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FOREWORD

Because Americans have had, from the beginning, a “free” press, we have had a
longer tradition of the congenital nay-sayer, the contrary-minded, and the “come-outer”
than most other nations. That tradition began with Common Sense; and with The Cri-
sis (written as a series of newspaper articles). It was continued by William Lloyd Gar-
rison and his anti-slavery Liberator, which insured that he “would be heard”; by
Theodore Parker, the Great American Preacher, who dissented from the Dissenters and
preached to the largest congregation in the country; and by Frederick Douglass, who
published his own paper to carry on the work that Parker left unfinished. In the next
century the tradition was carried on by Bryan, whose Commoner was his private organ;
by Fighting Bob LaFollette, who gave his Weekly his own name; by William Allen
White, who made his Emporia Gazette a national newspaper; and by LF. Stone, whose
Weekly Newsletter is alas no more with us.

It is to this tradition that George Seldes belongs. He had, from the beginning—
that was way back in the first decade of this century—the right credentials. His father
had set an example: a failed pharmacist, he was not at all a failed radical, what with
his admiration for Tolstoy and Kropotkin and Thoreau, and for Henry George, whose
name his own son bore (the son was forced by his Chicago Tribune service chief to
drop the “Henry”). Young George blundered into journalism, as it were. He was the
star reporter for the Pittsburg Post and the Chicago Tribune, then a member of
Pershing’s press corps of war correspondents, eventually becoming head of the Tribune
bureau in Rome and Berlin. As a correspondent he discovered a knack—almost a
genius—for being there at the right time. He was there in Lenin's Moscow, there in
Mussolini’s Rome, there in Hitler's Berlin, there when the French stormed Damascus,
there when Franco conquered Spain; sooner or later he met almost everyone and took
their measure—usually one that fitted a bit tightly.

But twenty years of journalism disillusioned him—not with life, not with the
American people, but with journalism—all except his own. So, in 1940—could he
have picked a worse time? —he launched his own private newsletter, called quite sim-
ply In fact Ever sanguine, he hoped to reach a million readers—working people,
mostly, and intellectuals. That hope was doomed, but in fact In fact did pretty well —
not far from two hundred thousand, which was more than all the major liberal weeklies
combined. The time was not, after all, propitious for either independence or candor.

From the beginning, Seldes boasted that he “belonged to no party, no organiza-
tion, no group, society, or faction.” He might have added “to no nation,” for with Tom
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Paine he could say, “My country is mankind.” Better yet, he might have said with Paine
that while “moderation in temper is always a virtue, moderation in principle is always
a vice.” The accuracy of that depends, to be sure, upon the principle. In Seldes'’s case
the principle was quite simply that the truth shall make men free.

After the war Seldes returned to his home in Vermont, where he could cultivate
his garden and at the same time cultivate philosophy. Out of that retreat came, some
twenty years ago, his compendium of Great Quotations. Since then he has been col-
lecting and—we may be sure—assimilating Great Thoughts.

The Great Thoughts is a tribute not only to those thinkers who have influenced
George Seldes, but to Seldes himself, who lived with them and by them, who has
found them comforting, stimulating, and challenging. Clearly it is his hope that they
will serve this purpose for others.

Henry Steele Commager
Ambherst, Massachusetts
December 1984
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INTRODUCTION

“Great men are they who see that spiritual
is stronger than any material force, that thoughts
rule the world.”
—Emerson, Progress of Culture

No one, so far as I know, has ever challenged the Rev. Mr. Ralph Waldo Emer-
son’s impressive dictum. The philosopher-king Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (120-180
A.D.) believed that the “universe is change,” and that “our life is what our thoughts
make it.” Paracelsus (1493-1541) wrote that “thoughts are free and are subject to no
rule. On them rests the freedom of man, and they tower above the light of nature . ..
create a new heaven, a new firmament, a new source of energy from which new arts
flow.” In the seventeenth century the French mathematician—philosopher Blaise Pas-
cal (who indeed may have influenced Mr. Emerson) wrote that “man’s greatness lies
in the power of thought” and in my own lifetime the English mathematician-
philosopher Bertrand Russell, whom I once met, confirmed these views on my present
subject:

Men fear thought as they fear nothing else on earth—more than ruin—more even
than death . ..

"Thought is subversive and revolutionary, destructive and terrible, thought is merci-
less to privilege, established institutions, and comfortable habit. Thought looks into
the pit of hell and is not afraid. Thought is great and swift and free, the light of the
world, and the chief glory of man.

A hundred notable men and women, from A to W, from Henry Adams to Sir
Henry Wotton, have similarly expressed themselves. Nor are these sentiments confined
to great men or intellectuals.

On reading the paragraphs above, one of my native Vermont neighbors who fre-
quently helps me with my manuscripts, recently remarked, “Words are weapons.” (My
friend assures me that he had never read Hazlitt's Table Talk nor any Hazlitt commen-
tator who quoted the famous remark, “Great thoughts reduced to a practice become
great acts.”)

My own efforts to record the greatest thoughts of the ages began some fifty years
ago, in the 1930s. At that time [ was writing a great deal on freedom of the press, and
often needed suitable epigraphs for books or chapters on the subject. Although a
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number of collections of quotations were then available, I could find in them nothing
of John Stuart Mill, whose On Liberty I had read not once but perhaps five times, nor
anything I needed from Milton’s Areopagitica: A Speech for the Liberty of Unlicensed
Printing, one of the great landmarks not only of freedom of the press but freedom of
mankind. I became convinced that a book of not merely familiar but of truly great quo-
tations would be welcomed by many people. After many years of work on the project,
The Great Quotations was published, and my feeling was almost immediately justified
by sales—which have now passed the 1,100,000 mark, clothbound and paperback.

Yet from the day in 1960 when I held the first printed copy in my hand, [ began
to think of improvement, of additions and eliminations, and when technical difficulties
prevented them, I had a vague idea—this vagueness was twenty years ago—that I could
abandon “quotations” altogether and gather from the literature of the world, and per-
haps even the morning newspapers, only the great thoughts which Mr. Emerson told
me,rule the world.

Further food for thought came from an unexpected source. In preparing The
Great Quotations (as well as the volume you hold in your hand) I had written to scores,
perhaps a hundred, notable persons of my time, asking them to verify the accuracy of
the quotations that I had sclected from their work. Curiously enough, the world famous
with whom I corresponded—Einstein in 1954, Shaw in 1937, and Freud in 1924, for’
example—all replied, whereas many others who never achieved greatness ignored the
matter of correcting their proofsheets. All were asked for suggestions, and the most no-
table reply was a 2-page holograph letter from Aldous Huxley which cost me weeks of
work but was nevertheless of utmost value. Mr. Huxley seems to have sensed or sus-
pected that I had been working for many years under the impression that “great”
thoughts must necessarily mean “good” thoughts, that I was not including the great and
powerful and most important evil thoughts of princes, kings, dictators, and demagogues
- who had, not only in ancient times but only yesterday, ruled a large part, in fact a na-
jor part, of the selfstyled civilized world. Mr. Huxley concluded:

It might be ingeresting to have a short section in your book devoted to what may
be called negative quotations—utterances of pure nonsense, pollyanna uplift, anti-
intelligence and anti-liberty —all drawn from the speeches or writings of the eminent.
E.g. passages in praise of the executioner as the main pillar of civilized society from
Joseph de Maistre’s “Soirées de St. Petersbourg.” Passages from Louis Veuillot's
“Parfums de Rome,” holding up the papal pre-1870 government as the best in the
world. Passages on infant damnation from St. Augustine and from the Calvinists. Pas-
sages on Jesus as a salesman from Bruce Barton. And so forth. A few pages of these
wd constitute a stimulating Chamber of Horrors—or, divided up, might serve as a
preface to the various sections of your book.

Although several of our century’s greatest evil thinkers had ‘already gone to their
rewards at the time Mr. Huxley wrote this letter—Hitler by his own hand and
Mussolini shot by his own people then hanged by his feet from the rafters of a gas
station— Stalin was still murdering dissenters by the tens of thousands; the nation
which boasted one billion inhabitants, China, was still an absolute dictatorship; and
their little imitators were ruling countries by force, by imprisonment, torture, and
death, and at best by brain-washing and mind-manipulation, while addressing their
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populations and the world with words, good or evil, important enough to be recorded.
 While Mr. Huxley’s suggestion changed substantially the content of The Great Quota-
tions, it has had perhaps an even greater effect on this book. I have endeavored
throughout to represent the evil and destructive ideas of the ages that have periodically
made the world a worse place in which to live.

Some fifty years ago I began underlining passages and making notes in the mar-
gins of my books—never the first editions, never the well-printed, well-bound copies,
but the early dollar reprints and the later paperbacks. It made the work of years later
much easier, and today, it is just one year short of a quarter of a century since I began
copying, on ten thousand filing cards, the collected great thoughts, and some eight or
nine years since | began the actual preparation ‘of this manuscript.

Although the marked pages and passages have been a great help, I have had to
read ‘or reread many of the books which have moved or changed or ruled the world,
and almost every day has been worthwhile —whether it involved rereading all or parts
of War and Peace, ot Moby Dick, or Walden, or perhaps Plato's Republic or the
Nichomachean Ethics of Aristotle, or even Theodore Dreiser’s turgid masterpiece, Sis-
ter Carrie (which Sinclair Lewis insisted honestly should have won the Nobel Prize
years before he got his).

Most of the world's masterpieces are read because they are required reading in
high schools and colleges; they make little impression on young minds and are imme-
diately forgotten by almost everyone. Except one day the graduate may read somewhere
a list of “the ten best novels” or “the hundred greatest books of all time” and can con-
tentedly say, “I have read every one of them.” How many people read a great book
again in their mature years? How many of the millions who do read books realize they
are missing one of the truly great pleasures of life by not re-reading books?

One of the real purposes of this collection is to recall to the reader one or more
of the great thoughts he or she found in the great books years and years ago, and to
stir the reader’s imagination to the point of finding the book in the library and reading
it again. Not only the Nichomachean Ethics but Sister Carrie will take on new dimen-
sions of greatness—as the present writer found out only recently.

In addition to the extensive reading that I have done in preparing this collection,
I have also actually talked to a number of men who have given us thoughts that
changed the world in our lifetime —or, having now passed my 94th year, [ should per-
haps say, my lifetime. Among them are Lenin and Einstein, and I missed meeting
Freud in Vienna only through the trickery of a journalistic colleague. I did become an
intimate visitor, if not a personal friend, of another great man who in the course of his-
tory will be recognized: I am referring to the Vienna psychiatrist Alfred Adler, “the fa-
ther of individual psychiatry” —a man big enough to open his home cvery Wednesday
afternoon to a score or.two of foreigners, psychlatrlsts Americans studying medicine,
and even a journalist or two.

The only words Hitler spoke during the two-and-a-half hour reception the Baron
von Maltzan gave for the foreign press and the leaders of all seven political parties in
1925 were “Guten Tag” and “Guten Abend.” But later, in Niirnberg in the 1930s, I
heard him rant and rage and roar for hours without adding anything to his two previous
profound remarks. (It is my view, based on considerable information I had during my
years as a correspondent in Berlin, that the great if evil thoughts in Mein Kampf are
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not Hitler’s but those of his cell companion, Rudolf Hess, to whom, the story goes, Hit-
ler “dictated” his book.) On the other hand, while I lived in Italy I hcard Mussolini de-
nounce the Goddess of Liberty and proclaim the “profoundly moral values of
violence” —and incidentally, in an interview he granted me, try to pass off Nietzsche’s
famous or notorious views as his own. Lenin, in one interview, and the three or four
times | heard him speak, said nothing especially noteworthy, but unlike his fellow dic-
tators, Lenin did smile on many occasions, and even at times illustrated his views with
a little commonplace humor. Like many great men, these historic figures were in many
ways banal; it is not (except possibly in Lenin’s case) the greatness of their thoughts but
the thoroughness of their execution of them that changed history—illustrating again
the truth of Hazlitt's famous remark.

In the literary world, it has been my good fortune to know Sinclair Lewis and The-
odore Dreiser very well, Thomas Wolfe slightly; and during the Spanish Civil War my
wife and I lived in the same little hotel as Hemingway (and scores of war correspon-
dents from all parts of the world). But I cannot remember a phrase spoken by Lewis,
Dreiser, Wolfe, Hemingway, or any other notable writers | have met worth reporting—
whereas in their books they demonstrate their great worth, whether recognized by the
Nobel committee or not.

Although I never met him personally, Freud serves as the best illustration of the
work which has occupied most of my past decade. For a good six months of that time,
forsaking all others, I read and copied out from the complete British edition of his
works what has now become known as the Freudian philosophy. When finally assem-
bled and edited and typed cleanly, there were just 40 pages or about 12,000 words, all
of which I valued and could not destroy. (In conventional collections of quotations
Freud is represented by a few short selections—if anything at all.) Obviously 40 pages
is an impossibility in a volume seeking to encompass the whole world in say 1500 man-
uscript pages—but what are editors for? In the end I had to thank them humbly for re-
ducing Freud to twenty, perhaps eighteen pages—which is still, I believe, the largest
section devoted to one human being, living or dead, and representative of his lasting
importance as a great thinker.

CENSORSHIP AND SUPPRESSION
“Every burned book enlightens the world.” —Emerson, “Compensation”

One of the first impressions received from reading the original works—books, let-
ters, contemporary reports—of thinking men and women on all important subjects
must be that censorship and suppression have always existed. Incredible as it may seem,
especially to professional patriots, not only the military leaders who established this Re-
public but the politico-philosophical leaders who guided the course of the American
Revolution were both victims of contemporary and later witch hunters. As late as 1956,
before the Senate Judiciary Committee, when a representative of Americans for Dem-
ocratic Action read a statement of Thomas Jefferson’s, one of the Senators from the
State of Utah, A. V. Watkins, denounced it as false and unbelievable. Confronted with
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the evidence—a letter from Jefferson to Madison in 1787, available in most history
books in most of the nation’s libraries—Senator Watkins declared: “If Jefferson were
here and advocated such a thing, I would move that he be prosecuted.”

What Jefferson had written to Madison was simply this: “1 hold that a little
rebellion, now and then, is a good thing.”*

The reader will not find Jefferson’s views on an occasional “little rebellion” keep-
ing his country on the course originally planned for it in any of the popular, conven-
tional, safe, and harmless compendiums of the thoughts of the Founders of our
country. It may also come as a surprise to Conservatives to learn that their idol, the
First President of the United States, wrote in 1789 of mankind becoming more “lib-
eral” and expressed the hope of seeing America “among the foremost nations in exam-
ples of justice and liberality” —one of his many similar remarks. The word “liberal” has
not changed its meaning throughout the centuries, and this is why Mussolini pro-
claimed that “Fascism ... does not hesitate to call itself illiberal and anti-liberal” and
“Fascism now throws the noxious theories of so-called Liberalism upon the rubbish
heap,” and again, “Communism and Fascism have nothing to do with Liberalism.”

On the other hand, President Eisenhower was generally hailed for his Conserva-
tism, “Dynamic Conservatism,” and “Progressive Dynamic Conservatism” —if one can
imagine such a political policy—and Gladstone once referred to the American uprising
of 1775 as “a conservative revolution.” If one is fair-minded in quoting FDR’s 1939 ra-
dio address in which he said that “A Conservative is a man with two perfectly good legs
who, however, has never learned to walk,” one must also quote the preceding defini-
tion: “A Radical is a man with both feet firmly planted in the air.” Conservatism is
equally a part of the American tradition although not always given equal time in literary
and academic circles.

Modern bookburning and censorship have especially interested me since the day
in 1924 when the English writer William Bolitho, hearing that [ had been assigned to
Rome, suggested I make it my first business to collect everything extant on Mussolini’s
past. The Italian dictator was then suppressing all documentary evidence of his former
political incarnations as a radical, communist, socialist, and athcist, notably his own
youthful writings, including a 1904 pamphlet entitled, Dieu n'existe pas. Forty years
later, revisiting Russia secretly, I was able to investigate Stalin’s success in censoring
and destroying every printed word about his past which did not make him the Soviet
hero and leader, next only to Lenin. He had suppressed Jack Reed’s Ten Days That
Shook the World and had it rewritten, substituting his name and eliminating Trotsky’s
as co-founder of the R.S.F.S.R. in 1917. Stalin actually succeeded in withdrawing the
Great Soviet Encyclopedia and eliminating Trotsky from its pages. There is no mention
of the great Russian famine of 1922 when American help saved the lives of between
six and ten million Russians—several of them now the rulers of the country. Every day
for a week I questioned fifty or sixty of the 70,000 students in Moscow University, the
brightest young minds in the country, and never in my life have | heard so many fal-
sifications and distortions believed in as “the true history of our country.”

As for Hitler, if one were to search for something to say in his favor, it might be

*Mr. Jefferson also wrote in 1787 to Colonel W.S. Smith: “What country can preserve its liberties, if its rulers are
not warned from time to time, that its people preserve the spirit of resistance?”
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the fact that he destroyed books in a public bonfire and published their titles through-
out the world rather than eliminating them by stealth or having them forged.

Nor can the United States escape censure in the matter of censorship and sup-
pression. The State Department not only purged its Army libraries abroad after World
War II but in several cities burned the censored books secretly.* When, shortly after-
wards, foreign correspondents were able to publish the news, public opinion was so
aroused that President Eisenhower concluded his 1953 Dartmouth College com-
mencement oration with the memorable words, “Don'’t join the book burners” —words
which may outlive all the others spoken or written by him.

It is unfortunate, however, that in the three decades following the Dartmouth Dec-
laration there has not been a year or two without headlines reporting censorship. And,
for the first time, the nation has become aware of the disgraceful pressures which have
been brought to bear upon publishers by the buyers of books for the vast public school
system, with the result that books have been withdrawn and expurgated — Huckleberry
Finn one of the many victims.

As for this volume, it must speak for itself. No subject called “controversial” by
those who want to censor or suppress it has been omitted, no Isin because it was a “sa-
cred cow”; throughout the following pages the reader will find, whether he approves of
them or not, subjects generally omitted elsewhere. For example:

Libertarianism, Liberalism
Conservatism, Toryism, the status quo
Democracy vs. Fascism
Radicalism, Socialism, Communism, Anarchism
Atheism, Agnosticism, Deism, Freethought
Capitalism, Free Enterprise, Laissez-faire
Individualism, Collectivism, Totalitarianism
Sex, Love, Passion, Lust

Even before the present era, when “Liberal” has become a dirty word in the dull
lexicon of narrow-minded people, the word “Libertarian” has always been suspect—
although Liberty is a subject sacred to every American school child, and perhaps even
to many who have grown up. But call yourself a “Libertarian” and perhaps a majority
of those who hear you immediately grow suspicious, and sometimes even angry.

As for “Individualism” and “Non-Conformity,” one has only to compare the writ-
ings of such men as Jefferson, Monroe, Madison, Ethan Allen, and Tom Paine with the
almost daily propaganda of the new Conservatives to realize how far backwards from
the time of the founders of the nation and its first thinkers we have gone in recent
times. The great waves of censorship in the past few years, most notably in the schools
of the generation soon to reach its maturity and eventually to run the country, are the
latest example of modern thought control in America. (At the same time we are far
from the totalitarian Soviet regime, where everything is censored, everyone is brain-
washed, the vast masses of people are mind-manipulated; in non-dictatorial countries

“In 1953 Senator Joe McCarthy subpoenaed no less than 100 authors, myself included, whose books were found
in overseas libraries. Those who refused to take an oath saying they were not communists were held for public
hearings, Hollywood style, with cameras and voice recorders, and held up to public ridicule. Several were thereby
deprived of a livelihood.



INTRODUCTION xvii

like our own, despite censorship and all attempts at thought control, one is still free to
speak, to publish, to form a political party, to vote according to conscience, and to
change everything.)

The honest compiler of great quotations or great thoughts, working for honest
readers, must of necessity leave his own prejudices, convictions, and perhaps stupiditics,
behind; he must never omit or even consider omitting anything important in his cho-
sen field—even at the risk of the enmity of the narrow-minded and the prejudiced,
many of them in powerful positions, who can censor and distort and falsify and sup-
press without ever being found out.

BOOKS RULE THE WORLD

“Books rule the world, or at least those nations which
have a written language; the others do not matter.”
—Voltaire

Long before picture-writing was superceded by an alphabet, long before illumi-
nated manuscripts, and even before Gutenberg “did use at an early period in his career
a mechanical press of some kind,” important thoughts in the form of laws to be obeyed
by the populace—for example, the Babylonian code of Hammurabi—were cut into
stone pillars and displayed in the public squares. Centuries later the most civilized of
all people, the Greeks, could read not laws, regulations of property ownership, threats
of imprisonment, but the greatest words of their Seven Sages cut into marble pillars of
the temple of Apollo at Delphi. My Britannica tells me that the first inscriptions in his-
tory were the cuneiform characters on clay tablets dating “as early as 2400 B.C.,” and -
that Gutenberg printed the Bible before 1456—the first printed book.

If books have ruled the world for some 4400 years, the question logically arises,
which books? This question has intrigued the literary and educational world for a long
time. According to Dr. Robert B. Downs, onetime president of the American Library
Association and head of the University of Illinois Library, in 1935 Publishers Weekly
asked three of the most noted literary men of the time which books published in the
past fifty years they thought had had the greatest influence on the American people.
John Dewey, Charles A. Beard, and Edward Weeks each prepared a list of fifty titles,
but only four of them appeared on all three lists: '

Marx: Das Kapital

Bellamy: Looking Backward

Frazer: The Golden Bough
Spengler: The Decline of the West

In 1939 Malcolm Cowley and Bernard. Smith polled the leading educators, critics,
and littérateurs of the day to find out which were “Books That Changed Our Minds.”
From the 134 entries they received, they selected the following to discuss in their book
on the subject:



xviii INTRODUCTION

Freud: The Interpretation of Dreams

Adams: The Education of Henry Adams

Turner: The Frontier in American History
Summer: Folkways

Veblen: Business Enterprise

Dewey: Studies in Logical Theory

Beatd: Economic Interpretation of the Constitution
Parrington: Main Currents in American Thought
Lenin: The State and the Revolution

Spengler: The Decline of the West

Numerous literary men and women, most notably in England and America, have
engaged in this fascinating business of list-making. Of the dozen or more that I have
come upon in the past half century, the majority place the Bible first, and several in-
clude not only the Koran but St. Augustine’s City of God and Bunyan's Pilgrim’s Prog-
ress. Shakespeare is of course a popular choice. Those compilers who have limited
themselves to modern times usually agree on Darwin, Marx, Freud, Einstein, and Har-
vey's De Motu Cordis. Only one modern work of fiction crops up on these lists of great
books, and even it is not generally mentioned: Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher
Stowe, which every school child in my time was forced to read because, teacher said,
it was a powerful attack upon slavery and helped justify the Civil War which ended it.

All in all, there are so many repetitions among the lists that the total number of
titles is probably no more than a hundred. Although all are credited with having
“ruled,” “changed,” or “moved” the world, or having had a great influence on the
rather small minority of civilized people who read books, several titles have been cen-
sored and burned in public—and in more cruel ancient times not only have great
books been burned but their authors have been reduced to ashes along with their
works.

Dr. Mortimer J. Adler, one of the best minds of our time, to whom [ have already
paid tribute in my introduction to The Great Quotations, once engaged in a more un-
usual list-making project. With the assistance of a large rescarch staff, he spent cight
years judging no less than 700 possible candidates for the answer to the questions,
“What is an idea?” and “What are the great ideas?”

In answering the latter question, Adler came up with an “irreducible minimum of
102.” In the six years that followed the publication of this list, Dr. Adler wrote that he
had received no suggestions for additions of comparable magnitude to his original
items. Inasmuch as the original list includes Liberty, Justice, Labor, Life and Death,
Love, Man, Opinion, Philosophy, Progress, Religion, Truth, War and Peace, Wealth,
Will, Wisdom, World, and 83 similarly all-embracing ideas, the reason no one pro-
posed an addition is obvious.

If Dissent and all modern Isms— Socialism, Communism, Naziism, Fascism, even
Republicanism and Liberalism are not named among the 102, most of them are prob-
ably included under other headings. Dr. Adler has stated that some great ideas— God,
State, Man, Knowledge, and Wealth —involve as many as forty or fifty different topics.
He does not list either Rebel or Radical, neither Agnosticism nor Non-Conformity, but
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here again they may be covered by such general ideas as Government, Politics, and
Religion.

It is my hope that in this volume none of Dr. Adler’s great ideas have been ne-
glected. They are, however, arranged by thinker, rather than subject, as my aim has
been not only to record the great thoughts, but to provide an overview of the thought
of particular great thinkers. Readers who want to achieve a basic understanding of the
entire work of, say, Aristotle or Freud or Marx or Proust will, I hope, find this book
suited to the purpose. Those who prefer to explore a variety of thinkers” approaches to
a particular idea will find the index helpful.

Certain of the absolutely greatest ideas have, however, been intentionally
omitted —specifically, those found in the Bible, as well as the Koran, the various books
of the Sayings of Confucius, and the sacred books of Buddhism, which have shaped the
lives of not a few great thinkers, but millions, probably billions of people. The reasons
for this omission are, first, the technical impossibility of the task—a hundred times
more impossible than devoting a mere 20 pages to Dr. Freud—and, second, my desire
not to duplicate the efforts of others. In the case of the Bible, in almost every library
in the country one can find concordances which list every thought, every idea, almost
every word, not once but several times; and there are guides and quotation books for
every religion that survives today, as well as most of the forgotten ones. Similarly,
Shakespeare is not quoted in these pages; not only are concordances readily available,
but he is relatively well represented in the conventional quotation books. Nor have |
included proverbs and other sayings of anonymous origin. Not only are these recorded
elsewhere, but, in my view, few qualify as great thoughts; whatever greatness they may
once have had has been lost through over-familiarity. “A stitch in time saves nine” may
be a good idea, but it’s also a cliché. I have preferred to stress the fresh, not the stale;
the unfamiliar, not the hackneyed; the profound, not the glib.

GREAT THOUGHTS: A BOOK, A PAGE, A PHRASE

As we have seen, the qualified persons who have made this subject their study
have agreed that books have changed the world, moved the world, and in fact ruled the
world. Yet many of us who read books have limited leisure for reading and cannot be-
gin to determine for ourselves exactly which books (or portions of books), out of the
millions in our bookstores and libraries, will reward us with the most insight into the
world we live in. Fortunately for us, learned men have for centuries devoted years of
study to providing us with this kind of guidance. The Oxford University Press, for ex-
ample, has succeeded in producing in two volumes of some 4500 pages its Anthology
of English Literature, covering the Middle Ages through the twentieth century; and Dr.
Mary Warnock, Fellow of St. Hugh’s College, Oxford, has produced for the New Amer-
ican Library a volume on Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill in a mere 352 pages.

And yet, the biographies of many notable men tell us that one great thought in
one paragraph, or on one page, or, in an amazing case, one great phrase, was enough
to change the career of its reader, a great man. In this way one thought can be said
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to have influenced many persons for many years—and will continue to do so, perhaps
for centuries.

One example of this phenomenon is Mr. Bernard Shaw. Anyone who ever heard
him speak in public with his strong Irish accent, as | once did at the Albert Hall in
London, may have heard him say, “Henry George made a man of me.”* He had been
accustomed to going from book shop to book shop in the Charing Cross Road, picking
up a shilling volume and reading a paragraph or a page before deciding whether or not
to buy. He does not name the book by Henry George that he found on that fateful day
when he achieved manhood. butit could have been none other than Progress and
Poverty.

I myself was brought up on this book. My father, without knowing Mr. Shaw’s
views on the subject, told his sons that his whole life changed when, as a very young
man working for a living in New York City, he stumbled upon a parade one day in
1886 and joined it. He heard Henry George, candidate for mayor, the favorite of the
whole population, expound the Single Tax, and my father immediately offered his ser-
vices on Sunday, his free day, at George'’s headquarters.

I have always wondered what page it was that Mr. Shaw read which made a con-
vert of him, what great idea he came upon in his youth which so influenced him.
Could it have been these few paragraphs which were underlined in the copy my father
gave me: - Do

This association of poverty with progress is the great enigma of our time. It is the
central fact from which spring industrial, social and political difficulties that perplex
the world, and with which statesmanship and philanthropy and education grapple in
vain. ... it is the riddle which the Sphinx of Fate puts to our civilization, and which
not to answer is to be destroyed.

So long as all the increased wealth which modern progress brings goes but to build
up great fortunes, to increase luxury and make sharper the contrast between the
House of Have and the House of Want, progress is not real and cannot be
permanent. . ..

This then is the remedy for the unjust and unequal distribution of wealth in mod-
ern civilization, and for all the evils which rise from it:

We must make land common property.

Henry Steele Commager, in his Living Ideas in America, says of Progress and Pov-
erty: “Few other American books and certainly no other American economic treatise
exercised a comparable influence in the world at large.” Although younger Americans
may today be unfamiliar with this work, it lives on in the ideas of others, as readers of
the excerpts quoted in this book cannot fail to recognize.

Mark Twain (or Samuel L. Clemens, as his living relatives inform me they want
him to be known), in his What Is Man?, states that “the chance reading of a book or
of a paragraph in a newspaper, can start a man on a new track and make him renounce
his old associations and seek new ones that are in sympathy with his new ideal; and the
result for that man, can be an entire change of his way of life.”

- *Shaw frequently also said in public, “Karl Marx made a man of me.” But, as the anecdote will show, I have 1 per-
sonal reason for preferring the former statement.
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As for Eugene V. Debs, whom a generation knew as the perpetual Socialist can-
didate for President of the United States, it was not until he was sent to jail for the first
time that he began to read Karl Marx and so became the Socialist leader of his time.
He had been brought up on Hugo and Voltaire, whose books he had found in his fa-
ther’s library, but it was his reading in prison that changed his life.

The most amazing conversion, it seems to me, is that of the English philosopher
and jurist Jeremy Bentham, whose lifework was the result of reading not one great book
or even one page of a great book, but of a single phrase.

“In 1768, when he came back to Oxford to record his vote at the University par-
liamentary election,” writes Dr. Warnock, Bentham “happened to go into a circulating
library attached to the coffeehouse near Queen’s, and there he found a copy of Joseph
Priestley's new pampbhlet, ‘Essay on Government.’ In it he found the phrase ‘The great-
est happiness of the greatest number.’ On this discovery he says: ‘It was by that pamph-
let and this phrase in it that.-my principles on the subject of morality, public and
private, were determined. It was from that pamphlet and that page of it that I drew the
phrase, the words and the import of which have been so widely diffused over the
civilized world.”” '

“Upon certain ideas derived from Helvetius and Beccaria,” continues Dr. War-
nock, “and upon this phrase of Priestley’s he decided that he would build a foundation
for scientific jurisprudence and for legislation; in fact he devoted the whole of his life
to this task.”

While it is unlikely that any of my readers will experience a conversion compara-
ble to Bentham’s as a result of readingia phrase or a paragraph collected in The Great
Thoughts, the example does serve to'illustrate the potential value of my approach.
Quotations lifted out of context in a compilation like this one obviously cannot replace
the experience of reading a great thinker’s work in its entirety. But sometimes an iso-
lated phrase or paragraph will work on the reader’s imagination more forcefully than
it might when buried in"a possibly difficult text. Each time a quotation in this book
makes a reader think about a problem in a new way, | shall have achieved my aim.

Of course not every thought contained herein will speak to every reader in this
way. To some readers, the greatness of certain quotations may in fact seem obscure. |
confess that I am unable to answer the pertinent question: What constitutes a great
thought? As we have already seen, when the most competent persons of the time were
engaged to choose the great books, it was found that all agree in very few instances.
Nevertheless I am sure that every reader of the great Greek philosophers, coming upon
the following from the “Aphorisms” of Epicurus, will agree with me that it is a great
thought, probably one of the greatest, for it aims directly at one of the vital problems
which has afflicted man since he began to think, the problem of good and evil.
Epicurus wrote, circa 300 B.C.: :

The gods can either take away evil from the world and will not, or, being willing
to do so cannot; or they neither can nor will, or lastly, they are both able and willing.
If they have the will to remove evil and cannot, then they are not omnipotent. If they
can, but will not, then they are not benevolent. If they are neither able nor willing,
then they are neither omnipotent nor benevolent. Lastly, if they are both able and
willing to annihilate evil, how does it exist?
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Any judgment as to “greatness” must inevitably be subjective. In making my selections
[ have looked for profundity, the excitement, the clarity, the lasting influence exempli-
fied by the above from Epicurus.

I have also been guided by all my predecessors, some of whom have devoted the
best part of a literary lifetime to one great man or one great cultural idea. Lists made
by persons in whom one has faith are invaluable. Certainly one must have faith in
the Britannica, which has proved to be an indispensable source in preparing this
collection. _

Whether or not this compiler has produced a worthwhile volume which does jus-
tice to the great thoughts that rule the world—and which have interested me from the
day exactly ffty-one years ago when I needed epigraphs from Mill and Milton—is for .
the reader to say. The compiling of, first, quotations whose greatness was without ques-
tion but which nevertheless had been censored and popularly omitted, and later on,
the great thoughts of all ages, has occupied the best part of my lifetime. The purpose,
above all, has been to produce a book which will be read for a lifetime.

George Seldes
Hartland-4-Corners, Vermont
October 1984
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INTRODUCTION TO THE
'REVISED EDITION

In the eleven years that have passed since George Seldes wrote the introduction
to The Great Thoughts, seismic changes—political, geographical, intellectual —have
literally redrawn the map of the world. The “evil empire” of the Soviet Union broke
up like an iceberg, casting states and countries adrift in Eastern Europe and Asia.
South Africa made a peaceful transition from apartheid to democracy and elected as its
new President a black man who had been imprisoned by the white government for
twenty-seven years. Concern for the environment—the quality of air and water, the
condition of forests, the threat of catastrophic climate change—emerged as a major is-
sue all over the world. As the age of the superpowers drew to a close, local and native
cultures began to assert themselves more forcefully—sometimes peacefully in art, po-
etry, music, sometimes violently in political turmoil. Israelis and Palestinians, Northern
Irish and English took important, if faltering steps, toward resolving their ancient con-
flicts, but, in 'the former Yugoslavia, in Chechnya, and in Rwanda ancient ethnic and
tribal conflicts erupted in savage wars. As the world splintered and fissured, new com-
munications technologies and the proliferation of personal computers circled the planet
with an invisible high-speed network known as cyberspace.

If “great thoughts . .. rule the world,” as George Seldes wrote in his introduction,
alluding to Emerson’s Progress of Culture, then a whole new brood of ruling thoughts
has hatched in the past eleven years—thoughts that both determine and reflect the al-
tered global regime. In some cases these are freshly minted ideas, original insights, new
rays of light piercing through the darkness: Susan Faludi on the backlash against fem-
inism, Ernest ]. Gaines on the myth of white superiority, Newt Gingrich on the stag-
gering inefficiency of the federal government, Don DeLillo on the bomb makers’
seizure of the novelists’ role. But there are many other great thoughts that have been
around for years, generations, even centuries, ‘Whose greatness we have only recently
learned to recognize. In the United States we are listening to, really hearing as if for
the first time, the voices of women, African-Americans, gays and lesbians, Native Amer-
icans, and political prisoners and oppressed peoples from around the world. As Ishmael
Reed has written, “It may turn out that the great restive underground language rising
from the American slums and fringe communities is the real American poetry and
prose, that can tell you the way things are happening now.” Audre Lorde, Gloria
Steinem, Nadezhda Mandelstam, Toni Morrison, Elie Wiesel, Vaclav Havel —these are
some of the individuals who speak to us with special urgency today.

The great thoughts of our day lead us to ponder the condition of women, the con-
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tribution African peoples have made to American culture, the enduring importance of
wilderness, gay rights, the increasing importance of spirituality in the lives of people
worldwide, the role of technology in shaping our present and future. The first faint re-
verberations of these issues were audible when George Seldes compiled The Great
Thoughts, as he included quotations from Malcolm X, Eldridge Cleaver, Susan B. An-
thony, Mary Wollstonecraft, and Simone de Beauvoir, among others. But absent from
the first edition were thinkers, writers, theorists, leaders such as Alice Walker, Wole
Soyinka, Wallace Stegner, Robin Morgan, Lech Walgsa, and Peter Matthiessen.
Clearly, it was time to update the book, to bring it into line with the new world map
as well as the new ways that have emerged of thinking about and experiencing the
world.

Seldes confessed that even though he had compiled illuminating quotations for
over a quarter of a century, he was still unable to give an answer to the pertinent ques-
tion: “What constitutes a great thought?” That question has become no less thorny in
the intervening decade. Greatness is to some extent in the mind of the beholder. And
yet indisputably there are certain ideas that are so strong, so clearly stated, so beautiful,
so startling, so basic that they create their own buzz. Borges: “To live without love I
think is impossible.” Alvin Toffler: “The dark side of the information technology explo-
sion is that it will breed a population that believes nothing.” Maya Angelou: “We sur-
vive in exact relationship to the dedication of our poets.” Joseph Brodsky: “If art teaches
anything . .. it is the privateness of the human condition.” Such thoughts circulate by
generating their own power—they get talked about, they seemn relevant to our lives and
our circumstances in a new way, they force us to sit up and take notice. Truly great
thoughts simply strike us as right. They're like mountain ranges or oceans—clemental,
seemingly eternal, essential fo our conception of the world.

In revising this book, I have tried to cast my net as widely (and I hope as wisely)
as Seldes did in the original edition. Total objectivity is, of course, impossible —in fact
suspicion of any claim of objectivity is one of the great thoughts of our day. But bearing
this in mind, I have nonetheless tried to appeal to some enduring cultural standard in
my selection process. Desmond Tutu speaks resoundingly for all oppressed peoples
when he says: “Fundamentally, 1 believe history teaches us a categorical lesson: that
once a people are determined to become free, then nothing can stop them from reach-
ing their goal.” Elie Wiesel forces us to confront the nightmare of genocide —a night-
mare that tragically did not end with the defeat of Hitler but that continues today in
Bosnia. Aldo Leopold writes lovingly but elegiacally about the necessity of wilderness
to the health of the human spirit. Anna Akhmatova conjures up the agony of being a
survivor in a time of political terror, “when only the dead wore smiles.” Ultimately, in
winnowing the great from the less great I fell back. as Seldes himself did, on intangible,
but nonetheless authoritative qualities—the profundity, excitement, clarity, and lasting
influence that Seldes lists as his prime criteria. A great thought hits us right between
the eyes. We know it when we see it.

Like Seldes, I have tracked down these great thoughts in all sorts of places and
through all kinds of genres. Poetry, political speeches, anthologies of fiction, nonfiction,
and verse, newspaper articles, short stories, books I have cherished for years, and vol-
umes that arrived yesterday in the mail. Waves of library books have ebbed and flowed
on my bookshelves. Friends and editors have passed on their favorites. “You must in-
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clude Muriel Rukeyser,” insisted a poet I know. “Dorothy Dinnerstein’s book changed
my life,” a feminist acquaintance confided. “Edward Abbey—now there’s a great
writer,” an environmentalist with decided opinions informed me. And so it went. At
times the hunt for great thoughts has reminded me of those long rainy afternoons of
childhood spent reading the encyclopedia—at first methodically working my way
through the A’s and then, when that grew tiresome, flitting from volume to volume
with wild, swooping abandon. Hours spent immersed in the singing prose of Toni
Morrison turned up a little gem like “unmolested language surges toward knowledge.”
Revisiting Walter Benjamin years after 1 had first read him, I stumbled on his dazzling
essay of 1936, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction,” in which he
states with acute prescience: “All efforts to render politics aesthetic culminate in one
thing: war.” I agree with Seldes that rereading books is one of the “truly great pleasures
of life,” and 1 share his hope that this collection will send readers back to libraries and
bookstores in search of great books that they read in high school or college and have
not cracked since. I'm delighted to have extended the list of titles and widened the
range of possibilities.

I must confess that following in George Seldes’s footsteps has been an extremely
humbling task. Here was a man who not only read the great thinkers but personally
knew or at least encountered such titans as Lenin, Einstein, Alfred Adler, Hitler,
Sinclair Lewis, Theodore Dreiser, and Thomas Wolfe. Seldes’s accounts of correspond-
ing with George Bernard Shaw and Aldous Huxley, of interviewing Mussolini, and of
living in the same hotel as Hemingway during the Spanish Civil War make real and
vivid a period of history that already has a mythic aura—an age when a young Amer-
ican journalist could bootstrap his way through Europe, meeting everyone who mat-
tered and turning up everyplace something important was happening. Seldes himself
was someone who mattered. In Fact, the private newsletter he edited from 1940 to
1950, was read by people who cared about the truth—“the real inside news,” as Seldes
put it, “the kind newspapers frequently get but dare not print.” Years before anyone
else, Seldes revealed that the press was hushing up reports of the health dangers of
smoking because newspaper publishers were scared of losing advertising revenues from
tobacco companies. The role big business played in censoring the press was one of his
favorite topics, one that he discussed at length in his 1938 book Freedom of the Press.
Seldes called himself a progressive, and a progressive bent is clearly discernible in The
Great Thoughts. 1 have tried to respect this point of view in updating the book, even
as I have continually reminded myself of Seldes’s admonition that “the honest compiler
of great quotations . . . must of necessity leave his own prejudices, convictions, and per-
haps stupidities, behind.”

With all due respect to George Seldes, 1 do feel that his title, The Great
Thoughts, is a bit misleading—for the great thoughts implies closure, fixity, and exclu-
siveness, whereas, in fact, this book is a fluid, evolving, dynamic process. The meaning
and the stature of great thoughts change with the times—sometimes radically. some-
times imperceptibly. Words acquire new weight, different resonance, an altered register
of association. Ideas gain and lose currency. Attitudes, politics, ideology throw different
frames around old phrases, casting them in a changed light or providing a fresh back-
ground. There is no such thing as the last word—or rather, paradoxically, there are
many last words, new last words accreting as the history of thought rolls on. Seldes’s
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title remains, but now, with a revised edition, we know that The Great Thoughts carrics
ashightly different shade of meaning: more great thoughts, new and old great thoughts,
thoughts that we consider great in 1995,

CGeorge Seldes died at the age of 104 in July 1995, while this revised edition of his
book was nearing completion. The Great Thoughts and his earlier compilation The
Creal Quotations stand as monuments to a life dedicated to truth, knowledge, and free-
dom of expression. It has been a privilege and an honor to carrv on Seldes’s Tifewark,
extending his vision into yvet another decade of time and into new spheres of thought.

David Las<in
Seattle, Washingion
Julv 1995
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EDWARD ABBEY
(1927-1989)

American writer

Desert Solitaire (1968)

Every man, every woman carries in heart
and mind the image of the ideal place, the
right place, the one true home, known or un-
known, actual or visionary.

... the love of wilderness is more than a
hunger for what is always beyond reach; it is
also an expression of loyalty to the earth, the
earth which bore us and sustains us, the only
home we shall evér know, the only paradise
we ever need —if only we had the eyes to see.
Original sin, the true original sin, is the blind
destruction for the sake of greed of this natu-
ral paradise which lies all around us—if only -
wé were worthy of it. . . . No, wilderness is not
a lixury but a necessity of the human spirit,
and as vital to our lives as water and good
bread. A civilization which destroys what little
remains of the wild, the spare, the original, is
cutting itself off from its origins and betraying
the principle of civilization itself.

If a man’s imagination were not so weak, so
easily tired, if his capacity for wonder not so
limited, he would abandon forever such fanta-
sies of the supernal. He would learn to per-
ceive in water, leaves and silence more than
sufficient of the absolute and marvelous, more
than enough to console him for the loss of the
ancient dreams.

RIS IO I I

NI

PETER ABELARD (Pierre Abailard)
(1079-1142)
French priest, scholastic philosopher

*

Ethics

God considered not action, but the spirit of
the action. It is the intention, not the deed,
wherein the merit or praise of the doer
consists.

The sin, then, consists not in desiring a
woman, but in consent to the desire, and
not the wish for whoredom, but the consent
to the wish is damnation.

LORD ACTON (John E. E. Dalberg)
(1834-1902)
English historian

Historic responsibility has to make up for
the want of legal responsibility. Power tends to
corrupt, and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.

Great men are almost always bad men,
even when they exercise influence and not
authority; still more when they superadd the
tendency of the certainty of corruption of
authority.

There is no worse heresy than that the of-
fice sanctifies the holder of it. That is the
point at which the negation of Catholicisim
and the negation of Liberalism meet and keep
high festival, and the end learns to justify the
means.

Letter from Acton to Creighton, April 3, 1887
quoted in Life and Letters of Mandell Creighton
(1904)

*“Abelard was not only the greatest philosopher of his
time but a crucial moment in the evolution of the hu-
manitarian mind.” —Kenneth Rexroth.
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Lectures on Modern History (1906)

Modern history teaches us so nearly, it is so
deep a question of life and death, that we are
bound to find our own way through it. and to
owe our insight to ourselves.

Property is not the sacred right. When a
rich man becomes poor it is a misfortune, it is
not a moral evil. When a poor man becomes
destitute, it is a moral evil, teeming with con-
sequences and injurious to society and
morality.

“The Study of History,” Inaugural lecture,
June 11, 1895

The History of Freedom and Other Essays (1907)

Liberty, next to religion, has been the mo-
tive of good deeds and the common pretext of
crime, from the sowing of the seed at Athens,
two thousand four hundred and sixty years
ago, until the ripened harvest was gathered by
men of our race.

In every age its [liberty’s] progress has been
beset by its natural enemies, by ignorance and
superstition, by lust of conquest and by love of
case, by the strong man’s craving for power,
and the poor man’s craving for food.

The most certain test by which we judge
whether a country is really free is the amount
of security enjoyed by minorities.

Ch.l

It is bad to be oppressed by a minority, but
it is worse to be oppressed by a majority. . . .
from the absolute will of an entire people
there is no appeal. no redemption, no refuge

but treason.
“The History of Freedom in Antiquity” (1877)

Letters to Mary Gladstone (1904)

Almost all that has been done for the good
of the people has been done since the rich
lost the monopoly of power, since the rights
of property were discovered to be not
unlimited.

April 24, 1881

Whenever a single definite object is made
the supreme‘end of the State, be it the advan-
tage of a class, the safety or the power of the
country, the greatest happiness of the greatest
number, or the support of any speculative
idea, the State becomes for the time inevita-
bly absolute.

History is not a web woven with innocent
hands. Among all the causes which degrade
and demoralize men, power is the most con-
stant and the most active.

Contribution, The Home and Foreign Review, July
1862, “Essays on Freedom and Power”

Everything secret degenerates; nothing is
safe that does not bear discussion and
publicity.

Quoted in Time, August 22, 1969

ABIGAIL (Smith) ADAMS
(1744-1818)

American writer, wife of John Adams

The Book of Abigail and John: Selected Letters of
the Adams Family, 17621784

I am more and more convinced that man is
a dangerous creature; and that power,
whether vested in many or a few, is ever
grasping, and, like the grave, cries, “Give,
give!”
Letter to John Adams, November 27, 1775

I long to hear that you have declared an in-
dependency. And, by the way, in the new
code of laws which I suppose it will be neces-
sary for you to make, I desire you would re-
member the ladies and be more generous and
favourable to them than your ancestors.

Do not put such unlimited power into the
hands of the husbands. Remember, all men
would be tyrants if they could.

If particular care and attention is not paid
to the ladies, we are determined to foment a
rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound
by any laws in which we have no voice or
representation.

Letter to John Adams, March 31, 1776

BROOKS ADAMS
(1848-1927)

American historian

The Law of Civilization and Decay (1897)

Thought is one of the manifestations of hu-
man energy, and among the eatlier and sim-
pler phases of thought two stand
conspicuous— Fear and Greed. Fear, which
by stimulating the imagination, creates a be-
lief in an invisible world, and ultimately de-
velops a priesthood; and Greed, which
dissipates energy in war and trade.
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HENRY (BROOKS) ADAMS 5

The Emancipation of Massachusetts (1887)

The power of the priesthood lies in the sub-
mission to a creed. In their onslaughts on re-
bellion they have exhausted human torments;
nor, in their lust for earthly dominion, have
they felt remorse, but rather joy, when slaying
Christ’s encries and their own.

HENRY (BROOKS) ADAMS
(1838-1918)

American historian

The Education of Henry Adams (1907)

Women have, commonly, a very positive
moral sense; that which they will, is right; that
which they reject, is wrong; and their will, in
most cases, ends by settling the moral.

Ch.6

A friend in power is a friend lost.
! Ch. 7

Chaos often breeds life when order breeds
habit. '
Ch. 16

A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell

where his influence stops.
Ch. 20

The study of history is useful to the histo-
rian by teaching him his ignorance of
women. . . . The woman who is known only

through a man is known wrong,
Ch. 23

Practical politics consists in ignoring facts.

The historian must not try to know what is
truth, if he values his honesty; for, if he cares
for his truths, he is certain to falsify his facts.

Ch. 24

Images are not arguments, rarely even lead
to proof, but the mind craves them, and, of
late more than ever, the keenest experimen-
ters find twenty images better than one, espe-
cially if contradictory; since the human mind
has already learned to deal in contradictions.

A stone arrowhead is as convincing as a
steam-engine. . . . To evolutionists may be left
the processes of evolution; to historians the
single interest is the law of reaction between
forces and force —between mind and

nature —the law of progress.
Ch. 34

The Degradation of the Democratic Dogma (1919)

The world is made up of a few immense
forces, each with an organization that corre-
sponds with its strength. The church stands
first; and at the outset we must assume that
the church will not and cannot accept any
science of history, because science by its defi-
nition, must exclude the idea of a personal
and active providence. The state stands next
and the hostility of the state would be as-
sumed toward any system or science that
might not strengthen its arm. Property is grow-
ing more and more timid and looks with ex-
treme jealousy on any new idea that might

* weaken its vested rights. Labor is growing

more and more self-confident and looks with
contempt on all theories that do not support
its own. Yet we cannot conceive of a science
of history that would not, directly or indi-
rectly, affect all these vast social forces.

If, finally, the science should prove that so-
ciety at a certain time revert to the church
and recover its old foundation of absolute
faith in a personal providence and a revealed
religion, it commits suicide.

A science cannot be played with. If an hy-
pothesis is advanced that obviously brings into
direct sequence of cause and effect all the
phenomena of human history, we must accept
it, and if we accept we must teach it. The
mere fact that it overthrows social organiza-
tions cannot affect our attitude. The rest of so-
ciety can accept or ignore, but we must follow
the new light no matter where it leads.
Presidential address, sent from Mexico as a message

to the American Historical Association, by its
president, 1894

Mont-Saint-Michel and Chartres (1904)

True it was, although one should not say it
jestingly, that the Virgin embarrassed the
Trinity; and perhaps this was the reason be-
hind all the other excellent reasons, why men
loved and adored her with a passion such as
no other deity has ever inspired. . . . Mary
concentrated in herself the whole rebellion of
man against fate; the contempt for human law
as its outcome; the whole unutterable fury of
human nature beating itself against the walls
of its prison-house, and suddenly seized by a
hope that in the Virgin man had found a door
of escape. . . . She cared not a straw for con-
ventional morality, and she'had no notion of
letting her friends be punished, to the tenth
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or any other generation, for the sins of their
ancestors or the peccadilloes of Eve.

The Puritans abandoned the New Testa-
ment and the Virgin in order to go back to
the beginning, and renew the quarrel with
Eve.

Man is an imperceptible atom always trying
to become one with God.

The two poles of social and political philos-
ophy seem necessarjly to be organization or
anarchy; man’s intellect or the forces of
nature.

Absolute liberty is absence of restraint; re-
sponsibility is restraint; therefore, the ideally
free individual is responsible only to himself.
This principle is the philosophical foundation
of anarchism, and, for anything that science
has yet proved, may be the philosophical
foundation of the universe; but it is fatal to all
society and is especially hostile to the State.

Letters of Henry Adams

Man has mounted science, and is now run
away . . . science will be the master of
man. . . . Some day science may have the exis-
tence of man in its power, and the human
race may commit suicide by blowing up the
world.
1862

The press is the hired agent of a monied
system, and set up for no other purpose than
to tell lies where their interests are involved.
One can trust nobody and nothing.

We shall some day catch an abstract truth
by the tail, and then we shall have our reli-
gion and our immortality.

Quoted in Ernest Samuels, Henry Adams:
The Middle Years (1958)

JOHN ADAMS
(1735-1826)
Second President of the United States

Diary and Autobiography

The Church of Rome has made it an arti-
cle of faith that no man can be saved out of
their church, and all other religious sects ap-
proach this dreadful opinion in proportion to
their ignorance, and the influence of ignorant
.or wicked priests.

February 16, 1756

Constitution of Massachusetts: Declaration of
Rights (1780)

The right of a nation to kill a tryant in case
of necessity can no more be doubted than to
hang a robber, or kill a flea.

A government of laws and not of men.

The Life and Works of John Adams (1851)

The priesthood have, in all ancient nations,
nearly monopolized learning. . . . And ever
since the Reformation, when or where has ex-
isted a Protestant or dissenting sect who
would tolerate A FREE INQUIRY? The
blackest billingsgate, the most ungentlemanly
insolence, the most yahooist brutality, is pa-
tently endured, countenanced, propagated,
and applauded. But touch a solemn truth in
collision with a dogma of a sect, though capa-
ble of the clearest proof, and you will soon
find you have disturbed a nest, and the hor-
nets will swarm about your eyes and hand,
and fly into your face and eyes.

Letter to John Taylor

Disscrtation on the Canon and the Feudal Law
(1765)

Liberty cannot be preserved without a
general knowledge among the people.

The preservation of the means of knowl-
edge among the lowest ranks is of more im-
portance to the public than all the property of
all the rich men in the country.

Let us dare to read, think, speak and write.

Let the pulpit resound with the doctrines
and sentiments of religious liberty. Let us hear
the dangers of thralldom of our consciences
from ignorance, extreme poverty, and depen-
dence; in short, from civil and political
slavery.

“A Defense of the Constitution of the United States
Against the Attack of M. Turgot” (1787-1788)

The way to secure Liberty is to place it in
the people’s hands, that is, to give them a
power at all times to defend it in the legisla-
ture and in the courts of justice. . . .

It is agreed that “the end of all government
is the good and ease of the people, in a secure
enjoyment of their rights without oppression;”
but it must be remembered that the rich are
people as well as the poor; that they have
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rights as well as others; that they have as clear
and as sacred a right to their large property as
others have to theirs which is smaller; that op-
pression of them is as possible and as wicked
as to others.

Property is surely a right of mankind as real
as liberty.

The proposition that the people are the
best keepers of their own liberties is not true.
They are the worst conceivable, they are no
keepers at all; they can neither judge, act,
think, or will, as a political body.

My country has in its wisdom contrived for
me the most insignificant office that ever the
invention of man contrived or his imagination
conceived.

Letter, written as Vice-President, 1789

The Hebrews have done more to civilize
men than any other nation. If I were an athe-
ist, and believed in blind eternal fate, I should
still believe that fate had ordained the Jews to
be the most essential instrument for civilizing
the nations.

Letter to F. A. Vanderkemp, July 13, 1815

The question before the human race is,
whether the God of nature shall govern the
world by his own laws, or whether priests and
kings shall rule it by fictitious miracles?

Letter to Jefferson, June 20, 1815 (Quoted by
Jefferson in a letter.)

. .. this would be the best of all possible
worlds, if there were no religion in it.
Letter to Jefferson, 1816 (Quoted by Jefferson in a
letter.)

Power must never be trusted without a

check.
Letter to Jefferson, February 2, 1816

The Revolution was effected before the war
commenced. The Revolution was in the
minds and hearts of the people; a change in
their religious sentiments, their duties and ob-
ligations. This radical change in the princi-
ples, opinions, sentiments and affections of
the people, was the real American Revolution.

Letter to Hezekiah Niles, February 15, 1818

SAMUEL ADAMS
(1722-1803)

American revolutionary leader

Independent Advertiser (1748)

I believe that no people ever yet groaned
under the heavy yoke of slavery but when they
deserved it.

JOSEPH ADDISON
(1672-1719)
English essayist, poet

Cato (1713)

A day, an hour, of virtuous liberty

Is worth a whole eternity in bondage.
“The Guardian, No. 3

Knowledge is, indeed, that which, next to
virtue, truly and essentially raises one man
above another.

"The Spectator, 239 (March 8, 1711

Gold is a wonderful clearer of the under-
standing; it dissipates every doubt and scruple
in an instant, accommodates itself to the
meanest capacities, silences the loud and

«clamorous, and brings over the most obstinate

and inflexible.

For as it is the chief concem of wise men
to retrench the evils of life by the reasonings
of philosophy; it is the employment of fools to
multiply them by the sentiments of
superstition.

To be an atheist requires an infinitely
greater measure of faith than to receive all the
great truths which atheism would deny.

ALFRED ADLER
(1870-1937)

Austrian pioneer of individual psychology

The Individual Psychology of Alfred Adler (1956,
ed. Heinz and Rowena Ansbacher)

To be human means to feel inferior.

To be a human being means to possess a
feeling of inferiority which constantly presses
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towards its own conquest. . . . The greater the
feeling of inferiority that has been experi-
enced, the more powerful is the urge for con-
quest and the more violent the emotional
agitation.

What Life Means to You (1931)

All failures—neurotics, psychotics, crimi-
nals, drunkards, problem children, suicides,
perverts, and prostitutes—are failures because
they are lacking in social interest.

If ever we hear of a case of lying, we must
look for a severe parent. A lie would have no
sense unless the truth were felt as dangerous.

Problems of Neurosis (1929)

———— e e

The truth is often a terrible weapon of ag-
gression. It is possible to lie, and even to mur-
der, with the truth. '

It is easier to fight for prmmp]es than to hve[
up to them.

' . [
| ‘

The tests of one’s behavior pattern: relation-
ship to society, relationship to one’s work, re-
lationship to sex.*

Vienna interview wn(h George Scldes, N.Y. World,
1926‘

MORTIMER ]. ADLER
(1902- ) .

American philosopher, educator

v

Every idea is a source of life and light
. which animates and illuminates the words,
facts, examples, and emotions that are
dead —or deadly—and dark without them.

Not to engage in this pursuit of ideas is to
live like ants instead of like men.
| Quoted in Saturday Review, November 22, 1958

In Aristotelian terms, the good leader must
have ethos, pathos and logos. The ethos is his
moral character, the source of his ability to -
persuade. The pathos is his ability to touch

*This is the gist of Adlerian thinking, he said.—G.S.

feelings, to move people emotionally. The
logos is his ability to give solid reasons for an,

action, to move people intellecttially.
Quoted in Time, June 15, 1974

AESCHYLUS H
(525-456 B.C.) ,
Greek dramatist

The Libation Bearers ) ;
T
High fortune,
this in man’s eye is god and more than god
is this.

Lines 59-60

Prometheus Bound ! 1
For only Zeus is free. X

Line 50
'

. against necessity,

agamst its strength, no one can fight and
win,
Lines 105——106

Words are healers of the sick tempered.)
Line 380

Agamemnon

Chorus: !
Zeus, who guided men to think
who laid it down that wisdom
comes alone through suffering.
Still there drips in sleep against the heart
grief of memory; against

our pleasure we are temperate.
Lmes 176180

Fear is stronger than arms.

Seven Against Thebes

it is yours [women’s] to be silent and stay
within doors.
Line 232

The Suppliant Maidens

Honor modesty more than your life.
Line 1012

Fragment 162

God is not averse to deceit in a holy cause.
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AESOP
(620-560 B.C.)
Greek fabulist

Aesop’s Fables

Better to die once for all, than live in con-
tinual terror.

Any excuse will serve a tyrant.
“The Wolf and the Lamb”

United we stand, divided we fall.
“The Four Oxen and the Lion”

(Jean) LOUIS (Rodolphe) AGASSIZ
(1807-1873)

Swiss-born, American naturalist

Agassiz at Penikese

The study of Nature i$ intercourse with the
highest Mind. You should never trifle with
Nature.

I cannot afford to waste my time making
money.
Letter refusing lecture course offer

Every great scientific truth goes through
three states: First, people say it conflicts with
the Bible; next, they say it has been discov-
ered before; lastly, they say they always be-
lieved it.

Attributed |

AGATHON*
(448-400 B.C.)
Athenian tragic poet

Even the gods cannot change history.
Quoted in Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics,
Bk. VI, Ch. 2, 1139b 10

JAMES AGEE
(1909-1955)

American writer

of each of us, our terrific responsibility toward
human life; toward the utmost idea of good-
ness, of the horror of terror, and of God.

ANNA AKHMATOVA
(1899-1966)

Russian poet

“Voronezh” (1936)

But Fear and the Muse in turn guard the
place

Where the banished poet has gone.

And the night that comes with quickened
pace

Is ignorant of dawn.

“Requiem” (1935)

This happened when only the dead wore
smiles—
They rejoiced at being safe from harm.
And Leningrad dangled from its jails
Like some unnecessary arm. . . .
Introduction

LEOPOLDO ALAS Y URENA (“Clarin”)
(1852-1901)

Spanish novelist and critic

The Cock of Socrates (1901)

He who would prove all life, leaves it
empty. To know the way of everything is to be
left with the geometry of things and with the
substance of nothing. To reduce the world to
an equation is to leave it without head or feet.

Let Us Now Praise Famous Men (1941)

In every child who is born, under no matter
what circumstances, and of no matter what
parents, the potentiality of the human race is
born again: and in him, too, once more, and

*Remembered chiefly because he was quoted by
Aristotle and Plato.

EDWARD ALBEE
(1928- )

American dramatist

Good writers define reality; bad ones
merely restate it. A good writer turns fact into
truth; a bad writer will, more often than not,

accomplish the opposite.
Quoted in The Saturday Review, May 4, 1966.
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!

ALCUIN (Flaccus A]bmus Alcuinus) OF
YORK

(735-804)

English scholar :

Works

Nor should we listen to those who say “The
voice of the people is the voice of God,” for
the turbulence of the mob is always close to
insanity. '

Epistle 127, letter to Charlemagne, 800 A.D.

ALEXANDER III (Alexander the Creat)
(356-323 B.C.) .
King of Macedonia

I will not steal a viétory.

The end and perfection of our victories is
to avoid the vices and infirmities of thdsc

whom we subdue.
Quoted in Plutarch, The Lives of The Noble
Grecians and Romans, “Alexander”

ETHAN ALLEN
(1738-1789)
American officer, Revolutionary War

“Reason the Only Oracle of Man,” pamphlet,
Bennington, Vermont, 1784 (first freethought
publication in America)

Reason the Only Oracle of Man.
Title

For mankind to hate truth as it may bring
their evil deeds to light and punishment, is
very easy and common, but to hate truth as
truth, or God as God, which is the same as to
hate goodness for its own sake, unconnected
with any other consequences, is impossible
even to a (premised) diabolical nature itself.

Page 31

There is not any thing, which has contrib-
uted so much to delude mankind in religious
matters, as mistaken apprehensions concern-
ing supernatural inspiration or revelation; not
considering, that all true religion originates
from reason, and can not otherwise be under-
stood, but by the exercisc and improvement
of it.

Page 200

THOMAS ]. ]. ALTIZER
(1927- ) ‘
Professor of Religion, Emory University

Theology itself is coming to confess that
ours is a time in which God is dead.*

We are not simply saying that modern man
is incapable of believing in God, or even that
we exist in a time in which God has chosen
to be silent. . . . A theological statement that
proclaims the death of God must mean that
God is not present in the Word of faith. . . .
He is truly absent, he is not simply hidden
from view, and therefore heis truly dead.

Contribution, The Christian Century,
July 7, 1965

It is not possible for any responsible person
to think that he can any longer know or expe-
rience God in nature, in history, in the eco-
nomic or political areas, or in anything which
is genuinely modern, whether in thought or
in experience. .

Contribution, The Journal of Religion,
April, 1963

God has died in His transcendent form and
reality and is now fully incarnate in every hu-
man face and hand. It is a way of saying that
Christ lives more fully and Jmore comprehen-
sively now than He has eve' lived before.

Contribution, Saturday Review,
June 25, 1966

ST. AMBROSE
(340-397)
Bishop of Milan

Letters

The wise man is always free; he is always
held in honor; he is always master of the laws.
The law is not made for the just, but for the
unjust. The just man is a man unto himself,
and he does not need to summon the law
from afar, for he carries it enclosed in his
heart. . ..

The wise man is free, since one who docs
as he wishes is free. . . . Because he does what
he wishes, the free man is wise. . . . One who
acts with wisdom has nothing to fear, for fcar

*T'he phrase, “God is dead,” was used by Nietzsche in
The Gay Science.
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lives in sin. Where there is no fear there is
liberty; where there is liberty there is the
power of doing what one wishes. Therefore,
only the wise man is free.

Letter to Simplicianus, c. 386

Let a woman show deference, not being a
slave to her husband; let her show she is ready
to be guided, not coerced.

Adam was deceived by Eve, not Eve by
Adam. . .. it is right that he whom that
woman induced to sin should assume the role
of guide lest he fall again through feminine
instability. ,

' Letter 63, 396

Hexameron

There is nothing evil save that which per-
verts the mind and shackles the conscience.
1,31

'

Flight from the World

Law is twofold —natural and written. The
natural law is in the heart, the written law on

tables. All men are under the natural law.
3.15

On the Duties of the Clergy

Nature has poured forth all things for the
common use of all men. And God has or-
"dained that all things should be produced that
there might be food in common for all, and
that the earth should be the common posses-
sion of all. Nature created common rights,
but usurpation has transformed them into pri-

vate rights.
1132

AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL
ASSOCIATION

Resolution

Race involves the inheritance of similar
physical variations by large groups of man-
kind, but its psychological and cultural con-
notations, if they exist, have not been
ascertained by science.

The terméi “Aryan” and “Semitic” have no
racial significance whatsoever. They simply
denote lingyistic families.

Anthropology provides no scientific basis
for discrimination against any people on the

grotind of racial inferiority, religious affiliation
or linguistic heritage.
December 1938

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

Annual Report, 1955-56

Liberty is always unfinished business.
' : Title

AMERICAN LEGION
(Founded 1919)

Society of veterans of U.S. armed forces

Constitution l
For God and Country, we associate our-
selves together for the following purposes: To
uphold and defend the Constitution of the
United States of America; to maintain law
and order; to foster and perpetuate a 100%
Americanism. .
Preamble

FISHER AMES
(1758-1808)

American statesman

The Dangers of American Liberty (1805)

A government by the passions of the multi-

tude, or, no less correctly, according to the

vices and ambitions of their leaders, is a de-

.mocracy. We have heard so long of the inde-

feasible sovereignty of the people, and have
admitted so many specious theories of the
rights of man, which are contradicted by his
nature and experience, that few will dread at
all, and fewer still will dread as they ought,
the evils of an American democracy.

The people as a body cannot deliberate.
Nevertheless, they will feel an irresistible im-
pulse to act, and their resolutions will be dic-
tated to them by their demagogues. . . . and
the violent men, who are the most forward to
gratify those passions, will be their favourites.
What is called the governient of the people
is in fact too often the arbitrary power of such
men. Here, then, we have the faithful portrait
of democracy. . . .

The truth is, and let it humble our pride,
the most ferocious of all animals, when his
passions are roused to fury and are uncon-
trolled, is man; and of all governments, the

"
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worst is that which never fails to excite, but
was never found to restrain their passions, that
is, democracy. It is an illuminated hell, that in
the midst of remorse, horror, and torture,
rings with festivity; for experience shews, that
one joy remains to this most malignant de-
scription of the damned, the power to make
others wretched.

Liberty has never yet lasted long in a de-
mocracy, nor has it ever ended in anything
better than despotism. With the change of our
government, our manners and sentiments will

change.
Attributed

HENRI FREDERIC AMIEL
(1821-1881)
Swiss philosopher

Amiel’s Journal 1849-1872 (pub. 1883, tr. Mrs.
Humphrey Ward)

Heroism is the brilliant triumph of the soul
over the flesh —that is to say, over fear: fear of
poverty, of suffering, of calumny, of sickness,
of isolation, and of death. There is no serious
piety without heroism. Heroism is the daz-
zling and glorious concentration of courage.

October 1, 1849

Action is but coarsened thought—thought

becomes concrete, obscure and unconscious.
December 30, 1850

Man defends himself as much as he can
against truth, as a child does against a medi-
cine, as the man of the Platonic cave did
against the light. He does not willingly follow
his path, but has to be dragged along
backward.

The natural liking for the false has several
causes: the inheritance of prejudices, which
produces an unconscious habit, a slavery; the
predominance of the imagination over reason,
which affects the understanding; the predomi-
nance of the passions over the conscience,
which depraves the heart; the predominance
of the will over the intelligence, which vitiates
the character.

A lively, disinterested, persistent liking for
truth is extraordinarily rare. Action and faith
enslave thought, both of them in order not to
be troubled or inconvenienced by reflection,
criticism and doubt.

Truth is not only violated by falsehood; it
may be outraged by silence.

Without passion man is a mere latent force
and possibility, like the flint which awaits the
shock of the iron before it can give forth its
spark.

Self-interest is but the survival of the ani-
mal in us. Humanity only begins for man
with self-surrender.
December 17, 1856

The great artist is the simplifier.
November 25, 1861

We are always making God our accom-
plice, that so we may legalize our own iniqui-
ties. Every successful massacre is consecrated
by a Te Deum, and the clergy have never
been wanting in benedictions for any victori-
ous enormity.

October 6, 1866

The efficacy of religion lies precisely in
what is not rational, philosophic, nor eternal;
its efficacy lies in the unforeseen, the miracu-
lous, the extraordinary. Thus religion attracts
more devotion according as it demands more
faith—that is to say, as it becomes more in-
credible to the profane mind.

June 5, 1870

In order to see Christianity, one must forget
almost all the Christians.

Philosophy means, first, doubt; and after-
wards the consciousness of what knowledge
means, the consciousness of uncertainty and
of ignorance, the consciousness of limit,
shade, degree, possibility. The ordinary man
doubts nothing and suspects nothing.

Emancipation from error is the condition
of real knowledge.
August 30, 1872

The philosopher aspires to explain away all
mysteries, to dissolve them into light. Mystery,
on the other hand, is demanded and pursued
by the religious instinct; mystery constitutes
the essence of worship.

To know how to grow old is the master-
work of wisdom, and one of the most difficult
chapters in the great art of living.

September 21, 1874

A belief is not true because it is useful.
November 15, 1876



MAYA ANGELOU 13

ANACHARSIS
(fl. c. 600 B.C.)
Scythian philosopher

ANAXIMANDER OF MILETUS
(fl. c. 545 B.C.)
Greek philosopher

Written laws are like spiders’ webs, and will
like them only entangle and hold the poor

" and weak, while the rich and powerful easily

break through them.
Quoted in Plutarch, The Lives of The Noble

Grecians and Romans, “Solon”

The market-place is a place set aside where
men may deceive and overreach each other.
, Quoted in Diogenes Laértius, Sententiae

What is man’s chief enemy? Each man is
his own.
Quoted in Stobaeus,
Flor, 11, 43

ANACREON
(c. 568-478 B.C.)
Greek lyric poet

Fragment (c. 500 B.C.)

Nature has given hearts to bulls, hoofs to
horses, swiftness to hares, the power of swim-

" ming to fishes, of flying to birds, understand-

ing to men. She had nothing more for
women save beauty. Beauty is proof against
spears and shields. She who is beautiful is
more formidable than fire and iron.

Odes

Cursed he be above all others
Who's enslaved by love of money.

Money takes the place of brothers,
Money takes the place of parents,

Money brings us war and slaughter.
XLVI

ANAXANDRIDES ‘
(died c. 520 B.C.) :

Spartan ruler

Fragments

To be a slave to pleasure is the life of a har-
lot, not of a man.

It is good to die before one has done any-
thing deserving of death.

'

Living creatures arose from the 'moist ele-
ment as it was evaporated by the sun. Man
was like another animal, namely a fish, in the
beginning. ' '

The Presocratic Philosophers, ed. G.S. Kirk and
J.E. Raven, 1957; Fragment 139, Hippolytus,
Ref. 1,6,6

SHERWOOD ANDERSON
(1876-1941)

American writer

Winesburg, Ohio (1919)

Everyone in the world is Christ and they
are all crucified.
“The Philosopher”

LEONID ANDREYEV
(1871-1919)
Russian writer

Savva (1914)

What do I want? To free the earth, to free
martkind. k

[ want to do away with everything behind
mar, so that there is nothing to see when he
looks back. I want to take him by the scruff of
his neck and turn his face toward the future!

MAYA ANGELOU
(1928- )

American writer

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (1968)

Oh, Black known and unknown poets, how
often have your auctioned pains sustained us?
Who will compute the lonely nights made
less lonely by your songs, or by the empty;pots
made less tragic by your tales?

If we were a people much given to reveal-
ing secrets, we might raise monuments and
sacrifice to the memories of our poets, but
slavery cured us of that weakness. It may be
enough, however, to have it said that we sur-
vive in exact relationship to the dedication of
our poets (include preachers, musicians and
blues singers).
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Children’s talent to endure stems from
their ignorance of alternatives.

ST. ANSELM
(c. 1033-1109)
Archbishop of Canterbury

Proslogion

Nor do [ seck to understand that [ may be-
lieve, but I believe that I may understand. For
this too | believe, that unless I first believe, [
shall not understand.

SUSAN B(rownell) ANTHONY
(1820-1906)

American women’s suffrage advocate

Women’s Rights to Suffrage (address, 1873)

It was we, the people; not we, the white
male citizens, nor yet we, the male citizens;
but we, the whole people, who formed the
Union.

For any state to make sex a qualification
that must ever result in disenfranchisement of
an entire half of the people is to pass a bill of
attainder, or an ex post facto law, and is there-
fore in violation of the supreme law of the
land.

. .. this oligarchy of sex, which makes fa-
thers, brothers, husband and sons, the oli-
garchs over the mother and sisters, the wife
and daughters of every household—which or-
dains all men sovereigns, all women subjects,
carries dissension, discord, and rebellion into
every house of the nation.

Men, their rights and nothing more;
women, their rights and nothing less.
Conclusion

ANTIPHANES
(388-311 B.C))

Greek comic dramatist

Fragment

I trust only one thing in a woman; that she
will not come to life again after she is dead.
In all others things I distrust her.

ANTISTHENES
(c. 445-365 B.C.)
Founder, Cynic School of Philosophy

The most useful piece of learning for the
uses of life is to unlearn what is untrue.
Quoted in Noyes, Views of Religion

GUILLAUME APOLLINAIRE (né
Kostrowitsky)
(1880-1918)

Italian-born French poet

Surrealism
Invented word

Alcools (1913)
Perdre

La vie pour trouver la Victoire.

Lose Life to find Victory.

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS (Thomas of
Aquin) .
(1225-1274)

Scholastic philosopher

Summa Theologica, Pt. 1, First Part

Human salvation demands the divine dis-
closure of truths surpassing reason.
Q.1, art.1, “I answer that. .. .”

Whether God Exists?

Objection 1. It seems that God does not ex-
ist, because if one of two contraries be infi-
nite, the other would be altogether destroyed.
But the name “God” means that He is infinite
goodness. If, therefore, God existed, there
would be no evil discoverable; but there is
evil in the world. Therefore God does not
exist.

I answer that, The existence of God can be
proved in five ways.

The first and the more manifest way is the
argument from motion. It is certain, and evi-
dent to our senses, that in the world some
things are in motion. Now whatever is moved
is moved by another, for nothing can be in
motion except it is in potentiality to that
towards which it is moved; whereas a thing
moves inasmuch as it is in act. . . . It is there-
fore impossible that in the same respect and
in the same way a thing could be both mover
and moved, i.e., that it should move itself.
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Therefore, whatever is moved must be moved
by another. . . . But this cannot go on to infin-
ity, because then there would be no first
mover, and consequently, no other mover. . . .
Therefore it is necessary to arrive at the first
mover, moved by no other; and this everyone

understands to be God.
.Q.2, art.3

... we attribute to Him some things known
by divine revelation, to which natural reason
cannot reach, as, for instance, that God is
Three in'One.

' Q. 12, art. 13, Reply Obj. 1

God wills all men to be saved by His ante-
cedent will, which is to will not absolutely,
but relatively; and not by his consequent will,
which is to will absolutely.

Q. 23, art. 5, Reply Obj. 3

God can remove all corruption of the mind
and body from a woman who has been se-
duced; but the fact that she has been seduced
cannot be removed from her. In the same
way, it is impossible that the fact of having
sinned and lost charity can be removed from

the sinner.
Q. 25, art. 4, Reply Obj. 3

Man should not consider his material pos-
sessions his own, but as common to all, so as
to share them without hesitation when others
are in need.

For things which are generated and cor-
rupted, in which alone there can be natural
evil, are a very small part of the whole uni-
verse. Then again, defects in nature are found
in every species only in a small number of
cases. In man alone does evil manifest itself in
the majority of cases. For the good of man as
regards the senses of the body is not the good
of man as man, but the good according to the
rcason. More men, however, follow the sense

rather than the reason.
Q. 49, art. 3, Reply Obj. 5

And therefore the Philosopher [Aristotle]
says in Metaphysics vi that good and evil,
which are objects of the will, are in things,
but truth and error, which are objects of the

intellect, are in the mind.
Q. 82, art. 3, “l answer that...”

Man has free choice, or otherwise counsels,
exhortations, commands, prohibitions, re-

wards and punishments would be in vain.
Q. 83, “l answer that...”

As regards the individual nature, woman is
defective and misbegotten, for the active
power in the male seed tends to the produc-
tion of a perfect likeness in the masculine sex;
while the production of woman comes from
defect in the active power, or from some ma-
terial indisposition, or even from some exter-
nal influence, such as that of a south wind,
which is moist, as the Philosopher [Aristotle]
observes. On the other hand, as regards uni-
versal human nature, woman is not misbegot-
ten, but is included in naturc’s intentions as
directed to the work of generation. Now the
universal intention of nature depends on
God, Who is the Author of nature.

Q. 92, art. 1, Reply Obj. 1

It was right for woman to be made from a
rib of man. First, to signify the social union of
man and woman, for the woman should nei-
ther use authority over man, and so she was
not made from his head; nor was it right for
her to be subject to man’s contempt as his
slave, and so she was not made from his
feet. . .. '

Q. 92, art. 3, “I answer that .. ."

Perfection of moral virtue does not wholly
take away the passions, but regulates
them. . .. :
Q. 95, art. 3, Reply Obj. 3

Good can exist without evil, whereas evil

cannot exist without good . . . .
Q. 109, art. 2, Reply Ob;j. |

Sunnna Theologica, Pt. 1, Second Part

And if we wish to know the order of all the
passions in the way of generation, love and
hatred are first; desire and aversion second;
hope and despair third; fear and daring
fourth; anger, fifth; sixth and last, joy and sad-
ness, which follow from all the passions. . . .
yet so that love precedes hatred, desire pre-
cedes aversion. hope precedes despair, fear
precedes daring, and joy precedes sadness.

"To suffer ecstasy is a means to be placed
outside oneself.

Summa Theologica, Pt. 11, Second Part

When a thing is done again and again, it
seems to proceed from a deliberate judgment
of reason. Accordingly, custom has the force
of a law, abolishes law, and is.the inter-
preter of law.

Q. 97, art. 3, “I answer that .. "
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The light of faith makes us see what we

believe.
Q. 1, art. 4, Reply Obj. 3

. For it is a much graver matter to corrupt
the faith which quickens the soul, than to
forge money, which supports temporal life.
Therefore forgers of money and other evil-
doers are condemned to death at once by the
secular authority, much more reason is there
for heretics, as soon as they are convicted of
heresy, to be not only condemned to excom-
munication but even to be put to death

Commumty of goods is ascribed to the nat-
ural law, not that the natural law dictates that
all things should be possessed in common
and that nothing should be possessedias one’s
own; but because the division of possessions is
not according to the natural law, but rather
arose from human agreements which belong
to positive law. . . . Hence the ownership of
possessions is not contrary to the natural law,
but an addition thereto devised by human

reason. B
Q. 94, art. 5, Reply Obj. 3

Some say that when pleasure is the chief
motive of the marriage act it is a mortal sin;
that when it is an indirect motive it is a venial
sin; and that when it spurhs the pleasure alto-
gether, and is displeasing,'it is wholly void of
venial sin; so that it would be a mortal sin to
take pleasure when it is offered, but that per-
fection requires one to detest it. But this is im-
possible since . . . the same judgment applies
to pleasure as to action, because pleasure in a
good action is good, and in an evil action,
evil; therefore as the marriage act is not evil
in itself, neither will it be always a mortal sin
to seek pleasure therein.

Consequently the nght answer to this ques‘
tion is that if pleasure is sought in such a way
as to exclude the honesty of marriage, so that
it is not as a wife but as a woman that a man
treats his wife, and that he is ready to use her
in the same way if she were not his wife, it is
a mortal sin . . . if, however, he seek pleasure
within the bounds of marriage, so that it is not
to be sought in another than his wife, it is a
venial sin.

The Summa Contra Gentiles 111

If God had deprived the world of all these
things which proved an occasion of sin, the
universe would have been imperfect. Nor was

it fitting for the common good to be destroyed
in order that individual evil might be avoided,
especially as God is so powerful that He can

direct any evil to a good end.
Ch. LXXI

Two Precepts of Charity

Three things are necessary for the salvation.
of man: to know what he ought to believe; %o
know what he ought to desire; and to know
what he ought to do.

That the saints may enjoy their beatitude
and the grace of God more abundantly, they
are permitted to see the punishment of the
damned in Hell.

Quoted in Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of
Morals, 1, 5.

JOHN ARBUTHNOT
(1667-1735)
Scottish writer, physician

All political parties die at last of swallowing
their own lies.
Epigram; quoted in Garnett, Life of Emerson

The History of John Bull (1712)

Law is a bottomless pit, it is a cormorant, a
Harpy that devoures everything,

ARCHIMEDES
(c. 287-212 B.C.)

Greek mathematician

Give me a place to stand and I will move
the world.
Pappus, Synagoge, VIII, 10, xi

ARCHYTAS OF TARENTUM
(fl. ¢.400-350 B.C.)

Pythagorean mathematician, philosopher

No more deadly curse has ever been given
by nature to man ‘than carnal pleasure. There
is no criminal purpose and no evil deed
which the lust for pleasure will not drive man
to undertake.

Quoted in Cicero, De Senectute, Ch. 12
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ROBERT ARDREY
(1908-1980)

American writer

The Social Contract (1970)

Aggressiveness is the principal guarantor of
survival.

REINALDO ARENAS
(1943-1990)

Cuban writer

Before Night Falls (1992)

All the rulers of the world, that reactionary
class always in power, and the powerful
within any system, must feel grateful to AIDS
because a good part of the marginal popula-
tion, whose only aspiration is to live and who
therefore oppose all dogma and political hy-
pocrisy, will be wiped out.

HANNAH ARENDT
(1906-1975)

German-born American political
philosopher

The Life of the Mind, unfinished trilogy

Thinking, willing and judging are the three
basic fundamental activities. They cannot be
derived from each other and although they
have certain common characteristics, they
cannot be reduced to a common
denominator.

Contributions to The New Yorker

The most radical revolutionary will become

a conservative the day after the revolution.
September 12, 1970

. .. the way God has been thought of for
thousands of years is no longer convincing; if
anything is dead, it can only be the traditional

thought of God.
November 21, 1970

Mathematics, the non-empirical science
par excellence . . . the science of sciences, de-
livering the key to those laws of nature and
the universe which are concealed by
appearances.

Nothing we use or hear or touch can be ex-
pressed in words that equal what is given by

the senses. . . . Was it not precisely the discov-
ery of a discrepancy between words, the me-
dium in which we think, and the world of ap-
pearances, the medium in which we live, that
led to philosophy and metaphysics in the first
place?

Fear is an emotion indispensable for
survival.

What science and the quest for knowledge
are after is irrefutable truth; that is, proposi-
tions that human beings are not free to
reject —that are compelling. They are of two
kinds, as we have known since Leibnitz: truths
of reasoning and truths of fact.

It is more than likely that if men were ever
to lose the appetite for meaning which we
call thinking, and cease to ask unanswerable
questions, they would lose not only the ability
to produce those thought-things which we
call works of art but also the capacity for ask-
ing all the unanswerable questions upon

which every civilization is founded. '
November 21, 1977

Absence of thought is indeed a powerful
factor in human affairs—statistically speaking
the most powerful.

Every thought is an afterthought.

... the intramural warfare between philoso-

phy and common sense.
November 28, 1977

. . . with the rise of Christianity, faith re-
placed thought as the bringer of immortality.

.. . Nietzsche reversed Plato, forgetting that
a reversed Plato is still Plato. . .. Marx . ..
turned Hegel upside down, producing a very
Hegelian system of history in the process.

There are no dangerous thoughts; thinking
itself is dangerous.

The sad truth is that most evil is done by
people who never make up their minds to be
either good or evil.

Unthinking men are like slecpwalkers.
December 5, 1977

PIETRO ARETINO
(1492-1556)

Italian writer

“La Talanta”

He who is not impatient is not in love.
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LUDOVICO ARIOSTO ARISTOTLE
(1474-1533) (384-322)

Italian poet ' Greek philosopher
Orlando Furioso (1532) De Anima

Nature made him —then broke the mold.
)

We soon believe the things we would
believe. '

They think they have God Almighty by the

toe.

ARISTOPHANES
(c. 450-385 B.C.)
Athenian poet, dramatist

The Birds (414 B.C.)

The wise learn many things from their foes.
Line 375

By words the mind is winged.
‘ Line 1447

The Knights (424 B.C.)

The qualities necessary for a demagogue
are these: to be foul-mouthed, base-born, a

low, mean fellow.
Line 217

To plunder, to lie, to show your arse, are

three essentials for climbing high.
Line 180

Lysistrata (411 B.C.)

How true is the saying, “It is impossible to
live with the tormentors [women], impossible

to live without them.”
Line 1038

The Clouds (423 B.C.)

Old men are twice children.
Line 1417

To perceive is to suffer.

Nicomachean Ethics

Every art and every inquiry, and similarly
every action and pursuit, is thought to aim at

, some good: and for this reason the good has
. rightly been declared to be that at which all
- things aim.

Bk.I, ch. 1, 1094a, lines 1-3

... most men, and men of the most vulgar
type, seem (not without some ground) to
identify the good, or happiness, with pleasure;
which is the reason why they love the life of
enjoyment.

Bk.I, ch. 5, 1095b, lines 14-17

The mass of mankind.are evidently slavish
in their tastes, preferring a life suitable'to
beasts. . . .

Bk.I, ch. 5, 1095b, lines 19-20

... people of superior refinement and of
active disposition identify happiness with hon-
our; for this is, roughly speaking, the end of
the political life.

Bk.I, ch. 5, 1095b, lines 22-23

The life of money-making is one under-
taken under compulsion, and wealth!is evi-
dently not the good we are seeking; for it is
merely useful for the sake of something else.

Bk. 1, ch. 5, 1096a, Tines 5-7

... as sight is in the body, so is reason in
the soul. . .. A
Bk. I, ch. 6, 1096b, lines 29-30

... the self-sufficient we now define as that
which when isolated makes life desirable and
lacking in nothing; and such we think happi-
ness® to be; and further we think it most de-
sirable of all things.

Bk. L, ch. 7, 1097b, lines 15-17

*The Greek word usually translated as “happiness” as
used by Aristotle (as well as by Plato and the Stoics)
should, according to noted scholars, be translated as
“well-being.”
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For one swallow does not make a summer,
nor does one day; and so too one day, or a
short time, does not make a man blessed or

happy.
Bk. I, ch. 7, 1098a, lines 18-19

For the man who flies from and fears every-
thing and does not stand hjs ground against
anything becomes a coward, and the man
who fears nothing at all but goes to mleet ev-
ery danger becomes rash; and similarly the
man who indulges in every pleasure and ab-
stains from none becomes self-indulgent.
while the man who shuns every pleasure, as
boors do, becomes in a way insensible; tem-
perance and courage, then, are destroyed by
excess and defect, and preserved by the mean.

Bk.II, ch. 2, 11044, lines 20-25

But not every action nor every passion ag-
mits of a mean; for some have names that al-
ready imply badness, e.g. spite, shamelessness,

envy, and in the case of actions adultery, theft, .

murder. . . . Nor does goodness or badness ,
with regard to such things depend on com!
mitting adultery with the right woman, at the
right time, and in the right way, but simply to
do any of them is to go wrong,

Bk.IL, ch. 6, 1107a, lines 10-18

With regard to honour and dishonour the
mean is proper pride, the excess is known asla
sort of empty vanity, and the deficiency un- '
due humility.

* Bk, ch. 7, 1107b, lines 22-?5

By passions I mean appetite, anger, fear,
confidence, envy, joy, friendly feelings ha-
tred, longing, emulation, pity, and in general
the feelings that are accompanied by pleasure
or pain.-

Bk.IL, ch. 5, 1105b, lines 21-23

Now death is the most terrible of things; for
it is the end, and nothing is thought to be any

]onger cither good or bad for the dead.
Bk.III, ch. 5, 11154, line 26

The man, then, who faces and who fears
the right things and from the right motive,
in the right way and at the right time, and
who feels confidence under the correspond-

ing conditions, is brave.
Bk.III, ch. 7, 1115b, lines 16-18

But to die to escape from poverty or love or
anything painful is not the mark of a brave
man, but rather of a coward: for it is softness
to fly from what is troublesome, and such a

man endures death not because it is noble
but to fly from evil.
Bk.IIl, ch. 7, 1116a, lines 12-15

. for the lesser evil is reckoned a good in
comparison with the greater evil, since the
lesser evil is rather to be chosen than the

greater. . . .
Bk. V, ch. 3, 1131b, lines 20-22

What creates the problem is that the equi-
table is just, but not legally just but a correc-
tion of legal justice. The reason is that all law
is universal but about some things it is not
possible to make a universal statement which
shall be correct.

Bk. V, chl. 10, 1137b, lines 11-15

[

Truth ...
intellectual.
[ The attainment of truth indeed is the
function of every part of the intellect. (Loeb

tr.)l
1 ‘ Bk. VI, ch. 2, 1139a, line 30

is the work of everything

. the states of virtue by which the soul
possesses truth by way of affirmation or denial
are five in number, i.e., art, scientific knowl-
edge, practical wisdom, philosophic wisdom,
intuitive reason; we do not include judgment
and opinion because in these we may be

mistaken.
Bk. VI, ch. 2, 1139b, lines 15-19

All art is concerned with coming into
being.
Bk. VI, ch. 4, 1140a, line 11

. man is not the best thing in the world.
Bk. VI, ch. 7, 1141a, line 22

Surely it is strange, too, to make the su-
premely happy man a solitary; for no one
would choose the whole world on condition
of being alone, since man is a political crea-
ture and one whose nature is to live with

others.
Bk. IX, ch. 8, 1169b, lines 16-19

The happy life is thought to be virtuous:
now a virtuous life requires exertion, and does

not consist in amusement. .
Bk. X, ch. 6, 11772

. the activity of God, which surpasses all
others in blessedness, must be contemplative;
and of human activities, therefore, that which
is most akin to this must be most of the na-

ture of happiness.
Bk.X, ch. 8, 1178b, line 23
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Metaphysics

All men by nature desire to know.

Bk., ch. 1, 980a, line 23 .

. we do not know a truth without know-

ing its cause.
Bk.I, ch. 1, 993D, line 22

It is right also that philosophy should be
called knowledge of the truth.
Bk.II, ch. 1, 993b, line20

Poetics

Tragedy is an imitation not of human be-
ings but of action, life, happiness, and
unhappiness.

Comedy aims at representing men as

worse, Tragedy as better than in actual life.
BL.II, ch. 2, 14484, linc 18

A tragedy, then, is the imitation of an ac-
tion that is serious and also, as having magni-
tude, complete in itself; in language with
pleasurab]e accessories, each kind brought in
separately in the parts of the work; in a dra-
matic, not in a narrative form; with incidents
arousing pity and fear, wherewith to accom-

plish its catharsis of such emotions.
BK.IL, ch. 6, 1449b, lines 25-30

. a whole is that which has a beginning,
a middle, and an end. . . . A well-constructed
Plot, therefore, cannot either begin or end at
any point one likes; beginning and end in it

must be of the forms just described.
Bk.II, ch. 7, 1450b, lines 26-34

Character must be true to life; for this is a
distinct thing from goodness and
propriety. . ..
Bk.XV, ch. 15, 14544, line 25

Politics

.man is . .. a political animal.

Bk.I, ch. 2, 1253a, line |

And it is characteristic of man that he
alone has any sense of good and evil, of just
and unjust, and the like, and the association
of living beings who have this sense makes a
family and a state.

Bk.I, ch. 2, 1253a, lines 15-18

. the state is by nature clearly prior to the
family and to the individual, since the whole

is of necessity prior to the part. . ..
Bk.I, ch. 2, 1253a, line 20

But he who is unable to live in society, or
who has no need because he is sufficient for
himself, must be either a beast or a god.

Bk.I, ch. 2, 1253a, lines 27-29

Life is doing things, not mang things.
Bk.I, ch. 4, 1254a, line 7

He is by nature a slave who is capable of
belonging to another.
* Bk.l, ch. 4, 12544, line 15

Also, as regards male and female, the

" former is superior, the latter is inferior; the

male is ruler, the female is subject.
Bk.I, ch. 4, 1254b, lines 1015

One would have thought that it was even
more necessary to limit population than prop-
erty. ... The neglect of this subject, which in
existing states is so common, is a never-failing
cause of poverty among the citizens; and pov-

erty is the parent of revolution and crime.
Bk. 11, ch. 6, 1265b, lines 6-12

The law is reason unaffected by desire.
Bk. 111, ch. 16, 1287a, line 32

There exists in nature a principle of leader-
ship and rulership, as also of social union
based on justice and expediency. But there is
no natural principle of dictatorship or another
constitution which is a perversion. All the lat-
ter are contrary to naturc.

Bk. HI, ch. 16, 1287b

Now, to judge at least from what has been
said, it is manifest that, where men are alike
and equal, it is ncither expedient nor just that
one man should be lord of all, whether there
are laws, or whether there are no laws, but he
himself is in the place of law. Neither should
a good man be lord over good men, nor a bad
man over bad: nor, even if he excels in virtue,
should he have a right to rule, unless oft a
particular case, at which | have already
hinted, and to which I will once more recur.

Bk. III, ch. 16, line 1288a, lines 1-5

If liberty and equality, as is thought by
some, are chiefly to be found in democracy,
they will be best attained when all persons
alike share in the government to the utmost.

. good laws, if they are not obeyed, do

not constitute good government.
Bk.1V, ch. 8, 12943, line 4

. for the principle of an aristocracy is vir-
tue, as wealth is of an oligarchy, and freedom
of a democracy.

Bk. IV, ch. 8, 1294a, line 10
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Thus it is manifest that the best political
community is formed by citizens of the mid-
dle class, and that those states are likely to be
well-administéred in which the middle class is
large, and stronger if possible than both the

other classcs. . ..
Bk. 1V, ch. 11, 1295b, lines 35-37

Revolutions in democracies are generally
caused by the intemperance of demagogues,
who either in their private capacity lay infor-
mation against rich men until they compel
them to combine (for a common danger
unites even the bitterest enemies), or cpming
forward in public stir up the people against

them.
Bk. V, ch. 5, 1304b, lings 20-24
|

We cannot learn without pain.

The only stable state is the one in which
all men are equal before the law.

Democracy, for example, arises but of the
notion that those who ‘are equal in any respect
are equal in all respects; because men are
equally free, they claim to be absolutely
equal.

Bk. V, ch. 1, 1301a, lines 28-30

Equality consists in the same treatment of
similar persons, and no government can stand

which is not founded on justice.
Bk. Vil

Rhetoric ‘ ! t

Bk.I
The type of character produced by wealth

lies on the surface for all to see. Wealthy men
are insolent and arrogant; their possession of
wealth affects their understanding; they feel as
if they had every good thing that exists; wealth
becomes a standard of value for everything
else, and therefore they imagine there is noth-
ing they cannot buy They are luxurious and
ostentatious; . . . ostentatious and vulgar.

The intention makes the crime.

In a word, the type of chargcter produced
by wealth is that of a prosperous fool.

The forms of Virtue are: justice, courage,
magnificence, magnanimity, liberality, gentle-
ness, prudence, wisdom.

Every action must be due to one or other of
seven causes: chance, nature, compulsion,
habit, reasoning, anger, or appetite.

Reason is a light that God has kindled in
the soul.

The end of democracy is freedom; of oli-
garchy, wealth; of aristocracy the maintenance
of education and national institutions, of tyr-
anny, the protection of the tyrant.

Bk.II

There was never a genius without a tinc-
ture of madness. ’
Quoted in Seneca, De Tranquilitate Anima

When the people is'master of the vote it
becomes master of the government.
Quoted in The Constitution of Athens

Beauty is the gift of God.
onted by Diogenes Laértius

| count him braver who overcomes his de-
sires than him who conquers his enemies; for
the hardest victory is the victory over self.
Quoted in Stobacus, Floritegium

The end of art is to figure the hidden
meaning of things and not their appearance;
for in this profound truth lies their true real-
ity, which does not appear in their external
outlines.

Quoted in Malraux, Metamorphosis of the Gods,

1957

NEIL ARMSTRONG
(1930- )

American astronaut

First words spoken on the moon

That's one small step for a man, one great

leap for mankind.
) ]uIyZO 1969, 4:17:40 PM. EST
|

MATTHEW ARNOLD .
(1822-1888)
English poet, critic, essayist

T

Cultureland Anarchy (1869)

The people who believe most that our
greatness and welfare are proved by our being
very rich, and who most give their lives and
thoughts to becoming rich, are just the very
people whom we call Philistines.

In the same way let us judge the religious
organizations which we see all around us. Do
not let us deny the good and the happiness
which they have accomplished, but do not let
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us fail to see clearly that their idea of human
perfection is narrow and inadequate; and that
the Dissidence of Dissent and the Protestant-
ism of the Protestant religion will never bring
humanity to its goal.

... we call ourselves, in the sublime and
aspiring language of religion which I have be-
fore noticed, children of God. Children of
God;—it is an immensc pretension! —and
how are we to justify it? By the works that we
do, and the words which we speak.

The pursuit of perfection, then, is the pur-
suit of sweetness and light. . . . He who works
for sweetness and light, works to make reason
and the will of God prevail. He who works for
machincry, he who works for hatred, works
only for confusion. Culture looks around ma-
chinery and beyond machinery, culture hates
hatred, culture has a great passion, the pas-
sion for sweetness and light. It has one yct
even greater! —the passion for making them
prevatl.

The great men of culture are those who
have had a passion for diffusing, for making
prevail, for carrying from one end of society to
the other, the best knowledge, the best ideas
of their time; who have labored to divest
knowledge of all that was harsh, uncouth, dif-
ficult, abstract, professional, exclusive; to hu-
manize it, to make it efficient outside the
clique of the cultivated and lcarned, yet still
remain the best knowledge and thought of the
time, and a true source, therefore, of sweet-
ness and light.

Culture is then properly described not as
having its origin in curiosity, but as having its
origin in the love of perfection: it is a study of
perfection.

The uppermost idea with Hellenism is to
see things as they really are; the uppermost
idea with Hebraism is conduct and
obedience.

Philistine gives the notion of something
particularly stiffnecked and perverse in the re-
sistance to light and its children; and therein
it especially suits our middle-class.

Thus we have got three distinct terms, Bar-
barians, Philistines and Populace, to denote
roughly the three classes into which our soci-

ety is divided.

Essays in Criticism

... home* of lost causes, and forsaken be-
liefs, and unpopular names, and impossible
loyalties!

Preface

Discourses in America

To have the sense of creative activity is the
great happiness and the great proof of being
alive.

“The Functions of Criticism,” 1864

Masses make movements, individualities
explode them.

“Literature and Science,” 1865

“The Buried Life” (1852)

—Alas, is even Love too weak

To unlock the heart, and let it speak?

Are even lovers powerless to reveal

To one another what indeed they feel?

I knew the mass of men conceal’d

Their thoughts, for fear that if reveal’d

They would by other men be met

With blank indifference, or with blame
reprov'd:

I knew they livid and mov'd

Trickd in disguises, alien to the rest

Of men, and alien to themselves—and yet

The same heart beats in every human

breast.
St. 2

“The Scholar Gypsy” (1853)

Thou waitest for the spark from Ilcaven:
and we,

Vague half-believers of our casual creeds,

Who never deeply felt, not clearly will'd,

Whose insight never has borne fruit in
deeds,

Whose weak resolves never have been
fulfill’d,

For whom each year we see

Breeds new beginnings, disappointments
new;

Who hesitate and falter life away,

And lose to-morrow the ground won
today—

Ah, do not we, Wanderer, await it too?

St. 18

*A reference to Oxford.
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“Rugby Chapel” (1857)

Most men eddy about
Here and there—eat and drink,
Chatter and love and hate,
Gather and squander, are raised
Aloft, are hurl'd in the dust,
Striving blindly, achieving
Nothing; and then they die—
St. 6

“Written in Emerson’s Essays” (1849)

The will is free:
Strong is the Soul, and wise, and beautiful:
The seeds of godlike power are in us still:
Gods are we, Bards, Saints, Heroes, if we
will. —

“Dover Beach™” (1867)

Ah, love, let us be true
To one another! for the world, which seems
To lie before us like a land of dreams,
So various, so beautiful, so new,
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light,
Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain;
And we are here as on a darkling plain
Swept with confused alarms of struggle and
flight,

Where ignorant armies clash by night.

St. 34

“To a Friend” (1849)

Who saw life steadily, and saw it whole:
Sonnet 2

The Bible is no longer dogma, it is
literature,
Quoted by Noyes, Views of Religion

RAYMOND ARON
(1905-1983)

French political philosopher, journalist

The Great Debate, The Opium of the Intellectuals
(1965) .

The Left is dominated by three ideas,
which are not necessarily contradictory, but
usually divergent: liberty, against arbitrary
power and for the rights of the individual; or-
ganization, for the purpose of substituting a
rational order in place of tradition or the an-
archy of private enterprise; and equality,

against the privileges of birth and wealth.
Page 32

The myth of the Revolution serves as a re-
fuge for utopian intellectuals; it becomes the
mysterious, unpredictable intercessor between
the real and the ideal.

Page 65

Far from being the science of working-class
misfortunc, Marxjsm is an intellectualist phi-
losophy which has seduced certain groups of
the proletariat; far from being the immanent
philosophy of the Proletariat, Communism
merely makes use of this pseudo-science in or-
der to attain its own end, the seizure of power.

Page 83

Left, Revolution, Proletariat—these fash-
ionable concepts of the later-day counterpart
of the great myths which once inspired politi-
cal optimism: Progress, Reason, the People.

Page 94

Marxism now plays little part in the culture
of the West. . . . It is true, of course, that no
modern historian or economist would think
exactly as he does if Marx never existed. . . .
The historian no longer dares shut his cyes to
the humble realities which rule the lives of
millions of human beings. _

Page 105

In search of hope in an age of despair, the
philosopher settles for an optimism based on
catastrophe.

Page 106

People fight for luxuries, for power, or for
ideas with just as much passion as they fight
for money. Interests may be reconciled, but
not philosophies. . . . The desire for power is
1o less basic than the desire for wealth.

Pages 153-154

It is not absurd to prefer the authority of a
single party to the slow deliberations of the
parliamentary system, but anyone who counts
on the dictatorship of the proletariat to ac-
complish freedom misjudges human nature
and ignores the inevitable results of the con-
centration of power in a few hands. . . . any-
one who wonders why philosophers who are
prisoners of dialectical materialism or novel-
ists enslaved by socialist realisms are lacking
in genius misjudges the very essence of the
creative process. The idolators of history cause
more and more intellectual havoc, not be-
causc they are inspired by good or bad senti-
ments, but because they have wrong ideas.

Page 159
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It is true that Communisth is all the more
attractive wherc the throne of God is
empty. . . . The intellectual who no longer
feels attached to anything is not satisfied with
opinions merely; he wants certainty, he wants
a system. The Revolution provides him with
his opium. |
‘ Page 257

Communist faith justifies the means. Com-
munist faith forbids the fact that there are
many roads towards the Kingdom of Ged.
Communist charity does not even allow its
enemies to die an honorable death.

‘ Page 269

Marx called religion the opium of the peo-
ple. Whether it wants to or not, the Church
consolidates and establishes injustice. It helps
men to forget their ills instead of curing them.
Obsessed with the hercafter, the believer is in-

different to temporal things.
Page 291

The Christian opium makes the people
passive, the Communist opium incites them
to revolt.

Page 292

On War

Science not only makes war insane because
the havoc caused would be out of all propor-
tion with any conceivable issue at stake; it
also eliminates most of the economic causes
of wars and brings countries together
willy-nilly.

The men and the nations sharing the bene-
fits of modern industrial civilization are di-
vided chiefly by ideological prejudices and
human passions. The power of false ideas
condemn all hope of world unity in the im-
mediate future, but not the hope of gradual
reconciliation of the human race.
|

Marxism is the opium of the intelléctuals.

Quoted in Time, july 9, 1979 ; :

 ASOKA '
(died 238 B.C.)

Buddhist Emperor of India

Decree (inscription on a pillar)

It is forbidden to decry other sects; the true
believer gives honor to whatever in them is
worthy of honor.

1

ATHANASIAN CREED
Wiritten between 381-428

Now the Catholic faith is this: that we wor-
ship one God in T¥inity, the Trinity in Unity,

. neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing
* the substance, for there is one Person of the
* Father, another of the Son, and another of the

Holy Ghost; but the Godhead of the Father,

. of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is one, the
- glory equal, the majesty co-eternal.*
i

SAINT ATHANASIUS P
(293-373) ‘
Bishop of Alexandria

i
If the world goes against truth, then

Athanasius goes ‘lgamst the world.
L 4

All things are pure to the pure. ... Man is
the handwork of God. There is certainly noth-
ing in us that is impure.-

Letter to Amun (a monk), quoted by Migne in
Fatrologia Graeca

W(ystan) H(ugh) AUDEN
(1907-1973)
English-born American poet

Henry James: An American Scene

It is just as true as it ever was that man is
born in sin, that the majority are always, rela-
tively, in the wrong, the minority sometimes,
relatively, in the right (every one, of course, is
frec at any time to belong to either), and all
before God, absolutely in the wrong, that all
of the people some of the time and some of
the people most of the time will abuse their
liberty and treat it as the license of an escaped
slave. :

. realizing that, since people will never
cease trying to interfere with the liberties of
others in pursuing their own, the State can
never wither away.

Introduttion

Nothing I wrote saved a single Jew froni*be-
ing gassed . . . it’s perfectly all right to be an

)
*The Athanasian Creed, so-called because in many
manuscripts it bears the title “The Faith of Saint
Athanasius,” is more accurately designated by its first
words Quicunque Vult. Its history has been the sub-
ject of much controversy.
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engagé writer as long as you don't think
you're changing things. Art is our chief means
of breaking bread with the dead.

Statement in The New York Times, August 7, 1971

The Age of Anxiety (Pulitzer Prize, 1948)

We would rather be ruined than changed
We would rather die in our dread
Than climb the cross of the moment
And let our illusions die.
v Epilogue

“September 1, 1939”

There is no such thing as the State
And no one exists alone;

Hunger allows no choice

To the citizen or the police;

We must love one another or die.

“City Without Walls” (1970)

“Post coitum homo tristis”
What nonsense! If he could,
he would sing.

BERTHOLD AUERBACH
(1812-1882)

German novelist

On the Heights (1865)

What will people say—in these words lies
the tyranny of the world, the whole destruc-
tion of our natural disposition, the oblique vi-
sion of our minds. These four words hold
sway everywhere.

EMILE AUGIER
(1820-1889)

French writer

Le Mariage d’Olympe (1855)

La nostalgie de la boue.
A longing for the gutter.
Act 1

SAINT AUGUSTINE

(354-430)

Numidian-born Christian convert,
Bishop of Hippo

On Christian Doctrine (396-427)

We are ensnared by the wisdom of the ser-
pent; we are set free by, the foolishness of

God.

The City of God (413-426)

To confess that God exists, and at the same
time to deny that he has foreknowledge of fu-
ture things, is the most manifest folly.

He that is good is free, though he is a slave;
he that is evil is a slave, though he be a king.

Whatever the physical or seminal causes
that play their part in the production of living
things, by the activities of angels or of men, or
by the intercourse of male and female in ani-
mals and human beings, whatever effect the
longings or emotions in the mother’s con-
sciousness may have on the child in her
womb, in its susceptible state, leaving some
traces in its features or complexion, it remains
true that only God most high can create the
actual natures which are thus affected in dif-
ferent ways, each in its own kind.

Justice being taken away, then, what are
kingdoms but great robberies. For what
are robberies themselves, but little kingdoms.
Book IV

The purpose of all war is peace.
Book XV

Although, therefore, lust may have many
objects, yet when no object is specified, the
word lust usually suggests to the mind the
lustful excitement of the organs of generation.
And this lust not only takes possession of the
whole body and outward members, but also
makes itself felt within, and moves the whole
man with a passion in which mental emotion
is mingled with bodily appetite, so that the
pleasure which results is the greatest of bodily
pleasures.

So possessing indeed is this pleasure, that
the moment of time in which it is consum-
mated, all mental activity is suspended.

What friend of wisdom and holy joys, who
being married, but knowing, as the apostle
says, “how to possess this vessel in sanctifica-
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tion and honor, not in the disease of desire, as
the Gentiles who know not God,” would not
prefer if this were possible, to beget children
without that lust, do that in this function of
begetting offspring the members created for
this purpose should not be animated by the
heat of lust, but should be actuated by his vo-
lition, in the same way as his other members

serve him for their respective ends.
! Books XVI

Lust requires for its consummation dark-
ness and secrecy; and this not only when un-
lawful intercourse is desired, but even such
fornication as the earthly city has legalized.
Where there is no fear of punishment, these
permitted pleasures still shrink from the pub-
lic eye.

Book XVIII

The chief cause of slavery, then, is sin—
that a2 man should be put in bonds to another;
and this happens only by the judgement of

God, in whose eyes it is no crime.
Book XIX

The standing miracle of this visible world is
little thought of, because always before us. . . .
For man"himself is a greater miracle than any

miracle done through his instrumentality.
Book XIX

If the thing believed is incredible, it is also
incredible that the incredible should have
been so believed.

Book XX11

Why, they ask, do not those miracles which
you preach of as past events, happen nowa-
days? I might reply that they were necessary
before the world believed, to bring the world
to believe; but whoever is still looking for
prodigies to make him believe is himself a
good prodigy for refusing to believe where the

world believes.
Book XXII

There are some who think that in the resur-
rection all will be men, and that women will
lose their sex. . . . For myself I think that both
sexes will remain in the resurrection.

Book XXII

Woman is as much the creation of God as
man is. If she was made from man, this was to
show her oneness with him; and if she was,
this was to pre-figure the oneness of Christ
and the Church.

Book XXII

As in Paradise there was no excessive heat
or cold, sb its inhabitants were exempt from
the vicissitudes of fear and desire. . . .

In such happy circumstances and general
human well-being we should be far from sus-
pecting that offspring could have been begot-
ten without the disease of lust, but those parts,
like all the rest, would be set in:motion by the
command of the will; and without the seduc-
tion stimulus of passion, with calmness of
mind and without the corrupting of the integ-
rity of the body, the husband would lie upon
the bosom of his wife. Nor ought we not to
believe this because it cannot be proved by
experiment. Al ‘

Book XXVI

Confessions (397-398)
Poetry is devil’s wine. .
The greatest virtues are only splendid sins.

But, behold, out of my memory [ bring:it,
when [ say there are four perturbations of the
mind, desire, joy, fear, sorrow. . . .

Hidden is the good heart, hidden is the evil
heart, an abyss is in the good heart and in the
evil heart.

Free curiosity is of more value than harsh
discipline.

Every disorder of the soul is its own
punishment.’

Thus doth the soul commit fornication,
when she turns from Thee, seeking without
Thee, what she findeth not pure and un-
tainted, till she returns to Thee.

Book 1

And | enquired what the iniquity was, and
found it to be no substance, but the perver-
sion of the will, turned aside from Thee, O
God, the Supreme, toward these lower things,
and casting out its bowels and puffed up -
outwardly.

Book VII

. But I, wretched, most wretched, in the very
commencement of my early youth, had
begged chastity of Thee, and said, “Give me
chastity, and continency, only not yet.”

' Book VIII

The pleasures of this life for which I would
weep are in-conflict with the sorrows of this
life in which I would rejoice, and | know not
on which side stands the.victory.

t
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Why does truth call forth hatred?
Book X

Just as in the human soul there is one ele-
ment which takes thought and dominates an-
other which is subjected to obedience, so
woman has been created corporeally for man;
for although she has indeed a nature like that
of man in her mind and rational intelligence,
yet by her bodily sex she is subjected to the
sex of her husband, much as an appetite,
which is the source of action, must be sub-

jected to reason.
Book X111

“Th; Problem of Free Choice” (tr. Don Mark:
Pontifex) |

Passion is the evil in adultery. If a man has
no opportunity of living with another man’s
wife, but if it is obvious for some reason that
he would like to do so, and would do so if he
could, he is no less guilty than if he was
caught in the act.

A law which is not just does not seem to be
a law.

We are certainly in a common class with
the beasts; every action of animal life is con-
cerned with seeking bodily pleasure and
avoiding pain.

Meanwhile the passions rage like tyrants,
and throw into confusion the whole soul and
life of men with storms from every quarter,
fear on one side, desire on another, on an-
other'anxiety, or false empty joy, here pain for
the thing which was loved and lost, there ea-

" ‘gerness to win what was not possessed, there

gricf for an injury received, here burning de-
sire to avenge it. Wherever he turns, avarice
can confine him, self-indulgence dissipate
him, ambition master him, pride puff him up,
envy torture him, sloth drug him, obstinancy
rouse him, oppression afflict him, and the
countless other feelings which crowd and ex-
ploit the power of passion.

1

In loannis Evangelium

What is faith save to believe what you do
not see? ‘

Understanding is the reward of faith.
Therefore seek not to understand that thou
mayest believe, but believe that thou mayest
understand.

Against Lying
All sin is a form of lying.

Lying is forbidden even for the salvation of
heretics.

Since, then, eternal life is lost by lying, a
lie may never be told for the preservation of
the temporal life of another.

Lying is wrong even to save chastity.

On the Good of Marriage

Obedience is in a way the mother of all
virtues.

Marriage is not a good, but it is a good in
comparison with fornication.

Continence is a greater good than mar-
riage. But I am aware of some that murmur: if
all men should abstain from intercourse, how
will the human race exist? Would that all
would abstain; much more speedily would the

" City of God be filled, and the end of the

world hastened.

Total abstinence is easier than perfect

moderation.
L[]
Continence is.an angelic exercise.

Of Continence

There are three unions in this world: Christ
and the Church, husband and wife, spmt and
flesh.

No one ever hated his own flesh.

Contra Julian

There is no p(;ssib]e source of evil except
good.

I,9
Of Baptism

There is no salvation outside the Church.
\Y

On Patience

Parricide is more wicked than homicide,
but suicide is most wicked of all. .

Soliloquies

Nothing so much casts down the mind of
man from its citadel as do the blandishments
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of women, and that physical contact without
which a wife cannot be possessed.

De Sybolo

He cannot have God for his father who re-

fuses to have the Church for his mother.
Bk. XIII

Heretics

None save great men have been the au-
thors of great heresies.

De Trinitate (400-416)

God always is, nor has He been and is not,
nor is but has not been, but as He never will

not be; so He never was not.
14, 15,2

Soliloguium Animae ad Deum

Necessity has no law.

AVICENNA (Ibn Sina)
(980-1037)

Persian philosopher, physician, scientist

Avicenna on Theology (tr. Arberry)

Man was thus equipped with these (three)
souls out of all the world. . .. By virtue of the
animal soul he shares with the animals: his
physical soul links him with the plants; his
human soul is a bond between him and the
angels.

The function of the human, rational soul is
the noblest function of all, for it is itself the
noblest of spirits. Its function consists of re-
flecting upon things of art and meditating
upon the things of beauty: its gaze being
turned towards the higher world, its loves not
this lower abode and meaner station. Belong-
ing as it does to the higher side of life and to
primal substances, it is not its business to eat
and drink, neither does it require luxury and
coition; rather its function is to wait for the
revelation of truths.

Man’s relation to the world of Spirit is es-
tablished by reasoning; speech follows after it.
If a man possesses no knowledge of reasoning,

he is incapable of expressing truth.
“Katib al-Najat”

D
D

gt

FRANCOIS-NOKL (“Gracchus”) BABEUF
(1760 —executed 1797)

French journalist, revolutionist .

Poster, “Analyse de la doctrine de Baboeuf (sic), Le
tribun du peuple” (1796; summary of Sylvain
Maréchal’s Manifesto of Equals)

All work and the enjoyment of its fruits
must be in common.
Article 4

In a true society there should be neither
rich nor poor.
Article 7

Defense (trial for trcason, Vendéme, 1797)

The ends justify the means. To reach a cer-
tain goal, one must vanquish everything that
stands in the way.

Nothing has been better proven than this
maxim: that one succeeds in having too much
only by causing others not to have enough.

Everything owned by those who have more
than their individual due of society’s goods, is
theft and usurpation.

... to establish a common administration:
to suppress private property. . . . This form of
government will bring about the disappear-
ance of all boundary lines, fences, walls, locks
on doors, trials, thefts, and assassinations; of
all crimes, tribunals, prisons, gibbets, and
punishments; of the despair that causes all ca-
lamity; and of greed, jealousy, insatiability,
pride, deception, and duplicity,—in short, of
all vices. . .. It will put an end to the gnawing
worin of perpetual inquietude . . . about what
the morrow will bring, or at lcast what next
year will bring, in our old age, for our chil-
dren and for their children.

BABYLONIAN TALMUD

Old age hurries upon him who commits
adultery.
Shabbath, c. 450 A.D.
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FRANCIS BACON (Lord Verulam)
(1561-1626)
English essayist, philosopher

Advancement of Learning (1605)

Liberty of speech inviteth and provoketh
liberty to be used again, and so bringeth
much to a man’s knowledge.

.. . that knowledge may not be as a courte-
san, for pleasure and vanity only, or as a
bondswoman, to acquire and gain to her mas-
ter’s use, but as a spouse, for generation, fruit,
and comfort.

Philosophers should diligently inquire into
the powers and energy of custom, imitation,
emulation, company, friendships, praise, re-
proof, exhortation, reputation, laws, books,
studies, etc.; for these are the things that reign
in men’s morals; by these agents the mind is
formed and subdued.

Out of monuments, names, words, prov-
erbs, traditions, private records and evidences,
fragments of stories, passages of books, and
the like, we do save and recover somewhat
from the deluge of time.

There was never a miracle wrought by God
to convert an atheist, because the light of na-
ture might have led him to confess a God.

To say that a blind custom of obedience
should be a surer obligation than duty taught
and understood . . . is to affirm that a blind
man may tread surer by a guide than a seeing
man by a light.

The pleasure and delight of knowledge and
learning, it far surpasseth all other in na-
ture. . . . We see in all other pleasures there is
satiety, and after they are used their verdure
departeth; which showeth well they be but
the deceits of pleasure; and not pleasiire: and
that it was the novelty that pleasured, not the

quality.

As for the narrations toudhing the prodigies
and miracles of religions, they are either not
true, or not natural; therefore impertinent for

the story of nature.
Bk. 2

The sum of behaviour is to retain a man’s
own dignity, without intruding upon the lib-
erty of others.

But men must know, that in this theater of
man’s life it is reserved only for God and the
angels to be lookers on.

If a2 man will begin with certainties, he
shall end in doubts; but if he will be content
to begin with doubts, he shall end in

certainties.
Bk.5,Ch. 8

De Dignitate et Augmentis Scientiarum, enlarged
version of The Advancement of Learning (1623)

Hurl calumnies boldly; something is sure to
stick.

To know truly is to know by causes.
Nothing is terrible, except fear itself.

It is due to Justice that man is a God to-
man and not a wolf.

Great hypocrites are the true atheists.

The Essays or Counsels, Civill and Morall (1625)*

The virtue of Prosperity is temperance; the
virtue of Adversity is fortitude; which in mor-
als is the more heroical virtue. Prosperity is
the blessing of the Old Testament; Adversity
is the blessing of the New; which carrieth the
greater benediction, and the clearer revelation
of God’s favor. .

Certain virtue is like precious odours, most
fragrant when they are incensed or crushed:
for Prosperity doth best discover vice, but Ad-
versity doth best discover virtue.

“Of Adversity”

To seek to extinguish Anger is but a bravery
of the Stoics. We have better oracles: Be an-
gy, but sin not. Let not the sun go down

upon your anger.
“Of Anger”

It is true, that a little philosophy inclineth
man’s mind to atheism; but depth in philoso-
phy bringeth men’s mind about to religion.

The causes of atheism are: divisions in reli-
gion, if they be many . . . scandal of priests
... custom of profane scoffing in holy matters
... and lastly, learned times, specially with
peace and prosperity; for troubles and adversi-
ties do more bow men’s minds to religion.

*The text used here is that of James Spedding, The
Works of Francis Bacon, v. X11, 1857-1874, ed. Profes-
sor Mary Augusta Scott, Scribners, 1908.
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They that deny a God destroy men’s nobility;
for certainly man is of kin to the beasts by his
body; and, if he be not of kin to God by his
spirit, he is a base and ignoble creature.

“Of Atheism”

Virtue is like a rich stone, best plain set.
“Of Beauty”

Custom is the principal magistrate of man’s
life.
“Of Custom and Education”

Men fear Death, as children fear to go in

the dark. . ..

Revenge triumphs over death; Love slights
it: Honour aspireth to it; Grief flieth to it;
Fear pre-occupateth it.

A man would die, though he were neither
valiant, nor miserable, only upon a weariness

to do the same thing so oft, over and over.
“Of Death”

For it is the solecism of power, to think to
command the end, and yet not endure the
mean(s].

“Of Kmpire”

It had been hard for him that spake it to
have put more truth and untruth together in
few words, than in that speech, whosoever is
delighted in solitude is either a wild beast or a
god.”

For a crowd is not company; and faces are
but a gallery of pictures; and talk but a tin-
kling cymbal, where there is no love.

Certainly, if a man would give it a hard
phrase, those that want friends to open them-
selves unto are cannibals of their own
hearts. . . . this coninunicating of a man’s self
to his friends works two contrary effects; for it
redoubleth joys, and cutteth griefs in halfs.

... it was a sparing speech of the ancients,

to say that a friend is another himself
“Of Friendship”

The desire of power in excess caused the
angels to fall: but in charity there is no excess;
neither can angel or man come in danger
by it.

“Of Goodness and Goodness of Nature”.

Men in great place are thrice servants: ser-

*“But he who is unable to live in society, or who has
no need becausc he is sufficient for himself, must be
cither a beast or a god: he is no part of a state.” —
Aristotle, Politics, Bk. 1 (Jowett tr.)

vants of the sovereign or state; servants of
fame; and servants of business. So as they
have no freedom; neither in their persons, nor
in their actions, nor in their times. It is a
strange desire, to seek power and to lose lib-
erty: or to seek power over others and to lose

power over a man’s self.
“Of Great Place”

As the births of living creatures at first are
ill-shapen, so are all Innovations, which are
the births of time. . . . Surely every medicine
is an innovation; and he that will not apply
new remedies must expect new evils; for time
is the greatest innovator.

“Of Innovations”

Judges ought to remember that their office
is jus dicere, and not jus dare; to interpret law,
and not to make law, or give law.

Nuptial love maketh mankind; friendly love
perfecteth it; but wanton love corrupteth and
embaseth it.

“Of Judicature”

He that hath wife and children hath given
hostages to fortune; for they are impediments
to great enterprises; either of virtue or
mischief.

Unmarried men are best friends, best mas-
ters, best servants; but not always best sub-
jects. . .. A single life doth well with
churchmen; for charity will hardly water the
ground where it must first fill a pool.

Chaste women are often proud and for-
ward, as presuming upon the merit of their
chastity. .. . Wives are young men’s mistresses;
companions for middle age; and old men’s
nurses. . .. But yet he was reputed one of the
wise men, that made answer to the question
when a man should marry? A young man not

yet, an older man not at all.
“Of Marriage and Single Life”

Children sweeten labours; but they make
misfortunes more bitter. They increase the
care of life; but they mitigate the remem-
brance of death. The perpetuity by generation
is common to beasts; but memory, merit, and
noble works, are proper to men. And surely a
man shall sce the noblest works and founda-
tions have proceeded from childless men;
which have sought to express the images of

their minds, where those of their bodies have
failed.
“Of Parents and Children”
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Revenge is a kind of wild justice; which the
more man’s nature runs to, the more ought
law to weed it out. . . . Certainly, in taking re-
venge a man is but even with his enemy; but
in passing it over, he is superior; for it is a
prince’s part to pardon.

This is:certain, that man that studieth re-
venge keeps his own wounds green, which

otherwise would heal and do well.
“Of Revenge”

I cannot call Riches better than the bag-
gage of virtue. The Roman word is better, im-
pedimenta. . . . Of great riches there is no real
use, except it be in the distribution; the rest is
but conceit.

The ways to enrich are many, and most of

them foul.
“Of Riches”

Above all things, good policy is to be used
that the treasure and monies in a state be not
gathered into few hands. . . . And money is
like muck, not good except it be spread.

“Of Seditions and Troubles”

To spend too much time in studies is sloth;
to use them too much for ornament, is affec-
tation; to make judgment wholly by their
rules, is the humour of a scholar. . . . Read
not to contradict and confute; nor to believe
and take for granted; nor to find talk and dis-
course; but to weigh and consider. Some
books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed,
and some few to be chewed and digested. . . .
Reading maketh a full man; conference a
ready man; and writing an exact man. . . .. His-
tories make men wise; poets witty; the mathe-
matics subtile; natural philosophy deep; moral

grave; logic and rhetoric able to contend.
“Of Studies”

Atheism leaves a man to sense, to philoso-
phy, to natural piety, to laws, to reputation, all
which may be guides to an outward moral vir-
tue, though religion were not;, but superstition
dismounts all these, and erecteth an absolute
monarchy in the minds of man.

The master of superstition is the people;
and in all superstition wisc men follow fools;
and arguments are fitted to practice, in a re-
versed order.

“Of Superstition”

... a just and honourable war is the true
exercise. A civil war indeed is like the heat of
a fever; but a foreign war is like the heat of ex-

ercise, and serveth to keep the body in health;
for in slothful peace, both courage will effem-
inate and manners corrupt.

“Of the True Greatness of Kingdoms and Estates”

What is truth? said jesting Pilate; and
would not stay for an answer.

A mixture of a lie doth ever add pleasure.
“Of Truth”

Young men are ftter to invent than to
judge; fitter for exccution than for counscl;
and fitter for new projects than for settled
business. . . . Young men, in the conduct and
manage of actions, embrace more than they
can hold; stir more than they can quiet; fly to
the end, without consideration of the means
and degrees; pursue some new principles
which they have chanced upon absurdly; care
not to innovate, which draws unknown incon-
veniences; use extreme remedies at first; and
that which doubleth all errors, will not ac-
knowledge or retract them; like an unready
horse, that will neither stop nor turn. Men of
age object too much, consult too long, adven-
ture too little, repent too soon, and seldom
drive business home to the full period but
content themselves with a mediocrity of

success.
“Of Youth and Age”

The New Organon (1620), “Aphorisms”

There are four classes of idols which beset
men’s minds. To these for distinction’s sake [
have assigned names,—calling the first class
Idols of the Tribe; the second, Idols of the
Cave; the third, Idols of the Market-Place; the

fourth, Idols of the Theater.
XXXIX

The human understanding is no dry light,
but receives infusion from the will and affec-
tions; whence proceed sciences which may be
called “sciences as one would.” For what a
man had rather were true he more readily be-
lieves. Therefore he rejects difficult things
from impatience of research; sober things, be-
cause they narrow hope; the deeper things of
nature, from superstition; the light of experi-
ence, from arrogance and pride; things not
commonly believed, out of deference to the
opinion of the vulgar. Numberless in short are
the ways, and sometimes imperceptible, in
which the affections color and infect the

understanding. ,
XLIX
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Again, men have been kept back as by a
kind of enchantment from progress in the sci-
ences by reverence for antiquity, by the au-
thority of men counted great in philosophy,

and then by general consent.
LXXXIV

For whatever deserves to exist deserves also
to be known, for knowledge is the image of
existence; and things mean and splendid exist !
alike.
CXX

. so assuredly the very contemplation of
things, as they are, without superstition or im-
posture, error or confusion, is in itself more

worthy than all the fruits of inventions.
: CXXIX

Apothegins !

1 am of his mind who said, “Better it is to
live where nothing is lawful, than where all

things are lawful.”
‘ 69

“De Natura Rerum’]

[tis sufﬁmently clear that all things are
changed, and nothing really perishes, and that
the sum of matter remains absolutely the
same.

I have taken all knowledge to be my
province.
Letter to Lord Burghley, 1592

The punishing of wits enhances their au-
thority, and a forbidden writing is thought to
be a certain spark of truth, that flies up in the
faces of them who seek to tread it out.

Quoted in Milton, Aeropagitica

ROGER BACON
(c. 1220-1292)
English philosopher, scientist

Opus Majus (1266-67)

There are in fact four very significant
stumbling-blocks in the way of grasping the
truth, which hinder every man however
learned, and scarcely allow anyone to win a
clear title to wisdom, namely, the example of
weak and unworthy authority, longstanding
custom, the feeling of the ignorant crowd,
and the hiding of our own ignorance while
making a display of our apparent knowledge.

tr. Brownlee Haydn

There are two modes of acquiring knowl-
edge, namely by reasoning and experience.
Reasoning draws a conclusion and makes us
grant the conclusion, but does not make the
conclusion certain, nor does it remove doubt
so that the mind may rest on the intuition of
truth, unless the mind discovers it by the path
of experience. '
tr. R.B. Burke

GEORGE F. BAER ‘
(1842-1914)

American railroad industrialist

The rights and interests of the laboring
man will be protected and cared for, not by
labor agitators, but by the Christian men to
whom God in His infinite wisdom has given
the contrﬁl of the property interests of the
country.

z Letter to Rev. W.F. Clark, July 17, 1902

'WALTER{BAGEHOT
(1826-1877)

English economist

' The English Constitution (1873)

The tyranny of the commonplace, which
.seems to accompany civilization.

The whole history of civilization is strewn
with creeds and institutions which were inval-
uable at first, and deadly afterwards.

Physics and Politics (1869)

One of the greatest pains to human nature
is the pain of a new idea.

It was government by discussion that broke
tLe bond of ages and set free the originality of
mankind.
. ~ Quoted by Adlai Stevenson, Harper’s,
IF'cbruary 1956
BAHA'U’LLAH (“The Splendour of Cod")
(1817-1892)

Persian religious sect leader

Truths for a new day:
1. The oneness of mankind.
2. The foundation of all religion is one.
3. Religion must be in accord with science
and reason.
Promulgated in the United States by *Abdu’l-Baha,

\3

lecture trip, 1912

i
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F(rancis) LEE BAILEY
(1933- )

American attorney

Can any of you seriously say the Bill of
Rights could get through Congress today? It
wouldn’t even get out of committee.

Interview in Newsweek, April 17, 1967

PHILIP JAMES BAILEY
(1816-1902)
English poet

“Festus”

Evil and good are God’s right hand and
left.
Who never doubted never half believed.
Where doubt, there truth is—tis her
shadow.

MIKHAIL A. BAKUNIN*
(1814-1876)

Russian writer, anarchist

Le Progres (1869)

No one at all interested in the study of his-
tory could have failed to see that there was al-
ways some great material interest at the
bottom of even the most abstract, the most
sublime and idealistic theological and reli-
gious struggles.

Religion has always sanctified violence and
transformed it into right. It has whisked away
humanity, justice and fraternity into a ficti-
tious heaven, so as to leave room on earth for
the reign of iniquity and brutality. It has
blessed successful brigands, and, in order to
increase their fortune even further, has
preached obedience and resignation to their
innumerable victims, the people.

It is the State, the altar of political religion,
upon which the natural society is always im-

*Chief opponent of Karl Marx, an influence on both

Lenin and Mussolini; appears in fiction in Turgenev

and probably is Dostoyevski’s Prince Stavrogin in The
Possessed.

molated: a devouring universatility, living
upon human sacrifices, like the Church. The
State, I repeat, is the younger brother of the
Church.

Both [Church and State] have the same
principle as their point of departure: that of
the natural wickedness of man, which can be
vanquished, according to the Church, only by
divine grace and the death of the natural man
in God; and according to the State, only by
law and the immolation of the individual
upon the altar of the State. Both strive to
transform men, the one into a saint, the other
into a citizen. But the natural man must die,
for the religions of the Church and of the

State unanimously pronounce his sentence.

God and the State (1871)

The liberty of man consists in this, that he
obeys the laws of nature, because he has him-
self recognized them as such, and not because
they have been imposed upon him externally
by any foreign will whatsoever, human or di-
vine, collective or individual.

Christianity is the complete negation of
common sense and sound reason.

There are but three ways for the populace
to'escape its wretched lot. The first two are by
the route of the wine-shop or the church; the
third is by that of the social revolution.

All law has for its object to confirm and ex-
alt into a system the exploitation of the work-
ers by a ruling class,

Our first work must be the annihilation of
everything as it now exists.

The old world must be destroyed and re-
placed by a new one. When you have freed
your mind from the fear of God, and that
childish respect for the fiction of right, then
all the remaining chains that bind you—
property, marriage, morality, and justice—will
snap asunder like threads.
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Reaction in Germany (Ruge’s Deutsche
Jahrbiicher, 1842)

The passion for destruction (is) a creative
passion.”

Gesammelte Werke [Complete Works] (ed. Golos
Trude, Moscow)

Man has liberated himself (by breaking the
divine commandment not to eat of the tree of
knowledge), he has divided himself from ani-
mal nature and made himself man; he began
his history and his human development with
this act of disobedience and knowledge, i.e.,
with rebellion and thought.

If there is a State, then there is domination,
and in turn, there is slavery.

They [the Marxists] say that such a yoke,
the dictatorship of the state, is the inevitable
but transitional remedy for achieving the max-
imum liberation of the people. . . . We ahswer
that any dictatorship can have only one aim:

self-perpetuation.
I

Collective property and individual property,
these two banners will be the standards under
which, from now on, the great battles of the
future wxll be fought.

It there is a human being who is freer than
[, then I shall necessarily become his slave. If
I am freer than any other, then he will be-

come my slave. Therefore equality is an abso-

lutely necessary condition of freedom.

The first duty . . . is that of making every ef-
fort for the triumph of equality. . ..

This is the entire program of revolutionary
socialism, of which equality is the first condi-
tion, the first word. It admits freedom only af-
ter equality, in equality and through equality,
because freedom outside of equality can only
create privilege.

From the naturalistic point of view, all men
are equal. There are only two exceptions to
this rule of naturalistic equality: geniuses and
idiots.

Il

Freedom is the absolute right of all adult
men and women to seek permission for their
actions only from their own consciernce and

*“The desire to destroy is also a creative desire” (tr.
Edmund Wilson). “The urge to destroy is a creative
urge” (another translation).

reason, and to be determined in their actions
only by their own will, and consequently to be
responsible only to themselves, and then to
the society to which they belong, but only in-
sofar as they have made a free decision to be-
long to it.

It is necessary to abolish completely, in
principle and in practice, everything which
may be called political power. As long as po-
litical power exists there will always be rulers
and ruled, masters and slaves, exploiters and
exploited.

If one would make a thorough revolution,
one must attack things and relationships, de-
stroy property and the State. Then there
would be no need to destroy men.

No revolution can count on sugcess if it
does not speedily spread beyond the individ-
ual nation to all other nations.

To my utter despair [ have discovered, and
discover every day anew, that there is in the |
masses no revolutionaty idea or hope or

passion.
I

Revolutions are not improvised. They are
not made at will by individuals, They come
through the force of circumstances, and are
independent of any deliberate will or conspir-
acy. They can be foreseen, but their explosion

can never be accelerated.
v

* Qeuvres (Paris)

All temporal and human power proceeds

_ directly from spiritual or divine authority.

But authority is the negation of liberty.
God, or rather the fiction of God, is thus the
sanction and the intellectual and moral cause
of all the slavery on earth, and the liberty of
men will not be complete unless it will have
completely annihilated the inauspicious fic-
tion of a heavenly master.

. Vol. 1

Polnoye Sobraniye Sochinenii

The real and complete liberation of man-
kind is the great aim, the sublime.end of
history.

The State is force; nay, it is the silly parad-
ing of force. However many pains it may take,
it cannot conceal the fact that it is the legal
maimer of our will, the constant negation of
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our liberty. Even when it commands good, it
makes this valueless by commanding it, for ev-
ery command slaps liberty in the face.

I

Catechism of the Revolution (‘Thé Nachacv

Catechisn), .

1
The revolutionist is a dooméed man. He has
no personal interests, no affairs, sentiments,
attachments, property, not even a name of his
own. Everything in him is absorbed by one
exclusive interest, one thought, one passion—

the revolution.
~ Atrticle 1

To him [the revolu§i011ist] whatever aids the
triumph of the revolution is ethical; all that
which hinders it is unethical and criminal.

Article 4

The revolutionist despises every sort of doc-
trinairism and has renounced the peaceful
scientific pursuits, leaving them to future gen-
erations..He knows only one science, the sci-
ence of destruction.

Article 5

He is not a revolutionist if he is attached to
anything in this world, if he cannot stop be-
fore the annihilation of any situation, relation

or person belonging to this world —cverybody -

and everything must be equally hateful for
him.
Article 13

Selected Works

Powerful states can maintain themselves

only by crime, little states are virtuous only by

weakness.

The State . . . will become nothing more
than a simple business office, a sort of central
bookkeeping department, devoted to the ser-
vice of Society.

The subordination of labor to capital is the
source of all slavery: political, moral and |
material. ‘

In a word, we object to all legislation, all
authority, and all influence, privileged, pat-
ented, official and legal, even when it has pro-
ceeded from universal suffrage, convinced
that it must always turn to the profit of a dom-
inating and exploiting minority, against the in-
terests of the immense majority enslaved.

Throw theory into the fire; it only spoils
life. ‘
Letter to his sisters, November 1842

Declaration (signed with 46 others)

! .
From each according to his faculties: to
each atcording to his needs.

If God existed, it would be necessary to
abolish him. v
Quoted by Benjamin, R. Tucker, Address, Unitarian
' Ministers. Association, October 14, 1890

Religion is a collective insanity.
Quoted in Noyes, Views of Religion

I shall die and the worms will eat me, but |
want our idea to triumph. [ want the masses
of humanity to be truly emancipated from all
authorities and from all heroes, present and to
come.

You are mistaken if you think [ do not be-
lieve in God. . . .-I seek God in man, in hu-
man freedom, and now [ seek God in
revolution,

Quoted in Eugene Pyziur, The Doctrine of
Anarchism of Mikhail A._ Bakunin (1955)

’

It is the peculiarity of privilege and of every
privileged position to kill the intellect and
heart of man. The privileged man, whether
he,be privileged politically or economically, is

"»a man depraved in intellect and heart.

Quoted in Britannica, 11th ed., vol. 1l

JAMES BALDWIN
(1924-1987) '
.i}merican writer -4

Notes of a Native Son (1955)

A devotion to humanity . . . is too easily
equated with a devotion to a Cause, and
Causes, as we know, ard notoriously

blood-thirsty.

At the root of the American Negro problem
is the necessity of the American white man to
find a way of living with the Negro in order to
be able to live with himself.

The world is white no longer, and it will
never be white again.
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Nobody Knows My Name (1961)

Freedom is not something that anybody
can be given, freedom is something people
take.

No Name in the Street (1972)

... the Western party is over, and the white
man’s sun has set. Period.

If the concept of God has any validity or
any use, it can only be to make us larger,
freer, and more loving. If God ¢annot do this,
then it is time we got rid of Him.

Contribution, The New Yorker,
November 17, 1962

The price of the liberation of the white
people is the liberation of the Blacks— the to-
tal liberation, in the cities, in the towns, be-
fore the law, and in the mind.

Speech, quoted in Time, May 17, 1963.

If you are born under the circumstances in
which Black people are born, the destruction
of the Christian churches may not only be de-
sirable but necessary.

Address, World Council of Churches, Uppsala,
Sweden, July 7, 1968

Interview in Essence magazine (October 1970)

The American black man knows something

which nobody else in the world knows. To
have been where we were, to have paid the
price we have paid, to have survived, and to
have shaken up the world the way we have
is a rare journey. No one else has made it
but us.

There is no way to convince me or any
other black person in the world, to say noth-
ing of people who are neither black nor
white, that America is anything but an outlaw
nation. . . . The name of the game in America
is banks and power. And one does not have to
investigate too far to discover that the Western
economy has been built on the backs of non-
white peoples.

The terrible thing about being white is that
whatever you do is irrelevant. Play your
games, dance your waltzes, shoot your guns,
fly your helicopters, murder your natives. It's
all been done.

While the tale of how we suffer, and how
we are delighted, and how we may triumph is
never new, it always must be heard. There

isn’t any other to tell, it’s the only light we've
got in all this darkness.
Quoted in Introduction to Bearing Witness, edited
by Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 1991

The Fire Next Time (1962)

The American Negro has the great advan-
tage of having never believed that collection
of myths to which white Americans cling: that
their ancestors were all freedom-loving heroes,
that they were born in the greatest country
the world has ever seen, or that Americans are
invincible in battle and wise in peace, that
Americans have always dealt honorably with
Mexicans and Indians and all other neighbors
or inferiors, that American men are the
world’s most direct and virile, that American
women are pure.

ROGER BALDWIN
(1884-1982)

Founder, American Civil Liberties Union

Credo for ACLU

.. . the goal of a society with a minimum of
compulsion, a maximum of individual free-
dom and of voluntary association, and the ab-
olition of exploitation and poverty. '

JOHN BALL

(?-hanged 1381)

English priest, social agitator
When Adam dalf and Eve span

Who was thanne a gentil man?
From text for sermon to rebels at Blackheath

John Balle, seynte Marye prist, gretes wele
alle maner men and byddes them in the
name of the Trinity, Fadur, and Sone, and
Holy Gost, stonde Manyliche togedyr in
trewth, and helpeth trewthe and trewthe shal
helpe yowe.

Quoted in “Prima Epistola Johannis Balle”

“How the Commons of Fngland Rebelled Against
the Noblemen” (1381)

Ah, ye good people, the matters goeth not
well to pass in England, nor shall not do till
everything be common, and there shall be no
villeins nor gentlemen, but that we may be all
united together, and that the lords be no
greater masters than we be.

Quoted in Chronicles of Froissart (1583)
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HOSEA BALLOU
(1771-1852)

American theologian

Weary the path that does not challenge.
Doubt is an incentive to truth and patient in-
quiry leadeth the way.

A rehglon that requires persecution to sus-
tain it is of the devil’s propagation. ‘
Universalist publications, c. 1819

HONORE DE BALZAC
(1799-1850)

French writer

La Comédie humaine.
The Human Comedy.

General title for his series of ngvels

‘The Physiology of Marriage (1830)

Marriage should war incessantly with that
monster that is the ruin of everything. This is
the'monster of habit.

TONI CADE BAMBARA
(1959- )
American writer

“What It Is | Think 'm Doing Anyhow” (1980)

Through writing 1 attempt to celebrate the
tradition of resistance, attempt to tap Black
potential, and try to join the chorus of voices
that argues that exploitation and misery are
neither inevitable nor necessary. Writing is
ong of the ways I participate in the
trajsformation—one of the ways | practice
the commitment to explore bodies of know-
ledge for the usable wisdoms they yield. .
I'miinterested in usable truths.

GEORGE BANCROFT
(1800-1891)
American historian

“To the Workingmen of Northampton”

The feud between the capitalists and the la-
borer, the House of Have and the House of
Want, is as old as social union, and can never

be entirely quieted . . .
Contribution, Boston Courier, October 22, 1834

The Office of the People in Art, Government, and
Religion (1835)

The best government rests on the people,
and not on the few, on persons and not on
property, on the free development of public
opinion and not on authority.

Address, Historical Society, New York (1854)

The exact measure of the progress of civili-
zation is the degree in which the intelligence
of the common mind has prevailed over
wealth and brute force; in other words, the
measure of the progress of civilization is the
progress of the people.

IMAMU AMIRI BARAKA (LeRoi Jones)
P (1934- )

American writer

“The Legacy of Malcolm X, and the Coming of the
Black Nation” (1966)

We are a people. We are unconscious cap-
", tives unless we realize this—that we have al-
ways been separate, except in our tranced
desire to be the thing that oppressed us, after
= some generations of having beén “pro-
_~grammed” . .. into believing that our greatest

{ destiny was to become white people!

The Black man must seek a Black politics,
" an ordering of the world that is beneficial to
his culture, to his interiorization and judg-
ment of the world. This is strength. And we
are hordes

I
i

Home (1966)

A liberal is a man who tells other people
what to do with their money.

BERTRAND BARFRE DE VILUZAC
(1755-1841) \
French rgvolutionary \

The tree of liberty will grow only when wa-

tered by the blood of tyrants. |
Address, National Assembly, 1792; quoted in Le
Moniteur, January 13, 1793
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JOEL BARLOW ST. BASIL (The Great)
(1754-1812) (330-379)

American diplomat, libertarian Bishop of Caesarea
Treaty with ‘Tripoli (signed 1797)" “Homilies”

As the government of the United States is
not in any sense founded on the Christian
religion. . ..

PIO BAROJA Y NESSI
(1872-1956)
Spanish writer

The Tree of Knowledge (1911)

A curiosity to surprise life.

JEAN-LOUIS BARRAULT
(1910-1994)
French producer and actor

Art is permanent revolution.
Contribution, Atlas, December 1968

BERNARD M. BARUCH
(1870-1965)

American financier and statesman

Let us not be deceived —we are today in

the midst of a cold war. )
Speech, Columbia, S.C., April 16, 1947**

*The full title of the treaty was: “Treaty of Peacc and
Friendship Between the Bey and Subjects of Tripoli of
Barbary.” The foregoing statement is from Article I1. It
can be found in Treaties and Other Intemational Acts
of the United States, edited by Hunter Miller, vol. 2,
1776-1818. U.S. Government Printing Office, 1931,
p. 365.

Barlow wrote the treaty. Inasmuch as President
George Washington approved it as written, the quota-
tion “The government of the United States is not in
any sense founded on the Christian Religion” has
been attributed to him and widely publicized. When
the Senate ratified the treaty, President John Adams
signed it, adding this statement: “Now, be it known,
that I, John Adams, President of the United States of
America, having seen and considered the said treaty,
do, by and within the consent of the Senate, accept,
ratify and confirm the same, and every clause and arti-
cle thereof.” (Sec p. 383 of Treaties.)

My thanks are due Miss Virginia Close of Baker Li-
brary, Dartmouth, for tracing the source after many
years of failure by others. —G.S.

**Ghost-written by Herbert Bayard Swope, editor,
New York World.

The bread that you store up belongs to the
hungry; the cloak that lies in your chest be-
longs to the naked; the gold that.you have
hidden in the ground belongs to the poor.

FULGENCIO BATISTA Y ZALDIVAR
(1901-1973)
Dictator of Cuba

A government needs one hundred soldiers
for every guerrilla it faces.
Quoted by EI Caribe, New York, January 1, 1959

CHARLES (Pierre) BAUDELAIRE
(1821-1867)
French poet

Mon Coeur mis a nu (1887)

There is in every man at all times two si-
multaneous tendencies, one toward God, the
other toward Satan.

Xix

Le Spleen de Paris (1863)

It is the hour for drunkenness! If you would
not be the martyred slave of Time, drink with-
out stopping! Drink wine, drink poetry, drink
virtue, drink as you wish. '

This life is a hospital in which every patient
is possessed with a desire to change his bed.

Fusées I; also Journal intime

Even if God did not exist, religion would
still be holy and divine . .. God is the only
being who does not have to exist in order to
reign.

Les Fleurs du Mal (1861)

Hypocritical reader—my doubic—my
brother.
Preface
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FRANCES M. BEAL

American civil rights activist

“Double Jeopardy: To Be Black and Female” (1969)

... the black woman in America can justly
be described as a “slave of a slave.”

FRANCIS BEAUMONT
(1584-1616)

and JOHN FLETCHER
(1579-1625)

English dramatists

The Scornful Lady (c. 1614)

There is no other purgatory but a woman.
Act III: i

SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR
(1908-1986)

French writer

The Coming of Age (1970)

And indeed it is old age, rather than death,
that is to be contrasted with life. Old age is
life’s parody, whereas death transforms life
into a destiny. In a way, death preserves life by
giving it the absolute dimension—*“As unto
himself eternity changes him at last.” Death
does away with time.

There is only one solution if old age is not
to be an absurd parody of our former life, and
that is to go on pursuing ends that give our
existence a meaning—devotion to individuals,
to groups or to causes, social, political, intel-
lectual or creative work. . . . One’s life has
value so long as one attributes value to the life
of others, by means of love, friendship, indig-

natton, compassion. .

Society cares about the individual only in
so far as he is profitable.

The old tend to join the ranks of the con-
servatives. They do their utmost to preserve
the status quo.

A Very Fasy Death

There is no such thing as a natural death:
nothing that happens to a man is ever natural,
since his presence calls the world into ques-
tion. . . . All men must die but for every man

his death is an accident and, even if he knows
it and consents to it, an unjustifiable
violation.

The Prime of Life (American ed.)

Hatred can at times be a positively joyous
emotion.

The Second Sex (1949; tr. H. M. Parshlay)

One is not born, but rather becomes a
woman. No biological, psychological or eco-
nomic fate determines the figure that the
human female presents in society; it is civili-
zation as a whole that produces this creature,
intermediate between male and eunuch,
which is described as feminine.

In all civilizations and still in our day
woman inspired man with horror: the horror
of his own carnal contingence, which he pro-
jects upon her.

The two essential traits that characterize
woman, biologically speaking, are the follow-
ing: her grasp upon the world is less extended
than man’s, and she is more closely enslaved
to the species.

The aversion of Christianity in the matter
of the feminine body is such that while it is
willing to doom its God to an ignominious
death, it spares him the defilement of being
born: the Council of Ephesus of the Eastern
Church and the Lateran Council of the West
declared the virgin birth of Christ. The first
Fathers of the Church—Origen, Tertullian
and Jerome —thought that Mary had been
brought to bed in blood and filth like other
women; but the opinion of St. Ambrose and
St. Augustine was the one that prevailed. The
body of the Virgin remained closed. Since the
Middle Ages the fact of having a body has
been considered, in woman, an ignominy.

p. 156

Women'’s homosexuality is one attempt
among others to reconcile her autonomy with
the passivity of her flesh. And if Nature is to
be invoked, one can say that all women are
naturally homosexual. The lesbian, in fact, is
distinguished by her refusal of the male and
her liking for feminine flesh; but every adoles-
cent female fears penetration and masculine
domination, and she feels a certain repulsion
for the male body; on the other hand the fe-
male body is for her as for the male, an object

of desire.
pp. 301-302
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Marriage is obscene in principle in so far as
it transforms into rights and duties the mutual
relations which should be founded on a spon-
taneous urge; it gives an instrumental and
therefore degrading character to the two bod-
ies in dooming them to know each other in
their general aspect as bodies, not as persons.
The husband is often chilled by the idea that
he is doing a duty, and the wife is ashamed to
find herself given to someone who is exerci-
sing a right over her.

pp. 418419

This complex mixture of affection and re-
sentment, hate, constraint, resignation} dull-
ness, and hypacrisy called conjugal love is
supposedly respected only by way of extenua-
tion, whitewash. But the same is true of affec-
tion as of physical love: for it to be genuine,

authentic, it must first of all be free.
p- #46

Marriage . . . is directly correlated to prosti-
tution, which, it has been said, follows hu-
manity from ancient to modern times like a

dark shadow over the family.
p. 523

Religion sanctions woman’s self-love; it
gives her the guide, father, lover, divine
guardian she longs for nostalgically; it feeds
her day-dreams; it fills her empty hours. But,
above all, it confirms the social order, it justi-
fies her resignation, by giving her the hope of
a better future in a sexless heaven. This is why
women today are still a powerful trump in the
hand of the Church; it is why the Church is
notably hostile to all measures liable to help
in women’s emancipation. There must be reli-
gion for women; and there must be women,

“true women,” to perpetuate religion.
pp- 487-488

Love has been assigned to woman as her
supreme vocation, and when she directs it to-
ward a man, she is seeking God in him; but if
human love is denied her by circumstance, if
she is disappointed or overparticular she may
choose to adore divinity in the person of God
Himself.

‘ . p. 630

Christianity gave eroticism its savor of sin
and legend when it endowed the human fe-

male with a soul. . ..
p- 688

... marriage is a very alienating institution,
for men as well as for women. . . . It’s a very
dangerous institution —dangerous for men
who find themselves trapped, saddled with a
wife and children to support; dangerous for
women, who aren’t financially independent
and end up depending on men who can
throw them out when they are 40, and dan-
gerous for children because their parents vent
all their frustrations on them.

Interview, New York Times Magazine,
June 2, 1974

It is easier to think of the world without a
creator than of a creator loaded with all the
contradictions of the world.

Quoted in Time, April 8, 1966
{

AUGUST BEBEL
(1840-1913)
German socialist leader

Antisemitismus und Socialdemokratie (October 27,
1893) '

Anti-Semitism is the Socialism of fools.

All political parties, all matters of right, are
at bottom only questions of might.
Speech, Reichstag, July 3, 1871

The nature of business is swindling.
Speech, Zurich, December 1892

When Socialism comes into power, the Ro-
man Church will advocate Socialism with the
same vigor it is now favoring feudalism and
slavery.

Address, Social Democratic Party Congress, Jena;

1906

“Woman and Socialism” (1910)

The Sqcialist Party is the only one that has
made the full equality of women, their libera-
tion from every form of dependence and op-
pression, an integral part of its program; not
for reasons of propaganda, but from necessity.
For there can be no liberation of mankind
without social independence and equality of
the sexes.

Men and women of future society will pos-
sess far more self-control and a better knowl-
edge of their own natures, than men and
women of to-day. The one fact alone, that the
foolish prudery and secrecy connected with
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sexual matters will disappear, will make the
relations of the sexes a far more natural and
healthful one.

(CHARLES) WILLIAM BEEBE
(1877-1962)

American naturalist, oceanographer

The Negro is superior to the white race. If
the latter do not forget their pride of race and
color, and amalgamate with the purer and
richer blood of the Blacks, they will die out
and wither away in unprolific skinniness.

Speech, New York, 1866

The Birds, Its Form and Function (1906)

The beauty and genius of a work of art may
be reconceived, though its first material ex-
pression be destroyed; a vanished harmony
may yet again inspire the composer; but when
the last individual of a race of living things
breathes no more, another heaven and an-
other earth must pass before such a one can
be again.

CESARE BONESANA, MARCHESE DI
BECCARIA
(1735-1794)

Italian economist, penologist

“On Crimes and Punishments” (1764)

The greatest happiness for the greatest
number.

It is better to prevent crimes than to punish
them.

There are three sources of the moral and
political principles which govern mankind,
namely, revelation, natural law, and social
conventions, . . . There are, then, three dis-
tinct kinds of virtue and vice—the religious,
the natural, and the political.

Happy is the nation without a history.
(cf. Carlyle)

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN
(1770-1827)

German composer

Music is a higher revelation than

philosophy.

Letter to Bettina von Arnim, 1810
EDWARD BELLAMY
(1850-1898)

American sociologist

As political equality is the remedy for politi-
cal tyranny, so is economic equality the only
way of putting an end to the economic tyr-
anny exercised by the few over the many
through the superiority of wealth.

From the masthead of his weekly, The New Nation

ST. ROBERT BELLARMINE
(1542-1621)

Italian cardinal

The Pope may act outside the law, above
the law, and against the law.

Freedom of belief is pernicious, it is noth-
ing but the freedom to be wrong,
Quoted in The Life and Works of Blessed Robert
Cardinal Bellarmine (1928), ed. J. Brodrick

HENRY WARD BEECHER
(1813-1887)
American clergyman

Proverbs from Plymouth Pulpit (1867)

Law represents the effort of men to orga-
nize society; governments, the efforts of
selfishness to overthrow liberty.

The worst thing in the world next to an-
archy, is government.

The ignorant classes are the dangerous
classes. Ignorance is the womb of monsters.

HILAIRE (Joseph) BELLOC
(1870-1953)
English poet

Epigrams

The accursed power which stands on
Privilege

(And goes with Women, and Champagne,
and Bridge)

Broke —and Democracy resumed her reign:

(Which goes with Bridge, and Women, and
Champagne).

“On a General Election”

When [ am dead, [ hope it may be said:
“His sins were scarlet, but his books were
read.”
“On His Books”
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Lines to a Don

Don poor at Bed and worse at Table,
Don pinched, Don starved, Don miserable;
Don stuttering, Don with roving eyes,
Don nervous, Don of crudities. . . .
Don middle-class, Don sycophantic,
Don dull, Don brutish, Don pedantic;
Don hypocritical, Don bad,

*Don furtive, Don three-quarters mad;

. Don (since a man must make an end),
Don that shall never be my friend.

The Servile State (1912)

At its first inception all Collectivist Reform
is necessarily deflected, and evolves, in the
place of what it had intended, a new.thing: a
society wherein the owners remain few and
wherein the proletarian mass accept a security
at the expense of servitude. '

JULIEN BENDA
(1867-1956)
French philosopher, psychologist i

Le Trahison des Clercs® (1927) !

The State, Country, Class, are now frankly
God; we may even say that for many people
(and some are proud of it) they alone are God.

Peacc is only possible if men cease to place
their happiness in the possession of thinég
“which cannot be shared,” and if they raise
themselves to a point where they adopt an ab-
stract principle superior to their egotisms. In
other words, it can only be obtained by a bet-
terment of human morality. !

RUTH BENEDICT
(1887-1948)

and GENE WILTFISH
(1902-1980)

American anthropologists

The Races of Mankind

Aryans, Jews, Italians are not races. Aryans'
are people who speak Indo-European, “Ar-
yan” languages. . . . As Hitler uses it, the term
has no meaning, racial, linguistic or
otherwise.

Jews are pepple who practice the Jewish re-
ligion. They are of all races, Negro and Mon-
golian. European Jews are of many different
biological types: physically they resemble the
populations among whom they live.

DAVID BEN-GURION (né Gryn)
(1886-1973) °

Polish-born Israeli prime minister

v It is a world cooperative commonwealth at
which we ought to aim, built on freedom. A
single country—or a group of countries—with
this peaceful cooperative aim can make its
impact on the whole world. The best way of
teaching is by example, and our goal here is
to build a cooperative commonwealth of
free men.

Contribution, New York Times Magazine,
September 24, 1961

WALTER BENJAMIN
(1892-1940)

German literary critic

ST. BENEDICT OF NURSIA
(48027-554)

Patriarch of Western monks

Motto of Benedictine Order

Laborare est orare.
To labor is to pray.

*The Richard Aldington translation is entitled The
Great Betrayal in England, the Beacon Press title is
The Betrayal of the Intellectuals. This work has also
been referred to as The Treason of the Cultured
Classes. “Clerc” was originally a man of learning. Ac-
cording to Herbert Read, distinguished clercs who
have betrayed their trust include: Momsen,
Treitschke, Brunetiere, Lemaitre, D’Annunzio, and
Kipling.

“Unpacking My Library” (1931)

Writers are really people who write books
not because they are poor, but because they
are dissatished with the books which they
could buy but do not like.

“The Storyteller” (1936)

The novel is significant, therefore, not be-
cause it presents someone else’s fate to us,
perhaps didactically, but because this stran-
ger’s fate by virtue of the flame which con-
sumes it yields us the warmth which we never
draw from our own fate. What draws the
reader to the novel is the hope of warming his
shivering life with a death he reads about.
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“The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Repro-
duction” (1936)

. the instant the criterion of authenticity
ceases to be applicable to artistic production,
the total function of art is reversed. Instead of
being based on ritual, it begins to be based on
another practice—politics. . . . All efforts to
render politics aesthetic culminate in one
thing: war.

Mankind, which in Homer’s time was an
opject of contemplation for the Olympian
gocls now is one for itself. Its self-alienation
has reached such a degree that it can experi-
ence its own destruction as an aesthetic
pleasure of the first order.

“On Some Motifs in Baudelaire” (1939)

' Historically, the various modes of commu-
nication have competed with one another.
The replacement of the older narration by in-
formation, of information by sensation, re-
flects the increasing atrophy of experience.

JEREMY BENTHAM
(1748-1832)
English philosopher

The Commonplace Book

The greatest happiness of the greatest
number is the foundation of morals and
legislation.

(Works X, 142)

Principles of Morals and Legislation (1789)

All punishment is mischief; all punishment

in itself is evil.
Ch. 16, Sec. 2

Every law is an infraction of liberty.*
Quoted in Isaiah Berlin,
“lwo Concepts of Liberty”

Constitutional Code (1827)

But in truth, in no instance has a system in
regard to religion been ever established, but
for the purpose, as well as with the effect of its
being made an instrument of intimidation,
corruption, and delusion, for the support'of
depredation and oppression in the hands of
government.

*Cf. Bentham, Anarchical Fallacies: Preamble. See 2
Works (1843 Bowring ed.) 493.

BEOWULF*

Wyrd oft nereth
Unfaegne eorl, thone his ellen deah.

Fate often saves an undoomed warrior
when his courage endures.
(tr. George Metes)
1 .
4

NICHOLAT ALEKSANDROVICH
BERDYAYEV (Nicholas Berdyaev)
(1874-1948)

Russian religious philosopher

The End of Our Times (tr. 1933)

The worship of Mammon instead of God is
a characteristic of Socialism as well as
Capitalism.

Socialism is no longer an Utopia or a
dream: it is an objective threat, and a warning

to Christians to show them unmistakably that

they have not fulfilled the word of Christ.

Christianity and Anti-Semitism

Perhaps the saddest thing to admit is that
those who rejected the Cross have to carry it,
while those who welcomed it so often en-
gaged in crucifying others.

BERNARD BERENSON
(1865-1959)

American art critic

Aesthetics and History (1948) !

Only works of art can be life-enhancing, for
merely visible things are not. . . . Art history is
the history of art as an experience, and is in-
different to questions of beauty.

. the fundamental truth that lies at the
bottom of spiritual values—the truth, namely,
that human life, consciously lived, rests on
tragic foundations.

[Definition of culture]: The effort to build
a House of Life where man will be able to at-
tain the highest development that his animal
nature will permit, taking him ever further
away from the jungle and the cave, and bring-

*“The epic of Beowulf, the most precious relic of old
Fnglish . . . has come down to us in a single ms., writ-

ten about A.D. 1000.” — Britannica, 11th ed., vol. 1I1.



44 BERNARD BERENSON

ing him nearer and nearer to that humanistic
society which under the name of Paradise,
Elysium, Heaven, City of God, Millennium,
has been the craving of all good men these
last four thousand years and more.

Except as its clown and jester, society does
not encourage individuality, and the State ab-
hors it.

Art as art, not art for art, must be
life-enhancing.

Essays in Appreciation (1958)

The ultimate justification of the work of art
is to help the spectator to become a work of
art himself.

Between truth and the search for truth, I
opt for the second.

HENRI BERGSON
(1859-1941)
French philosopher, Nobel Prize 1927

Creative Evolution (1907)

Elan vital. [Vital ardor—or to glow, or
burst.]

Intelligence is characterized by a natural
incomprehension of life.

... for a conscious.being, to exist is to
change, to change is to mature, to mature is
to go on creating oneself endlessly.

Les deux sources de la morale et de Ia religion

[The Two Sources of Morality and Religion] (1932)

The universe . . . is a machine for creating
gods. :

Sex-appeal is the keynote to our
civilization.

Homo sapiens, the only creature endowed
with reason, is also the only creature to pin its

existence on things unreasonable.
American edition, 1935

GEORGE BERKELEY
(1685-1753)
Irish-born English bishop, philosopher

Dialogues Between Hylas and Philoneos (1713)

[ have no reason for believing the existence
of matter. I have no immediate intuition

thereof: neither can | immediately, from any
sensations, ideas, notions, actions or passions
infer an unthinking, unperceiving, inactive
substance —either by probable deduction or
necessary consequence.

The Principles of Human Knowledge (1710)

... that all the choir of heaven and furni-
ture of the earth, in a word all those bodies
which compose the mighty frames of the
world, have any substance without a mind,
that their being (esse) is to be perceived or
known; that consequently so long as they are
not actually perceived by me, or do not exist
in my mind or that of any other created spir-
its, they must either have no existence at all or
else exist in the mind of some eternal spirit.

I, vi

SIR ISAIAH BERLIN
(1909-
Fellow of All Souls, Oxford

“Two Concepts of Liberty,” Inaugural lecture, Octo-
ber 31, 1958, Oxford

But to manipulate men, to propel them to-
wards goals which you—the social
reformers—see, but they may not, is to deny
their human essence, to treat them as objects
without wills of their own, and therefore to
degrade them. ’

In the ideal society, composed of wholly re-
sponsible human beings, laws, because I
should scarcely be conscious of them, would
gradually wither away. Only one social move-
ment was bold enough to render this assump-
tion quite explicit and accepts its
consequences— that of the Anarchists.

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX
(1090-1153)
Abbot of Clairvaux

Meditationes Piissimae et Cogitione Hurnanae
Conditionis*

Man is nothing else than fetid sperm, a
s_z}ck of dung, the food for worms. . . . You
have never seen a viler dunghill.

*The full text, in Latin, is given in Havelock Ellis,
Studies in the Psychology of Sex, vol. 4, p. 119.
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On Consideration

Both swords therefore belong to the
Church, the spiritual and the material. The
material sword is to be drawn in defense of -
the Church, the spiritual by the Church; the
spiritual by the hand of the priest, the mate-
rial by the soldier but at a sign from the priest,

and on the order of the emperor. _
4,3

CLAUDE BERNARD
(1813-1878)

French scientist

Legons de pathologie-expérimentale

Science does not permit exceptions.

Pensées

Hatred is the most clear-sighted, next to
genius.

Introduction a I'étude de la medicine
expérimentale (1865)

Great men have been compared to giants
upon whose shoulders pygmies have climbed,
who nevertheless see further than they.

FRIEDRICH A: ]. VON BERNHARDI
(1849-1930) -

German general

T

Germany and the Next War (1912)

War is a biological necessity of the first im- -

portance, a regulative element in the life of
mankind which cannot be dispensed with.

But it [war] is not only a biological law but
a moral obligation, and, as such, an indispens-
able factor in civilization.

THE BHAGAVAD-GITA
{The Song of God)
(2nd century B.C.)

The Blessed Lord'’s Song (tr. Swami Paramananda,
1944)

Knowledge is indeed better than blind
practice; meditation excels knowledge; surren-
der of the fruits of action is more esteemed
than meditation. Peace immediately follows
surrender.

He who hates no creature and is friendly
and compassionate to all, who is free from at-
tachment and egotism, equal-minded in plea-
sure and pain, and forgiving. .

He to whom the world is not afflicted and
who is not afflicted by the world, who is free
from elation, envy, fear and anxiety, he is dear
to me.

He who neither rejoices, nor hates, nor sor-
rows, nor-desirescand who has renounced «
good and evil, he who is thus full of devotion,

- is dear to me. -

Lust, anger and greed, these three are the
soul-destroying gates of hell.

Forsaking egoism, power, pride, lust, anger
and possession; freed from the notion of
“mind,” and tranquil; one is thus fit to be-
come one with Brahman.

As in this body the embodied soul passes
through childhood, youth and old age, in the
§ same manner it goes from one body to an-
other; therefore the wise are never deluded re-
garding it.

For that which is born death is certain; and
for the dead birth is certain. Therefore grieve
+ not over that which is unavoidable.

BHARITIHARI
(died c. 650)

Indian grammarian

The Sringa Satak (c. 625)

Nothing enchants the soul so much as -
young women. They alone are the cause of
evil, and there is no other.

Woman is the chain by which man is at-
tached to the chariot of folly.

BIAS OF PRIENE IN IONIA
(fl. c. 570 B.C.)
One of the Seven Sages of Greece

Truth breeds hatred.

Maxim

Bias used to say that men sought to calcu-
late life both as if they were fated to live a
long and a short time, and that they ought to
love one another as if at a future time they
would come to hate one another; for that
most men were bad.

Quoted in Diogenes Laértius, Bias, v
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AMBROSE BIERCE
(1842—-disappeared in Mexico 1914)
American writer :

The Enlarged Devil’s Dictionary (1906)

BIBLE, 1. A collection of fantastic legends
without any scientific support. . . . full of dark
hints, historical mistakes and contradictions.

BIRTH, n. The first and direst of all
disasters.

CARTESIAN, adj. Relating to Descartes, a
famous philosopher, author of the celebrated
dictum, Cogito, ergo sum. . .. The dictum
might be improved, however, thus: Cogito co-
gito ergo cogito sum—“I think that [ think,
therefore [ think that I am”; as close an ap-
proach to certainty as any philosopher has
ever yet made.

CHRISTIAN, n. One who believes that the -

New Testament is a divinely inspired book ad-
mirably suited to the spiritual needs of his
neighbor. One who follows the teachings of
Christ so far as they are not inconsistent with
a life of sin.

DECALOGUE, n. A series of command-
ments. . . . Following is the revised edition . . .

Thou shalt no God but me adore:

"Twere too expensive to have more.

Don't steal: thou’lt never thus compete
Successfully in business. Cheat.

HISTORY, n. An account mostly false, of

events mostly unimportant, which are brought -

about by rulers mostly knaves, and soldiers
mostly fools.

IRRELIGION, n. The principal one of the
great faiths of the world.

LABOR, n. One of the processes by which
A acquires property for B.

LAND, n. A part of the earth’s surface, con-
sidered as property. The theory that land is
property subject to private ownership and con-
trol is the foundation of modern society. . . .
Carried to its logical conclusion, it means that
some have the right to prevent others from
living; for the right to own implies the right
exclusively to occupy. . . .

MAMMON, n. The god of the world’s
leading religion.

PHILOSOPHY, n. A route of many roads
leading from nowhere to nothing.

PRAY, v. To ask that the laws of the uni-
verse be annulled in behalf of a single peti-
tioner confessedly unworthy.

RELIGION, n. A daughter of Hope and
Fear, explaining to Ignorance the nature of
the Unknowable.

. REVOLUTION, n. A bursting of the boil-
ers which usually takes place when the safety
valve of public discussion is closed.

SAINT, n. A dead sinner revised and
edited.

UN-AMERICAN, adj. Wicked, intolerable,

heathenish.

SVEN BIRKERTS
1951- )

American literary critic

The Gutenberg Elegies (1994)

What reading does, ultimately, is keep alive
the dangerous and exhilarating idea that life is
not a sequence of lived moments, but a
destiny.

ELIZABETH BISHOP
(1911-1979)
American poet

“The Map” (1946)

Topography displays no favorites; North’s as
near as West.

More delicate than the historians’ are the
lxlap-makers' colors.

“Questions of Travel” (1965)

“Is it lack of imagination that makes us
come

to imagined places, not just stay at home?

Or could Pascal have been not entirely
right

about just sitting quietly in one’s room?

Continent, city, country, sociely:

the choice is never wide and never free.

And here, or there . .. No. Should we have
stayed at home,

wherever that may be?”
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“Crusoe in England” (1976)

Home-made, home-made! But aren’t we
all?

“North Haven” (1978)
The Goldfinches are back or others like

them,

and the White-throated Sp‘arrows ﬁve-note ‘
song,

pleading and pleadmg, brings tears to the
eyes.

Nature repeats herself, or almost does:’

repeat, repeat, repeat; revise, revise, revise."

PRINCE OTTO VON BISMARCK
(1815-1898)

Prussian Chancellor

Not by speeches and nmiority‘decis;ions will-

the greatest problem of the time be decided —
that was the mistake of 1848 — but by Blood
and Iron.
Impromptu speech to ministers and deputies,
Prussian House of Delegates, Septcmber 30, 1862

Nothing should be left to an mvaded peo-
ple except their eyes for weeping.

Quoted in Paul Loyson, The Gods in the Battle -

All treaties between great states cease. to be
binding when they come in conflict’with the
struggle for existence.

+Attributed

B

HUGO L. BLACK
(1886-1971) Lo
U.S. Supreme Court Justice

Majority Opinion, Everson v. Board of Education,
330 U.S. 1 (1947)

The “establishment of religion” clause of
the First Amendment means at least this: Nei-
ther a state nor the Federal Government can
set up a church. Neither can pass laws which
aid one religion, aid all religions, or prefer
one religion over another.

The First Amendment has erected a wall
between church and state. ‘I'hat wall must be
kept high and impregnable. We could not ap-
prove the slightest breach.

Conclusion

Address, New York University School of Law, 1960

The Framers [of the Constitution] knew
that free speech is the friend of change and
revolution. But they also knew that it is always
the deadliest enemy of tyranny.

Opinion, New York 'I'imc"s,v. U.S., June 30, 1971
(the Pentagon Papers case)

In the First Amendment the Founding Fa-
thers gave the free press the protection it must
have to fulfill its essential role in our democ-
racy. The press was to serve the governed, not
the governors. The Government’s power to
censor the press was abolished so that the
press would remain forever free to censure
the government. The press was protected so
that it could bare the secrets of Government
and inform the people.

D

" SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE
(1723-1780)

- English writer on law

Commentaries on the Laws of England (1765)

That the King-can do no wrong, is a neces-

¥ sary and fundamental prmmp]e of the English
constitution,

I, 17

It is better that ten guilty escape than that

‘one innocent suffer.
v, 27

The liberty of the press is indeed essential
to the nature of a free state, but this consists
in laying no previous restraints upon publica-
tion, and not in freedom from censure for

criminal matter when published.
1769 edition, IV, 151

Husband and wife are one person in the
law: that is, the very being or legal existence
of the woman is suspended during the
marriage.

1789 edition

To deny the possibility, nay, actual exis-
tence of witchcraft and sorcery is at once
flatly to contradict the revealed word of God
in various passages of both the Old and New
Testament. . . .

1850 edition

Democracies are usually the best calculated
to direct the end of law; aristocracies to invent
the means by which that end shall be ob-
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SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE»':’

tained; and monarchies to carry those means
into execution. '

The most universal and effectual way of dis-
covering the true meaning of law, when the -
words:are dubious, is by considering the rea-
son and spirit of it; or the cause which moved

the leglslator to enact it. For when this reasont | |

ceases, the law ltself ought likewise, to cease
with it.

To make a particular custom good, the fol-
lowing are necessary requisites: That it has-
been used so long that the memory of man
runneth not to the contrary. -

The oﬁly true and natural foundations of
society are the wants and fears of individuals.
Quoted in J. W Ehrhch Ehrlich’s Blackstone

(1959) -
WILLIAM BLAKE
(1757-1827) '
English poet, artlst
America: A Prophecy (1793) 5 '
For every thmg that hves is. holy, life ‘de
llghts in life; '.-.
Because the soul of sweet delight can never
be defil'd.
’ Plate 8

Annotations to Bacon’s “Essays” (1798)

Self Fvident Truth is one Thing and Truth
the result of Reasoning is another Thing. Ra-
tional Truth is not the Truth of Christ, butof
Pilate. It is the Tree of the Knowledge of

Good & Evil. ‘
“Truth”

Annotation to Watson'’s “Apology for The Bible”
(1798)

All Penal Laws court Transgression & there-
fore are cruelty & Murder. The laws of the
Jews were (both ceremonial & real) the basest
& most oppressive of human codes, & being
like all other codes given under the pretence
of divine command were what Christ pro-
nounced them, the Abomination that maketh
desolation, i.e. State Religion, which is the
source of all Cruelty.

Page 251

]

The Everlasting CoSpel (c. 1818)

The vision of Christ that thou dost see
Is my Vision’s Greatest Enemy:
a. 1-2

Both read the Bible day & night,
But thou read’st black where I read white.
a. 13-14

Thou art a Man, God is no more,
Thine own humanity learn to Adore
' : c. 41-42

If Moral Virtue was Christianity,
¢Christ’s Pretensions were all Vanity. . ..
Supplementary Passage (1818), I. 1

“Milton” (1804-08)

1 will not cease from Mental Fight,

. Nor shall my Sword sleep in my hand
Till we'have built Jerusalem
-In England’s green & pleasant Land.
' Q Preface, 15

: “Jerusalem” (1804-1820)

[ care, not whether Man is Good or Evil: all
that I care
Is whetherhe is a Wise Man or a Fool. Go,
put off Holiness
And put on Intellect . . .
Ch. 4, plate 91

‘ “Auguries of Innocence” (1787)

To See a World in a Grain of Sand

And a Heaven in a Wild Flower,

Hold Infinjty in the palm of your hand

And Eternity in an hour.
‘ Lines 1-4

A Robin Red breast in a Cage
Puts all Heaven in a Rage. :
Lines 5-6

A Horse misus'd upon the Road
Calls to Heaven for Human blood.
Lines 10-11

He who mocks the Infant’s Faith
Shall be mock'd in Age & Death.
He who shall teach the Child to Doubt
The rotting Grave shall ne’er get out.
He who respects the Infant’s Faith
Triumphs over Hell & Death.

Lines 85-90

The Strongest Poison ever known
Came from Caesar’s Laurel Crown.
Lines 95-96
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‘The Whore & Gambler, by the State
Licenc’d, build that Nation's Fate.
The Harlot's cry from Street to Street

Shall weave Old England’s winding Sheet.
Lines 110-114

Songs of Experience (1794)

In every cry of every Man,
In every Infant’s cry of fear,
In every voice, in every ban,
The mind-forg'd manacles | hear.
“London,” st. 2

But most thro’ midnight streets I hear
How the Youthful Harlot's curse
Blasts the new born Infant’s tear,
And blights with plagues the Marriage
hearse.
“London,” st. 4
Love seeketh not Itself to please, '
Nor for itself hath any care,
But for another gives its ease,
And builds a Heaven in Hell’s despair.

“The Clod & the Pebble,”st. 1

Tyger! Tyger! burning bright
In the forests of the night,
What immortal hand or eye
Could frame thy fearful symmetry?
“The Tyger,” st. 1

[ was angry with my friend:
I told my wrath, my wrath did end.
I was angry with my foe:
| told it not, my wrath did grow.
“A Poison Tree,” st. 1

Cruelty has a Human Heart,
And Jealousy a Human Face; -
Terror the Human Form Divine,

And Secrecy the Human Dress.
“A Divine Image,” st. 1

Pocms and Fragments From the Notebook
(1793-1818)

He who binds to himself a joy
Does the winged life destroy;
But he who kisses the joy as it flies

Lives in eternity’s sun rise.
“Eternity”

The Marriage of Heaven and Hell (1790-93)

Without Contranes is no progression. At-
traction and Repulsion, Reason and Energy,
Love and Hate, are necessary to Human
existence.

From these contraries spring what the reli-
gious call Good & Evil. Good is the passive
that obeys Reason. Evil is the active springing
from Energy.

Plate 3

All Bibles or sacred codes have been the
causes of the following Errors:

1. That Man has two rea] existing princi-

~ ples. Viz: a Body & a Soul.

2. That Energy, call'd Evil, is alone from
the Body; & that Reason, call’ d Good, is
alone from the Soul.

3.'That God will torment Man in Eternity
for following his Energies.

But the following Contraries to these are

. True:

1. Man has no Body distinct from his

Soul;. ..

2. Energy is the only life, and is from the
Body; and Reason is the bound . . . of Energy.
Plate 4

Those who restrain desire, do so because
theirs is weak enough to be restrained; . . .
Plate 5

He who desires but acts not, breeds
pestilence.
If the fool would persist in his follyche
would become wise.
Plate 7

~ The man who never alters his opinion is
like standing water, & breeds reptiles of the
mind.

Plate 19 -
“Jah & His Two Sons, Satan & Adam”(1820)

Art is the Tree of Life. Science is the Tree
of Death. God is Jesus.

“A Memorable Fancy”

. the voice of honest indignation is the
voice of God.

“To the Jews” (1804-1820)

If Humility is Christianity, you, O Jews, are
the true Christians. . . . The return of Israel is
a Return to Mental Sacrifice & War. Take up
the Cross, O Israel & follow Jesus.

“Note-book” (1793)

In a wife I would desire
What in whores is always found —
The lineaments of gratified desire.
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The road to excess leads to the palace of
wisdom.

Joys impregnate, sorrows bring forth.

Everything possible to be believed is an im-
age of truth.

One law for the lion and ox is oppression.
Exuberance is beauty.

Truth can never be told so as to be under-
stood and not be believed.

To generalize is to be an idiot.
Written on margin, Joshua Reynolds’ Discourses

LOUIS BLANC
(1811-1882)
French Socialist, journalist

The Organization of Labor (1848 edition, tr. Ron-
ald Sanders) .

... a day will come when 7 strong and ac-
tive government will no longer be needed,
because there will no longer be inferior and
subordinate classes in society. ..... The seed-
bed of Socialisin can be fertilized only by the
wind of politics.

LOUIS AUGUSTE BLANQUI -
(1805-1881)

French radical, journalist

La Patrie en Danger/
The homeland in danger!

Title of his journal; French slogan.

Critique sociale (1834-1850)

A few individuals seized upon the common
earth by ruse or by violence and, claiming
possession of it, have established by laws that
it is to be their property forever. . . . This right
to property logically extended itself from the
soil to other instruments, namely the accumu-
lated products of labor, designated by the ge-
neric term, capital. ’

Humanity never stands still; it advances or
retreats.

PAUL EUGEN BLEULER
(1857-1939)
Swiss psychiatrist

Schizolphrenia [divided mind—or split
soul] ‘
«Word coined in Demntia Praecox (1911)

'GIOVANNI BOCCACCIO
(1313-1375)

Italian author

Il meglio & linimico del bene.
Better is the enemy of good. .
| Quoting a common [talian phrase

LUDWIG BOERNE

"(1786-1837)

German political writer

De; ewige Jude [The Eternal Jew] (1821)
To want to be free is to be free.

If you must hate, if hatred is the leaven of
your life, which alone can give flavor, then
hate what should be hated; falsehood, vio-
lence, selfishness.

Kritiken, No. 21 (1832)

There is nothing to fear but fear.

Fragmente und Aphorismen (1840)

The difference between Liberty and liber-
ties is as great as between God and gods.

The Holy Roman Empire—neither holy,
nor Roman, nor an empire.

- BOETHIUS, ANICUS MANLIUS

SEVERINUS
(c. 480-524)

. Roman philosopher, statesman

De Consolatione Philosophiae (c. 524)

If there is a God, whence proceed so many
evils? If there is no God, whence cometh any
good?

[

As faintness is a disease of the body, so is
vice a sickness of the mind. Wherefore, since
we judge those who have corporal infirmities
to be rather worthy of compassion than ha-
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tred. much more are they to be pitied, and
not abhorred, whose minds are oppressed with

idleness, the greatest malady that may be.
' \Y%

For often in desperate circumstances the,
will embraces death, which nature shuns,
and, on the other hand, the will sometimes
restrains the act of propagation on which
alone the continuation of mortal things de-
pends, which nature always desires.

X1V

Then she [Philosophy, personified] said . . .
I assert that there is no such thing as chance,
and I declare that chance is just an empty
word [inanem vocem] with no real meaning.
For what place can be left for purposelessness
when God puts all things in order?

There is [free will] she said, for there can
be no rational nature that is not endowed

with free will. . ..
XV

LOUISE BOGAN
(1897-1970)

American poet, critic

The blows dealt women by social and reli-
gious change were real, and in certain times
and places definitely maiming. But the articu-
late woman has always made it clear that she
recognizes those biological and psychic laws
which make her, as a modemn eclectic analyst
has recently pointed out, not the opposite or
the “equal” (or the rival) of man, but man’s
complement.

Journal entry, autumn 1962, Journey Around My

Room: The Autobiography of Louise Bogan, 1980

A Poet’s Alphabet (1970)

. in a time lacking in truth and certainty
and filled with anguish and despair, no
woman should be shamefaced in attempting
to give back o the world, through her work, a
portion of its lost heart.

ALEXANDER A. BOGOMOLETZ
(1881-1946)
Ukrainian physician, scientist

The Prolongation of Life (1946)

The, fundamental precept of the fight for
longevity is avoidance of satiety. One must not

lose desires. They are mighty stimulants to
creativeness, to love, and to long life.

The scorn of death is again one of the
methods of prolonging life . . . The best way
not to die too soon is to cultivate the duties of

- life and the scorn of death.

Man is as old as his connective tissues.

NIELS BOHR
(1885-1962)
Danish physicist

There are trivial truths and the great truths.
The opposite of a trivial truth is plainly false.
The opposite of a great truth.is also true.

Contribution, New York Times, October 20, 1957

i

NICOLAS BOIL EAU-DFSPERFAUX
(1636-1711)
French poet and critic

Epistles
The painful burden of having nothing
todo. |} o
' X1
L’Art poétique (i 674)

Who cannot limit himself can never be
able to write.

HENRY:ST. JOHN, VISCOUNT
BOLINGBROKE
(1678-1751)

English statesman

Letters on the Study of History (pub. posthumously
1752)

It is a very casy thing to devise good laws;
the difficulty is to make them effective. The
great mistdke is that of looking upon men as
virtuous, or thinking that they can be made so
by laws, and consequently the greatest art of
the pohtlcnan is to render vices serviceable to
the cause of virtue.

SIMON BOLIVAR
(1783-1830)
South American liberator

If Nature is against us, we will fight Nature.
Quoted by Waldo Frank
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Those who have served the cause of the

revolution have plowed the seas.
Attributed

JOSEPH BONAPARTE
(1768-1844)
French barrister, King of Naples

Gold is, in the last analysis, the sweat of the
poor, and the blood of the brave.
Attributed

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, see Napoleon

- DIETRICH BONHOEFFER
(1906—executed 1945)

German theologian

I fear that Christians who stand with only
onc leg upon earth, also stand with only one
leg in heaven.

Letter to fiancée, August 12, 1943

BONIFACE VIII
(1235-1303)
Pope from 1294

Unam Sanctam (November 18, 1302)

The true faith compels us to believe there
is one holy Catholic Apostolic Church and
this we firmly believe and plainly confess.
And outside of her there is no salvation or re-
mission from sins.

Now, therefore, we declare, say, determine
and pronounce that for every human creature
it is necessary for salvation to be subject to the
authority of the Roman pontiff.

The Burial of the Dead (1662)
In the midst of life we are in death.

Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust;
in sure and certain hope of the Resurrection
unto eternal life. . . .

THE BOOK OF GOOD COUNSELS
(c. 300 B.C.)
Sanskrit

Wealth is friends, home, father, brother,
title to respect and fame;
Yes, wealth is held for wisdom —that it
should be
so is shame.

EVANGELINE CORY BOOTH
(1865-1950)

Salvation Army Commander

Drink has drained more blood . . .
Plunged more people into bankruptcy . . .
Slain more children . ..
Dethroned more reason,
Wrecked more manhood,
Dishonored more womanhood . . .
Blasted more lives . . .
Driven more to suicide, and
Dug more graves than any other poisoned
scourge
that ever swept the death-dealing waves
across the world.
Quoted in biography by P.W. Wilson

JORGE LUIS BORGES
(1899-1986)
Argentine writer

BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER
Liturgy of the Anglican Church,
first published in 1650, with periodic

additions and revisions*

The Litany (1662)

From all inordinate and sinful affection;
and from all the deceits of the world, the
flesh, and the devil, Good Lord, deliver us.

*These quotations from the 1928 edition.

“Blindness” (1984)

For me, to live without hate is easy, for I
have never felt hate. To live without love 1
think is impossible, happily impossible for
each one of us.

Doctor Brodic’s Report (1972)

Writing is nothing more than a guided
dream.
Preface
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CESARE BORGIA
(14762-1507)

Italian cardinal, military leader

Aut Caesar, aut nihil,
Either Caesar or nothing.
Motto
1

FRANK BORMAN
(1928- )

American astronaut, businessman

Capitalism without bankruptcy is like
Christianity without hell. )
Us magazine, April 21, 1986

MARTIN BORMANN
(1900-1945)
German Nazi leader

Education is a danger. . . . At best an edu-
cation which produces useful coolies for us is
admissible. Every educated person is a future

enemy.
Letter to his wife, Gerda

MAX BORN

(1882-1970)

German-born British physicist
Nobel Prize, 1954

My Life and My Views (1968)

... science . .. is so greatly opposed to his-
tory and tradition that it cannot be absorbed
by our civilization.

The human race has today the means for
annihilating itself—either in a fit of completé
lunacy, i.e., in a big war, by a brief fit of de-
struction, or by careless handling of atomic
technology, through a slow process of poison-
ing and of deterioration in its genetic
structure.

Contribution, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists,
June, 1957

BOSTON WOMEN’S HEALTH BOOK
COLLECTIVE

Our Bodies, Ourselves (1970)

For us, body education is core education.
Our bodies are the physical bases from which
we move out into the world; ignorance,
uncertainty —even, at worst, shame—about
our physical selves create in us an alienation
from ourselves that keeps us from being the
whole people that we could be.

JAMES BOSWELL
(1740-1795)
Scottish biographer of Samuel Johnson

Concubinage is almost universal. If it was
morally wrong why was it permitted to the
most pious men under the Old Testament?
Why did our Saviour never say a word
against it? :

Letter to William Temple, March 18, 1775

ANTOINE, COMTE BOULAY DE LA
MEURTHE
(1761-1840)

French politician

C'’est pire qu’un crime, c’est une faute.

It is worse than a crime, it is a blunder.
Comment on Napoleon's execution of the Duke of
Enghien; frequently attributed to Talleyrand

THOMAS BOWDLER
(1754-1825)
English physician, editor

Family Shakespeare (1818)*

I acknowledge Shakespeare to be the
world’s greatest dramatic poet, but regret that
no parent could plhce the uncorrected book
in the hands of his, daughter, and therefore I
have prepared the Family Shakespeare. . . .
Many words and expressions occur which are
of so indecent a nature as to render it highly

*The words “bowdlerize” and “bowdlerism” derive
from this doctor’s name. Among the parts censored by
him were: Hamlet's speeches to Ophelia, Act i1, sc. 2;
the third scene of Act Il of Macheth, the porter’s de-
scription of drinking; Scene 4 of Henry V, Act 111, dur-
ing which Katharine of Anjou attempts to learn
English, which was written in old French.
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desirable that they should be erased. . . . Ex-
pressions are omitted which can not with pro-
priety be read aloud in the family.

Preface

CLAUDE G. BOWERS
(1878-1958)

American historian, diplomat

History is the torch that is meant to illumi-
nate the past, to guard us against the repeti-
tion of our mistakes of other days. We cannot
join in the rewriting of history to make it con-
form to our comfort and convenience.

Introduction, F. Jay ‘Taylor, The U.S. and the
Spanish Civil War, 1956

CHARLES BRADLAUGH
(1833-1891)

English reformer

Speeches (1890)
Liberty's chief foe is theology.

Without free speech no search for truth is
possible . .. no discovery of truth is useful. . ..
Better a thousandfold abuse of free speech
than denial of free speech. The abuse dies in
a day, but the denial slays the life of the peo-
ple, and entombs the hope of the race.

OMAR N. BRADLEY
(1893-1983)

American general

We have grasped the mystery of the atom
and rejected the Sermon on the Mount.
Address, Armistice Day, 1948

LOUIS D. BRANDEIS
(1856-1941)
U.S. Supreme Court Justice

The Employer and Trades Unions (1904)

Industrial democracy should ultimately at-
tend political democracy.

Concurring opinion, Whitney v. California, 274
U.S. 357 (1927)

Fear of serious injury cannot alone justify
oppression of free speech and assembly. Men
feared witches and burnt women. It is the

function of speech to free men from the
bondage of irrational fears.

Those who won our independence . . . val-
ued liberty both as an end and as a means.
They believed liberty to be the secret of hap-
piness and courage to be the sccret of liberty
. .. that without free speech and assembly dis-
cussion would be futile; that with them, dis-
cussion affords ordinarily adequate protection
against the dissemination of noxious doctrine;
that the greatest menace to freedom is an in-
ert people; that public discussion is a political
duty; and that this should be a fundamental
principle of the American government.

But they knew that order cannot be sccured
merely through fear of punishment for its in-
fraction; that it is hazardous to discourage
thought, hope and imagination; that fear
breeds repression; that repression breeds hate;
that hate menaces stable government; that the
path of safety lies in the opportunity to discuss
freely supposed grievances and proposed rem-
edies; and that the fitting remedy for evil
counsels is good ones. . . . Those who won
our independence by revolution were not
cowards. They did not fear political change.
They did not exalt order at the cost of liberty.

Dissent, Olmstead v. U.S., 277 U.S. 438 (1928)

To declare that in the administration of
criminal law the end justifies the means—to
declare that the Government may commit
crimes in order to secure conviction of a pri-
vate criminal —would bring terrible
retribution.

The makers of our Constitution sought to
protect Americans. . . . They conferred, as
against the government, the right to be let
alone—the most comprehensive of rights and
the right most valued by civilized men.

The function of the press is very high. It is
almost holy. To misstate or suppress the news
is a breach of trust.

Contribution, Collier's, March 23, 1912

While there are many contributing causes
of unrest . . . there is one which is fundamen-
tal. That is the necessary conflict—the con-
trast between our political liberty and our
industrial absolutism.

Testimony, U.S. Commission on Industrial
Relations, 1915
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GEORGES BRAQUE
(1882-1963)

French painter

WILLIAM J. BRENNAN
(1906- )
U.S. Supreme Court Justice

Pensées sur I'Art

Art was made to disturb, science reassures.

There is only one valuable thing in art: the
thing you cannot explain.
Quoted in Saturday Review, May 28, 1966

BERTOLT BRECHT
(1898-1956)
German playwright

The Caucasian Chalk Circle (1944-45)
Terrible is the temptation to be good.

Diaries (1920-1922)

... the essence of art is simplicity, grandeur
and sensitivity, and that of form is coolness.

Happy is the country which requires no
heroes.
Quoted in New Republic, September 23, 1976

“Motto” (1936-1938)

In the dark times, will there also be
singing?

Yes, there will be singing.

About the dark times.

GERALD BRENAN
(fl. 1899)

British writer

Thoughts in a Dry Season

Religions are kept alive by heresies, which
are really sudden explosions of faith. Dead re-
ligions do not produce them.

When the coin is tossed either Love or Lust
will fall uppermost. But if the metal is right,
under the one will always be the other.

The American system of criminal prosecu-
tion is accusatorial, not inquisitorial, and the
Fifth Amendment is its essential mainstay.

Malloy v. Hogan, 378 U.S. 1 (1964)

BREYTEN BREYTENBACH
(1939- )
South African-born Afrikaans poet

“Journey” (1978)

in the mountains there are no longer gods
at night the moon is an empty house

the gods have always been human

our love is a kingdom of the gods

“First Prayer for the Hottentotsgod” (1978)

grassyellow lady of prayer,
hear our smoke and our dust—
chastise those who debased your people to
slavery

LEONID ILYICH BREZHNEV
(1906-1982) '

Russian engineer, politician,

General Secretary of Soviet Communist

party

Communism is mankind’s lomorrow.
Fiftieth Anniversary speech, Red Square, Moscow,
November 3, 1967

ROBERT BRIFFAULT
(1876-1948)
British surgeon, anthropologist, novelist

Rational Evolution (1930)

No myth of miraculous creation is so mar-
velous as the fact of man’s evolution.

The empire of the warrior, built by the
sword, perishes by the sword. The dominion
of the priest, established over the minds of
men, endures.

The oppressed are always morally in the
right.

And holders of power are always morally in
the wrong . . . power is, of its intrinsic nature,
an injustice.
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Democracy is the worst form of govern-
ment. It is the most inefficient, the most
clumsy, the most unpractical. . . . It reduces
wisdom to impotence and secures the tri-
umph of folly, ignorance, clap-trap and dema-
gogy. . .. Yet democracy is the only form of
social order admissable, because it is the only
one consistent with justice.

Sin and Sex (1931)

Puritan tradition, combined with Christian
management of adolescence, has converted
the sexual life of civilized men and women
into a neurosis.

The Mothers (1927)

The sexual instincts are the most mallcable
of any instincts. Let them be repressed, let
their direct aim be denied them, and they will
soon assume unrecognizable forms, from the
depth of vice to the highest exaltation of art
and religion,

Ch. 13

Women are innately conservative and, if it
is true that a man learns nothing after forty, it
may be said that a woman learns nothing after
twenty-five.

Ch. 29

A(braham) A(rden) BRILL
(1874-1948)
American psychoanalyst '

The Super-Ego is the highest mental evolu-
tion attainable by man, and consists of a pre-
cipitate of all prohibitions, all the rules of
conduct which are impressed on the child by
his parents and parental substitutes. The feel-
ing of conscience depends altogethef on the
development of the Super-Ego.

Quoted in Downs, Books that Ch.mgec;f the World

or unwittingly, a sense of his uniqueness, of
individuality, of separateness —thus turning
hing front a social animal into an autono-
molis “1.”

Nobel Prize acceptance specch, 1987

Anna Akhmatova: Poems 1983

At certain periods of history it is only poetry
that is capable of dealing with reality by con-
densing it into something graspable, some-
thing that otherwise couldn’t be retained in
the mind.

“Flegy” (1988)

At sunrise, when nobody stares at one’s
face, 1 often

set out on foot to a monument cast in
moltén

lengthy bad dreams. And it says on the
plinth “Commander

in chief.” But it reads “in grief,” or “in
brief,” or “in going under.”

EMILY BRONTE
(1818-1848)
English writer

Last Lines (1846)

No coward soul is mine,
No trembler in the world’s storm-troubled
sphere:
I see Heaven’s glories shine,
And'faith shines equal, arming me from
fear. .
St. ]

Vain are the thousand creeds

That move men’s hearts; unutterably
i vain. .. :
St. 3

RUPERT BROOKE |
(1887-1915) '
British poet '

JOSEPH BRODSKY
(1940-1996)
Russian-born poet

If art teaches anything . . . it is the private-
ness of the human condition. Being the most
ancient as well as the most literal form of pri-
vate enterprise, it fosters in a man, knowingly

Sonnet (1908)

Oh! Death will find me ]ong before I tire
Of watching you; and swing me
suddenly :
Into the shade and loneliness and mire
Of the last land!
St. 1
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“The Dead” (1914)

Honour has come back, as a king. to earth,
And paid his subjects with a royal wage;
And Nobleness walks in our ways again;
And we have come into our heritage.

St. 2

“The Soldier” (1914)

If I should die, think only this of me:
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is forever England.

PHILLIPS BROOKS
(1835-1893)
American religious leader

Sermons (1883)

In the best sense of the word, Jesus was a
radical. . . . His religion has so long been
identified with conservatism . . . that it is al-
most startling sometimes to remember that all
the conservatives of his own times were
against him; that it was the young, free, rest-
less, sanguine, progressive part of the people
who flocked to him.

HENRY PETER, LORD BROUGHAM
(1778-1868)

Scottish statesman, historian

The Present State of the Law (February 7, 1828)

Education makes people easy to lead, but
difficult to drive; easy to govern, but impossi-
ble to enslave.

Practical Observations upon the Education of the
People (1825)

To tyrants, indeed, and bad rulers, the prog-
ress of knowledge among the mass of man-
kind is a just object of terror; it is fatal to
them and their designs.

The great Unwashed.
Attributed

CHARLES BROCKDEN BROWN
(1771-1810)

First American libertarian writer

Aleuin: A Dialogue (c. 1798)

Of all the forms of injustice, that is the
most egregious which makes the circum-
stances of sex a reason for excluding one half
of mankind from all those paths which lead to
usefulness and honor.

HUBERT GEROLD (RAP) BROWN
(1943- )
American Black leader

1 consider myself neither legally nor mor-
ally bound to obey the laws made by a body
in which I have no representation.

We stand on the eve of a Black Revolution.
Statement written in 1967

JOHN BROWN
(1800-hanged 1859)
American abolitionist

... had I so interfered in behalf of the rich,
the powerful, the intelligent, the so-called
great, or in behalf of their children, or any of
that class, and suffered and sacrificed what [
have in this interference, it would have been
all right, and every man in this court would
have deemed it an act worthy of reward rather
than punishment.

Verbatim report of hearing, New York Herald,
November 3, 1859; from last speech,
November 2, 1859

I, John Brown, am now quite certain that
the crimes of this guilty land: will never be
purged away; but with Blood.

Last written statement, handed to a guard
(December 2, 1859)

RITA MAE BROWN
(1944 )
American writer

“Take a Lesbian to Lunch” (1972)

Lesbianisim is the one issue that deals with
wormen reacting positively to other women.
All other issues deal with men and the society
they have built to contain us. The real ques-
tions are: Why are women afraid of one an-
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other? Why does the straight woman throttle
the lesbian? Why do women keep insisting
this is a bedroom issue and not a political is-
sue, when in fact, this issue is at the bottom
of our self-image? If we cannot look at an-
other womnan and see a human being worth
making a total commitment to— politically,
emotionally, physically—then where the hell
are we? :

“Hanoi to Hoboken, A Round Trip Ticket” (1971)

Imperialism, racism and the attendant dis-
regard for human life (change that to all
forms of life) spring from sexism. Way back in
the dim mists of prehistory when man beat
down, degraded and enslaved women he
clearly showed his career preferences. In de-
grading women he degraded himself. Once
the initial inhumanity was committed it was a
simple matter to progress step by step to today.

SIR THOMAS BROWNE
(1605-1682)
English physician, writer

Religio Medici (1643)

No man can justly censure or condemn an-
other, because indeed no man truly knows
another.

Further, no man can judge another, be-
cause no man knows himself.

Charity begins at home, is the vice of the
World: yet is every man his own greatest en-
emy, and, as it were, his own Executioner.

Section iv

Every man is not a proper Champion for
Truth, nor fit to take up the Gauntlet in the
cause of Verity: Many, from the ignorance of
these Maximes, and an inconsiderate Zeal
unto Truth, have too rashly charged the
Troops of Error, and remain as Trophies unto
the enemies of Truth: A man may be in as

* just possession of Truth as of a City, and yet
be forced to surrender; 'tis therefore far better
to enjoy her with peace, than to hazard her in
battle . ..

For indeed Heresies perish not with their
Authors, but, like the river Arethusa, though
they lose their currents in one place, they rise
up again in another. . . . For as though there
were a Metempsychosis, and the soul of one
man passed into another; Opinions do find,

after certain Revolutions, men and minds like
those that first begat them.

Section vi

I could be content that we procreate like
trees, without conjunction, or that there were
any way to perpetuate the World without this
trivial and vulgar way of coition; it is the fool-
ishest act a wise man commits in all his life;
nor is there any thing that will more deject
his cool'd imagination, when he shall con-
sider what an odd and unworthy piece of folly
he hath committed.

‘ Section ix

There is no man alone, because every nun
is a Microcosm, and carries the whole World
about him.

Section x

Natura nihil agit frustra (Nature does noth-
ing in vain) is the only indisputed Axiome in
Philosophy. . . .

Section xv

As Reason is a Rebel unto Faith, so Passion
unto Reason: As the Propositions of Faith
seemn absurd unto Reason, so the Theorems of
Reason unto Passion, and both unto Reason.

Section xix

It is a brave act of valour to contemn death;
but where life is more terrible than:death, it is
then the truest valour to dare to live.

‘Section xliv

There is no such thing as solitude, nor any
thing that can be said to be alone and by it-
self, but God.

Part ii, Section x

Hydriotaphia; Ume Burial* (1658)

But the long habit of living indisposeth us
for dying,

But the iniquity of oblivion blindly
scattereth her poppy, and deals with the mem-
ory of men without distinction of merit of per-
petuity. . .. Who knows whether the best of
men be known, or whether there be not more
remarkable persons forgot than any that stand
remembered in the known account of time?

The Egyptian mummies, which Cambyses
or time hath spared, avarice now consumeth.
Mummy is become merchandise, Mizraim

*The full title: Hydriotaphia; Urne Burial, or a Dis-
course of the Sepulchral Urnes Lately Found in Nor-
folk.



ROBERT BROWNING 59

cures wounds, and Pharoah is sold for
balsame.

There is nothing strictly immortal but
immortality. '

But man is a noble animal, splendid in
ashes, and pompous in the grave, solemnizing
nativities and. deaths with equal luster nor
omitting ceremonies of bravery in the infamy
of his nature.

Christian Morals (pub. posthumously 1716)

Offer not only péace-offerings, but holo-
causts unto God: where all is due make no re-
serve, and cut not a cumin seed with the
Almighty.

L

He that is chaste and continent not to im-
pair his strength, or honest for fear of conta-
gion, will hardly be heroically virtuous.

' 1, i

Live not by old ethics and the classical
rules of honesty. Put no new names nor no-
tions upon authentic virtues and vices. Think
not that morality is ambulatory; that vices in
one age are not vices in another; or that vir-
tues, which are under the everlasting seal of
right reason, may be stamped by opinion.

1, xii

Guide not the hand of God, nor order the
finger of the Almighty unto thy will and

pleasure.
) Pt.3,v

Be able to be alone. Lose not the advantage
of solitude, and the society of thyself.
3, ix
If length of days be thy portion, make it not
thy expectation. Reckon not upon a long life:
think every day the last, and live always be-
yond thy account. He that so often surviveth

his expectations lives many lives.
3, Xxx

Pseudodoxia Epidemica (Enquiries into Vulgar and
Common Frrors) (1646)

As for popular errors, they are more nearly
founded upon an erroneous inclination of the
people, as being the most deceptible part of
mankind, and ready with open arms to re-
ceive the encroachments of error. . . .

Again, their individual imperfections being
great, they are moreover enlarged by their ag-
gregation; and being erroneous in their single

numbers, once huddled together they will be
error itself. For being a confusion of knaves
and fools, and a farraginous concurrence of
all conditions, tempers, sexes, and ages, it is
but natural if their determinations be mon-
strous and many ways inconsistent with truth.
And therefore wise men have always ap-
plauded their own judgment in the contradic-
tion of that of the people. ,

"l'is as dangerous to be sentenced by a Phy-

sician as a Judge.
" Letter to a friend

ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING
(1806-1861)
English poet

Aurora Leigh (1857)

Farth’s fanatics make

"Too frequently heaven’s saints.

And we all have known

Good critics, who have stamped out poets’
hopes;

Good statesmen, who pulled ruin on the
state;

Good patriots, who for a theory, risked a
cause; |

Good kings, who disembowelled for a tax;

Good popes, who brought all good to
jeopardy;

Good Christians, who sat still in easy
chairs,

And damned the general world for standing
up.—

Now, may the good God pardon all good

men!
Bk. IV

Since when was genius found respectable?
Bk. VI

ROBERT BROWNING
(1812-1889)
English poet

“Bishop Blougram’s Apology” (1855)

You call for faith:
I show you doubt, to prove that faith exists.
The more of doubt, the stronger faith, I say,
If faith overcomes doubt.
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“The Bishop Orders His Tomb at St. Praxed’s
Church” (1845)

And then how I shall lie through centuries,

And hear the blessed mutter of the mass,

And see God made and eaten all day long,

And feel the steady candle-flame, and taste

Good strong thick stupefying:
insense-smoke!

The Ring and the Book (1868-69)

Mothers, wives, and maids,
There are the tools wherewith priests man-
age men.
v
... it is the glory and good of Art,
That Art remains the one way possible
Of speaking truth, to mouths like mine, at
lcast.
Xn
There’s a new tribunal now,

Higher than God’s—the educated man’s.
Xxiii

The Tivo Pocts of Croisic

What I call God,
And fools call Nature.

“The Inn Album” (1875)

Ignorance is not innocence but sin . . .

“Easter Day” (1850)

How very hard it is to be
A Christian!
"Tis well averred,
A scientific faith’s absurd . . .

“Pippa Passes” (1841)

God’s in his Heaven—
All’s right with the world!

“Andrea del Sarto” (1855)

Ah, but a man’s reach should excced his
grasp,
Or what's a Heaven for?

“A Death in the Desert” (1864)

... progress, man’s distinctive mark alone,

Not God’s, and not the beasts”: God is, they
are,

Man partly is and wholly hopes to be.

Paracelsus (1835)

Progress is the law of life; man is not man
as yet.

SUSAN BROWNMILLER
(1935- )

American writer

Against Our Will: Men, Women, and Rape (1975)

That some men rape provides a sufficient
threat to keep all women in a constant state of
intimidation, forever conscious of the know-
ledge that the biological tool must be held in
awe, for it may turn to weapon with sudden
swiftness born of harmful intent. . . . Rather
than society’s aberrants or “spoilers of purity,”
men who commit rape have served in effect
as front-line masculine shock troops, terrorist
guerrillas in the longest sustained battle the
world has ever known.

ORESTES A. BROWNSON
(1803-1876)

American Unitarian, Catholic convert,
founder Workingmen’s Party

“The Laboring Classes”

Wages is a cunning devise of the devil for
the benefit of tender consciences, who would
retain all the advantages of the slave system,
without the expense, trouble, and odium of
being slave-holders.

Following the destruction of the Banks,
must come that of the Monopolies, of all
PRIVILEGE. . . . the greatest of them all, the
privilege which some have of being born rich
while others are born poor. It will be seen at
once that we allude to the hereditary descent
of property, an anomoly in our American sys-
tem, which must be removed or the system it-
self will be destroyed.

The most dreadful of all wars, the war of
the poor against the rich, a war which, how-
ever long it may be delayed, will come and
come with all its horrors.

Contribution, Boston Quarterly, 1840
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F

GUIDO (Giordano) BRUNO
(1548-burned at stake, 1600)
Italian philosopher®

Heroic Furies

... religion is needed for restraining rude
populations, which have to be ruled, whereas
rational demonstration is for such, of a con-
templative nature, as know how to rule them-
selves and others.

It is proof of a base and low mind for one
to wish to think with the masses or majority,
merely because the majority is the majority.
Truth does not change because it.is, or is not,
believed by a majority of the people.
Quoted in Mason, Great and Mind Liberating
Thoughts

DENNIS BRUTUS

(1924- )

Rhodesian-born poet, residing in the United
States

“Letters to Martha” (1973)

.. . the resort of the weak

is to invoke divine revenge

against a rampaging injustice;

but in the grey silence of the empty
afternoons

it is not uncommon

to find oneself talking to God.

WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN
(1860-1925)
American politician, fundamentalist

Speech, 1896 Democratic Convention, won Bryan
the nomination for President

Having behind us the producing masses of
this nation and the world, supported by the
commercial interests, the laboring interests,
and the toilers everywhere, we will answer
their demand for a gold standard by saying to
them: “You shall not press down upon the

*“He turned his face away from the proffered crucifix
and died in silence.” —Santillana, The Age of Adven-
ture

brow of labor this crown of thorns; you shall

not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold.”
Quoted in The Memoirs of William Jennings Bryan
(1925)

Scopes trial speech (1925)

There is no more reason to believe that
man descended from an inferior animal than
there is to believe that a stately mansion has
descended from a small cottage.

Man is not a mammal.*

If we have to give up either religion or
eduction, we should give up education.
Contribution, The Commoner, January 1923

All the ills from which America suffers can

be traced to the teaching of evolution.
Address, Seventh Day Adventists, 1924

WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT
(1794-1878)

American poet, editor

The Newspaper Press

The press, important as is its office, is but
the servant of human intellect and its ministry

" is for good or evil, according to the character

of those who direct it. The press is a mill that
grinds all that is put into its hopper. Fill the
hopper with poisoned grain and it will grind it
to meal, but there is death in the bread.

“Prose Writings,” 1

Can anything be imagined more abhorrent
to every sentiment of generosity or justice
than the law which arms the rich with the le-
gal right to fix, by assize, the wages of the
poor? If this is not SLAVERY, we have forgot-
ten the definition. . . . If it be not in the col-
our of his skin, and in the poor franchise of
naming his own terms in a contract for work,
what advantage has the labourer of the North
over the bondman of the South?

Editorial on the rights of workingmen to organize

and strike, June 13, 1836

*Attorney Darrow forced Bryan to repeat this incred-
ible statement several times.
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MARTIN BUBER

(1878-1965)

Austrian-born Israeli theologian,
philosopher

Paths in Eutopia (1950)

Power abdicates only under the stress of
counter-power.
“The Listener” (1962)

I don’t like religion much, and I am glad
that in the Bible the word is not to be found.
BBC broadcast

On Judaism (1967)

The prophet is appointed to oppose the
king, and even more: history.

ROBERT BUCHANAN
© (1841-1901)
Scottish poet, novelist, playwright

The New Rome

The gods are dead, but in their name
Humanity is sold in shame.
While (then as now!) the tinsel'd Priest
Sitteth with robbers at the feast,

~ Blesses the laden blood-stain’d board,
Weaves garlands round the butcher’s sword,
And poureth freely (now as then)
The sacramental blood of men.

PEARL S. BUCK
(1892-1973)
American writer, Nobel Prize 1938

What America Means to Mc (1947)

It may be that religion is dedd, and if it is,
we had better know it and set ourselves to try
to discover other sources of moral strength be-
fore it is too late.

George Villiers, 2nd DUKE OF
BUCKINGHAM
(1628-1687)

English satirist, poet, dramatist

The world is made up, for the most part, of
fools or knaves, both irreconcilable foes to
truth; the first being slaves to a blind credu-
lity, which we may properly call bigotry, and

the last too jealous of that power they have
usurped over the folly and ignorance of the
others, which the establishment of the empire
of reason would destroy.

Letter to Mr. Clifford

HENRY THOMAS BUCKLE
(1821-1862)
English historian

History of Civilization in Fngland (1857)

Every new truth which has ever been pro-
pounded has, for a time caused mischief; it
has produced discomfort, and often unhappi-
ness; sometimes disturbing social and reli-
gious arrangements. . . . And if the truth is
very great as well as very new, the harm is se-
rious. Men are made uneasy; they flinch; they
cannot bear the sudden light; a general rest-
lessness supervenes; the face of society is dis-
turbed, or perhaps convulsed; old interests
and old beliefs have been destroyed before
new ones have been created. These symptoms
are the precursors of revolution; they have
preceded all the great changes through which
the world has passed.

BUDDHA (Siddhartha Guatama)
(c. 563—483 B.C.)
The last historical Buddha*

The Sermon at Benares

These two extremes, monks, are not to be
practiced by one who has gone forth from the
world. What are the two? That conjoined with
the passions and luxury, low, vulgar, common,
ignoble, and useless. Avoiding the two ex-
tremes the Tathagata [the Perfect One, or the
Buddha} has gained the enlightenment of the
Middle Path, which produces insight and
knowledge, and tends to calm, to higher
knowledge, enlightenment, Nirvana.

This is the noble Eightfold way: namely,
right view, right intention, right speech, right
action, right livelihood, right effort, right

*“, .. the last historical Buddha, whose family name
was Gotama . . . son of Suddhotana, one of the chiefs
of the tribe of Sakiyas.” — Britannica, 11th ed., IV,

p. 737, ed. E. A. Burt. The Compassionate Buddha
gives date of birth 544 B.C., family name Gautama,
given name Siddhartha. According to this source, the
Buddhist Scriptures were “first committed to writing
scveral generations after his death.”
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mindfulness, right concentration. This,
monks,.is the Middle Path, of which the
Taghagata has gained enlightenment, which
produces insight and knowledge, and tends to
calm, to higher knowledge, enlightenment,
Nirvana.

Now this, monks, is the noble truth of pain:
Birth is painful, old age is painful, sickness is
painful, death is painful, sorrow, lamentation,
dejection, and despair are painful. Contact
with unpleasant things, not getting what one
wishes is painful. In short, the five groups of
grasping [skandhas] are painful.

Now this, monks, is the noble truth of the
cause of pain: the craving, which tends to re- -
birth, combined with pleasure and lust, find-
ing pleasure here and there; namely the
craving for passion, the craving for existence,
the craving for nonexistence.

Georges Louis Leclerc, COMTE DE
BUFFON
(1707-1788)

French naturalist

Le style est 'homme méme.
Style is the man himself.
Discourse, Académie Frangaise, August 25, 1753

Le Génie, c’est la patience.

Genius is patience.
Attributed by H. de Seychelles

NIKOLAI IVANOVICH BUKHARIN
(1888-1939)

Soviet Russian theoretician

The ABC of Communism

Religion was and continues to be one of
the most powerful instruments in the hands of
the oppressors, for the maintenance of ine-
quality, for the exploitation and for the servile
obedience of the workers. . . . Religion and
Communism are incompatible theoretically
as well as practically. . . . A Communist who
rejects the commandments of religion and
acts according to the orders of the party,
ceases to be a believer. On the contrary, a be-
liever who pretends to be a Communist, but
who breaks the orders of the party in the
name of the commandments of religion,
ceases to be a Communist.

Iaith in God and the devil, in good and evil
spirits, in a word, in religion, is a means of
confusing the national consciousness. . . . Sci-
ence has shown that religion began with the
worship of dead ancestors. . . . Man began first
by worshipping them; the worship of dead
rich men is thus the basis of religion. . ..
When the Hebrews were ruled by their
princes, who punished and tortured them in
every way, there arose the doctrine of a severe
and wrathful God, the God of the Old
Testament. He was a cruel old man who mer-
cilessly chastised his subjects. . . .

Faith in God is thus a reflection of loath-
some earthly conditions; it is faith in a slavery
which exists, presumably, not only on earth
but throughout the Universe.

Works (Steklov edition)

Where there is no religion, no state can ex-
ist. Religion is the substance and essence of
the life of any state.

II
Bukharin and Preobrazhensky

Socialism is Communism in course of con-
struction; it is incomplete Communism.

BULWER-LYTTON, see Lytton

RALPH J. BUNCHE
(1904-1971)

American diplomat

There are no warlike people —just warlike
leaders.
Address, United Nations

LUIS BUNUEL
(1900-1983)

Spanish movie maker

The sexual act cannot be reduced to a
chapter on hygienics; it is an exciting, dark,
sinful, diabolical experience. Sex is a black ta-
rantula and sex without religion is like an egg
without salt. . . . Sex multiplies the possibili-
ties of desire.

A writer or painter cannot change the
world. But they can keep an essential margin
of nonconformity alive. Thanks to them the
powerful can never affirm that everyone
agrees with their acts. That small difference is
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very important. When power feels itself totally
justified and approved it immediately destroys
whatever freedom we have left; and that is
Fascism.

Quoted by Carlos Fuentes, contribution, New York
Times Magazine, March 11, 1973.

JOHN BUNYAN
(1628-1688)
English writer, allegorist

Instructions for the Ignorant (1675)

Question: What kind of sins are the
greatest?

Answer: Adultery, fornication, murder,
theft, swearing, lying, covetousness, witch-
craft, sedition, heresies, or any of the like.

Pilgrim’s Progress (1678)

When they were got out of the wilderness,
they presently saw a town before them, and
the name of that town is Vanity; and at the
town there is a fair kept, called Vanity Fair. At
this fair are all such merchandise sold as
houses, lands, trades, places, honors, prefer-
ments, titles, countries, kingdoms, lusts, plea-
sures and delights of all sorts, as whores,
bawds, wives, husbands, children, masters, ser-
vants, lives, blood, bodies, souls, silver, gold,
pearls, precious stones, and what not.

* Then went the jury out, whose names
were, Mr. Blind-man, Mr. No-good, Mr. Mal-
ice, Mr. Love-lust, Mr. Live-loose, Mr. Heady,
Mr. High-mind, Mr. Enmity, Mr. Liar, Mr.
Cruelty, Mr. Hate-light, and Mr. Implacable;
~ who everyone gave in his private verdict
against him among themselves, and afterwards
unanimously concluded to bring him in
guilty before the judge.

... a man who could look no way but
downward, with a muck-rake in his hand.*

One leak will sink a ship; and one gin will
destroy a sinner.

Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners (1666)

If all the fornicators and adulterers in En-
gland were hanged by the neck till they be
dead, John Bunyan, the object of their envy,
would be still alive and well.

*The original use of the word, which inspired Theo-
dore Roosevelt in his criticism of muckrakers, q.v.

LUTHER BURBANK .
(1849-1926)
American horticultural scientist

Science is knowledge arranged and classi-
fied according to truth, facts, and the general
laws of nature.

The lure of happiness and the fear of pain
are fundamental qualities possessed by all liv-
ing things and are the two forces which have
through untold millenniums kept what we
usually call life from destruction by the ever
sencroaching outside forces of destruction.

Life is heredity plus environment.

"The God within us is the only available
God we know and the clear light of science
{teaches us that we must be our own saviours.
Quoted in San Francisco Bulletin, January 22, 1926

JAKOB CHRISTOPH BURCKHARDT
(1818-1897)

Swiss historian

Reflections on History (1943)

Lasting peace not only leads to enervation;
it permits the rise of a mass of precarious,
fear-ridden, distressful lives which would not
have survived without it and which neverthe-
less clamour for their “rights,” cling somehow
to existence, bar the way to genuine ability,
thicken the air and as a whole degrade the na-
tion’s blood. War restores real ability to hon-
our. As for these wretched lives, war may at
least reduce them to silence.

Further, war, which is simply the subjec-
tion of all life and property to one momentary
aim, is morally vastly superior to the mere vio-
lent egoism of the individual; it develops
power in the service of a supreme general
idea and under a discipline which neverthe-
less permits supreme heroic virtue to unfold.
Indeed, war alone grants to mankind the mag-
nificent spectacle of a general submission to a
general aim.

Ch. 4
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FRANK GELETT BURGESS
(1866-1951)

American writer

Without bigots, eccentrics, cranks and her-

etics the world would not progress.
Attributed

EDMUND BURKE
(1729-1797)

Irish-born British statesman, political writer

A Vindication of Natural Socicty (1756)*

A man is allowed sufficient freedom of
thought, provided he knows how to choose his
subject properly. . . . But the scene is changed
as you come homeward, and atheism or trea-
son may be the names given in Britain to
what would be reason and truth if asserted in
China.

The miseries derived to mankind from su-
perstition under the name of religion, and of
ecclesiastical tyranny under the name of
church government, have been clearly and
usefully exposed. We begin to think and to act
from reason and from nature alone. This is
true of several, but still is by far the majority
in the same old state of blindness and slavery;
and much is to be feared that we shall perpet-
ually relapse, while the real productive cause
of all this superstitious folly, enthusiastical
nonsense, and holy tyranny hold a reverend
place in the estimation even of those who are
otherwise enlightened.

But whoever is a genuine follower of Truth
keeps his eye steady upon his guide, indiffer-
ent whither he is led, provided that she is his
leader.

Where mystery begins religion ends.

All writers on the science of policy are
agreed, and they agree with experience, that
all governments must frequently infringe the
rules of justice to support themselves; that
truth must give way to dissimulation, honesty
to convenience, and humanity itself to the

*“This essay is little known as he was compelled by the
storm of opposition it met to withdraw it from publica-
tion. The reader will not find it in ‘Burke’s Com-
plete(?) Works.” " —Sprading, Liberty and the Great
Libertarians, 1913, p. 60.

reigning of interest. The whole of this mystery
of iniquity is called the reason of state.

Ask of politicians the ends for which laws
were originally designed, and they will answer
that the laws were designed as a protection for
the poor and the weak, against the oppression
of the rich and powerful. . ..

The most obvious division of society is into
rich and poor, and it is no less obvious that
the nuinber of the former bear a great dispro-
portion to those of the latter. The whole busi-
ness of the poor is to administer to the
idleness, folly, and luxury of the rich, and that
of the rich, in return, is to find the best meth-
ods of confirming the slavery and increasing
the burdens of the poor. In a state of nature it
is an invariable law that a man’s acquisitions
are in proportion to his labors. In a state of ar-
tificial society it is a law as constant and as in-
variable that those who labor must enjoy the
fewest things, and that those who labor not at
all have the greatest number of enjoyments. A
constitution of things this, strange and ridicu-
lous beyond expression!

Power gradually extirpates from the mind
every human and gentle virtue. Pity, benevo-
lence, friendship, are things almost unknown
in high stations.

We are indebted for all our miseries to our
distrust of that guide which Providence
thought sufficient for our condition,—our
own reason, which rejecting, both in human
and Divine things, we have given our necks to
the yoke of political and theological slavery.

We first throw away the tales along with the
rattles of our nurses; those of the priest keep
their hold a little longer; those of the govern-
ment the longest of all.

From the earliest dawnings of policy to this
day, the invention of man has been sharp-
ening and improving the mystery of murder,
from the first rude essays of clubs and stones,
to the present perfection of gunnery.

Thoughts on the Cause of the Present Discontents
(1770)

When bad men combine, the good must
associate; otherwise they will fall, one by one,
an unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible
struggle.
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Speeches
Falsehood is a perennial spring.

To tax and to please, no more than to love
and to be wise, is not given to men.
On American Taxation, April 19, 1774

Depend upon it, that the lovers of freedom

will be frec.
To the electors of Bristol, 1774

Abstract liberty, like other mere abstrac-
tions, is not to be found.

All government, indeed every human ben-
efit and enjoyment, every virtue, and every
prudent act, is founded on compromise and
barter. . . . Man acts from motives relative to
his interests; and not on metaphysical
speculations.

The concessions of the weak are the con-
cessions of fear.
On Conciliation with the American Colonies,
March 22, 1775

All wealth is power, so power must infalli-
bly draw wealth to itself by some means or
other.

Commons, February 11, 1780

The people never give up their liberties but

under some delusion.
1784

‘There is one thing and one thing only,
which defies all mutation: that which existed
before the world, and will survive the fabric of
the world itself—I mean justice.

On the impeachment of Warren Hastings

i

Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790)

Make the Revolution a parent of settle-
ment, and not a nursery of future revolutions.

The power of perpetuating our property in
our families is one of the most valuable and
interesting circumstances belonging to it, and
that which tends the most to the perpetuation
of society itself.

We know . . . that man is by his constitu-
tion a religious animal; that atheism is against,
not only our reason, but our instincts; that it
cannot prevail long.

I love a manly, moral, regulated liberty.

Of this I am certain, that in a democracy
the majority of the citizens is capable of exer-
cising the most cruel oppressions upon the

minority . . . and that oppression of the minor-
ity will extend to far greater numbers, and will
be carried on with much greater fury, than
can almost ever be apprehended from the
domination of a single sceptre.

Kings will be tyrants from policy, when sub-
jects are rebels from principle.

An enlightened self-interest. . . .

But the age of chivalry is gone. That of the
sophisters, economists, and calculators has
succeeded; and the glory of Europe is extin-
guished forever.

A State without the means of some change
is without the means of its conservation.

A perfect democracy is therefore the most
shameless thing in the world. As it is the most
shameless, it is the most fearless.

Superstition is the religion of feeble minds.

Letters on a Regicide Peace (1797)

Manners are of more importance than laws.
Upon them, in a great measure, the laws de-
pend. The law touches us but here and there,
and now and then. Manners are what vex or
smooth, corrupt or purify, exalt or debase, bar-
barize or refine us, by a constant, steady, uni-
form, insensible operation, like that of the air
we breathe in. They give their whole form
and color to our lives. According to their qual-
ity, they aid morals, they support them, or
they totally destroy them.

The blood of man should have never been
shed but to redeem the blood of man. It is
well shed for our family, for our friends, for
our God, for our country, for our kind. The
rest is vanity; the rest is crime.

|
War never leaves where it found a nation.

i
Among a people generally corrupt, liberty
cannot long exist.
Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol, April 3, 1777

The tyranny of the multitude is a multi-
plied tyranny.
Letter to Thomas Mercer, February 26, 1790 .
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The only thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men to do nothing.

ROBERT BURNS
(1756~1796) \
Scottish poet

Letters of Robert Burns (1831), Vol. 1,

. a certain delicious Passion, which in
spite of acid disappointment, gin-house Pru-
dence and bookworm Philosophy, I hold to be
the first of human joys, our dearest pleasure
here below.

Memorandum for Dr. John Moore, August 1787

1 have a hundred times wished that one
could resign life as an officer resigns a !

commission. . . :
to Mrs. Dunlop, January 21, 17518

O, what a peacemaker is a guid weel-willy;
p—le.** It is the mediator, the guarantee, the
umpire, the bond of union, the solemn ,
league and covenant, the plenipotentiary, the
Aaron’s rod, the Jacob’s staff, the prophet
Elisah’s pot of oil, the Ahasuerus’ sceptre, the
sword of mercy, the philosopher’s stone, the
horn of plenty, the Tree of Life between man

and woman.
to Robert Ainslie, March 3, 1788

Man is naturally a kind, benevolent animal,
but he is dropt into such a damn’d needy situ-
ation here in this vexatious world, and has
such a whoreson, hungry, growling, multiply-
ing Pack of Necessities, Appetites, Passions &
Desires about him, ready to devour him, for
want of other food; that in fact he must lay
aside his cares for others that he may look
properly to himself. — Every One, more or
less, in the words of the old Scots Proverb,

*This quotation is probably the best known of all
Burke's remarks, credited to him in many books, an-
thologies, etc. It is not to be found in the eight vol-
umes of Burke's letters, although it is frequently listed
as part of a letter to Williani Smith dated 9 January
1795, nor is it in any letter to Mr. Smith. The quota-
tion has been used for many years as a public service
just before national or state elections by a leading ad-
vertising agency, Young & Rubicam. It occupied
whole pages of the New York Times, but neither
Young & Rubicam nor the Times was able to give the
source when requested by G.S.

**This word censored by Burns or his publisher, not
the present compiler.

Attributed®

t
“Has his cods in a cloven stick, and maun

wyse them out the best way he can.”—
i June 30, 1788

All my fears and cares are of this world; if
there is another, an honest man has nothing
to fear from it.

‘ ' 1
“Epistle to the Rev. John McMath”

The upright, honest-hearted man

* Who strives to do the best he can,
Need never fear the church’s ban
Or hell’'s damnation.

“Ode for General Washington’s Birthday”

But come, ye sons of Liberty

Columbia’s offspring, brave as free,

In danger’s hour still flaming in the van,

Ye know, and dare maintain, the Royalty of
Man.

“The Author’s Earnest Cry and Prayer”
Freedom and whiskey gang thegither.

“The Rights of Woman” (1792)

While Europe’s eye is ix'd on mighty
things,

The fate of empires and the fall of kings;

While quacks of state must each produce
his plan,

And even‘children lisp the Rights of Man;

Amid this mighty fuss just let me mention,

The Rights of women merit some attention.

“Robert Bruce’s March to Bannockburn”

By oppression’s woes and pains,
By our sons in servile chains,
We will drain our dearest veins,
But we shall be free.
Lay the proud usurper low!
Tyrants fall in every foe!
Liberty’s in every blow!
Forward! Let us do, or die!
[second version|

“The Cotter’s Saturday Night”

Princes and lords are but the breath of
kings.

“An honest man’s the noblest work of
God.”
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“A Dedication to Gavin Hamilton”

Morality, thou deadly bane,
Thy tens o’thousands thou hast slain!

“Man was Made to Mourn”

Man —whose heaven-erected face
The smiles of love adorn—

Man’s inhumanity to man
Makes countless thousands mourn.

“Second Epistle to Mr. Graham of Fintry” (1791)

Critics—appalled, I venture on the name,
Those cut-throat bandits in the paths of
fame:

JOHN BURROUGHS
(1837-1921)

American naturalist and author

The Light of Day

The deeper our insight into the methods of
nature . . . the more incredible the popular
Christianity seems to me.

Science has done more for the develop-
ment of western civilization in one hundred
years than Christianity did in eighteen hun-
dred years.

One has only to sit in the woods or fields,
or by the shore of the river or lake, and nearly
everything of interest will come round to him,
the birds, the animals, the insects.

quoted in Frank Bergon, ed., The Wilderness
Reader, 1994

ROBERT BURTON (Democritus Jr.)
(1577-1640) ’
English clergyman

The Anatomy of Melancholy (1621)
One religion is as good as another.

As the saying is, homo solus aut deus, aut
daemon: a man alone is either a Saint or a
devil.*

Love indeed (I may not deny) first united
provinces, built cities, and by a perpetual gen-
eration makes and preserves mankind; but if it
rage it has no more love, but burning lust, a
disease, frenzy, madness, hell. . ..

*See Aristotle, Politics, Bk. 1, and Bacon, Essays, “Of
Friendship.”

It subverts kingdoms, overthrows cities,
towns, families; mars, corrupts and makes a
massacre of men; thunder and lightning, wars,
fires, plagues, have not done the mischief as
this burning lust, this brutish passion.

The greatest enemy to man is man.
It is believable because incredible.

If there is hell upon earth, it is to be found
in a melancholy man’s heart.

If adversity hath killed his thousands, pros-
perity hath killed his ten thousands; therefore
adversity is to be preferred. The one deceives,
the other instructs; the one is miserably
happy, the other happily miserable; and there-
fore many philosophers have voluntarily
sought adversity and commend it in their
precepts.

He who goes to law . . . holds a wolf by the
ear.

One man has never married, and that's his
hell; another is, and that’s his plague.

I say with Didacus Stella, a dwarf standing
on the shoulders of a giant may see farther
than a giant himself.

BISHOP RICHARD DE BURY
(1287-1345)
Chancellor of England

Philobiblion (1345)

All the glory of the world would be buried
in oblivion, unless God had provided mortals
with the remedy of books.

HERMANN BUSENBAUM

(or Busembaum)

" (1600-1688)

German Jesuit priest, writer

Medulla Theologiae Moralis (1645)*

When the end is lawful, the means are also
lawful.

*Researchers deny that either Machiavelli or the Soci-
ety of Jesus is the author of the common saying, “The
end justifies the means.” Lord Chief Justice Wilmot
wrote (Collins v. Blantern, 1767), “The end directs
and sanctifies the means.”
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GEORGE HERBERT WALKER BUSH
(1924~ ) )
41st President of the United States

Inaugural address, January 20, 1989

We know what works: Freedom works. We
know what’s right: Freedom is right. We know
how to secure a more just and prosperous life
for man on Earth: through free markets, free
speech, free elections, and the exercise of free
will unhampered by the state.

America is never wholly herself unless she
is engaged in high moral principle. We as a
people have such a purpose today. It is to
make kinder the face of the Nation and gen-
tler the face of the world.

We are a nation of communities, of tens
and tens of thousands of ethnic, religious, so-
cial, business, labor union, neighborhood, re-
gional and other organizations, all of them
varied, voluntary, and unique . . . a brilliant
diversity spread like stars, like a thousand
points of light in a broad and peaceful sky.

Acceptance speech, Republican National
Convention, August 18, 1988

SAMUEL BUTLER
(1612-1680)
English poet, satirist

Miscellaneous Thoughts

Opinion governs all mankind,
Like the blind’s leading of the blind . . .

Authority intoxicates,

And makes mere sots of magistrates;

The fumes of it invade the brain,

And make men giddy, proud, and vain . ..

The souls of women are so small,
That some believe they've none at all . . .
I, 386 (c. 1680)

SAMUEL BUTLER
(1835-1902)
English writer

Note-Books

Al progress is based upon a universal in-
nate desire on the part of every organism to
live beyond its income.

Is life worth living? That is a question for
an embryo, not a man.

The three most important things a man has
are, briefly, his private parts, his money, and
his religious opinions. -

Life is the art of drawing sufficient conclu-
sions from insufficient premises.

Virtue is, as it were, the repose of sleep or

.death. Vice is the awakening of knowledgc of

good and evil —without which there is no life
worthy of the name.
: 1

God and man are powerless without one
another.

Genius is a nuisance, and it is the duty of
schools and colleges to abate it by setting
genius-traps in its way.

It is curious that money, which is the most
valuable thing in life, excepis excipiendis,
should be the most fatal corrupter of music,
literature, painting and all the arts. As soon as
any art is pursued with a view of money, then
farewell, in ninety-nine cases out of a hun-
dred, all hope of genuine good work. -

... genius ... is no respecter of time, trou-
ble, money or persons, the four things around
which human affairs turn most persistently.

An honest God’s the noblest work of man.

To live is like to love—all reason is against
it, and all healthy instinct for it.

Independence is essential for permanent
but fatal to immediate success.

An Apology to the Devil. It must be re-
membered that we have heard only one sidc
of the case. God has written all the books.

XIvV

God and the Devil are an effort after spe-
cialization and division of labor.

As long as there will be an unknown there

will be a God. . ..
XX

Christianity is a woman’s religion, invented
by women and womanish men for them-
selves. The Church’s one foundation is not
Christ, as is commonly said, it is woman; and
calling the Madonna the Queen of Heaven is



70 SAMUEL BUTLER

only a poetical way of acknowledging that

women are the main support of the priests.
XX1

Theist and Atheist

The fight between them is as to whether
God shall be called God or shall have some
other name.

Life is not an exact science, it is an art.
XXI1

To himself everyone is an immortal; he
may know that he is going to die, but he can
never know that he is dead.

If life is an illusion, then so is death—the
greatest of all illusions. If life must not be

taken too seriously—then neither must death.
XXIII

George Gordon, LORD BYRON
(1788-1824)
English Poet

“Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage” (1809-17)

Hereditary bondsmen! know yet not
Who would be free themselves must strike
the blow?
Canto I, Ixxvi

He who surpasses or subdues mankind,
Must look down on the hate of those
below. _
Canto III, xlv

"Tis solitude should teach us how to die;
It hath no flatterers; vanity can give
No hollow aid; alone —man with his God
must strive.
Canto IV, xxxiii

Yet, Freedom! yet the banner, torn, but
flying,
Strearns like the thunderstorm against the
wind!
Canto IV, xcvii

“The Prisoner of Chillon” (1816)

Eternal Spirit of the Chainless Mind!

— Brightest in dungeons, Liberty! thou art:
—For there thy habitation is the heart—
The heart which love of thee alone can

bind. ...

“Marino Faliero” (1820)

They never fail who die

In a great cause: the block may soak their
gore;

Their heads may sodden in the sun; their
limbs

Be strung to city gates and castle walls—

But still their spirit walks abroad.

“Don Juan”(1821)

All tragedies are finish’'d by a death
All comedies are ended by a marriage.

Pleasure’s a sin, and sometimes
Sin’s a pleasure.

"Tis melancholy, and a fearful sign

Of human frailty, folly, also crime,

That love and marriage rarely can
combine,

Although they both are born in the same
clime.

Adversity is the first path to truth.
... the spouseless virgin Knowledge . . .

What men call gallantry, and gods adultery,
Is much more common where the climate’s
sultry.

Christians have burned each other quite
persuaded

That all the Apostles would have done as
they did.

“Let there be light!” said God, “and there
was light.”

“Let there be blood!” said man, and there’s
a sea.

Let us have wine and women, mirth and
laughter,
Sermons and soda-water the day after.

In her first passion woman loves her lover,
In all the others all she loves is love.

“The Giaour” (1813)

For Freedom’s battle, once begun
Bequeath'd by bleeding Sire to Son,
Though baffled oft, is ever won.
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“English Bards and Scotch Reviewers” (1809)

Shrink not from blasphemy— it will pass for
wit.

Diary
What is democracy? —an aristocracy of

blackguards.
) May, 1821

I wish men to be free, as much from mobs
as from kings—from you as me.

Byron’s Letters and Journals, ed. Marchand

The grand primum mobile of England is
cant; cant political, cant poetical, cant reli-
gious, cant moral, but always cant, multiplied
through all the varieties of life.

To John Murray

.

Those who swallow their Deity, really and
truly, in transubstantiation, can hardly find
anything else otherwise than easy of digestion.

To Thomas Moore, March 8, 1822

They say that knowledge is power. I used to
think so, but I now know that they mean
money.

To Douglas Kinnaird

PIERRE J. G. CABANIS
(1757-1808)
French physician, writer

Epigrams

A man is as old as his arteries.
(cf. Bogomoletz)

CAIUS JULIUS CAESAR
(10044 B.C.)

Roman general, statesman, historian*

The Gallic Wars

Fere libenter homines id quod volunt,
credunt.

Men willingly believe what they wish.
“De Bello Gallico,” 111, 18

In his Pontic triumph he displayed among
the show-pieces of the procession an inscrip-
tion of but three words, “I came, 1 saw, | con-
quered,” (Veni, vidi, vici), not indicating the
events of the war, as the others did, but the
speed with which it was finished.

Then Caesar cried: “Take we the course
which the signs of the Gods and the false
dealings of our foes point out! The die is
cast,” said he. (lacta alea est.)

Et tu Brute.*”
Quoted in Suetonius, The Lives of the Caesars:
‘The Deified Julius

. all men who deliberate upon difficult
questions ought to be free from hatred and
friendship, anger and pity.

Quoted in Cirspus C. Sallustius, “The War with
Catiline” (tr. ]. C. Rolphe), I, 1.

When the swords flash, let no idea of love,
piety, or even the face of your fathers move
you. If they oppose you, let the blood of your
own fathers flow from your blade.

Attributed by Lucan; quoted by Montaigne

PEDRO CALDERON DE LA BARCA
(1600-1681)
Spanish dramatist, poet

La Vida es Sueiio [Life is a Dream)

It is man’s greatest crime to have been
born.

*Aulus Hirtius is credited with writing parts of Cae-
sar’s Commentaries, and the eighth book of The Gal-
lic Wars.

**Suctonius writes that Caesar, speaking Greek, said
“Kai su teknon” [“You too, my child?”] (Rolphe tr.,

p. 111).
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CALGACUS
(c. 85 A.D.)
Caledonian tribal chief

Atque ubi colitudinum faciunt pacem
appellant.
They create a desolation and call it peace.
Quoted in Tacitus, Agricola (tr. H. Mattingly p. 80)

JOHN C. CALHOUN
(1782-1850)

American statesman

Speeches

A power has risen up in the government
greater than the people themselves, consisting
of many, and various, and powerful interests,
combined into one mass; and held together :
by the cohesive power ofithe vast surplus in
the banks.

On the Public Deposits, May 28, 18367

There never has yet existed a wealthy and
civilized society in which one portion of the
community did not, in point of fact, live on
the labour of the other.

On the Reception of Abolition Petitions, February,
1837

Many in the South once believed that it
(slavery) was a moral and political evil. That
folly and delusion are gone. We see it now in
its true light and regard it as the most safe and

stable basis for free institutions in the world.
January 12, 1838

CALLIMACHUS**
(fl. 250 B.C.)

Greek poet, grammarian

Still are thy pleasant voices, thy nightin-
gales, awake; for death, he taketh all away, but
them he cannot take.

Epigram 80

A good man never dies. ,
Epigram 451

A great book, a great evil.***
Quoted in Athenaeus, The Doctors at Dinner, 72*

*Frequently but falsely attributed to Lincoln.
**From Greek Anthologies, Book 7, tr. W. ]. Cory.
***The word “great” is interpreted as “large” or
“long” by critics.

JOHN CALVIN
(né Jean Chauvin or Caulvin)
(1509-1564)

French protestant reformer

Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536)

God foreordained, for His own glory and
the display of His attributes of mercy and jus-
tice, a part of the human race, without any
merit of their own, to eternal salvation, and
another part, in just punishment of their sin,
to eternal damnation.

The interdiction of marriage to priests was
an act of impious tyranny, not only contrary
to the word of God, but at war with every -
principle of justice.

God, who is perfect righteousness, cannot
love the iniquity which He sees in all. All of
us, therefore, have that within us which de-

serves the hatred of God. ‘

And therefore the very infants themselves,
since they bring with them their own damna-
tion from their mother’s wombs, are bound
not by another’s but by their own fault. For al-
though they have not as yet brought forth the
fruits of their own iniquity, yet they have the
sceds thereof inclosed within them; yea, their
whole nature is a certain seed of sin.

.

CHARLES PRATT, 1st Earl Camden
(1714-1794)
Lord Chancellor of England

The great end for which men entered into
society was to preserve their property. That
right is preserved sacred and incommunicable
in all instances where it has not been taken
away or abridged by some public law for the
good' of the whole.

Judgment, Entick v. Carrington, 1765

1

TOMMASO CAMPANELLA
(1568-1639)
Italian philosopher

“The People”

The people is a beast of muddy brain
That knows not its own strength.
(cf. Alexander Hamilton)
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ALBERT CAMUS
(1913-1960)

Algeria-born French novelist,
Nobel Prize 1957

The Fall (1957)

Don’t wait for the last judgment—it takes
place every day.

We cannot assert the innocence of anyone,
whereas we can state with certainty the guilt
of all. Every man testifies to the crime of all
the others—that is my faith and hope.

Truth, like light, blinds. Falsehood, on the
contrary, is a beautiful twilight that enhances
every abject.

Summer in Algiers (1938)

If there is a sin against life, it consists per-
haps not so much in despairing of life as in
hoping for another life and in eluding the im-
placable grandeur of this life.

The Myth of Sisyphus (1955)

I' want everything to be explained to me or
nothing. . . . The absurd springs from this
confrontation between the human call and
the unreasonable silence of the world.

The absurd is the essential concept of the
first truth.

There is but one truly serious philosophical
problem, and that is suicide. Judging whether
life is or is not worth living amounts to an-
swering the fundamental question of
philosophy.

There exists an obvious fact that seems ut-
terly moral: namely, that a man is always a
prey to his truths. Once he has admitted
them, he cannot free himself from them.

It was previously a question of inding out
whether or not life had to have a meaning to
be lived. It has now become clear, on the
contrary, that it will be lived all the better if it
has no meaning.

To think is first of all to create a world (or
to limit one’s own world, which comes to the
same thing).

But crushing truths perish from being
acknowledged.

Notchooks 1 (1935-42)

A guilty conscience needs to confess. A
work of art is a confession.

Turning its back to skepticism . . . humanity
strives to find a truth. It will rclax when soci-
ety has found an error that is livable.

Beauty is unbearable . . . offering us for a
minute the glimpse of an eternity that we
should like to stretch over the whole of time,

Man, at bottom, is not entirely guilty, since
he did not begin history, nor entirely inno-
cent, since he continues it.

Notebooks 1V (1942-51)

If Christianity is pessimistic as to man, it is
optimistic as to human destiny. Marxism, pes-
simistic as to destiny, pessimistic as to human
nature, is optimistic as to the progress of
history.

He who despairs of events is a coward, but
he who hopes for the human lot is a fool.

An achievement is a bondage. It obliges
one to a higher achievement.

The Plague (1948)

Can one be a saint without God: this is the
only concrete problem I know today.

Since the order of the world is shaped by
death, mustn't it be better for God if we re-
fuse to believe in Him, and struggle with all
our might against death, without raising our
eyes towards heaven where He sits in silence.

The Rebel (1954)

Revolt and revolution both wind up at the
same crossroads: the police! or folly.

Nobel Prize Specch (1957)

In all circumstances of his life, the writer
can recapture the feelings of a living commu-
nity that will justify him. But only if he ac-
cepts as completely as possible the two trusts
that constitute the nobility of his calling: the
service of truth and the service of freedom.

True artists scorn nothing.
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Conceming players, we have thought it fit
to excommunicate them so long as they con-
tinue to act.

First Council of Arles, Decree (314)

Let bishops, priests, and deacons, and in
general all the clergy who are employed in
the service of the altar, abstain from conjugal
intercourse with their wives and the begetting
of children; let those who persist be degraded
from the ranks of the clergy.

| Council of Elvira (c. 300)

Under ¢oercion a man may sin except with
respect to idolatry, incest and murder.
Council of Lydda, Decree (132)

We believe . .. in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, born of the Father . . . of the
substance of the Father, God from God . . .
born, not made, consubstantial with the
Father.

“The Nicene Creed,” Council of Nicaea (325)

The Church abhors bloodshed.
Council of Tours, Decree (1163)*

If any one saith that the sacraments of the
new law were not all instituted by Jesus
Christ, our Lord, or that they are more or less
than seven, to wit, baptism, confirmation, the
eucharist, penance, extreme unction, orders,
and matrimony; or even that any one of these
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