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Editor’s Foreword

When writing the foreword to a book dealing with warfare that occurred
many centuries ago, one would expect to use all sorts of adjectives but
hardly “timely.” Yet, after extremely serious recent events, the topic of cru-
sades is back, and this book tells us about the crusaders coming from the
“West,” “jihads” launched in the Middle East, clashes of nations and ide-
ologies, kidnapping and ransom, assassination and what we presently call
“ethnic cleansing.” Alas, the parallels—while seemingly obvious to some—
are rather poor and sometimes incongruous. But then again the understand-
ing of the historical crusades in their heyday was not much clearer and it
has taken a long time to get a better fix on them. That is one of the reasons
why this book might just as well be characterized by adjectives like inter-
esting, informative, even revealing.

This Historical Dictionary of the Crusades does enhance our under-
standing of a long period of intermittent warfare which lies far enough back
that we should be able to regard it dispassionately but involves concepts
and events that are hard to forget and harder to comprehend. There are con-
cise dictionary entries on places (not only in the Middle East) and persons
(kings and sultans, popes and warriors, preachers and chroniclers), the ma-
jor campaigns, battles and sieges, the weapons and armor, relevant aspects
of land and naval warfare, all of which provide the essential facts and fig-
ures as we know them. The often confusing succession of events is sorted
out in the chronology. But most interesting is perhaps the introduction,
which tries to make sense of a controversial and chaotic period, as much
sense as can be made and certainly more than we have of the present situa-
tion. Those who want to know more, and there are bound to be many,
should then resort to the bibliography.

This new volume in the War, Revolution, and Civil Unrest series was
written by Corliss K. Slack who is professor of European history in the De-
partment of Politics and History of Whitworth College. Her teaching covers
the medieval period and the crusades, on which she wrote her first book,
Crusade Charters, 1138-1270. She has also written papers on crusade top-
ics for various international conferences and journals. This historical dic-
tionary, which requires an impressive breadth of coverage and depth of
knowledge, is her most ambitious project so far. Most readers will conclude
that she has accomplished this task with skill and given us a book that is not
only informative but will make us think.

Jon Woronoff, Series Editor

X






Preface

The crusades movement involved a number of medieval Western European
communes and monarchies in an effort to conquer and colonize the Middle
East and the Baltic region that lasted from 1096 until at least 1291. At-
tempts to summarize and categorize a multifaceted activity that was prac-
ticed over a two-hundred-year period are complicated by the range of par-
ticipants, motives, and regional histories. This dictionary is meant as an
introduction to students, providing an overview of events and examples of
involvement by statesmen, ecclesiastical leaders, and ordinary people. The
lengthy bibliography gives a sense of the wide impact of the crusade
movement and its roots in a number of European institutions. The introduc-
tion sets the frame for further study.

Arabic place and proper names and alternate spellings are available in
the second edition of the six-volume History of the Crusades, Kenneth Set-
ton, general editor (Philadelphia, 1969-1989). Students will find consider-
able variation among reference works in the transliterations of Arabic words
and names, and will find the Setton history in some cases outdated. In this
volume Arabic words are given in the simplified form used in newspapers
and journals in the United States, often without diacritical marks, glottal
stops, long vowelings, etc. European and African place and proper names
also appear, with some exceptions reflecting common use, in spellings fa-
miliar to American readers.

The words “Muslim” and “Islam” are used in some of the entries as
shorthand to denote all followers of the teachings of Muhammad. Students
should be aware that Islam in the 12th century was divided into numerous
sects or denominations, reflecting an extremely diverse set of beliefs and
practices. While in theory there was an Islamic theocracy based at Baghdad,
in fact the political landscape was fragmented. “Muslim” is only as descrip-
tive as “Christian,” and equally problematic.

Some medieval Europeans referred to “Christendom” or the “Holy
Roman Empire” as if there were a unified political entity which effectively
ruled them. In fact the territorial boundaries of modern European nations
were not yet set, and there was no effective political unity over the whole.
The religious and political entity in the medieval Mediterranean region with
the longest history of effective organization was the Byzantine Empire, a
remnant of the Christianized Roman Empire.

Xi



xii ® Preface

With the benefit of hindsight, we can see that the energy driving the
conquests of the crusades came from the emerging civilizations of Europe
and Islam as they sought to establish themselves in the Mediterranean re-
gion. The boundaries of the territorial states with which we are now familiar
were set in a contest for economic and military supremacy that was often
expressed in religious terminology. While there are moments when spiritu-
ality is expressed by individuals on either side with either terrifying or in-
spiring effect, the main stuff of crusades history is military strategy and
incident, trade treaties, propaganda, and maneuvering for political advan-
tage. Students are encouraged to go directly to the English translations of
crusade chronicles to enjoy for themselves the medieval view of the contest.
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Chronology

1009  The Fatimid Caliph of Egypt destroyed Christian shrines in Jerusa-
lem, including the church of the Holy Sepulchre.

1054  Differences in theology, language, liturgy, and organization caused
a split between Rome and the other four original churches of the Christian
world: Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem, and Alexandria. The dispute, in
the first instance a disagreement between a papal legate and the Patriarch of
Constantinople, was exacerbated by the events of the next two centuries,
including the conquest of Constantinople by the Fourth Crusade in 1204, so
that the division of the church was eventually institutionalized as the Roman
Catholic vs. the Greek Orthodox denominations.

1071  The Seljuk Turks under Alp Arslan defeated the Byzantine impe-
rial forces led by Emperor Romanus Diogenes at the battle of Manzikert,
Turkey, on 26 August. Turkish conquest of much of the Byzantine eastern
Mediterranean followed, including Jerusalem by 1078.

1090  Hasan al-Sabbah founded the Ismaili group known to the crusaders
as the Assassins at Alamut in northern Iran.

1095  On 27 November Pope Urban II preached the First Crusade at a
church council in Clermont, France, at least partially in response to a re-
quest for military assistance from the Emperor Alexius I Comnenus of
Byzantium.

1096  Various crusade parties traveled towards an arranged meeting point
at Constantinople, where Emperor Alexius I Comnenus expected them as
mercenaries. Europeans led by Emicho of Flonheim massacred Jews in the
Rhineland in May and June. A “people’s crusade” led by Peter the Hermit
was annihilated near Nicaea by the Turks on 21 October.

1097  The First Crusade, with assistance from the Byzantines, took Ni-
caea, Dorylaeum, and Tarsus during the summer. The crusade army, led by
Godfrey of Bouillon started the siege of Antioch in October.

1098  Leaders of the First Crusade created lordships from conquered
territory: Baldwin of Boulogne became count of Edessa in March; Bo-

xvii
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hemond of Taranto became prince of Antioch in June. Islamic power, theo-
retically unified, was in fact divided under regional dynasties. The Fatimids
of Egypt took Jerusalem from the Seljuk Turks on 26 August.

1099  On 22 July Godfrey of Bouillon took the title of Advocate of the
Holy Sepulchre after the successful First Crusade siege of Jerusalem.

1101  Seasonal expeditions from Europe continued during the years be-
tween the named crusades. In this instance crusaders from European en-
claves that are now parts of Italy, France, and Germany assembled in Con-
stantinople in April and were placed under the leadership of First Crusader
Raymond of St. Gilles. They were defeated in battles with the sultan of
Iconium and the Danishmends during the summer.

1109  Tripoli was taken by a crusading army on 12 July.

1119  The Muslim ruler of Mardin called for a jihad against the Christian
regent of Antioch, Roger of Salerno. Roger was killed and his forces deci-
mated at the Battle of “the Field of Blood” at Darb Sarmada west of Aleppo
on 28 June.

1120  The Templars, the first military monastic order, was founded in
Jerusalem by Hugh of Payns and several companions. The foundation of
other military orders such as the Hospitallers, Teutonic Knights, and the
Swordbrethren followed, so that in the 12th and 13th centuries crusading
monks fought in Spain and the Baltic region as well as in the Holy Land.

1124  Tyre was taken by a crusading army on 7 July.

1144  Crusader Edessa was taken in December by Zengi, the Muslim
governor of Mosul.

1145  Pope Eugenius III issued the bull on 1 December for what would
be the Second Crusade.

1146 On 31 March St. Bernard of Clairvaux preached the crusade at
Vézelay. King Louis VII of France and many of his nobles took the cross. A
second Muslim attack on Edessa destroyed much of the city on 3 Novem-
ber.
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1147  Expeditions were made by Europeans against the Slavic Wends in
the Baltic area (Baltic Crusades, July-September) and Muslim cities in
Iberia (Reconquista, October). The armies of King Louis VII of France and
King Conrad III of Germany set off towards the Levant in the fall. Conrad’s
army was decimated in Asia Minor by the Turks in October. He himself
was able to escape and join Louis in northern Syria.

1148  King Louis VII of France, King Conrad III of Germany, and King
Baldwin III of Jerusalem unsuccessfully attacked Damascus on 24-28 July.

1149  Nur al-Din defeated the army of Antioch on 29 June. Prince Ray-
mond of Antioch was killed in battle. Damascus accepted Nur al-Din as
overlord in April of 1154.

1153  Reynald of Chétillon married Constance, regent of Antioch 1130-
53, and took the title of Prince of Antioch in the spring. King Baldwin III of
Jerusalem took Ascalon on 22 August.

1163  King Amalric I of Jerusalem began a series of attacks on Egypt,
hoping to extend his borders and protect the Latin Kingdom. The expedition
of 1163 was followed by further attacks on Egypt in 1164, 1167, 1168, and
1169.

1165  This year saw the first recorded incidence of Cathar heretics in
southern France. From 1165 to 1208 the papacy attempted to deal with Ca-
tharism by ecclesiastical censure and debate. After 1208 the papacy pursued
heretics by means of the Crusade, and later, the Inquisition.

1169-71 Saladin, by order of Nur al-Din, took Egypt and proclaimed the
Abbasid caliphate there on 10 September 1171.

1174  Saladin took Damascus on 28 October.

1175  Saladin was invested by the caliph at Baghdad in May with Egypt
and Syria.

1179  Saladin’s reorganized Egyptian fleet attacked crusader seaports.

1181  Reynald of Chatillon, now lord of Kerak and the Transjordan, de-
fied the authority of King Baldwin IV of Jerusalem by attacking a caravan
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to Mecca during the summer of 1181, and in 1182-83, by raiding Red Sea
ports.

1182-83 Saladin’s attack on Beirut failed in August 1182, but his authority
was recognized by Aleppo the following June.

1186  Saladin was recognized as suzerain of Mosul on 3 March; Guy of
Lusignan was crowned king in Jerusalem during the summer.

1187  Reynald of Chatillon defied King Guy by attacking a caravan from
Cairo to Damascus during a truce between Saladin and the Latin Kingdom.
Saladin defeated the army of the kingdom at Hattin on 4 July, and then took
Jerusalem on 2 October. He held King Guy and the relic of the True Cross
for ransom, and executed Reynald. Conrad of Montferrat arrived at Tyre,
and successfully defended it against Saladin. Pope Gregory VIII proclaimed
the Third Crusade on 29 October.

1189  Saladin had taken almost all of crusader territory. Guy of Lusignan
began the siege of Acre in August with the help of a Pisan fleet as a first
step in the proposed reconquest called the Third Crusade. English crusaders
aided the Portuguese at Silves in September.

1190  Emperor Frederick I Barbarossa took Iconium in Turkey, defeating
the Seljuk Turks. He then drowned crossing a river in Cilicia on 10 June.
The Third Crusade continued, focusing on the siege of Acre. Count Henry
of Champagne arrived at the siege with other European crusaders in July.
Conrad of Montferrat, based at Tyre, married Isabel, claiming the throne of
Jerusalem, on 24 November.

1191 King Philip II of France arrived at Acre on 20 April, joining the
siege, while King Richard I of England took Cyprus from the Byzantines.
Acre fell to the crusaders in July after Richard’s arrival, and the king of
England then defeated Saladin’s army at Arsuf on 6 September.

1192  On 28 April Conrad of Monferrat was assassinated, leaving Isabel,
the heir to Jerusalem, a widow. On 5 May she married Count Henry of
Champagne. Guy of Lusignan bought Cyprus from the Templars, founding
the Kingdom of Cyprus. King Richard I of England left Acre on 9 October,
ending the Third Crusade.
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1193  Saladin died on 4 March, leaving a power struggle that temporarily
protected the remnants of the crusader kingdom, now based at Acre.

1197  Henry of Champagne, de facto ruler of Jerusalem, died 10 Septem-
ber. In October his widow married Amaury of Lusignan, king of Cyprus,
thus uniting the two kingdoms. Amaury had become a vassal of the Holy
Roman Empire during a crusade launched from Italy by Emperor Henry VI
before the latter’s death in September.

1198  Pope Innocent III proclaimed the Fourth Crusade.

1200  Saladin’s brother al-Adil was proclaimed sultan of Egypt and Syria
on 4 August.

1202  European crusaders joined the Venetians in October at the siege of
the Christian city of Zara in order to pay for passage to the Levant. Pope
Innocent III excommunicated the crusade army as a result of its attack on a
Christian city.

1203  Pardoned, the crusaders proceeded to Constantinople in order to
reinstate Byzantine Emperor Isaac II Angelus, who had been blinded and
deposed by his brother Alexius III in 1195. Isaac’s heir Alexius IV had
promised aid for the Fourth Crusade in return for their assistance.

1204  Alexius V Ducas deposed Isaac II and strangled Alexius IV in Feb-
ruary. The crusaders took and sacked Constantinople on 13 April, dividing
the city with the Venetians. They then crowned Count Baldwin IX of Flan-
ders Byzantine Emperor on 9 May. The Fourth Crusade was over, but Bald-
win and other Europeans became involved in a war of conquest to take
territory in order to create a new Latin Kingdom or Empire of Constantin-
ople.

1205 Count Baldwin was captured and killed in April, leaving his
brother Henry of Flanders as regent in Constantinople for the struggling
Latin Empire.

1206  St. Dominic’s mission to southern France resulted in his attention
to the problem of heresy and the foundation of the Dominican order.
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1208  Theodore I Lascaris was crowned Byzantine Emperor at Nicaea by
the Greeks in opposition to the Latin occupation. Papal legate Peter of Cas-
telnau was murdered in southern France on 14 January by Cathar heretics.
Pope Innocent III launched the Albigensian Crusade in response to the mur-
der, setting off a war that would eventually benefit the kings of France by
consolidating the south under their rule.

1210  In 1205 Amaury of Cyprus and Jerusalem had died, leaving the
original crusader kingdom in the hands of a regent, John of Ibelin. King
Philip II of France (participant in the Third Crusade) was asked by the titu-
lar aristocracy of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem to nominate a warrior to
rule the kingdom. He chose John of Brienne, a nobleman from Champagne.
Backed financially by both the king and the pope, John arrived in Acre for
his coronation on 3 October and marriage to Maria, the daughter of Isabel
of Jerusalem and Conrad of Montferrat.

1212  Peasants from Germany and France participated in the ill-fated
(and misnamed) Children’s Crusade in which the poor attempted to recap-
ture Jerusalem.

1213 Pope Innocent III proclaimed the Fifth Crusade.

1215  The Fourth Lateran Council laid the organizational foundation for
the Fifth Crusade. The first Dominican convent was founded at Toulouse in
response to the Cathar heresy.

1216  Pope Innocent III died and was replaced by Honorius III in July.

1217  The Fifth Crusade began. Crusaders from Hungary went to Acre,
but were unable to recapture territory in the old Latin Kingdom.

1218 A force of Europeans arrived at Damietta, in Egypt, on 27 May
intending to attack the seat of Muslim power in the Middle East as a key to
the reconquest of Jerusalem. In southern France, Simon of Montfort, leader
of the Albigensian Crusade forces, died at the siege of Toulouse on 25 June.
Saladin’s brother died 31 August, and passed the sultanate of Egypt to his
son al-Kamil.

1221  The Fifth Crusaders surrendered to al-Kamil, sultan of Egypt on 30
August. Crusading after this point is even more difficult to disentangle as a
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separate entity from the wars of the European powers, although many of
these wars were called crusades by the participants. Some key events in the
history of European wars in the Levant, in Spain (the Reconquista), and in
the Baltic region (the Northern or Baltic Crusades) are listed below.

1225  Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II married Isabel, daughter of
John of Brienne (d.1237), and claimed the Kingdom of Jerusalem in her
name. In spite of a previous agreement with John, who had expected to hold
the regency of the kingdom for his daughter until his own death, Frederick
immediately claimed the title and effective control of the kingdom, which
was based at Acre. His delays in leaving for a promised crusade led to his
excommunication by the pope from 1227-30. He finally left for what is
sometimes called the Sixth Crusade in 1228, and regained Jerusalem by
means of a treaty with al-Kamil, sultan of Egypt in 1229.

1229  The treaty by which Ayyubid Sultan al-Kamil gave Emperor Fre-
derick II Jerusalem and parts of the land pilgrimage route to it has been lost,
leaving us in ignorance of its details. Both rulers earned the criticism of
their own followers for making the agreement. Frederick entered Jerusalem
in defiance of the patriarch of the city, who had placed it under interdict to
prevent Frederick’s coronation as ruler of the Latin Kingdom. The Em-
peror’s army completed their pilgrimage on March 18 by visiting the Holy
Sepulchre, where Frederick crowned himself.

Frederick fought the troops of the patriarch of Jerusalem in Acre, while
John of Brienne, backed by the pope, raised an army against the Emperor in
Italy. Leaving a garrison to protect his interests in Acre, Frederick, pelted
with garbage by the inhabitants, left for Italy on 1 May.

The Peace of Paris ended the Albigensian Crusade on 12 April.

1233  The Inquisition began operating in southern France in response to
the continuing resistance of heretics, and especially the Cathars, to the au-
thority of the pope.

1239  The crusade of Count Theobald IV of Champagne extended the
treaty concluded by Emperor Frederick II during the Sixth Crusade (1240).

1240  The papacy preached a crusade against Emperor Frederick II (see
above, 1229). Earl Richard of Cornwall left England for the Holy Land,
where in April of 1241 he confirmed Theobald of Champagne’s treaty with
the sultan of Egypt and refortified Ascalon.
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1244  In August Jerusalem was sacked by the Khwarizm Turks. On 17
October at the battle of La Forbie (or Harbiyya) between Egypt and a Euro-
pean/Syrian coalition, the army of the crusader kingdom was destroyed.

1249  Saint Louis IX, king of France, unsuccessfully attacked Egypt. He
spent several years in the Levant, not sailing for home until 1254.

1258  Mongol armies sacked Baghdad in February, ending the Abbasid
caliphate.

1260 Mongol armies took Aleppo and Damascus, but were prevented
from entering Egypt by Mamluk sultan Baybars I.

1261  The Greeks retook the Byzantine Empire, which had been con-
quered by Western Europeans in 1204.

1265-71 Mamluk sultan Baybars I took Antioch and other important for-
tresses in the remains of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem, now based at
Acre.

1270  Saint Louis IX, king of France, attacked Muslim North Africa at
Tunisia in July. The king died on crusade on 25 August.

1291  The city of Acre fell to the Muslims on 18 May, ending the effec-
tive crusading period in the Levant.

1312  Pope Clement V abolished the order of the Templars.



Introduction

In our time God has instituted holy wars, so that the equestrian order and
the erring people, who like ancient pagans were commonly engaged in mu-
tual slaughter, might find a new way of meriting salvation. They are no
longer obliged, as used to be the case, to leave the world and to choose the
monastic life and a religious rule; they can gain God’s grace to no mean ex-
tent by pursuing their own profession, unconfined and in secular garb.l

Guibert of Nogent (d.c.1125)

In recent years the words “jihad” and “holy war” have acquired a new reso-
nance. A survey of best-sellers published in the United States after 11 Sep-
tember 2001 would show that there is a sudden impulse to present the his-
tory of Islam and its relationship or “response” to the rest of the world. The
result is a number of competing views of that history. One of the common-
places of these competing surveys is the picture of Islam as a civilization in
decline, at least in comparison to the democratic states of the West. In sharp
contrast, in crusades history Islam is a major power against which the
emerging European polities measure their newfound strength.

Islamic response to the West doesn’t begin during the crusades, but
during the period of Muslim conquests from the mid-seventh to the 10th
centuries. The world in which the crusades occurred was a place where Is-
lam had dominated the Mediterranean for three centuries. Baghdad had
replaced Rome as the center of a viable empire, and rivaled Byzantium
rather than Western Europe for military and economic supremacy. The citi-
zen of the 11th century would have seen European monarchies and com-
munes as poor seconds to Baghdad and Constantinople as “world powers.”
The Islamic Empire’s weakness in developing effective central institutions
was more of a threat to its imperial status than any outside force.

The greatest of the external threats to Islam as an empire in the 10th and
11th centuries was not European conquest but the attack on its center by the
Seljuk Turks. Internal weakness allowed regions such as Egypt, the
Maghrib, and Spain to break from Baghdad’s control into separate states.
From the perspective of medieval Muslims, the crusades themselves were a
fairly minor distraction in the more important struggle among competing
Islamic powers in Asia Minor. The most destructive force to counter Is-
lamic hegemony in the medieval period was not European invasion of the
11th, but the Mongol invasion of the 13th century.



2 o Introduction

One interpretation of the crusades is to see them as the way in which
Europeans made their entrance onto the stage of world history. What may
have begun as simply defense against the encroachment of Constantinople
or of Islam in Italy or Spain became a movement of commercial and colo-
nial expansion into the Mediterranean East and the Baltics. In 1096 when
the crusades began Christian states were just emerging in Spain, Sicily, and
southern Italy. The Western European states were in their infancy and the
Baltic region was fluid and not yet Christianized. The split between the
Roman and Orthodox churches that had become formalized in 1054 still
looked temporary. When Acre fell in 1291 it was Europe that was defeated
in the Middle East by a civilization that would reconstitute itself as the Ot-
toman Empire, based at Constantinople from 1453 to 1919. Hindsight
sometimes erases the relative fragility of European power during the late
Middle Ages.

During the 200 years of the crusades, the European monarchies con-
solidated their territorial and constitutional identities, claimed the Baltics,
and created an ideal of Christian polity that elevated Rome in opposition to
the Orthodox faith. Europe “won” in the Mediterranean, but not until the
end of World War I, when it finally claimed the territory in Levant for
which it had struggled in vain in the Middle Ages. What that victory has
meant is the theme of the many current works on Islam in the world today,
and there is not yet consensus on it. What can be seen now is the distance
European states have come from their beginnings in the 12th century, and
something of the role that the struggle with Islam played in creating them.

The medieval European crusades must be recognized as having oc-
curred in a political and social situation strikingly dissimilar from that of the
21st century. The most salient of these differences are the role of the pa-
pacy in endorsing the expeditions, and the political imperatives that guided
Rome’s policy. The immediate goal of the First Crusade was the capture of
the holy places in Jerusalem by Western European Christians. The focus of
the crusade movement after the capture of Jerusalem was the existence of a
tiny European kingdom in the Levant between 1099 and 1291. The implicit
medieval political goal was the conquest of the Mediterranean region by
Europeans who felt threatened by Muslim expansion. In the event, the cru-
sades had as great an impact on Europe as Europeans did in Spain, Sicily,
the Baltic region, and the Middle East, where the contest with Islam was
played out.

The medieval papacy acquired its civil and military aspects in the third
through the sixth centuries, as the Roman Empire collapsed in Western
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Europe. Beginning with the reign of Emperor Diocletian (r.284-305), the
Roman Mediterranean was split in two to solve problems of administration
and defense. A “new Rome” was established in the East at Constantinople
during the fourth century. As military needs throughout the empire in-
creased, the Western empire was left to its own devices. From the fourth to
the 10th century waves of invasions by Goths, Lombards, and Vikings
threatened the survival of Western Roman political, social, and religious
institutions. The bishops of Rome came to rely on their own troops or on
political alliances with the invaders for protection. They were cut off from
the other important churches of Christendom (Alexandria, Jerusalem, An-
tioch, and Constantinople) in doctrinal matters as well as physically and
militarily. The last real attempt to reestablish the unity of the Roman Medi-
terranean failed when Emperor Justinian I (r.527-65) was unable to conquer
the Italian peninsula from his base in Constantinople.

Rome’s independence in political matters combined with its claims to
religious primacy over Constantinople to sharpen the bishops’ estrangement
from the emperors. By 1054 Christendom as well as the Empire was split in
two, and Constantinople in its turn was threatened by encroaching armies.
The bishops of Rome developed their agenda in Western Europe largely
independent of the church in the East. The great missionary activity of the
Western European church in the centuries during and after the barbarian
invasions was as much a bid for survival as it was for expansion of Rome’s
influence. Sacked by an Ostrogoth army in 410, Rome was trying to posi-
tion itself as the ideological center of a new Christian polity by the ninth
century, and by the 11th, was still struggling to create loyalty to its author-
ity. Rome’s claim to primacy and independence is expressed in the doctrine
of the popes as successors to St. Peter, rather than as bishops among equals
with the other founding churches of the Christian community. The crusade
movement was initiated by the papacy as part of an ambitious general or-
ganizational program for Western Christendom, but grew quickly to become
a popular enthusiasm beyond Rome’s control.

Pope Gregory VII (1.1073-85) is the most famous of a circle of clerics
who founded “a great international movement of reform led by the papacy
from the mid-eleventh century onward.”” The results of this movement were
far-reaching in the development of Western political theory and in the his-
tory of the church. Only a small part of the pope’s goals can be mentioned
here. Gregory promoted the idea of “a war . . . blessed by the Church” in
which knights could “dedicate their swords to the service of Christ and of
St. Peter, and realize their Christian vocation by so doing.” Although the
idea of the “just war” has a long history in Christian writing, this notion of a
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Christian vocation for knights is more problematic and harder to trace. Ber-
nard Lewis has recently commented that “the Crusades . . . were themselves
an imitation of Muslim practice.” It is true that during Gregory’s pontifi-
cate, well before the First Crusade in 1096, Muslims and Christians were at
war in Spain. The theology of jihad was already well developed at this
point, and is in some ways similar to Gregory’s proposal. More striking is
the organization of, for instance, Italian cities such as Genoa and Pisa under
papal leadership in 1087 to respond to Muslim attacks on European targets.

Fear of Islam as a rival for the Mediterranean was a powerful force in
European thinking from the eighth through the 17th century.” From the 13th
century Muslim states emerged in India, Indonesia, and China as well. To
the extent that Western Europeans understood its expansion, the spread of
Islam in its first three centuries from Arabia through Egypt, Syria, Turkey,
and Iran was impressive and frightening.

North Africa became a base of operations for control of the Iberian
Peninsula by 711.° During the next two centuries Muslim control spread by
invasion and conversion throughout southern Iberia, Sicily, and northern
Africa. The idea of the jihad was developed by the 900s in the context of
this Islamic expansion.” In the 790s the first Spanish Christian kingdoms
developed in the northern portions of the peninsula. Until the 11th century
there can be no comparison between the sophisticated and influential culture
of Islamic Spain, or al-Andalus, and the emerging northern Christian king-
doms of Leon-Castile and Aragon. But by 1077 Alfonso VI of Ledn was
powerful enough to make a claim to the peninsula. His pretensions did not
become reality until 1492, but he laid the basis for an ongoing war that came
to be called the Reconquista by Europeans. In his search for political le-
gitimacy, Alfonso reached an uneasy alliance with Pope Gregory VII and a
closer relationship with the increasingly influential French monastic order of
Cluny. Crusade ideology, Gregorian reform of the church, and monastic
reform in imitation of Cluny all developed in the 11th century as part of a
general program of renewal and reform for clergy and laity. The war with
militant Islam in Iberia can be seen as one of the foundations for Pope
Gregory’s vision of a Christian vocation devoted to the sword.

It is not traditionally seen as the first crusade. Gregory’s vision never
became reality. The First Crusade was launched by Pope Urban II in 1095.
Urban’s speech is seen as groundbreaking and the crusade of 1096-99 as
normative by historians seeking to understand crusading as a movement.®

The versions of Pope Urban’s sermon that survive differ in important
details, but all contain some phrases which suggest the idea of a pilgrimage
indulgence for warfare against Muslims. Pilgrimage is a practice common
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to many religions and older than Christianity. The indulgence is a medieval
Christian idea, as is the particular view of martyrdom that emerges from
the crusade chronicles. Urban and his contemporaries were aware that the
crusade was a new phenomenon, one that seemed best described as an
armed pilgrimage. The pope himself may have been surprised by the re-
sponse to his sermon. In John France’s Military History of the First Cru-
sade, he estimates that “an army of 50,000-60,000, plus non-combatants
was set in motion in 1096. Such numbers were unknown in the west.”® Ur-
ban’s offer of forgiveness of sins in return for fighting in the army of Christ
was as unprecedented as the response to it. Even the end result of the First
Crusade was unexpected.

The army which gathered in 1096 did not take Jerusalem until 1099.
What should have been overwhelming tactical problems, including supplies
and logistical support for an army coming from such a great distance, were
somehow overcome. The victorious crusaders seem themselves to have been
caught off guard by their success. They celebrated their massacre of the
city’s inhabitants with a mass and procession, focusing on the miraculous in
their explanation of their triumph: the Holy Lance discovered at Antioch,
the posthumous appearance of the saintly Adhémar of Le Puy on the bat-
tlefield, their possession of the Sepulchre of Christ and the miracle of the
Holy Fire that occurred there annually. Recent scholarship has emphasized
their eagerness to connect their actions, and especially their massacre of the
civilians in Jerusalem, both with Old Testament battles like the siege of
Jericho, and with events they believed would herald the approach of the
Apocalypse."

This medieval characterization of military strategy in biblical terms was
the moral justification for what was essentially a war of aggression. The
Byzantine or East Roman Empire had made a practice of hiring mercenaries
over its long and complex military history. A sizeable force of Western
European mercenaries seems to have been all that Emperor Alexius I Com-
nenus (r.1081-1118) wanted when he appealed to the pope for assistance
against the Seljuk Turks of western Anatolia in 1095. Accounts of the arri-
val of the various contingents of the First Crusade at Constantinople make it
clear that the Emperor expected all conquered territory to be returned to
him. Subsequent events make it equally clear that at least some of the lead-
ers of the crusading army intended to hold land in the East themselves. How
they expected to do so, or what they intended their relations to be with Em-
peror, pope, and the overwhelmingly superior number of native inhabitants
remain subjects of debate. The inability of modern scholars to come to con-
sensus on the goals of the First Crusaders is rooted in the apparent failure of
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the leaders of the expedition to form any.'' What the surviving sources offer
is a heady mixture of lust for conquest, hatred of Islam, and religious enthu-
siasm. Pope Urban’s speech initiating the movement mixes all of these ele-
ments with a desire to reunite the two halves of Christendom, and offer an
alternative field of action to professional soldiers who were fighting each
other at home in Europe.

The alternative field of action was effectively created. Four tiny princi-
palities or counties at Jerusalem, Antioch, Edessa, and Tripoli were
founded by the leaders of the First Crusade. Their provisioning and fortunes
became the focus for crusade activity until 1291. Expeditions from Europe
left for the Levant annually from 1100, and the fall of Jerusalem to Saladin
in 1187 had an impact on the West out of all proportion to the strategic
value of the crusader kingdoms. The tension between the Emperor of Con-
stantinople, God’s viceroy in the Eastern Roman Empire, and the heir to St.
Peter in Rome became ever more urgent and complex, as victorious Europe-
ans established civil and ecclesiastical jurisdiction in areas claimed by
Byzantium.

Planning for the Second Crusade (1144-46) was more purposeful and
on a greater scale than for any of the other crusades.'? Its failure was there-
fore as influential a model for the movement as the success of the First Cru-
sade had been. While future crusaders looked back to the heroes of the first
expedition again and again as models, the humiliation of the great armies of
France and Flanders at Damascus undermined confidence in the leadership
of the papacy and the viability of the movement. One of the most influential
ecclesiastics of the 12th century, St. Bernard of Clairvaux, had recruited
the armies of the Second Crusade. Faced with their failure, he confirmed
their identification with the ancient Hebrews by linking their defeat with the
punishment God meted out in the Old Testament as a call to repentance. But
there were some successes, notably in Iberia and in the Baltics against the
pagan Wends, as bands of crusaders received permission to commute their
pilgrimage indulgence to other fields of battle. The foundation of the mili-
tary orders, originating in Jerusalem with the Templars, had fateful conse-
quences in Eastern European and Spanish history as well as in the Levant.

The Third Crusade (1189-92) was also the result of impressive or-
ganization, led by the Holy Roman Emperor as well as the kings of France
and England, but equally negligible in its results in the East. Participants in
the Fourth and Fifth Crusades (1204, 1218) benefited from what by now
was a century of experience with Islamic political realities. Strategic consid-
erations identified Ayyubid Egypt as the key to the reconquest of Jerusa-
lem, and aimed the Fourth Crusade at Byzantium itself in a struggle for its
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logistical support. Crucial to these efforts were the fleets of the Italian city
states, Genoa, Pisa, and Venice, which played a significant role throughout
the crusade movement in transport, supply, blockade of ports under siege,
and naval battles such as the attack on Constantinople itself in 1204. The
papal struggle with various European powers for control of the Italian pen-
insula also played an important collateral role in the fight for the Levant,
beginning with the conquest of Sicily and the south by the Guiscards (see
Bohemond of Taranto) as a prelude to the First Crusade, and highlighted
by Emperor Frederick II’s expedition (the Sixth Crusade) as an excommu-
nicate in 1228.

One of the difficulties of writing a coherent narrative of the movement
has been its origination in and effects on the greater landscape of European
and Islamic history. Many of these causes and effects have their roots in the
source of the crusade idea, the papacy itself, and its ideological centrality
for the rhetoric, and to a certain extent, the reality of Western European
politics and culture. The Albigensian Crusade, for instance, originally a
response to the murder of a papal legate in the Midi in 1208, became a key
event in the consolidation of French royal power and territorial integrity.
The Children’s Crusade of 1212 was essentially an exasperated response
to the loss of the True Cross at Hattin in 1187 and subsequent failure of the
Third Crusade to retake Jerusalem. But it is also part of a series of expedi-
tions dominated by members of the lower classes that begin with the ill-
fated People’s Crusade led by Peter the Hermit and the massacres of Jews
in the Rhineland initiated by Emicho of Flonheim in 1096.

The Northern Crusades of the Teutonic Knights in the Baltics fall into
this category of collateral damage, as do the failed expeditions of St. Louis,
King of France, to Egypt in 1249 (the Seventh Crusade) and Tunis in 1270.
Collateral benefits might include Sainte-Chapelle, built to house relics
from the Holy Land, and the many other churches and shrines built to imi-
tate pilgrimage sites in the Levant. The cultural impact of the movement can
be seen in a number of different areas, notably at the intersection of the arts
with medieval spirituality, including pilgrim guide books, the architecture of
pilgrimage churches, reliquaries and other artifacts connected with popular
spirituality, and accounts of the thefts, miraculous or otherwise, of holy rel-
ics. The influence of the crusades on Europe for better or worse was signifi-
cant, from military (see Castles; Armor) and medical technology borrowed
from Islam to the Inquisition, a legal procedure developed in the course of
the crusade against the Cathars.

The crusade movement is so intimately connected with so many aspects
of European culture that histories of it do not end neatly but rather become
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so diffuse as to be indistinguishable from general accounts of the late me-
dieval era. The attempt of King Henry III of England to build his public
image in imitation of and rivalry to King Louis IX of France with the relic
of the Holy Blood crosses the boundaries between the history of the cru-
sades and the development of the English monarchy. The establishment of
chairs of Oriental Languages at European universities after 1310 is a re-
sponse to problems raised by an effort that officially ended with the fall of
Acre in 1291. The Dominican ethos of preparation for missions that was
born in the early 12th century and provided so much of the energy for the
medieval university owes as much to the crusades as it does to the “new”
spirituality of saints Dominic or Francis of Assisi, both of whom can be
found in the history of expeditions against heretics and Muslims. Humbert
of Romans, university professor of theology in the 13th century, is known
for a number of works reflecting the religious culture of his age, among
them a book of model sermons to be used by crusade preachers. There is a
point after which an emphasis on crusading as distinct from European poli-
tics and culture, as a phenomenon that needs a separate history, loses its
meaning. Recent scholarship on crusades has emphasized that continuity
with medieval culture rather than viewing the movement as an aberration.

Christopher Tyerman’s recent work, The Invention of the Crusades, has
reminded us that the definition of crusading and the interpretation of its
meaning were as problematic for medieval historians as they are for us.”
This observation brings us full circle to the raft of best-sellers on Islam be-
ing published as this dictionary is being written. Are we at war? What is the
contest for, and who is the enemy? What are the possible consequences of
the conflict? The circumstances are very different, but the questions are the
same. Whatever view one takes of them, the crusades make up a vital piece
of the puzzle presented by our own time and place.

Note: Words and terms in boldface type reference dictionary entries.

! Guibert of Nogent, as quoted in Alan Forey, The Military Orders (To-
ronto, 1992): 13.

2 Brian Tierney, Western Europe in the Middle Ages, 6™ edition (Boston,
1999): 216.

3H. E. I. Cowdrey, “The Genesis of the Crusades: The Springs of the Holy
War,” in Popes, Monks, and Crusaders (London, 1984): 19-20.
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* Bernard Lewis, “The Revolt of Islam,” in The New Yorker (19 November
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® Bernard F. Reilly, The Medieval Spains (Cambridge, 1993): 52.

7 Abdulaziz A. Sachedina, “The Development of Jihad in Islamic Revela-
tion and History,” in Cross, Crescent, and Sword, ed. James Turner Johnson
and John Kelsey (New York, 1990): 37.

¥ For several versions of Urban’s sermon translated into English, see Ed-
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? John France, Victory in the East: A Military History of the First Crusade
(Cambridge, 1994): 2.

1 Jean Flori, Pierre I'Ermite et la Premiére Croisade (Paris, 1999). For an
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1995): 13-33.

! Christopher Tyerman, The Invention of the Crusades (Toronto, 1998).

12 Martin Hoch, “The Price of Failure: The Second Crusade as a Turning-
Point in the History of the Latin East,” in The Second Crusade: Scope and
Consequences, ed. Jonathan Phillips and Martin Hoch (Manchester, United
Kingdom, 2001): 193.

1 See note 11, above.
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ABBASID DYNASTY. (750-1258 A.D.). The Umayyad dynasty ruled
Islam from Damascus (661-750) but was unsettled by three civil wars
over the succession. The third civil war (744-50) resulted in the over-
throw of the reigning caliph by the army in Syria, and then all-out war
over the question of hereditary vs. elective succession. See Muslim.

A Shia uprising in Khurasan (northern Iran and Afghanistan) in 747
completed the fall of the elected Umayyads. This revolt succeeded in
placing a member of a collateral branch of Muhammad’s family on the
throne. The Abbasid dynasty then had the task of resolving the essen-
tially irresolvable succession problem. The base of their support was in
Khurasan and Iraq, both of which could offer a class of bureaucrats fa-
miliar with Sassanid Persia’s administrative structure. Baghdad was
built as their capital in 762.

For the first century of its existence, the dynasty represented an Is-
lamic dominance of the Mediterranean under local governments stretch-
ing from India to southern France, and owing at least nominal allegiance
to Baghdad. Autonomous governments existed in Spain (al-Andalus),
the Maghrib, Khurasan, and Egypt. During the 10th and 11th centuries
the Islamic empire became increasingly fragmented, and the dynasty in-
creasingly depended on slave armies recruited among the nomadic
Turkic tribes. Emerging Christian power in Spain created the Recon-
quista, the Normans took Muslim Sicily, and the Byzantine Empire
raided Syria. The Fatimid dynasty of Egypt intermittently controlled
Jerusalem, and its rulers interrupted European pilgrimage there by de-
stroying the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 1009-10. The Seljuk
Turks, acting as sultans in the name of the Abbasid caliphate from
1055, campaigned against the Fatimids, and the contest between the two
Islamic powers helped the First Crusaders to take the holy city in
1099.

By the 1250s the caliphs were essentially powerless, controlling at
most the city and region of Baghdad. From 1246 the Mongols de-
manded signs of submission, including troops to be sent on request. In
1258 Hulagu (d.1265) at the head of a vast army, estimated at from
70,000 to 120,000 men, besieged Baghdad. The city was taken and
sacked, the inhabitants massacred first and then their caliph. Reportedly,

11
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Qubilai Khan (r.1260-94) had given Hulagu all the land from the Oxus
River to the furthest reaches of Egypt, which would have destroyed not
only the Abbasids, but also the Mamluk Empire. The Mamluks were
able to block Mongol conquest. The Ottoman Turks were the eventual
victors in Abbasid territory starting in 1281.

The Abbasid Caliphs based in Baghdad during the crusade period
were: 1094 al-Mustazhir, 1118 al-Mustarshid, 1135 al-Rashid, 1136 al-
Mugqtafi, 1160 al-Mustanjid, 1170 al-Mustadi, 1180 al-Nasir, 1225 al-
Zahir, 1226 al-Mustansir, 1242-58 al-Mustasim.

ACRE, DESCRIPTION. A harbor town about 90 miles from Jerusa-
lem, known from the Roman period as Ptolemais, and mentioned in the
Old Testament (Judges 1:31) as a Canaanite stronghold. It became a
Muslim city in 636. The crusaders captured it in 1104, and held it until
1291, when the city was again lost to Islam. After the fall of the Latin
Kingdom of Jerusalem to Saladin in 1187, the Latin Kingdom was re-
duced to several ports and about 350 miles of the coast of Syria. Acre
and other coastal cities such as Tyre became focal points for launching
a reconquest of the Holy Land. King Richard I of England occupied
Acre, which had surrendered to Saladin in 1187, during the Third Cru-
sade. Jacques de Vitry was made bishop of Acre as a base for his 1217
preaching tour for the Fifth Crusade.

The defenses of the city were formidable. It was situated on a penin-
sula, so that the southern and western approaches were blocked by the
sea and sea walls. There was a harbor fortification called the Tower of
Flies and a stone jetty or mole to challenge naval approach. The land
wall was supplemented by a deep ditch.

The Third Crusade established Acre as the center of what is some-
times called the Second Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem. It served as a new
home base for those who did not return to Europe or leave for Cyprus
after the kingdom was lost in 1187. King Richard was able to procure
access to Jerusalem by truce, as was Holy Roman Emperor Frederick
IT during the Sixth Crusade. Both encountered some resistance by the
native barons, who fought to preserve their independence from Freder-
ick, in particular, at the same time that they tried to use the crusaders
from Europe to help regain their lands. Resistance to Frederick’s mar-
shal and his fleet in 1231 created the “Commune of Acre,” a sworn as-
sociation or confraternity of knights and merchants dedicated to Saint
Andrew. Their immediate purpose was to prevent the imperial troops
from resuming control in Acre. Frederick had married the heiress to Je-
rusalem, and she had produced a son, Conrad, before her death in 1228.
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The legitimacy of Frederick’s claim did not make it easier for the barons
of the kingdom to accept his direct intervention in their affairs.

ACRE, SIEGE OF 1189. In August of 1189 Guy of Lusignan was
commanding the land forces of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem as-
sisted by the Pisan navy in the siege of Acre that began the Third Cru-
sade. Guy, desperate to regain his status since the fall of his kingdom in
1187, attempted to blockade Acre with the help of the Pisans.

He was opposed not only by the garrison, but by Saladin’s field
army, camped close by. To protect his position, Guy had to surround it
with a double line of trenches, dug while under attack from both sides.
He had situated his camp so as to blockade the city but was unable to
completely cut Acre off from either Saladin or other Muslim coastal
strongholds. Guy’s own people were supplied from Tyre and southern
Italy. During the winter shipping was difficult and both sides suffered
from famine.

Guy was assisted in 1190-91 by a number of European forces, in-
cluding those of Conrad of Montferrat, Frederick Barbarossa,
Henry of Champagne, and Genoa. Even with this help, he was unable
to take the city. The balance was tipped by the arrival of the kings of
France and England in 1191. Both brought additional money, men, sup-
plies, and material for siege weapons. King Richard’s men were able to
sink a Muslim supply ship, depriving the garrison of food and rein-
forcements at a crucial moment. Both kings had siege engines con-
structed and manned which, according to Muslim sources, reduced the
height of the city walls with a continual barrage of rock. The European
troops worked together with pilgrims and other noncombatants to fill in
the ditches that protected the walls. One woman reportedly urged that at
her imminent death her body be added to the fill she had helped to carry
to the defensive ditches.

In June Richard’s sappers brought down the main land tower and its
adjoining wall, urged on by his offer of a cash payment for each stone
removed. While the crusaders were still unable to breach the walls, they
did hold off Saladin’s attacks in addition to maintaining the blockade
and eating away at Acre’s defenses. The city surrendered on 12 July
1191, benefiting from Saladin’s presence in that he protected the garri-
son and Muslim inhabitants from sack and massacre.
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ACRE, SIEGE OF 1291. In 1288 the Egyptian army took the port of
Tripoli, and preparations were made to take Acre. The death of the sul-
tan caused a delay until his successor consolidated the new regime, but
in 1291 the siege began. The Mamluks used siege engines that had
been shipped to Damascus and from there transported to Acre. The rul-
ers of Cairo and Damascus were at odds, which weakened the Muslim
attack. The siege lasted 80 days.

In the mid-twelfth century, the population is estimated to have been
about 30,000. In 1291, when Acre fell to Egypt, there were about 700 to
800 knights and 14,000 foot soldiers to defend the city. Some were
members of military orders, some were residents of the reduced Latin
Kingdom or of Cyprus, and some were pilgrims, carrying whatever
arms they had. They represented, in other words, the total fighting force
of the crusader kingdoms. The total Mamluk force at this time was
somewhere between 20,000 and 40,000 trained and equipped troops.

In previous crusades, the Christian numbers have been put at, for
instance in 1239, 4,000 knights based at Acre, and in the crusade of
1250, 2,500 knights, 5,000 bowmen, and other foot soldiers. Without
help from the West, the crusader kingdom could not defend itself
against Egypt or any other indigenous force. The residents, perhaps ex-
pecting defeat, had removed what might otherwise have been plundered
by the victors. The remaining crusader strongholds at Tyre, Beirut, Ath-
lith, Tortosa, and Jebail quickly surrendered.

ADHEMAR OF MONTEIL, BISHOP OF LE PUY. (d.1098). Pope
Urban II apparently consulted with a number of secular and ecclesiasti-
cal lords before and during his journey through France to the council at
Clermont where he preached the First Crusade in 1095. The bishop of
Le Puy was one of these notables. He had been raised in a noble family,
and was an excellent horseman with training in arms. He had made the
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and had a name in his diocese as an energetic
defender of the territorial rights and jurisdiction of the church. Adhémar
came forward immediately after the pope announced the crusade to a
crowd assembled to hear him in a field outside the town of Clermont.
The bishop was on the spot designated leader of the expedition. This
dramatic moment was presumably prearranged.

Adhémar was made papal legate and traveled with the crusade
through the siege of Antioch in 1098. There he was one of the few who
refused any credence to Peter Bartholomew’s visions and the discovery
of the Holy Lance. He was willing to use the enthusiasm of the princes
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and the army for the relic to encourage an oath by which they promised
not to abandon the expedition at a moment when success seemed impos-
sible. He also held the princes, as long as he led the expedition, to their
oaths to Alexius Comnenus to return any Byzantine territory they con-
quered.

Adhémar died on 1 August 1098 of typhoid at Antioch. His death
signaled the end of the already tenuous cooperation with the Byzantines
and an increase in the intensity of the infighting among the princes who
continued on crusade, notably Godfrey of Bouillon, Bohemond of
Taranto, and Raymond of Saint Gilles.

AL-ADIL. (d.1218). For the early career of al-Adil, see Ayyubid. Al-Adil
held much of upper Mesopotamia from 1186-1198, and was governor of
Damascus from 1198-1200, when he succeeded to the sultanate of
Egypt.

In 1204 al-Adil was in Damascus when Europeans who had declined
to be diverted with the Fourth Crusade to Constantinople landed in
Acre and used it as a base for raids in the Jordan valley. The sultan as-
sembled an army vastly superior to the crusade forces but used it to im-
pose a generous truce on them and then retired to Cairo. In 1207 the de-
structive raids from crusader Tripoli and Hospitaller Krac des
Chevaliers impelled him to gather the largest army since Saladin’s
campaigns, a force of perhaps 10,000 cavalry. Sieges of Krac and Trip-
oli failed, and the Egyptians retreated with a truce in place.

Al-Adil’s lack of interest in the Europeans could not survive the arri-
val of 15,000 knights at Acre in 1217 for the Fifth Crusade. His army
was numerically inferior, and he was forced to abandon the citizens of
Baysan and several inland villages to the invaders. As he rushed towards
Damascus he ordered the governor to ready the city for a siege, and put
out a general call to arms in the region. The Europeans surprised him by
heading for his recently rebuilt fortifications at Mount Tabor, under the
leadership of King John of Brienne. Their attack startled the garrison,
but the crusaders were repelled with some difficulty and forced back to
Acre to raid from that base through the winter of 1217.

In May of 1218 the crusade landed upstream of Damietta, its leaders
having decided that Egypt was the key to the reconquest of the old
Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem. Al-Adil was in Syria when the crusaders
arrived, and sent the army back to assist al-Kamil in defending Egypt.
Meanwhile he ordered the destruction of the fortifications at Mt. Tabor,
in case there should be another attempt on it. He was chiefly occupied in
trying to keep the sultan of Rum (an independent Seljuk Turkish king-
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dom in Anatolia) from taking Aleppo. He was forced to leave for Egypt
when the crusaders captured the Chain Tower in the middle of the Nile
that protected Damietta from enemy approach. He died in 1218 on his
way to relieve Egypt.

ALAMUT. The headquarters of the Ismailis, or Assassins, as they were
known to the crusaders, was located north of Tehran (Iran) at Alamut in
the Elburz Mountains.

ALBERT OF AACHEN. Albert was one of the historians of the First
Crusade and of the early years of the Latin Kingdom (1096-1119).
Albert’s chronicle makes Godfrey of Bouillon the central figure of the
expedition. The chronicle has not been translated into English, and noth-
ing is known of its author beyond what can be surmised from his work.
Albert identifies himself as a canon at Aachen/Aix, and says that he did
not go on the expedition but spoke to many who returned. The original
manuscript is lost. The earliest copy dates from the first half of the 12th
century. Parts of the chronicle are translated into English in collections
of sources on the expedition and on crusading.

ALBERT VON BUXHOVDEN. (d.1229). Albert or Albrecht was
bishop of Livonia and founder of the order of the Swordbrethren in
1202 at Riga. Albert was unable to spread Christianity without the help
of a crusade army. After each expedition of the Northern or Baltic Cru-
sades, his diocese rejected their forced baptisms, making a permanent
force of crusading knights a necessity. They were based at Riga and gar-
risoned fortresses as territory was conquered.

Albert was active in Livonia before 1200, when he led a crusade up
the Diina River and founded the city of Riga (1201). The first bishop of
Livonia was Meinhard, who died in an effort to convert the inhabitants
of the area in 1196. The second bishop was Berthold, the Cisterican ab-
bot of Lockum in Hanover, who was martyred in 1198 during a crusade
backed by Bremen and Liibeck. The missions to Livonia brought Ger-
man colonists as well as clerics, posing a dual threat to the interests of
the indigenous people. The military order of Swordbrethren consoli-
dated Albert’s gains, making possible the establishment of the depend-
ent bishoprics of Semgall-Kurland, Dorpat, and Oesel. Albert is credited
with the conversion of his diocese by 1206.
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ALBIGENSIAN CRUSADE. As early as the Third Lateran Council in
1179 the papacy had noted the rise of Catharism in southern France
and offered an indulgence to those willing to fight heretics and bandits
there. Pope Innocent III, from his accession in 1198, worked to end Ca-
thar heresy in southern France through a series of papal legates who
were to preach, run public debates, and in general support orthodox
clergy. Among these legates was Peter of Castlenau, from the Cistercian
monastery of Fontfroide who was archdeacon of the cathedral of Ma-
guelonne (a medieval Mediterranean port).

Peter was appointed legate in 1199, and by 1206 he himself had
requested permission to retire. The local clergy warned that he would be
assassinated by heretics, and he was allowed six months of retreat, after
which he returned to his post. 1206 was also the year St. Dominic ar-
rived to preach in the Midi, as an assistant to his bishop, Diego of Osma
(northern Spain). Count Raymond VI of Toulouse (r.1194-1222), who
had been excommunicated by the legate, was suspected of engineering
Peter’s assassination on 14 January 1208. Innocent held Raymond re-
sponsible both for the murder and for failing to prosecute heretics in his
district.

The pope offered the same indulgence for the crusade in southern
France as for expeditions to the Levant. An army described by medieval
chronicles as the largest in Christendom gathered in the spring of 1209
in response to his call. Raymond’s negotiations with the new legate, Ar-
nold Amalric, abbot of Citeaux (r.1200-12), led to a temporary recon-
ciliation, and Raymond was able to join the crusade. Arnold had been
the leader of a Cistercian preaching mission to the Midi which began in
1206, and he went on to become archbishop of Narbonne (r.1212-25).
The Albigensian Crusade began under his leadership as legate.

The charges to which Raymond was forced to plead guilty in order to
lift the ban of excommunication are indicative of the mixture of issues
behind the crusade. The charges ranged from levying unjust tolls, hiring
mercenaries, and conferring public office on Jews, to disputes with local
clergy over property rights. The response of King Philip II of France
(r.1180-1223) also shows the mixture of issues. The king refused to lead
the crusade, due to his own commitments, and tried to limit recruitment.
When the pope appealed to Philip to enforce the decree of excommuni-
cation against his vassal, the king suggested that Raymond should be
tried and convicted of heresy before his land was confiscated.

Béziers fell to the crusading army in July 1209. The pillage and
slaughter of both heretics and orthodox citizens was impressive enough
to cause other cities to surrender without a struggle. Carcassonne of-
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fered a resistance of only two weeks in early August. At this point a
military commander was chosen from among the nobles of northern
France who made up the bulk of the army: Simon, eventually earl of
Leicester and baron of Montfort (r.1181-1218), whose ancestral lands
lay southwest of Paris. He was already a notable crusader, having re-
fused to follow the Fourth Crusade in its attack on Christian Zara and
Constantinople, instead traveling to the Holy Land to fight the Mus-
lims. His campaign in the winter of 1209-10 was unsuccessful. Crusad-
ers normally agreed to serve only for a set time period, in this case 40
days, so that Simon was constantly hampered by recruitment and low
numbers.

A council held at Montpellier in January and February of 1211 re-
newed the estrangement between Raymond of Toulouse and the papal
legates. Accounts of the dispute vary. The crusade turned to the lands of
Raymond and his allies. Assisted by Bishop Peter of Paris (r.1208-19)
and an army from northern France, Simon laid siege to the stronghold of
Lavaur in March 1211. Accounts of his victory in May have him burn-
ing 400 heretics, hanging over 80 knights, and throwing the countess of
Lavaur into a well which was then covered with stones. The brutality
may have been an attempt to encourage quick surrenders in neighboring
towns and to curb the tendency of strongholds once taken from turning
their allegiance back to Raymond as soon as Simon’s army was out of
sight.

On 12 September 1213 Simon won the battle of Muret, where King
Peter II of Aragon (r.1196-1213), a notable crusader against Islam who
had intervened on behalf of Raymond of Toulouse, was killed. By 1214
Simon was effectively in control of much of Raymond’s territory. Lands
won by Simon were to be distributed according to the decisions of the
Fourth Lateran Council (1215), where plans were also made for the
Fifth Crusade. After considerable debate, the bulk of the conquered ter-
ritory went to Simon, in spite of the fact that Count Raymond VI of
Toulouse had once again been reconciled to the church.

Over the next 10 years Raymond and his heir set about winning Tou-
louse back. Simon was able to keep the territory of Narbonne. His con-
tinued war against Raymond ended with Simon’s death at the siege of
St. Cyprien on 25 June 1218. Simon’s son Amalric vainly attempted to
step into his father’s role. In January 1226 Louis VIII, king of France
(r.1223-1226), led a new crusade to the south, essentially against the re-
surgent counts of Toulouse. In November the king died at Montpensier
in Auvergne, leaving a 12-year-old heir.
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In 1229 Pope Gregory IX was able to arrange for a settlement. Count
Raymond VII (r.1222-49) was able to retain part of his ancestral lands
on harsh terms. His obligations to the king of France were strengthened,
his ability to pass on his inheritance was limited, and he was ordered to
pay reparations which may have equaled his entire income over a four-
year period. Part of the agreement required him to donate funds for what
would eventually be a university at Toulouse, in order to train clergy in
the south. Even more fatefully, a process for identifying and prosecuting
heretics was spelled out at the council of Toulouse in November 1229.
Led by Cardinal Romanus (papal legate 1225-29), the archbishops of
Narbonne, Bordeaux, and Auch, and including Count Raymond, the
company laid the foundation for the Inquisition. For more information
on heresy, see also Waldensians.

ALEPPO. A city-commune in Syria, like Damascus held during the cru-
sade period by a series of Muslim warriors, starting with Aq Sunqur,
Seljuk Turk governor (r.c.1087-1094), Ridwan (r.1095-1113), Zengi
(r.1128-1146) and Nur al-Din (r.1146-1174). Saladin, a Muslim Kurd
who categorized himself as Nur al-Din’s successor, took Aleppo in his
turn as ruler of Syria. His successors, the Ayyubid (1193-1250), techni-
cally held it as his heirs.

Aleppo was heavily fortified, boasting a walled citadel raised 150
feet above the surrounding city. The citadel’s entrance was protected by
a moat, bridge, and gate defended by two towers. A well, arsenal,
mosque, gardens, and palace were constructed to help withstand a siege
and provide a residence suitable to the status of the city’s rulers. Even
Aleppo’s defenses, arguably the most impressive in the Levant, were
not proof against the Mongols, who were able to mine the walls of the
citadel and so take the city in 1260. Neither the Mongols nor the sultans
of Egypt were able to effectively rule the largely Sunni Muslim popula-
tion of Aleppo for any length of time.

Syria was not a political unit during the crusade period. Damascus
and Aleppo were effectively independent principalities, theoretically
held in turn by the Ayyubid and Mamluk Dynasties, but at no point se-
curely under the rule of any power. The territory of Aleppo was threat-
ened not only by Egypt and the Mongols, but by the closer and settled
principalities of crusader Antioch, the kingdom of Cilician Armenia,
and the Rum Seljuks of Anatolia. For them, as for other Sunni rulers,
the Assassins based at mountain strongholds in northern Syria were a
continuing problem.
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ALEXANDER III, POPE. (r.1159-81). Alexander’s election was dis-
puted by Victor IV (r.1159-64). Alexander was supported by the Byzan-
tines, Sicily, and most of Western Europe with the exception of Holy
Roman Emperor Frederick I, who backed Victor instead. During the
dispute a crusade could not effectively be preached, which affected the
ability of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem to defend crusader territory
in the Levant against the jihad of Nur al-Din.

On 16 January 1181 the pope did issue a crusade encyclical, but he
died in August without having done enough to promote a crusade. The
encyclical, Cor nostrum, puts an emphasis on leprosy as the “just judg-
ment” of God that somewhat undermines its theme of support for Jeru-
salem and its ruler King Baldwin IV, “the Leper.” Alexander’s support
for the Baltic Crusades enabled the conquest of territory in that region
by Western Europeans. See also Papacy.

ALEXANDRIA. Alexandria was Egypt’s most important port through-
out the medieval period, and regarded as a dangerous rival by the Italian
city-communes which also relied on Mediterranean trade. It had been
the center of Byzantine government of Egypt, and was replaced for ad-
ministrative purposes with Cairo by the Fatimids. Situated to the west
of the Nile River delta, it was connected to the river by a canal that ne-
cessitated constant maintenance to work properly. These and other pub-
lic works projects were crucial to commercial success and therefore a
major concern of Egyptian government regardless of political affiliation.

The conquest of Egypt was a major objective of the Latin Kingdom
of Jerusalem under Amalric I (r.1163-74), whose plans for an attack
on Alexandria 28 July-2 August 1174 relied on the combination of an
internal Shia Muslim revolt, European land forces, and Sicilian naval
support. Amalric died before the plan could come to fruition, and Sala-
din’s Kurdish and Turkish troops established effective military control
in time to subdue the revolt, leaving the Sicilian naval forces to make
the effort in vain. They arrived at the city with more than 150 galleys,
36 horse transports, and six ships carrying materials for siege warfare,
including rock to use for missiles. The Normans were able to land and
take down part of the city walls before withdrawing in haste at the ap-
proach of Saladin’s army.

ALFONSO ENRiQUES, KING OF PORTUGAL. (d.1185). Al-
fonso was the son of Henry of Burgundy, and the nephew of Duke Odo
I. The latter was on crusade in the Levant in 1101. One of Alfonso’s
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daughters married Count Philip of Flanders; an illegitimate son served
briefly as Grand Master of the Hospitallers.

Alfonso, who described himself as a brother of the Templar order,
ruled Portugal from 1128. He won a major battle against the Muslims in
Iberia in 1139 and took the title of king. Supported by the Templars in
his early career, he agreed to hold his kingdom under the direct protec-
tion of the papacy in 1143. The Cistercian order, which specialized in
establishing monasteries in frontier or wastelands, began its expansion
in Portugal during his reign. He asked for Bernard of Clairvaux’s help
in raising an army as part of the Second Crusade, which resulted in the
conquest of Lisbon in 1147.

ALMOHAD. The Spanish name of the Muwahhid dynasty, which origi-
nated in northern Africa. See also Reconquista.

ALMORAVID. The Spanish name of the Murabit dynasty, which origi-
nated in northern Africa. See also Reconquista.

ALP ARSLAN. (1029-72). The Seljuk Turk Empire was based at Isafa-
han in Iran by 1043. Alp Arslan assumed control after his uncle, Togh-
ril-Beg, died without heirs in 1063. Moving away from the pattern of
raids for plunder, he created a centralized monarchy, and solidified the
goals of his father and uncle to replace the Baghdad caliphs as the su-
preme power in the Islamic world. In 1064 he invaded Armenia, and in
1068 Georgia. He defeated the Byzantines at Manzikert in 1071, but
was assassinated in 1072. During his rule he created a protectorate over
Aleppo. His successors were his son Malik-Shah and then Kilij Arslan.
Malik-Shah divided his realm with his brother, and they established a
Seljuk ruler, Artuq, in Jerusalem. Artuq’s sons were ousted from the
city by a Fatimid commander, Afdal, in 1098. After 1095 successors to
Malik-Shah’s rule were members of his dynasty, Ridwan in Aleppo and
Dugaq in Damascus.

ALSACE. See Flanders.

AMALRIC/AMAURY 1. (d.1174). King in Jerusalem 1163-74, Amal-
ric was the second son of Fulk and Melisend, and the brother of Bald-
win III. Under Baldwin III, Amalric held the title of Count of Ascalon
and Jaffa. Amalric was an energetic monarch who opened an offensive
on the Muslims by attacking Egypt. The expeditions of 1163, 1164, and



22 ¢« ANATOLIA

1167 were unsuccessful and expensive but they show a clear under-
standing of contemporary Islamic politics and they carried the struggle
into enemy territory. Amalric died in the midst of preparations for an at-
tack on Alexandria in alliance with Sicily.

Amalric’s marriage to Agnes Courtenay, by whom he had Baldwin
IV and Sybil (d.1190), was annulled at the insistence of the patriarch of
Jerusalem and the High Court of the kingdom before his coronation. The
children of the first marriage were legitimized, and inherited in turn,
Baldwin in his own right and Sybil with her husband Guy of Lusignan.

Amalric married Maria Comnena, great-niece of Byzantine Em-
peror Manuel I Comnenus in 1167. In 1171, after several vain appeals
to Western Europe, Amalric made a state visit to Constantinople and
obtained a promise of military help by accepting officially a status pre-
vious rulers of the kingdom had strenuously resisted: vassal of the em-
peror. Maria’s daughter Isabel (d.1205) eventually inherited the king-
dom, passing it on to her second through fourth husbands in turn:
Conrad of Montferrat, Henry of Champagne, and Amaury/Aimery of
Lusignan. After Amalric’s death, Maria married Balian of Ibelin.

In 1173-74 Amalric received an offer from the Syrian Assassins to
ally against Nur al-Din, ruler of Syria, whose jihad against the Chris-
tians was part of a program of expansion that alarmed all his neighbors.
The Templar march in Tortosa had allowed them to collect annual trib-
ute from the Assassins. According to William of Tyre, the historian of
the kingdom who was at court at this time, the Templars opposed the
agreement reached with Amalric because it deprived them of the tribute.
In retaliation, they murdered the envoy from the Assassins, making fur-
ther negotiations difficult.

Amalric had sent a mission to Western Europe in 1173, possibly in
the expectation of assistance from Henry II of England, and was plan-
ning an assault on Egypt in conjunction with the Sicilian navy for the
summer of 1174. On 15 May Nur al-Din died suddenly, leaving a suc-
cession crisis. Amalric decided to use the opportunity to attempt the re-
conquest of Banias (Banyas) in June. He contracted dysentery and died
on 11 July at the age of 38.

ANATOLIA. The western peninsula of Asia that forms modern Turkey is
situated between the Black and Mediterranean Seas. In crusader history
this area, also called Asia Minor, or Romania, was contested by the
Byzantine Empire, Armenia, and the Seljuk Turks. A Seljuk state
called Rum existed in western Anatolia between 1077 and 1308, based
first at the city of Nicaea. The First Crusaders took Nicaea in 1097,
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and continued to put pressure on Anatolia. Seljuk armies defending
Anatolia contributed to the failure of the Second Crusade, winning a
battle against the combined armies of Germany (the Holy Roman Em-
pire) and France. In 1176 they were also able to defeat the Byzantine
army under Emperor Manuel Comnenus. In the second half of the 13th
century, Seljuk Anatolia gradually became dominated by the Mongols,
so that by 1308 it effectively ceased to exist as a separate entity. It even-
tually became part of the Ottoman Empire. See also Iconium.

AL-ANDALUS. Muslim Spain. Muslim conquest of Spain occurred dur-
ing the first wave of Arabic invasions, by 711. In 756 a descendent of
the ousted Umayyad dynasty of Damascus took all of Muslim Spain
and established a capital at Cérdoba. Under Abd al-Rahman III (r.912-
61) al-Andalus reached its greatest extent and wealth, putting annual
pressure on its Christian frontiers. Internal weakness caused rival
claimants to the Spanish caliphate (founded in 929) to appeal for help to
Muslim northern Africa. Cérdoba was sacked by Berbers in 1013,
opening a period of internal rivalry that left al-Andalus unable to resist
Christian incursions. Andalusia means a region of southwestern Spain
bordering the Atlantic and the Mediterranean. See also Reconquista.

ANTIOCH, DESCRIPTION. (Turkey). One of the great cities of the
ancient world, Antioch ranked third among the most important and
populous urban centers of the Roman Empire. According to tradition, it
was the first Christian bishopric, founded by St. Peter and presided over
by him (33-40 A.D.) before he went to Rome. As one of the five chief
cities of Christendom, in the fourth through the sixth centuries it held
ecclesiastical jurisdiction over 11 metropolitan provinces and 127 epis-
copal dioceses. It was invaded by Persia in 538 and conquered by Islam
in 638.

Antioch changed hands again before it was captured by the First
Crusaders in 1098. It was claimed by the Byzantines but had fallen to
the Muslims at Aleppo in 1085. According to William of Tyre it had
two miles of walls defended by 400 towers. Two hills stood within the
walls, with the citadel on one, rising 1,000 feet over the town. The city,
now called Antakya is about 12 miles from the sea.

Until 1268 the city was the base for one of four principalities or
counties into which the crusader-conquered territory was divided (Jeru-
salem, Antioch, Edessa, Tripoli). Saladin inflicted considerable dam-
age on but was not able to take Antioch and the Christian north, includ-
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ing Cilicia, Tripoli, Tortosa, and major fortresses such as Krac des
Chevaliers. These places were confirmed as remaining in crusader
hands by the truce arranged at the close of the Third Crusade in 1192,
In 1268, however, Antioch was taken by the Mamluks.

ANTIOCH, PATRIARCHATE. In 1098 when the First Crusade
reached Antioch, the Greek Orthodox patriarch (senior ecclesiastical
authority) of the city was John IV, who had been appointed in 1091. In
response to the mixed force of Byzantines and Europeans besieging
him, the Turkish governor desecrated the cathedral of St. Peter and sus-
pended John in an iron cage from the city walls. In 1100 Bohemond of
Taranto fought his former allies, the Byzantines, for control of the con-
quered city. John retired to a monastery. He was replaced by a Latin
cleric.

Below this highest level of the ecclesiastical hierarchy, Greek Ortho-
dox priests and monks were allowed to retain their positions, subject to
the Latin patriarchs. The crusader patriarch of Antioch had three secular
lords within his jurisdiction: the prince of Antioch, and the counts of
Edessa and Tripoli. When Bernard of Valence was elected in 1100, his
see took precedence over all the other sees in Christendom except for
the pope and the patriarchs of Constantinople and Alexandria. His du-
ties included secular ones such as riding with the armies of the princi-
pality on campaign, and the defense of the city when its regent and army
were massacred by the Turks in 1119. Bernard died in 1135.

In 1100, the crusaders established the five dioceses of the patriar-
chate: Albara, Edessa, Tarsus, Mamistra, and Artah. By 1110 the see of
Albara had been transferred to Apamea, and Tripoli had been conquered
and added to the list of bishoprics. In the following two decades sees
were also established at Marash, Jabala, Tortosa, and Gibelet. By 1135
there were 14 sees. The crusaders were trying to reestablish the sixth
century boundaries of the Byzantine patriarchate. Muslim reconquest
soon turned the tide, most notably in 1144 at Edessa, and the patriar-
chate at Antioch began to shrink. By the following year only six bishop-
rics were still in European hands.

Aimery of Limoges, patriarch from 1140, acted as regent for the
principality during the minority of Bohemond III. In 1154 the patriarch
fell out with the new husband and consort of the prince’s mother Con-
stance. Reynald of Chitillon demanded financial support from Aimery
for his military expenses, and the patriarch refused. In the heat of the
quarrel, the prince had Aimery beaten, stripped, smeared with honey,
and exposed to the summer sun and to insects on the citadel of the city.
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Reynald was made to repent by a delegation of bishops, but Aimery re-
tired to the protection of the king at Jerusalem. Reynald attacked Byz-
antine Cyprus in 1156. He was punished by Emperor Manuel Com-
nenus, who led an army to the principality in 1159. Aimery returned
during this dispute. Reynald was captured by Nur al-Din in 1161 and
imprisoned at Aleppo.

The young Bohemond III was crowned but was taken captive by Nur
al-Din in 1164. Aimery took over the government of the principality.
Emperor Manuel agreed to help Bohemond pay his ransom if a Greek
Orthodox patriarch was restored to Antioch. Bohemond returned to his
principality in 1165 with Athanasius III, and Aimery was expelled from
the cathedral. In 1170 an earthquake damaged the cathedral and killed
Athanasius, after which Aimery returned.

He was again forced into exile in 1181 when he excommunicated
Bohemond for repudiating his first wife in order to marry again. Again,
notables from Jerusalem convened a conference to resolve the issues.
Aimery was still in office when Saladin conquered the Latin Kingdom
and took part of the principality of Antioch. The patriarch appealed to
King Henry II of England, but only a small portion of his diocese was
returned to him as a result of the Third Crusade. He was buried in his
cathedral in 1193.

Patriarchs and the dates during which they held office include: Ralph
of Domfront (1135-40); Aimery of Limoges (d.1193); Ralph II (r.1193-
96); and Peter of Angouléme, who was first bishop of Tripoli, became
patriarch in 1196 and was deposed in the winter of 1205-06. He was im-
prisoned and died in 1208. He was replaced by Peter, bishop of Ivrea
1209-17. See below, Antioch, principality. After this crisis two very
able men tried to remedy the problems in the patriarchate: Ranier, vice-
chancellor to Pope Honorius IIT (1219-25); Albert of Rizzato, bishop-
elect of Brixen (1227-45). The last Latin patriarch before the fall of
Acre in 1291 was Opizo dei Fieschi (1247-92).

ANTIOCH, PRINCIPALITY. The events of the First Crusade cre-
ated an independent principality at Antioch, openly hostile to the Byz-
antine emperor because of his competing claim to it, and with an uncer-
tain relationship to Jerusalem because of the indecision over its status.
Before the death of Godfrey of Bouillon in 1100, many crusaders still
imagined a victory that would deliver Muslim Palestine to the rule of
the papacy and other previously Byzantine territory to its emperor. The
crusade leaders took an oath to Alexius I Comnenus upon their arrival
in Constantinople to return his land and to hold any fiefs they might
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carve out for themselves as his vassals. The implication was that Ortho-
dox clergy would remain in control of churches within his empire. The
establishments of Latin bishoprics at Albara and Ramla-Lydda after the
siege of Antioch are important points in the shift of thinking to the crea-
tion of regional European lordships with Latin rite churches instead.

Christian princes of Antioch and their reigning dates include: Bo-
hemond I, 1099-1111; Bohemond II, 1126-30; Raymond of Poitiers,
1136-49; Bohemond III, 1163-1201; Bohemond IV, 1201-16, 1219-33;
Raymond Roupen, 1216-19; Bohemond V, 1233-52; Bohemond VI,
1252-68; Bohemond VII, 1275-87; Princess Lucia, 1287-89. Regents
and their terms of office include: Tancred, 1101-03, 1104-12; Roger of
Salerno, 1112-19 (see Mosul); Constance, 1149-53, 1160-63; Reynald
of Chatillon, 1153-60 (from Setton, vol. 2, p. 817, see Crusades in the
bibliography).

The relationship between the princes and patriarchs of Antioch was
embittered by their relative wealth. The patriarch’s resources were
greater, which led to an open breach between Reynald of Chatillon and
the church, and a civil war between the secular and ecclesiastical powers
in 1180-81. Antioch was under constant pressure from neighboring
Muslim powers and from Christian Cilicia, and was also expected to
field troops at the request of the kings of Jerusalem. In the first years of
the 12th century, Antioch could field 700 knights. As the century pro-
gressed and the principality lost territory, that number decreased.

In 1193 Bohemond III was taken captive by the king of Cilicia, Leo
II. The quarrel between the two Christian rulers was soon resolved, but
the citizens of Antioch had meanwhile formed a commune under the
leadership of the patriarch of the city (see Antioch, patriarchate). The
commune survived the original dispute, and came to claim jurisdiction
over clergy in levying taxes and judging civil and criminal offenses. The
majority of the citizens were Greek Orthodox rather than Roman Catho-
lics, and in 1205-06 attempted to install an Orthodox patriarch. Their
prince, Bohemond IV, who had seized power in 1201 during a succes-
sion crisis with the help of the commune, sided with them. The Latin pa-
triarch was imprisoned in the citadel and died in 1208. This presented a
knotty problem for Pope Innocent III to resolve, and he placed the arbi-
tration in the hands of St. Albert, patriarch of Jerusalem. In 1209 Al-
bert installed Peter, a monk from the Cistercian house of La Ferté who
was serving as bishop of Ivrea (Italy). The succession and the resources
of the principality were constantly challenged in the 13th century by
Cilicia and other neighboring powers. Sultan Baybars I of Egypt took
the city in 1268.
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ANTIOCH, SIEGE. The siege of Antioch (21 October 1097-28 June
1098) makes up an important component of chronicle accounts of the
First Crusade. Some of the events that immediately followed it set the
context for decisions made at the siege of Jerusalem and for the early
political arrangements after its conquest.

The crusade army had been weakened and impoverished by the siege
of Nicaea (1097), and was unable to effectively blockade Antioch until
April. Starvation set in, especially among the foot soldiers, who report-
edly resorted to cannibalism. The walls at Antioch enclosed more than
three-and-a-half square miles, with gardens, wells, and cisterns to sup-
ply the inhabitants. These defenses were augmented by 400 towers and a
citadel that rose 1,000 feet above the surrounding countryside. There
were six major gates for the attackers to cover, and the Orontes River
blocked access to the northern walls. Two of the gates could be ap-
proached only by bridges over the river. The large Turkish garrison had
been augmented with troops sent from Muslim rulers in northern Syria.
These defenses, remodeled by Byzantine Emperor Justinian I (r.527-
65), had been vulnerable only to treachery, which was the key to cru-
sader victory there as well.

The European blockade was slowly extended from the original en-
campments to a tighter control over the city by means of constructed
counter-forts. Supplies became a problem over the winter due to the re-
peated sorties of the Turkish garrison’s cavalry, raids on foraging parties
from nearby Muslim strongholds, and attacks by three relieving armies.
Numbers of those who deserted the army or died of want are unknown,
but there was considerable attrition, and a crisis in the loss of horses. An
earthquake on 30 December prompted a three-day ritual penance, led by
the papal legate and putative commander of the army Adhémar of Le
Puy. Morale improved in February of 1098 when a Muslim relief force
was defeated and plunder was taken.

In May Bohemond of Taranto was able to open negotiations with a
captain of the garrison to betray the city. On 2 June a party of crusaders
deserted under Stephen of Blois, unsettled by the approach of Ker-
bogha, ruler of Mosul, with a large army. By sunrise of the following
day Bohemond and a party of knights were able to take a section of the
wall with scaling ladders and open the Gate of St. George to the crusade
army. During the day on 3 June the army looted the city and slaughtered
the garrison. Unfortunately the siege had emptied the city of food and
extensive fortifications had to be manned against Kerbogha’s troops.
The crusaders were in their turn besieged inside Antioch.
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Kerbogha arrived on 5 June, invested the city by the seventh, and
defeated a sortie on the 10th. A Byzantine relief force turned back on
hearing reports from Stephen of Blois and other deserters. During this
crisis a peasant from southern France claimed to have had a vision that
would deliver an important relic to the crusaders, the lance which had
been used to pierce Christ’s side at the crucifixion. Somewhat shaken by
their knowledge of the presence of the same relic in the Chapel of the
Virgin at Pharos in Constantinople, the leadership split over the legiti-
macy of the divine encouragement. The army embraced the story after a
Provencal priest backed it with accounts of his own vision, and a meteor
was seen falling into the Turkish camp (14 June). A piece of iron was
duly discovered the next day in the cathedral of St. Peter with the help
of the original peasant, supposedly guided by St. Andrew the Apostle.

Morale was high on 28 June when Bohemond staged the pitched
field battle against Kerbogha. Raymond of Aguilers, whose chronicle
of the First Crusade covers the history of Antioch to 1128, carried the
Holy Lance into battle. The crusaders were able to defeat Kerbogha and
slaughter many of his retreating troops. Bohemond took control of the
government of the city in spite of the original commitment, made during
his stay in Constantinople, to deliver it to the Byzantines. The decision
to rest at Antioch until 1 November put the Europeans in danger from an
epidemic, possibly of typhoid, which further depleted their ranks over
the summer. Adhémar of Le Puy died on 1 August.

In October Raymond of Saint Gilles took the nearby town of Albara
and set up the first Latin bishopric in the east in its mosque. He and Bo-
hemond were rivals for control of Antioch, and beyond that, for leader-
ship of the crusade. When the army left to complete their pilgrimage
vow in November, a tentative agreement had been reached whereby Bo-
hemond kept control of three-quarters of the city, and Raymond kept the
remaining portion for himself. Both were to complete the crusade before
any further arrangements could be made.

This agreement fell apart after the successful siege of Marrat-an-
Noman (28 November-12 December) 40 miles southeast of Antioch.
Adhémar’s death had left the position of leader vacant, and the princes
could not agree on a successor. Godfrey of Bouillon, Robert of Nor-
mandy, Robert of Flanders, and Bohemond’s nephew Tancred all re-
sisted Raymond’s attempt to buy their support in January. The army
split when Raymond set out for Jerusalem on 13 January 1099. Tancred
and Robert of Normandy followed him, while the rest lingered as Bo-
hemond established himself as sole ruler of Antioch.
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In February Raymond took Tortosa and Maraclea and besieged
Arqua, 15 miles from Tripoli. His victories brought the rest of the cru-
sade to the siege except for Bohemond. Their quarrels over the leader-
ship continued until April, when a message arrived promising a Byzan-
tine relief force to take them the rest of the way to Jerusalem at the end
of June. The Fatimids of Egypt offered an alliance against Byzantium
for the second time, and were again rebuffed.

Raymond refused to give up the siege of Arqua until 13 May. The
army’s support for him had been shaken by the events of April 8. One of
Raymond’s most outspoken supporters was the peasant who had found
the Holy Lance, Peter Bartholomew. His continued visions of St. An-
drew backed the count of St. Gilles’s desire to complete the siege. Peter
insisted on proving his veracity in a trial by fire on Good Friday. He
died of the injuries he sustained in this public display, and Raymond’s
prestige, based in some sense on possession of the Lance, suffered when
its authenticity was discredited by Peter’s failure.

The army left Tripoli, provisioned by its relieved garrison, on 14
May. With the exception of a brief sortie from Sidon the coastal cities
ignored the European plunder of their suburbs in the hope that the cru-
sade would pass quickly from their territory. Above Jaffa the army
turned inland and arrived at Ramla on 3 June. This had been the admin-
istrative center of Muslim Palestine, but it was abandoned by its citi-
zens. A Norman priest was made bishop and administrator of Ramla-
Lydda. On 6 June Tancred and Baldwin of Le Bourg took Bethlehem
while the main army moved on to Jerusalem.

AL-AQSA MOSQUE. See Temple.

ARAB. Saracen, Turk, Moor, Muslim. These are terms which may be used
specifically, for instance Arab to denote an Arabian or Muslim to denote
a follower of Islam. However in the European crusade chronicles they
may also be used indiscriminately to refer to an enemy, regardless of
ethnic, religious, or political allegiance. “Saracen” is more likely to be
found in European accounts of the Holy Land, while “Moor” is seen
more frequently in reference to the Iberian peninsula. For similar ge-
neric terms to refer to multiethnic groups, see Greek, Frank, and Latin.
The word Muslim reflects a complex reality, in the sense that Islam was
not in the 12th century, any more than it is now, monolithic as either a
religion or a political construct.
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ARAGON. Spain. Originally a province of the medieval Christian king-
dom of Navarre, Aragon is a valley at the base of the western Pyrenees,
which emerged as a separate principality under Ramiro I (r.1035-63).
Jaca was its principal town, situated at a mountain pass that made it the
main route from Western Europe to the pilgrimage church of Santiago
de Compostela.

Count Sancho Ramirez I (r.1063-94), in his efforts to expand his
territories at the expense of the neighboring Muslims, made a pilgrim-
age to Rome in 1068 and arranged to hold his fief from the pope. He
hoped that this connection would enable him to call on military help
from beyond Iberia. In 1073 Pope Gregory VII (see the introduction)
unsuccessfully attempted to call in such assistance from southern
France.

Pedro I, king of Aragon (r.1094-1104) renewed the allegiance to the
papacy in 1096 in return for help from southern France in taking Mus-
lim Huesca. Alfonso I (r.1104-34) continued to expand Aragon in the
direction of the county of Barcelona, enabling the eventual union of the
two Christian principalities. His marriage with Queen Urraca (d. 1126)
of Leén-Castile produced war between them (1111-17) and competing
claims to control of the Iberian Peninsula. In spite of this setback, in
1118-19 Alfonso defeated Muslim armies to take Cérdoba and Tudela.
Pope Gelasius II’s grant of a crusade indulgence brought help from
southern France, including veterans of the First Crusade. By 1120 the
leadership of the Murabit in Spain was in its turn fractured, and Al-
fonso, with European assistance, won a major battle at Cutanda. He cre-
ated the military order of Monreal in 1124 to help patrol the southern
boundaries of his territory. In 1125-26 he accumulated a major force for
a season of raids into Muslim territory from Valencia to Granada. The
purpose seems to have been intimidation rather than conquest.

The forward momentum of Aragon came to a temporary halt with
Alfonso’s death in 1134. He had no heirs, and divided his territory in
1131 among the canons of the Holy Sepulchre, and the new military
orders of the Hospitallers and Templars. The eventual settlement
bought out the claims of the three orders by ceding them property, and
created the combined principality of Aragon/Barcelona. After 1134, the
dynasty of the latter controlled the fortunes of both, along with territory
in the Balearics, Valencia, Sicily, and southern Italy. See also Recon-
quista.
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ARMENIA. Ancient Armenia was thought to extend from the Caucasus
to the Taurus Mountains, from the Caspian to the Black Sea, and to have
included both the Garden of Eden and Mount Ararat, where Noah’s Ark
was supposed to have rested after the biblical flood. The Roman prov-
ince of Armenia was probably only a small part of Asia Minor, south of
the Black and Caspian Seas. In essence, the Romans held the Euphrates
as the border of their empire, beyond which was the frontier province of
Armenia.

The country produced its own line of kings, was converted to Chris-
tianity in 303, and developed a liturgy in the national language. Arme-
nia, like the Copts, Jacobites, and Nestorians, broke with the Melkites,
or Greek Orthodox, at the Council of Chalcedon in 451. The Persian
Sassanid Empire, with which the Byzantines had split Armenia in 387,
fell in 642 to Islam. The caliph at Baghdad appointed governors for
Armenia, which was otherwise left semiautonomous. The Byzantine
Empire continued to claim this region after Seljuk conquest (from
1020), and into the Mongol era (from 1240). What the crusaders called
“Armenia” is not well-defined because of these competing territorial
claims, and is now split between the former Soviet republic of Armenia,
Turkey, and Iran. See also Cilicia, Edessa.

ARMOR. During the Middle Ages knights were responsible to provide
their own equipment, which meant that there was considerable variation,
especially as plunder after a battle was an important source of weap-
onry. European knights wore felt, padded, or leather coats, sometimes
with leggings or cap, to take the weight of metal armor. A hauberk or
coat of chain links (mail: the links could be single or double and were
expensive to forge) was basic equipment, along with a metal, cloth, or
wooden shield, and some form of helmet. Shoulder, knee, and foot
guards of metal could also be worn, with a surcoat over the hauberk, and
gauntlets to protect the wrists and hands. A steel cap might be supple-
mented with a mail covering of various lengths, and possibly with a
helmet as well. The pot helmet, with a visor to protect the mouth and
marked to distinguish the wearer, was used from the end of the 12th
century. See also Heraldry.

ARSENAL. By the 13th century Venice’s fleet was a state-directed insti-
tution. The city was a center for shipbuilding long before 1104, when
the government built the Arsenal, a walled enclosure for the manufac-
ture of ships and arms. Its size was doubled between 1303 and 1325.
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Next door was a government-owned rope factory, and the area around
them both was densely populated by private shipyards. Eventually ship-
owners would be forbidden by law to sell useful ships to foreigners.
Venice’s goals were commercial expansion at the expense of neighbor-
ing rivals, and specifically trade agreements that would open new mar-
kets. See also Naval Warfare.

ASCALON. This port city controlled by the Fatimids of Egypt acted as
a check on the main European pilgrim road from Jaffa to Jerusalem.
Its capture preoccupied the crusaders until 1153, when King Baldwin
III of Jerusalem was able to take it. Baldwin used castles built by his fa-
ther, King Fulk (Blanche Garde, Ibelin, and Beth Gibelin) as bases
from which to attack the city, adding Gaza in 1149 to complete a ring of
fortresses around it.

Upon capturing the city, the crusaders reconsecrated the largest
mosque as the cathedral of St. Paul. Ascalon was technically subject to
the crusader bishopric of Bethlehem in the ecclesiastical organization of
the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem. Along with other port cities, Asca-
lon changed hands several times after 1187, but was definitively re-
turned to Egyptian control under Baybars I in 1270.

ASIA MINOR. This phrase refers to the western peninsula of Asia, lying
between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean, which is now Turkey.
Anatolia means “the country east of the Aegean Sea” or western Asia
Minor. These terms are used to designate these areas before 20th cen-
tury national boundaries were set, when there were still several contend-
ers, such as the Armenians, Byzantines, and the Seljuk Turks, for land
in this region. See also Kilij Arslan; Danishmends; Anatolia;
Iconium.

ASSASSINS, ISMAILI ORIGINS. The word “Assassins” is derived
from the Arabic word for hashish. Medieval authors told stories of this
sect’s daring political assassinations, their use of disguise, and their
willingness to die for their leader. The name “Assassin” was given by
Sunni and European opponents to the Nizarite Ismailis, who represent a
division among the Shia Muslims. For the Ismailis, the legitimate line
of succession belonged to the Fatimid dynasty in Egypt (and eventually
to their own imam or religious leader in northeastern Persia) rather than
to the Abbasid caliphs at Baghdad.
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The origins of the Fatimid dynasty go back to 902 in northern Africa,
from which they conquered Egypt with the help of Berber tribes in 969.
Al-Aziz conquered Damascus during his reign (975-96), and his suc-
cessor al-Hakim (r.996-1021) took Aleppo. In 1021 a succession crisis
precipitated another split, between the Ismailis and the Druze. In 1060
Baghdad itself was briefly under Fatimid rule, but by 1070 the Seljuk
Turks had conquered Iraq, Aleppo, and by 1075, much of Asia Minor.
The Seljuks thus became rivals with Egypt for the Middle East.

A new succession crisis in Egypt in 1094 produced another division
between the Ismailis and the Nizari, the followers of Nizar, who was
passed over for the throne of Egypt. The leader of this group was Hasan
al-Sabbah (d. 1124), who in 1090 established himself in the Elburz (Al-
borz) Mountains north of Tehran near the Caspian Sea at a fortress
called Alamut. From this and other strongholds in Iran the movement
spread to Syria.

Ismailism was both a religious and a political movement. Its differ-
ence from Sunni can be summed up as a divergent view of the way to
interpret the Quran. For the Sunni the consensus of the group, expressed
by scholars, is definitive. For the Ismailis, there is a universal order, ex-
pressed by God through a series of interpreters, from Adam through Je-
sus to Muhammad, who expressed the final revelation. The messages
of these men might seem contradictory, and some passages from the
Quran might seem archaic or lacking in consistency. These seeming
contradictions or irrelevancies can be shown to be both consistent and
meaningful only by a true teacher, of the line begun by Muhammad and
continued through Ali and Nizar. The true succession is therefore the
key to true interpretation, the rope that extends salvation to the human
intellect from the divine.

Some Ismailis believed in the transmigration of souls. Those who
refused true interpretation degenerated, returning as animals, while
those who understood the universal order increased their status in the
next life. Ismailis saw their activities as missionary work, when neces-
sary backed by military action.

ASSASSINS, SYRIA. In the early 1100s, under the protection of Sunni
Seljuk rulers, the Ismailis were able to establish a house in Aleppo for a
preaching mission.

From this date, they were also suspected of carrying out political
assassinations in Syria and Egypt. There is support for this supposition
from the sources beginning in 1106, when the Ismailis based in Aleppo
attempted to take a fortress in the upper Orontes valley. They were de-
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feated by the combined local forces of the family of an Egyptian gover-
nor and Tancred, prince of Antioch. The Ismailis were exiled from
Aleppo in 1124, and sought a foothold in southern Syria.

In 1125 Ismaili warriors helped the Sunni Turkish ruler of Damascus
hold off the forces of the Christian crusader kingdom, hoping to earn
his protection or at least tolerance for their existence in southern Syria.
Their political loyalties were always suspect however, and in 1129 the
residents of Damascus slaughtered possibly as many as 6,000 Ismailis.
The response of the survivors was to develop a string of castles in inac-
cessible mountainous areas between Tripoli and Aleppo, situated in
such a way as to bring them into conflict with both the European cru-
saders and the Sunni Turkish rulers of Aleppo. The notable Hospitaller
fortress of Krac des Chevaliers was 25 miles south of Misyaf, the most
important Naziri stronghold. The Templars were also neighbors in their
march at Tortosa.

The leaders of the Naziri Ismailis in southern Syria, whose string of
fortresses and villages are called the Emirate of Misyaf, were sent out
from Alamut, and information about them is minimal. Sarim al-Din,
also known as Abu Muhammad, may have been the first ruler of the
Syrian community, followed by Rashid al-Din Sinan, known to the cru-
saders as the Old Man of the Mountain. Sinan followed the orders of the
Imam in Alamut, Hassan II, to announce that believers were released
from Islamic law. Syrians obedient to Sinan destroyed mosques and
publicly displayed their freedom from fasting and from taboos on pork
and wine.

Rashid al-Din Sinan is thought to have been born ¢.1135 in Basra,
educated in Iran (Persia), and sent from Alamut in 1162-63 to take lead-
ership of the Syrian community. His cult, developed in the 14th century,
combined with the secrecy of the community in the 12th century make it
difficult to disentangle fact from pious fiction. Sinan is said to have
trained his warriors in collecting information, which necessitated flu-
ency in several languages, and to have set up a system of communica-
tions between the Ismaili fortresses, based on pigeons and coded mes-
sages. Normally, their missions were aimed at important Muslim rulers,
but the Assassins were supposed to have murdered the Christian count
of Tripoli in 1151.

Sinan is also reported to have reached a truce with Amalric I, king
of Jerusalem, in c.1173, a truce almost immediately broken by the
Templars. During the winter of 1174-75, the ruler of Aleppo, besieged
by Saladin, asked Sinan for help. The response was the attempted as-
sassination of Saladin that winter and again in May 1176. Both attempts
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failed. Saladin made a raid into Ismaili territory and briefly attempted a
siege of Misyaf in July. A temporary truce seems to have followed these
hostilities. Ismaili sources allege that members of the community fought
in alliance with Saladin at Hattin in 1187, and that European prisoners
taken during that battle were held in Ismaili fortresses.

There are too many acts attributed to the Naziri to list them all here.
The one that caused the greatest stir among the crusaders was the mur-
der of Conrad of Montferrat in 1192, after which, his successor,
Henry of Champagne, is supposed to have visited Sinan, who died in
1193. Stories circulated that the Assassins had been sent by Philip Au-
gustus of France against King Richard I of England in 1195, and that
they had murdered Raymond of Antioch in 1213 and Duke Ludwig of
Bavaria in 1231. They were said to have received a handsome sum of
money from Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II in preparation for the
Sixth Crusade in 1226-27.

In Alamut, the most important of the successors to Hasan al-Sabbah
(r.1090-1124) was Jalal al-Din Hasan III (r.1210-21), who attempted to
gain toleration for the Ismailis from the caliphs of Baghdad. In order to
do this, he laid emphasis on the necessity of obeying religious law and
observing ritual behavior. “Externals” such as law and ritual were cer-
tainly important to the Ismailis, but not as crucial as the allegorical or
spiritual meaning of the Quran. These overtures were accepted by Ca-
liph al-Nasir (r.1180-1225), for whom unity in Islam was essential in the
face of the threat offered by Jingiz [Genghis] Khan (1162-1226).

Alamut’s approach to the caliph earned the southern Syrian Ismaili
community a breathing space with the Ayyubid dynasty. When Ray-
mond, heir to Antioch, was murdered in 1212, his father, Bohemond IV
(r.1187-1223) laid siege to one of their fortresses in 1214-15. Aleppo
sent a relief force to aid the Ismailis. In 1250 the Assassins sent an em-
bassy to King Louis IX of France during his stay in Acre, requesting to
be released from an expectation, which may have gone back to 1150,
that they would pay annual tribute to the Hospitallers and Templars.
Louis sent emissaries to both the Assassins and the Mongols during his
stay at Acre, apparently with the intention of gathering information on
their beliefs and possibly forming an alliance. Neither of these efforts
bore fruit.

By 1250 the Mongols had taken northern Iran, becoming a threat to
Baghdad and Alamut, both of which fell to them in the next decade. The
Ismailis of Syria first submitted to Mongol control, but after Mamluk
Sultan Baybars of Egypt defeated the Mongols in 1260, the Assassins
offered him their loyalty. In 1261 he gave their territory to his own gov-
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ernor at Hama. In 1262-63 they sent another emissary to the sultan, and
were courteously received, but Baybars was clearly more concerned to
consolidate his own power in Syria than to indulge the Assassins. In
about 1266 Baybars, now focused on driving the Europeans out of his
domain, put a stop to the tribute payments the Ismailis had been making
to the military orders, but ordered that they should be paid to himself
instead. From 1271 any resistance to his orders led to military reprisals.
All of the Ismaili castles in Syria surrendered to him in 1273.

Legend has it that after this point the Ismailis worked for Baybars as
spies and assassins. They were supposed to have attempted the murder
of King Edward I of England in 1272 when he visited Acre. They con-
tinued to exist, without much of a political impact, under the Mamluk
and Ottoman Empires.

Early in the history of the Ismailis, another line of leaders or imams
had been established in India. In 1842 Hasan Ali Shah, a contender for
legitimacy as an Ismaili leader, left Iran and settled in India. He and his
successors are known as Agha Khan. Agha Khan III (1885-1957) and
his descendants were accepted as leaders by many Ismailis after 1885.

AYYUBID DYNASTY. (1171-1250). The dynasty was created by Sala-
din as he consolidated Nur al-Din’s holdings in Syria and Egypt and
destroyed the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem. As Saladin conquered ter-
ritory, he placed it under the control of various family members, in a
confederation of states nominally loyal in the first place to the Turkish
ruler of Aleppo, Nur al-Din (r.1146-74), and after his death to the
Abbasid dynasty in Baghdad. After Saladin’s death, his family contin-
ued to hold Syria, Egypt, and parts of Mesopotamia, but to a large extent
left the remaining crusader states based at Acre to their own devices. It
was up to the Mamluks, their successors, to drive the last of the Euro-
peans off the mainland to the island kingdom of Cyprus by 1291.

Saladin’s rule offers a contrast to the North African Fatimid dy-
nasty, which he replaced, on several levels. He himself was a Kurd, ex-
panding the hold of the Seljuk Turks over Syria and Egypt. The Turks
had entered Islam first as mercenaries, and then as conquerors of parts
of Abbasid territory. Under Nur al-Din and Saladin, the veneer of loy-
alty to the Abbasids was scrupulously maintained in Syria and Egypt.
The Shia Fatimids had been both political and religious rivals to Sunni
Baghdad. Saladin created a Sunni Muslim government in Cairo that be-
came a center of learning and culture in the Islamic world.

European crusades launched against Egypt were a focus of attention
in 1218 (the Fifth Crusade), in 1228 (the Sixth Crusade), and in 1249
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(under Louis IX, king of France 1226-70). The Ayyubid dynasty fell to
the Mamluks in 1249-50, who revived the jihad against the Europeans
while fighting off Mongol incursions.

The most notable of the Ayyubid rulers for the crusaders were al-
Adil, Saladin’s brother (d.1218), who ruled Egypt when the Fifth Cru-
sade arrived there; al-Kamil, al-Adil’s son (d.1238), who actually
fought the Fifth Crusade and made a treaty with the Holy Roman Em-
peror Frederick II in 1229 to end the Sixth Crusade; and al-Salih
(d.1249), sultan of Egypt during an important battle with crusading
forces in 1244 at Harbiyya, near Ascalon.

The Ayyubid period is notable for the increasing militarization of
Egypt, and its link with Syria as a base for military operations. Foreign-
ers were used in freeborn as well as mamluk, or military slave, regi-
ments, either as individuals or as tribal units. The state functioned as a
loose confederation of principalities under various branches of the dy-
nasty. The principalities themselves did not have stable political
boundaries. They were conglomerations of lands collected by princely
houses, and traded for family advantage without any regard for ethnic
identities or even geography, beyond the immediate goal of commercial
or diplomatic gain. Only the sultanate of Egypt and the lordship of the
largest cities of Syria kept a territorial identity or centralized financial
administrations, as they were passed about among various princes. His-
tories of the Ayyubid reign therefore focus on Egypt, Damascus, and
Aleppo, with lesser cities playing a lesser role. The military resources
available during Saladin’s reign have been estimated at 16,000 cavalry
for the whole area under his control, with an additional force of 1,000
from his personal estates. He essentially destroyed the Fatimid army as
part of his bid for power in 1169, and installed instead the force of
Turks and Kurds who had backed him. The Syrian military establish-
ment was of recent date (12th century, see Seljuk Turks), and consisted
of the same mixed Turcoman and Kurdish warriors who had put Sala-
din in power. Without a centralized treasury or administration for his en-
tire empire, he was unable to create a larger military force or impose
obedience to his decrees. His rule rested on his personal influence and
his generosity in awarding conquered territory to his adherents. Techni-
cally, he had usurped power from the Zengid rulers of Syria for whom
he had taken Egypt. The legitimacy of his rule was therefore a serious
question in both Egypt and Syria. The Ayyubid inherited his problems
along with his possessions.

The Ayyubid, like the Zengids of Syria before them, looked to the
caliph of Baghdad for formal confirmation of their status as rulers. The
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embassy they sent in 1193 presented the caliph with Saladin’s arms as a
reminder of his own claim to political power as the leader of the jihad
against Shia Fatimid Egypt and the Christian crusader kingdoms. Ay-
yubid commitment to jihad was tested when the truce made by Saladin
and King Richard I of England expired in 1195. Holy Roman Emperor
Henry VI (r.1190-97) sent a force to Acre in 1197 led by Duke Henry of
Brabant (r.1190-1235). Saladin’s brother al-Adil held much of upper
Mesopotamia from 1186 to 1198, and was governor of Damascus from
1198 to 1200, when he succeeded to the sultanate of Egypt. He tried to
engage the German force near Tiberias, but when they avoided the en-
gagement, he instead took and razed Jaffa. He was also able to raze Si-
don, but the crusaders took Beirut before he could follow the destruc-
tion of its walls with the razing of its citadel.

The crusaders had met their objective, which was to control the coast
between Acre and the county of Tripoli. They moved on to the fortress
of Toron in November of 1197, their first attempt to take some of the
inland territory that they had lost to Saladin. Al-Adil was unable to oust
them, and appealed to Egypt. The sultan’s troops did not arrive until
February 1198. By then the crusade army had received the news that
Henry VI had died in Sicily. They retreated in haste to Tyre, chased by
the two Muslim armies, and the crusaders left for home. The Lusignan
king of Cyprus and Jerusalem was left to negotiate a truce with al-
Adil

In 1200, due to a reshuffle in the Ayyubid world, al-Adil was sultan
of Egypt. The skirmish of 1197 paled in comparison to the problem of
the Fifth Crusade which he faced in Egypt as sultan (r.1200-18). The
Europeans were never his choice for the focus of his activities. The
maintenance of his regime in Egypt and Syria and expansion into Meso-
potamia and Armenia were his policies. The chief impact of the Fifth
Crusade for al-Adil, and the Sixth Crusade for al-Kamil after him, was
as a distraction from these more important goals.

The failure of the dynasty to realize these goals is apparent in al-
Kamil’s appointment of two heirs, one for Egypt, and one for an area
called the Jazira, which was at various points in medieval times an inde-
pendent principality, made up of parts of modern-day Syria and Iraq.
This division shows the prevalence of the pattern of consolidating the
Egyptian hold on southern Syria through the governorship of Damascus
and using it as a springboard from which to move north to Aleppo and
then to the region of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. The succession to
al-Kamil also presented the problems common to the Ayyubid: the jock-
eying for position among the various members of the family, stationed
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throughout the empire, complicated by the actual election procedure,
which was a negotiation among the most powerful generals to either
confirm or overturn al-Kamil’s own choice for his successor.

The next member of Saladin’s dynasty to play a major role in the
crusades was al-Kamil’s son al-Salih Ayyub, ruler of Damascus (1238-
39), and sultan of Egypt (1240-49). His rule of both areas was hotly
contested, so much so that in 1239 the crusade army of Count Theobald
IV of Champagne (1201-53) became a factor in the dispute among the
Ayyubid. The count was offered Jerusalem and a corridor of land to the
coastal cities in exchange for an alliance, first with al-Salih’s rival for
Damascus, and then with al-Salih, who made a counteroffer just as he
took office as sultan in Egypt. Theobald made his peace with the sultan
in 1240 and left for home.

A new army arrived in 1241 with Earl Richard of Cornwall. He
confirmed the treaty with Egypt in April, leaving the titular barons of
Jerusalem, based at Acre, to hold the promised territory in the face of a
hostile Damascus. Just at this crisis in the struggle between Damascus
and Egypt both were diverted by attacks on northern Syria by Turks
from the region of the Oxus River near the Aral Sea called Khorezm or
Khwarizm. Their cavalry of 12,000 easily outmatched the Aleppan
forces of 1,500, and Damascus was raising forces against Richard of
Cornwall. The necessity for coordinated action in the north led to a truce
among the Ayyubid in 1243, by which the sultan’s authority was to be
recognized by Damascus and Aleppo.

The peace was immediately broken and Jerusalem changed hands at
least twice in the resulting struggle among the Ayyubid. To European
eyes the most important factor in these events was that in July 1244 Je-
rusalem was looted and the Christian shrines destroyed by the
Khwarizm Turks, for the moment allied with Egypt. The full force of
the crusader kingdom joined in alliance with the Syrian Muslims against
the sultan of Egypt at the battle of La Forbie or Harbiyya, near Ascalon
on 17 October 1244. The army of the crusader kingdom was destroyed,
but the sultan’s real objective was the siege of Damascus which fol-
lowed. He was joined by the Khwarizm forces and the Aleppans. He
was able to reduce the city to the status of an Egyptian province. He fol-
lowed this with an attack on the remains of the crusader kingdom, still
clinging to the coastal cities. In the summer of 1247 he took a number of
important fortresses and razed Ascalon. The crusade of King Louis IX
of France was the last attempt to save the remnants of the crusader
kingdom. The king’s forces landed in Egypt and took Damietta in June
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1249. On 22 November 1249 al-Salih died, leaving a succession crisis
faced with the invasion of the French.

In order to build his strength against his family, the sultan had re-
sorted not only to a series of alliances like the ones with the crusaders
and Khwarizm, but to the construction of regiments of military slaves
personally loyal to himself. It was one of these regiments, made up of
Kipchak (Qipchaq) Turks, that succeeded him as the Mamluk dynasty.

-B-

BAGHDAD. Iraq’s capital sits on the Tigris River in the center of the
country. During the caliphate of al-Mansur (r.754-75) the city was built
to serve as the center of the Abbasid dynasty’s Islamic empire. It was
conquered by the Seljuk Turks in 1059 under the command of Tughrul
Beg (r.1040-63), but was still perceived as the nominal center of Islam,
even when under Seljuk control. The Seljuk capital was Isfahan, and the
successor to Tughrul Beg was his nephew Alp Arslan. Caliph al-
Mugtafi (r.1136-60) was able to establish independence from the Turks
for himself and his successors, but was still in alliance with them as
Sunni Muslim rulers. The Mongols sacked Baghdad in 1258 and exe-
cuted the last caliph. In 1261 Baybars, Mamluk sultan of Egypt, in-
stalled a member of the Abbasid dynasty in Cairo under his protection.
Baghdad was not a capital of an independent Muslim state again until
after World War I, and the imperial period passed with the Abbasids.

BAHA AL-DIN IBN SHADDAD. (1145-1234). Baha al-Din’s Life of
Saladin was written at court during the author’s career there between
1188 and Saladin’s death in 1193. It is an important source for the
Third Crusade, and has been translated into English.

BAIBARS. See Baybars 1.

BALDRIC, ARCHBISHOP OF DOL. (France). Baldric had been
abbot of Bourgueil in the early 12th century. His chronicle of the First
Crusade relies on the anonymous Gesta, an eyewitness account, and
includes a version of Pope Urban II’s speech at Clermont.

BALDWIN I (OF BOULOGNE). Baldwin was the younger brother of
Godfrey of Bouillon. His first wife, Godechilde, daughter of the Nor-
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man Ralph of Tosny, accompanied him on the First Crusade and died
in the Holy Land. He became count of Edessa (r.1098-1100), and then
king in Jerusalem (r.1100-18), the first Western European ruler to take
the title of king there.

Baldwin followed Godfrey as king so soon after the conquest of Je-
rusalem that much of the work of creating a territorial kingdom was still
to be done. The first problem was securing ports as a key to holding and
supplying the new Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem. Lacking a navy, he
besieged but was unable to take Acre in 1103 (it fell in the following
year) and Sidon in 1107-08. He developed agreements with Genoa,
Pisa, and Venice that gave them tax-free self-regulating enclaves in cit-
ies captured with their help, along with any spoils of war they collected.
He and the other veterans of the First Crusade also continued to use
counter-forts to first harass and then take Muslim strongholds. Ray-
mond of Saint Gilles was able to establish his county of Tripoli by
building such a fortress in 1102-03 two miles from the city on Mount
Pilgrim. Baldwin, with help from the Genoese, was able to work with
Raymond’s successors to take Tripoli in 1109. Haifa fell with Venetian
help in 1100 and Beirut and Sidon in 1110. See Caffaro.

Opposition by the allied rulers of Egypt and Damascus failed in a
battle at Ramla in 1105. Baldwin’s success there was balanced by his
long and initially fruitless battles on the coast and by a major defeat
against the Egyptians at a battle in 1102. The coastal cities were hard-
won, and the defense of the Latin Kingdom was dependent not only on
the Italian communes and financial support from Europe, but also on the
timely arrival of pilgrim bands such as the one in 1101. For the defeat of
the forces of the kingdom under Baldwin’s leadership at the battle of
Lake Tiberias in 1113 see Mosul.

Moved by strategic considerations Baldwin separated from his Ar-
menian queen Arda, married when he was consolidating his hold on
Edessa, to replace her with Adelaide (r.1113-16). Adelaide’s son by a
previous marriage, Roger II of Sicily, seemed to offer a valuable alli-
ance, and the lady came with a sizeable dowry. However, the new queen
did not provide Baldwin with an heir, and by 1116 he feared that Roger
would inherit his kingdom. In 1117 Baldwin had his marriage to Ade-
laide annulled but he failed to make another alliance before his death in
April of 1118. The kingdom passed to his cousin Baldwin of Le Bourg.

Witnesses to Baldwin’s acts as king include many Europeans who
established lordships as a result of the First Crusade. These include
lordships in the royal demesne of Nablus, as well as in Sidon, Caesarea,
Jaffa, and Tripoli.
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The best primary source, available in English translation, on the
Latin Kingdom during its first 80 years is the chronicle of William of
Tyre.

BALDWIN II (OF LE BOURG). King in Jerusalem (1118-31),
Baldwin was the eldest son of Count Hugh of Rethel, cousin to both
Baldwin I and Godfrey of Bouillon. His name, usually rendered as Le
Bourg, refers to Bourcq, in the Ardennes region of France. The counts
of Rethel held their land from the archbishop of Reims (or Rheims), as
did in the first instance another crusading family, the Coucys.

When Baldwin I left Edessa to succeed Godfrey as ruler of the Latin
Kingdom of Jerusalem, he called in his cousin to succeed him in
Edessa. Upon the king’s death Baldwin of Le Bourg was elected by the
assembly of the lords of the Latin Kingdom to succeed him. Baldwin II
was consecrated king on 14 April 1118. In May the emir of Damascus
attacked Tiberias while the sultan of Egypt camped at Ascalon. At the
same time a Muslim fleet landed at Tyre. Baldwin’s forces menaced the
Egyptians at Ascalon, which withdrew without a battle. His troops then
raided the countryside around Damascus and Aleppo. The Muslim
forces attacked Antioch. While Baldwin was en route to relieve the
principality, its regent in 1119, Roger of Salerno, engaged the Aleppans
at Darb Sarmada. Roger and many of his knights were slaughtered at
this battle, known as the “Field of Blood.”

Baldwin hurried to defenseless Antioch. The king held the region
directly until the heir, Bohemond II, arrived in 1126. In 1122 Joscelin of
Courtenay, who had been made lord of Edessa, was captured, leaving
Baldwin as administrator of that region as well. In 1123, after five years
of constant campaigning, the king himself was captured by Nur al-
Daulah Belek, ruler of Aleppo in 1123-24.

Tyre was taken with the help of the Venetians in 1124 during a year
when the kingdom was under the regency of the Latin Patriarch of Je-
rusalem, Gormond, and in the secular sphere of the constable Eustace
Garnier (Grenier, see Sidon), who died in June, and after him of Wil-
liam of Bures, lord of Tiberias. Gormond and William negotiated the at-
tack on Tyre with the Venetians during the winter of 1123-24. The city
fell in July 1124. In August Baldwin was released from captivity.

The king immediately went to war against Aleppo, winning a field
victory in June of 1125 that allowed him to pay his ransom and have his
hostages released. Constant warfare allowed Baldwin II to expand the
kingdom during his reign. He passed it on to Fulk, count of Anjou, who
had married the king’s eldest daughter in 1129. Fulk fought alongside
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Baldwin from his arrival until the king’s death in 1131, ruling newly
conquered Tyre as part of his wife’s dowry.

The best primary source, available in English translation, on the
Latin Kingdom during its first 80 years is the chronicle of William of
Tyre.

BALDWIN III. King in Jerusalem (1143-63). Baldwin’s father Fulk
died in 1143, leaving his wife Melisend as regent for their son. Melisend
began to associate her son with her in royal acts in 1145 when he came
of age. Baldwin contested his mother’s regency in 1151. After what is
normally referred to as a civil war between the two, he gained control of
the kingdom in 1152. Baldwin’s heir was his brother, Amalric.

When Fulk died, the Latin Kingdom had reached its greatest extent.
The success of the crusaders had been built as much on the failure of the
local Islamic powers to contest their rule as it had been on their tireless
warfare. Under the rule of Zengi, emir of Mosul and then of Aleppo,
continued European presence in the Levant was challenged by a formi-
dable opponent. Zengi took Edessa in 1144, a disaster which prompted
the Second Crusade. The crusade’s failure made its mark on both the
Latin Kingdom and European enthusiasm for future expeditions. The
challenges facing Baldwin III extended well beyond those of the re-
gency.

Much of the territory of the principality of Antioch was taken by
Zengi’s successor Nur al-Din in 1149, but the king was able to save the
city itself and surrounding region. In 1154 Baldwin’s attempts to use his
alliance with Damascus to defend the kingdom were preempted by Nur
al-Din’s takeover of that emirate. Baldwin’s most notable achievement
was the conquest of Ascalon in 1153, which set the stage for his
brother’s several attacks on Egypt in the 1160s.

The best primary source, available in English translation, on the
Latin Kingdom during its first 80 years is the chronicle of William of
Tyre.

BALDWIN 1V, THE LEPER. King in Jerusalem (1174-85). Baldwin,
who was born in 1161, was the son of Amalric I and Agnes of Cour-
tenay (see Edessa), whose marriage was annulled in 1163. His father’s
second wife was Maria Comnena. Maria’s daughter Isabel (d.1205) had
a claim on the throne after Baldwin and his sister Sybil (see Guy of Lu-
signan). The succession crisis arising from Baldwin’s illness was a key
factor in the fall of the Latin Kingdom to Saladin in 1187.
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Baldwin’s tutor from 1170 was William of Tyre (d.1185) author of
the most important chronicle of the Latin Kingdom. William noticed
that his charge was without feeling in and unable to use his right hand
and arm. Arab doctors were called in to treat Baldwin, who was eventu-
ally diagnosed with leprosy. The boy was taught to ride and fight, using
his knees to guide his mount. His diagnosis was not announced, since
leprosy normally led to relative seclusion, perhaps in the Order of St.
Lazarus, for fear of contagion.

BALDWIN 1V, THE REGENCY OF MILES OF PLANCY. King
Amalric I died suddenly in 1174. The tenants-in-chief met and decided
that Baldwin should succeed him. The closest suitable male claimants
were the princes of Antioch and Tripoli. Amalric’s daughters Sybil and
Isabel were both children. Baldwin himself was only 13. The combina-
tion of Baldwin’s youth and illness, the line of succession, and the fact
that the two female heirs were too closely related to the great nobles of
the realm for marriages with them to be canonically legal led to an in-
creasing rivalry for power at court. No one of the great lords wanted to
see another family benefit from the succession. The resulting contest for
supremacy could not be resolved in any way that was both legal and sat-
isfactory to all parties.

The immediate crisis in the summer of 1174 was the proposed expe-
dition to Alexandria, for which the Sicilian navy had been recruited to
assist. It was too late to alert their allies of Amalric’s death, and the cru-
sader kingdom failed to muster troops to meet the Sicilian landing in
Egypt. Saladin was able to block their advance as a result, and the ex-
pedition was a failure. The regency government under Miles of Plancy
and Rohard of Jaffa was blamed for the debacle by one of the rival
heirs, Raymond III of Tripoli, and a party of barons including Hum-
phrey of Toron, Reynald of Sidon, Baldwin lord of Ramla, and his
brother Balian of Ibelin. All of Raymond’s party would have important
roles to play in the fall of the kingdom in 1187. It is not known who as-
sassinated Miles of Plancy in 1174.

BALDWIN 1V, THE FIRST REGENCY OF RAYMOND OF
TRIPOLI. When the High Court met on 28 October 1174 to decide on
a new regency, Baldwin IV, then 13 years old, presided. Raymond of
Tripoli was a dubious candidate both because of the equal claim of the
princes of Antioch and because he had been released from captivity by
Nur al-Din in exchange for a ransom which had not yet been paid. The



BALDWIN IV, THE REGENCY OF REYNALD OF CHATILLON e 45

Muslim ruler of Syria was dead, but Raymond’s hostages for payment
were still being held by Nur al-Din’s heirs. Meanwhile, Saladin was in
Damascus, having marched through the Transjordan at the head of an
Egyptian army. In spite of these disabilities, Raymond was universally
admired for his intelligence and good judgment, and he was chosen by
the court as regent.

One of Raymond’s first acts as regent was to marry Eschiva II, heir-
ess to the fief of Galilee. Holding the counties of Tripoli and Galilee
made Raymond by far the most powerful of the barons, even after the
regency was over. His combined knight service was 200 men, and his
seat on the High Court was secured. It was Raymond who made Wil-
liam archbishop of Tyre and royal chancellor, and William’s chronicle
favors the regent’s career. In 1175, during Raymond’s regency, Baldwin
IV’s leprosy became common knowledge. The effects of the disease
could be remarked even by casual observers. To the surprise of all, he
was not isolated as a leper. Instead, his sister’s marriage became an ur-
gent matter of state, since she would be his heir.

The High Court opened negotiations with the Montferrat family,
which offered powerful connections in Western Europe.

BALDWIN 1V, THE REGENCY OF REYNALD OF
CHATILLON. On 15 July 1176, Baldwin came of age, ending Ray-
mond of Tripoli’s regency. The young king’s first acts were to appoint
his uncle Joscelin of Courtenay (see Edessa) as seneschal and to raid
Damascus in defiance of a treaty Raymond had been trying to arrange
with Saladin. Sybil duly married William Longsword of Montferrat,
but during her pregnancy in the first year of the marriage, William died.
The resulting uncertainty in 1177 caused Baldwin to offer the executive
regency first to Count Philip of Flanders, and when he refused, to
Reynald of Chatillon. Sybil’s son Baldwin V was born during the win-
ter of 1177-78. From this date the king began to name Sybil in public
acts, signaling her impending regency for the heir.

Some scholars have argued that Baldwin’s illness made him depend-
ent on his nobles, and especially on Baldwin of Ibelin (c.1133-88). The
young king certainly had the support of his barons in 1177, when he
countered the attack of Saladin with a small force and won the battle of
Mont Gisard (Tell Jazar, a hill near Ibelin). The loss of life on the
Christian side was high, and the crusaders reported sighting St. George
on the battlefield. To commemorate their victory the crusaders built a
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Benedictine monastery dedicated to St. Catherine of Alexandria on the
battlefield.

In 1178 Baldwin had a castle built at Jacob’s Ford, Le Chastellet, on
the Damascus road. The Templars were entrusted with its defense. In
1179 the king’s forces were routed near Sidon. Baldwin had to be car-
ried from the field and several important lords were captured. Saladin
destroyed Le Chastellet and massacred the garrison in August of 1179.
His navy raided Acre in October.

BALDWIN 1V, THE REGENCY OF GUY OF LUSIGNAN.
Baldwin’s sister and heir Sybil (whose first husband William of Mont-
ferrat had died) was married to Guy of Lusignan in 1180. Guy began
to be associated with the king as designated heir in 1181. Raymond of
Tripoli, the former regent of the kingdom, had entered its borders with
troops in 1180, presumably to seize power. In the opinion of the native
barons whose lands were at stake neither Sybil, a woman, or her brother,
because of his illness, offered an effective defense for a kingdom con-
stantly threatened by its enemies. Raymond’s attempt to intervene in the
succession was forestalled by the marriage of Sybil to Guy, but Ray-
mond returned in 1182, apparently unsatisfied with Guy’s performance.
The High Court intervened and urged a reconciliation because the king-
dom’s truce with Saladin expired in May of 1182. The kingdom’s dan-
ger was increased when the relationship between the crusader states and
Byzantium collapsed after the 1182 coup of Andronicus Comnenus.

On 13 July 1182 Baldwin’s forces fought a pitched battle against
Saladin’s much larger army at Le Forbelet in southeastern Galilee. Both
sides retreated with heavy losses. Saladin moved to crusader Beirut,
where his newly constituted fleet was due for an attack on the city.
Baldwin went to Tyre to recruit ships from his ports and from his allies,
the Italian city-communes, especially Pisa. Saladin moved his army into
northern Syria, and camped outside Mosul, which was held by his Zen-
gid rivals for power in the region. He remained there until February of
1183. During the winter of 1182-83 Reynald of Chitillon raided
coastal areas on the Red Sea, until they were driven off by Saladin’s
brother al-Adil, who had war ships from Alexandria carried overland
from Cairo. Those of Reynald’s men who were captured by al-Adil were
executed publicly as a show of Saladin’s power.

The costs of defending the kingdom from Saladin during these years
necessitated a special tax on property and income levied in 1183, one of
the earliest examples of such a tax in Christendom. According to Wil-
liam of Tyre, Baldwin was blind at this point and unable to use his
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hands or feet. In June Saladin took Aleppo, which threatened the secu-
rity of Antioch. Baldwin was so ill that he made Guy of Lusignan re-
gent. Guy’s failure to win a significant engagement that year with an
army expanded by the tax money undermined further support for him.

Baldwin married his half-sister Isabel, who turned 12 in 1183 to
Humphrey IV of Toron at Reynald of Chétillon’s castle of Kerak. On 22
October Saladin besieged the wedding party at the castle, hoping to take
important prisoners for ransom. The king was at Jerusalem, where he
resumed the rule of the kingdom, dismissing Guy as regent.

BALDWIN 1V, THE SECOND REGENCY OF RAYMOND OF
TRIPOLI. On 20 November 1183 the king had Sybil’s son by Wil-
liam of Montferrat crowned co-king as Baldwin V. He discussed the
possibility of having Sybil’s marriage to Guy of Lusignan annulled.
The king then went to the relief of Kerak, appointing Raymond of Trip-
oli field commander.

After their success in lifting the siege, the army returned to Jerusa-
lem. Guy and Sybil went to Ascalon and refused to answer repeated
summons to the court, which forestalled the attempt to annul their mar-
riage and thus disqualify Guy from any part in a regency for Sybil’s
five-year-old son. Baldwin IV had himself carried to Ascalon, where he
knocked on the gate and was refused admission. The king then went to
Jaffa to begin proceedings to deprive Guy of his lordships.

In 1184 Saladin again besieged Kerak. Baldwin IV again had him-
self carried with the army, and when Saladin raised the siege the king
went to Acre. Guy meanwhile made an unauthorized attack on Beduins
who had been of use to the kingdom. The action showed his failure to
understand the complex relationships that made the existence of the cru-
sader territories possible. On his return to Jerusalem, the king made
Raymond of Tripoli regent.

As the new year (1185) began, the king’s health worsened, and he
made further arrangements for the safety of his realm. Joscelin of Cour-
tenay was appointed the guardian of Baldwin V, and the royal castles
were placed under the care of the military orders. A crown-wearing
was organized at the church of the Holy Sepulchre.

Baldwin IV died in 1185. He was buried in the church of the Sepul-
chre. The king’s sister Sybil (d.1190) and half-sister, Isabel (d.1205),
inherited the kingdom in turn, Sybil through her son Baldwin V, and
Isabel in her own right as the last surviving member of the dynasty after
1190. Isabel was not able to hold power herself, but could pass the title
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on to her husbands, beginning with Conrad of Montferrat. The most
accessible primary sources on Baldwin’s reign are the chronicles of
William of Tyre and Ernoul.

BALDWIN V. King in Jerusalem 1185-86. Baldwin was crowned in
1183, as heir, at the age of five, but died in 1186. He was the son of
Count William of Montferrat and Sybil (d.1190), sister of Baldwin IV.

When Baldwin IV died in 1185 Raymond of Tripoli had been ap-
pointed regent, with Joscelin of Courtenay (see Edessa) as guardian for
the heir. Guy of Lusignan had not been successfully deprived of either
his wife or his lordship, and so was a rival for the regency, if not for the
throne. An embassy sent to Western Europe by Baldwin IV before his
death was unsuccessful in bringing a powerful regent to stabilize the
situation. When knights recruited by the embassy arrived in the Latin
Kingdom in 1186, they were prevented from fighting by a truce be-
tween Jerusalem and Saladin.

Baldwin V’s grandfather, William V of Montferrat, did come to re-
side in the Holy Land to protect the seven-year-old king’s rights, and
fought at Hattin in 1187. Baldwin died sometime during the summer of
1186, from unknown causes, and was buried in the church of the Holy
Sepulchre.

After his death the possible heirs were Sybil (d. 1190) and Isabel (d.
1205), her half-sister. Sybil had married Guy of Lusignan in 1180. He
held the title of king until his death in 1194. Conrad of Montferrat ef-
fectively ruled the kingdom, both because he held Tyre after 1187, and
because of his marriage to Isabel.

BALTIC CRUSADES. The “Northern” Crusades were fought over a
period of four centuries (12th-16th) in the region of the Baltic Sea es-
sentially by Germans who wished to colonize the region from the Elbe
and Saale Rivers to Lake Peipus. The Holy Roman Empire had no of-
ficial policy that drove these crusades. They were initiatives of individ-
ual German princes and bishops against Baltic, Slavic, and Finnic tribes
in this region. What makes these wars crusades is the support of the pa-
pacy in granting indulgences for service there between 1147 and 1505.
However, they are in a different category from the First Crusade, in the
sense that the aspect of pilgrimage to the Holy Places is missing.

From the time of the Second Crusade in 1147 (see also Wends)
these expeditions spread German institutions through Holstein, Meck-
lenburg, Brandenburg, Pomerania, Silesia, Bohemia, Poland, Lithuania,
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Livonia, Estonia, Finland, and Prussia. They led to the foundation of
military orders such as the Swordbrethren and the Teutonic Knights,
and the careers of warriors such as Henry XII “the Lion” (d.1195),
duke of Brunswick, Saxony, and Bavaria. The bishops who brought
troops to enforce Christian practice on the pagan Slavs include Albert
von Buxhdvden, of a noble Saxon family, who founded the diocese of
Livonia.

In the same way that Christian rulers of Iberia (see Reconquista) and
Sicily were primarily concerned with expansion, and therefore were al-
ternatively fighting a holy war against and allied with their Muslim
neighbors, the German princes treated pagan Slavic rulers alternately as
friends and foes. In their turn, the Slavs learned to use the establishment
of Christian bishoprics and monasteries as “civilizing” forces in con-
quest and settlement. Religious establishments collected tithes and
passed some of the wealth along to their overlords in the form of hospi-
tality and taxes. Christian settlers came voluntarily and created profit-
able farms from “waste” areas. Pagan pirates and slave traders were
banished by the armies of the faithful.

In 1171-72 Pope Alexander III issued the Bull Non parum animus
noster, which gave a crusade indulgence to those willing to fight the
Finns and Estonians. Crusade expeditions were launched from Sweden
in 1195 against the Estonians, to Livonia in 1198, and to Prussia in 1222
and 1223.

BARCELONA, COUNTY. A port city and the base of a small medieval
Christian county during the Reconquista, Barcelona eventually be-
came part of expanding Aragon (united with Catalonia in 1137). Count
Raymond Berenguer I (r.1035-76) attempted to expand the trading in-
terests of the city by building a small fleet, but was outmatched by the
rise of Genoa, Pisa, and Venice in capturing Mediterranean trade. He
also attempted to extend his domains into southern France.

His sons, at odds with each other and the other rulers of Iberia, had a
disastrous reign from 1076 until 1097, when the survivor left for Jeru-
salem, followed by the long and successful career of Raymond Beren-
guer III (r.1097-1131). He allied himself with a number of neighboring
counties in such a way as to expand the inheritance of his dynasty, a
policy which culminated with the marriage of his daughter to Alfonso
VII of Leén-Castile in 1127. His own marriage to the heiress of
Provence involved him in the politics of southern France and the west-
ern Mediterranean, dominated by the counts of Toulouse and the city of
Pisa. In 1113 Pope Paschal II authorized a crusade by the Pisans against
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the Muslims in the Mediterranean. Raymond accepted leadership of this
expedition in 1114, and went on to attack and briefly hold Majorca. In
1116 Paschal proclaimed another crusade, this time to free the old Ro-
man city of Tarragona in eastern Iberia from the Muslims.

Raymond Berenguer IV (r.1137-62) inherited his father’s aspirations
in Iberia, while the second son, Berenguer Raymond, inherited
Provence. The succession struggle after the death of the childless Al-
fonso I put the count of Barcelona in control of Aragon, and the Second
Crusade enabled him to take Muslim Tortosa and Lerida in 1148-49.
His brother’s death had made him regent for his nephew in Provence,
and he was able to use that position to become the most powerful mag-
nate in southern France by 1156, when he joined the king of England at
the siege of Toulouse. These combined interests prevented any further
action in the short run against Islam in Iberia.

BAYBARS I, MAMLUK SULTAN. (r.1260-77). In 1260 the arrival
of Mongol ambassadors demanding the surrender of Egypt precipitated
a crisis. Baybars’s predecessor had the ambassadors murdered and gath-
ered the forces of Egypt and Syria for a confrontation with the Mongol
advance guard at Gaza. The Kipchak Syrian commander Baybars then
led the attack on the Mongol army at a place near Nablus called the
Spring of Goliath (Goliath’s Well, Ayn Jalut). Baybars defeated the
Mongols in the field, although the invaders were to return to Syria on
several occasions before their final defeat there in 1303. Baybars’s vic-
tory over the Mongols at Goliath’s Well in 1260 stopped the latter from
following the destruction of Assassin strongholds and the conquest of
Baghdad and Damascus with the conquest of Egypt. Baybars was then
able to ally himself with the Golden Horde in Russia against their rivals
in Mongol Iran, so that both Mongols and refugees from their conquests
entered Egypt in great numbers after 1260. Mongol refugees had an in-
fluence on Egypt’s culture and administration that is still debated.

Superiority over the Mongols on the battlefield was the key to Bay-
bars’s ability to take authority in Egypt and to extend his reach into
Syria, threatened by annual Mongol raids. His campaign against the
remnants of the crusader kingdoms laid the foundations for their expul-
sion from Acre in 1291. Twenty-one expeditions to rout the remains of
the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem between 1265 and 1271 allowed
Baybars to conquer crusader Antioch, the Templar fortress of Arsuf,
and the Hospitaller fortress of Krak des Chevaliers, among other stra-
tegic points. Successors were able to take major holdouts such as Trip-
oli, and eventually to drive the last of the European settlers out of Tyre,
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Sidon, and Beirut by taking Acre in 1291. Baybars also launched an of-
fensive against the Assassins, who had been weakened by Mongol at-
tacks, and was able to impose some control over them between 1265
and 1271.

Baybars I used Damascus as a base for his military operations and
died there in 1277. His son, al-Said Nasir al-Din Berke Khan, was at
that point ruling Egypt. His attempts to take over upon his father’s death
failed, and he was forced to abdicate in 1279. The Mamluks returned to
the practice of choosing the new sultan from among the most influential
Kipchak military personnel.

BEDUIN/BEDOUIN. Pastoral nomads, usually Arabs who professed
either Christianity or Islam, lived along the desert frontier east and
south of the Crusader kingdoms. They moved across the boundaries of
the kingdoms under royal protection, and were registered to make that
possible. They were sometimes useful to the European or Muslim
forces as spies or mercenaries.

BERBER. This term is used by Europeans and Arabs to refer to the in-
digenous inhabitants of the 2,000-mile stretch of northern Africa be-
tween the Mediterranean Sea and the Sahara Desert from Egypt to the
Atlantic Ocean. The Berbers themselves use terms derived from their
own (related) languages. Under the Romans this region was a Mediter-
ranean province called “Africa.” When Roman rule ended in the fifth
century, local chiefs took control of northern Africa and benefited from
trade with western Africa. By the eighth century Arab conquest had
been completed, but Islam’s control was more effective in the cities and
villages than in the countryside. The Berbers had embraced Donatism
under Christian Rome and practiced Kharijism, often mixed with prac-
tices from local traditional religions, under their Muslim conquerors.
They were drafted into the military in Muslim Africa and served as mer-
cenaries in Syria and Turkey. For North African-based powers in the
crusades period, see Maghrib; Murabit; Muwahhid.

BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX, St. (1090-1153). Bernard was a Bur-
gundian nobleman who entered the monastery of Citeaux with 30 com-
panions in 1113. In 1116 he became abbot of the daughter house of
Clairvaux. He was a prolific writer of sermons, commentaries, and let-
ters, and an extremely influential figure in the medieval church. Because
of his reputation as a reformer, scholar, and speaker, he was chosen by
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Pope Eugenius III (r.1145-53) to preach the Second Crusade. He was
also instrumental in founding the Knights Templar, for whom he wrote
a tract defining their spiritual ideal (1128). His letters are an important
source for the early crusading period.

The Cistercian Order, a network of monastic houses dependent
upon Citeaux, provided many preachers and procurators of the crusade
movement. There were after 1157 several houses of Cistercians in the
Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem, including Belmont near Tripoli, St.
John near Jerusalem, and a third house, Salvatio, in an unknown loca-
tion. See also Gervase of Prémontré; Robert of Arbrissel; Jacques de
Vitry.

BETHLEHEM. Bethlehem is a town about five miles south of Jerusa-
lem, the focus of Christian devotion as the birthplace of Christ since at
least the time of the Roman Emperor Hadrian, who desecrated the shrine
there in c.132. Emperor Constantine I built a basilica there in 330. The
grotto of the Nativity occupied a crypt, and nearby were the Oratory of
the Manger and Altar of the Magi. Byzantine Emperor Justinian I built
the town defenses in 531. The First Crusaders took it in 1099 and ele-
vated it to a Latin bishopric in 1110. According to the crusade chroni-
cles, it had been a Christian town and its chief citizens requested the
help of the First Crusaders. Between 1153 and 1187 Ascalon was tech-
nically subject to it in the ecclesiastical hierarchy. Both cities returned to
Muslim control in 1187, except for short periods when various areas
were briefly returned to the Latin Kingdom as a result of treaties with
Muslim powers.

Its priests (also called canons), who followed what was called the
Augustinian rule for religious houses after 1112, went into exile in Acre
until the crusader kingdom fell in 1291. Like the canons of the Holy
Sepulchre, they sent missions to raise money and recruit men for the
crusade, especially after 1187, when they were given a property in Lon-
don. Over the next 200 years they built and maintained a small hospital
and priory there, a focus of devotion for those who could not make the
journey to the Holy Land, and a refuge for canons of their order. Be-
yond that house in London, by 1227 they owned 66 other churches in
Western Europe. See Holy Blood.

Bishops of Bethlehem and their reigning dates include: An-
schetinus (1108-25); Anselm (1129-45); Gerald (1148-53); Ralph I
(1156-74); Albert (1177-81); Ralph II (1186-92).
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BOHEMOND OF TARANTO, PRINCE OF ANTIOCH. (r.1098-
1111). Bohemond was the son of the Norman Robert Guiscard, duke of
Apulia, who invaded Sicily in 1071 and Byzantine Albania in 1081.
Bohemond joined the First Crusade and ruled Antioch from its capture
in 1098 until 1111. He had to defend his lordship first from the Byzan-
tines, irritated by his failure to honor his oath to return it to them, and
then from the Armenians and local Turkish commanders. In the sum-
mer of 1099 he attacked the Byzantine port of Latakia with the help of
the Pisan archbishop Daimbert and his fleet. The other crusade leaders,
on their return home from the Holy Sepulchre, successfully pressured
Bohemond to lift the siege. Bohemond was captured by the Danish-
mends in 1100, so that his nephew Tancred assumed the regency of
Antioch. Bohemond was released and resumed power in May of 1103.

After a disastrous battle against the Turkish emirs of Mardin and
Mosul near Edessa in 1104, Bohemond left for Italy, appointing Tan-
cred as regent for Antioch for the second time. He visited Pope Paschal
II in 1105 to promote a crusade against the Byzantine empire. Bruno of
Segni was appointed to preach as legate, and Bohemond toured Europe
in 1105-06 raising troops. In 1107 he sailed from Italy to Byzantine ter-
ritory in Albania with 34,000 men, and laid siege to Durazzo. He was
forced to retreat and died in Apulia in 1111.

He passed the lordship on to his son, Bohemond II (r.1126-30). For
further information on the lordship see Antioch; Tripoli.

BRABANT. Brabant was a principality of the Low Countries formed par-
tially from the territories of Louvain and Brussels. Godfrey, count of
Louvain, was granted the title of duke of Lower Lorraine by the Holy
Roman Emperor in 1106. See also Godfrey of Bouillon; First Cru-
sade; Flanders.

BYZANTINE EMPIRE. The East Roman Empire was centered at Con-
stantinople, and made up originally of the Prefectures of Illyricum (the
Balkan Peninsula) and the East (Thrace, the eastern Mediterranean, and
Egypt). The original name of the capital, before it was rebuilt and re-
named by Constantine I (r.306-37) was Byzantium. The term “Byzan-
tine,” meaning the East Romans based at Constantinople during the me-
dieval period, was not coined until the seventeenth century. The
strategic location of the city on the Bosporus, combined with the most
impressive land walls in the Roman world, made the city unconquerable
until the crusaders took it in 1204 (see Fourth Crusade; Constantin-
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ople, Kingdom of). The Byzantines retook the city 1261-1453, after
which Ottoman conquest re-created it as Istanbul, the center of an Is-
lamic empire until World War L.

In 1000 the empire was far wealthier than any state in Western
Europe and its culture was more influential. At its height its boundaries
stretched from eastern Turkey to southern Italy and from the Crimea to
Lebanon. Missionaries carried its religion and culture throughout east-
ern Europe and especially to Russia.

Byzantine emperors and their reigning dates during the crusade
period include the Comnenus dynasty, as well as: Isaac II Angelus
(1185-95), Alexius III Angelus (1195-1203), Isaac II and Alexius IV
Angelli (1203-04), Alexius V Murzuphlus (1204), Theodore I Lascaris
(1204-22), John III Ducas Vatatzes (1222-54), Theodore II Lascaris
(1254-58), John IV Lascaris (1258-61), and the Palacologus dynasty,
from 1259 until 1453, interrupted by John VI Cantacuzene (1347-54).

The official language of church and state in the multilingual Byz-
antine Empire after the sixth century was Greek, which led the crusad-
ers to refer to their Orthodox Christian allies as “the Greeks,” while the
crusaders from Europe were “the Latins.” The original five churches
sharing leadership in the early Christian world were Rome, Constantin-
ople, Jerusalem, Antioch, and Alexandria. In 1054 the unity of this
original organization was broken when the bishop of Rome claimed
primacy over the other four. There were theological, liturgical, and or-
ganizational differences, as well as the language divergence, which
made it seem reasonable to the crusaders to replace existing Greek Or-
thodox prelates with Europeans in territory they conquered after 1096.
The decision to do so had long-term consequences not only for political
relations East/West, but also for church history in the Latin Kingdom
of Jerusalem, and more seriously, the Latin church in the crusader
kingdom of Cyprus after the Third Crusade.

-C-

CAFFARO. A nobleman who sailed with a Genoese fleet to the Levant
in 1100, Caffaro wrote a history of the First Crusade in addition to his
history of Genoa from 1099-1163. Some of his estimates of numbers
and other details have been challenged by historians, and in some cases
appear to be unreliable. His chronicles favor his commune, and offer a
valuable perspective on events in the East. They have not been trans-
lated into English, but are used by Stephen Epstein in his history of
Genoa.
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Caffaro records that the crusade was preached in 1097 in the church
of San Siro, and that nine noblemen, whose names he lists, took the
cross. Genoa’s population has been estimated at about 10,000 at the
time, making the crusade fleet of 12 galleys, each carrying a crew of
100, and a small ship which left the same year, a major venture. This
fleet arrived off Antioch in 1098 and its leaders attached themselves to
Bohemond of Taranto. Part of the fleet returned to Genoa in 1098 with
the bones of John the Baptist, while part remained to claim their own
quarter in newly conquered Antioch.

In 1099 another fleet under Guglielmo (or William, known as
“Hammerhead”) and Primo Embriaco arrived off Jaffa and took sup-
plies and their expertise to the siege of Jerusalem. They were followed
by a more substantial effort in August of 1100: 26 galleys and four
ships, with a total crew of 3,000 men. After renewing their commune’s
arrangements in Antioch, they attached themselves to King Baldwin I
of Jerusalem in the summer of 1101, and assisted him in the successful
sieges of Arsuf and Caesarea. The Genoese took plunder that included a
green glass bowl known to them as the Holy Basin, and returned home
in October. Smaller contingents assisted at the sieges of Tortosa in 1102
and Tripoli over the next few years. Acre was taken with their help in
1104. They were rewarded by concessions in several ports by the king,
and represented in these negotiations by their bishop.

Caffaro’s chronicles offer information not only on the crusades, but
also on the history of Genoa’s commune, including its law code and the
election of city consuls, the earliest form of its government.

CALIXTUS II, POPE. (r.1119-24). Guy, archbishop of Vienne, who
became pope as Calixtus II, was the second son of Count William of
Burgundy (d.1087). His older brother inherited the county, while the
younger, Raymond, married Urraca, daughter of King Alfonso VI of
Leén. Upon Raymond’s death Portugal, part of his wife’s inheritance,
passed to his cousin Henry, who had married Alfonso’s illegitimate
daughter Teresa. See Reconquista.

Calixtus followed Popes Urban II and Paschal II in confirming the
right of crusaders to protection of their property in Western Europe for
the duration of their journey. One of Calixtus’s letters, issued in 1122,
was used by canon lawyers to construct the privileges of the crusaders.

CANON LAW. Laws established by church courts or councils. A legal
status for crusaders developed in the course of the 12th and 13th centu-
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ries. Crusade vows, taken in the presence of a priest, created a legally
binding set of obligations for the crusader, which might include limits
on how long preparation could be made before departure, a specific des-
tination to be reached on the expedition, legal protections for his family,
and release from debt for a set period.

CARMELITES. The early history of the Order of Our Lady of Carmel is
obscured by a lack of contemporary documents and the attempts of later
medieval writers to construct the missing narrative. The order appears to
have consisted in the first place of hermits following the ancient tradi-
tion of Egyptian monasticism by devoting themselves to prayer and
contemplation without any formal rule or conventual buildings. St. Al-
bert, patriarch of Jerusalem 1205-14, either wrote or approved a rule
for the hermits that was based on the rule of St. Augustine, followed by
the canons of the Holy Sepulchre. Albert’s rule for the Carmelites was
of a notable severity, emphasizing fasting, silence, prayer, and labor. In
spite of the voluntary poverty of the order a monastery and church was
built on Mount Carmel by 1263. It was burnt when the crusader king-
dom fell in 1291.

As the hermits of Mount Carmel migrated to Europe in the 13th cen-
tury, it became necessary to adapt their rule to the harsher climate of the
west. There was also resistance after 1215 to the establishment of new
orders in the west for a variety of reasons. The order expanded slowly in
Western Europe in spite of these difficulties. Houses of nuns were es-
tablished after 1452. The Carmelites are chiefly famous for a reform
movement (the Discalced Carmelites) that arose in Spain under St.
Teresa of Avila (d.1582) and St. John of the Cross (d.1591). Both
wished to return to the severity of the original rule, and both wrote ex-
tensively of the practice of contemplation, based on their own experi-
ences.

CASTLES. There were several kinds of fortifications built in the Levant
and in Europe in the medieval era. These included simple structures (of-
ten single towers) intended for brief retreat for periods of defensive ac-
tion, town walls and gates built for general security, and castles built as
bases for both attack and defense over a long period. Castle construction
varied with purpose: size, extent of defenses, ability to hold livestock as
well as people, etc. All responded to location and purpose. Many struc-
tures were built to dominate access to roads or other key sites. Castles
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could be either privately owned but constructed and operated by royal
license, or part of a kingdom’s defenses and garrisoned by the monarch.

Crusader castles were significantly more sophisticated than Muslim
ones because of the difference in numbers of defenders. The conquering
minority depended on fortifications to dominate the vastly superior
numbers of native inhabitants, and they also depended on massive fi-
nancial support from Europe to build these solid masonry defenses from
scratch in the Middle East. Conversely, Muslim town defenses, such as
the famous walls of Damascus, were often far superior to those built by
Europeans in the East. Like the defenses at Aleppo, Cairo, and Jerusa-
lem, these fortification systems included citadels at the center of the
city. Like rural towers, citadels were centers for supplies (often enclos-
ing a cistern), defense (topped with battlements), and attack, as well as
being highly visible symbols of the power of the warrior who controlled
them. Most fortifications were built to take advantage of natural features
and especially of higher ground or water as a deterrent to attackers, and
of course, firm ground to support the foundation. Both Muslim and cru-
sader forts were also used as beacons or pigeon stations to convey alarm
signals.

Crusaders built more than 80 single towers in the 12th and 13th cen-
turies to dominate lines of communication, to store supplies, and for de-
fense. They built or fortified offshore promontories to dominate harbors,
for example at Sidon and Tripoli, and extensive walls to enclose Tyre,
completed by a chain that could prevent ships from entering or leaving
the harbor. Kerak, near the Dead Sea, was built in 1142 to allow Euro-
peans to plunder one of the routes Muslim pilgrims took to Mecca.
Carole Hillenbrand, in her description of these and other fortifications,
describes the 50 to 90-foot-wide gorge, 450 feet long and 60 to 130 feet
high constructed by crusaders at Saone, necessitating the removal of
170,000 tons of solid rock. The gorge was only part of the defense sys-
tem for this castle. Krak des Chevaliers, built in the 12th century, re-
portedly could house 6,000 people.

The most impressive Muslim castles were built by the Assassins in
Iran and Syria in the 12th century, but their strength was in their strate-
gic placement in mountainous areas rather than in the quality of the con-
struction. Unlike crusader strongholds, they were built for defense and
to house believers rather than as bases from which to dominate the sur-
rounding countryside.

Castle technology adapted not only to site and purpose, but to ad-
vances in military technology. Sappers with pickaxes made corners a
problem, which led to rounded walls and towers. Walls could be rein-
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forced by using columns from previous buildings, iron bars, or iron
clamps. The use of crossbows led to arrow-loops in cruciform versus
strictly vertical shape. Concealed pits could be built around the castle to
deter attackers from rolling siege towers up to the walls, but a broad
ditch, in use since the Roman period, did almost as good a job at making
attackers vulnerable to missile fire. The concentric castle concentrated
firepower at the gate: topped by a “house,” flanked by towers, and
backed by three walls built so that the inner wall was in each case a bit
higher than the outer. If the whole structure could be so placed that wa-
ter or height prohibited an attack from any direction but the gate, the
castle was very difficult to take, as the defenders could focus on the one
point of advance. The moat obviously offered an obstacle, and use of
the drawbridge by attackers made them subject to arrows and other mis-
siles aimed from the towers. Normally the construction of the gate itself
isolated the intruder in a small space where he could be attacked from
all sides. Postern gates were often built to allow the defenders to get out
in case of a siege, but they offered the attackers ingress as well, and so
had to be carefully guarded.

A castle was not a static feature of the landscape. In the Latin East it
was a weapon that had to be constantly updated, repaired, staffed, and
provisioned. A water supply was critical. At Margat, the largest of the
crusader castles, the Hospitallers were said to able to harvest 500 cart-
loads of crops from the surrounding land every year, and to supply the
castle so that it could hold out, in terms of food and water, for five
years. At Chastel Pélerin, 4,000 men were supposed to have been fed
daily during a siege in 1220.

CATHAR HERESY. The Cathars are a medieval religious sect, known
from the 12th century, which was identified by the Roman Catholic
church hierarchy as heretical. During the Albigensian Crusade (1208-
29), heretics in southern France in the vicinity of the city of Albi were
identified by the orthodox church as Cathars, or Dualists, in the first in-
stance because of their resistance to established ecclesiastical authority.
While theological ideas may have varied from group to group, alterna-
tive hierarchies of “good men” (and women) who lived an ascetic life
were known to have existed in Languedoc, northern Italy, Catalonia,
England, northern France, and the Rhineland. Dualism stresses the re-
jection of the material in favor of the spiritual, positing a perpetual war
between the forces of Lucifer and God. Whether there was a coherent
Cathar theology and effective hierarchy is still a matter of debate among
scholars. Records of Inquisition (from 1229) proceedings emphasize a



CATHAR HERESY e 59

clear theology and international organization, in order to justify vigilant
prosecution. The assumption was that Bogomil missionaries from Bul-
garia spread something similar to the ancient doctrine of the Mani-
cheans to Western Europe. Bosnia appears to have been the last refuge
for Cathars in the 14th century as their congregations died out in France
and Italy.

The significance of the heresy was a rejection of the efficacy of the
sacraments and therefore of the primary function of the orthodox priest-
hood. Heretics were charged with a number of crimes. The most serious
was their refusal to take oaths, which was viewed as a threat to social
order. Those who took the rites of the Cathar church were strict ascetics
(the perfecti, or “perfected”), while most of the members (the credentes,
or “believers”) of the sect put off their initiation (or “consolation”) until
they were near death.

St. Bernard of Clairvaux is the most famous among those who tried
to combat heresy in southern France by preaching missions. He was
well received at Albi in 1145, but rebuffed at a village near Toulouse,
where a crowd of knights clashed their armor to drown out his sermon.
Attempts to combat the heresy by preaching and disputation failed dur-
ing the 1170s, 1180s, and 1190s, in spite of several church councils and
an agreement (never activated) reached by the rulers of France and Eng-
land to use force.

Pope Innocent III was particularly active against the Cathars, re-
moving incompetent or suspect bishops and replacing them with people
like Fulk of Marseilles, a Cistercian monk who was made bishop of
Toulouse in 1206. Fulk, whose personal devotion to the ideal of apos-
tolic poverty placed him above reproach, was in turn the patron of St.
Dominic. Both tried to best the Cathars on their own ground, by offer-
ing a model of piety and asceticism that undercut criticism of the ortho-
dox church. Such efforts were in vain, especially in areas where the no-
bility refused to prosecute heretics: Albi, Béziers, Carcassonne, Foix,
and Toulouse.

Neither the crusade nor the Inquisition wiped out the Cathars, who
developed a community of 400-500 believers at the mountain fortress of
Montségur on the border of the county of Toulouse in 1232. It fell to or-
thodox besiegers in 1244, and over 200 believers were burnt. This may
have been the last stand of a group of the Cathars as a civic entity, but
the heresy went underground rather than disappearing altogether. The
apparatus designed to combat them survived as well, especially in the
missions of the Dominican and Franciscan friars.

See also Waldensians.
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CATHERINE OF SIENA, St. (1347-80). Catherine was an Italian mys-
tic whose letters are an important source for papal and religious history.
Catherine was an advocate for the reform of the church and in particular
for the removal of the papacy from its exile in Avignon. She was also
articulate in her support for crusading. Like Humbert of Romans, she
promoted the ideal of the movement as the reality faded, so her work
represents the fully developed theology of the crusade. For other letter
collections that shed light on the crusades, see Gervase of Prémontré;
Jacques de Vitry; Gregory VIIL.

CAVALRY. The stereotypical Western European army consisted of heav-
ily armored knights on powerful war horses, shattering their opponents
with an ill-organized but overwhelming charge. The opposing stereo-
type was a troop of lightly armed Muslims, Turkish or Mongol archers
on smaller, more nimble horses, charging straight at the enemy but then
wheeling in formation at the last moment to shoot well-aimed arrows in
retreat. While there is truth to both characterizations, it is also true that
by the 10th century both sides had access to armeor, infantry, siege
weapons, pikes, lances, axes, maces, and crossbows, and could deploy
all of this technology in more or less the same way.

Europeans generally left the bow to the infantry. Infantry massed
together to form a shield wall or advanced armed with pikes or axes,
backed by archers. Cavalry was used either to charge or to surround and
harass the enemy. Both sides needed several horses to each warrior, and
if heavy armor was to be used, the horses needed to be of two kinds, one
for riding and the other, much heavier and slower, for the battle charge.
The provision and care of horses was arguably the greatest concern for
armies on both sides, and for both, horses were the first target for over-
whelming the mounted enemy.

Weapons were valuable and plunder was a primary concern, as indi-
viduals were responsible to equip themselves. The mounted warrior
himself was a valuable commodity, the product of a society geared to
educate and support him, and he could sometimes be held at ransom
more profitably than simply killed on the battlefield. Charismatic lead-
ership was crucial to morale on both sides, and the fall of the military
leader often led to the defeat of the army. Europeans and Turks were
equally hesitant about risking a pitched battle; strategic engagements
and cunning in general were prized by both.

Both sides used baggage trains if possible but were prepared to live
off the land if necessary. Both Muslim and Christian armies were ac-
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companied by noncombatants such as women and clergy. Both were
skilled at siege warfare. Even more important, both were composed of
troops with regional, linguistic, cultural, and sometimes religious differ-
ences. To the Middle Eastern eye, one “Latin” or “Frank” might be
difficult to distinguish from any other. However, often the most impor-
tant factor in any campaign was tension between factions within the
army, or regional rivalries, such as the proverbial one between the
French and German contingents. In the same way, an army that was
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