the three and one-half years prior to Christ’s personal,
visible return to this earth. This period of time will make
the regimes of Hitler, Mao, and Stalin look like Girl
Scouts weaving adaisy chain by comparison. The Anti¬
christ is going to be given absolute authority to act with
the power of Satan.

“And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against
God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is,
those who dwell in heaven” (Revelation 13:6 NASB).

This is interesting. Why would he “blaspheme” or
“bad-mouth” those who will dwell in heaven? And who
are the ones who dwell in heaven; why would he even
bother with them? You and Iare the ones who are going
to dwell in heaven, if we are true believers in Jesus
Christ. If we are gone from the earth at this period,
which this writer believes the Scriptures prove, how is
this fellow going to explain the fact that afew million
relî ous kooks” are missing? He will, of course, have

to discredit the Christian belief, explain it away, or
“blaspheme” it and the believers.

“And it was given to him to make war with the
saints and to overcome them ..(Revelation 13*7a
NASB).

It is logic^ to ask at this point, how is he going to
make vmr with the saints when they are gone from the
earth? The saints” are the people who are going to
believe in Christ during this great period of conflict.
After the Christians are gone God is going to reveal
Himself in aspecial way to 144,000 physical, literal
Jews who are going to believe with avengeance that
Jesus is the Messiah. They are going to be 144,000 Jew¬
ish Billy Grahams turned loose on this earth—the earth
will never know aperiod of evangelism like this period.
These Jewish people are going to make up for lost time.



THE LATE GREAT PLANET EARTH

They are going to have the greatest number of converts
in all history. Revelation 7:9-14 says they bring so
many to Christ that they can’t be numbered.

However, the Antichrist is going to unleash atotal
persecution of these people.

“And it was given to him ...authority over every
tribe and people and tongue and nation ..(Revela¬
tion 13:7b NASB).

He will be the absolute dictator of the whole world!
This is the Future Fuehrer.

Who Will Worship Him?

“And all who dwell on the earth will worship him,
every one whose name has not been written from the
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb
who has been slain” (Revelation 13:8 NASB).

The book of life to which this passage refers is for
those who put their personal fmth in Jesus Christ. Christ
is the “Lamb” who was slmn.

The Old Testament predicted the coming of Jesus m
hundreds of prophecies. Over 300 specific predictions
were fulfilled in His life and death. He is conclusively
proven as the only One who could be the Messiah.

He has abook. That book contos the names of
everyone who simply puts his faith in Jesus for having
paid the penalty for his sins. Throughout the history of
the Jewish people the Passover Lamb typified asacri¬
fice. What an incredible thing that so many Jews would
not see Jesus as the personification of the Lamb. He
the real Lamb of God.

When John the Baptist, one of the greatest prophets
of all time, first saw Jesus coming toward him, he said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of
the world” (John 1:29 NASB). In this statement he
summarized the whole significance of the Old Testa¬
ment. It all pointed to Jesus.

So we see who will worship the Antichnst. Everyone
will worship him who has not put his fmth in Christ.

Is it possible for amoment to project our thoughts
toward that time when the entire world will look upon
one human being as the supreme leader? The Anti-

1 0 0
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THE FUTURE FUEHRER

Christ will need alot of help to carry out his diabolical
schemes. His staunchest ally will be

The False Prophet
.Revelation 13:11—18 we are introduced to this
inf̂ ous character. This person, who is called the sec¬
ond b̂ st, is going to be aJew. Many believe he will befrom the tribe of Dan, which is one of the tribes of the
onginal progenitors of the nation of Israel.

Prophet (he is called that in Revelation
19:20 and 20:10) will be amaster of satanic magic.
This futiu-e False Prophet is going to be adevilish John
the Baptist. He will aid and glorify this Roman Dictator:
he will proclaim him the savior of the world and make
people worship him as God.

It is logical to ask how the False Prophet will force
this worship of the Roman Dictator. He will be given
control over the economics of the world system and
rause everyone who will not swear allegiance to the
Dictator to be put to death or to be in asituation where
they cannot buy or sell or hold ajob. Everyone will be
given atattoo or mark on either his forehead or fore¬
hand, only if he swears allegiance to the Dictator
being God.

Symbolically, this mark will be 666. Six is said to be
the number of man in Scripture and atriad or three

the number for God. Consequently, when you triple
“six” it is the symbol of man making himself God.

The cleverness of this economic vise is ghastly to
contemplate. But no one could ever accuse Satan of not
being clever.

101
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OCome Now , . .

Do you believe it will be possible for people to be
controlled economically? In our computerized society,
where we are all “numbered” from birth to death, it
seems completely plausible that some day in the near
future the munbers racket will consolidate and we will
have just one number for all our business, money, and
credit transactions. Leading members of the business
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community are now planning that all money matters will
be handled electronically.

1 0 2

Upstage
We believe that the dramatic elements which are

occurring in the world today are setting the stage for
this magnetic, diabolical Future Fuehrer to make his
entrance. However, we must not indulge in speculation
about whether any of the current world figures is the
Antichrist. He will not be known until his sudden mirac¬
ulous recovery from afatal wound.

There would be no earthly advantage in being alive
when the Antichrist rules. We believe that Christians
will not be around to watch the debacle brought about
by the crudest dictator of all time.



fie/overf, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits
to see whether they are from God; because
false prophets have gone out into the world.

iJOHN 4:1 (NASB)

m a n y

10
REVIVAL OF MYSTERY BABYLON

It is not our purpose to be shoc^g or offensive. The
prophecies of the Bible are avital part of God’s Word,
but should not be used for sensationalism. Some of the
symbolism in this chapter may seem very strange to
modem ears, and some of the indictments of existing
beliefs may trigger the defense mechanism in some read¬
ers. However, when God’s Word is clear, it was never
intended that man should dilute what He has to say.

All through the Scriptures we find that Christ dealt
strongly with the religious leaders and false prophets
who put on their many-colored coats of righteousness
and led people astray. Jesus called them hypocrites,
fools, and vipers, not exactly soft terms. He tipped
the tables in their places of so-called worship, which
was not what men today might consider being broad¬
m i n d e d .

We are told in the Bible that before the seven-year
period of tribulation there will be an il-powerful reli¬
gious system which will aid the Antichrist in subjecting
the world to his absolute authority. For atime this
ligious system will actually have control of the Dictator.

There are several names given to this one-world reli¬
gion, all of them drawing aperfect analogy in meaning.
It is called the Great Harlot, or prostitute; the “harlot”
represents areligion which prostitutes the true meaning
of being wedded to Christ, and sells out to all the false
religions of man.

“Babylon” is another term used for the one-world

o v e r
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religion. It is easy to see how aplace could also be asys¬
tem when we consider contemporary examples: Broad¬
way means the theater today, Madison Avenue draws
the mental image of the slick advertising world, Wall
Street is the hub of finance.

‘Tis aPuzz lement

As pieces of the prophecy puzzle appeared to fall into
place there was one important part that was lost to me.
The Bible outlines very specifically that there would be
aone-world religion which would dominate the world
in the time before the return of Christ. However, this
seemed so remote, with so many different religions com¬
peting for the minds and hearts of men, how on earth
could people unite in allegiance to just one religion?

Five years ago, for instance, as Isurveyed the college
campuses where Iministered, it seemed that most of the
intellectual community was alienated by any concept of
the supernatural. Many of them were not receptive to
any form of “religion,” which was considered acrutch
for the weak, or arigid set of rules not worth trying to
f o l l o w .

We should be careful to note at this point that we are
using the term “religion,” not Christianity. Christianity
is not areligion. Religion is the process of man trying to
achieve goodness, perfection, and acceptance with God
by his own efforts. Christianity, on the other hand, is
God taking the initiative and reaching for man. Chris¬
tianity is God saying that man cannot reach Him except
through the one path He has provided—through the
acceptance of His Son, Jesus Cl̂ t.

But the scene has changed rapidly in the intellectual
community in the past few years. Many of those who
scoffed at “religion” have become addicted to the fast-
moving upsurge in astrology, spiritualism, and even
drugs. What does all this mean? Does it have any sig¬
nificance in Biblical prophecy?

We believe that the joining of churches in the present
ecumenical movement, combined with this amazing re¬
juvenation of star-worship, mind-expansion, and witch¬
craft, is preparing the world in every way for the
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establishment of agreat religioiis system, one which will
influence the Antichrist.

To understand the significance of these movements in
relation to this one-world religious system, we should
study carefully what the Bible has to say about them.
As we begin to examine this in depth, there emerges a
pattern which makes the Bible more up-to-date and
relevant than any book today.

1 0 5

Origin of Astrology

Many popular American magazines have been com¬
menting recently on astrology and its impact on the
contemporary scene; most of these secular writers have
done agood job of historical research into the subject.
However, few touch upon the best history book of all
in doing their reference work.

In Genesis we find that astrology got its beginnings in
Babylon, which is verified by secular writers in their
historical accounts. There is aremarkable statement in
Genesis 11 about the first astrological observatory.

After the great Rood, the Bible tells us, the whole
earth had one language. The people who were alive at
that time settled in the land of Shinar, which is near the
meeting of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. This was
ancient Babylonia, one of the earliest centers of civili-
2 a t i o n .

“And they said. Go to, let us build us acity and a
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven ...” (Gen¬
esis 11:4 KJV).

Now the city they were speaking about was Babylon,
and the tower was the famous Tower of Babel. The
interesting thing is that the word “tower” is aword that
can mean ziggurat, which was the ancient observatory
from which the priests would gaze at the stars.

In many versions of the Bible you will find that in
this verse from Genesis 11 the words “may reach” are
in italics. This is because they were not in the original
Hebrew writings of the Bible. When this passage is
studied in Hebrew it becomes obvious that these people
had enough intelligence and know-how to realize that
they could not build atower which would actually reach
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to heaven. It’s true that the Babylonian builders were
geniuses, but they were not stupid. Atower with its top
in heaven meant it would be used to study the stars,
chart their courses, and make predictions. Henry H.
Hailey, who has assembled the comprehensive Halley's
Bible Handbook, said that the whole purpose of the
ziggurats was idolatrous worship.̂

This origin of astrology was described in what may
have been among the first writings known to man, aform
of hieroglyphics devised by the ancient race of the Chal¬
deans who began to give the stars certain meanings.
They divided the heavens into the twelve sections of the
Zodiac and said that the stars control the destiny of men.
This religion started to flourish and have its greatest
glory of history in the Babylonian Empire, which was
primarily made up of the priestly caste of the Chaldean
people. These Chaldeans became the aristocracy of the
priesthood. We know how esteemed these astrologers
and ma^cians were because every king in Babylon built
giant ziggurats for them. The astrologers were consid¬
ered almost equal in power to the king.

We see God’s attitude toward this star-worship when
we are told that He destroyed this Babylonian observa¬
tory. Nimrod, the first world dictator, was the leader in
the Tower of Babel enterprise and through this religious
system established at Babylon undoubtedly wished to
pursue the ambition of all dictators, and that is to have
aone-world government. He did not take God into
account, however. God says when you put everyone
under one dictator there would be no evil which could
be restrained. When the Tower of Babel was destroyed,
it was aturning point in history. Where there had been
but one language, now God initiated many languages
and scattered the people throughout the earth.

This passage shows that God’s plan for the world
until the Prince of Peace returns is not an international
one-world government, but nationalism. This is the one
way the world can keep from falling under adictator
who could virtually destroy mankind.

The Scripture says that aGreat Dictator is coming
and he will be boosted to power, and strengthened in his
grasp upon the world with the assistance of the ancient
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religion called Mystery, Babylon. This is the very reli¬
gion which started in the Genesis account and made
possible the first world dictator.

Some clairvoyants today, without knowledge of Bible
prophecy, are saying the same things that the Scriptures
tell us. In apublication wluch specialize in psychic
phenomena there was an astounding article which said
that “History and many sî  of the time point to man’s
preparation for the coming new world leader.” The
writer in this magazine deling with extrasensory per¬
ception, prophecy (not Bible), and spiritual healing,
described various events which would precede this new
“Leader,” among which were ...“Conditions shall
change and, in the due course of time, people shall be
led into anew Age where they have different abilities
from those now existing. There shall be clairvoyance
and telepathy as there was before the so-called, mis¬
called, Tower of Babel, in which through the abuse of
special powers mankind lost its telepathic abilities for
the time being” ̂ (Emphasis is ours.)

Mystery, Babylon, Condemned

The great prophet Isaiah, in chapter 47 of his book,
gives an analysis of the Babylonian worship and reli¬
gion. The description and the judgment to be brought
upon this “religion” is so significant for today that we
can scarcely contain our continuous excitement
prophetic pictures in the Bible.

Isaiah, speaking predictively in 47:1, says: “Come
down, and sit in the dust, O!sirgin daughter of Babylon,
sit on the ground: there is no throne, Odaughter of the
Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called tender
and delicate” (KJV).

Aglance down to verse 5will indicate further con¬
demnation of Babylon: “Sit thou silent, and get thee
into darkness, Odaughter of the Chaldeans: for thou
Shalt no more be called. The lady of kingdoms” (KJV).

(Literally, the “lady” means the “Queen of king¬
doms.” When we study Revelation 17 this is going to be
avery important figure of speech.)

The prophet goes on to analyze the wickedness of

1 0 7
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Babylon and the reason why God is going to judge this
empire. Isaiah shows how Babylon grew away from the
true God and was involved in worldly pleasures. Wis¬
dom and knowledge perverted Babylon, and the prophet
says that desolation shall “come upon thee suddenly.”

However, the most important thing to see is that Bab¬
ylon was entangled in “sorceries” and “enchantments,”
two important words which we shall examine carefully
.-.and that this civilization could not be saved by
“the astrologers, the stargazers, and the monthly prog¬
nosticators” who were the advisers to the Babylonians.

Stay Tuned to the Foctt

We are not playing agame of Biblical hopscotch
when we turn from one prophet to another. If there was
not astrong recurring theme in all the prophets, this
book would have no validity. It is the complete agree¬
ment of all parts of Biblical prophecy which makes its
study so absorbing, so filled with tinglmg vitality for the
twentieth century that it is awonder ±at evê  preacher
in every pulpit doesn’t shake the ecclesiastical rafters
with this subject.

Daniel was aprophet whose themes are far-reaching
and who predict̂  events which are yet to happen in the
history of our world, events which we are studying in
the context of this book. Daniel was aHebrew noble¬
man who was taken captive in Babylon by the king of
the empire, Nebuchadnezzar. This l̂ g had Daniel and
several other Jewish noblemen who showed unusual
intelligence put into aspecial school of the wise men.
The “wise men” was ageneral designation given to the
astrologers and magicians of the Babylonian empire and
Daniel was trained in all the wisdom of the Babylonians.
He became an expert in these fields, but he didn’t buy it.
It was atremendous test of Daniel’s faith, because he
was literally brainwashed by the Babylonian religion,
but he kept his belief in God, in spite of all this training.

Nebuchadnezzar had adream which really bothered
him and gave him insomnia. He called the whole gang
out to help him with this—all his “magicians and astrolo¬
gers and sorcerers and Chaldeans” (Daniel 2:2,10,27).
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^The first category or word which is translated “magi¬
cian” means the special sacred scribes—an order of the
wise men who had charge of the sacred writings which
were handed down all the way from the time of the
Tower of Babel. Some of the earliest-known literature
on the face of this earth were these books of magic,
astrology, and the black arts.

The next word, “astrologer,” means literally to whis¬
per—^it came to mean “conjure.” These were men who
were enchanters who would cast spells through the spirit
medium. They had all kinds of chants and low, mutter¬
ing songs through which they thought they could cast
o u t e v i l .

The “sorcerers” means the black ma^c art. The same
word is used for the Egyptian magicians who confronted
Moses (Exodus 7:11). Through their black art they
duplicated several miracles which Moses performed in
the court. For instance, they turned water into blood.
When Moses cast down his rod and it turned into
pent these “sorcerers” did the same thing in the court of
Pharaoh. It wasn’t until God enabled Moses to perform
miracles that they couldn’t duplicate that these magi¬
cians said that this was the finger of God. The Egyptians
had all of these arts which the Babylonians exported
t o t h e m .

The next word, “Chaldeans,” was the priest caste of
all of them. Wherever you see the word “Chaldean” it
can be translated equally well as “astrology.” Several
great linguists imanimously agree on this point that the
Chaldeans studied aperson’s birthday, asking the very
hour aperson was bom, and then they would cast a
horoscope of his destiny. You will find that this thinking
has permeated the Aramaic world—the Arabs, the Per¬
sians, etc. This is where the idea of Kismet came from;
it means it is inevitable, it is fate—what will happen will
happen. The ancient astrologers believed that your fate
was written in the stars before you were bom and you
can’t alter the course of your destiny.

The Babylonian kings did not make amove without
consulting dieir astrologers, and the Media-Persians who
conquered the Babylonians did the same thing. They,
too, had their court astrologers and wise men. When the

a s e r -
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Greek, Alexander the Great, conquered the Media-
Persian Empire he also began to follow the astrologers
and their wisdom. The practice was transported to
Rome where we see the Caesars consulting the augurs,
who were experts in astrology, spiritism, and the black
a r t s .

When Nebuchadnezzar called upon his wise men for
help and advice, none of them could tell him his dream
or the interpretation. Daniel, however, proved he was a
true prophet of God when he was able to tell the Idng
what the dream was and then give its interpretation.
Daniel really puts the bite on his fellow colleagues and
shows them up for the frauds they were.

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, described by Daniel and
interpreted by this prophet of God, turns out to be the
whole course of world powers that would conquer the
world right up to the second coming of Jesus Christ.

Daniel shows that astrologers cannot accurately pre¬
dict the future. As amatter of fact, God condemns
astrology. In Deuteronomy 18 astrologers were com¬
manded in that day under die law of Moses to be put to
death. Astrology is the backbone of the ancient religion
of Babylon, but there is no such thing as aman’s fate
being controlled by the stars.

Man’s fate is controlled by God alone.
Whenever apereon gets sold out by things like astrol¬

ogy, it be like the Israelis. Israel was judged and
virtually destroyed and taken to Babylon in 606 b.c.
because the people became devoted to idolatry, esp^
cially astrology. II Kings 23 makes this clear when it
says that God wiped out the high places and all of the
places where they burned incense to the stars of heaven,

to the constellation (the twelve signs of the Zodiac).o r

Emergence of the One-world Religion
Now we are coming to some of the most important

pieces of the prophetic puzde which are shown in the
Scriptures. In Revelation 17 the apostle John has a
\ision which shows the future and precisely what is
going to happen on earth the last seven years before
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Christ returns. In Revelation 17 John is given one of the
most important prophecies for us to understand because
he^ is exposing aone-world religious system which will
bring all false religions together in one unit. Through
this system Satan’s Antichrist will take over the world
—and he is going to do it first with Rome as home base
and then from Jerusalem.

Scarlet O’Harlot

Look what John says in Revelation 17:3-5: “And
he carried me away in the Spirit into awilderness; and
Isaw awoman sitting on ascarlet beast, full of blas¬
phemous names, having seven heads and ten horns.
And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and
adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, hav¬
ing in her hand agold cup full of abominations and of
the unclean things of her immorality, and upon her fore¬
head aname was written, amystery, ‘BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND
OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH ”
(NASB).

It is sometimes difficult for the Bible reader to grasp
this symbolism. Understanding “the mother of harlots,”
or the great harlot, is important to the basic understand¬
ing of the Christian belief, versus all religions. This
church which the prophet describes claims to be united
to Jesus Christ in mystical marriage, but is really an
adulteress in the spiritual sense. This church professes
an allegiance to God, but worships afalse religious
system.

The main thrust of this passage in Revelation 17 is
about Mystery, Babylon, who is typified by this
“i^d Isaw the woman drunk with the blood of the
saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. And
when Isaw her, Iwondered greatly. And the angel said
to me, ‘Why do you wonder? Ishall tell you the mystery
of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which
has the seven heads and the ten horns
17:6, 7NASB).

We know the meaning of the “beast,” for we studied

w o m a n .

(Revelat ion
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this in the chapter on “The Future Fuehrer.” The ten
horns, as we have seen, refers to the revived Roman
Empire, or aten-nation confederacy.

The fact that this woman, who is the Mystery, Baby¬
lon, is riding upon this beast shows that she controls
him. Historically this “reli^on” has controlled many
empires. Notice what John the Apostle, writing in about
A.D. 95, says about these empires which the “woman”
has controlled: “Here is the mind which has wisdom.
The seven heads are seven mountains on which the
woman sits, and they are seven kings; five have fallen,
one is, the other has not yet come; and when he comes,
he must remain alittle while” (Revelation 17:9, 10
NASB).

We must look at this from the apostle John’s perspec¬
tive. He speaks of seven kingdoms, five of which have
fallen. We must examine what five kingdoms over which
this mystery religion of Babylon exerted authority have
fallen. The first great kingdom where the Babylonian
religion had great sway was the Chaldean. The second
world power which was virtually controlled by this reli¬
gion was Egypt. The great Egyptian pyramids had astro¬
logical significance, as well as being aburial place for
the kings, and the sphinx is the key to where the earth
starts in the twelve sections of the Zodiac. The head of
the sphinx is awoman, wth the body of alion. The
word “sphinx” means to “join together” in Greek—it
shows that the first part of the circle of the zodiac is the
woman, Virgo, and the last part is the lion, Leo. What
the sphinx does is to put the two together and show the
hftginning and the end of the Zodiac.

The next great world kingdom to be controlled by the
mystery religion was, of course, Babylon itself under
the great Babylonian rulers. The fourth kingdom was the
Media-Persian Empire, and the fifth was the Greek
Empire.

John says that “five have fallen, one is.” The king¬
dom which was present at the time John wrote this was
Rome. The mystery reli^on of Babylon was in Rome,
exerting its great influence over the decisions of the
empire. The other kingdom which “has not yet come”
is referring to the revived Roman Empire.
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Antichrist will come up out of the culture of the
ancient Roman Empire. He will come to the ten-nation
confederacy, take it over, and make it an eighth form
of power.

We believe that we are seeing, with all of the other
signs, the revival of Mystery, Babylon—not just in
astrology, but also in spiritism, areturn to the super¬
natural, and in drugs.

More insight into this last one-world religion is given
in Revelation 9:20: “And the rest of mankind, who
were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the
works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and
the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone
and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk’*
(NASB).

Some may scoff at the idea that idol worship will
become prevalent. Even in America, however, there are
growing cults which actually do worship stone and metal
idols. At one of California’s colleges some young men
were seen at dawn, indulging in aprimitive sort of
god worship on the lawn of afraternity house. When
they were questioned about their rather strange activi¬
ties they said, “There’s abunch of us up at Big Sur who
worship idols and stuff.”

And what else will be seen during these times preced¬
ing Christ’s return? “And they did not repent of their
murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality
nor of their thefts” (Revelation 9:21 NASB).

One of the words here is extremely important—the
word “sorceries.” It comes from the Greek word
pharmakeia, which is the word from which we get our
English word pharmacy. It means akind of occult
worship or black magic, associated with the use of
drugs. This word is mentioned several times in the
Book of Revelation. It is said of the great religious
system that “all the nations were deceived by your
sorcery” (Revelation 18:23).

If there is anyone today who is not conscious of the
spread of drug addiction, particularly among college
and high school students, and now reaching down into
the junior Wgh and even the grade school level, then
they are blind to what is happening. The increase in

s u n -
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the use of narcotics and all forms of dangerous drugs
has spiralled to such an extent that statistics written
today would be out of date by the time this book is
published. ,

Anewspaper we saw recently quoted narcotics ot-
ficials in the juvenile division of apolice department
saying that they were so alarmed that they thought the
situation should be labeled a“Drug Epidemic and
treated by drastic and swift measures before it was
more out of hand than it is now. One officer said that
whatever they say about the arrests of young people
on drug charges is like an iceberg. All they are able to
see is what protrudes above the surface. Lurking be¬
neath the known dangers are thousands and thousands
of users and pushers that haven’t been caught.

Iused to wonder how on earth people wuld see the
supernatural things which would occur during the Great
Tribulation, the seven-year period before the return
of Christ, and still not turn to God. Ihave seen a
graphic example of how minds can be clouded from a
person Imet in afraternity house at one of our major
universities. He was an outstanding young man and ex¬
pressed the desire to know more about Christ. Imet
with him for several weeks and he said, *Ibelieve it,
but Ijust don’t want to commit my life to Christ.”

When Imet him afew months later he looked com¬
pletely different. He said, “I’m really religious now—I
feel sorry for you—I’ve been taking trips and I’ve really
seen God. Only this God is the King of Darkness—this
]s the one we worship.”

This man had completely blown his mind. He is at
this point, apart from amiracle, completely beyond
reach. Satan uses these hallucinatory drugs to take man
to adeeper level of approach with him. You talk to

people who have been on drugs for along time
and they will tell you, “I know the devil is real—^I’ve
seen him.”

We believe these drugs reduce aman’s thinking and
mentality to apoint where he is easily demon-possessed.
Demons are under the control of Satan and the Bible
speaks about them in abundant terms, so we’re not .
talking about spooky things.

1 1 4

s o m e
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There are all sorts of new spirit groups which are
worshiping Satan. Anewspaper feature article told of
“Modem Witches: Old Black Magic but aNew Spirit.’*
The story concerned the upsurge in witchcraft in En¬
gland and told how people take it very seriously. “So
ostensibly do the hundreds, perhaps even afew thou¬
sand, of witches in Britain who are riding again since
the centuries-old Witchcraft Act was repealed in 1951.
Covens, assemblies of witches are even said to be
thriving in Los Angeles and New York.”

As one modem witch describes, “For us it’s our
religion—^we worship ahomed god, the prince of dark¬
ness, and this makes some people say we’re devil-
worshipers.” ®

Amajor television station had apotpourri of news
and showed the great interest high school students have
in witches. The commentator said, “Nearly every re¬
spectable high school these days has its own witch.”
The program pictured apretty l̂ year-old, eyes staring
and voice chanting incantations, conjuring up all sorts
of spells. Apsychiatrist inton^ that he thought the
trend toward witchcraft was “healthy” for some because
it helps relieve aggressive feelings.

The upsurge of interest in astrology was documented
in the first chapter of this book. Man seems to be on
this great quest for knowledge and assurance of the
future with such intensity that all types of mystic ideas
are being accepted today.

115

Where Is the Church?

We have developed the various forms of religious
expressions which we believe constitute arevival of
Mystery, Babylon, but have not included the organiza¬
tion which the Bible says will be adefinite part of this
one-world religion. This is the v^ible church which is
characterized by increasing unbelief and apostasy.

This description of the visible or physical church is
given with sadness. We find it difficult not to be dis¬
heartened when we see what is happening in the
churches which call themselves “Christian.” However,
if we follow Bible prophecy carefully we see that it is
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made absolutely dear that in the time preceding the
return of Christ there would be a“falling away” from
the basic doctrines of Christ by the churches. Some
churches are not just falling away, they are plunging
recklessly toward destruction vidth their disbelief and
blasphemous programs.

It’s not uncommon to hear someone say, usuaUy in a
state of anger over some real or imagined injustice,
“Why doesn’t the church do something about it?”

It is imperative for us to have aclear understanding
of who and what “the church” is before we can under¬
stand its apostasy. (“Apostasy” means an abandonment
or desertion of principles or faith.)

The apostate church is, always has been, and will be,
the visible, physical gathering of people who may call
themselves Christians. These churches may be of any
denomination. They may be magnificent cathedrals or
store-front missions, acongregation of thousands or a
gathering of afew. However, no matter what sacred or
holy name is applied to the visible church, this is no
guarantee that it teaches and preaches the truth of God.

The true church, on the other hand, includes all
believers in Christ. Many places in the New Testament
speak of those who are joined to Christ, the Head of
the body. In other words, Christ is the Head of the true
c h u r c h .

“He is also head of the body, the church” (Colossians
1 : 1 8 N A S B ) .

‘Tor even as the body is one and yet has many mem¬
bers, and all the members of the body, thou^ they
are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit” (I Corinthians 12:12,
13NASB).

An organized church may have among its members
those who are true believers and those who merely
claim to be believers in Christ. We must not make the
mistake of saying that everyone who belongs to a
church which has strayed far away from the teachings
of the Bible is anon-believer. Atrue believer can be
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surrounded by apostasy in the church or denomination
or the council of churches to which he belongs. Usually,
if the believer is aware of what is happening at the
policy-making level of his church, he is pretty miser¬
able—or angry—or disgusted.

Some of you may be thinking that every generation
has seen this apostasy in the church. This is true, but
the Bible says that as the countdown before Christ’s
return comes closer, the teachings of the false leaders
of the church will depart farther and farther from God’s
W o r d .

“But false prophets also arose among the people,
just as there will also be false teachers among you,
who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even
denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift
destruction upon themselves” (II Peter 2:1 NASB).

T h e H a r l o t

This one-world religious system is not described in
delicate terms. Aharlot, or aprostitute, is one who is
unfaithful. She has prostituted her God-given woman¬
hood. In the same manner, the church which says it
belongs to God, but joins in worshiping through afalse
religious system, is prostituting its purpose.

How can we recognbte the apostasy in the church
today? What are the characteristics of harlot?

Peter writes that in the “last days” there would be
“mockers” who would say: “Where is the promise of
His coming?” (II Peter 3:4 NASB).

John, the apostle of love, spoke strongly about false
teachers who deny the fact that Christ will return bodily
to earth the second time. He wrote: “For many de¬
ceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not
acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is
the deceiver and the antichrist” (II John 7NASB).

We need to be alert. When we hear church leaders,
teachers, or preachers questioning the visible return
of Christ, this is adoctrine of apostasy.

The Bible teaches from beginning to end that man
is basically sinful. Since this is contrary to so much of
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the humanistic teachings that surround us today, it is
hard for some to swallow. But it does not make it any
less true. “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiv¬
ing ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (I John 1:8
NASB).

There are many who admire Jesus of Nazareth as a
great man, an outstanding teacher, but scoff at His deity.
This is another form of apostasy. This is adenial of
God, since the doctrine of the trinity is abasic tenet
of Christianity. John says: “Whoever denies the Son
does not have the Father ..(I John 2:23 NASB).

We have often had people say to us, “Sure, Ibelieve
in God, but you certainly don’t think Jesus was God,
do you?” Of course we do. The Bible also says Jesus
was born of avirgin; to deny this is adenial of the
miracles of God, what traditional Christianity has said
throughout the centuries.

What is happening today in many of our standard
brand denominatior^? One of the fiKt exposes of the
beliefs of our future ministers was made by Redbook
magazine in August of 1961. The publishers hired one
of the top pollsters in the nation to survey afull repre¬
sentation of our seminaries which are supposedly pre¬

fer Christian service in the Protestantp a r m g m e n
churches. Here are some of the results—compare them
carefully with what the Bible says about apostasy.

Of the ministers in trainiug, 56 percent rejected the
vir^ birth of Jesus Christ, 71 percent rejected that
there was life after death. 54 percent rejected the bodily
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 98 percent rejected that
there would be apersonal return of Jesus Christ to this
e a r t h .

“But false prophets also arose among the people, just
there will also be false teachers among you, who will

secretly introduce destructive heresies ...” (II Peter
2:1 NASB).

We are seeing “destructive heresies” bou t̂ in whole¬
sale lots. In the 1968 annual of the Encyclopaedia
Britanmca in aspecial section on religion the writer
wrote that this marks aturn in the history of American
theology, for not only are they saying that God is dead.

a s
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but men who still claim to be Christian theolô ans
saying that there is no such thing as apersonal God
a t a U .

In the February, 1968, issue of McCalVs asurvey of
major denominations showed that aconsiderable
ber rejected altogether the idea of apersonal God. How,
may we ask, can aman be aminister today if he does
not believe in apersonal God?

Although this trend has been accelerated in recent
years, this has been going on for along time. When
people move away from Christianity the cĥ urch will lose
its power and influence to agreat religious movement,
aSatanic ecumenical campaign.

a r e

n u m -

The Ecumenical Mania

Years ago when we first heard about the ecumenical
movement, we couldn’t pronounce it, but we thought
it sounded like agreat idea. It seemed plausible that all
the “good guys” in the churches should join together
to fight all the evil on the outside. There a r e m a n y
fallacies in that way of thinking. When all of the vari¬
ous churches begin to amalgamate in one imwieldy
body, soon the doctrinal truths of the true church are
watered down, altered, or discarded. In their place we
see political pronoimcements and ecclesiastical shenani¬
gans that astound the believer and repel the non¬
believer. The mass movement of the National Council
of Churches and the World Council of Churches toward
an umbrella-like structure which would cover all sorts
of beliefs and camouflage its motives with “broad¬
mindedness,” seems to say: “Come rmto me all ye that
are weary and heavy-laden and Iwill give you
troversyl”

In May of 1969 the World Council of Churches, for
instance, recommended that the churches should sup¬
port violence if it is the last way to overthrow political
and economic tyraimy. This group also recommended
that churches confess that fliey are “filled with blatant
and insidious institutional racism.” *

The news media carry stories every day about
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churches being invaded by pressure groups who “de¬
mand” money or recognition. Churches are joining
forces with those who oppose everything that is known
as traditional Christianity. “Marxist-Christian dialogue”
is very popular; not for the purpose of extending the
love of God to the atheistic Marxists or Communists,
but with the idea of exchanging “truths” and reaching
acommon ground of understanding.

When Gus Hall, one of the best-known spokesmen
for the Communist Party in the United States, says
that the current red gois for America are “almost
identical” to those espoused by the liberal church,
then perhaps it is time (really far past time) that people
begin to wake up to what is going on in the apostate
c h u r c h .

“A big and growing trend toward unity is developing
in many of America’s churches at this time. That trend,
some clergymen are saymg, could lead to a‘super-
church’ of immense religious and political power.” ®

Satan’s real intention is not to have agodless political
situation, he wants areligious situation. Satan loves
religion, which is the reason he invades certain churches

Sunday. Religion is agreat blinder of the mindso n

o f men .

Where Does Apostasy Lead?
Christ calls His followers, the true Christians, the

salt of the earth. If the salt is removed this important
preservative will no longer be able to stop the decaying
process. When false teachings and doctrines b^ome
predominant there will be adecline in the moral climate,
for the preservative has been taken away.

Hear what the Bible has to say about the time before
Christ’s return: “. ..in the last days difficult times
will come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of
money, boastful, arrogant, rc\ilers, disobedient to
parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable,
malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of
good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God ...” (II Timothy 3:1-4
NASH) .
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That is astrong indictment of the era in which
live, isn’t it? Continuing in that passage, Paul says that
learning or intellectualism will increase, but men will
not come to the “knowledge of truth.”

We have increased in technology so rapidly in the
past few years that our grandfathers’ heads would be
spinning at what we take for granted. However, all
the educational advances have not brought mankind
one step further toward solving the basic needs of love,
security, and true happiness; on the contrary, civiliza¬
tion seems more removed from these concepts than
e v e r .

w e

In this letter to Timothy, Paul also cites that there
will be apretense of worship, at the same time denying
godliness. When we read of some of the magazines that
fall under the category of “religious publications,^
can understand what is meant by this pretense. God
is not aliving, vital reality, personified by Christ, He
is hardly more than a“Thing,” a“Reality,” a“Ground
of Being,” a“Voice from Somewhere.” When there is
little to separate the church from ani^tclub, aschool,
asocial gathering, apolitical meeting, even aphilan¬
thropic group, then the salt has been taken away, its
flavor is no different from any secular organization.

w e

The Fewer Without the Salt

Although this great religious system of the time of
the Tribulation, or the final seven-year period before
the return of Christ, will be godless, it will also be
powerful.

John says in Revelation 17 that this system would
dominate ̂ e beast, or the Great Dictator who will be
the head- of the ten-nation confederacy. As we have
said, it would seem that fear of Communism and the
need for acommon defense against the “King of the
North” would drive the one-world political system into
the arms of the “harlot” or the one-world religious
system. The “harlot” will be “clothed in purple and
scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and
pearls ...” (Revelation 17:4 NASB). In other words.
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this religious system will be splendid on the outside,
but corrupt to the core.

This harlot, as described in Revelation, is not only
asystem, but also acity. There is no question about
where the city would be—it was Rome. It says that
the woman sits (or rules) on seven mountains. Most
elementary students of history or geô aphy know that
Rome is the city of seven hills. It is there that the
religious system will reign for atime in coalition with
the politick system.

However, the Bible tells us about the end of this
system. The political system and its dictator wU hate
this religious system after atime, because it controls
the Antichrist and he wants to proclmm himself to be
God, without any interference. The Great Dictator is
not going to be apuppet; if strings are to be pulled,
be wants to do the manipulating.

Revelation 18:2 shows that the destruction of the
religious system will take place in two phases. “Fallen,
fallen is Babylon the great.” The first “fallen” refers to
the destruction of the religious system by the dictator.
This will take place in the middle of the Tribulation,
at the end of three and one-half years. The second
“fallen” refers to the sudden destruction of the city of
R o m e .

God-given Compassion
There is atightrope which is walked by everyone

who condemns the actions of churches, their leaders, or
any belief which is no more than unbelief. One is ac¬
cused of being “anti-church,
“dogmatic.” However, in proclaiming the truths of
God, revealed by the Bible and its prophets, we cannot
dilute what is said. On the other hand, while loathing
the actions and motives of any system which is reli¬
gious, without knowing Christ, we do at the same time
want to introduce persons within these systems to the
only way to God, to Jesus Christ Himself. This is a
distinction which is difficult for anon-Christian to
understand, and sometimes equally difficult for the
Christian to follow. It is against human nature to sep-

narrow-minded,” or
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arate the man from the beliefs he appears to follow. We
cannot do it alone. Only Christ, working in and through
our whole being, can possibly give us compassion and
love for what we ourselves have labeled unloving and
despicable.



One smaH step for amon—one gfanf leap for monkincf.
APOLLO nCOMMANDER NEIL ARMSTRONG

20 JULY 1969

11
THE ULTIMATE TRIP

And the world caught its breath. Science fiction had
prepared man for the incredible feats of the astronauts,
but when the reality of the moon landing really hit, it
was awesome. j r r ^ r

On that historic Sunday in July we watched TV,
laughing as Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin loped on the
moon’s surface. We walked out the front door and
Looked up at the Old Man and said, It sreally hap¬
pening—there are acouple of guys walking around up
there right now. Amazing.”

Astounding as man’s trip to the moon is, there is
another trip which many men, women, and children
will take some day which will leave the rest of me
world gasping. Those who remain on earth at that
time will use every invention of the human mmd to
explain the sudden disappearance of millions of people.

Reporters who wrote the historic story of ApoUo 11
told how the astronauts collected rocks which may
reveal the oldest secrets of the solar system. Those who
are alive to tell the story of “Project Disappearance
will try in vain to describe the happening which will
verify the oldest secrets of God’s words.

Will They Say?

“There Iwas, driving down the freeway and all of a
sudden the place went crazy ...cars going maU
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d i r e c t i o n s . . . a n d n o t o n e o f t h e m h a d a d r i v e r . I
mean it was wild! Ithink we’ve got an invasion from
outer space!”

“It was the last quarter of the championship game
and the other side was ahead. Our boys had the ball.
We made atouchdown and tied it up. The crowd went
crazy. Only one minute to go and they fumbled—our
quarterback recovered—^he was about ayard from the
goal when—zap—^no more quarterback—completely
gone, just like that!”

“It was puzzling—^very puzzling. Iwas teaching my
course in the Philosophy of Religion when all of a
sudden three of my students vanished. They simply
vanished! They were quite argumentative—always try¬
ing to prove tlieir point from the Bible. No great loss
to the class. However, Ido find this disappearance very
difficult to explain.”

As an official spokesman for the United Nations I
wish to inform all peace-loving people of the world
that we are making every human effort to assist those
nations whose leaders have disappeared. We have issued
ageneral declaration of condemnation in the General
Assembly concerning these heads of state. Their irre¬
sponsibility is shocking.”

“My dear friends in the congregation. Bless you for
coming to church today. Iknow that many of you have
lost loved ones in this unusual disappearance of so
many people. However, Ibelieve that God’s judgment
has come upon them for their continued dissension
and quarreling with the great advances of the church
in our century. Now that the reactionaries are removed,
we can progress toward our great and glorious goal of
uniting all mankind into abrotherhood of reconcili¬
ation and understanding.

“You really want to know what Ithink? Ithink all
that talk about the Rapture and going to meet Jesus
Christ in the air wasn’t crazy after all. Idon’t know
about you, brother, but I’m going to find myself aBible
and read all those verses my wife underlined. Iwouldn’t
listen to her while she was here, and now she’s—
don’t know where she is.

9 9
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Rapture—What Rapture?
Christians have atendency sometimes to toss out

words which have no meaning to the non-Christian.
Sometimes misunderstood terms provide the red flag
an unbeliever needs to turn him from the simple truth
of God’s Word. “Rapture” may be one of those words.
It is not found in the Bible, so there is no need to race
for your concordance, if you have one. There are some
Christians who do not use the word, but prefer “trans¬
l a t i o n ” i n s t e a d .

The word “rapture” means to snatch away or take
out. But whether we call this event “the Rapture” or
the “translation” makes no difference—the important
thing is that it will happen.

It will happen!
Someday, aday that only God knows, Jesus Christ

is coming to take away all those who believe in Him.
He is coming to meet all true believers in the air. With¬
out benefit of science, space suits, or interplanetary
rockets, there will be those who will be transported into
aglorious place more beautiful, more awesome, than
we can possibly comprehend. Earth and all its thrills,
excitement, and pleasures will be nothing in contrast
to this great event.

It will be the living end. The ultimate trip.
If you are shaking your heads over this right now,

please remember how many “impossibles” you have
said in your lifetime—or how many “impossibles” men
throughout the ages have said to many things God has
revealed through His spokesmen. And yet they were
possible, because nothing is impossible for God.

We have been examining the push of world events
which the prophets foretold would lead the way to the
seven-year countdown before the return of Jesus Christ
to earth. The big question is, will you be here during
this seven-year countdown? Will you be here during
the time of the Tribulation when the Antichrist and the
False Prophet are in charge for atime? Will you be
here when the world is plagued by mankind’s darkest
days?

It may come as asurprise to you, but the decision
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concerning your presence during this last seven-year
period in history is entirely up to you.

God’s Word tells us that fiiere will be one generation
of believers who will never know death. These believers
wiU be removed from the earth before the Great Tribu¬
lation—before that period of the most ghastly pesti¬
lence, bloodshed, and starvation the world has ever
k n o w n .

Examine the prophecies of this mysterious happen-
th® “Rapture.” Here is the real hope for the

Christian, the “blessed hope” for true believers {Titus
2:13-15) .

As we see the circumstances which are coming on
the world, this hope gets more blessed all the time. This
is the reason we are optimistic about the future. This
is the reason that in spite of the headlines, in spite of
crisis after crisis in America and throughout the world,
in spite of the dark days which will strike terror into the
hearts of many, every Christian has the right to be
optimistic!
^You may be thinking now, “Count me out. Ilike it

right here and Ihave alot of plans for my future.”
Exactly. This is what we are talking about—^your

plans for the future. In fact, this is what Christ was
talking about when He said: “I..et not your heart be
troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it
not so, Iwould have told you; for Igo to prepare a
plaw for you. And if Igo and prepare aplace for you,
Iwill come again, and receive you to Myself; that where
Iam, there you may be also” (John 14:1-3 NASB).

According to all the Scriptures we are told that the
place He is preparing for us will be utterly fantastic.
Eternal life will surpass the greatest pleasures we have
known on earth.

w e r e

ITel lYoua Mystery
To avoid confusion, we will refer to the event when

the church (those who believe in Jesus Christ as Savior)
will meet Christ in the air as the Rapture. If you have
grown in aschool of Christian thought that uses the
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“translation,” simply substitute this word when you are
reading.

In ICorinthians 15:50 important things are revealed
about the Rapture. We are told that Christians cannot
inherit the Kingdom of God in the type of bodies we
now have— t̂hat is, in bodies of flesh and blood.

However, according to the gospels and the Old
Testament, there will be certain people who will inherit
for atime the Kingdom of God in their mortal bodies.
This is the Kingdom that Christ will establish after He
returns to earth. This does not contradict the previous
statement. The Bible is speaking of two separate events.

The distinction between God’s dealing with the
church and His dealing with another group of believers
who are largely gathered around Israel is very impor¬
tant. Revelation 20 and Matthew 25 speak of the time
when Jesus will return to the earth and separate the
believers from the nonbelievers. For us, as believers,
our hope is different from Israel’s. This will be clear
when we distinguish between the second advent, or the
second coming of Christ, and the Rapture.

We are told that we cannot enter the Kingdom of
God until we are changed from the type of body we
now have into anew model. Then we have this fascinat¬
ing verse: “Behold, Itell you amystery; we shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed” (I Corinthians
15:51 NASB). , ^ ,

The word “mystery” in the original Greek means
something which has not been revealed before, but is
now being revealed to those who are initiated. It was

*from this word that the concept of Greek fraternities
came—everyone who has been in afraternity or sorority
knows there are certain secrets which are not disclosed
until after initiation. . .

To draw the analogy, every believer in Jesus Christ is
initiated into Christ’s fraternity. Then, and only then,
can he understand some of the secrets of God. These
secrets the rest of the world will not accept as those
who believe in Christ will accept them and understand
them. , -

What is the secret that had not been revealed any¬
where in the Scriptures before Paul wrote this letter

128
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to the Corinthians? Here is where the mystery gets
exciting.

It says,̂  “We shall not all sleep.” Sleep is the word
for Christian death. “Sleep” does not mean that your
sold, your consciousness sleeps. There are some who
believe that when you die your soul, your personality,
the real you goes into some strange limbo. However,
we are told liiat the moment abeliever breathes his
last breath and dies his soul goes immediately to be
with Christ—to be face to face with the Lord (II Corin¬
thians 5:1-10; Philippians 1:21-23).

So what does sleep? Your body. The body that dis¬
integrates, Christ will raise into abody which can
never see corruption again. “For our citizenship is in
heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for aSavior,
the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of
our humble state into conformity with the body of His
glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even
to subject all things to Himself’ (Philippians 3:20, 21
NASB).

What about the mystery? The mystery has to do with
the believers who will be alive when Christ comes for
them. “In amoment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead
will be rais^ imperishable, and we shall be changed”
(I Corinthians 15:52 NASB).

Words are fascinating—and the basis for under¬
standing. The word translated “moment” is the Greek
word atomos, which is the word from which we get
“atom.” In the Greek it means that which is indivisible,
in other words, it will happen so quickly, in aflash of
time which is so short it can’t be divided. At that point
those who are alive will be brought into the presence of
t h e L o r d .

This will take place “at the last trumpet,” which
refers to something which was the practice of God in the
Old Testament. When the Israelites were on their march
from Egypt over to the land of Palestine, every morning
before they started on their journey they would have
seven trumpets blow—to prepare to break camp, fold
up their tents, etc. When the seventh trumpet, which
was the last trumpet, soimded, this meant—move out!

1 2 9
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The idea in this passage is that when God has the last
trumpet blow it means He will move out all the Chris¬
tians—and at that point we shall be changed.

What’s in aword? “Changed” means to be changed
in essence, but not to be completely changed in ap¬
pearance. This strengthens the truth which is spoken
of in other places that in eternity we are going to
recognize people we knew here on earth. If you’re not
too satisfied with the face or body you now have, you
will have a^orious new body. However, you will be
recognizable, just as you will recognize others.

We won’t have to eat to be sustained, but the Scrip-
and enjoy it Forture says we can eat if we want to

those who have aweight problem, that sounds rather
heavenly in itself. Our eternal bodies will not be subject
to aging, or pain, or decay.

Just think how excited awoman can get about anew
wardrobe. How much more excited we should be about
acquiring anew body! ! j

When the Scripture says, “the dead will be raised
imperishable” and “for this perishable must put on the
imperishable,” it refers to the Christians who have died
physically. They will be resurrected to meet Christ in
the a i r.

However, when it says, “this mortal must put on
immortality,” it is referring to those who are alive at the
coming of Christ. That’s the mystery, the Raptoe or
translation. That is the hope that Paul offered for the
generation which will be alive when Christ returns.

Who Goes First?

The Thessalonians were evidently worried about
something that might be concerning you also. They
wondered if those who had died and would be resur¬
rected when Christ returned might be in some separate
part of God’s Kingdom. No Christian would want to
miss seeing their loved ones throughout eternity.

However, the apostle Paul assured them that Gods
plan was perfect: those who had “fallen asleep in Jesus,
or the Christians who had died, will join the Lord ™st.
Then the Christians who are alive at that time will be
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caught Up ‘^together with them in the clouds” to meet
the Lord in the air (I Thessalonians 4:13-18).

What agreat reunion that will be!
The world will not know what has happened, be¬

cause it occurs in an atom of time.

131

Debating Another Mystery
Christians sometimes have atheological debate

about whether the Rapture occurs at the same time
as the second coming of Christ or whether it takes place
before the second coming, even before the Tribulation.

It is only fair to sincere Christians who differ about
this time element for us to develop the reasons why we
believe the Bible distinguishes between the Rapture
and the second coming of Christ and why they do not
occur simultaneously.

First, there is agreat distinction between God’s pur¬
pose for the nation of Israel and His purpose for the
church, which is His main program today. The church
is composed of both Gentiles and Jews. We are now
living during the church age and the responsibility
for evangelizing the world rests upon the church. We
should re-emphasize here that we are speaking of the
true meaning of the church, which is the body of be¬
lievers in Jesus Christ.

In the Old Testament evangelizing was the task of the
Jew. Of course he seldom fulfilled that obligation,
which is one of his great failures. But the Scriptures give
avast distinction between God’s dealing with the church
and that time of Tribulation which seems to be are¬
sumption of God’s dealing with Israel. During the Trib¬
ulation the spotlight is on the Jew—in the Book of
Revelation the Jew is responsible for evangelizing the
world again (Revelation 7:1-4).

Another reason why we support the idea that the
Rapture and the second coming are separate events is
that the second coming is said to be visible to the
whole earth (Revelation 1:7). However, in the Rapture,
only the Christians see Him—it’s amystery, asecret.
When the living believers are taken out, the world is
going to be mystified.
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Furthermore, we are told when Christ comes at the
second coming it is at the height of aglobal war. Evê -

will know that this is the great war predicted by
the prophets. There will be no doubt about it. But
when Christ comes for the believers, it wiU not neces¬
sarily be at the time of awar.

More proof—when Christ comes to earth for the
second time we are told in Matthew 25 that He vdli
divide the believers from the unbelievers. Now if the
Rapture were to take place at the same time as the
second coming how could the believers and unbelievers
be separated on earth? At the Rapture aU the livmg
believers will be caught up to join Him in the cmuds.

Here is the chief reason why we believe the Rapture
occurs before the Tribulation: the prophets have said
that God will set up aKingdom on earth over which
the Messiah will rule. There will be mortal people m
that Kingdom. If the Rapture took place at the same
time as die second coming, there would be no niortms
left who would be believers; therefore, there would be
no one to go into the Kingdom and repopulate the earth.

We need to understand that during the seven-year
Tribulation there will be people who wih become
believers at that time. In spite of persecution as de¬
scribed in the previous chapter, they ynll survive fliis
terrible period of history and will be taken by Chnst to
reign with Him for 1000 years. This is the Kingdom
which is God’s prelude to eternity.

The Church Disappeared

The largest descriptive volume of the Tribulation is
found in Revelation 6through 19. Here is afascinating
revelation about Revelation. In the first five chaptere of
this book, the church is mentioned thirty times. In fact,
in chapters 2and 3, at the end of each letter to the
churches, John says “let him hear what the Spint̂ itfa
unto the churches.” This is repeated seven Pmes. Then
we have the beginning of the description of the Tnb-
ulation, and there is not one mention of the churches.
The church is conspicuous by its absence. Why/ Be-

the church will be in heaven at that time.

132
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If you are abeliever, chapters 4and 5of Revelation
describe what you will be experiencing in heaven. Talk
about mind expansion drugs! We are told we shall
expand in underetanding and comprehension beyond
that of any earthbound genius.

B e A l e r t

When will the Rapture occur? We don’t know. No
one knows. But God knows. However, we believe
that according to all the signs, we are in the general
time of His coming. “But you, brethren, are not in dark¬
ness, that the day should overtake you like athief* (I
Thessalonians 5:4 NASB).

In other words, you shouldn’t be surprised when
Christ returns to take you with Him. Unfortunately,
this does not refer to all believers. We may have to go
over to some of them and say, “I told you so, friend.**
It will be asurprise because they don’t study the
prophetic word. What an exciting time they may have
missed on earth! The study and understanding of
prophecy is an experience we pray all Christians will
h a v e .

“We are not of the night, nor of darkness ...’*
(I Thessalonians 5:5 NASB). Darkness refers to the
persons who do not have Christ, who cannot under¬
stand these things at all.

If you have not accepted Christ in your life this
chapter will probably sound like the biggest farce
you’ve ever read.

..so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us
be alert and sober” (I Thessalonians 5:6 NASB). The
idea of sleep is that aperson just doesn’t know what is
going on. He may rationalize along his merry way, not
paying any attention to the indications that the world
can’t go on much longer in the way it is going. He will
say, “Something will happen—science will pull some¬
thing out of the hat.” So he puts his faith in science.

If you know what the prophets have said, and if the
spirit of God has spoken to you, then you should
be alert .
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There’s nothing that remains to be fulfilled before
Quist could catch up to be with Him.

Whafs Important?

Have you ever found an electric train, or abedraggled
doll that belonged to you as achild and remembered
how terribly important it was to you years ago? When
we meet Christ face to face we’re going to look back
on this life and see that the things we thought were
important here were like the discarded toys of our
chi ldhood.

What away to livel With optimism, with anticipation,
with excitement. We should be living like persons who
don’t expect to be around much longer.



T/iere is no defense in science against the weapons
which can now destroy civi/izafion.

ALBERT EINSTEIN

In the next war, none of vs can count on iiaving
enougii living to bury our dead.

J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER

Monicind must put an end to war—or war will put an
e n d t o m a n / c / n d .

JOHN F. KENNEDY, 1941

Awar wouid be an irrevers/bie and fcrfai occurrence.
It would not be the end of difficulties but the end of
c i v i l i z a t i o n .

POPE PAUL VI

!..you will be hearing of wars and rumors of
—then there will be agreat tribulation, such as has
not occurred since the beginning of the world until
new, nor ever shall. And unless those days had been
cut short, no life would have been saved.

w a r s

JESUS CHRIST, A.D. 33

12
WORLD WAR I I I

From the beginning of man’s history he has sought
peace, but war has been his chief legacy. Among
tain people today the peace sign has become an out¬
ward expression of their revulsion against war. This
desire is like the people of Jeremiah’s day who said,

..peace, peace, when there is no peace” (Jeremiah
6:14) .

The great men of our day warn us about the insanity
of_another major war. Many experts, however, feel that
it is inescapable. Whether we agree wdth the conclusions
or theories of some of these experts or not, it is im¬
portant to know what they are saying.

c e r -
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Several years ago anumber of Nobel prize-winning
scientists from various countries prepared adocument
and sent it to the leaders of all the world powers. They
warned: “Here, then, is the problem which we present
to you, stark and dreadful and inescapable: shall we
put an end to the human race or shall mankind re¬
nounce war? We appeal, as human beings to human
beings; remember your humanity, and forget the rest
If you can do so, the way lies open to anew paradise;
if you cannot, there lies before you the risk of universal
d e a t h . ” i

Many of the scientists who were most responsible
for the development of the H-bomb signed the docu¬
ment quoted above. .

War has greatly increased in frequency and mtensity
in this century. It has kept pace with the acceleration
of technological advances. Some people have undoubt¬
edly become callous to the continuous fighting on our
globe, but it is shocking to review the statistics since
W o r l d W a r n :

“Since World War II there have been 12 limited
wars in the world, 39 political assassinations, 48
personal revolts, 74 rebellions for independence, 162
social revolutions, either political, economic, racial or
religious. . , , i .

Since these statistics were written there have been
more major assassinations and several more revolts.

In spite of all the oratory and books that have been
aimed at steering man away from another world con¬
flict, all-out war continues to be an ever-impending
possibility. Any one of the limited wars such as Viet
Nam or the Middle East crisis could at any time strike
the spark that ignites World War III.

Why is it that in spite of the terrible lessons learned
from history about war and the terrifying predictions of
afuture war, man keeps playing on the precipice of
complete destruction? Jesus predicted that man would
not learn from the past nor heed the warning of the
future; man would ultimately plunge the whole world
into awar so vast, so utterly destructive, that only the
personal return of Jesus Christ Himself to stop it would
prevent the total annihilation of all life.

1 3 6

” 2



W O R L D W A R i n

Here is the further solemn prediction of Jesus Christ
as He described the world situation that would be
ent at the moment of His return:

“And unless those days had been cut short [abruptly
ended], no life would have been saved ..(Matthew
24:22 NASB).

1 3 7
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Why Can't Man Live Without War?

We believe the answer to that question is important
to consider before presenting the predicted path that
man will take to the last great war which the Bible calls
Armageddon.

Man cannot stop war because he will not accept
the basic reason and cause for war—nor will he accept
the cure for this basic cause. God says: “From whence
come wars and fightings among you? come they not
hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?
Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and
cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not ..
(James4:l,2KJV).

Inside of man there is aselfish, self-centered nattire.
This is the source of what God calls sin. Sin is basically
self-centered seeking and striving—going our own way,
with our backs turned on God, It is because of this
selfish nature with which we were bom that we cannot
have consistent peace with ourselves, our family, our
neighbor, or, on abroader scale, with other nations.

As one man has said, “What’s wrong with the world?”
And answered himself truthfully, “I’m wrong with the
w o r l d . ”

God didn’t intend for man to have this condition.
Man was created originally to have fellowship with
God. This fellowship is so vital that without it man is
like ajet aircraft flying in adense fog and suddenly
losing all its instruments.

God warned man of the consequences when He
gave man one simple prohibition. Man understood
that to disobey God on this one command was to reject
fellowship with God. In spite of all the evidences of
God’s love and veracity, man went his own independent
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vtay and lost fellowship with the only One who can give
him the true fulfillment for which he was created.

Man has been turned in upon himself; he has become
self-centered and discontented. No matter how much
he gets of fame or wealth or power, he is not satisfied.
Why? Because he cannot fill the vacuum once filled by
God with any other thing. So he fî ts with himself, with
his mate, with his family, and with other nations.

1 3 8

S o l u t i o n

The only cure for war is to change the hearts of men.
Jesus came into the world to bring men back to fellow¬
ship with God and consequently make that change in
their hearts. The Bible promises, “For Christ also died
for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order
that He might bring us to God ..(I Peter 3:18
NASB). . ^ ^ ^

Jesus took the just rap due our sms and died under
its penalty so that God might for̂ ve us and receive

back into fellowship. When this occurs God gives
us anew heart that desires to follow Him and alove for
our neighbor. He gives us anew dimension of life with
which we can perceive and know Him. He puts His
Spirit within us to live so that He motivates and em¬
powers us to follow God’s purpose for our lives.

We begin to experience peace of mind, anew
stability, anew sense of purpose, an awareness of
Christ’s presence, and ahealing of our personality that
makes us awhole person. We find ourselves concerned
about the interests of others. Anew kind of love
impels us to place others before ourselves. This cannot
be done by any system of government, education, psy¬
chology, or outer environmental changes. It can be done
only by apersonal invitation of Christ into the heart
and an acceptance of the gift of forgiveness which He
gave His life to provide.

Right where you are, as you read this chapter, you
can make this decision in the quiet of youi heart.

General Douglas MacArthur was eternally right
when he said on the deck of the battleship Missouri at

We have had our last

u s

the close of World War II:
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chance. If we will not devise some greater and more
equitable system, ARMAGEDDON will be at the
door. The problem basically is theological and in¬
volves aspiritual recrudescence and improvement of
human character that will synchronize with our almost
matchless advances in science, art, literature, and all
material and cultural developments of the past 2000
years. It must be the spirit if we are to save the
fl e s h . ” *

The sad prediction of the Bible is that mankind will
not accept God’s diagnosis or His cure. Therefore, they
will seek to solve the problem themselves. Fear of
will grow until it prepares man to accept the Antichrist’s
solution for preventing war. Paul predicts the false
hope the world will have in the Antichrist: “While they
are saying, ‘Peace and safety!* then destruction will
come upon them suddenly like birth pangs upon a
woman with child; and they shall not escape” (I Thessa-
lonians5:3NASB).

1 3 9
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Where Are We Going?
In die previous chapters we have shown the predicted

powers that would arise shortly before the return of
Jesus Christ and how these powers are simultaneously
developing in current history. We have outlined how
world conditions in this generation are launched into a
countdown that will end in the final collapse of man’s
efforts to run the world without God.

In this chapter we will trace consecutively the pre¬
dicted events that lead to the Armageddon campaign:
the various sequence of battles, the particular powers
who fight each other, and how in turn each is destroyed.
The crucial prediction of the revived state of Israel’s
part in triggering Armageddon will also be shown.

The Fuse Was Primed

When the Jews re-established their nation in Palestine
they created an unsolvable problem; they displaced
Arabs who had dwelt in Palestine for several centuries.
All the legal debates and logical dissertations that can
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be advanced will never change the basic state of hostility
that exists between the Israelis and the Arabs.

The Jews will never be convinced that they should
leave the land that God gave to their forefathers. They
believe that they were robbed of their inalienable right
to the land by the Romans. Centuries of persecution
have taught them that there is no coun^ in the world
where they can be assured of continuing acceptance,
much less safety. Remaining as anation in Palestine is

matter of survival of the race for the Israeli. He feels
that it is his only hope in ahostile world.

The Arabs are equally implacable in their unwilling¬
ness to accept the Israeli occupation of what they con¬
sider to be their land. It has become amatter of racial
honor and sacred religious duty to drive out the Israelis.

1 4 0

a

IsraeVs Treaty With Hell

According to the Bible, the Middle East crisis will
continue to escalate until it threatens the peace of the
whole world. The focus of all nations will be upon this
unsolvable and complex problem which keeps bringing
the world to the precipice of athermonuclear holocaust.
This is apparently the first major problem that the in¬
credible Roman leader will solve after taking over the
ten-nation confederacy of European nations.

Some 2500 years ago the prophet Daniel said that a
prince would come to power from the people who would
destroy the city of Jerusalem and the second Temple
(Daniel 9:27). The Romans under Titus did the de¬
stroying, so the coming prince would have to be some-

out of the Roman culture. This Roman prince, as
we described in “The Future Fuehrer,” will come to
power just before the return of Christ. He will make “a
strong covenant” with the Israelis, guaranteeing their
safety and protection. The word translated “strong cov¬
enant” has the idea of atreaty or mutual protection
pact. The Israelis will then be permitted to reinstitute
the sacrifice and offering aspect of the law of Moses.
This demands that the Temple be rebuilt, because ac¬
cording to the law of Moses, sacrifices can be offered
only in the Temple at Jerusalem. Apparently ail this will

o n e
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be done under the protection of the Antichrist of Rome.
(P.S. The Arabs are not going to like to idea of

rebuilding the Temple one bit.)
According to Daniel’s prophetic chronology, the min¬

ute the Israeli leader and the Roman leader sign this
pact, God starts His great timepiece which has seven
allotted years left on it. This event marks the beginning
of the period of Biblical history previously noted as the
Tr ibu la t ion .

Isaiah prophetically expressed warning to the Jews
concerning this covenant when he decla^: “Because
you have said, *We have made acovenant with death,
and with Sheol we have an agreement; when the over¬
whelming scourge passes through it will not come to us;
for we have made lies oiu* refuge, and in falsehood we
have taken shelter’; Then your covenant with death will
be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will not
stand; when the overwhelming scourge passes through
you will be beaten down by it” (Isaiah 28:15, 18).

It is through an ingenuous settlement of the Middle
East problem that the Antichrist will make good his
promise to bring peace to aworld terrified of war. After
this he will rapidly bring all nations under his control.
The world wiU experience great hope and put its full
trust in the genius of Rome. He begin to bring
in fantastic plans of economic prosperity, even to the
underdeveloped countries. War will seem to be acurious
game that men used to play. The world will be univer¬
sally acclaiming the Dictator.

“Who is like the Dictator, and who is able to make
w a r w i t h h i m ? ”

After three and ahalf years of remarkable progress,
the Antichrist will become worshiped for his brilliant
statesmanship and the wonderful progress in the world.
The believers in Christ will oppose his rule and be ruth¬
lessly exposed. Publicly, they will not be able to buy,
sell, or hold ajob. They will be executed en masse as
examples to those who would hinder the “brotherhood
of man,” because they will insist that Christ is the only
lasting hope for man.

Riding upon the crest of public worship the Roman
Dictator will go to Jerusalem and in the Temple pro-
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claim himself to be God incarnate (II Thessalonians
2:4, Matthew 24:15). As mentioned, this will be the
great warning sign to the believers of that day that
Armageddon is about to begin. The residents of Israel
who believe in Jesus will flee to the moimtains and
canyons of Petra for divine protection, as promised
(Matthew 24:16; Revelation 12:6, 14).

1 4 2

The Red Horse Unleashed

“And another, ared horse, went out; and to him who
sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth,
and that men should slay one another; and agreat sword
was given to him” (Revelation 6:4 NASB).

Almost immediately after the Antichrist declares him¬
self to be God, God releases the dreaded second of the
four horsemen of the Apocalypse. This is afigure of
the unleashing of war upon flie earth.

That beautiful balance of power established by the
Antichrist is suddenly ruptured. God begins to show

that the Antichrist’s promises cannot stand. The
thing which man feared most, an all-out war, now rushes
upon him.

m a n

The Beginning of the End
“At the time of the end the king of the south shall

attack him (Israeli leader)” (Daniel 11:40a).
We have identified the characters of this passage. The

Arab-African confederacy headed by Egypt (Î g of
the South) launches an invasion of Israel. This fatal
mistake spells their doom and begins the Armageddon
campaign. “. ..but the king of the north shall rush
upon him (the Israeli leader) like awhirlwind, with
chariots (mechanized army) and horsemen (cavalry),
and \rith many ships” (Daniel 11:40b).

Chart one shows the movement of troops.
Russia and her allies use this occasion to launch an

invasion of the Middle East, which Russia has longed
to do since the Napoleonic wars. Ezekiel 38 describes
the development of this great Russian force, and its plan
to attack Israel
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Twenty-six centuries ago Ezekiel described the plot
of the Russian leaders against revived Israel: “Thus
says the Lord God; On that day thoughts will come into
your mind, and you will devise an evil scheme and say,
Twill go up against the land of unwalled villages; Iwill
fall upon Ae quiet people who dwell securely, all of
them dwelling without walls (i.e., fortifications), and
having no bars or gates’; to seize spoil and carry off
plunder; to assail the waste places which
habited, and the people who were gathered from the
nations, who have gotten cattle and goods, who dwell at
the center of the earth” (Ezekiel 38:10-12).

The Russians will make agreat tactical blunder by
invading Israel. They will construe the defenseless pos¬
ture of Israel, who will be trusting in the Antichrist’s
protection, as an opportunity to finally conquer the great
land bridge of the Middle East. They will be motivated
by the great material wealth of the restored nation of Is¬
rael. Their purpose is thus revealed by Ezekiel ..to
seize spoil and carry off plunder. ..

The wealth of Israel is also predicted: . .the
people who were gathered from the nations, who have
gotten cattle and goods.”

True Bible scholars have recognized that some day
there would be avast concentration of wealth in Israel.
Harry Riimner wrote in 1940, when the land was scrub
brush in comparison to what it is today:
velopment of the resources of that land has only
menced. Ten years of uninterrupted industry there will
make Palestine the richest concentration of treasure this
world has so far witnessed. Even five years of unbroken
application to the cultivation of her natural
would make Palestine the envy of the world, and aland
very well worth robbing, indeed.

The prophetic indication is that Israel will become
one of the most prosperous nations on earth during the
reign of the Antichrist. It is also said to be, “. ..at the
center of the earth.” Geographically, this is approxi¬
mately true, but more seems to be meant here than
physical location. Israel will become acultural, reli¬
gious, and economic world center, especially at Jerusa¬
lem. The value of the mineral deposits in the Dead Sea

a r e n o w m -

. . T h e d e -
c o m -

r e s o u r c e s

” 4



THE LATE GREAT PI.ANET EARTH1 4 4



W O R L D W A R m

alone has been estimated at one trillion, two hundred
and seventy billion dollars. This is more than the c
bined wealth of France, En̂ and, and the United States!

Iwas talking to aprominent Los Angeles engineer
after amessage on tins subject and we discussed the
need for acheap source of energy by which these Dead
Sea minerals could be refined. He said that he is certain
that there is enough steam trapped under the —
faults in the earth around Israel to provide power to
turbines to produce electricity very economically. He
called this new process geo-thermal energy. In the
future Israel will discover away to produce cheap
energy to develop this gold mine of riches.

One of the chief minerals in the Dead Sea is potash,
which is apotent fertilizer. When the population explo¬
sion begins to bring famine, potash will become
tremely valuable for food production.

It is strategic wealth of this sort that will cause the
Russian bloc to look for an opportunity to invade and
conquer Israel, according to Ezekiel.

The strategic military importance of “the land bridge
of the Middle East” which begins in the north with the
Bosphorus (the narrow channel which divides Turkey
connecting die Black Sea with the Mediterranean), and
extends southward to E t̂, has been established by
centuries of military conflicts. The one who would con¬
trol Europe, Asia, and Africa must control this area,
which literally connects the three continents. This must
figure into the Russian motivation for future conquest
Since Israel lies in the center of this land bridge, it has
been made abattleground innumerable times.

This writer is indebted to Col. R. B. Thieme, Jr., a
man who is uniquely qualified to explain this passage,
since he is both ascholar in military history and in the
original languages of the Bible, for pointing out the mili¬
tary aspects of this war.
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The Classic Double-cross

When the Russians invade the Middle East with
phibious and mechanized land forces, they will make a
“blitzkrieg” type of offensive through the area. As Dan-
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iel saw it centuries ago; ..and he [Russians] shall
into countries [of the Middle-East] and shall over¬

flow and pass throu .̂ He will come into the glorious
land [Israel]. And tens of thousands shall fall” (Daniel
11:40b, 41a). . .

Ezekiel describes the same mvasion as follows:
“Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say to Gog [the
Russian leader], Thus says the Lord God: On that day
when my people Israel are dwelling securely, you will
bestir yourself and come from your place out of the
uttermost parts of the north [Daniel’s king of the North],
you and many peoples with you [i.e., the European iron
curtain countries], ail of them riding on horses, agreat
host, amighty army; you will come up against my peo¬
ple Israel, like acloud covering the land. In the latter
days, Iwill bring you against my land ..(Ezekiel
38:1^16). ^ ^

As previously quoted the Russians will make both an
amphibious and land invasion of Israel. The current
build-up of Russian ships in the Mediterranean serves
as another significant sign of the possible nearness of
Armageddon. They now have more ships in the Medi¬
terranean than the United States, according to several
recent news releases. The amphibious landings will facil¬
itate arapid encirclement of the middle section of ‘the
land bridge.”

The might of the Red Army is predicted. It will sweep
over the Arab countries as well as Israel in arapid
assault over to Egypt to secure the entire land bridge.
It is at this point that Russia double-crosses the United
Arab Republic leader, Egypt. After sweeping over tens
of thousands of people Daniel says of the Red Army:
“He shall stretch out his hand against the countries [i.e.
Arab countries of the Middle East], and the land of
Egypt shall not escape. He [Russian leader] shall be¬
come ruler of the treasures of gold and of silver, and all
the precious things of Egypt; and the Libyans [African
Arabs] and the Ethiopians [African blacks] shall follow
in his train” (Daniel 11:42, 43). . . .

As we saw in Chapters 5and 6, this prediction indi¬
cates that the Russian bloc will double-cross the Arabs,
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Egyptians, and Africans, and for ashort while conquer
the Middle East. At this time, with the main Russian
force in Egypt, the commander will hear alarming news:
“But rumors from the east [the Orient mobilizingl and
from the north [the Western Europeans mobilizmg]
shall alarm and hasten him. And he shall go forth with
great fury to destroy and utterly to sweep away many**
(Daniel 11:44 Amplified).

As shown in Chart two, the Russian force will retrace
its steps from Egypt to consolidate for acounter-attack
in Israel. The Russians will be alarmed at the news of
the Roman Dictator mobilizing forces around the world
to put down this breach of peace. Apparently it will
s^rise the Russian leader who underestimated the
vived Roman Empire’s will to fight

It is conjecture on this writer’s part, but it appears
that ±e Oriental powers, headed by Red China, will be
permitted to mobilize its vast army by the Roman Dic¬
tator, thinking that they would be loyal to him against
Russia. However, the Orientals will eventually double-
cross him, and move a200 million man army against
the Antichrist, as we have seen in Chapter 7.

This Russian double-cross of the Arabs is predictable
by any astute observer of the Middle East situation
today. It is obvious that the Russians are playing games
with the Arabs in order to accomplish the old Russian
dream of year-round seaports and oil supplies. The
Arab leadem think that they can accept Russian loans
and supplies without strings, but there are steel cables
of conditions behind every Russian ruble given in aid
and they are used eventually to pull acountry behind
the iron curtain.

The Russian force will establish command headquar¬
ters on Mount Moriah or the Temple area in Jerusalem.
Daniel pointed this out when he said: “And he shall
pitch his palatial tents between the seas [Dead Sea and
Mediterranean Sea] and the glorious holy mount Zion;
yet he shall come to his end with none to help him’*
(Daniel 11:45 Amplified).

As the Russian commander confidently prepares to
meet the forces of the revived Roman Empire in Pales-
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he seeks to utterly destroy the Jewish people. This
IS the apparent meaning of verses 44 and 45. Perhaps
no other great ̂y of history has ever been so totallydestroyed as this one will be. ^

The Russian Waterloo

Ezekiel sounded the fatal collapse of the Red Armv
cenmnes ago when inspired by the Spirit of the Uving

f*agaî t the land of Israel, says the Lord God, my wrath
?^7 jealousy and in my blazingwrath Ideclare. On that day there shaU be agreat shak-

mg mthe land of Israel; the fish of the sea, and the birds
of the air, and the beasts of the field, and aU creeping
thmgs that creep on the ground, and all the men ̂ at

upon the face of the earth, shaU quake at my pres-
mountains shall be thrown down, andthe cl̂ s sĥ  fall, and every wall shall tumble to the

ground. Iwill summon every kind of terror against Gog,
says the Lord God; every man’s sword will be against
jus broker. With pestilence and bloodshed Iwill enter
mto judgment with him; and Iwill rain upon him and
nis hordes and the many peoples that are with him, tor-
ren^ rams and hailstones, fire and brimstone
kiel 38:18-22).

.Aen Iwill strike your bow from your left
hand, and will make your arrows drop out of your
nght hand. You shall fall upon the mountains of Israel
you and all your hordes and the people that are with
you; Iwill give you to birds of prey of every sort and
to the wild beasts to be devoured. You shall fall in the

for Ihave spoken, says the Lord God” (Eze-
jQ6l 39i3~5),
^TJe description of torrents of fire and brimstone raia-
mg down upon the Red Army, coupled with an unprece-
dentM shaking of the land of Israel could well be de-
scnbmg the use of tactical nuclear weapons against them
by the Romans. It explicitly says that this force
fall mthe open field,”
ables the use of nuclear
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God consigns this whole barbarous army, which will
seek to annihilate the Jewish race, to an utter and com¬
plete decimation. Ezekiel speaks of the Russians and

.all your hosts and the peoples who are with
you ..being destroyed in Israel

Nuclear Exchange Begins

Afearful thing is predicted as occurring at the time
of the Red Army’s destruction. God says, “I will send
fire on Magog [Russia] and upon those who dwell
securely [false hope] in the coastlands [various conti¬
nents] ..(Ezekiel 39:6 Amplified). According to
this, Russia, as well as many countries who thought they
were secure under the Antichrist’s protection, will have
fire fall upon them. Once again, this could be adirect
judgment from God, or God could allow the various
countries to laimch anuclear exchange of ballistic mis¬
siles upon each other.

What About the United States?

The United States may be aligned with the Western
forces headed by the ten-nation Revived Roman Empire
of Europe. It is clear that the U.S. cannot be the leader
of the West in the future. It is quite possible that Ezekiel

referring to the U.S. in part when he said: “I will
send fire—upon those who dwell securely in the coast-
l a n d s . . .

The word translated “coastlands” or
Hebrew is ai. It was used by the ancients in the sense
of “continents” today. It designated the great Gentile
civilizations across the seas which were usually settled
most densely along the coastlands. The idea here is that
the Gentile nations on distant continents would all ex¬
perience the impact of sudden torrents of fire raining
down upon them. This can include prophetically the
populated continents and islands of the Western hemi¬
sphere as well as the Far East. It pictures cataclysmic
events which affect the whole inhabited earth.

w a s
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The Greatest Battle of All Time
t̂h the United Arab and African armies neutralized

by me Russian invasion, and the consequent complete
annihilation of the Russian forces and their homeland
we have only two great spheres of power left to fight the
final climactic battle of Armageddon: the combined
forces of the Western civilization united under the lead-
wship of the Roman Dictator and the vast hordes of the
Onent probably united under the Red Chinese
machine.

w a r

The Mobilization

There may be ashort lapse of hostility in the world
after the destruction of Russia and allies while the
armies mobilize. The apostle John predicts the mobili¬
zation of the Oriental power as mentioned in Chapter 7.
“And the sixth angel poured out his bowl upon the great
nver, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, that
the way might be prepared for the kings from the
(Revelation 16:12 NASB).

Tlie Chinese, as previously discussed, will be the most
logical leader of this great army. They will use the chaos
caused by this conflict in the Middle East to march
against the Roman Dictator in achallenge for world
c o n t r o l .

As this incredible Oriental army of 200 million sol¬
diers marches to the eastern banks of the Euphrates, the
Roman Dictator will begin to prepare his armies to meet
them for the showdown in the Middle East The apostle
John predicts the supernatural power that the Antichrist
and the False Prophet wiU use to gather all remaining
nations together to confront the Oriental armies: “And
Isaw coming out of the mouth of the dragon [Satan]
and out of the mouth of the beast [Roman Dictator] and
out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean
spirits like frogs; for they are spirits of demons, per¬
forming signs, which go out to the kings of the whole
world, to gather tfiem together for war of the great day

east ’
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of God, the Almighty. And they gathered them together
to the place which in Hebrew is called Armageddon”
(Revelation 16:13, 14, 16 NASB).

Several things must be noted from this passage. First,
tins whole sequence of events constitutes the final judg¬
ments of God against the Christ-rejecting world. They
are ca l l ed i n t he Book o f Reve la t i on the seven bow l o r

vial judgments and they occur just before and during the
visible return of Jesus Christ to the earth. Secondly,
the passage shows that the Roman Dictator and his sen¬
sational religious cohort, the False Prophet, will speak
asatanically originated message to the non-Oriental
world—a message energized wifii great demonic power.
They will persu^e the nations of die whole world (i.e.,
not aligned with China) that they should send armies to
the land of Palestine to destroy the last great warlike
force on earUi. They will probably promise an age
of everlasting peace after the troublesome Communist
forces of the Orient are destroyed. Thirdly, the passage
indicates that “leaders of the whole world” wil l send
armies to the Middle East to fight under the Antichrist’s
command against “the kings of the east.” Such countries
as Western Europe, the United States, Canada, South
America, and Australia undoubtedly will be represented.

FourtWy, these armies will be assembled and de¬
ployed for battle in the place called “Armageddon” or
“Harmageddon.”

What and Where Is Armageddon?

Armageddon is abyword used through the centuries
to depict the horrors of war. Dr. Seiss sums up its true
significance as follows: “Harmageddon (Armageddon)
means the Mount of Megiddo, which has also given its
name to the great plain of Jezreel which belts across the
middle of the Holy Land, from the Mediterranean to
the Jordan. The name is from aHebrew root which
means to cut off, to slay; and aplace of slaughter has
Me^ddo ever been.” ®

In Biblical history countless bloody battles were
fought in this area. Napoleon is reported to have stood
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upon the hill of Megiddo and recalled this prophecy as
he looked over the valley and said, ..all the armies
of the world could maneuver for battle here.” In the Old
Testament book of Joel this valley was called the “valley
of Jehoshaphat.”

Today this valley’s entrance has the port of Haifa at
its Western end. This is one of the most accessible areas

Palestine for amphibious landing of troops. It also
affords agreat area for troop assembly, equipment, and
organization. Some troops will doubtlessly be airlifted
in as well, and this large valley is suited for that, too.

The Valley of Decision

Some twenty-seven centuries ago the prophet Joel
focused upon this same scene and said: “Proclaim this
among the nations: Prepare war, stir up the mî ty men.Let all the men of war draw near, let them come up.
Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spearsj let the weak say, ‘I am awarrior.*
Hasten and come, all you nations round about, gather
yourselves there. Bring down thy warriors, OLord. Let
the nations bestir themselves, and come up to the valley
of Jehoshaphat; for there Iwill sit to judge all the na¬
tions round about. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is
ripe. Go in, tread, for the wine press is full. The vats
overflow, for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, mul¬
titudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the
Lord is near in the valley of decision” (Joel 3:9-14).
_Joel reveals that it is in this very place that the Mes¬

siah will destroy the armies of the world and establish
Ins kingdom of true peace and everlasting happiness.
He also confirms the world-wide assemblage of armies
t h e r e .

It is extremely important to note the accuracy of
Bible prophecy in relation to this last conflict. In this
day of H-bombs and super weapons, it seems incredible
that there could ever be another great land war fought
by basically conventional means, yet the Chinese believe
that with avastly superior numerical force, they can
absorb devastating losses and still win awar. They also

1 5 3
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believe that all war is still determined on the ground by
l a n d f o r c e s .

Another interesting fact is that aforce of 200 million
soldiers could not be transported by China and its fore¬
seeable allies by air or sea. They do not possess the
industry to produce atransportation system for such an
army. This necessitates the movement of troops across
the land as is indicated in Revelation 16:12.

India has revealed recently an important develop¬
ment. It is reported that 12,000 Chinese soldiers are at
work inside Pakistan-held Kashmir on the road which
would give Chinese troops in Tibet ashortcut to the
subcontinent. India calls the Chinese road-building ac¬
tivities a“threat to peace in Asia.” It was said that “a
flurry of road-building throughout the Himalayas is tak¬
ing on increasing strategic importance.” ®

When this road is completed, it will make possible the
rapid movement of millions of Chinese troops into
the Middle East. It will literally pave the way for John’s
prophecy to be fulfilled: “. ..unless those days had
been cut short, no life would have been saved ..
(Matthew 24:22 NASB).

So here it is—the last great conflict. After the Anti¬
christ assembles the forces of the rest of the whole world
together, they meet the onrushing charge of the kings of
the East in abattle line which ̂ extend throu^out
Israel with the vortex centered at theValley of Megiddo.

According to Zechariah, terrible fighting will center
around the city of Jerusalem (Zechariah 12:2, 3;
1 4 : 1 , 2 ) .

Isaiah speaks of afrightful carnage taking place south
of the Dead Sea in ancient Edom (Isaiah 63:1-4).

The apostle John predicts that so many people will be
slaughtered in the conflict that blood stand to the
horses* bridles for atotal distance of 200 miles north¬
ward and southward of Jerusalem (Revelation 14:20).

It seems incredible! The human mind cannot con¬
ceive of such inhumanity of man to man, yet God will
allow man’s nature to fully display itself in that day. No
wonder Jesus said: “. ..for then there will be agreat
tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning
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of the world until now, nor ever shall” {Matthew 24:21
NASB).

155

World-wide Destruct ion

The conflict will not be limited to the Middle East.
The apostle John warns that when these two great forces
meet in battle the greatest shock wave ever to hit the
earth will occur. Whether by natural force of an earth¬
quake or by some super weapon isn’t clear. John says
that all the cities of the nations will be destroyed (Rev¬
elation 16:19).

Imagine, cities like London, Paris, Tokyo, New York,
Los Angeles, Chicago—obliterated! John says that the
Eastern force alone will wipe out athird of the earth’s
population (Revelation 9:15-18).

He also predicts that entire islands and mountains
would be blown off the map. It seems to indicate an all-
out attack of ballistic missiles upon the great metropoli¬
tan areas of the world.

Prophecy indicates that U.S. Representative John
Rhodes was rî t when he said concerning the danger
of Red China and nuclear weapons, ..anyone who
expects restraint from Red China ignores history and
imperils future generations of Americans.”

Isaiah predicts in chapter 24 concerning this time:
“Behold, the Lord will lay waste the earth and make it
desolate, and he will twist its surface and scatter its
i n h a b i t a n t s . ”

“The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants.” (Per¬
haps this refers in part to water and air pollution.)

“Therefore, acurse devours the earth, and its inhabi¬
tants suffer for their guilt; therefore the inhabitants of
the earth are scorched [burned], and few men are left”
(verses 1, 5, 6).

In the same chapter Isaiah says: “The earth is utterly
broken, the earth is rent asunder, the earth is violently
shaken. The earfli staggers like adrunken man, it sways
like ahut ...” (verses 19, 20).

All of these verses seem to indicate the unleashing of
incredible weapons the world over.
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ABright Spot in the Gloom

As Armageddon begins with the invasion of Israel by
the Arabs and the Russian confederacy, and their con¬
sequent swift destruction, the greatest period of Jewish
conversion to their true Messiah will begin. Ezekiel pre¬
dicts that the destruction of the great Russian invading
force will have asupernatural element to it which will
cause great numbers of Jews to see the hand of the Lord
in it. Through the miraculous sign of the destruction of
this enemy who sought to destroy all Jews they come
to see the name of their true God and Messiah, Jesus
C h r i s t .

Ezekiel quotes God as saying:
Magog [Russia] and on those who dwell securely mthe
coastlands; and they shaU know that Iam the Lord.
And my holy name Iwill make known in the midst of
my people Israel; and Iwill not let my holy name be
profaned any more; and the nations shall know that I
am the Lord, the Holy One in Israel Behold, it is
coming and it wiU be brought about, says the Lord God.
That is the day of which Ihave spoken” [i.e., in the
prophecies] (Ezekiel 39:6-8).

Zechariah predicts that one-third of the Jews alive
during this period will be converted to Christ and mirac¬
ulously preserved. , „ i .

“In the whole land, says the Lord, two thirds shaU be
cut off and perish, and one third shall be left alive. And
Iwill put this third into the fire, and refine them as one
refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will
call on my name, and Iwill answer them. Iwill say,
‘They are my people’; and they will say, ‘The Lord is
my God’ ”(Zech^iah 13:8,9).

The Greatest Moment

As the battle of Armageddon reaches its awful climax
and it appears that all life will be destroyed on earth—
in this very moment Jesus Christ will return and save
man from self-extinction.

‘I win send fire on
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As history races toward this moment, are you afraid
or looking with hope for deliverance? The
should reveal to you your spiritual condition.

One way or another history continues in acertain
acceleration toward the return of Christ. Are you ready?

1 5 7
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T/ie purposes of #he United Nations are: to maintain
International peace and security, and to that end: to
take effective collective measures for the prevention
and removal of threats to the peace.

u. N. CHARTER, 1945

Tftese fhings Ihave spoken to you, fhaf In Me you may
have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but
lake courage; Ihave overcome the world.

JESUS CHRIST

13
THE MAIN EVENT

Written upon the cornerstone of the United Nations
building is aquotation of part of aprophecy. It reads:
“. ..they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning hoolss; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more” (Ismah 2:4).

This is anoble thought and has been quoted often by
who seek peace for this troubled world. There is a

problem in the phrase, however, and we believe this is
why the United Nations will never bring alasting peace
to the world. This quotation has been taken out of con¬
text. The meaning of the passage speaks of the time
when the Messiah would reign over the earth out of
Jerusalem and judge between the nations in avisible,
actual, and historic Kingdom of God on earth. The peo¬
ple of the earth will come to the Lord in that day and
ask Him to teach them His ways. Knowledge of God
will be universal (Isaiah 2:3). This is the era for which
Jesus taught us to pray in the Lord’s Prayer, .Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is m
heaven” (Matthew 6:10).

Men today vainly seek after peace while they reject
and shut out of their lives the Prince of Peace, Jesus

m e n
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Christ. The name of Christ is not mentioned at the dose
of prayer in the United Nations. In fact, Jesus has been
excluded from the premises. Man has shut out the only
hope of peace, according to the Bible. The spirit of
“antidnist” reigns in the governments of the world, for
Christ is said not to be relevant to the problems we face.

Peace is available to the individual today as he invites
Christ into his heart and allows Him to reign upon the
throne of his life. But the Bible teaches that lasting
peace will come to the world only after Christ returns
and sits upon the throne of David in Jerusalem and
establishes His historic kingdom on earth for athousand
years (Revelation 20:4-6).

The rulers of the world are told by many prophecies
that God would send His king to rule over the earth and
establish areign of peace, righteousness, and justice in
place of their godless, selfish, and violent rule. Jesus will
pturn at atime of world-wide catastrophe, when man
is on the brink of self-destruction. Men, for the most
part, will have utterly rejected the true God and His
Son, Jesus the Messiah, as predicted long ago by the
psalmist: “The kings of the earth set themselves, and
rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and his
anointed [Christ], saying, ‘Let us burst their bonds
asunder, and cast their cords from us’ ”(Psalm 2:2, 3).

In spite of all that man will try to do to establish his
rule and push God out of the world, God will establish
His ̂ g, the Messiah Jesus, as the psalmist goes on to
predict: “Yet have Iset my king upon my holy hill of
Zion” (Psalm 2:6 KJV).

Many so-called Christian leaders today do not believe
that Jesus Christ will literally and physically make a
personal return to the earth. Some teach that Christ
returns spiritually when people accept Him and say that
this is all that is meant by the various predictions of His
return. Others teach that Jesus may return some day,
but that it is irrelevant to study or to-talk about it. The
latter are worse than the former, for one out of every
twenty-five verses in the New Testament is related to
the second coming of Christ, and the survival of man¬
kind as well as the fulfillment of hundreds of uncondi¬
tional promises especially made to the believing

1 5 9
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nant of the Jewish race are dependent on the second
coming of CWst to fliis earth. As amatter of fact, in the
Old Testament there were more than 300 prophecies
regarding Christ’s first coming (all of which were liter¬
ally fulfilled), but more dian 500 relating to His second
coming. Many of these two different themes of prophecy
were disclosed in the same sentence.

We have read that the apostle Peter clearly warned
that in the days just prior to Christ’s return false teach¬
ers would arise in the church and say: “Where is the
promise of His (Jesus’) coming? For ever since the
fathers [apostles] fell asleep, all continues just as it was
from the beginning of creation” (II Peter 3:4 NASB).

Characteristics of Chrisfs Return

Immediately after Jesus physically departed from the
Mount of Olives and while His disciples were staring
after Him with awe and amazement, the following prom¬
ise was given: “And as they were gazing intently into
the sky while He [Jesus] was departing, behold, two
men in white clothing stood beside them; and they also
said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into
the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come in just the same way you have
watched Him go into heaven* ”(Acts 1:10,11 NASB).

The word in the original translated “in just the same
way” means “in exactly the same manner.” Just as Jesus
departed physically, visibly and personally from the
earth, so He will return. Just as Jesus departed with
clouds, so He will return.

Bis Return Will Be Visible, Personal, and Physical

The apostle John said: “Behold, He [Jesus] is coming
with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those
who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will
mourn over Him” (Revelation 1:7 NASB).

Zechariah predicted the same picture 500 years before
Christ was bom: . .and they [believing Israelites]

look upon me [Jesus] whom they have pierced,
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and they shall mourn for him, as one moumeth for his
only son ..(Zechariah 12:10 KJV).

To mourn over the one who was pierced necessitate
that man recognizes Jesus who was crucified and re¬
jected. This demands adramatic personal and physical
a p p e a r a n c e .

Jesus promised under oath before the high priest at
His trial: “. ..nevertheless Itell you, hereafter you
shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of
Power [God], and coming on the clouds of heaven”
(Matthew 26:64 NASB).

This statement was the oflScial ground of His con¬
demnation for blasphemy and the death sentence. Jesus
dared to be the One who would fulfill two of the best-
Imown prophecies concerning the Messiah’s coming in
glory to rule the earth. The first is from the Psalms, pre¬
dicted before 1000 B.c.: “The Lord [God, the Father]
said unto my Lord [God, the Son], Sit thou at my right
110 1)°̂  I™ake thine enemies thy footstool” (Psalm

The second is from Daniel, predicted about 550 b.c.:
“I saw in the nî t visions, and behold, one like the Son
of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to
the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before
him. And there was given him dominion, and glory,
and akingdom, that all people, nations, and languages
should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting domin¬
ion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that
which shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13, 14 KJV).

No wonder the Jewish supreme court (the Sanhedrin)
went into orbit. When Jesus made such afantastic claim
as that in one terse sentence, they either had to fall down
and worship Him or kill Him. They chose the latter.

His Coming Will Be Sudden and Startling
Jesus predicted the suddenness of His return as fol-

“For just as lightning comes from the east, and
flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son
of Man be” (Matthew 24:27 NASB).

And again He said: , .and then the sign of the
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Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes
of the earth shall mourn, and they will see the Son of
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory” (Matthew 24:30 NASB).

Perhaps the ‘‘sign of the Son of Man” will be agigan¬
tic celestial image of Jesus flashed upon the heavens for
all to see. This would explain how all men suddenly
recognize who He is and see the scars from His piercing
at the cross.

His Coming Will Be With the Saints

It is significant to note that many references to Christ’s
return speak of His return accompanied with “the
clouds of heaven.” We believe that the clouds refer to
the myriads of believers who return in white robes with
Jesus. Believers are referred to as “a cloud of witnesses”
in Hebrews 12:1. The clouds then would be ̂ of the
church age believers, you and I, returning in immortal
glorified bodies, having been previously cau t̂ up to
meet Christ in the air in “the ultimate trip,” prior to the

years of Tribulation on earth, and the resurrected
saints of the Old Testament (Revelation 19:14).

The word “saint” means someone who is set apart as
God’s possession. It is used to designate aU who have
believed in Christ as Savior. This word is used many
times to refer to those who will accompany Christ at
H i s r e t u r n .

As Zechariah referred to the Messiah’s second com¬
ing he said; ..and the Lord my God, shall come,
and all the saints with thee” (14:5 KJV).

The apostle John speaks of the apparel of the saints
as they return with Christ: “And the armies which are
in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were
following Him on white horses” (Revelation 19:14
NASB).

John explains the white linen robes;
given to her [the church made up of all believers who
have been caught up in the Rapture] to clothe herself
in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the
righteous acts of the saints” (Revelation 19:8 NASB).

s e v e n
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His Coming Will Be With Violent Judgment
When Jesus came the first time it was not to judge the

world, but to save it. He came asjhe Lamb of God who
gave His life to take away the sin of the world. The one
thing that God has established for man to do is to be¬
lieve in His Son as Savior. When Jesus returns the
ond time it will be as alion to judge those who rejected
the free gift of salvation from sin. Man will have
pletely demonstrated his worthiness of judgment.

According to Zechariah, “all nations will be gathered
against Jerusalem to battle.” The Jews who live in the
area will be on the verge of annihilation when God gives
them supernatural strength to fight. Then the I-ord will
go forth to fight for them and save them.

Jesus’ feet will first touch the earth where they left
the^ earth, on the Mount of Olives. The mountain will
split in two with agreat earthquake the instant that
Jesus’ foot touches it. The giant crevice which results
will run east and west throu^ the center of the
tain. It will go east to the north tip of the Dead Sea and
west to the Mediterranean Sea (Zechariah 14).

It was reported to me that an oil company doing seis¬
mic studies of this area in quest of oil discovered a
gigantic fault running east and west precisely through
the center of the Mount of Olives. The fault is so severe
that it could split at any time. It is awaiting “the foot.”

Zecharî  predicts astrange thing with regard to the
ensuing split in the earth. The believing Jewish remnant
in Jerusalem will rush into the crack instead of doing
the natural thing of running from it. They will know
this prophecy and realize Siat this great cavern has
opened up for the Lord to protect them from the terrible
devastation that He is about to pour out upon the god¬
less armies all around. It will be used as atype of bomb
s h e l t e r.

The nature of the forces which the Lord will unleash
on that day against the armies gathered in the Middle
East is described in Zechariah 14:12: “And this shall
be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the
people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh

s e c -
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sliall consume away while they stand upon their feet,
and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and
their tongue shall consume away in their mouth” (KJV).

Afrî tening picture, isn’t it? Has it occurred to you
that this is exactly what happens to those who are in a
thermonuclear blast? It appears that this will be the case
at the return of Christ.

His Return Will Be to Set Up God’s Kingdom on Earth
After Christ destroys all ungodly kingdoms, Zecha-

riah says, “The Lord shall be king over all the earth; in
that day shall there be one Lord, and His name one.”

Most ministers and reli^ous leaders today reject even
the possibility that Christ will establish an actual physi¬
cal kingdom of God upon the earth. Many who believe

personal return of Christ reject that He will estab¬
lish athousand year kingdom of God and rule mortals
from the throne of David out of Jerusalem after His
r e t u r n .

The Latin word for “1000” is “millennium” and down
through history the teaching concerning this ear^y
kingdom came to be known as the “millennial king¬
dom.” Those who reject that Christ will establish a1000
year kingdom after His return are known theologically
as “amillennialists,” meaning “no millennium.” Those
who believe that Christ will return and set up a1000
year kingdom are called “premillennialists,” meaning
Christ returns first, then establishes the kingdom on
e a r t h .

There used to be agroup called “postmillenniahsts.
They believed that the Christians would root out the
evil in the world, abolish godless rulers, and convert the
world through ever increasing evangelism until they
brought about the Kingdom of God on earth through
their own efforts. Then after 1000 years of the institu¬
tional church reigning on earth with peace, equality, and
righteousness, Christ would return and time would end.
These people rejected much of the Scripture as being
literal and believed in the inherent goodness of man.
World War Igreatly disheartened this group and World
War II virtually wiped out this viewpoint. No self-

m a
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respecting scholar who looks at the world conditions
and the accelerating decline of Christiau influence today
is a“postmillennialist.”

We are “premillennialists” in viewpoint. The real
issue between the amillennial and the premillennial
viewpoints is whether prophecy should be interpreted
literally or ̂ egorically. As it has been demonstrated
many times in this book, all prophecy about past events
has been fulfilled literally, particularly the predictions
regarding the first coming of Christ. The words of
prophecy were demonstrated as being literal, that is,
having the normal meaning understood by the people of

time in which it was written. The words were not
intended to be explained away by men who cannot be¬
lieve what is clearly predicted.

The opponents of the premillennial view all agree
grudgingly that if you interpret prophecy literally it does
teach that Christ will set up aliteral kingdom in time
which will last in history athousand years and then
into an eternal form which will never be destroyed.

To us the biggest issue is over the question, “Does
God keep His promises?” For God unconditionally
promised Abraham’s descendants aliteral world-wide
l̂ gdom over which they would rule through their Mes¬
siah who would reign upon King David’s throne. The
Jews who believe in the Messiah will also possess the
land which is bordered on the east by the Euphrates
River, and on the west by the Nile (Genesis 15:18-21).

It is promised that Jerusalem will be the spiritual cen¬
ter of the entire world and that all people of the earth
will come annually to worship Jesus who will rule there
(Zechariah 14:16-21; Isaiah 2:3; Micah 4:1-3). The
Jewish believing remnant will be the spiritual leaders of
the world and teach all nations the ways of the Lord
(Zechariah 8:20-23; Isaiah 66:23),

g o

Paradise Restored

God’s kingdom will be characterized by peace and
equity, and by universal spirituality and knowledge of
the Lord. Even the animals and reptiles will lose their
ferocity and no longer be carnivorous. All men will have
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plenty and be secure. There will be achicken in every
pot and no one vill steal it! The Great Society which
human rulers throughout the centuries have promised,
but never produced, will at last be realized under
Christ’s rule. The meek and not the arrogant will inherit
the earth (Isaiah 11).

1 6 6

Prelude to Eternity

As it was mentioned in Chapters eight and nine, Dan¬
iel predicted the four great world ruling kingdoms that
man would set up during the time from the sixth cen¬
tury B.c. until the coming of the Messiah. We noted
these four human empires as Babylon, Media-Persia,
Greece, and Rome, with its revived form in the last
days. The fifth world kingdom, which according to Dan¬
iel will conquer the revived form of the Roman Empire,
is the Messianic kingdom (Daniel 7:13-27).

This kingdom will begin in time with mortal subjects
(Revelation 20:4-6), last 1000 years, and at the end
of that time some of the children of the believers who
started in the kingdom will apparently prove to be unbe¬
lievers and start arebellion against Christ and His rule.
Christ will bring swift judgment upon them before the
rebellion reaches the actual fighting stage (Revelation
20:7 -10) .

After this event there vtiU be no more human history
with mortal men. All unbelievers, it seems, will be
judged in the crushing of the last rebellion which is led
by God’s old adversary, Satan. Satan will have been
bound for athousand years, but is released momentarily
so that he could reveal the rebellion in the unbelieving
hearts of those who rejected Christ as Savior (Rev¬
elation 20:7, 8). All who remain as mortals will be
changed into immortality at this point, and the Kingdom
of God will not cease, but simply change form and be
re-established in anew heaven and anew earth (Reve¬
lation 21). ,

The sequence is clear in the last chapters of Revela¬
tion. First there is the return of Christ at the climax of
the greatest war of all time. Second, Christ separates the
surviving believers from the surviving unbelievers; the
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unbelievers will be judged and cast off the earth (Reve-lation 20:1-6; cf. Matthew 25:41-46). Third Christ
establishes the î ennial kingdom and the surviving be-hevers go mto it as mortals and repopulate the earth(Revelation 20:11-15; cf. Matthew 25:31-40). Fourth

?thousand years the unbelieving children
rebel Omst judges them, then He completely changesthe old heaven and earth and creates anew one (Rev-elaUon 21; Isaiah 65:17; II Peter 3:8-13). This is the
mtimate destiny of all persons who are redeemed by

How many times have we wondered what heaven wiU
on to such passages as Revelation 21

and 22, heaven is areal and breath-taking place. Wewill not wander about as disembodied spirits, playing
harps fcoughout an ethereal expanse. We shall live
forever mthe presence of God, feUow heirs with Christ
k̂mgs and priests forever, with no more sorrows or

tears. We shall know an ecstatic, endless joy surrounded
by an earth and heaven of indescribable beauty. If you
can thmk of the most beautiful place you have ever
been, then amplify its beauty beyond your comprehen¬
sion and imagine what it would be like without death.
S^Saven^ ^ i n k l i n g

The word translated “new” in Revelation 21:1 means
!new mkind or order” as distinguished from merely
new mpoint of time. Peter describes the process the
Lord will use mrenovating the heaven and earth that
now exist: “But the day of the Lord will come like a

j the heavens will pass away with aroar
Md the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and
the earth and its works will be burned up. Since all these
t̂ gs aie to be destroyed in this way, what sort of peo¬
ple ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, look-
mg for and hastening the coming of the day of God on
account of which the heavens will be destroyed’ by
bû g, and the elements will melt with intense heat.
But according to His promise we are looking for new
heavens and anew earth, in which righteousness [only]
dwells” (II Peter 3:10-13 NASB).

The word translated “elements” is stoicheiov, which

1 6 7
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the most basic element of nature. Today wem e a n s

know the atom is the smallest building block of nature.
Now Peter says that these elements will be “destroyed.”
The literal meaning of the word “destroyed” is “to loose
something.” It was frequently used for untying arope,

abandage as in John 11:44. In other words, Christ is
going “to loose” the atoms of the galaxy in which we
live. No wonder there will be agreat roar and intense
heat and fire. Then Christ will put the atoms back to¬
gether to form anew heaven and earth, in which only
glorified persons without their sinful natures will live.
There will be no more rebellion of man’s will against
God; only righteousness, peace, security, harmony, and

o r

joy.
That’s where we want to be I



Go your way, Daniel, for the meaning of the words of
prophecy is shut up and sealed until the time of the
end. Many shall travel about and knowledge shall
Increase. None of the wicked shall understand these
words, but those who are wise shell in the last davs
unders tand .

GOD TO DANIEL
ABOUT 520 B.C.

(LITERAL TRANSLATION)

14
POLISHING THE CRYSTAL BALL

No other prophet has ever had more numerous, far-
reaching prophecies revealed to him than Daniel; and
yet agreat deal of what he received in God-given visions
and revelations he didn’t understand. Many of his
dictions had to do with “the end times” or the events
immediately preceding the coming of the Messiah-Jesus
to set up God’s kingdom.

_At the close of Daniel’s written account of his proph¬
ecies, he reveals his bewilderment about when and how
ail the things he had predicted would occur: “How long
shall it be to the end of these wonders?” (Daniel 12*6
Amplified).

Aspecial angelic messenger replied to Daniel and
said, ..when the shattering of the power of the
holy people [Israel] comes to an end all these things
would be accomplished” (Daniel 12:7).

Daniel replied, “I hear^ but Idid not understand.”
^en he said, “O my lord, what shall be the issue and
final end of these things?” (Daniel 12:8 Amplified).

The messenger replied, “Go your way, Daniel; for
the words [of prophecy] are shut up and sealed till
the time of the end” (Daniel 12:9 Amplified).

In other words, God revealed to Daniel that his
prophecies would not be clearly understood until the

p r e -
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end times, i.e., the times when the events predicted
would begin to take shape. The key that would unlock
the prophetic book would be the current events that
would begin to fit into the predicted pattern.

Christians after the early second century spent little
timft really defining prophetic truth until the middle of
the nineteenth century. Then there seems to have been
agreat revival of interest in the prophetic themes of
the Bible. Today, Christians who have diligently studied
prophecy, trusting the Spirit of God for illumination,
have agreater insight into its meaning than ever before.
The prophetic word definitely has been “unsealed” in

generation as God predicted it would be.
Now Iam about to walk into the lion’s den. Perhaps

it would be wise to follow Churchill’s tactic when he
saii “You know Ialways avoid prophesying before¬
hand, it is much better policy to prophesy after the
event has already taken place.” However, in this chapter
Iwill make anumber of forecasts about the future
which are based on acareful study of the prophetic
truth and the writings of many scholars on the subject
Ibelieve that these forecasts are based upon sound
deductions; however, please don’t get the idea that I
thm^c that Iam infallibly right in the same way that a
Biblical prophet speaking under the direct inspiration
of God’s Spirit was. Ibelieve that God today gives us
illumination to what has been written, but that He
doesn’t ^ve us infallible revelation as He gave the
authors of the Bible. Here, then, are the things that I
believe will happen and develop in the near future.

1 7 0
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The Religious Scene
In the institutional church, composed of professing

Christians who are in many cases not Christian, look
for many things to happen:

With increasing frequency the leadership of the
denominations will be captured by those who com¬
pletely reject the historic truths of the Bible and deny
doctrines which according to Christ Himself are crucial

!to believe in order to be aChristian. In some of the
largest Protestant denominations this has already taken
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place. The few remaining institutions which are not yet
dominated by the disbelievers will go downhill in the
s a m e m a n n e r .

There will be unprecedented mergers of denomina¬
tions into “religious conglomerates.” This will occur
for two reasons: first, most denominations were formed
because of deep convictions about certain spiritu^
truths. As more of these truths are discarded as ir¬
relevant because of unbelief in Biblical authority, there
will be no reason to be divided. Unity is certainly im¬
portant to have, but never, according to the teachings
of Christ, at the expense of the crucial truths of
Christianity.

Secondly, as ministers depart from the truths of the
Bible they lose the authority and power that it has to
meet real huinan needs, and as many ministers are not
truly bom spiritually themselves and are consequently
without the illumination of God’s Spirit, they no longer
will be able to hold their present congregations, much
less attract others. So they resort to “social action gim¬
micks,” super-organization, and elaborate programs as
a s u b s t i t u t e .

As Paul predicted concerning these ministers in the
last days: “holding to aform of godliness [literally
religion], although they have denied its power. ...”
And again he says, “. ..they are always learning and
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (II
Timothy3:5, 7NASB).

Young people wdll continue to accelerate their exodus
from the institutional churches. Several surveys taken
by church leaders indicate this. Youth today reject im¬
personal, highly structured organizations with their
emphasis upon buildings and material affluence. In
talking with many young people from various back¬
grounds Ihave found that the institutional churches are
viewed by them as areflection of all they despise in
what they consider materialistic, hypocritical, and
prejudiced elements within our American culture.

Above all, young people want asimple, personal, and
relevant answer to life that isn’t based upon self-
centered materialism, but upon real life, selfless love.
When they are shown that this idealistic view of life

m
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cannot be achieved by various shades of welfarism,
socialism, or drugs, but only through apersonal rela¬
tionship with Christ that is not tied to joimng an
institutional church (or religious comitry club as they
call it), then many respond and receive Jesus Christ.

Some traditional churches have learned to p^o^dde
the personal ministry of God’s truth to the youth and
you will find their youth departments are flourishing.
But they are the exception, unfortunately. Most
churches seem to be on the wrong wave length alto¬
gether. Some have the truth, but can’t commumcate
it to today’s youth; others simply don’t teach the truth,
and though they try “underground church” approaches,
they can’t compete with the radical political orga¬
nizations. J X

Many youth are going to be on the front edge ot a
movement toward fost century-tŷ  Christianity, with

emphasis upon people and their needs rather than
building and unwieldy programs.

There will be an ever-widening gap between the true
believers in Christ and those who masquerade as “min¬
isters of righteousness.” Ibelieve that open persecution
will soon break out upon the “real Christians,” and it
will come from the powerful hierarchy of imbelieving
leaders within the denominations. Christians who be¬
lieve in the final authority of the Bible, salvation through
the substitutionary atonement of Christ alone, the deity
of Jesus Christ, etc., will be branded as prime hin¬
drances to “the brotherhood” of all men and the hmi-
versal Fatherhood of God” teaching, which is so basic
to the “ecumaniacs” who don’t believe in the very heart
of Jesus’ teachings. Jesus taught that God is the Creator
of all, but the Father of only those who believe in Him
(John8:44;Galatians3:26).

Because of the persecution of believers, there will
true underground church of abelieving remnant

a n

g r o w a
of people. ^ ,

LxK)k for vast and far-reaching movements toward a
one-world religious organization, sf̂ arheaded mostly
by the unbelieving leaders of the institutional churches;
also look for this movement to become more politically
oriented than it is now.
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Look for movements within Israel to make Jerusalem
the religious center of the world and to rebuild their
ancient Temple on its old site.

1 7 3

The Political Scene

Keep your eyes on the Middle East. If this is the
time that we believe it is, this area will become acon¬
stant source of tension for all the world. The fear of
another World War wiU be almost completely centered
in the troubles of this area. It will become so severe
that only Christ or the Antichrist can solve it. Of course
the world will choose the Antichrist. .

Israel will become fantastically wealthy and influ¬
ential in the future. Keep your eyes upon the develop¬
ment of riches in the Dead Sea.

United States will not hold its present position
of leadership in the western world; financially, the
future leader will be Western Europe. Internal political
chaos caused by smdent rebeUions and Communist
subversion will begin to erode the economy of our
nation. Lack of moral principle by citizens and leaders

weaken law and order that astate of anarchy
will finally result. The military capability of the United
Statw, ̂ ough it is at present the most powerful in the
world, has already been neutralized because no one has
the courage to use it decisively. When the
collapses so will the military.

The only chance of slowing up this decline in
Amenca is awidespread spiritual awakening.

United States loses power. Western Europe
MwU be forced to unite and become the standard-bearer
«TT world. Look for the emergence of a
Umted States of Europe” composed of ten inner mem¬

ber nations. The Common Market is laying the ground¬
work for this political confederacy which will become
the mghtiest coalition on earth. It will stop the Com-
mumst take-over of the world and will for ashort while
control both Russia and Red China through the per¬
son^ genius of the Antichrist who will become ruler of
the European confederacy.

Look for the papacy to become even more involved

e c o n o m y
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in world politics, especially in proposals for bringing
world peace and world-wide economic prosperity.

Look for agrowing desire around the world for a
man who can govern the entire world.

Look for some limited use of modem nuclear
weapons somewhere in the world that will so terrify
people of the horrors of war that when the Antichrist
comes they will immediately respond to his ingenious
proposal for bringing world peace and security from
war. This limited use could occur between Russia and
China, or upon the continental United States.

On the Sociological Scene

Look for the present sociological problems such as
crime, riots, lack of employment, poverty, ilUteracy,
mental illness, illegitimacy, etc., to increase as the pop¬
ulation explosion begins to multiply geometrically in the
late’70’s. , .

Look for the beginning of the widest spread fammes
inthehistoryof the world. , t t c

Look for drug addiction to further permeate the U.h.
and other free-world countries. Drug addicts will run
for high political offices and win through support of
the yoimg adults.

Look for drugs and forms of religion to be merg^
together. There will be agreat gener̂  increase of belief
in extrasensory phenomena, which will not be related to
the tme God, but to Satan.

Astrology, witchcraft, and Oriental rehgions wiU be-
predominant in the western world.

Where Do We Go From Here?
We believe that in spite of all these things God is

going to raise up abelieving remnant of true Christians
and give one last great offer of the free gift of forgive¬
ness and acceptance in Jesus Christ before snatching
them out of the world as it plunges toward judgment.

After considering the incredible thin^ in this book,
what should our attitude and purpose be?

First, if you are not sure that you have personally
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accepted the gift of God’s forgiveness which Jesus
Christ purchased by bearing the judgment of aholy
God that was due your sins, thai you should do so right
now wherever you are. It may be that you are bothered
because you can’t understand it all, or you feel that you
don’t have enough faith. Don’t let either of these things
stop you. The only thing you need to understand is that
God offers you in Jesus Christ afull pardon and new
spiritual life. If you truly desire to receive Jesus Christ
into your life, then you have enough faith to enter God’s
family and change your eternal destiny.

Jesus put the whole thing in avery picturesque way
when He said: “Behold, Istand at the door [of your
heart] and knock; if any one hears My voice and opens
the door, Iwill come in to him, and will dine [have
fellowship] with him, and he with Me” (Revelation
3:2()NASB).

Right at this moment, in your own way, thank Jesus
for dying for your sins and invite Him to come into
yout heart. The door of the above illustration is your
desire and wilL You open the door by inviting Jesus
Christ into your life.

Did you do it? If you did, then where is Jesus Christ
right now? According to His promise (and He can’t lie),
He is in your heart.

Jesus further promised, “I will never desert you, nor
will Iever forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5 NASB).

He has come into your heart to stay and to bring
new purpose, peace of mind, stability, in spite of circum¬
stances, and true fulfillment to your personality as well
as eternal l ife.

Secondly, if you have received Jesus Christ as Savior,
men He wants to change your desires about life to God’s
desires, and empower you to live for God. God doesn’t
want us to try to clean up our own lives, but rather to
be available to His Spirit who now lives personally
within us. r j

As we trust Christ to deal with our temptations and
to work in us His will, then He produces areal life
righteousness in us which is characterized by an un¬
selfish love for God and for others. The more we learn
of God’s love and unconditional acceptance of us, the
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more we want to please Him and the more we are
able to trust Him to work in us. We also will desire to
learn His Word which renews our minds to His view¬
point.

Ask Christ to teach you God’s Word as you study
it and He wil l .

Third, far from being pessimistic and dropping out
of life, we should be rejoicing in the knowledge that
Christ may return any moment for us. This should spur
us on to share the good news of salvation in Christ with
as many as possible. The Holy Spirit is working upon
men in adramatic way and He will lead you to people
who are ready or who will be shortly if you trust Him.

Fourth, we should make it our aim to trust Christ to
work in us alife of true righteousness. We all grow
in this, so don’t get discouraged or forget that God
accepts us as we are. He wants our hearts to be con¬
stantly set toward pleasing Him and have faith to trust
Him to help us. John said it this way: “See how great a
love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should
be called children of God; and such we are. For this
reason the world does not know us, because it did not
know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and
it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know
that, if He should appear, we shall be like Him, because

shall see Him just as He is. And every one who hM
this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure” (I John 3:1-3 NASB).

Fifth, we should plan our lives as though we will be
here our full life expectancy, but live as though Christ
may come today. We shouldn’t drop out of school or
worthwhile community activities, or stop working, or
rush marriage, or any such thing unless Christ clearly
leads us to do so. However, we should make the most
of our that is not taken up with the essentials.

Rî t after one of the major passages of the apostle
Paul concerning the Rapture, he gave this prom^e:
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, im¬
movable, ̂ways abounding in the work of the L̂ d,
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord’’ (I
Corinthians 15:58 NASB).

As we see the world becoming more chaotic, we can

w e
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be “steadfast” and “immovable,
where it’s going and where we are going. We know
that Christ will protect us until His purpose is finished
and then He will take us to be with Himself. We
“abound in His work” as we trust Him to work in us
and know that it is not in vain because He wiU give us
rewards to enjoy forever for every work of faith.

So let us seek to reach our family, our friends, and
our acquaintances with the Gospel with all the strength
that He gives us. The time is short.

In the early centuries, the Christians had aword for
greeting and departing; it was the word, “maranatha,”
which means “the Lord is coming soon.” We can think
of no better way with which to say good-by—

M a r a n a t h a I
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