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Collins COBIIILD En$ish Guidesprovideextensiveinformation on specificareas oftoday's

&rglish, using the evidence from Ihe Bank of English to select whatis really important.

Ihis book is suitable for upper-intermediate and advanced students and teachers of

Engish. It will promote a thorouglh understanding of English prepositions and how they

are common-ly used today.

Pa.rt One consists ofan alphabetical plesentation ofover 100 prepositions, giving detailed

explanations oftheir different uses. PartT\ro is an extensive list ofwotds commonlyused

in combination with prepositions,

Alphabetical coverage of over lil) prepositions

Orrcr 4{XD words which commonly oecw with prepositions

Over E,fiX) real examples show actualuse
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mHE BA\K oF ENGr-rsu is a unique computer detabase
I which monitors and rceords the way in which the

English language is actually used in the modem world.
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Foreword
The Conun o GutoBs each deal with a key area of English. In
addition to our general dictionarieo and Grammar we have been
planning for some time to add gmaller but more detailed handbooke
dealing with important aspects of grammar and usage.

Eadr book is specially designed for a specific job. Most have a
referencebook style, and some include practice material as well.
firey are all based on real examples drawn from the 20 million
words of the Birmingham Collection of English Tbxt and a further
g milliea words from the Tlmes newspapers which now form a part
of The Bnnlr of English.

The advantages of a Guide which deals with one particular part of
English are that there ie room for more information than in a big
general dictionary, and that thie information ie easier to find.

This book provides inforrnation about the combination ofwords and
prepositions in Englieh, something you need to know for almost
every sentence you write or epeak. In many casee there is one
particular preposition that regrlarly occurs in relation to a
meaning of a word, and it is not always easy to work out which
preposition is the appropriate one.

Using this Guide ehould make this area of Englieh clearer to you.
Each preposition has a charactcristic range ofmeaning, and many
uses ofprepositione are quite regular. Their nonnal patterns are
found in Part One ofthe book. lhere are 124 prepoeitions and 566
different uses.

However, in addition to this, there are a large number of worde in
English that typically occur with particular prepoeitions, and theee
preeent problems for most learners. Part 1\ro of t}e bok lists these
words, with examples. There are over 2,(XX) entriee.

I hope that we have selected ueeful information and made it a.asy

for you to find what you w8nt, to understand it, and to use it witl
confidence. Please write to me with any commeute or suggeetions
about how to impmve Coauu.o publications.

John Sinclair
Editor in Chief
Professor of Modern Englieh languaSp
Univeraity of Birmingharn
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!ntroduction
There are over 100 prepositions in English. This ig a very emall
number compared with the vast number of nouna, adectives, and
verbe which English has. Moet sentcnces that people produce
contain at least one preposition; indeed, three out ofthe ten moot
frequent words of English are prepositions: of, to, and in. This
means that the number of times you need to uee a particular
preposition is much higher than for an ordinary word such as a
noun, adjective, or verb.

Prepositions are used as the first word in a pnepoaitional group,
which provides information about place or time, or r l a motre
abstract way, about relationshipe between people or things.
Prepositions have a function in language rather than a clear
meaning of their own. In some cases, the meaning of a eentence can
still be understood even ifthe prepositions are taken out:

Many ... them ore used to provide information .. ploae or timc, or, ...
a mare abstract way, ... relntianships ... peoplc or things.

In other cases, the preposition provides essential information:

He put it bach ... the dcsk.

In this example, the missing preposition could be on, behind, nat
to, undcr, or any ofseveral other prepositions, and the choice here is
important for the meaning of the eentence.

In order to produce acceptable and natural English, you need to be
able to select the right preposition.

Sometimes the preposition is associated with a verb. For example:

. . . if you can't dictinguieh btwcen gad ond, hd, .

Sometimes it is aesociated with an adective, for example:

I know hc's clcveratpolitical dcbate.

And in other cases it is associatcd with a noun, for example:

My real friendship with him began in Rome.

Like transitive verbs, prepositions take an object, called a
prepoeitional object. The object is normally a noun group. The
noun group can be simply one word, for example:

She laked at mc.

or it can be a complex noun group:
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You malt be surprised at the range of *rrriccs lJ caa prcvide.

The object can also be a clause built round the'-ing'form of a verb.
ln these cases, the'-ing'clause acts like a noun group:

They haue become etpert ot drawing up mape.

See also the entry for os, which can have an adjective after it.

When the object is a personal pronoun, the object fota of the
pronoun must be used. The object forms ofpersonal Prcnouns ane:

me, you, her,ltim, it, rzs, and them.For example, you would say:

We spent ages uaiting for them.

In this sentence, we is a subject pronoun and llrcnr is the object
pronoun which follows the preposition for.

One of the most common errors that people learning English make
is to use the wrong preposition. This book is intended to help you
choose the right preposition at the right time.
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How to use the book
This book is divided into two parts, so there are two possible ways
of finding out more information about prepositions.

Part One explains the prepositione themselves, and Part tho is an
alphabetical list ofnouns, verba, and adjectivee which are typically
followed by a preposition.

Part One: The Prepositiona
The first part contains an alphabetical listing of 124 prepoeitions.
Their meanings and uees are described in aeparate paragraphs, and
an indication is given ofwhere they typically occur in gentences.
Examples illustrate the various meanings and grammatical
structures that the prepositions occur in. Theee examplee are all
drawn from the 20 million words of the Birmingham Collection of
English Text and from a corpus of 5 million words of theTimcs
newspaPers.

F i nding the P repos itio n

The prepositions are listed alphabetically. Where a preposition
consists oftwo words, the alphabetical order ie that ofthe letters,
and the space between the words is ignored, so that the order of
prepositions starting from ogainst is:
against
ahead of
along
alongeide
alongwith
amid

Where a preposition has two possible forms, this is shown in a note
after the headword line, often with a comment that tells you
whether the alternative form is more formal or literary:
amonS
The form omonglrt is also uaed, but ie a more literary word.

The Explarwtions
The explanations ofthe prepositions are written in full eentences.
They give you information about whether the preposition is
associated with a verb, noun, or adective, and aleo about the sort of
prepositional object that is likely to occur:
Ifsomething happens before a time or event, it happens earlier
than that timc or event.
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When there is more than one sense, there will be more than one
explanation, and the explanations are numhred.

The Grarnrnar Notes

Each sense gives you information about where in a s€ntence the
preposition typically occurs.

I The preposition is often part of an adunct, which means that it
tends to come after a verb.The grammar note will say:

In an adjunct:

Ifthe verb is intransitive, then the preposition is likely to be the
next word:

It belongs to me.

Ifthe verb is transitive, the preposition is likely to come after the
object ofthe verb:

He didn't compare himself with othcr men.

Sometimes, the structure ofa sentence involves putting the
prepositional object in front ofa verb, for example ifyou want to
emphasize the object, or when you are using a verb in the passive.
When this happens, the preposition can come after the verb:

They were quite diffirult to d.eal with.
Babics like to be talked to.

When you use a relative clause, there are two possible positions for
the preposition. It can come at the end ofthe clause:

These were the ones I waited for.

Note that some speakers of English believe that it is
ungrammatical to have a preposition at the end ofa sentence,
but it happens very frequently, especially in informal and spoken
English.

Alternatively, the preposition can come in front of the relative
pronoun:

These were tlw ones for which I woitzd.

Putting the preposition in front ofa relative pronoun ie very
formal.

2 Prepositions also come after the link verb 6e or other link verbs
such as seem or oppedr. Ifthe link verb is typically only be, for
example in the sentence:

lx



He's from the BBC.

the grammar note will say:

After'be':

Ifthe preposition can typically go with other link verbs as well, for
example:

He loohed lihe a shcepdog.

the grammar note will say:

Aftcr a link verb:

3 Prepositions can alEo be used after a noun to introduce
information about the noun rather than about the action described
by the verb. For example in the sent€nce

He hod. receiued. an inuitatian to Julb's wedd,ing.

the prepositional phrase tells you more about the invitation than
about the fact that he received it. In these cases, the grammar note
will say:

Aftcr a noun:

4 Finally, some pnepositions give you information about adjectives.
For example, in the sentence

I was heenonpolitics.

the prepositional phrase gives more precise information about the
adjective and what it relates to. In these cases, the grammar note
will say:

After an a{lective:

Very occasionally, the grammar notc will be slightly longer in
order to provide a more detailed piece of information. For example,
the grammar nota at ucept aaya:

After an indefinite pronoun or a noun:

The Exornples
Each sense is illustrated by several examples drawn from the
Birmingham Collection of English Text, showing you how writers
and speakers ofmodern English use prepositions. The examples are
in italb and follow immediately aft,er the grammar note.

The Lists
Where it ie appropriate, a number of related words are grouped
together and presentd in a list. These liets contain words which
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typically occur with the preposition. The liets do not contain all tfie
words that are possible, but they do include thoee that are frequent,
and they are intended to give you an idea ofthe range ofwords that
can go with the preposition in that sense.

Part Two: The Combinations
The second part ofthis book consistE ofan alphabetical liet ofwordg
which are not prepositions. These are nouns, verbs, and adectivea
which typically occur with just one or two prepositions, and you can
use this part as a quick reference liet to check which prepoeition
you need. This section contains over 2,0(X) entries and more than
4,000 combinations of word and prepoeition.

There are, of course, a lot of 'free'combinations of words and
prepositions. In these cases, the choice ofpreposition depends on
the meaning that you want to express, and it is the preposition that
contributes to the meaning. For example, in the sentence:

She works in London.

the preposition in has been select€d because it gives precise
information about the place; but other prepositions could have been
chosen, for example neor or outside. So here the choice of
preposition is quite wide and combinations such as theae are not
included in thie section.

However, in the sentence:

He always works in oil paints.

the choice ofpreposition is restricted and not necessarily
predictable, and so this combination is included.

The Entries
The entries consist ofthe headword; a short phrase which shows
you which preposition is typically ueed; and a typical prepoeitional
object. The wording ofthis phrase tells you what part ofspeech the
word is. If the word is a verb, the phrase begins with the infinitiys
with lo:

to hope for something.

Ifthe word is a count noun, a determiner is generally used:

an interest in something.

If the word is an uncount noun, there is usually no determiner:
freedom from something unpleasant or unwantcd.

xt



If the word is an adective, the phrase starts with the word be:

be enthusiastic about something.

If more than one preposition is possible, this is shown in the
introductory phrase:

to benefftfiom something or by something.
be adaraant about eomething or on something; be adamant in
opposing or refusing something.

Where an alternative combination is given in full, the two
structures are separatd by a semi-colon (;) as in the example abve
for odamant.

The phrase is then followed by one or more examples. If more than
one preposition is possible, then an example is given for each
preposition.

Often, a word which has more than one sense uses the same
preposition in all or many of its senses. Where this happens, we do
not list all the seneee ofthe word separately, unless there is likely
to be confusion with other senses.

Some words can be pronounced in two different ways, depending
on their meaning. When this happens, an indication of the
pronunciation is given, following the conventions ofthe
International Phonetic Alphabet. A key to this alphabet is given
at the end ofthis section.

In those cases where the meaning of the combination is unlikely to
be clear or might be confused with another combination, a short
explanation of the meaning is given alter a colon (:).

Notc: the most frequent preposition in English is the word of. (It
(rccurs over half a million times in the 20 million words of the
Birmingham Collection of English Text.) The main uses of ofare
given in Part One. Many of these uses are so common and
predictable that they are not included in Part TVo.

For example, look at the following gentence:

His orriual tronsformed thc compony.

Here, the company is the object of the transitive verb transform.

Now look at this sentence:

We were amazed ot the sudd.en transformation of the company.

Here, the noun transfonnafion is derived from the verb tronsform
andthe conryny is now in a prepositional phrase headed by ofand
coming after the noun.
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Now look at this sentence, which contains an intransitive verb:

T he de leg at ion arriue d.

Here,the delegalion is the subject ofthe verb. But when you replace
arriued.with the noun arriual,you can say:

... the arriual of the dclegotion.

The basic meaning has not changed but rhe d.ehgation now comes in
a prepositional phrase headed by ofalter the noun.

This is a standard and very frequent use ofthe prepoeition of, and it
is therefore not recorded in the second part ofthis book. Only those
combinations with o/that are unpredictable are given here.

Phrases

Prepositions often occur before or alter words in phrases. These are
listed under the appropriate word in the list, so you will find the
phrase in accordance withinthe entry for accordnrue.If there is
more than one phrase, a short definition is provided after a colon (:)
so that you can see the difference in meaning:

by accident not deliberately.
in an accident in a violent crash or collision.
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(l:

ie
ar
ati
a(r
a(, i
ft
fi
I

i:
ti
t)
it,
f,:

JI
II
u:
tri

i

Pronunciation
Here is a list of the International Phonetic Alphabet symbols for
English:
vowel sounde

heart, start, calm.
act, mass, lap.
dive, cry, mind.
fire, tyre, buyer.
out, down, loud.
flour, tower, sour.
say, main, weight.
fair. care. wear.
fit, win, list.
feed, me, beat.
near, beard, clear.
lot, lost, spot.
note, phone, coat.
more, cord, claw.
boy, coin,joint.
could, stood, hood.
you, use, choose.
sure, poor, cure.
turn, third, word.
but, fund, must.
the weak vowel in
butter, about, forgotten.

Stressed syllables are indicated by an underline under the vowel
symbol for the stressed syllable.

consonant sounds
bbed t
d done v
ffitw
g good x
hhat z
j yellow I
k king 3
llipD
rn mat tf
n nine 0
ppav 0
r run d3
s smn

talk
van
win
loch
zoo
ship
measure
sing
cheap
thin
then
jov
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by The Brilish and Foreitn Bible Sciely with
William Collins Sons & Co Lld 1979 American Bible
Seielyi Old T6lamenl 1976, Deulermanonical

'@rs by
Martel

xv



$ L Webb poblished by William Collins & Som Ltd
lgs Guardian Ne*spsp€6 Ltd Im. Beor Iddnd
bt Alislarr MacLean fiEl published by William
Collins Sons & Co Lld l9?l Alislqir MacLean 1971.
Drcqtroth'
Stolc by

Sreinb<I lSl. Buz by Gore Vk al ,iEr FrblElEd in
GMt Brihin by William Heinemno Lrd l97a
Gore Vidal lg?+ D@to. on the lob by Richard
Gordon fiEt publishd by William Hdnemnn Ltd
1976 ' Richsrd Gordon Ltd 1916. Andre Deut$h Ltd
for: How to be on Alien by G6rye MlI6 fi6t
published by Andre Deul$h Lrd l9a6 , GorS€ Mik6
and Nicholas Bentley 1016. ,ows by Peter Benchley
fiEr published in Grea( Brilaln by Andre Deut$h Ltd
l9?{ Peter Benchley ,9[1. A tund in the Riperby V
S Naipaul liEt published by Aodre Deutrh Lrd 1979
' V S Naipoul 1979. Couples by John UDdike liBt
published by Andre Dqtsh Lrd l96E' Johtr updike
lSE. Cames P@ple Plqy by Eric Beme Fblhhed in
Great Britain by Andre Deut$h Ltd 1966 Eric
Beme 1984. fhe AEe ol Uncertoitrty by John Kenneth
Galbmith liBt published by The Brilish BrGdcastint
Corporation and Andre Deutsh Ltd ltrt? John
Kenneth GalbEilh lyr7. The EcmomM NewsDepcr
Ltd lor The E@nomist ($15 May ISI and 22.2t
Augu$ lgEl) publishcd by Tte Economist
Nespaper Ltd 1981. Faber & Faber Ltd ,or lrrd o,
the Flies by William GoldinS liEt published by Faber
& Fabor Ltd 195{ ' William GoldinS lgtl. Ihe
Coflplete B@k o, Selr-Surficiency by John Seymour
fiFt published in Gr@r Britain by Faber & Faber Lrd
19?6 Ten, John Seymar 1y,6, 1917 Dorling
KindeEley L(d 19?6. 197. Conw.stio6 witt Itor
Strovinsly by l8or StmviNky and Robert CEft liEt
Dlblished by Faber & Fsber Lrd l9t9 ' Igor
Slmvinsky 1958,1950. John F.rquhamn Ltd lor: fhe
M@i's A Bqu@tr by Davld Niven published in cr@t
Britain by Hamish Hamilton Ltd l97l ' Dsvid Niven
l9?1. John Cele lor:'Going it Alone'by John
Gaele in lhe l[ustruaed Irndon Nrys July l$l
and 'Tlrc Other Car! Fault' by John Gasle in tbe
ilIusldoted landon Nes6 Augut 1081. Gltdr@
Publications Ltd for: The lr,on with the 6o]lden Gul
by lan Flemin8 liEt publlshed by Jonathan Cape Ltd
' Glidr@ PrcductioDs Ltd 1965- Vicror Gollancz Lrd
lm.The Nert Horin by Cbris Bonoitr8tm Fblisted
by Victor Gollancz Ltd 19?6 ' C[ris Boonington lyr3.
Suamethiu: A Ra.licAl Np@h to ilu@tiotby A
S Neill nBt publisbed by vlctor collancz Ltd 1962 ' A
S Neill 1926, 1902. 1937, 1953, 106l (US p€mhslon by
Hart Publishitrg lnc). Lucty Jim by KinCey Amis
li6t published by Victor Golaoe Ltd l*tl
Kingsley Amls t9li3- The Midrly Micrc (fhe lntE,ct
ol the Computer Rerdution, by Ctrislopher EEns
liEt published by Victor Gouancz Lrd Itr9 ,

Christopher Evans lElg. The langest Doy by
Comelius Ryan Frblished by Viclor collstrcz Ltd 1960
' Cornelius Ryao l$50. A&inE lq Trcul,le
(Autobio$tophy of o 8p,nlad Joumdid) by Dooald
Woods puDlhhed by Vlctor collana Ltd lS0
Donald Wood! 1980. The Turitr Shroud by lan Wiboo
liBt publlshed in Grear BilEin by Vicror Gollancz
Ltd 1978 ' Ian Vilen lnl. Mutdo snd Other Saorbs
by lain Crichton Smith publlshql by Vlctor Gollaocz
Ltd l98l Isin Criciton Smith t081. The Chs
Strugde in Porlia,@t by Eric S Hef,er pobltsh€d by
Victo. Golhncz Ltd 1973 Eric S Heltcr lyl3. A
I+eflnptiq ol lnn@w (nv Arruzi^t C@ ol
Pottich M@lan) by Ludovlc Kennedy Ftblished by
Victor Gollancz Lrd 1916 ' Ludovic Kennedy 1976.
Thc Trwure o, Soirte Foy by MacDomld Hsris
publisbed by Victor Golloncz Ltd lS0 MacDooald

DaviGon lid !trblisb€d by Victor Gouamz Lrd lm
' Lionel Dsvidsoo 1966, E u@tim Arter Sch@l by
Tyrrell Bur!6 nd FrblBhed by Victor collarcz
Ltd 1977 Tyrrell Bur86 197, The View From
Ser€ndip by Aflhur C Clorkc pbltshql by Vicror
Gollancz Ltd lg?t ' Arthur C Clarke 1e67, 1068, Igm.
ly,2' lt?|, 10?6, 197. o'r Wints o, So.rt by TholE
M Dish publlsicd by Vlcror GollaEz Lld lgr9
Thom lrl Dish 1979. Tl|e Wqld, of Vid€@ by
Colin Wil$n published by Victor Gollancz Lld lgdl
Colin Wllen 1963. lte Litttrin8 Tre by J@n Ailen
publishcd by vicror Collancz Lrd l9t0 J@n Aiken

and the
Fontana
MobilitlPaperbacks lgtl FEnk rgtl,

b:/ Anlhony H@lh fi6t publishd by Fontam
Paperbacks lgtl Anthony Heath lgEl. yours
loithrillll by Gerald Pri6tland llEl published by
Founl Paperbacks 1979 Brittsh Br@dcasting
Corporation lgn. 1978. Powr Withott
Re.sponsibilit): Ihe Press ond Br@dcosting in
llritdin by Jam6 Cumn and Jean S@ton li6t
published by FonGna Paperbacks l98l ' Jam6
Curran and Jean S€aton 1981. Ihe Times C@kery
,l@k by Kalie Slew8fl li6t published by William
Collrns Sons & Co Ltd 1972 ' Times Nespap€rs Ltd.
lriends trom the Forest by Joy Adamen by Collins
and Haruill Pl6 lgtl Ele Limited 1981. fhe
Medio Mob by BEtry Fantonl and G@rte Melly liEl
published by William Collins Sons & Co Lrd lgto '

Text. G@rge Melly 1980 ' IllustEtions, Barry
Fanloni 19t0. Sholom (d collqlion of Awtrolion and
Jau isi Stori€s) compiled by Nancy Ksing liret
published by William Collins Publishe6 Pty Ltd lg?t

william Collins Sons &Co Ltd lylt. The Bedside
Gilordian 3l edired by W L Webb fiE( published by
william Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1982 ' Guardian
NewspalEE Ltd 1982. Th€ Bedside Guailian 32
ediled by W L webb aimt published by william
Collins Sons & Co Ltd l9&l Guardian NespapeE
Lrd l9&|. Design Jor the R@l World by Victor
Papanek fi6t published in Gr@t Brihin by Tham6
& Huden Ltd 1972 Victor Papanek l97l. Food For
l-r@ by Richard Mabey liEt published by William
Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1972 ' Richard Mabey 1972.
Unended Qrest by Karl Popper (fi6t published as
Aurobiogmphy ol Karl Popper in The Philmphy ol
Karl Popp€r rn The Libmry of Phil@pbe6 edited
by Paul Anhur Schlipp by tbe Op€n C@n PublishitrS
Co 1974) published by Fontana Pap€ftacks 19?6 '
The LibEry ol Living Phil@pheG Inc l9?1 ' Ksrl R
Popp€r 1976. Mt'Mother My S€1, by Nancy Friday
firsl published in Great Brihin by Fontana
Pap€rbacks 1979 Nancy Friday 1977. Ihe Copaqin s
Dior) by Bob Willis li6r published by Willow
B@ks/WiUiam Collins Sons & Co Ltd l98r Bob
Willis and Alan Le l9E4 ' New Z@land Scorsards,
Bill Frindall l*4. The 80dwoth 8@h by Esmc
New(on-Dunn fi6t published in Great Britain by
Wiuow B@ks/William Collins Sons & Co Ltd l9E2 ,

TVS Ltd/Esme Newlon-Dunn 1982. Collins'
Enctylopoedio o, FishiEe ir The British IsLes edired
by Michaei Prichard liEl published by u/illism
Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1976 ' William Collins Sons &
Co Ltd 1976. The AAA Runner's Guide edited by
Hearher Thoms liNl published by lvilliam Collins
Sons & Co Ltd l9&l ' Sackville DesiSn Group Ltd
l9&). Her@s ond Contem@rorbs by David Cower
wilh Derek HodSu tiEl ,trblisbcd by William
Collins Sons & Co Ltd l&il David Go*er

Adam Hall fiEl published by William Collins Sons &
Co L(d lg$5 Jonquil Trevor 1965. Arlott on
His Writints on the Gome edited by Dsvid
Allen fiEt Eblished by William Collins
B@ks) lgta John Arlo[ lot{. A Womqn in

Crictetr
Rayvcrn
(Willoe

C6tody
by Audrey Pekham li6l published by Fonlsn8
Paperbacks lS5 Audrcy P6kham lgtlt. Plqy Col,
Vith I'etq Arliss by Peler Allis published by the
BritisL Broadcastint Corporation 197? ' Peter Alli$
and Renton taidlae 1977. Cunis Bro*n Ltd lor: The
l'.,orl by John Sleinbsk riEl publish€d by Wllliam

John Sleiob€ck lgat. An
Unrinisled Hist@)' o, tie World by Huti Thore
frrst published in Gr@l Britain by Hamish Hamillon
Lld l9?9 Huth Thom6 1979, lgdl.'l'he Wintet of
oilt lrisconlent by John Sleinb€ck tiNl publishcd in
Greal Britain by William Heinemann Lld 196l John
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F.nlc,pris 1960. Rxssios I'.rili(ul ll(r$pilols bV
Sidnev Bl6h and Perer Reddasay published by
viclor Gollancz Lrd t977 Sidney Bldh and Per€r
Reddaroy 1977. trnhd\ lrws by Joycc Carol Oar6
,iFl Frblished in Gral Brilain by viclor Gollancz
Lrd 1960 Joyce Carol Oar6 1979. Con.etrtir8 Adults
(or thc ,hchess B'ill bc ftrioxs, by Petcr D. Vri6
publish.d by Vicror Gollancz Lld l98l Peler Dc
Vri6 19t0. fhe l,oirior o, Ncs Ew by An8cla
Carrer publBhcd by Viclor Collancz Lld 197
AnSela Carler lg?7. Gower Publishint Co Ltd for.
.Solor Prospecls (lhe Potqliol rot Renewoble
Ener8l) by Micha€l Fl@d tiBt published in Great
Brilarn by Wildw@d Hour Lld in asiarion wirh
Frieods of lhe Eaflh Lld l9t3 Michael Flood.
voiceless yictins by Reb€cca Hall liBr published in
Greal Brilain by Wildwood Hou* Ltd lgt,l
Rebecca Hall 198i. GEham Grene and llurenc€
Pouinter Ltd lor: The Hilfron Foclor by Graham
Grene liBr pblish€d by The Bodley Hesd Ltd l9?8

Graham Grene lg?t. Syndi€tion Mam8cr, Th€
Cuardian, lor The Cuordirn (12 May lgtl. 7
September 196l and 15 Septcmb€r lgtl) publbhed
by Guardian N.Bpsp€E Ltd l$1. Hamlyn lor: How
lo Plo) Rugb) by David Norrie published by Th€
Hamlyn Publishin8 Group Ltd l$l The Hamlyn
Pubfilhint Group Lld l$l. How to Ploy 8odminton
by Par Dovis liEt published by The Hamlyn
Publishin8 Grap Ltd 1979 ' The Hamlyn PublBhin8
Group Ltd 1979. Mar8aret Hanbury lor: Crisis qnd
Consrvotion: Conflic, ir the Briaish Couu tryside by
Charlie Pyesmith and Chris R@ fiEt publishrd by
Pelican/Pen8uin B@ks Ltd 198{ ' Charli€ Pyesmith
and Chris R@ 19t4. Paul Harrisn lor: Iasid" rhe

Gr@t Brihin by The Harv6ter Pr6 Ltd l9t0
Paul Harrisn 1979. A M H@lh & Co Lld lor:
Rembrqndt's Hqt by B.mard Malamud publi3hed by
Chalto & Windus Ltd l9&l ' Bemard Malamud 196t.
l9?2, 1973. William lleinemnn Lrd lor Il's on Old
Countrl by J B Pri6lley liBI published in Grdl
Brilain JB
Pri6tley
and Cower PublirhinS Co Lld br The Environmentsl
Crisis (A Hatrdb@t lor oll Friends of the Eatth)
edited by Des Wilen fiEl published by Heincmnn
Educational B@ks Lld l$,l ' Foreword, David
B€llamy 1981 ' lndividual ChapteE, the Author ot the
Chapter 1961 ' In th€ elEtion and all other m[cE
Des Wil$n 1981. The Controller, Her lrai6ty!
Starionery Orfice, lor: DeFrtment ol Halrh and
SociEI Security leallets published by Her Maj6ly!
Stalionery Ollice lgtl The Crown. David HiSham
Assiat6 Ltd tor: 'Two Peruvian Proj4ts' by E R
Chamb€rlain in the lllustroted Irndon News
S€plemb.r 1981. Ahenrield: Portroit ol on Entlish
yillote by Romld Blyth€ liEt published by All€n
l.ane, Penguin Beks Ltd 1969 Ronald Blythe 1969.
The For PovillioE by M M lGy€ fiBt plblished by
Allen lane/Penguin B@ks Ltd lg?t M M IGye
197t. Slolitrt o,r by Paul Scott fiBt published by
William Heinemnn Lld 197 Paul Scolt 1977. l2a
Sleepitrt vets Lre by Jam6 Herriol liEr Frblish€d by
Michael J@ph Lld lm3 Jam6 Hcmiot 1973. Ihe
Midwich Cuct@s by John Wyndham fid published
in Gr@t Britain by Michacl J@ph Ltd l9t7 The
Estale ol John Wyndham 1957. Ihe Girl in o Swint
by Richard Adaro fiEt publisbed in Gral Britain by
Allen t ne in Pentuin B@ls Ltd l9t0 Richard
Adams 19t0. Dr X B Hindley for: 'Hol Slpts ot lhe
Deep' by Dr X B Hindley in the lllustroted London
News Jul) lgtl. Hodder and Slou8hlon Lld lor:
Su,Ernoture by Lyall Waten liEt published by
Hodd€r & Slouthton Lld 1g,3 ' Lyall llrals 1973.
'linher 'loilor Soldier Spy by John Le Carre liEt
published by Hoddcr & St@giro Ltd ly,l Le Carre
Production! 197a. The Edilor, Hom6 and Gardcn!,
lot: Homq ond Cardeni (ftlotcr 196l) (Numbcr 4

volum Gl) publkhcd by IFC Matuir6 Ltd l$l.
tluth6 Masie Lld lot: Elephonts Con RememlEt by

Agrtha Chrislie lirt Flbtish€d by William Collins
Sons & Co Lld 1972 Agatha Chri$r Maltosan.
Hutchinsn Publishint Grdp Lrd lor:  n
Autobtttgropht by Antcla Dav6 Frblishcd in Great
Brit.in by tlulchinen I Co Publkhc6 Lrd by
arEntcment silh Banlam B@kr ltrc l9?l An8cla
Davis 1971. lhe lht- ol the Jochal by Frcdcri.k
FoByth poblish.d in Grer Briliqn by Hutchinsn &
Co Publkhen Ltd lrl Fr€dcrick FoBylh l9?1.
R@ls by Alcx Haley liEt FlblBhal in Gr@l Brirain
by Hutchinen & Co PublishcE Ltd t977 Alcx Hal€y
1976. The Climale of Tr@tr by Andrew Boylc iiBl
published by Hulchinsn & Co ftblisheB Lrd I9?0
Andr€w Boyle 1919. The Coilspsint Univer*: The
Story o, Bloct Holes by Isc Alimov fiNt published
by Hutchinen & Co PublkheB Ltd lg?7 lsc
Asimov. XPD by Len DeiSitm Flblishcd by B@k
Club Asiat6 by amnS€|ml silh Hurchinen &
Co PublilheE Ld l$l Len Deidrton lgtl. Sho$
Jumping with Horuy Smilh by HaBGy Smilh liEl
publilhed by Slanley Paul & Co Ltd 1gl9 ' TynlTc
Tclevision Ltd, A Member ot thc Tridenl Grop lgr9.
2001: A SEce Odyry- b' Arthur C Chrke liBt
published by Hurchins & Co PublBheE Ltd lm
Aflhur C Clarke and Polaris PrcductioN lnc 1968
Epilo$e malcrial, Sereodip BV l$2, 1903. Th€
IllustEted London NeE and Sketch Ltd lor: fhe
lll6t.oted land@ News (July 1961, Autust lgtl and
Seplember l$l) published by the lllultEted
London Nes and skctch Lrd l98l. The Ediror,
lnternational Herald Tribune, lor l^ternotionol
Herold T.ibune (2526 July lgtl) publilhcd by
International Herald Tribunc witb The N€v York
Tim6 and The WashinSton P6t lgtl. Michael
J@ph Ltd lor: Chronicles ol Fqirocre: Villate
Sch@l by Mi$ Read liEt Frblishcd in Grcar Britain
by Michael J@Dh Ltd I96a ' Mi$ Rad 1055, 106{.
Fire For by CEig Thom! liEt publilhcd in GrBt
Britain by MiclE€l J@ph Ltd 197 ' CEiS Thoms
1977. William Kimber & Co Ltd ,or: Erodus by L@n
Uris origmlly published in G@t B.iEin by Alan
\yinSare Ltd 1950 ' 116 Uris 1946, Kotrn Pate Ltd
lor: How lo *w the Wodd (Strutegy lot Wodd
Co@Notio ) by Robeil Allen liEt publBhed by
Kotsn Pate Ltd l9t0 IUCN.UNEP.WWF lS0.
itarketinS Elepartmenl, Lloy& Bank PLC, lor: Lloyds
Bonh Larl€ts ( l$l ) ' Fblish€d by Lloyd! BanI PLC
l$l. Macmillan Publishen Ltd lot: ApprcViote
Techiology: Technoloqy with o Hrrun Fqce by P D
Dunn liFt publishcd by the Macmillan Prs Ltd 1978
' P D Dunn 197t. John MurEy PublisheB Ltd lor: A
tuchword Ploce by Ruth PEwer Jhabvala liEl
published by John Muray PublisheB Lrd 1965 R
Prawer Jhsbvala 1965. F@d For All The Fqnil) by
Magnus Pyke tiEt publBhed by John Murray
Publishers Ltd l9t0 ' Matnus Pyke 1980. Sinpl?
Movement by tium Mitchell and Barban Dale liBt
published by John Mumy PublilhcE Lrd 1980
LauE Mitchell and BarbaE Dale lmo. Civilistioni
A Perenql View by Ketrretb Oark liEt publilhed by
the Brililh Bmdcdint CorpoEtion and John
Murray PublisheE Ltd 1969 ' Xenneth Oark 1959.
The Editor, Natio@l G6tEphic, loi. Nqliotrol
Cfrtrophtc January. February and March (190)
Frblkhed by The Natioml G€otEphic Seiety 1979.
lS0. The Natioal Mateine Co Ltd lor
Cosmopolitotr (May ISI and July l98l) publish€d
by the Natiotrsl Matuinc Co Ltd l$l. Neibon
Lcisure Grop Lld lor: NAT frolidols 'Carowru qnd
Tenls in th€ Sun (Summer l9{B) holiday brGhure.
Newswek Inc lor Nssrel (ll May lgtl, 2? July
lgtl and Autust 196l) ' publilhcd by New!*Ek lnc
lgtl. The Alsiate Editor, Now!. ior: Noul (l+20
Novemb€r lS0) Frblished by Cavcnham
Communication! Ltd I9t0. Harold Otcr Asiat6
lrc lor: The 8Dys rtum Siozil by lE Levin llEl
publilbcd by Michscl J@pn Lld 1y,6 ln Lcvin
lg16. EdE OTrien and A M H@lh & Co Lrd lor:

^l8ril 
is o Wiclgd M@lh by Edm O'Bilcn ,iEl

publishcd by Jomlhan Cape Lld lgrGt Edm OB.ien
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l9ti5. Pan 8@ki Lrd lor: t)i\pqtchcs by Michael Her
fiN p{rblish€d in Gr@l Brilain by Pan B@ks Ltd
l97rr Michael Her. 196t, 1969. 19?0. lgn. H@lth
otrd .Sorct\ ot Worh by Dave Eva and Ron Oswald
firsr published by Pan B@ks Ltd lgtl D8ve Eva,
Ron Oswald and lhe WorkeE Educatioml
Assialion 1981. I>rncroc)'ol Work by P.lrick
Burns and Mel Doyle fiEt published by Pan B@ks
Lrd l98l Patrick Burns.Mel Doyl€ and lhe workeE'
Educational Asiation lgtl. Diet lot Li'le (A
Cmkboof ro. Arthriaics.) by Mary Laver and
Margarer Sm(h li6l published by Pan B@ks Ltd
l98l Mary Laver and Mar8aret Smith l98l.
Pen8uin B@ks Lld lor: lnside the Comwnf: CIA
t)iort by Philip Ate tiEl published in Allen
Lane/Penguin B@ks Ltd 1075 ' Philip Ate 1975.
Penguin B@ks Ltd and Spare Ribs Ltd for: Spq.e Rib
Rcoder edited by MaEha Rowe ti6l published in
Penguin B@ks Lld l9B2 Spare Ribs Ltd 1982. A D
Peters & Co Ltd for: The Dark Side of lsmel by
Norman Mo$ in lllustrated London News July lgtl.
'Afrermath of Osirak by Norman MN in the
Illustroted London Neu's August l98l and'Turning
Poinl tor Polsnd' by Norman MGs in lhe lllustrated
London Neus s€plember 1981. 'Recent Fiction' by
sally Emeren in the Illustroted London News July
1981. August l98l and September 1981. The Complete
Lrprronship by Stephen Potter fiEl published in
Greal Brikin by Rupert Harl'Davis Ltd 1970
srephen Potrer. Elaine Pollard lori Persnal LetteN
l98l donated by Elaine Pollard. Laurence Pollinger
Lld tor A Glostonblr' Romonce by John Cowper
Powys firsr published by MacDonald & Co Ltd lgiXl.
Murray Pollin8er for: ,(is l(is by R@ld Dahl
published in Gret Britain by Michael J@ph Ltd
1960 R@ld Dahl 1962. Con you Aroid Concer? by
Peter G@dwin li6l published by the British
Broadcasllnt Corporalion lgtl Peler Goodwin
198{. Pr6ton Travel Ltd tor. Pr6ton Sunrout6
camping and selt{arering'(April ro Octobcr l9&})
holiday br@hure. Punch Publications Lrd lor: Punch
(6 May 1981, 29 July lgtl, 12 Autust lgtl,26 August
l98l and 9 Seprember l98l) published by t\nch
Publications Ltd 1981. Radala and assiatE for: The
Nohed Civil Seruonl by Quentin Crisp li6t published
by Jonathan Cape Lld l96t ' Quentin Crisp 196t. The
Rainbird Publishint Croup Ltd for: The Mohing ot
Monhind by Richard E Leakey firet published in
Greal Brilain by Michael Jo*ph Lld lgtl ' Sherma
BV 1981. Robsn B@ks Lrd lor: The Punch B@h ol
Short Stories 3 seleted by Alan Coren fiEt published
in Creat Brilain by Robsn B@ks Ltd in a$ftiation
wilh Punch Publications Ltd l98l Roben B@ks
Lrd lg8l.Ihe Best ol Robett Morley by Robert
Morley first published in Great BriEin by Robsn
Books Lld I98l Robert Morley 1981. Deborah
Roge6 Ltd for: Picaso's kte Works by Edward
Lucie-Smilh in the Illustroted lrrdon News July
lgtl, David Jons al the Tale'

I,ersdit) by H J ElrrcI n6l puuish€d by
RNlledge & KeSan Paul Ltd l96a H J Eyrnck
196,1, 1977. Manin S€cker & WarburS Ltd lor
Chontile Ploces by Dovid Lrdte liNt Flblirhed in
EnSland by Martin SEker & wsrborg Lld lg?t '

David Lodge 1975. Tre History Mq, by Malcolm
Bradbury fiBt Fblished by Maf,ln Secker &
Warburg 1975 ' Malcolm Bmdbury ln'. Hufrtp/dl's
Girt by Saul Belbw nEt Frblhhd in En8land by The
Ali$n Pr6/Manin slrker & warburS Lrd l97t '

saul B€llo* 1973, 197a, 1975- Wlt by Tom Sharpe liEt
published in En8land by Manin Secker & Warburg
Lld 1976 Tom SharDe 1976- The lat Dqys o/
Nrerica by Paul E Erdmn nEt publkhed in
En8land by Manin Seker & WarburS Lld 196l
Paul E Erdman 1981. AutMn Mo @ueres b,!
Melvyn BmBS fiEt published in EnSland by Manin
Secker & Warburg Ltd 1978 Melvyo BragS 1978.
The Act ol Being, by Charls Marowitz liFt published
in En8land by Martin Secker & Warburg Ltd l97t '

Charles Marowitz 1978. As I, By Mqtic by AnSus
wilen fiEt published in England by Martin Secker &
Warburg Ltd 1973 ' Angus Wilen l9?3. All the
Presidents Men by Carl Bernstein and Bob
W@dward fiNt published in EnSland by Martin
Secker & Warburg Ltd 1971 ' Carl Bernstcin and Bob
Woodward t974. The Myth of the Nstion and the
yisioa o, Revolution by J L Talmon fiNt published by
Martin Secker & Warburg Ltd lgEl ' J L Talmon
1980. Animql Form by Geor8e Orwell liEt published
by Marrin S€cker & Warburg 19,15 Eric Blair 1945.
Anthonv Sheil Asciat6 Ltd for: Doniel Mqrtin by
iohn Fowl6 fiEt published in GEat Britain by
Jonathan Cape Lld 197 ' J R Fowl6 Ltd 1077. t w
Story by Ericb Scgal pblished by Hodder &
St@ghton Ltd tg,o ' Erich Setal 1970. Sidtwick &
Jacken Ltd lot. The Third World Wor by GeneBI
Sir Joho Hackett and otheE fiN published in Gr@l
Britain by Sidgwick & Jack$n Ltd l97t ' GeneEl Sir
John llackelr 1978. SupeMmon by Shirley ConEn
li6t published by Sidt{icl & Jack$n Lrd 1975
Shirley ConEn 1975, lgl7. An Actor ond His frme by
John Giel8ud liEt publisb€d in Grear Britain by
Sidgwick & Jacken Ltd 1979 ' John GielBud, John
Miller and John Powell 1979 ' BioSnpbical Not6,
John Miller 1979. Simon & Schuster lor: otrr Eodies
Ou.elles (A Heolth B& by and lor Women) by lhe
Boston Women's Health B@k Coll6tive (British
Edition by Angela PhilliF End Jill Rakusn)
p{rblished in Allen lane and Penguin B@ks Ltd 1978
' The BGton Women's Health Collsrive Inc 1971.
1973, 19?6 Material lor British Edition, AnSela
Phillips and Jill Rakusen 197t. Souvenir Prs Ltd lor:
The Bermuda TrionEle by Charl6 B€rlitz (An
Incredible SaSa of Unexplained Disppearanc6)
fiEt published in Gr@t Britain by Souvenir P6 Lrd
1975 ' Charl6 Berlitz 1974. Souvenir Prs LId and
Michael Jo*ph Ltd lor: Airporl by Arthur Hailey
ti6t published in Great Britain by Michael Jeph
Ltd in a$miation wilh Souvenir Pr6 Lld 1968
Anhur Hailey Ltd 1968. Sunmed Holidays Ltd lor: Go
Gr@k'(Summer ISB) holiday brmhure. Malrice
Temple Smilh Lld for: Friends ol the Eorlh Pollulion
Gurde by Brian Price published by Maurice Temple
Smitb Ltd lg&i Brian Price 1983. Maurice Temple
Smith and Gower Publshing Co Ltd lor: Wo.hmethe
lAnd (A New Plon lor o Heolth)' AgticuLwe) by
Charlie Pyesmilh and Richard Norlh liEt published
by Maurice Temple Smith Ltd 198{ Charlie Pye
Smith and Richard Nonh l98,l. Tim6 Nerspope6
Lld for: The Sunda) fimes MoSozine (13 January
19t0, 20 January 1960 and ll May l9t0) published
by Times Newspape6 Lld 1981. fhe limes (7
Srptember lgtl) ' pblished by Tim6 NewspapeE
Lld 1981. Twenlys Holidays lor. The B6t l&:|:l
Holidays (Winrer 1982/&l) holiday brchure.
Unive6i(y oI Birmin8ham tor: Livint in Birmintham
(1984) published by The UniveEity ol Birmintham
l9t{. Birmintham UniveEily Over*as Sludenl Guide

The Unive6ily ol Birmin8ham. WorkinE wirh

by Edward Lucie
News August lgEl

and Fuflher Lrghl on Spanish Paintin8 by Edward
Lucre-Smith rn lhe lllustroted lrndon Ne*'s
srptember 1981. The Godtother by Mario Puzo fiEr
published in Greal BriEin by william Heinemann
Lrd 1969 Mario Puzo 1969. Routledge & Kegan Paul
Lld for Hou ?b Poss Exominolions by John
Flrasmus lilsr pubhshed by Oriel Pr6s Ltd 196'i
Oriel Pr6s Lrd 19t0. l)ois), l)qrs, by Christian Miller
tirsr publrshed by Roulledte & Ketan Paul Lld l9t0
Chrislian Miller 1980 ,he Nolionol lronl by Nigel
Fielding tirsl published by Routledge & KeSan Paul
Lrd l98l NiBel FieldinB l98l .lhe Mtth of Home
(lx)rership by Jim Kemeny ri6l published by
RouiledBe & Kegan Paul Lld 1980 J Kemeny 1981.
,rbscnl With Cors (kssons o, ,ruohc)) by Roger
Whire hrsr published by RoulledBe & Ketan Paul Ltd
lgttll Ro8e. While lgm. thc l,o*crs ol Evil (in
It (stsrn RdiBion, Motic ond lblfr ,kfter) by Richard
( avendish fiBt published by Roulledge & Ketan Paul
Lrd 1975 Richard Cavendish 1975. Crime ond
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Indlstry and Commerce
UniveFily ol Birmintham

published by Th€
19t1. UniveEily ol

The
BirminSham
UniveEily ot UniveBily of
Birmingham lnslilule ol Rearch and Developmenl
( lgt{) published by the UniveBily ol Bimin8iam
1981. Brological Scienc6 at The UnivcBity of
Birmintham (1985) published by The UniveEity ol
BirminSiam 1965. Hislory at lh€ UniveBity ol
Birmitrtham (1965) ' published by the UniveEily o,
Birmintham lgtli. Faculty of Afls Handb@k (196+
85) published by The Universily ot Birmingham
19t4. ViraSo Press Ltd lor: Benelits by Z@
Fairhairns published by ViraSo Prs Ltd 1979 ' Zft
Fairbairns 19?9. Simple Steps to Public Lile by
Pamela An.leMn, Mary Stotr and Fay Weldon
published in Great Britain by ViESo Pr6 Lld lS0 '

Action Opportunitid lgm. Tell Me A Riddle by Tillie
Olsn published by Virato Pr6 Ltd 1960 ' this
edition Tillie Ols€n lgm. A P Watr (& Sons) Ltd lor:
The GlitleinB Prizes by Fr€{eric Raphael tid
published in Greot BriEin by PenBin B@ks Ltd 1976

Volalic Ltd 1976. Then and Nou by W Somerel
MauSham first publish€d by Willi.m Heinemnn Ltd
1946 W SomeEl Maugtafr 1916. The lantuaBe ol
Clothes by Alien Lurie Fblished by Wiuian

Alien Lurie 1961.'HeHhel
Commemomtive'by Patrick M@re in the Ill6troled
Irndon Nsws July l98l-'Tbe OrtermGt Giant'by
Parrick M@re in the lll6troled lradon Nds
Augusl 1981. 'C6mic Bombardment' l

M@re in rhe illwaruted lb don N@s
by Patrick
Sepl€mber
Minculos

Toy' by Susn BrigSs in the Illustroted Irtrdon News
Autust lgBt. The Needle's E v by MarSaret DBbble
liEr FJblished by Weidenleld & Nicolsotr Lrd 1972 '
Martaret DEtbl€ l9?2- Suees Wilhoua Tqrs A
Wononb Guide to the Top by Rachel Nelsn liN
publishcd in Gr@t Britain by Weidenteld & Nicolsn
Ltd l9?9 ' Rachel Nelen 1979. Elucotion in the
Mden Wotld by John Vaizcy published by
Weidenleld & Nicolen Ltd 196-, John V8irey 196r-
Rich Mon, P@r Mon by lruin Shaw ltcr publBhed in
Cr@l Britain by Weidenfield & Nicolen Ltd 1970 '
Iruin Shaw 1969, 1970. Irlito by Vladimir Nabokov
tirst published in Gr@t Brilain by Weidenteld &
Nicolen Ltd 1950
1968, G P Purnam's Sons lg{il' McCBw-Hiu
lnternational lnc l97l. The Third world by Peter
WoEley liEr Fblkhed by Weidenleld & Nicolon Lld
196{ Petcr WoEley 19il, 196?. Po.trait ol o
MorrioSe by Ni&l Nicobon Fblished by Weidenleld
& Nicolen Lrd 1gl3 ' NiSel Nicolen 193. The DoSs
Btrrh: Pultlic P@ple ond Priwte Phces by Trumn
Capot€ liEt published in Gr@t Britain by Weid€nleld
& Nicolsn Ltd l97a' Truman CaDote 197a. Grdt
PlonninS Disters by Peter Hall ,ict Bblished in
Gr@t Brilain by Gorye Weidenleld & Nicolson Lld
1900 Perer Hall I9t0- Tbe l9rite6 and R6d€E
PublishinS CrFnlive Lld ,or: Worhint with
Words, Literocy Belotrd Sch@l by Jane Mace
published by The WriteE and ReadeB PublBhinS Cq
operalive Lld 1979 ' Jane Mace lg7g.The Alienoted:
Growint Old fodoy by Gladys Elder OAP Fblished
by The WrireB aod R6deB Publbhint CFpeEtive
Ltd 1977 Text, The Estate of Gladys Elder 197, '

PhologEphs. Mike Abmhams W7. Beyg d the
Cristu in Art by Peter Fuller publishd by The
WriteB and R@deB Publishint CmpeElive Ltd
l9t0 Peter Fuler lS0. The Wor a d P@ce 8ooh
by Dove Noble publish€d by The WrilcE and
Reade6 Publishint CFpeElivc Ltd 1977 Dav€
Noble l9?. Tony tuin: A Polili.sl Eiotrophy by
Rob€fl Jenkins lirer plblishcd by The WriteE .nd
R@deB Publishint CFFEtive Ltd lS0 Rob€n
Jenkins lgt0. Nucl@t l,o*'q ,or Betitrners by

Slephen Cr@lland lGiandeB Samder tiEl publisn€d
by Thc WriteE and R@d€E Publishint C@peElive
Lld l97t TexL Slcphcn Cr@ll lg?t. 1960
lllustrations KaiandeE Sempler 1978, 1960. Yalc
UniveBily Pru lor: Ule i^ the EnglllJ,. Counttt
Houpi A Sdidl otrd Architeclurql Hisrory by Mlrk
Gir@ard poblished by Yale UniveEity P6 Ltd.
Lrndon 19?6 Yale UnivcEity 197E. The Brilish
Br@dcasting CorpoBtion lor tEnsript! ol Edio
tBnsmi$ions ot 'lGleidmope', 'Any Qu6don!,
'Money Bor'8nd'Ans and Alri@' l98l aod lm. Th€
British Bm&atin8 CorpoEtio aod ME Shirlcy
Williams tor tmnrrips ol tel€visim intcryiffi sith
M6 Shirley Williom l97g. Dr B L Smith, Sch@l ol
MEthematics and PhFical SciercB, Univereity ot
Susx lor proSramms m Cunent ArlbiB, Scioce
and The Arts origElly br@dcat on Radio sltsr
!gI0 End 1960 ' B L Smith. The tollowinS FopL in
the UniveEity ol Bimiotbam: Prolmr J McH
Sinclair, Department ol EnSlish, lor hi! bF! o,
informl conveplior (lEpml colleti6). Mr R
Wallace, ,omcrly DeFrtmenl ol AcccntiDg and
Finarce, and Ms D Hoghton, DeFrrmeDt ot
Endish, ,or tEn$ripl! ol his acc@nhncy lccruB.
Dr B K C@y, DeFnment ol Elelrkal Etrg@rint
6nd Dr M MontSomery, UniveEity ol StEthclydc,
D€panment ol Engish, lor a tran$ript ol Dr GaEy!
leture, Dr L W Pel, DeFrtmeol ol Plant Biolo$r,
8nd Dr M Mont8omery, UniveEity ol Snthclyde,
DeFnrcnt ol EnSlish, lor a tEMriDr ol Dr Pcll
lsture. Prcl@r J G Hawles, lorerly DeDartment
of Planl BioloEr, lor reordlnSs ol his lctuE Dr M
S SDaiti, DeFnment ol Tmnspomtion lor
Eordings oi hi! IEEG. Dr M P Hcy, DcFnrent
ol Engish, 8nd Dr M C@Fr, The British Cqrrcil, lor
a rdording ol their dircusion on dis@re aoal!6i9,
Ms A Rcnoul, D€Frtmenr ol Engish, lor Eording!
ol job and ecad€mic interyies 1977. Mr R H
Hutbard, lomcrly a B Phil (Ed) sludcnt, Facully ol
Edu@tion, for his t@rch rEordings o, apEions
ol uncertainty 197&79. Mr A E Hare, lomerly a B
Phil (Ed) studenr, Facuhy ol Education, lor his
tmn$ripb oi leleDbon€ conveBtions lgrt. Dr A
T$i, lormerly DeFnmcnr ol EnSlilb, lor bcr
rorditrBs ot ioloml convmtion. Mr J
Cdpeilhmite, lomerly Depanment ol EnSlish, lor
a rtrordint ol inlorml conveBtion lgtl. Ms C
Emmott, M Liil ltudent, Deportment ol Engllsh, tor 8
reording ol inlotml convertion 1961. ME B T
Alkins ,or thc tEDsripl ol an acceDl ol a d@m
lSl. The Brltbh Cancll tor'Autbcndc Materirlg
Numbe6 l.2t' lotl. ProlNr M Hammcnon and Mr
K CoShill, DeDortment ol RycholoSy, UniveEily ol
NewcasrlNpon.T)m€, ,or hF reordint! of lhcir
lEtu6 lSl. Mr G P GEv@o. tormerly tffirch
student, UniveBity ol Nes6tle, lor hi! reordin83
ol t@cher dirusion lg77- Mr W R Jon6, lomerly
r*arch $udent. UniveEity ol Sorthamplon, ,or his
reordin8s ol cla$rum talk. Mr lan Filher,
lormerly BA student, Nevcaltl€ Polytshnic, lor hl!
tEn$ripE ot interyieE on l@al hislory l$1. Dr N
Cflpland, lorrcrly PhD stud.nt, DeFnment ol
EnSlish, UWIST. tor htu tmnsripts ol rnvel aSency
talk l$l. Prcl@r D B Brcmley, DeDaflment ol
P3ycholoSy, Universily ol Liverp@I. lor his
tBrript ot a l€4rcb Eordiot. Mr Brian
hwrcnce, lomerly ol Sallrcn Wald.n C@nty Hith
Sch@|, lG a tape ol his hlk on 'The BrilBh
Education SFtem'1079.

Thanks are als due to Tim6 N€vlFpeE Lrd ior
prcvk int mchioeMdablc copies ol Ttc Tim and
The $roday Tim6 lor liotuirk aElysis.

Every ellort has been mde to tEc€ the copyriSht
holdeE, but ll any have becn lmdvertcntly
ovcrl@ked lh€ DublisheB sill b. pl6sd to mke
the nEesry aclnovlcdSmenls al rh! liBt
opporlunily.
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Prepositions in Part One

aboard
about
above
according to
acro8{l
acmss from
after
against
ahead of
along
alongside
along with
amid
amidst
among
amongst
apart from
around
as
as for
aside from
as to
astride
at
away from
bar
barring
because of
before
behind
below

beneath
beside
besidee
between
beyond
but
by
by means of
close to
concerning
considering
contrary to
depending on
despite
down
due to
during
except
except for
excepting
excluding
following
for
forward of
from
in
in between
including
in favour of
in front of
in lieu of

inside
inside of
in apite of
instead of
into
irrespective of
like
minus
near
near to
next to
notwithstanding
of
off
on
on account of
on board
onto
on top of
oppoeite
opposite to
other than
out of
outside
outside of
over
owing to
past
pending
per
plus

preparatory to
prior to
regarding
regardless of
round
88Ve
eave for
since
than
thanks to
through
throughout
till
to
together with
toward
towards
under
underneath
unlike
until
uP
up against
upon
up to
up until
via
witlt
within
without
worth
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Paft One

The Prepositions

aboard
Ifyou are aboard a ship, aircraft, or spacecraft,, you are on it or in it.
In an adjunct or after'be': I came aboard the Queen Mary longing tn
be impressed... The olficial said calmly that our luggage was now
aboard a BEA plane due for take-off in eeven minutes.
...experiments carried out aboard the U.S. space shuttle.
Aft,er a noun: More lives could be saved through improved safety
measures aboard aircrall.
Also used as an adverb: The DC10 crashed, killing all 346 people
aboard.

about
I If you write, talk, think, or have feelings about a particular
thing, your words, thoughts, or feelings concern that thing.
In an adjunct or after'be', olten followed by an'-ing'clause: Let's
talk about this in the morning... Don't worry about getting killed...
I forgot all about it... This book is about death.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by about

fuss
argue
ask

grumble
inquire

agree

bit4h
boast
brag
brmd

book
chat
complex
concern
consultation
debate

care
chat
complain
consult
disagree
dream
fantasize

forget
fret

Snoan

moan

muse
protest
quibble
rave
read
speak
talk

t€ll
think
warn
wonder
won,]/

After a noun: ...a book about fishing... You will have to give them
information about your income.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by about:
advice decision mieunderstanding
agreement fuss newa
anxiety idea opinion

judgement
lecture
letter
misgivings

After an adjective: Pembridge is said to be angry about the delay..
Yet how could she have ben mistaken about a thing like this?... I

information
joke

outcry
phobia
prediction
quarrel
queetion
now

I



( 
above

couldn't sleep properly because I was worried about being late in
the morning.
Here are some adjectives which are typically followed by aboufu

adamant enthusiastic pleased undecided
anSTy fussy positive uneasy
annoyed
anxious
apprehensive
bothered
certsin
complacent
concerned
cr'xzy
embarrassed

ignorant
indignant
miserable
mistaken
nervoua
optimietic
passionate

eensitive
sentimental
serious
sorry
uncertain
unclear
unconcerned

unhappy
unaure
upset
vaSue
wary
worried

scathing
sceptical

guilty
happv

2 Ifyou do something about an unsatisfactory situation, you try to
improve it.
In an adjunct following'do': We can't do much about heredity... I
should do something about those spots, dear, ifl were you.
3 Ifyou say that there is a vague quality about someone or
something, you mean that they have it.
In an adjunct: He has a sort of originality abut him... There was
something frightening about the experience... There is nothing
particularly frail about him in the physical sense.
4 Ifthere are things about something, they surround it or exist on
every side ofit.
After a noun: The little wrinkles about her eyes wene mone
noticeable now.... Youngstcrs are receiving maximum exposure to
new ideas of the world about them.
In an adjunct: He put his arms about her and clung to her... She/Is
exploded all about them.
5 lfyou move about a place, you go to several different parts ofit.
In an adjunct: I wandered about the flat, letting the time pass... ft
wouldn't be safe to have the children running about the grounds.
AIso used as an adverb: I wandered about, admbing these detailed
Prcparations.

above
I If one thing is above another, it is higher than the other thing or
over the top of it.
In an adjunct or after'be': Above the town, the fire was still
blazing... I felt sure, now, that the noiae was abve me.
After a noun: Sarah wal put in the room above me. ...the hills abve
the town.
AIso used as an adverb: The music *emed ta be aming from the
flarabve.
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accordlng to

2 If something is above a particular amount or level, it is greater
or higher than that amount or level.
In an adjunct or after'be': The tcmperature has not ri*n much
above zero for the past week... Otto's voice was low, just above a
whisper.
3 Ifsomeone is above you, they are in a higher social position than
you or in a position ofauthority over you.
After a noun: Well, my mum's a nursc and she has ta bw ta the
matron above her... It did not even work all that well for the gentry
above them.
After'be'or'marry': Guy was above her... She married above
herself.
4 Ifsomeone thinks they are above a particular activity, they
think they are too good or important to do it.
After a link verb: They were supposed to be above such crude
methds of communication. ...even for the minority who consider
themselves above such mencenary transactions.
5 Ifsomeone is above criticism or suspicion, they cannot be
criticized or suspected because they have such good qualities or
such a high social position.
After'be': ...those whose loyalty and morals were above reproach...
Martyn was merely an erudite eccentric and entirely above
suspicion.

according to
I Ifsomeone says that something is true according to a particular
person, book, or other source ofinformation, they are indicating
where they got their information.
In an adjunct: According to Cooke, the amount of psticides used by
farmers could be reduced 1,000 times... According to a recent
American study, there has been no increase in the incidence of
severe mental i/Jness over the last 700 years.
2 Ifsomething is done according to a particular set ofprinciples,
it is done using these principles as a basis.
In an adjunct: Computers are created by humans according to sets
ofrules... You should care for your car and have it serviced
according ta the manufacturer's instructions.
3 If something varies according to a changing or variable factor,
it varies in a way determined by this factor.
In an adjunct: Timber yields vary acarding to the type of tree and
the loeation and soil quality.
4 If something goes according to plan or according to schedule,
it happens exactly in the way that it was intended to happen.
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aGfoa3

In an adunct: But things do not always proceed according to plan...
Everything went according to schedule.

aGfoaa
I Ifsomeone or something goes acroas a place, they go from one
side ofit to the other.
In an adjunct: We went across the street to that restaurant
downstairs in the Bahnhof... He rode the longer way home, across
the canal bridge... He drew a finger expressively across his throat.
After a noun: fle hadn't liked the journey across Africa at all.
Also used as an adverb: Alice walked across to Dawlish's desk.
2 Ifsomething is situated or stretched acroas something else, it is
situated or stretched from one side ofit to the other.
In an adjunct: Printed across the poster in large, broad letters was
the word'Wanted.'... They found Evelyn Corbin sprawled across her
bd. ...a banner stretched across the street.
After a noun: ... the main bridge across the river.
3 Something that is across something such as a street, river, or
area is on the other side ofit.
After'be': My car's just across the street... It's over near
Beddingham, across the railway.
After a noun: ?hey went into the diner across the street.
4 You use across to say that a particular expression is shown on
someone's face, usually for only a moment.
In an adjunct: Disapproval flickered across her face... He stopped
and a quick smile went across his face.
5 Ifsomething happens across a place or organization, it happens
equally everywhere within it.
In an adjunct: The habit ofmale face-shaving is widespread across
the globe... Yet this ideology does not apply universally across the
membership.
After a noun: Atparty meetings across the country they were
choosing delegates.
6 When something happens across a political, religious, or social
barrier, it involves people in different groups.
In an adjunct: Issues tended to cut across party lines.
After a noun: ?hey found no trouble in controlling love across
colour barriers... We are more used to argument across discr'prines.
7 If you come, run, or stumble across something, you find it
unexpectedly.
In an adjunct: The other day I came across a letter from Brunel...
The idea is that in the course oftheir search for sometbing they
may stumble across something quite different and of great value...
It's very unusual to run across Americans in this part of the world.
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after

acroas from
Ifone person or thing is situated acrosa from another, they are
opposite them.
In an adjunct or after'be': ...seeing his mother sitting across from
him at table... You must know the Hotel Hirschen; it's right across
from the church.
After a noun: ...fhepark across from the church.

after
I Ifsomething happens after a time, event, or period, it happens
during the period of time that follows that time, event, or period.
In an adjunct, often followed by an'-ing'clause: Dan came in just
after midnight... We'Il hear about everything after dinner... She
returned after a few minutes... The play closed disastrously after a
tew performances... Frank Brown was released from prison after
serving three years.
After a noun: Ihafe the time after sunset before you come home.
AIso used as an adverb: We had one girl who lell just before
Christmas, and one girl who left just aftcr.
2 You use after to indicate a previous event or experience which
affects the present situation.
In an adjunct: ...a light that seemed greenish after the brightness
outside... After a statement like Mr Howell's you could hardly
blame them.
3 If you do something after someone else, you do it when they have
already done it.
In an adjunct: A male member of the stallstad up alter me and
said he totally agreed with everything I said.
4 Ifsomeone goes after a person or thing, they follow that person or
thing, usually in an effort to catch up with them.
In an adjunct or after'be': IIe hurried after his men... He turned
and went after his brothers... No, my friend, they are not allcr me...
'After her!'shouted the Captain.
5 lfyou are after something, you want to get it for yourself.
After 'be' or in an adjunct: Let's as.sume that they are really alter
information and not scandal... Large mining corporations began
lusting aftcr Aboriginal Reserve land.
6 Ifyou call, shout, or stare after someone, you call, shout, or stare
at them as they move away from you.
In an adjunct:'And stap drinking!'Doctor Percival called afr,er
Castle... As I ran along the wall, voices shouted after me but no one
followed... He broke into a run, leaving Belinda ta stare alter him.
7 If you do something aft€r someone, you do it for them when they
have left.
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againlt

In an adjunct: She )iked picking up aller him... His wife used to run
round after him... Peter went and closed the door after her.
8 If you write something after something else, you write it to the
right ofthe other thing.
In an adjunct'. He wrote on the large yellow pad'Mohr, August', and
put a question mark after it.
9 If you are named after someone, you are given the same name as
them.
In an adjunct:'It's named after one of your famous aviators,'said
the agent... My mother had six girls and called them all altcr
flowers... They all had jokey nicknames like'Heath Robinson' alter
the 1930s cartoonist.
l0 Ifyou take after a relative, you have some ofthe same
characteristics as they have.
In an adjunct: He took after his grandfather where character was
concerned.
1l Ifyou ask after someone or something, you ask for news about
them.
In an adjunct: He asked afr,er his friends in Florence... She enquired
after Mrs C arstairs' daughter.
12 After is also used, usually between identical nouns, to
emphasize that a long series ofthings occur or are encountered.
After a noun: ...when you trudge twenty miles a day, day after day,
month aftcr month... We passed through village after village until
finally we stopped... This was copied by one illustratar aftcr
another.

against
I If something is leaning or pressing against something else, it is
touching it.
In an adjunct or after'be': I saw Kruger leaning against a wall in
the terminal building... But the man just lay there, proppd up
against the door... Breslow shrank away and fell against the wall...
Rain splashed against the window panes.
2 Ifyou compete, fight, or take action against someone, you try to
defeat them or harm them.
In an adjunct: I flayed against lan Botham only twice in three
seasors... How would an I stone boxer fare against a 74 stone
boxer? ...activities designed to rally and organise workers against
Wilson.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by against:
agitate
align
ally

compet€ play
conspire plot
fight side

After a noun: /an Gould was injured during a match against New
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againrt

fuuth Wales... We cannot expect to win a war against seven armies.
...after being accused ofconspiracy against the Emperor.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by againefu

aggression
ally fight
battle

advise
coumel
fight

bastion
battle
blow

blasphemy
boycott
conspiracy

guard
hedge

cnme

match

inoculate
insulate
insure

senctions
victory

militate
pmt€ct
vaccinate

safeguard
shield

war

3 Ifyou take action against something, you try to end it, prevent
it, or make its effects less harmful.
In an adjunct: He fought doggedly against trade restraints... Action
is also taken to protect consumers against misleading
advertisements... The Vice-President warned against the
co nt i nui ng d an gers of co mp assi on.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by againsk

wam

rmmunlze

After a noun: ?he time had come for a full campaign against
vandals. ...his heroic fight against despair. ...a national scheme for
insurance against industrial injuries... One possible defence
against such threats is tie possession of private means.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by against:

bulwark fight
campaign insurance
defence legislation war

4 If you are against something, you think it is a bad thing.
After'be'or in an adjunct: The SDP leaders are against unilateral
disarmament... Workers themselves began to protest against their
appalling conditions. ...those MPs who voted against the ban.
A{ter a noun: ...a public protest against apartheid. ...the arguments
against our current defence strategy.
After an adjective: ...complaining that the well-educated are
prej udiced a gai nst i ndustry.
AIso used as an adverb: The Belgians were in favour, the Dutch
against.
5 Ifthere is evidence againtt a theory or person, there are facts
which suggest that the theory is wrong or the person has done
something wrong.
After a noun: We can get rid of the real evidence against him.
After'be': All the evidence is against the view that we need an elite
system of education... Yet all the evidence was against intclligent
life elsewhere in the fular Systcm.
6 Ifyou act against someone's wishes, advice, or orders, you do not
do what they want you to do or tcll you to do.
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ahead of

In an adjunct: He acted against the wishes ofthe electors....unless
.vou are travelling against your doctor's advice.
7 If something is againet the law, there is a law which says you
must not do it.
After'be': Someone who is insolvent can't be a company directar;
it's against the law... It was strictly against the rules to unlock
prisoners at night.
8 If you are moving against a current or wind, you are moving in
the opposite direction to it.
In an adjunct: The wind was so strong that I could no longer bicycle
against it.
9 If something is seen againet something else, it is seen in
comparison or in contrast to it.
In an adjunct: ...dark brown wood set against white emulsion... The
obvious attractions must be weighed against the high financial
cost... Presumably this has ta be set against an enoilnous increase
in crime?... These factors have to b measured against the dangers
and anxiety of pregnancy.
10 The odds against something happening are the chances that it
will not happen.
After a noun: ?he odds against him losing hisjob have
lengthened.... The chances against successful transmission are a
thousand to one.
Also used as an adverb: The odds are 2 to 7 against.

ahead of
I If something is ahead of you, it is directly in front of you.
In an adjunct or after'be': Phi/lp trotted ahead ofher... Brody was
several steps ahead ofCassidy... All at once the lights flickering
ahead of him merged together.
After a noun: ?he cabin ahead ofhim was dark.
2 If an event or period of time lies ahead of you, it is going to
happen or take place soon or in the future.
In an adjunct: Perhaps, after all, the most astonishing changes may
still lie ahead of us... We've got a long journey ahead of us, so Jet's
talk to pass the time... You've got the whole day ahead of you.
3 Ifyou do something ahead of someone else, you do it before that
person does it.
In an adjunct: I got herejust ahead ofyou... Portugal applied tajoin
the EEC in March 1977, four months ahead of Spain.
4 Ifsomething happens ahead ofan event or time, it happens
before that event or time.
In an adjunct: Poles stacked up on sugar, petrol and other items
ahead of the price rises. ...concern that Mrs Thatcher might express
disagreement ahead of next month's summit.
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5 Ifsomething happens ahead ofschedule, it happens earlier than
was planned.
In an adjunct or alter'be': He had arrived in France slightly ahead
of schedule... We are now easily two years ahead of schedule.
6 If someone is ahead of someone else, they have made more
progress and are more advanced in what they are doing.
After'be': Apparently we are far ahead of the Americans in one
range of goods... In the nineteenth century, German university
education was considerably ahead ofthat ofthe rest ofthe world.

along
I When you go along something such as a road, you move towards
one end of it.
In an adjunct: We went on back along the street toward.s the stable.
...driving his car along a lane in East Surrey. ...riding along a dusty
mountain track in Morocco.
Also used as an adverb: He trotted along at my side.
2 If something is situatcd along something such as a road or a
corridor, it is situated beside it.
After a noun: ?he door, like most of the doors along the conidor,
was open... He had some sandwiches in a pub along the road.
In an adjunct or afLer'be': My room's just along the corridor...
Halfway along the road, the trees suddenly stopped.

alongside
I If something is alongside something else, it is next to it.
In an adjunct or after be': An ambulance pulled up alongside the
coach... She hurried to catch me up and walked alongside me... The
Chapel is alongside the Students'Union building.
After a noun: The roa d alongside the river was never quiet... He
had rented one acre ofland alongside a cherry orchard down the
valley.
AIso used as an adverb: The parents ran alongside, screaming
farewells.
2 If you work alongside someone else, you work in the same place
and in co-operation with them.
In an adjunct: British and American forces were fighting alongside
each other... Montgomery himself worked alongside us, clearing a
path.
3 Ifone thing exists alongside another, the two things exist
together in the same situation and at the same time.
In an adjunct: She has man aged to show how ammercial farming
can take place alongside the conservation ofwildlife and
landscape... The rising tide ofpolitical violence, alongside an

I



along with

increase in criminal and social violence, poses a threat to the
co u n tr.v-'s stab i I ity.
After a noun: The energy supply problem isjust one problem
alongside countless others.

along with
Along with is used when mentioning someone or something else
that is also present or involved.
In an adjunct: On March 14, she was sworn in, along with eleven
other jurors... Along with numbers of other wealthy citizens, he had
a fine house on the banks ofthe riven.. The eggs were delivered
from the farm along with the milk.

amid
The form amidst is also used, but is a more literary word.
I If something happens amid noises or events of some kind, it
happens while they are occurring.
In an adjunct: He sat quietly amid the uproar, drawing... He moved
towards the piano amidst a storm of applause... I got the
impression, amid all her chatter, that Jane had changed much
more than Anthony.
2 If something is amid other things, it is surrounded by them; a
literary use.
In an adjunct or after'be': White patches radiated brilliantly amid
mottled shades of red and orange. ...a dairy farm set amid the
woody valleys of Kent... It was a few hundred yards farther down
the Cromwell Road, amidst a swarm of hotels.

among
The form amongst is also used, but is a more literary word.
I Something or someone that is situated or moving among a group
ofthings or people is surrounded by them.
In an adjunct: They found the cat crouching amongst a hoard of
cardboard boxes. ...the dangers of flying among high mountains...
Potatoes and cabbages were planted at random among foxgloves
and roses... There were at least four new wigs found among her
things.
After a noun: IIe turned and went back to the shallow cave among
the rocks.
2 If someone is among people of a particular kind, they are with
them and having contact with them.
In an adjunct or after'be': He had lived his short life among
adults... I had only imagined that I was among friends.
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3 If someone or something is among a group, they are a member of
that group.
After'be': I was among the happy few who managed to escape...
Among his other purchases were several sheets offoam rubber and
two paint brushes.
4 If something applies to a particular person or thing among
others, it also applies to other people or things.
In an adjunct: Alistair Sim, among others, always refused to give
autographs... The Institute for the Future is, among other things,
investigating the effects of advanced communications technology.
5 If something such as a feeling, opinion, or situation exists among
a group ofpeople, most ofthem have it or experience it.
After a noun: ...the resentment among the poor... Though illegal,
this was a well-established custom among the prisoners... It has led
to a growing preoccupation among trade unionists with'getting the
procedure right'.
In an adjunct:, And thirdly, even amongst adults, a substantial
number of people can't drive.
After an adjective: He was never particularly ppular among his
contemporaries.
6 If something is shared among a number of people, some of it is
given to all of them.
In an adjunct: The proceeds had to be divided up among four
hundred people. ...handing out gifts to be distributed among
members' families.
7 If people talk, fight, or agree something among themselves, they
do it together, without involving anyone else.
In an adjunct: They took the opportunity to gossip happily among
themselves... It is uncertain whether they will be able to agtee
among themselves on the details.

apart from
I You use apart from when you are making an exception to a
general statement.
In an adjunct: Father was the only one who knew you thoroughly,
apart from me... Apart from that, the Russians sa id nothing...
Apart from the occasional article, be hadn't published anything for
years.
2 You use apart from to indicate that you are aware ofone aspect
of a situation, but that you are going to focus on another aspect.
In an adjunct, oflten followed by an'-ing'clause: Even apart from
her illness she had been very unhappy... And, quite apart from
anything else, how are we going to pay our way?... Apart from
making you sick. it can also cause cramp.
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alound

around
See round.

AS
I You use as when you are indicating what someone or something
is or is thought to be, or what function they have.
In an adjunct: She was regarded as a hero by masses ofpeople. ...a
large wage claim, which the financial press condemned as
unrealistic... He used the shirt as a rag to clean the lawn mower...
The news clearly came as a shock to him. ...a man who worked as a
reporter on the local paper.
Here are some transitive verbs which are typically followed by as:

acknowledge
address
adopt
brand
cast
categorize
certify
characterize
choose
cite

class
classify
conceive
condemn
consider
conatrue
count
denounce
depict
describe

designate
diagnose
disguise
elect
employ
establish
8flx)m
hail
interpret
label

mark
name
nominate
perceive
project
regard
stamp
u8e

Here are some intransitive verbs which are typically followed by
a8:

act
begin
come

double
function
masquerade

pass
pose
serve

work

After a noun: ...his reputation as a man of great wisdom. ...the use
of her house as headquarters for the resistance movement. ...my
ability as a climber.
2 Ifyou do something as a child or a teenager, for example, you do
it when you are a child or a teenager.
In an adjunct: ...creatures that she could remember seeing as a
child.
3 You use as to introduce the thing that something is being
compared with.
In an adjunct, usually after'as'and an adective or adverb: ...when
the sea is as smooth as Edass. . . Bison can run more than twice as
fast as a sprinting man... They were exactly the same as each other.

as for
You use as for at the beginning ofa clause to introduce a different
subject that is connected with the previous one.
In an adjunct: I was in the presence ofa very great woman: as for
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at

our predicament, there was never any doubt in my mind that she
would rescue us.

asade from
Aside from means the same as apart from; used especially in
American English.
In an adjunct: They had tn stop twice because Billy felt sick, but
aside from that. the trip was a pleasant one... Potatoes are valuable
aside from their calories.

as to
I You use as to when you are indicating the subject of a piece of
information, a question, or a debate; used in British English.
After a noun: ?he tenant doesn't know who the landlord is and has
no information as to their address. ...making decisions as to how
much money we spend on sport and recreation.
After an adjective: I'm still a bit puzzled as to why this tremendous
surge of interest continues.
In an adjunct: Mr Pike inquired as to the part-exchange price.
2 You also use as to at the beginning of a clause to introduce a
different subject that is connected with the previous one; a formal
use.
In an adjunct: Two years imprisonment was absolutely right, and
as to tbe five-year disqualification, it could well have been longer.

astride
Ifyou sit or stand astride something, you sit or stand with one leg
on each side ofit.
In an adjunct: Karen sat astride a large whitc horse... He drew up a
chair and, sitting astride it, began to talk to us.

at
I Ifyou are at a place, you are there.
In an adjunct or aflter'be': She was at the hairdresser... Margaret
Elmer kept a thoroughbred horse at Garrod's Farm near
Cirencester... Dan came to the airport to meet me at l,os Angeles..
Karin was standing at the top of the stairs.
After a noun: ?he incident was indicative of the mood at the
factary. where optimism was high... I was a shorthand typist at
Kendalls... My mother was a relation of the people at the Hall.
2 Ifsomeone is at school or college, or at a particular school or
college, they go there to study regularly.
After'be'or in an adjunct: Sam should be at school... I've been in
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politics since I was at university... He spnt four years at the school
his father and grandfather had attended before him.
3 lfyou are at something such as a table or desk, a door or window,
or someone's side or feet, you are next to it or them.
In an adjunct or after 'be' My brother-in-law was sitting at a table
laid for four... Ellen waited at the door until the last ofthe cars had
pulled out ofthe driveway... She dropped to her knees at his side.
After a noun: ...thegirls at the enquiry desk.
4 Ifsomething happens at an event or a meal, it happens where
and when that event or meal is taking place.
In an adjunct or after'be' Mr Foot spoke at the rally... On May 8
they were at the concert for Victary Day... That Sunday, at
breakfast, Mark greeted me coldly.
5 You say that something happens at a particular time to indicate
when it happens.
In an adjunct: My last train leaves Euston at 11.30... I went back to
my daughter and husband at weekends... At Christmas, I'd sent her
twenty pounds... He used to come and read to me at Mtime.
6 Ifyou do something at a particular age, you do it when you are
that age.
In an adjunct: Anyone choosing not to retire at 65 is allowed to
draw a state pension... Henze began composing at the age of 12...
He, at thirty-two, ought to know better.
7 You use at to express a rate, frequency, or price.
In an adjunct: Then I beat it down the steps at full speed... Rents
will rise at a slower rate than mortgage repayments... They are
required to check every bird at regular intervals... You can buy
them at $87.50 a share. ...roads that they are building at great
expense.
8 When you are describing where someone or something is, you can
say that they are at a certain distance, or that they are at an angle
in relation to something else.
In an adjunct or after'be': Ash followed at a discreet distance... He
awoke to find his nice new car sitting in his drive at a crazy angle
with its tyres missing.
9 You use at when giving information about the level of something.
In an adjunct: Interest rates have to stay at their present high level
for some time to come...Its elficiency remains high even when
working at a low output level.
l0 If someone or something is at their best or at their most patient,
for example, they have a quality to the highest degree that they
ever have it.
After'be': The garden is at its best now.... Indeed, he was always at
his most patient where some fathers might have ranted. ...in the
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early eightcenth century, when absolute monarchy was at its most
powerful.
ll If you look at someone or something, you look towards them.
In an adjunct: They stood looking at each other for a long moment...
Willie glared at her for a moment, then he burst into laughter too.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by at:
gape glance look stare
Eaze glare squint

After a noun: 'Wel/, yes,'Ginny said with a quick glance at her
mother.
12 Ifyou shout at someone, you say something to them loudly or
rudely without necessarily expecting them to reply.
In an adjunct: I'm sorry I shouted at you... He could hear them
swearing at each other... She wanted to scream at him.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by at:
bark shout swear
scream snap yell

l3 If you smile or wave, for example, at someone, you put on an
expression or make a gesture that they are meant to see and
understand.
In an adjunct: For the first time since he had been in the villa she
smiled at him... Then somebody else waved at me, frantically...
Then Kaspar winked at me, as if to an old friend.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by at:
beam grin smile wave
frown scowl sneer wink

14 Ifyou point or gesture at something, you move part ofyour body
in its direction so that it will be noticed by someone you are with.
In an adjunct: He pointed at her as ifhe meant her to stand up and
answer questions... He gestured at a chair and said:'Sit.'
l5 You use at to indicate what someone is attempting to hit, get, or
take hold of.
In an adjunct: Then he threw a stone at a thin cat in a red collar...
He hurled himself to one side and grabbd at the plywood... V,'e can
only guess at the number ofmissiles they have.... I was aiming at
reconciliation.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by at:
aim grasp snatch
clutch guess strike
grab shoot throw

After a noun: '?hat must be my man,' she said in an attempt at her
normal tone ofvoice.
16 You use at to indicate what someone is attempting to move.
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In an adjunct: He pulled at his companion's arm... Stuart pushed at
the wire fence.
After a noun: ?om felt a tug at his sleeve.
17 You use at to indicate what someone or something is repeatedly
touching or doing something to.
In an adjunct: He groaned as he hacked at his desk with ajack-
knife... He could see her dabbing at her eyes with a handkerchief...
She nibbled away at the cold hard dinner rolls... Now that he was
working at this painting. his sleep was always brief and broken.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by at:
claw
dab

gnaw
hack

nibble
pick

poke work
tear

18 You use at to indicate an activity or task when saying how well
someone does it.
After an adjective, often followed by an'-ing'clause: Computerc are
quite good at this sort of thing... He was good at persuading
people...I know he's clever at political debate... Players will get
most out of it by being proficient at the basic skills.
After a noun: Now, LyndonJohnson was an expert at political
second thoughts.
In an adjunct after 'excel' or 'shine': This is something at which
Handel excels... Mr Ronald Reaga\ of course, shone at the
business, managing good-natured self-mockery while keeping some
dignified distance.
l9 You use at to indicate what someone is reacting to.
After an adjective, often followed by an'-ing'clause: Tust a
minute,'Uri said, somewhat bewildered at the rapid turn of
events... The Bastille was found to contain only seven old men who
were annoyed at being disturbed.
Here are some adjectives which are typically followed by at:
aghast annoyed embarrassed pleased
alarmed appalled furious surprised
amazed astonished impatient unhappy
amused bewildered indignant upset
angr], disaPPointed irritated

After a noun, often followed by an'-ing'clause: At tonight's
meeting, I expressed delight at the performance. ...her pleasure at
hearing his voice.
In an adjunct: She shuddered at the bitter taste... So we all laughed
at his little joke.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by at:
chafe ,jeel protest recoil smile
exclaim laugh rail scoff sneer
frown marvel rave shudder wonder
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because of

20 Ifyou do something at someone's request, you do it because they
have asked you to.
In an adjunct'. She went at the invitation of an unknown man... At
Sussman's request, both Bernstein and Woodward returned to the
office the next morning... Outside the hotel, a taxi wi]l be
summoned at your bidding.

away from
I Ifyou move away from a place, thing, or person, you move so

that you are no longer in that place or near that thing or person.
In an adjunct: Let us go away from here to somewhere where the
air is cleaner... Kitty stepped outside and walked away from the
building... He pulled away from her and ran down the stairs.
2 Ifyou are away from a place, you are not there.
After'be'or in an adjunct: You may be away from home for a period
of time... Today my mother lives a thousand miles away from
Charleston.

bar
When it is used as a preposition, bar means the same as except.
After an indefinite pronoun or a noun: Almost every woman, bar
the very young, can produce tales ofthis sort... I am perfectly
willing to serve under anybody else bar the rest of the present
team.

barring
You use barring to show that the person, thing, or situation you
are referring to is an exception to your statement.
In an adjunct'. Barring complications, the aircraft will be in
operation next year.
After an indefinite pronoun or a noun: It is hard to imagine anyone,
barring a lunatic, starting a war.

because of
If an event or situation occurs because of something, that thing is
the reason or cause.
In an adjunct or afLer'be' Because ofthe heat, the front door was
open... President Gorbachov's visit was pstponed fucause of last
montl't's earthquake in Armenia... ?he business is certainly doing
well and its directors claim this is because of its elficient
management.
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before
I Ifsomething happens before a time or event, it happens earlier
than that time or event.
In an adjunct, ofrlen followed by an'-ing'clause: She anived just
before 7.30 a.m... And I can deliver it before Christmas... We might
not emerge from the first phase before the late 1980s... The baby
teeth are formed in the gums before birth... Before going to bed, he
wrote a letter to his father.
Also used as an adverb: The monument had been put up only a few
years before.
2 Ifyou do something before someone else, you do it when they
have not yet done it.
In an adjunct: She did have this tendency ta start drinking before
anyone else.
3 Ifa person or thing is before something, they are in front ofit; a
formal use.
In an adjunct or after 'be': ,Ele bowed down before them... Edward
the First buried them before the high altar.
4 Ifyou tell someone that one place is a certain distance before
another, you mean that they will come to the first place first.
In an adjunct or after'be'. There's a garage about two hundred
yards before the turning.... Just before Warren Farm, turn lefl
through a wooden gate.
5 If someone or something appears or comes before a person or
group, they are there to be heard or considered officially by that
person or group.
In an adjunct or after'be': He clearly was not impressed by the
evidence put before him... It was a little like being up before the
headmaster.
After a noun: President Ranald Rcagan's appearance bfore
Congress was a personal triumph.
6 Ifyou have something such as ajourney, a task, or a stage ofyour
life before you, you must do it or live through it in the future.
In an adjunct or after 'be': I have a diffrcult job before me....as lfDis
life were still before him.
7 When you want to say that one person or thing is more important
than another, you can say that they come before the other person
or thing.
In an adjunct: Should we place the needs ofEurope's working
classes before the needs ofthe masses of Africa and Asia?

behind
I If something is behind a thing or person, it is on the other side of
them from you, or near their back rather than their front.
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In an adjunct or after'be': The sun had droppd behind the
rooftops... He walked back to the village behind his brother...
Behind the gramophone there were some records. ...fathers who are
hidden behind the paper.
After a noun: ?fie man behind the desk watched them register...
The driver behind me began hooting.
Also used as an adverb: There were twenty more in a truck
following behind.
2 When you shut a door or a gate behind you, you shut it after you
have gone through it.
In an adjunct: He looked up as Gant shut the door behind him.
3 The reason or person behind something caused it or is
responsible for it.
After a noun: ?he ma yor attempted to explain the reasons behind
the meat shortage. ...one of the strongest drives behind the women's
movement... He was the moving spirit behind this venture to the
Arctic.
In an adjunct or after 'be': Ofcourse, behind the Cabinet decision
lay two major political considerations... I knew that she was behind
my being victimised.
4 If you are behind someone, you support them.
AIter'be'or in an adjunct: Well, emotionally, I'm very much behind
Michael Foot on this... The whole of our organisation is behind you,
at every minute... They have funds fuhind them and can carry on
for a while.
5 If you refer to what is behind someone's outside appearance, you
are referring to a characteristic which is not immediately visible or
apparent, but which you think is there.
In an adjunct: I guessed that Miss Crabbe, fuhind that impassive
veneer, had a very nasty temper... It was a gd indication ofthe
ability that lay behind his deficiency in literacy skills.
After a noun: ...the reality behind their people-oriented facade.
6 Ifyou are behind someone, you are less successful than them, or
have done less or advanced less.
In an adjunct or after'be': In the Championship he finished 11
strokes behind Watson... These children are only a mattcr of weeks
behind cbildren of non-working mothers... She had fallen behind
the rest ofthe class.
Also used as an adverb: The idea came to me that as a community
we had fallen behind.
7 Ifan experience is behind you, it is in your past and not
happening now.
In an adjunct: He already had one divorce behind him... I wanted
desprately to get that part of my academic life behind me... With
the first filteen exercises behind him, he stopped for a rest.
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8 If something is behind schedule, it is not as far advanced as
people had planned.
In an adjunct or after'be': Stage 7 was eventually completed nearly
two years behind schedule... We were running behind schedule
when we boarded a bus for Suva.. . We're already well behind
schedule.

below
I If something is below something else, it is in a lower position.
In an adjunct or after'be': It lay a mile below the surface of the
Pacific Ocean... Below us on our left there was a big river... She
touched her bare arm where Arnold's hand had held it, just below
the elbow.
After a noun: ...when man first came to live in the caves below the
clilfs.
AIso used as an adverb: Then we waited to hear it hit the surface of
the water far below.
2 lf something is below a particular amount, rate, or level, it is
Iess than that amount, rate, or level.
In an adjunct or after a link verb: Few experts expect their share ta
dip below 20 per cent... You cannot go below absolute zero... She, for
a girl, seemed tall, and he, for a man,just below average height.
Also used as an adverb: Keep the room temperature down to 68 or
belaw.
3 Ifsomeone is below you in an organization or system of
assessment, they are lower in rank.
In an adjunct or after'be': These conflicts usually rage well below
the level of top management... I believe he is a genius, somewhere
above Auden but below Eliot.

beneath
I If something is beneath something else, it is directly between it
and the ground or floor.
In an adjunct or after'be': There is a heater beneath the table... She
placed a pillow beneath his head... The people shivered beneath
their blankets.
After a noun: ?he ground beneath them was a bank covered with
grass.
Also used as an adverb: ...vast regions of smooth ice, where watcr
bas welled up from the ocean beneath.
2 When you want to talk about the aspects of something which are
not obvious, you can talk about what lies beneath the surface.
In an adjunct or after'be':. I hope I sounded more convincing than I
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felt beneath the brave front... I never thought that beneath your
stnlid exterior there was so much fire and fury.
Al]Ler a noun: But the traveller dorls not have to look far to
encounter the tensions bneath the surface.
3 If you say that something or someone is beneath you, you mean
that you feel they are not good enough for you or not suitable for
you.
In an adjunct or after'be':'You're a landowner now,'they teased
him.'Work is beneath you.'... Posy found this bneath
consideration. They stopped discussing it... He thought it beneath
his olficial dignity to haggle... The Duke married beneath him.

beside
The form besides is also used for paragraph 4.
I If someone or something is beside someone or something else,
they are at their side or next to them.
In an adjunct or after 'be': Michael sat down beside her on the bed...
Beside him was a little African boy... I made myself wait, standing
beside the car.
After a noun: IIe gestured towards the man beside him.
2 Ifyou work or fight beside someone, you work or fight together
in cooperation with each other.
In an adjunct: I'll fight beside you in Africa, Bovis, not in Europe.
3 Beside is used to show that you are comparing two things.
In an adjunct: What is love beside art!... The deficit shot up again to
t350,000. That sounds small beside Covent Garden's f,3 million
pounds deficit.
4 Ifyou have something beside other things or besides other
things, you have it in addition to those things.
In an adjunct: Anyway, there was plenty to do beside hunting...
Besides the capital, there were few major cities... Besides fiis
interest in anthropology, he had a flair for languages.
Also used as an adverb: He was a kind man, but he was many other
things besides.

between
I If something is between two things, these two things are on
either side of it, or it joins them or Iies on a line joining them.
In an adjunct or after'be': He had a pain between his shoulders... At
dinner, he was placed between Lords Caninglan and fuames...
Occasionally, there is a thin layer ofsandstone between the two...
There must be motclsbetween here and Montauk.
After a noun: ...the crevices betwecn the stones. ...on the brder
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between France and Switzerland. ...the dirt mad between his fiouse
and Grandpa's cabin.
2 If people or things move between two places, they move
regularly from one place to the other and back again.
In an adjunct: I have been commuting regularly between the UK
and the west coast of America.
After a noun: ...a civil aviation agreement providing for direct
flights between their countries.
3 Ifsomething stands between you and a thing or person, it
prevents you from having that thing or having a good relationship
with that person.
In an adjunct or after'be': How to tackle these men who stand
between you and the topjobs should be your next preoccupation... A
whole series of middle men intervene between the two sides.
After a noun: My hostility to culture may have formed part of the
barrier between us... It was a veil between herself and Spain which
she could not pull aside.
4 If something happens between two times or events, it happens
after one and before the other.
In an adjunct: 723 women were reprieved from the death sentence
between 1900 and 1949. ...coming in huniedly between sessions of
translating.
5 The interval of time between one event or moment and another
is the amount of time that passes after the first event and before the
next one.
In an adjunct or after'be'. There's only twelve days between the two
races.
After a noun: ...the 7000-year period between the end of the Roman
occupation and the Renaissance.
6 You use between when indicating a range of ages.
After a noun: ...o1i"ering technology-based education to pupils
between the ages of 11 and 18.
In an adjunct: Between the ages of seven and eleven, girls'
preferences changed.
7 Something between one thing and another is a mixture of them
both.
After 'something' or the noun 'cross': He was something between a
saint and an artist... He had the same peculiar expression on his
face, s,omething between a jeer and a challenge... She's a kind of
cross between Lizzie and Janey.
8 A relationship or interaction between two people, groups, or
things is one that involves them both.
After a noun: LTlat is the relationship between language and
thought?... Discussion can strengtrhen bonds between couples... A
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rdly erupted into a brutal battle between police and
demonstrators.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by between:
aEreement
alliance
antagonism
balance
battle
bond
breach
collision
connection
consultation

contrast
difference
discrepancy

contact
co-ordination
correspondence
encount€r
feud
fight
friendship
interface
interplay
link

disparity Culf
distinction inequality
gap parity

mer8er
misunderstanding
partnership
rapport
relationship

truce
split

understanding

In an adjunct: Silence falls between them.
9 If there is a difference or a similarity between people or things,
they are different or similar.
After a noun: ?fie difference between you and me is that you've had
a child... There is an interesting similarity between this and the
myth ofPandora... fu the gap between rich and poor nations
widened.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by between:

similarity

In an adjunct: The new tax fails to distinguish between rich and
poor.
l0 Ifyou choose between two or more things, you choose only one
of them.
In an adjunct or a(ter'be': When pressed to choose between
alternatives, she still explicitly refused... She was torn between
what I was trying to make her do and what she thought best... The
choice is now between English, French and German at school.
After a noun: CJinics in Zimbabwe now give patients a choice
between traditional and modern doctors... Either one assertion or
the other forms the conect account: and a decision between them is
necessary.
l l When something is shared or divided between people, they
each have or do part of it, or they both use it.
In an adjunct'. The costs should be divided between all 92 league
clubs. ...when child rearing is shared between a couple....cases
where the kitchen was sharedbetween two households.
12 If two or more people have something or manage to do
something between them, they each have or do part of it.
In an adjunct: I looked in my bag and counted what we'd got
between us-fifteen pounds, it was... They managed to win the title
nine times between them.
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beyond
I If something is beyond a place or barrier, it is on the other side of
it.
In an adjunct or alter 'be':. There was a blink ofbright light beyond
the forest... We were just beyond the range of the big guns... Ifis
village lies two miles beyond the border... Beyond the lawn lay Mr
An nett's kitc hen garde n.
After a noun: ...fhe lon g sandy beach beyond the farm... What place
was there for a British presence beyond Britain's shores?
Also used as an adverb: It stretched for miles, to the river and
beyond.
2 If something happens beyond a particular time or date, it
continues after that time or date has passed.

In an adjunct: Few children r:main in the school beyond the age of
76. ...the requirements for teachers up to and beyond the year 2000.
Also used as an adverb: ...a strategy for the 7990s and beyond.
3 Ifsomething extends beyond a particular thing, it affects or
includes other things.
In an adjunct: The problems extend beyond Britain's cities... He has
expanded his interests beyond painting and sculpture into stage
design and fiIm... We're not going ta comment beyond that.
4 You use beyond to introduce an exception to what you are
talking about.
Aljber an indefinite pronoun or in an adjunct, often followed by an
fing' clause: The government could do nothing beyond warning the
western governors to be on their guard. ...the only man who knew
something about the United States beyond what he had read in
magazines... Beyond a cursory acquaintance, he had never Dr,en
near the Royal circle.
5 Ifsomething goes beyond a particular point or stage, it advances
or increases so that it passes that point or stage.
In an adjunct: The nuclear pwer programme will have proceeded
beyond the pint where it can easily be stoppd... I felt his hands on
me, gripping to and beyond the point ofreal pain.
6 If something is, for example, beyond belief or beyond
comprehension, it is so extreme in some way that it cannot be
believed or understood.
After a link verb or in an adjunct: The reason was very simple and
beyond dispute ... The inefficiency of the system was byonil blief...
The total number of insects in the world seems beyond any
computation... In the course ofa year, he had changed almost
beyond recognition.
After an adjective: &me of the national habits are bad byond
description... I feel humiliated beyond belief.
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After a noun: ?here was gold beyond description.
7 If you say that something is beyond someone, you mean that
they cannot understand it, do it, or have it.
After 'be': Her reasoning was quite beyond me... The motives
behind artistic impu/ses were beyond my comprehension... I suspect
that an insight on this scale would be beyond the capacity ofthe
human mind... Even the relatively low-cost items may be beyond
the resources of many small farmers.
After a noun: What h appens to us is largely determined by factors
beyond our control.

but
When it is used as a preposition, but means the same as except.
After an indefinite pronoun: I could walk across the ice and see

nothing but grey skies... I have not encountered anything but
extreme courtesy... I could never speak about anything but
business to lvan.

by
I If something is done by a person or thing, that person or thing
does it.
After a past participle: The meal was served by his armed
bodyguards... The chances ofbeing struck by lightning are very
small... He was always amazed by her confidence.
After a noun: ...as a safeguard against attack by one of the
shepherds'dogs. ...a deliberate decision by government to rcsist
automation.
2 Ifyou say that something such as a book, a piece ofmusic, or a
painting is by a particular person, you mean that this person wrote
it or created it.
After'be': The paper is by Eulage, of whom you will already have
heard.
After a noun: f brough t him a copy of a book by John Fisher about
Emily Hobhouse... Over the bed hung a painting by some Dutch
e ighteenth-centu ry artist.
3 If you do something by a particular means, you do it using that
means.
In an adjunct, followed by a noun with no determiner or an'-ing'
clause: Did you come by car?... Many of the people cooked by
Primus stove. ...like a cow being loaded on to a ship by crane... 'Ihey
dined by candlelight... Those who had tried to save themselves by
flight were being hunted down and killed... They tried to save
themselves by clinging to the wreckage.
After a noun: ?he-y did not recommend journeys by car.
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4 By is used in phrases which indicate whether or notan event was
planned.
In an adjunct: I gave Castle the wrong notes by accident... Her
letter was dropped by mistake into the bay... Whether by design or
because he can't help it, he creates a tension which wins over his
audience.
5 By law, by a particular rule, or by particular standards means
according to the law or to the rule or standards.
ln an adjunct: By law, state pensions must be reviewed once a year.
...if pupils refuse to play the game by the rules... The salary was
enormous by my standards.
6 You say that someone is a particular type ofperson by nature,
birth, or profession when mentioning their character, nationality,
rank, or profession.
In an adjunct, followed by a noun with no determiner: Sam is
English by birth whatever anyone may say... My father, who was a
butcher by trade, said, 'The Lord sent the meat for us to eat'.
7 If you say what someone means by a particular word or
expression, you are saying what they intend the word or expression
to refer to.
In an adjunct: I now want to explain what I mean by 'expression'...
That depends on what you mean by luck, Leonard.
8 If you hold someone or something by a particular part of them,
you hold that part.
In an adjunct: The referee ran up and caught Graham by the
shoulder... He sprang over the table and grabbed her by the
throat...'And what might this be?'she enquired, holding up a damp
painting by one corneL
I Someone or something that is by something else is beside it and
close to it.
In an adjunct or after 'be': Barney was standing by my seat when I
returned... You're lucky you weren't by the window... He stood by
her while she telephoned.
After a noun: ...the table by the sofa.
tO When someone or something goes by you, they move past
without stopping.
In an adjunct: She also took my hand as we passedby the woods.
Also used as an adverb: Another bowler-hatted frgure went by.
ll Ifyou stop by a place, you visit itfor a short time.
In an adjunct: They invited us to stop by the house for colfee. ...too
many Stotts who had nothing to do but drop by the house and ask
after Stanley.
Also used as an adverb: lll drop by latcr.
12 Ifyou are by yourself, you are alone.
ln an adjunct or after 'be': SIe sat by herself and waited for service.
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l3 Ifyou do something by yourself, you do it without anyone
helping you.
In an adjunct: She could perfectly well manage by herself.
14 Ifyou stand by a person or principle, you remain loyal or
obedient to them.
In an adjunct: I would b quite prepared ta stand by my
observations and amments at any time... It was her duty to stick
by James through thick and thin... In most cases, they will abide by
the Minister's decision.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by by:
abide live stick
go stand awear

l5 If something happened or will happen by a particular time, it
happened or will happen at some time before then.
In an adjunct: By 11 p.m. all the ships were back... We'll all b dead
by then.
16 Ifyou habitually do something by day or by night, you do it
during the day or during the night.
In an adjuncti ...young men who go abut their work by day as
peaceable civilians and who by night turn into soldiers.
17 In arithmetic, you use by before the second number in a
multiplication or division sum.
In an adjunct: Multiply the cost per day by the number of days.
18 You use by to talk about measurements of area. For example, if
a room is twenty feet by fourteen feet, it is twenty feet long and
fourteen feet wide.
In an adjunct: The lake is 450 miles long by 50 miles wide.
19 If something increases or decreases by a particular amount,
that amount is gained or lost.
In an adjunct: Profits have increased by 8113 million in eleven
years... Department budgets have been cut by 20 per cent.
20 Things that exist or are produced by the dozen, thousand, or
million exist or are produced in those quantities.
In an adjunct: Gillian, who wrote letters by the dozen every week,
spent a fortune on stamps. ...a book which sells by the million.
2l You use by between identical nouns to talk about things that
happen gradually.
In an adjunct: Our salaries weren't in fact moving up year by year
as projected... He moved his hand bit by bit over the mirror...
Carefully pur the oil, drop by drop, into the paste.

by means of
If you do something by meana of a particular instrument, method,
or process, you use that instrument, method, or process to do it.
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In an adjunct: We climbed down into it by means of a vertical iron
ladder... In the end, he hit the mark by means of a simple trick... h
would then become possible to protect people by means of
vaccination.

close to
Close has the comparative form closer and the superlative form
closest.
I If someone or something is close to a place or thing, they are
near it.
In an adjunct or after'be': They live close to Frome... The captain
stepped close to Farnbach's side... The river was uncomfortably
close to the border.
2 Ifyou are close to a situation or state, you are almost in that
situation or state.
In an adjunct or after'be', often followed by an'-ing'clause: IIe
came close to dying... I think that I went close to putting them off
riding altogether... It was obvious he was close to tears.
3 If something is similar to something else, you can say it is close
to it.
In an adjunct or after'be': ...an exchange of complaints which
sometimes came close to bickering... Her status would have been
close to that of a slave.
4 If something is close to a particular amount, it is a little less or
more than that amount.
After'be': The authority's poll tax will be close to t376.

concerning
You use concerning to indicate the subject matter of something
that is said, written, or thought.
After a noun: f want to ask your advice concerning one or two
questions... Bettina and I both wrote articles concerning prisons
and political prisoners. ...in a bid to allay public fears concerning
ownership.

considering
You use considering to show that you are taking a certain fact
into account.
In an adjunct: It wasn't unattractive, considering its function...
Considering the circumstances, this was an important win for
them.
Also used as an adverb at the end ofa sentence: She's quite well,
considering.
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Gontrary to
If you say that something is true contrary to a belief or statement,
you mean that it is true although the opposite is thought or has
been said.
In an adjunct: Contrary to popular belief, the desert can produce
crops... Contrary to official predictions offurther increases, the
prison population has fallen.

depending on
You use depending on to indicate a variable factor that will alfect
a situation.
In an adjunct: They will lend up to 9O per cent ofthe property's
value, depending on its age... But the times will vary depending on
the classes he has to attend... Different methods are used depending
on what results are required.

despite
I You use despitc to introduce something which makes the
situation or event you are mentioning seem surprising.
In an adjunct, often followed by an'-ing'clause: He was very
refined despitc his occupation... She always had time for a pleasant
word, despite having some family problems of her own. ...decisions
that were implementcd despite much criticism.
2 Ifyou do something despite yourself, you do it although you did
not really mean to or expect to.
In an adjunct: Rudolph laughed and despite herselfGretchen had to
laugh too... Jeff grinned reluctantly, pleased despite himself at
even this much recognition.

down
I If someone or something goes down something such as a slope or
a pipe, they go towards the ground or to a lower level.
In an adjunct: They waved as he drove down the hillside... She
hurried on down the steps... He emptied the last of the milk down
the sink... Tears ran down my cheeks.
Also used as an adverb: George waved his shirt up and down.
2 Ifyou go down a road or passageway, you go along it towards one
end of it.
In an adjunct'. Karen drove on down the street... He walks back
down the conidor... He saw Whitman walking down the pier
towards his car.
3 Ifyou go down a river, you go along it in the same direction as
the water is flowing.
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In an adjunct'. But when you go down the river, don't hit the rocks...
The dead fish drift down the river.
4 If you go down a place, you go to it and into it; a very informal
use.
In an adjunct or after'be': Sooner or later all our meetings end up
down the pub... Sometimes I go down the cafe for a sausage-and-
chip lunch.
5 Something that is situated down something such as a road is
situated further along it.
In an adjunct or after 'be': There's a restaurant down the platform.
...a woman who lives down the road.
6 Ifone thing has another thing dovrn it, it has it from the top to
the bottom.
In an adjunct: ...a mass of long grey hair that came halfway down
his neck... She emerged with her hair down her back... At the same
time you will feel a strong pull right down the back of your legs.
Also used as an adverb: A stripd tie hung down to his belt.

due to
Ifa situation or event is due to something else, it exists or happens
as a result ofit. Some people consider that you should only use due
to after'be', and not in an adjunct.
After 'be' or in an adjunct: Pathologists found that death was due to
police violence... Due to inflation, the general cost ofliving in
Britain rose by 5/c last year.
After a noun: Stress due to poor working conditions is one cause of
illness.

during
I If something happens during a period of time, it happens
continuously, or happens several times between the beginning and
end ofthat period.
In an adjunct: He wrote a weekly column for the Guardian during
1963-4... Champagne merchants say that it can be drunk before,
during and after a meal... During dl the years of work, he had been
realistic with himself.
2 If something develops during a period of time, it develops
gradually from the beginning to the end ofthat period.
In an adjunct: During infancy, the little monkeys form strong
attachments to their owners... Vegetarian societies grew slowly
during the next 750 years... I hope this will become clear to you
during the course ofthe lectures.
3 If something happens during a period of time, it happens at some
point in that period.
In an adjunct: The boy disappeared from the hotel during the
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night... She sold the house to the local authority during the crisis
months of 1938... He'd given me a strong hint during that phone
conversation.

except
The form excepting is also used.
You use except to introduce the only things or people that your
main statement does not apply to.
After an indefinite pronoun or a noun: There was nothing lefr,
except a few bricks... She has no money, no friends except those
that live here... The girls all buzzed around, excepting May Noble.

except fol
You use except for to introduce the only things or people that your
main statement does not apply to or take account of.
After a noun: f had ahsolutely no friends except for Tom... He
thought he recognized all the faces except for one woman in a
shabby fur coat.
After an adjective: Now afler midnight it is quiet except for an
occasional motorcyclist... His mind was empty except for thoughts
of her.
In an adjunct: There is deep and utter silence here, except for the
sound ofan Indian tune playing on a record player... Except for
such diversions, pnd creatures spend their time in an endless
search for food.

excluding
You use excluding to introduce someone or something that is not
part ofa group that you are talking about.
Aftcr a noun or in an adjunct: In 1981 Britain spnt nearly 40
billion pounds on inland transpori alone (excluding air travel and
watcr freigh0... Excluding Greenland and Antarctica, the world
has 13.15 billion hectares ofland.

following
Following a particular event means after that event or as a result
ofthat event.
In an adjunct: The mines had been closed down following a
geological survey... Following an emergency mxting, ne*rve
troops were mobilized... The investigation was completely
reorganized, following the resignation of the Chairman.

31



for

After a noun: IIe Dasn't been able to sleep well in the days following
the fight.

for
I Ifsomething is intended or done for someone, they are intended
to have it, use it, or benefit from it.
In an adjunct: Why are you doing all this for me?... The village had
bought it for me.
After'be': Here-this is for you, Ashok. To bring you luck.
After a noun: Tie vicar arrived, bringing with him an unexpected
present for me.
After an adjective: ...cutting down the fod supplies available for
each person. ...a glossy magazine designed for today's sophisticated
woman.
2 Ifyou work for a company or person, they employ you.
In an adjunct: He worked for a large firm ofsolicitors.
3 Ifsomeone does something for you, they do it so that you do not
have to do it yourself. For is sometimes stressed in this use.
In an adjunct: Remove the bones from the trout or ask your
fishmonger to do this for you.
4 Ifyou do something for yourself, you do it, rather than someone
else.
In an adjunct: Come up here and see for yourself.
5 You use for when stating the purpose ofan object or action, or
what someone is trying to get.
After a noun, often followed by an'-ing'clause: I provided my
canary with a bowl for bathing in... He said the best place for the
meeting would be Paris... You'll have more than enough money for
any equipment you need. ...his campaign for re-election.
In an adjunct: Willie went ta the desk for the key... Liz had invited
the whole group to her house for coffee. ... He crawled about the
floor searching for the brush... The policeman was there, waiting
for us... For further information see leaflet 49.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by for:
advertise bargain fish hunt search
aim campaigrr forage look send
apply fight grope scavenge wait

After'be': 'You spend all your money.'-'That's what it's for, isn't
it?'
After an adjective, often followed by an'-ing'clause: ...the amount
of money available for spending... We also found these diets useful
for weight loss.
6 You use for when indicating what someone wants or requests.
In an adjunct: Perhaps she had longed for a child and never had
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one... He had hoped for some flash of inspiration... We asked for a
meeting with the Dir*tan
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by for:
appeal
ask

call
clamour
hanker

hope
hunger
long

lust
pine
prsybeg

Press
wish
yearn

After a noun: People have a longing for normality. ...the usual
requests for money. ...its demands for greatcr democracy.
After an adjective: They were eager for revenge.
7 Ifyou leave for a place, you intend to go to that place.
In an adjunct: I'm leaving for WashingTon onTuesday morning.
After a noun: l boarded the train for New York.
8 You use for when mentioning something that needs explaining
orjustifying.
After a noun, often followed by an'-ing'clause: I cannot see any
reason for going on... There was no reasonable explanation for her
decision.
In an adjunct after the verb'account': There are many elegant
theories to account for inflation.
9 You can sometimes use for when giving the reason that
something is the case or is done.
After an adjective: These employers were famous for their
meanness.
Alter a noun: ...the Cleveland man fighting his conviction for the
murder of his wife.
In an adjunct, oflben followed by an'-ing'clause: I hated him for
having humiliated me... He apologized for intruding... He was
arrested for assault. ...a situation in which infants die for lack of
elementary medical care.
l0 Ifyou give someone a present for their birthday or for some
other occasion, you give it to them because ofthat occasion.
In an adjunct: She'd received a camera for her four-teenth
birthday... What shall I get you for Christmas?
ll For is used af[er some words to indicate what a quality, thing,
or action relates to.
AfrLer an adjective: ...to make individuals respnsible for their own
safety... Be prepared for a little delay.
After a noun: Society has not found an acceptable substitut'e for the
family. ...a cure for rheumatism.
In an adjunct: Hilary wept for her dead friend. ...having optcd for
early retirement... I shop now at srycial boutiques which cater for
the fuller figure.
12 ltyou feel a particular emotion for someone or something, that
is how you feel about them.
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After a noun: ...fier hatred for her husband. ...our love for our
children.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by for:
admiration disdain enthusiasm nostalgia
affection dislike hatred partiality
affinity disregard love passion
appreciation disrespect lust predilection
contempt distaste mania weakness

After the adjective 'sorry': f feel sorry for him.
l3 You can also say that you feel a particular emotion for someone
when you feel it on their behalf.
After an adjective: 'It's quite a promotion.'-'Of course. I'm
delighted for you.'
14 You use for when you mention a person who is involved in an
action you are commenting on and whose viewpoint you are giving.
After an adjective or in an adjunct: She was aware she was making
it easy for them to trace the call... That can't have been very
pleasant for you... For me, killing you would create more problems
than it would solve.
15 You use for when you mention a person or thing in relation to
which something has too much, enough, or too little ofa quality.
Following'too' or 'enough': She wore frocks that were a bit too big
for her... He was too heavy for her to carry. ...a room large enough
for four to sleep in.
16 You use for when mentioning an aspect ofsomeone or
something that is surprising in relation to another aspect of them.
In an adjunct: She was tall for her age.
l7 You say that something lasts or continues for a period of time
when indicating how long it lasts or continues.
In an adjunct: The weather had been bad for several days... We
talked for quite a while... For years Mary was unable to find a job.
l8 You say that something goes or extends for a particular
distance when indicating how far it goes or extends.
In an adjunct: I walked for miles and miles... The queue stretched
for a thousand yards.
19 If something is planned for a particular time, it is planned to
happen at that time.
In an adjunct: The wedding was fixed for 76 June.
20 You use for when indicating how often something has happened
before. For example, if something happens for the second time, it
has happened once before.
In an adjunct: Before using a pan for tbe first time, wash it with a
sponge.
2l If you buy, sell, or do something for a particular amount of
money, you give or receive that amount ofmoney in exchange.
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In an adjunct: ...a paperback which he has bought for fifry cents...
He made an arrangement ta rent the proprty for a very small sum.
22 lf yov, pay or charge a particular amount of money for an object
or service, you give or request that amount ofmoney in exchange.
In an adjunct: He had paid $5,(NO for the boat.
2il You use for with 'every'when you give one part of a ratio.
After a number, or a number and a noun: It worked out at oae
tcacher for every extra 7(N pupils.
2l lfyou vote or argue for something, you vote or argue in favour
ofit, giving it your support.
In an adjunct: I'll never vote for him again.
After a noun: .Eleprorided no shred of evidene for thesc
allegations... The case for more equal relationship between
parents is strong.
25 Ifyou are for something, you support it and approve of it. For is
stressed in this use.
After'be': Are you for us or against us?
26 A word for another word or for a thing means the same as that
word, or refers to that thing.
After a noun: ...'ge', the Greek word for the earth... What's the
propr word for those things?

forward of
Something that is forward of a particular thing is near the front
or is further away from you than that thing; a formal expression.
In an adjunct or after 'be': The explosion had been in the No.7 cargo
hold just forward of the wing... The line should now be watched
carefully and held lightly between finger and thumb just forward of
the reel.
After a noun: The area forward of the valley favoured defene.

from
I You use from to indicate who or what is the source or provider of
something.
In an adjunct: Much of their support comes from the plitical \eft,...
The evidence for this comes from an interesting fossil specimen
found at Koobi Fora... He bought the car from Ford's of
Dagenham... I had inherited it from the late HarcId Haze.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by from:
beg cadge extort inherit wring
borrow come get obtain
buy elicit glean receive

After a noun: ...the ability ta evaluate information from a range of
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sourroes... He unearthed a bttle of eau-de-cologne, a present from a
woman admirer.
2 You use from when you say where someone or something started
off.
In an adunct or after'be': He came originally from the north-east of
England... He's from Philadelphia.
Alter a noun: We were joined by a friend of his, a man from Kansas
City. ...vessels made out of *mi-precious matcrials frpm the East.
3 You can use from to say where someone worka.
After'be': 'He's from the BBC,' Stephen said... He says he's from the
New Yorlr ?imes.
After a noun: On this prtnciple the man from the ministry
antinued tn visit me.
4 If someone or something moves or is moved from a place, they
leave it and go somewhere else.
In an adjunct: I met Mr Meyers, a kindly man who had come to
fuuth Africa from London many years before... Katc retrcated ftom
the window and dressed... Blood was streaming from the wound... I
produced my own watch from a pcket.
5 Ifa person or thing goes from place to place, they go to several
places. In literary English, this structure is also used to describe
leaving one particular place and going to another.
In an adjunct: ...wandering from room to room... Her head bobbed
from side to eide. ...on the day he'd been transferred from bedroom
to verandah. ...so unnerved that he could not pour the liquid from
bottle to glass.
6 Ifyou take one thing or person from another, you move that
thing or person so that they are no longer with the other or
attached to the other.'
In an adjunct: Children were taken forcibly frcm theb mothers...
Rcmove the crusts from the bread... A starling was busy detaching
the petals from an anemone.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by from:
cut disconnect separat€
detach remove take

7 Ifyou return from doing something, you return after doing it.
In an adjunct, often followed by an'-ing'clause: The men as yet had
not come back from fighting.
8 Ifyou are back from a place or activity, you have left it and
returned to your former place.
After'be back' or 'be home': ...a phone call telling her boss sie?I be
late back from lunch... When Harland was home from boarding
schml, the two of us would go shating birds. When had all the
family last been tagether with everyone back from university?
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Aftcr the adjective 'fresh': In walked Chris, ftesh ftom a dangerous
safari.
I Ifyou see something from a particular place, you are in that
place when you see it.
In an adjunct: From our cottage, we would see a dietant kitc awoop
down on its prey... Frcm behind his desk, he heard them pawing in
the corcidor... The city, viewed from hundreds of feet in the air, was
always full ofbustling activity.
10 Ifsomething hangs from an object, it is attached to it and hangs
underneath it.
In an adjunct: There, hanging from a peg, was a brand new
rainaat... She would toy with the black pearl that dangled from
her right ear.
1l You use from when giving the distance between two places.
After'be'or in an adjunct: The village was barely five miles from
the eastern outskirts ofCaen... The assault craft were less than a
mile from Omaha and Utah beaches... They lived in tents just a few
yards from the borden
12 You can use from when you are talking about the beginning of
a period of time or the first of a range ofthings.
In an adjunct or after 'be': She was to be in New York from June to
latc September... From now on, you are free to do as you like...
Entry fees vary from 50p to t5... We begin aunting from zcro
through to nine and then start all over again.
l3 If something varies from thing to thing or from one thing to
another, it is different in the case ofdifferent things.
In an adjunct: Fees may va4r from college to college... The policy on
public access varies from place to place... The effect ofa given dose
of poison will vary from one individual ta another... There were
radical design altcrations from edition to edition.
14 Ifsomeone or something changes from one thing to another,
they stop being or having the first thing and become or have the
second thing.
In an adjunct: ...a year which turned Gillian from a happy, gentle
Wrson to an embittered and depreased woman... Langaage
examinations will test the candidate's ability to translate ftom
German into English. ...when interest rates have fallen from 11 ta
70 per cent... The water turned from brown to gold. ...by
encouraging people to switrh from private to public transport.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by from:
change fall switch translate
convert graduate traneform turn

l5 If something is made from a particular substance, that
substance is used to make it.
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In an adjunct: Ropes were made from local flax. ...making soap from
coconut oil and wood ash.

16 You use from when saying that something is not the same as
something else.

After an adjective: You're quite a bit dilferent from what I
expected... Dvidently this is an altogether di[ferent picture ofthe
world from that which Newtnn had.
In an adjunct: The American plitical scene dilfers markedly from
that in Western Europ... How can you tcll a poisonous mushroom
from an edible one? ...his inability to distingtish his friends from
his enemies.
l7 You use from when mentioning the cause of something or the
reason for something.
In an adjunct: A number of illnesses have resulted from the misuse
of these compounds... We all got a tremendous amount of pleasure
from your visit... I realized you could die from a cut like that...
From my past exprience, I think I may safely assume that they
will not agree ta the plans.
l8 If something is hidden or protected frorn a person or thing, they
are not allowed to know, see, have, or harm it.
In an adjunct: He would never hide this fact from them... You know
that withholding information from me is a crime... Measures must
therefore b taken to protect pipework from corrosion.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by ftom:

guard
hide

conceal

l9 Ifyou free someone from a state, restriction, or oppressor, you
do something so that they are no longer affected by it.
In an adjunct: Today, with sophisticated machines, we can free man
from the harshness of work. . . Some said that he was eventually
re leased from i mpriso nment.
After an adjective: f am never really free from pain.
20 You use from to indicatc that something is being prevented or
forbidden.
In an adjunct, followed by an'-ing'clause: Atthe same time she'd
prevented me from moving around... A security guard in a paked
cap stopped me from leaving the building... Portable yellow metal
barriers kept vehicles from circulating in the strcets.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by from:
ban
bar
deflect

insulat€
keep
protect

detcr
discourage
disqualify

shelter
shield
withhold

dissuade
keep
prevent
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in
I Something that is in something else is enclosed by it or
surrounded by it. If you put something in a container, you move it
so that it is enclosed by the container.
In an adjunct or after'be': In the drawers of a large Italian
cupboard I found hundreds of letters... He gatherd up the photas
and put them back in his briefca*... Most babies have a wonderfitl
time in the bath... He loved ta bathe in the river... Billy Stcin and
Mary Breslow were in the car with him.
Aftcr a noun: Could he read the labels on packets in the stnre
cupboard?
Also used as an adverb: Water poured in over the side of the bat.
2 If something is in a place, it is there.
In an adjunct or after'be': There are three bottles in the kibhen...
Mrs Brown strolled in the park all aftcrnmn... Do you live in
London now? ...multinational an'prations basd in the Unitd
States.
After a noun: ?fte table in the kitchen had a tablecloth over it. ...the
luckiest man in the world.
3 A person in a piece ofclothing is wearing it.
After a noun: ...a small girl in a blue dress. ...an old woman in
black.
In an adjunct or after 'be':. ...when I see you walking along in yow
light-blue suit. ...a tall thin figure dressed in black... Hilary was in
her nightdress and dressing-gown.
4 Something that is covered in something else has that thing over
its surface.
In an adjunct, usually a.fter a past participle: The walls of her flat
are avered in dirt... Then I noticed that the lectcm was drapd in
wbite silk bedsheet-s... Wrap the loaf in some foil and bake for 15
minutes.
5 If something is in a document, book, play, or film, you can read it,
see it, or hear it there.
In an adjunct or after'be': You didn't mention them in yow lettcr...
The change that this entails will be illustrabd in the next
chapter... Their number is in the phone book.
After a noun: Like a man in a amedy fiIm, he pushed out his bare
arm and examined the large watch on his wrist.
6 When you see something in a mirror or other shiny surface, you
see its reflection.
In an adjunct: He loaked at himself in his shaving mirrcr.
After a noun: She was looking at reflections in the large minor on
her dressing-table. ...the face in the mirror.
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7 Something that is in a window is just behind it where you can see

it, inside the building.
In an adjunct or a{ter'be': There was a sign in the window
advertising a laundry marking machine... He stuck a postcr in his
window.
Alter a noun: ...the magazines in the window... She walked along
the pavement looking up at the light in his window.
8 If someone or something is in a group, they are part of it.
In an adjunct or after'be': Of course, we all enjoy the excitement of
being in a crowd... From the first, she was in a spcial category.
After a noun: I{e seemed set against most of the key people in the
company except me.
9 Ifyou are in something such as a play or a race, you are one ofthe
people taking part.
In an adjunct or after'be': He may be too small to compete in
games... I thought he showed real talent in'Hamlet'... He was
easily the best boxer in the tnurnament.
l0 Ifsomething happens in a particular year, month, or other
period of time, it happens during that time.
In an adjunct: I was born in 1910. ...when the grass dies back in
autumn... Joe returned to the village in the morning... ln the first
officer's absence, Demerest would do some of the first officer duties.
ll If you do something in a particular length of time, that is how
long you take to do it.
In an adjunct: I have walked between twenty and thirty miles in a
day.
12 If something will happen in a particular Iength of time, it will
happen after that length of time.
In an adjunct or after'be': The car should be here in ten minutes.
l3 If someone or something is in a particular state or situation,
they are experiencing it or being affectcd by it.
After'be'or in an adjunct: ...a man who was in an extreme state of
distress... Do not run if you are injured and in pain... I have a
feeling that she is in grave danger... A chance reunion with Charles
Boon would not, in normal circumstances, have gladdened Philip
Swallow's heart.
After a noun: The thought of a solution to the needs of 3 billion
people in crisis seems desperately absurd.
14 You use in to indicate that an emotion causes someone to do
something.
In an adjunct: He started leaping up and down in excitement... I
wondered if I could have misunderstood the arrangement in my
nervousness.
l5 You use in to indicate that when you do something, you do
something else as a consequence.
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In an adjunct, followed by an '-ing' clause: He bent down to kiss her
forehead. In doing so, he knocked her arm from the armrest.
16 You use in to indicate what something such as an action, belief,
or change relates to.
In an adjunct: Do you believe in ghosts?... She was revelling in her
newly acquired freedom. ...a fuller understanding of what is
happening in education.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by in:
assist
believe
collaborate
dabble
deal

embroil
engage
fail
gain
glory

implicate
indulge

involve
join
luxuriate
meddle
mediate

revel
share
specialize
wallow

interfere
intervene
invest

After a noun: ...developments in the motor vehicle industry during
1966-7. ..just as one acquires skill in golf or skiing or foreign
Ianguages... He had sent a note to the court expressing his
confidence in me.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by in:
belief decline fall say
boom decrease falling-off skill
breach delight fluctuation slump
catch development improvement stake
change diminution increase upsurge
confidence exercise interest voice
cut experiment part
cutback faith pride

After an adjective, often followed by an '-ing'clause: Are you
interested in Greek pottery?... I became increasingly involved in
politics... I think he was quite justified in refusing to help her.
17 You use in when indicating phat aspect of something you are
talking about.
In an adjunct: The electric eel grows to a metre and a half in
length... The leaves are rough and grey-green in colour... These
aspirations are not now primarily economic in character.
After a noun: ?}ere really was very little difference in their
appearance.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by in:
difference equality similarity
disparity inequality variation

18 Ifsomeone is in things of a particular kind or in a particular
type of work, that is what their work involves.
After'be': He used to be in films... I've been in this business my
whole life.
After a noun: Maths is no longer a prime requirement for a career
in accountancy.
l9 You use in to say how someone is expressing something.
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In an adjunct or after'be': He explained rapidly in French that he
had been visiting his girl... 'Eric!' cried Ralph in a shocked voice...
We're merely asking you to confirm in writing what you've already
told us... A message had been scrawled on the wall in chalk... The
letter was in French.
20 You use in to describe how certain people or things are
arranged.
In an adjunct: They stood round me in a circle... There were three
men standing in a close group by the lorry.
2l You use in to indicate roughly how many people or things do
something.
In an adjunct: ...sensors which would be relatively inexpensive to
install in large numbers... In their hundreds the people searched
and searched for facts about their ancestors.
22 You use in to indicatc roughly how old someone is.
After a noun: ...a stacky man in his thirties.
After'be': She was in her early forties.
23 You use in to introduce the larger number that is part of a ratio.
After a number, or a number and a noun: Only one in ten of the
residents is working-class... One man in five was unemployed.

in between
I If something is in between things, those things are on either side
of it.
In an adjunct or after'be': The horizon was like a sandbank, with
hollows in between the long blue crests... Scotland were always
able to get a man in between the ball and where we wanted it to fu.
Also used as an adverb: ...sets of apartments, with stairs in
between.
2 If you do something in between actions of some kind, you do it in
the intervals when you are not performing those actions.
In an adjunct: Elsa had cried all night, in btween bouts of telling
him that they were disgraced for life. ...tcnding the gardens, in
between visits to various bars.

including
You use including to mention specifically someone or something
that belongs to the group ofpeople or things you are referring to.
After a noun or an indefinite pronoun: Before long everyone,
including my mother, had joined in... There were half a dozen
plants, including a peach tree growing in a cotfee can... His house
had a piano in every room including the kitthen and bathrum.

42



incide

in favour of
1 Ifyou are in favour of something, you support it and believe that
it is a good thing to have or do.
After'be': The overwhelming majority of the French pople were
plainly in favour of resistance to the initiative... He was in favour of
the retention ofcapital punishment... I have always been in favour
of a voluntary incomes plicy.
In an adjunct: It has been the players who have spoken out strongly
in favour of shorter tours.
After a noun: What are the arguments in favour of school uniform?
2 Ifyou reject one thing in favour of another, you choose the
second thing.
In an adjunct: The party had rejected wholesale nationalisation in
favour of competitive, selective public enterprise... You will have to
temprarily abandon your own needs in favour of theirs.
3 If a situation or process is biased in favour of a group or thing, it
helps and supports it.
After an adjective: Coverage ofthe election had been biased in
favour ofthe Rcpublicans... The Act is biased in favour ofthe
employers, and is therefore deeply resented by the trade unions.
In an adjunct: ...discriminating in favour of women.

in front of
I If someone or something is in front of a particular thing, they
are near the front part of it.
In an adjunct or after 'be': Queues form ed in front of the glass
doors... Teddy's house was in front of them.
After a noun: ?he ma n in front of him looked sick.
2 If you do something in front of someone else, you do it when they
are present.
In an adjunct: I don't allow Chris to use that expression in front of
me... Thdy are frightened to make mistakes in front of their friends.

in lieu of
In lieu of something means instead of it, as a substitute or
alternative; a flormal expression.
In an adjunct: Most ofthem were ex-soldiers who had been given a
plot ofland in lieu ofa gratuity.

inside
The form inside of is also used in informal English, especially
American English.
I If someone or something is ineide a place or a container, they are
surrounded by its sides or boundaries.
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in spite of

In an adjunct or afLer'be': Melanie spends more of her life inside
prison than out... Put your barley inside a prous sack... At first he
thought he was inside a church.
After a noun: ?he hof liquor got to work on the chill inside them.
Also used as an adverb: The priest was allowed tn go inside.
2 Ifyou are inside an organization, you are part ofit and so have
knowledge or powers connected with it.
In an adjunct: Do we want to stay inside Europe? ...whether they
should work inside the Labour Party to move it in a left,wards
direction.
Alter a noun: ?herr con tact inside the Swiss Intelligence Service
offrce in Berne believes that this was the case.
3 If you say that somebody has a feeling inside them, you mean
that they have this feeling but have not expressed it.
In an adjunct or after'be': Fury continually rose inside me... Inside
him is a vacuum, cold as space.
After a noun: f felt the happiness inside me expanding.
4 If something is inside a door, it is in a building, near the door.
In an adjunct or after 'be': He set the basket just inside the door of
his hut.
5 If you do something inside a particular amount of time, you do it
before that amount of time has passed.
In an adjunct: I was back inside twenty seconds... I'll have some
men there inside of fifteen minutcs.

in spite of
I You use in spite of to introduce something which makes the
situation or event you are mentioning seem surprising.
In an adjunct: British Rail said the scheme was working well, in
spite ofearly confusion... In spite ofthe threat ofwar, he says he
remains confident that peace is possible.
2 Ifyou do something in spite ofyourself, you do it although you
did not really mean to or expect to.
In an adjunct: Monis was intrigu.ed in spitc of himself.

instead of
Ifyou have or do one thing instcad of another, you have or do the
first thing and not the second, although the second is more usual, or
is expected or preferable.
In an adjunct, often followed by an '-ing' clause: He was wearing a
scarfinstead ofa tie... He accepted the realities instead ofresisting
them... It pays i* sta{f 60p a mile if they travel by bicycle instead of
by car.
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into
I Ifsomeone or something goes into a place, thing, or group, they
are then in it or part of it.
In an adunct: He got into bed... I had ta go into town on some
business. ...plans ta introduce investment and tcchnology into Hong
Kong... The river runs into the ocean... The need for low energy
ansumption should be incorporated into our building regtlations.
Alter a noun: Chances of acceptance into the San Diego community
are becoming more and more remote.
2 If someone or something crashes into something, they collide
with it forcefully.
In an adjunct: He missed his footing and crashed into the fence...
Horch swerved and smashed into a low wall.
3 You use into when saying that someone or something starts
being in a particular state or being involved in an activity.
In an adjunct: He dozed offinto a fitful sleep... The project ran into
difficulties... I didn't want to go intn politics, but I felt I had to.
...going into combat.
4 You can use into with some verbs when you are saying that
someone is made or persuaded to do something.
In an adjunct, often followed by an Ling' clause: She did not want to
stay on, but I talked her into it... I bullied Mother into giving up
that awful job in Plymouth... Don't try to con the doctor into
prescribing a tranquill izer.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by into:
brainwash con galvanize push trick
bully deceive lull seduce wheedle
coax delude mislead shame
c@rce frighten pressurize talk

5 If something changes or is made into a new form, it then has this
form.
In an adjunct: It takes radiation from the sun and converts it into
electricity... It was divided into two sections... He swept a double
armful of sand into a pile.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by into:
blosmm develop make turn
change divide metamorphose
convert evolve transform
degenerate grow translate

6 When someone changes into clothes of some kind, they put them
on.
In an adjunct: I toak offmy fancy clothes and changed into slacks...
Thomas undressed and got into a clean suit.
7 You use into to indicate what is being investigated.
After a noun: f embarked on a philosophical enquiry into post-war
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world affairs... ..a number of interesting psychological insights into
a child's approach to language.
In an adjunct: Mr Channon said this was a good, valid point, and he
would look into it... It is only now that I have ventured to delve into
the deeper meaning ofhistory.
8 If you lay into someone or tear into them, you attack them or
criticize them.
In an adjunct: I was going to lay into her but the other two girls
grabbed my arms... I tore into them, asking why they were there.
9 Ifone thing blends or merges into another, there is no clear
division between the two things.
In an adjunct: One day blended into another... Where the land is
drier, the vegetation merges intn heather moorland.
10 If something continues into a period of time, it continues until
after that period oftime has begun.
In an adjunct: ...a shift of balance which will continue into the mid
1990s. ...a behaviour pattern lasting into adulthood.
11 Ifsomeone is into a particular type ofthing, they are very
interested in it or like it a great deal; an informal use.
After'be': Teenagers are into those romantic novels.

irrespective of
If something is true or happens irrespective of a particular factor,
that factor does not affect the situation.
In an adjunct: Severe steps will be taken against those respnsible,
irrespective oftheir rank... There was to be a flat rate charge for
each individual, irrespective ofwhere they lived.

like
I If someone or something is like another person or thing, they
have similar characteristics.
After a Iink verb: I don't belong here, Mother-I'm not like you...
He looked like a sheepdog... I felt like a burglar.
After a noun: f'd love to have a room like yours... He even showed
something like initation at times.
2 If you ask what something or someone is like, you are asking for
a description or opinion ofthat thing or person.
After a link verb: 'What is Summerhill like?'-'Well, for one thing,
lessons are optional.'... I do believe she forgot what he looked like.
3 You can use like when giving an example of the kind of thing you
have just mentioned.
After a noun: In crowded places like ports and air terminals you
must take care of your luggage... Wood chips are used in a range of
building products like chipboard and thermal insulation.
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4 You can also use like to indicate that someone or something is in
the same situation as another person or thing.
In an adjunct: Like many latge women, she felt pressured into
hiding her size... He, like everybody else, had worried abut it.
5 Ifsomeone behaves or is treated like a particular thing, their
behaviour or treatment is similar to the behaviour or treatment of
that thing.
In an adjunct: I've watched them like a hawk... The protesters were
rounded up like cattle by the police.

minus
Minus a particular part or thing means with that part or thing
missing or removed.
In an adjunct: Within an hour I was back in Fairacre, minus two
back teeth and brimming with thankfulness... One lawyer wants
publication ofthe report, minus any details that couldjeopardize
national security.
After a noun: ...a large chair (minus a castoil.

neaT
The form near to is also used, especially for paragraphs 2 and 4.
Near has the comparative form nearer and the superlative form
nearest.
I If someone or something is near a place or thing or near to it,
they are only a short distance from it.
In an adjunct or after 'be': IIe stood near the door... He had been
staying with an aunt who lived near Beachy Head... They were
near to the French frontier.
After a noun: f'm in a telephone box near Victaria Station.
Also used as an adverb: The community centre is quite near.
2 Ifyou are near to a situation or state or near it, you are almost
in that situation or state.
After a link verb or in an adjunct, often followed by an'-ing'clause:
Many millions of people are near to starvation... I came near to
killing him... The scheme is near completion... She sounded unlike
herself, near tears.
3 If something happens near a particular time or near to it, it
happensjust before orjust after it.
In an adjunct: Sow the seed as near the lst April as you are able...
The President's Reception is always held near the start ofthe
academic year.
4 If something is similar to something else, you can say it is near
to it or near it.
After'be' or in an adjunct: Danny is as near to a brother as I ever
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had... Most views wete fairly near the truth,.. There was one
incident that came quite near to the *ience fiction fantasies.
After a noun: She now feels a more amplicated emotion-near to
re*ntment.
5 If something is near a particular amount or near to it, it is a
little less or more than that amount.
After'be': Bank overdraft rates, abeady down ta about 18.5 per
cent, should soon be near 78 per cent... The actual number of
sulferera may well be nearer half a million.
After a noun: ...at temperatures nearer 7000 degrees C.

next to
I If one thing is next to another, it is at the side of it.
In an adunct or after te': He sat down next toJuris... Her room
was next to Marcus's room.
After a noun: ...the building next to the old chapel.
2 You can say that next to one thing, another thing is the best or
most important as a way of indicating what has second place.
In an adjunct: Next to love Watteau cared most about music... Next
to radicalism, religion was the moet important factor.

notwithstanding
Notwithetanding a particular thing means although that thing
exists or occurs; a formal word.
In an adjunct: They mirror each other's expience in certain
respects, notwithstanding all the differences in age and
personality... She fails ta mention that, notwithstanding the
legislation, Canada loses far more days through strikes than the
UK.
AIso used after what it applies tn: Modern computers, inefficient
software notwithstanding, still process data far quicker than
brains.

of
I You use of after nouns referring to amounts or groups to show
what substance or thing is involved.
Aftcr a noun: ...a bit of paper. ...three pints of boiling watcr. ...a cup
of tea. ...a complicated set of rules.
2 You use of to indicate what group something belongs to or what
thing a part or amount belongs to.
After a pronoun, number, or noun: Several of my fingers were still
painful. ...three of his poems. ...the younger of the two women. ...a
member of Mr Kuria's family. ...at the top of the hill. ...the family
home, where the novelist wrote much of her later work.
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3 You also use of when mentioning a date, to indicate what month
a day occurs in.
After an ordinal number: ...the 17th of June.
4 You also use of after nouns such as 'kind'or 'sort'to indicate
what general type or group you are talking about.
After a noun: ...tiis new kind of dictionary... Certain types of people
come down with certain kinds of ailments.
5 You also use of a{ter nouns such as'version'and'form'to indicate
what basic thing you are talking about.
After a noun: ...my version of the story... Adair sent me a copy of
this letter.
6 You use of to indicate who or what a thing or quality belongs to
or is connected with.
After a noun: ...the rights of citizens. ...the smell of the wet garden.
...the importance of the decision. ...the King of Spain.
7 Of is also used to indicate that someone has a quality or
characteristic like the one that a type ofperson or thing has; a
literary use.
After a noun: Every on e of my volunteers is a man filled with the
courage of a lion... His eyes were the eyes of a drunkard and a
fanatic.
t You use of to indicate what something relates to or concerns.
After a noun: ...hermemories of her childhood there... There was no
sign of danger. ...the real cause of the crisis. ...the Department of
Employment.
9 You use of with some verbs to indicate something else involved in
the action, especially when the action involves knowledge or
communication, having a qhality or attitude, or removal.
In an adjunct: Curley had informed them of his intention... He
smelled of soap... She did not approve of the decision... Only a

disastrous tactical mistake can deprive him of victary.
Here are some intransitive verbs which are typically followed by
of:
approve conceive dispoee learn smell
beware consist dream partake speak
boast despair hear savour think
complain disapprove know smack weary

Here are some transitive verbs which are typically followed by of:
absolve avail convince divest warn
accuse balk cure inform
acquit cheat denude make
advise cleanse dePrive notifY
assure convict disabuse purge

lO You use of with some adjectives to indicat€ the thing that a
feeling or quality relates to.
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Aft,er an adjective, oftpn followed by an'-ing'clause: He was not
afraid ofcontroversy... I'm very proud ofwhat Bobby has achieved...
We like ta think that sport is one area free of prejudice... He is
capable ofdoing much better.
Here are some adjectives which are typically followed by of:

afraid
appreciative
apprehensive
ashamed
aware
bare
beloved
bereft
capable
certain
characteristic
conscious

devoid
distrustful
empty
enamoured
envious
expressive
fearful
fond
forgetful
free
frightened
full
guilty
ignorant

impatient
incapable
independent
indicative
insensible
intolerant
jealous
mindful
neglectful
neruous
oblivious
poesessed
protective
proud

ecar€d
sceptical
scornful
ehort
unafraid
unaware
uncertain
uncharactcristic
unconscious
unaure
unworthy
wary
weary
worthy

contemptuous
critical

I I You use of with nouns referring to actions to specify the person
or thing that is affected by the action or that performs the action.
For example, 'the kidnapping ofa child' refers to an action alfecting
a child;'the arrival ofthe next train'refers to an action performed
by a train.
Aft,er a noun: Ife called for the removal of the ban. ...guidelines for
the control ofdogs in public places. ...the emergence ofa strong
centre party. ...the death of George Gershwin.
12 You can also uee of to specify something that occurs and is
experienced.
After a noun: ...an attack of fod poisoning... Jocasta felt a sudden

Pang ofregret.
l3 You also use of to indicate what Bomeone you are referring to
creates, alfects, or ha6 a particular attitude towarde.
After a noun: ...rhe orB'a nizer of the protest. ...suppfiers of the
propsal. ...the owners of the oil tanker.
14 You can sometimes use of to indicatc a characteristic or quality
that someone or something has.
Alter a noun: ...a lady of great charm and intelligene. ...matcrial of
the frnest quality.
Aftcr'be': Such international succesees are of ansiderable
imprtance... These lecturcs are designed to be of general interest
tn students.
l5 You use ofwhen indicating how old someone is or how great an
amount is.

After a noun: ...a man of forty... TIrerc has fun a sales increasc of
75 per cent.
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16 You use of to indicate the materials or things that form
something.
After a noun: ...two room s divided by a partition of glas and wd...
Sprinlrle them with a mixture of cinnamon and eugar.
After the participle 'made': ...a little hat made of wool.
t7 You also use of with nouns such as'gasp'and'ehriek'to indicate
the feeling that causee a reaction.
Aftera noun: Ilegave agaspof amazement....acryof despair.
.18 You also use of to say exactly what something is.
After a noun, often followed by an'-ing'clause: ...strong feelings of
jealousy... Sfie must address the problem of arntption. ...the joy of
seeing her name at the top of the batd.
19 You use of in front of dates and periods of time to indicate when
the thing you are referring to happened.
After a noun: IIe /ost his seat in the election of 1974. ...the great
conflicts ofthe past ten years.
Z) You use of after nouns referring to the time that an event
occurred to indicate what the event was.
After a noun: ?he olficial explanation given at the time of the crash
was pilot error. ...on the day of the funeral.
2l You also use of to say what illness or injury caused someone's
death.
In an adjunct: The hospital said Miss Garbo died of heart failure.
22 You also use ofbefore a word referring to the person who
performed an action when saying what you think about the action.
After an adjective: I think it's very nice of him to take it on... I'm
sorry about this morning-it was stupid of me.

off
I If something moves or is moved off something else, it comes away
so that it is separate and no longer on the other thing.
In an adjunct: He had almost fallen off his stool laughing... She
walked off the stage... He wiped his fingerprints off the tap... Add
mustard powder to the washing-up water to get the smell of fish off
silver.
Also used as an adverb: Even if I did fall ofi I shouldn't hurt
myself.
2 When you get offa bus, train, or plane, you leave it.
In an adjunct: Just get oIf the train at Byfleet... She r's not to be
allowed offthe aeroplane for any reason.
After a noun: ?he frst person ollthe bus was Miss Maude Bentley.
Also used as an adverb: When the train stnppd at a small station,
he got off.
3 Ifyou keep offa street or a piece ofland, you do not go on it.
In an adjunct: Nothing could keep us otlthese roads.
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Also used as an adverb: ...a notice saying'Keep otf.
4 If something is offa coast, it is out in the sea, but near land.
In an adjunct or after 'be':. Last night the ship was about 120 miles
off the aast of Argentina. ...a ship which sank otlthe aast of
Devon last month... There were masses of fish feeding right off the
beaches.
After a noun: We stopped at an island just off the Gofiam shore.
5 If a building is offa road or square, it is in a street which joins
that road or Bquare.
After a noun: f,le had gone tn the flat offSouth Audley Street. ...a
complex of nondescript buildings oIf the Boulevard Mortier.
Alter'be': My olfice is just offthe Strand.
6 Ifyou are off work, you are not working because you are ill.
AIter'be': Men are frequently ollwork with newous headaches.
Also used as an adverb: His secretary's ofltoday.
7 Ifyou keep offa subject, you deliberately avoid talking about it.
In an adjunct: She kept offthe subject ofCollingdeane.
8 If you are olf something, you have stopped liking it; an informal
use.
In an adjunct or after'be': I'm right off sweet things at the moment.
I If an amount of money is taken off the price of an itcm, the price
is reduced by that amount.
In an adjunct or after a noun: Some m akers are cutting hunfuds of
pounds off the big-selling medium-range models... Debenhams
olfered 20 to 25 pr cent ollselected purchases.
Also used as an adverb: All furniture at 20% off.
l0 If you get something off someone or somewhere, you obtain it
from that person or place; an informal use.
In an adunct: Who did you buy the trumpet ofl?... ...a picture that
we had bought offa stall in the Portabello Raad.
l1 If you live offa particular kind of food or money, you eat it or
use it to live. If a machine runs off a particular kind of fuel or
power, it uses it in order to function.
In an adjunct: He hadbeen living off savings accumulatcd in the
previous season. ...machines which run o(f batteries.
12 When a radio or television station stops broadcasting, you can
say that it goes offthe air.
In an adjunct or after 'be': Iacal radio goes oflthe air at midnight...
They'll be oflthe air until 7 tomorrow morning.

on
The form upon can sometimes also be used, but is a more formal
word.
I If you are standing or resting on or ulxrn something, it is
underneath you and is supporting your weight.
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In an adjunct or after 'be': He went quietly downstairs and stood on
the terrace... On the table were hie keys and his pocket-book...
There was a photograph of a beautiful girl on Daintry's desk... He
sat upon the sweet, cool, grassy verge.
After a noun: Suddenly, the telephone on the table behind her
rings.
2 If you put something on or upon a surface, you move it so that it
is then supported by the surface.
In an adjunct: I put a hand on his shoulder... She flung herselfon
the floor... He wanted to lay bis hand upon her sleeve.
3 Ifyou are on a bus, plane, train, or ship, you are travelling in it.
In an adjunct or after'be': He had come out on the bus to visit his
friend... As soon as she was on the train, she opened the box.
After a noun: 'Musf be pretty hard to stay detached,'a man on the
plane to San Francisco said.
Also used as an adverb: A bus came, and several people got on.
4 lfthere is something on or upon a piece ofpaper, it has been
written or printed there.
In an adjunct or after'be': He wrote some figtres on the chart..- He
opened up the paper. There was writing on it in pencil.
After a noun: We sti,ll don't really know what helps children to
recognize words on a page.
5 You use on or upon when saying what part ofyour body is
supporting your weight.
In an adjunct or after'be':. Alan lay on his back and stared at the
ceiling... He was leaning on his elbow... She was on her hands and
knees under a bench.
6 Ifyou are on an area ofland, you are there.
In an adjunct or after'be': I was born on Honshu, the main island...
The hotel was on a hi[l... They worked on the estate of a rich
nobleman.
After a noun: ...the beaches on the eastern coast. ...a tdnant on a
farm six miles from town.
7 If a building is on a road, it islreXt to it.
In an adjunct or after'be': Sophie Clark lived on Huntingdon
Avenue... The building was on a corner.
After a noun: ...the house on Sixty-second Street.
8 Ifsomething is on or upon a vertical surface, a ceiling, or an
object, it is dtashedlo it or is_tiiicklnglq it.
In an adjunct or after 'be':. ...the photographs that Mrs Gomez had
stuck on the classroom wall... There was sweat upon his forehead...
He notices she is wearing a cross on a chain around her neck.
After a noun: ...Iookin g up at the light fixture on the ceiling.
'On'can also be used as an adverb: I can cmk and sew buttonson for
you.
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9 Ifyou hurt yourselfon something, you accidentally hit a part of
your body against it.
In an adjunct: He fell over and hit his head on the piano.
l0 You can indicate when something happens by saying that it
happens on a particular day or part ofa day.
In an adjunct or after'be': She died on 2 June 1962... We had driven
down to Garrod's farm on Sunday morning.
After a noun: ...aIter the annual meeting on November 20.
ll You use on or upon when mentioning an event that was
followed by another one.
In an adjunct, often followed by an'-ing'clause: On reaching the
tent Don and Dougal told me they had reached the top of the ridge
that day. ...the money that lvan had given him on his anival...
They grew up overnight upon starting scbool.
12 If something is done on an instrument or machine, it is done
using that instrument or machine.
In an adjunct: I was putting away the dishes while she played
Chopin on the piano... 'Broadloom'carpets are woven on a loom
over six feet wide.
l3 If something is being broadcast, you can say that it is on the
radio or television.
In an adjunct or after'be': It was a song that had been on the radio a
lot that wintcr... It's the sort of thing you hear on the radio.
After a noun: Cigarette advertising on television and radio was
banned.
Also used as an adverb: Is there anything good on tonight?
14 If something is done on or upon a particular system, principle,
or basis, that is the way it is done.
In an adjunct: These traps were constructed on the same principle
as mouse traps.
15 Someone who is on a drug takes it regularly.
After'be': The child should be on continual, regular medication to
pre v e nt ne w i nfections.
16 Ifyou live on or upon a particular kind offood, you eat i!. Ifa
machine runs on a particular kind of fuel or power, it uses it in
order to function.
In an adjunct: He lived on berries and wild herbs... Not all bats feed
on insects. ...dining on smoked mackerel and coleslaw... The
refrigerator ran on gas.
l7 Ifyou are on a particular kind ofincome, that is the kind of
income you have.
In an adjunct or after'be': ...the problems of bringing up childrcn on
a low wage.
After a noun: ...workerson low incomes.
l8 If you are on a committee or council, you are a member of it.
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Aftcr 'be' or in an adjunct: Both of them are on the Executive
Committee... There were no women sitting on the Central
Committee.
After a noun: ...the black people on the committee.
19 [f something is on a list, it is included in it.
After 'be'or in an adjunct: The size oftelephone directories and the
vandalization oftelephone kiosks may also be on the agenda...
You're not on my list of suspects... Few teachers put examination
achievement high on their list of important objectives.
Afrber a noun: ...the topics on the agenda.
20 You use on to indicate that someone is doing something,
especially travelling.
In an adjunct or alter 'be': ...when Chris and I were on a trip to
Canada... They decided to go on a shopping expedition... A few
summers ago ltalian friends invited me on a cruise through the
Greek Islands... On my other visit I was bolder.
After a noun: ... r'fyou are a student on a ful l-ti me course.
21 You use on or upon with some words to indicate what
something affects, relates to, or involves, especially when talking
about actions involving compulsion, dependence, or emphasis.
In an adjunct: Financial penalties should not be imposed on
parents... Another dinner was forced upon Kitty... Force was used
on inmates... It sounded as if his Mum relied on him to do most of
the housework... I walked to the station instead of spnding money
on a taxi... I viewed it with distrust, verging on panic.
Here are some transitive verbs which are typically followed by on:
base confer impose model
bestow foist inflict spend
blame force lavish

Here are some intransitive verbs which are typically followed by
on:
bet
build
capitalize
check
choke
concentrate

focue
frown

count
depend
eavesdrop
economize
embark
encroach

impinge
impose

insist
intrude
lean
pivot

plan
prevail
rely
aSve
settle
verge

improve
infringe

gamble
hinge

After a noun: ?he elFect on Mr fuss was catastrophic... The ban on
publicity may now be litted. ...attacks on the State. ...the emphasis
upon the young.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by on:
assault burden emphasis moratorium
attack claim focus onslaught
attempt constraint infringement rcstriction
ban elfect limit sanctions
boycott embargo limitation
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After an adjective, sometimes followed by an'-ing'clause: The poor
are more deryndent on the rich than ever before... I was keen on
politics. ...those intent on running away.
Here are some adjectives which are typically followed by on:

adamant contingent
dependent

fair
hard
hooked

bent
incumbent unfair
intent
keenconditional easy

22 Books, discussions, or ideas on or upon a particular subject are
concerned with that subject.
After a noun: ...a debate on education. ...information on air
pollution. ...advice on marketing and planning.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by on:

advice debate judgement perspective
agreement decision lecture remark
bmk ideas legislation report
comment information outlook verdict

In an adjunct: He just took the text and commented on it.
...meditating upon the bliss of divine union.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by on:

advise dwell meditate reflect vote
agree elaborate muse remark
comment expand ponder report
decide lecture pFonounce speculate

23 If you spend time on something, you spend time doing it,
making it, or dealing with it.
In an adjunct: He was working on a book. ...men engaged on
government wotk.
After a noun: ...substandard work on dam projects.
24 If you congratulate or compliment someone on something that
they have done or that they have, you express your admiration of it.
In an adjunct: In the locker room later, Thomas congratulated him
on his victoty... After complimenting me on my work, he informed
me of the new ailangements.
25 Ifyou round or set on or upon someone, you start criticizing
them or attacking them.
In an adjunct: Arthur rounded on her, eyes gleaming through his
glasses... He then turned on Daniel and said he must be mad... I
was set upon by older boys and given a beating every morning.
26 Ifyou stumble or chance on or upon something, you discover it.
In an adjunct: He felt certain that he had stumbled on something
important... Castle began to regret that he had chanced on that
poem... Eventually they came upon a dilapidated shack.
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on account of
If something happens on account of something else, that is the
reason for it happening.
In an adjunct: Her parents had been put to death on account oftheir
faith... She was despised on account of her sex... Nfnatural pollen
can grow on acaunt of inadequate summer rainfall.

on board
Ifyou are on board a boat, aircraft, or spacecra(t, you are on it or
in it.
In an adjunct or after'be': You knew why I wanted to come on board
the Exodus... They informed us that a certain Frank Rogers was on
board this aircraft.
After a noun: ...anxiety over the amount of uranium on board the
satellite.
Also used as an adverS: I had intended to stay on board.

onto
I If someone or something moves onto or is put onto a horizontal
object, the object is then underneath them and supporting them.
In an adjunct: He fell back onto my bed... She threw her books
violently onto the floor... He then poured the beans onto the toast
from a saucepan... She put the teapot back onto the warm stnve.
2 Ifsomething is fastened or put onto an object, it is then attached
to it or stays on its surface.
In an adjunct: She screwed the top back onto her sent bttle. ...a
black handbag with seguins sewn onto it. ... He digs his fingers into
the black greasepaint and begins smearing it onto his face. ...a
ancealed bulb which threw theatrical beams of light onto the
ceiling.
3 When you get onto a bus, train, or plane, you enter it in order to
travel somewhere.
In an adjunct: She watched the pople get onto the train... Slipping
past his pursuers, he hurled himself onto the train.
4 If you hold onto something, you hold it firmly.
In an adjunct: He held onto Lucas's hand... Hang onto that rope
whatever happens.
5 Ifa speaker gets onto or moves onto a different subject, they
begin talking about it.
In an adjunct: Then he moves onto the next item... Yeah, I'm
coming onto that.
6 lf a door opens or gives onto a place, or if a building backs onto a
place, it is next to that place.
In an adjunct: French doors opened onto the tenace... The dmr gave
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onto a flagged path which skirted the house... The gardens and the
houses backing onta them formed the main horizon.
7 If someone is onto something, they are about to make a
discovery; an informal use.
After 'be', usually followed by 'something': It seemed that Sabine
was onto something, otherwise she would hardly have called
Nancy... The police may make mistakes, but when they act this
swiltly they're onto a sure thing.
8 Ifsomeone is onto you, they have discovered that you are doing
something illegal or wrong; an informal use.
After 'be': Don't forget. I'm onto you, Mrs Bliss.

on top of
I If something is situated or put on top of something else, it is
situated or put over it or on its highest part.
In an adjunct or after 'be': S/re took down the box of games which
sat on top ofthe green wooden cupboard... Place the mackerel on
top of the cucumber... Newman laid the card on top of the counter.
Aftcr a noun: ...the globe on top of the building.
2 If something happens or exists on top of something else, it
happens or exists in addition to it, often causing further problems.
In an adjunct: On top ofthat, there had been a newspaper strike in
America... She was even doing an Open University course on top of
everything else... My father had several hundred pounds a year
private income on top ofthat.
3 Ifyou are on top of a situation, you are dealing with it
successfully.
After'be': Slre was composed, eager, and on top of every situation...
No batsman this afternoon was ever truly on top ofthings.

opposite
The form opposite to is also used for paragraph 1, but is less
frequent.
I Ifone thing is opposite another, it is on the otherside ofa space
from it.
In an adjunct or after'be' There is a statue opposite the entrance...
The road widens, you may note, opposite the Old Bailey... She was
thinking more of Mary now than she did when she lived opposite to
her.
After a noun: ...a small house opposite a pub.
Also used as an adverb: Opposite is St. Paul's Church.
2 Ifone actor stars with another in a film or play, you can say that
the first plays oppositc the second.
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out of
ln an adjunct: Tuo years later, she played opposite Anthony Quinn
t n I he Biblical epic 'Barabbas'.

other than
I You use otherthan, usuallyaftera negative, to introduce the
only thing or person involved in a particular situation.
After a noun or an indefinite pronoun: The fact is I don't have a
thing w'ith me other than this coat... I was so tired that I could
think of nothing other than my cabin and my bunk... No fat other
than butter is acceptable in these products.... There was a
reluctance to talk abut their reports to anyone other than
colleagues.
2 You also use other than when you want to specify a group which
includes everything ofa particular type except the thing
mentioned.
After a noun or an indefinite pronoun: Forensic science is in fact
applied most frequently to crimes other than murder. ...reruiting
students from groups other than the conventional pl of bright
sixth-formers.

out of
I l[ vou go out of a place, you leave it.
In an adjunct: Paul got out of the car... He followed Rhoda out of tlrc
room... A girl came out of the darway on the left.
After'be': Once they were out of the air-anditioned restaurant, the
smog hurt Stein's eyes.
2 If ,vou take something out of the container or place where it has
been, you remove it so that it is no longer there.
In an adjunct: He took a bag of money out of an inner pcket... She
took a rug out ofher case.
3 Ifyou look or shout out ofa window, you look or shout away from
the room where you are towards the outside.
ln an adjunct: Mark Parker lnked out of the window... Yet she
would not stop shouting out of the window.
4 If you are out of range of something, you are beyond the limits of
that range.
After 'be' or in an adjunct: ...anxiously turning to ensure that Luke
r+,as still out of earshot... She watched until they were out of sight.
5 I f you are out of the sun or the wind, you are sheltcred from it.
In an adjunct or after 'be': Corne in out of the rain... We could go up
there a bit. Be out ofthe wind.
6 If vou get out of a situation or activity, you are then no longer in
that situation or involved in that activity.
ln an adjunct: There's still a lot ta do if we are to get out of trcuble.
. . un/ess thev elect to opt out of the scheme... I should have talked
hcr out ot' tl. 
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After 'be': I was glad to be out of a bad marriage.
7 If you get pleasure or profit out of doing somethinB, you get it as
a result ofdoing that thing.
In an adjunct, often followed by an'-ing'clause: He obviously got a
sort ofjoy out ofit... She got a lot offun out ofsweeping the front
porch of the restaurant... I never made a pnny out of it.
8 If you get something out of someone, you persuade them to give
it to you.
In an adjunct: He stands no chance ofgetting a loan out ofthem...
She flattered Seery and wheedled money out ofhim.
I lf you pay for something out of a particular sum of money, you
use some of that money to pay for it.
In an adjunct: I was paying for Forio out of eight punds a week...
The relatives do not have to pay these debts out oftheir own income
or savings.
l0 You use out of to say why someone does something.
In an adunct: I said yes out ofpoliteness... She acceptcd thejob out
of curiosity... He used to make large donations outof a sense of
duty... Those who remain in primitive housing do so out of poverty
alone.
ll If something is made out of a particular substance or thing, that
substance or thing is used to make it.
In an adjunct: They make sandals out of old car tyres. ...a club made
out of an old piece of drifr,wood... Men chisel blocks out of sol id rock.
12 Ifyou are out ofa type ofthing, you no longer have any ofit.
In an adjunct or alter'br-':. Many of them have simply run out of
money... We ought to get some more wood-we're out of green
branches.
13 You use out of when indicating what proportion of a group of
things you are talking about.
After a number: Four out of five part-time workers are women... In
one group, eight out often were unemployed.

outside
The form outside of is also used in informal English, especially
American English.
I If you are outside a building or a room, you are not inside it, but
you are quite close to it.
In an adjunct or after'be': Crowds waited outside the Town Hall for
three o'clock... I can't risk the painting going outside the building.
After a noun: One of the news-stands outside the station was full of
foreign papers and magazines.
Also used as an adverb: They stood outside discussin g the matter.
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2 If someone or something is outside a door, they are not inside a
building or room but are near its door.
In an adjunct or after'be': There was no-one outside the door.
3 Ifpeople or things are outside a place, area, group, or system,
they are not in it or are not part of it.
ln an adjunct or after'be': Not many people have heard of him
outside Blackheath... More women than ever are working outside
the home... What I've learnt, I've learnt outside of school anyway.
...the schools operating outside the system.
After a noun: ...rnfluential people both inside and outside
government....sa/es to countries outside the EEC.
4 Something that is outside a particular range of things is not
included within it.
After 'be': It was so far outside my range of expectations.
After a noun: Art and science are both uniquely human actions,
outside the range ofanything that an animal can do.
5 Something that happens outside a particular period of time
happens before or after that period.
In an adjunct: You can deposit and withdraw money outside normal
banking hours... The fare is cheaper outside ofpeak hours.

ovef
I If one thing is over another or is moving over it, the first thing is
directly above the second.
In an adjunct or after'be':. We drew water to heat over an open
fire... There is no bridge over the river. ...crouching over a silent
keyboard... Over the valley, a full moon was rising... He flew on
over the school house.
Also used as an adverb: There's an aircraft, mming over.
2 If there is something over something else, the first thing is
covering the second.
In an adjunct or after 'be': ?he blindfold was tied over Ari's eyes... I
laid my coat over a nearby barrel. ...as we ate the crumpets, with
butter oozing deliciously over our fingers... The ashes were dumped
all over the floor.
3 Ifyou wear one piece ofclothing over another, the first piece of
clothing is closer to the outside than the second.
In an adjunct: The vicar wore a red and whitejacket over his
clerical shirt.
4 Ifa window has a view over a place, you can see the place from
that window.
In an adjunct: High windows looked out over a soft green wooded
park... Jim Hess looked out over his country.
After a noun: Most rooms have a view over fields.
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5 If someone or something moves over an area or place, they move
across the surface from one side towards the other.
ln an adjunct'. ...riding his bicycle over everyone's lawns... They
scrambled away over the rocks... We drove back over the hills to the
San Fernando Valley.
6 Ifyou go over something such as a river or boundary, you cross
it.
In an adjunct: His Police Jaguar roared over the river in the
direction of the village... Then German refugees began puring over
the border into Denmark.
7 Ifsomething is on the opposite side ofa road, river, or border, you
can say it is over the road, river, or border.
After'be': The post office is just over the road.
After a noun: My son's doing better than I am-in that shop cver
the road.
8 Ifyou look over something, you look across the top of it.
In an adjunct: Her husband watched her over the top ofhis
magazine... He smiled over Gant's shoulder at the woman.
9 Ifsomeone or something gets over a barrier, they go across the
top of it.
In an adjunct: He was caught bfore he could jump over the wall...
Dan toppled backwards over the sofa.
l0 If someone or something is over a particular age or amount,
they are more than that age or amount.
After a noun: Children over the age ofone year start their colds
with a sudden high temperature... What about those over six foot
who have to squeeze themselves into a cinema seat?
After'be': She's well over school leaving age.
Also used as an adverb: Ifyou are 70 or over you can get your
pension whether you have retired or not.
1 I If you can influence or control people or things, you have
influence or control over them.
After a noun: Speciah'sts disagree on the extent of American
influence over the British market. ...man's domination over his
environment... It provides readers with a feeling ofpower over their
contemporaries.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by over:
advantage control hold power
ascendancy dominance influence victory
authority dominion mast€ry

12 You also use over to indicate what a disagreement, feeling,
thought, or action relates to or is caused by.
In an adjunct: Starving children were fighting over spilt grain...
They were seen gloating over wads of dollar bills. ...Lord
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agonize
argue
brood
clash

patt

Boardman, the bank's chairman, who also resigned over the
scandal.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by over:

disagree
drool wrangle
enthuee
fight

After a noun: In time the misunderstanding over the government's
plans would be cleared'up.
Here are some nouns which are typically followed by over:
anxiety debate outrry

fj::"", lli"so.a"ot"nai,,, :;;"'"'
l3 Ifyou go over something such as a piece ofwriting, you check it.
In an adjunct: He comes across in the evening to help me go over
my books... She ran her eye over the guest list and sighed.
14 Ifsomething happens over a period oftime, or over a meal or a
drink, it happens during that time or meal.
In an adjunct: It would probably go rotten over the weekend... I did
a lot of thinking over Christmas... Over the last twenty years our
rural communities have gradually wasted away... Luce once told
JFK over lunch,'I taught Renneth Galbraith to write'.

owing to
You use owing to when indicating thd cause of something.
In an adjunct: Gary Blackledge missed the last quarter of last
season owing to injury... Now, owing ta the financial cut-backs, the
workshops have been closed.
After 'be': It was entirely owing to him that they acquired two
bonus points.

past
I Ifyou go past a person or thing, you pass them as you go
somewhere.
In an adjunct: Then they drove past a grove ofchestnuts... A glass
flew past his head and smashed against the wall.
Also used as an adverb: ...as my two colleagues walked past on the
way out.
2 Ifsomething is situated past a place, you pass that place when
getting to it.
In an adjunct: Just past those houses are the Lispenard Meadows..
About a hundred yards past the last houses, take a lelt on a dirt
road.
After a noun: ...a small castle two miles past the village.
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fret
fuss
gloat
grieve

haggle
muSe
quarrel
quibble
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Pendang

3 You use past when you are stating a time which is thirty
minutes or less after a particular hour.
After a number, 'half, or'a quarter': By tcn past nine the final
version was finished... They came for Superintendent Thomas at a
quarter past ten... h was half past twelve.
Also used as an adverb: We'Ll try to finish early-about twenty five
past.
4 If someone or something is past a state or stage, they are no
longer in that state or at that stage.
After'be', sometimes followed by an'-ing'clause: It is past its
peak... Once they were past infancy, they were absorbed into the
adult household... I'm past caring now abut people's feelings.
After a noun: ft has the decadence of an empire past its pak.
5 If something is past belief or description, for example, it cannot
be believed or described.
After'be': ...exaggerations that are past belief... My complexion is
past redemption.
After a noun: L was exhilaration past description.

pending
If something is done pending a future event, it is done as a
temporary measure because that event may make other action
necessary; a formal word.
In an adjunct: The hospital said the unit had been closed pending
an investigation... Many charge payers have withheld payment
pending thle outcome ofa legal test case.

per
You use per to express rates and ratios. Per is put in front ofthe
single unit involved in the rate or ratio.
After a noun or number: ...a new record of 378 miles per hour...
Petrol costs around 30p per gallon here... They spent $73 per head
on defence last year.

plus
You can use plus when mentioning an additional thing or amount.
In an adjunct: It has 16 class teachers, plus a teacher who works
with children with special needs... Cleaners working for the agency
get t2.45 an hour plus an agency fee of f,4 pr session.

preparatory to
If you do something preparatory to doing something else, you do
the first thing before doing the second thing, as pr€paration for it.
In an adjunct, usually followed by an'-ing'clause: He was aligning
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the culfs of his trousers, preparatory to draping them over a
banger... She hadjust drawn a deep breath, preparatnry to
embarking on a tedious summary of the lecture.

prior to
If something happens prior to a particular event or time, it
happens before that event or time; a formal expression.
In an adjunct: ...the professor who conected the manuscript prior to
publication... Prior to that he was in the film industry. ...tho*
widowed prior to 1973.
After a noun: In the four years prior to the Act, the rate ofdecline
increased.

regarding
You can use regarding to indicate the subject matter of something
that is said, written, or thought.
After a noun: ?hr's did give valuable information regarding Lloyd
George's character... A big dilficulty is the confusion regarding
qualifications.
In an adjunct: Regarding this last itcm, let me discu&s an example
ofwhat I mean.

regardless of
Ifsomething happens regardless of a particular thing, it happens,
and the existence or nature ofthat thing does not affect it.
In an adjunct: They are taught to respect everyone, regardless of
race... Regardless ofthe result, the present conflict threatens
serious damage to the Church.

round
The form around is also used.
I If there is something round or around something else, the first
thing surrounds the second thing or exists on every side of it.
In an adjunct: I put my arms round her... He hung a garland of
flowers round Tusker's neck... Little crowds would gather around
them to listen.
After a noun: ...the barbed wire round the big estates. ..ihe squalor
and degradation around them.
Also used as an adverb: lVe crowded round.
2 If something moves round or around something else, it moves in
a circle with that thing at the centre ofthe circle.
In an adjunct: He would dance round them excitedly.
Also used as an adverb: Theyjust seemed to be riding round and
round.
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Save

3 Ifsomething such as a discussion centres round or around a
particular thing, that thing is the main thing in it.
In an adjunct: Next day the talk centred around the events in
London... My life revolved around Margaret's daily visits.
4 Ifyou go round or around a place, you go to several different
parts of it.
In an adjunct: I wandered round the orchard... I trotted round town
getting advice from various experts.
After a noun: ...a walk round the estate.
Also used as an adverb: They won't want anyone else trampling
around.
5 Ifyou go round or around a corner or obstacle, you move past it
in a curve, so that you finish on the other side of it.
In an adjunct: As I came round the corner, he caught my arm... The
blonde secretary put her head round the door ofBruno Lazlo's
oIfice... Mr Willet stepped round a tombstone.
6 If there is a way round or around a problem or difficulty, there
is a solution to it.
After the noun'way': If you are a woman, it will be assumed that he
is the guest, not you; the only way round this is to become a Dame...
As usual, Jefferson had a way around the difficulty.
In an adjunct after 'get': These provisions were intcnded to get
round the perennial problem ofnon-application ofthe law at local
level.
7 Ifyou hang round or around a place, you stay there for a while,
not doing much.
In an adjunct: I enjoyed hanging around Parliament listening to
debates.

save
You use save to introduce an exception to what you havejust said;
a formal use.

After a pronoun or noun: ...nations with little in common aave a
history of Commonwealth links... The next election will be fought
with every party save the Greens pledged to membership of the EC

save for
You use save for to introduce an exception to what you havejust
said; a formal expression.
In an adjunct; Tomorrow the report will be completed save for the
controversial clause 31... At lenglh, save for an occasional rustle,
the shelter was silent.
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through

since
I Ifsomething has happened since a time or event, it has happened
at some time or continuously in the period alter that time or event.
In an adjunct, with a verb in a perfect tense, sometimes followed by
an '-ing' clause: This has Dcen going on since July... This has been
the experience ofall Governments since 1945... I had dreamed of
China since childhood... Since leaving Styal, I have reverted to my
former slafiash methods of cooking.
Also used as an adverb: He threw his stuff in a bag and left. I
haven't *en him since.
2 If you say that something is the biggest, best, or first thing of a
particular kind since another thing of the same kind, you mean
that it is the biggest, best, or first thing ofthat kind that has
occurred from that time until now.
After a noun: ...the frst significant change in pictorial space since
Cubism... It's the best thing since sliced bread.

than
I Than is used to link two parts of a comparison.
Alter a comparative adjective or adverb: For some time, Wendy had
been more radical than me... The Japanese scripts were more
difficult than the Chinese... T\vo people could survive more easily
than one... A stronger man than himself would not have hesitated.
2 Than is also used to link two parts ofa contrast.
In an adjunct, usually after'rather': It had been a scuffle rather
than a fight... An age of leisure, rather than unemployment, was in
prospect... It was more a lodge than a banqueting house.

thanks to
You use thanks to when mentioning the person or thing that
caused something to happen.
In an adjunct: The town centre had a nanow escap from
destruction, thanks to 700 firemen, who contained the blaze....
Thanks to the new network, clerks will b able to deal with all the
payments at one time.

through
I If someone or something moves through something such as a
hole or pipe, they go directly from one side or end of it to another.
In an adjunct: The rain poured through a hole in the roof... They
attemptcd to gain access through a side entrance... It prueeds
through the tunnel and emerges coated with chocolate.
Also used as an adverb: The Ante-Room leads through into the
Breakfast Room.
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through

2 If you cut through something, you cut it in two pieces or make a
hole in it.
In an adiunct: ...cutting through a crust... The fish must have
chewed right through it... He put a bullet through his girlfriend's
eye.
3 If you move through a group of things or a mass of something, it
is on either side ofyou.
ln an adjunct: She zigzagged her way through the other guests... He
trotted through the sand.
4 Ifyou go or move through a place, you go across it from one side
to the other.
In an adjunct: I was travelling through Athens on my way home
from the l,ebanon.
After a noun: f iad been planning this trip through Mexico for over
a year.
Also used as an adverb: I wasjust passing through.
5 Ifyou get through a barrier or obstruction, you get from one side
ofit to the other.
In an adjunct: Nobody gets through the baniers except officials...
We can go through the checkpoints together... Monis paid his
pound and pushed through a baize curtain and a swing door.
Also used as an adverb: Only 200 demonstrators got through.
6 lfyou see, hear, or feel something through an object, the object is
between you and the thing you can see, hear, or feel.
In an adjunct: We had spoken to each other in the booth, through
glass, on tclephones. ...looking through the lens of a camera... She
kr'ssedhis skrn through his shr'rt.
7 If something happens or exists through a period of time, it
happens or exists from the beginning ofthat period to the end.
In an adjunct: Through the years there was, ofcourse, a great deal
of rebuilding... We would leave Nairobi at midday and drive
througb the night to Ferguson's Gulf.
8 If something happens from a particular period of time through
another, it starts at the first period and continues until the end of
the second period; used in American English.
In an adjunct, usually after a prepositional phrase with'from': ?hey
lived there from early February through Thanksgiving 1967... I
was in college from 7927 through 1932.
I If you go or Iive through an experience, especially a difficult or
exciting one, it happens to you.
In an adjunct: We've been through a big transition... She proceeded
through her pregnancy with a great deal ofapprehension. ...the
boys who had gone through High *hool with her... He was a great
friend of mine and saw me through all the hard times.
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throughout

l0 If you are some of the way through a task, you have completed
that much of it.
Aftcr'be'or in an adjunct: He was not yet halfway through'Sr;n*
and *nsibility'... Two-thirds of the way through the race the wind
suddenly blew up to gale-force.
Also used as an adverb: Halfway through, Hawk had started
grinning.
1l lfyou look or go through a lot ofthings, you look at them or
deal with them one alter the other.
In an adjunct: I looked through a small boklet... He thumbd
through the reports once more... To wade through all the papers is
an impssibility.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by through:
browse
flick
flip

glance
go
leaf

look
rifle
run

sift
skim
thumb

wade
work

12 lf an idea or proposal goes through a committee or other official
body, it is accepted and put into practice.
In an adjunct: We could not be sure that we could car4r sanctions
through Parliament.
After a noun: fts pass age through Parliament will be further
troubled by a campaign against it.
l3 Ifone thing happens through another, the second thing is the
cause ofthe first.
In an adjunct: He always managed to find me, usually through a
series of unbelievable chances... Many of the audience walked out
through sheer bredom.
14 Ifyou achieve something through particular methods, you use
those methods to achieve it.
In an adjunct: We persuade through fear... Forecasting has already
been substantially improved through computer analysis.

throughout
I If something happens throughout a period of time or an event, it
happens during the whole ofit.
In an adjunct: This feeling of uncertainty exists for most pople
throughout life... Throughout the day, Mrs Pringle maintained a
sullen silence... Throughout his career his main concerns have teen
with plitics.
Also used as an adverb: Colonel Williams remained seated
throughout.
2 Ifsomething happens or exists throughout a place, it happens or
exists in all parts ofit.
In an adunct:, He is famous-not only in England but throughout
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till
the world... I've included throughout this bcr.k quite a lot of simple,
cheap ideas... They have branches throughout l,ondon.
AIso used as an adverb: We were given t15,000 initially to equip
the centre throughout.

till
I If something happens till a particular time or event, it happens
and then stops at the time mentioned.
In an adjunct, often after a prepositional phrase with'from': You
can stay till three ifyou like. ...the huge Franciscan church that
was there till the Reformation... I worked from seven till seven each
day. ...from breakfast till lunch.
2 If something does not happen till a particular time, it does not
happen before that time but happens or starts at that time.
In an adjunct, with a negative clause: She didn't come downstairs
till about a quarter to eight... He did not finish till the small hours
of the morning.

to
I If someone or something goes to a place, they move towards it
until they arrive there.
In an adjunct: Adam went to the station to meet Sheila... The doctnr
walked over to the door and opened it... I taok the book and threw it
to the other end of the room.
After a noun: ...on the long journey to Calcutta. ...a visit to the
theatre.
2 Ifyou go to a concert, party, or other event, you go where it is
taking place.
In an adjunct:, ...accompanying their grandfather to a football
matclt... You must come to dinner... A night or two later we were all
invited to a party at a film studio.
After a noun: ?hree months ago, he had received an invitation to
Julie's wedding.
3 If something is attached to something larger or fixed, the two
things are joined together.
In an adjunct'. We tied him to a kitchen chair... He untwisted the
wire fixed to the cork of the second bottle... His tongte stuck to the
roof of his mouth.
4 You use to when indicating the position of something. For
example, if something is to your left,, it is nearer your left side than
your right side.
ln an adjunct or after'be': Ahead and to the left loomed the long
dark line of the Ridge... The Killer Whale broke the surface no
more than twenty yards to the north of me.
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to

After a noun: ... the black shapeless masses to the lett, and right of
the road.
5 You use to when indicating who or what receives something or
has an action or feeling directed towards them.
In an adjunct: He gave the money to the cook... He showed the
letter to Barbara... Mother waved to us through the window.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by to:
beckon give point sigral
demonstrate offer show wave

After an adjective: Molly was devoted to het sister... Helen seemed
utterly indifferent to his words... She was always wonderfully kind
to me.
Here are some adjectives which are typically followed by to:
courteous
cruel
devoted
disloyal

fair
faithful
friendly

kind

mention
mumble
murmur
mutter

sympathetic
unfair
unfaithful
unkind

preach
report
say
speak

loyal
nice

indifferent partial

After a noun: /t is a gift to the people of Hartford. ...cruelty to
animals... The threat to democracy was real... She was appointed as
assistant to the General Secretary.
6 lf you say something to someone, you want that person to listen
and understand what you are saying.
In an adjunct: A number ofpeople had complained to the church
officials about it... My father and my uncle haven't spoken to each
other for fifteen years... They started to explain their plan to
Bradlee.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by to:
announce chat
apologize complain
boast confide
brag explain

talk
write

7 A memorial to someone is intended to remind people of that
person.
After a noun: ...tfie monument to the father of English poetry,
Geoffrey Chaucer.
8 You use to when indicating the form or state that someone or
something starts to have.
In an adjunct: His reliefchanged to anger. ...a desire to return to
full-time education... They envisaged inffation falling to about 10
wr cent a year
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by to:
change degenerate promote turn
convert fall return
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to

After a noun: ...his rise to pwer. ...the transition from daylight to
darkness. ...a return tn old-style stability.
9 You use to with some words to indicate what something is
connected with or compared with.
In an adjunct: The same law applies to everyone... As we waited,
Jenny succumbed tn a last-minute panic... Bothwell is said ta have
confessed to his part, in the conspiracy... A former girl-friend
compared his smile to a snake's.
After a noun: At llrst it seemed like the answer to all my problems.
...his abrupt and violent reaction to my casual announcement. ...the
introduction to the first volume of his diaries.
A(ter an adjective: The nutritional needs ofa cat are broadly
similar to a dog's... That would make us more vulnerable to attack.
...the belief that material goods are essential tn a happy life.
Here are some adjectives which are typically followed by to:
accustomed
adjacent
allergic
central
comparable
equal
equivalent
essential

inferior
irrelevant
married

vitalimpervious
indebted

fundamental parallel unaccustomed
identical preferable used
immune proportional useful

sensitive
similar
subordinate
superior
susceptible

vulnerable

10 You use to when indicating the person whose opinion or
viewpoint you are giving.
In an adjunct, with a link verb: It looks fine to me... She seems in
rather a hurry to me... It is the spontaneity and flexibility of
American schools which is most impressive to an outside observer.
After an adjective: ...safety standards which are acceptable to the
workers themselves.... Any attitude she adoptcd would have been
distasteful to him.
ll You use to when indicating someone's feelings about an event or
situation.
In an adjunct: To his amazement, she was delighted... To my relief,
next morning the fever hid vanished.
12 You use to when indicating a sound that occurs at the same
time as an action.
In an adjunct: ...carrying the cup high around the arena to the
applause oftheir fans... I woke early to the sound ofrain pattcring
on the tent.
l3 You use to when indicating the time or part of something at
which something ends.
In an adjunct, after a prepositional phrase with'from': He worked
from dawn to dusk... He was covered from head to foot with a fine
white dust... The entire theatre, from top to bttom, should be
transformed.
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towaldr

14 You use to when indicating the last thing in a range of things.
After'everything from' or'anything from': ... olllces handl i ng
everything from espionage to assassination... Colleges of education
may have anything from a few hundred to nearly 2,000 students.
After a number, before another number: ...a numbr of five ta eight
digits.
15 You use to when you are stating a time which is less than thirty
minutes before an hour.
After a number or'a quarter': At ten to nine she was ready to
leave... It was a quarter to eleven.
Also used as an adverb: I'm afraid it's only ten to.
16 You use to in ratios and rates.
After an amount: His car did filty miles tn the gallon... Use four
parts ofsand to one ofcement.

together with
You use together with to emphasize that another person or thing
is involved in something.
In an adjunct: IIr's son Lee and daughter Stacey were saved,
together with a friend, Mr Peter John Griffiths... Drain the beans
and add them to the soup, together with the stock or water.

towards
The form toward is also used.
I If you move, look, or point towards or toward someone or
something, you move, look, or point in their direction.
In an adjunct:'I'm going towards Chelsea,'she said, opening the
door... As she nodded in agreement, he edged taward the door... He
looks back towards me... She gestured towards the bartender.
2 If there is a shift towards or toward a particular situation or
thing, that situation or thing is becoming closer or more popular.
After a noun: ?here h as been a shifl in values towards children and
conventional family life. ...a steady advance towards equality. ...the
trend towards large farms.
In an adjunct or alter'be': ...plans to assist the libral governments
in Poland and Hungary tn move tawards a market eanomy... At
the moment the trend is definitely towards arts-based students.
3 If you do something towards or toward the achievement of a
particular result, you do something that might help to achieve it.
In an adjunct: Very little is bing done towards the promotion of
contimprary art... We shall have to work towards a solution.
4 If you give money towarde or toward something, you give it to
help pay for that thing.
In an adjunct: BR contributed t154,OAO towards safety
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undel

improvements... Only 54 million pounds went towards capital
investment,
5 If there is a bias towards or toward a group or thing, that group
or thing is favoured or supported more than other ones.
After a noun: ft's modern, progressive, with a bias toward.s the
arts... There will be a bias towards those two sectors.
After an adjective: ...when the selection is clearly biased towards
wealth or lineage.
6 If you have a particular attitude or duty towards or toward
someone or something, that is your attitude or duty in relation to
them.
After a noun: I{e was full of ill-will towards mankind in general...
The Committee criticized the IBA for its permissive attitude
towards investment in local radio... As captain ofthis vessel, I have
responsibilities towards both passengers and crew.
In an adjunct: I think this was the first time she realized how
warmly we felt towards her.
7 If something happens towards or toward a particular time, it
happensjust before that time.
In an adjunct: Tension heightened towards the end ofJuly...
Towards the end of the century men began to weat more
comfortable clothing... Towards Christmas, Howard got a large
royalty cheque.
8 If something is towards or toward part of a place or thing, it is
near that part.
After'be'or in an adjunct: Most of it is toward the rear where it is
out of his sight... This information is usually towards the back of
the document... Towards the top, the heat haze shimmered through
wisps of smoke.

undel
I Ifa person or thing is under something, they are directly below
or beneath it.
In an adjunct or alter'be': Try to avoid having a fitted carpt under
the dining table... He slept under hedges... There was a cask ofbeer
under the bench.
After a noun: Stuart tossed the papr towel into the bin under the
sink.
2 If something is under the earth or under water, it is some way
below the surface ofthe earth or the water.
In an adjunct or after 'be': She ias her home deep under the earth.
...the mechanism which enables diving birds to spnd long perids
of time under water.
Also used as an adverb: Animals that strayed into the bog were
trapped and sucked under.
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undel

3 lfyou go under something, you move from one side ofit to the
other by passing below it.
In an adjunct: A wicked draught blew under the door... The water
passes under the wall.
4 Something that is under a layer of something, especially
clothing, is covered by that layer. '
In an adjunct or after'be': It is worth investing in a long-sleeved top
to wear under your tracksuit... Under the long overcoat, the
director was in evening clothes... Under their film of fat, the cold
sausages were pink.
5 You can use under to say that a person or thing is being affected
by something.
After'be'or in an adjunct: Everything is under control... The case
u,as still under consideration... We were under anest... Casey's
business dealings had come under Congressional scrutiny... The
monuments were made in 7682 under Wren's supervision.
After a noun: He listed some of the people under investigation.
6 Ifsomething happens under particular circumstances or
conditions, it happens when those circumstances or conditions
exist.
In an adjunct: ?his must under no circumstances be allowed to
happen... Most panels will provide adequate heat under conditions
ofgood sunlight.
7 If something happens under a law, agreement, or system, it
happens because that law, agreement, or system says that it should
happen.
In an adjunct: Under existing legislation, the planning authority
has a lot of power... Very few people have to my knowledge been
released under this law... Marshall was obliged to observe that
under the Constitution no crime had been committed.
After a noun: No beneficiary under a will may receive a single
penny until then. ...its obligations under the Atlantic Treaty.
8 Ifsomething happens under a particular person or government,
it happens when they are in power.
In an adjunct; The banquet was an institution which flourished
greatly under Queen Elizabeth.
9 Ifyou work under someone, they are your teacher or boss.
In an adjunct: The explorer Pinzon had served under Columbus...
He showed himself naive for anyone who had worked under Harold
Macmillan... His father had been a captain under Morris Eller.
l0 If you do something uhder a particular name, you use that
name instead of your real name.
In an adjunct: He made an anangement to write for the Evening

:::::."0* 
r r*udonym... He was travelling under an assumed
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underneath

I I You use under to say which section of a list, book, or system
something is classified in.
In an adjunct or after'be': The library actually classified these
books under Light Romance... This information is sorted and fiIed
under different headings... Under Liszt she found two biographical
volumes.
12 If someone or something is under a particular age or amount,
they are less than that age or amount.
After'be': Less than ten per cent of members are under fofty.
After a noun: Vfhooping cough can be a serious disease, especially
in a baby under 2. ...promising delivery within 24 hours for parcels
under 25kg.
Also used as an adverb: Tleatment will be free for everyone aged 77
and under.

underneath
I Ifa person or thing is underneath something, they are directly
below or beneath it.
In an adjunct or after 'be': I{is dog slept underneath his desk... We
also printed a comment underneath it... Lampone reached
underneath the seat and found the key.
After a noun: Plate after plate smashed on the tiles underneath the
sink.
AIso used as an adverb: He drew back the white cotton bedspread
and the blanket underneath.
2 Something that is underneath a layer of something, especially
clothing, is covered by that layer.
In an adjunct or after'be': Perhaps there were more bulky garments
underneath the rcd and white striped jerseys then... Now the
sp i de r's underneath your dress.
Also used as an adverb: He picked at the new wallpaper to see
whether his painting still existed underneath.
3 You use underneath when you are talking about feelings and
emotions that people try to keep hidden.
In an adjunct: Underneath it all, he hates his mother... Underneath
that tough extcrior there is a core ofold-fashioned religious yalues.

AIso used as an adverb: They keep getting angrier underneath
without knowing what to do about it.

unlike
I You can use unlike to contrast the nature, situation, or
behaviour of one person or thing with that ofanother person or
thing.
In an adjunct'. Mrs Hochstadt, unlike Etta, was a careful shopper...
Dogs, unlike other animals, have to be licensed.
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up against

2 Ifone thing or person is unlike another, the two things or people
are different.
After'be': It was quite unlike any flu I'd experienced before. ...as
though teachers were somehow unlike other folk.
After a noun: ft was a book quite unlike any other book I've read
recently.
3 If you describe someone's behaviour as being unlike them, you
mean it is surprising because it is different from their typical
behaviour.
After'be': It's so unlike him tn be late.

until
I If something happens until a particular time or event, it happens
and then stops at the time mentioned.
In an adjunct: I work until three... They talked until dawn.
2 If something does not happen until a particular time, it does not
happen before that time but happens or starts at that time.
In an adjunct, with a negative clause: The rush-hour wouldnt start
until eight o'clock... You don't need to pay contributions until after
your sixteenth birthday... Until recently children were not allowed
to play near these sacred rocks.

up
I Ifyou go up something such as stairs, a ladder, or a slope, you
move higher.
In an adjunct: Lcn carried Allie up the stairs... My father apryars,
wheeling his bicycle up the hill.
Also used as an adverb: They climbed up inside the tower.
2 Ifyou go up a road, you go along it towards one end ofit.
In an adjunct: She watched a young woman walk up the street with
a baby in a pushchair... He turned left up the Rue de Rennes.
3 Something that is situated up the road is situated further along
the road.
After 'be' or in an adjunct: The hotel isjust a couple ofblocks up the
road... What about a drink or two ttp the road, eh?
Also used as an adverb: There's a police station further up.'
4 Ifyou go up a river, you go along it towards its source.
In an adjunct: The barge was towed up the river to the edge oftown.
Alter a noun: ...a voyage up the Nile.

up against
Ifyou are up against something or someone that is hard to deal
with, they are obstructing or opposing you.
After'be'or in an adjunct: The authorities know they are up
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upon

against a pwerful ammercial force... The fills,t time I did thie I
came up against an unforeseen problem.

upon
I Upon is used in several of the same ways aE on, but is more
formal. See on.
2 You use upon btween two identical nouns or numbers to
emphasizc that there are large numbers of the thing referred to; a
literary use.
After a noun: ...shrouded in layer upon layer of material... I just lay
there for hour upon how, trying ta work out what he meant...
Beyond, we could see thousand upon thousand, packed tagether.
In an adjunct: Crisis followed upon crisis.
3 Ifan event or time is upon you, it hasjust startcd affecting you; a
literary use.
After'be': I am convinced the invasion will be upon us by dawn...
Now that autumn was upon us, we needed wood for heat.

up to
I Ifyou are up to a part ofyour body in an amount ofa substance,
it reaches that part ofyour body.
After 'be' or in an adjunct: She was up to her knees in mud... She
walked into the water, sinking up to her ankles in the mud on the
pond bottom.
2 If something is up to a particular standard or amount, it has
reached that standard or amount.
Alter'be': His clothes and shoes were not up to his usual standard...
I was up ta 195 mph as I moved out ta the lefr for the overtaking
manoeuwe.
3 You say that something happens up to a particular date or event
to emphasize that it happens until that date or event.
In an adjunct: The u* ofperspective remained paft, ofan artist's
training right up tn 1945... *henberg continued to explorc new
ways of making music right up to his death.
4 If you say that it is up to someone to do something, you mean
that it is their responsibility to do it.
After'be': It is up to the individual ta find out what suita him best...
It's up ta you what you tell him... Now the next move wao up to the
Allies.
5 Ifyou are up to doing something, you are well enough or capable
enough to do it.
After a link verb, often followed by an '-ing' clause: If you don't feel
up ta writing it alone, we can do it bgether... TIrc heat aade hia
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with
feel he wasn't up to more... As ever, Haringey were up to the
challenge.
6 If you say that someone is up to something, you mean that they
aresecretly doing something, probably something bad; an informal

Alter 'be': I had no idea what Karin was up ta, but I feared the
worst.

up until
You say that something happens up until a particular time or
event to emphasize that it happens until that time or event.
In an adjunct: This practice was continued up until the *cond
World War... Up until last night, I'd never even raised a finger to
her.

via
I Ifsomeone or something goes via a particular place, they go
through there on the way to another place.
In an adjunct: We had to fly to Hamilton via Wellington. ...a transit
visa to return to London via Moscow... The Baltic republics are
most readily approached from Britain via Scandinavia.
After a noun: A flight ta London via Karachi was arranged for him.
2 Ifyou do something via a particular means or person, you do it by
making use ofthat means or person.
In an adjunct: The owners could be traced via a central registry...
Its flight plan can be modified during flight via a communications
link with ground controllers... I got the three pictures you sent via
Mum.

with
I If one person or thing is with another, they are together in one
place.
After'be':' Whe re's C arol ine?'-'She's w i th Margare t.'
In an adjunct: Life would be easier if I could live with my husband..,
They spotted me and came up to sit with me on the sandhill. ...a leg
oflamb, served with new potatoes.
After a noun: Veferan so,ldiers told the new men with them what to
expect.
2 If you do something with someone else, you both do it together or
are both involved in it.
In an adjunct: I enjoyed working with Hitchcock....I've dr'scussed
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I

bargain
claeh

with

the matter with my rrn,lleaglues... This engineeing fira has
collaborated with the University over a number of yearE,
Here are rxrme verbs which are typically followed by with:
ally collaborate discuss socialize
amalgamate collide fraternize speak
associate confer interact trade
chat conspire merge work
coexist dance negotiate
cohabit debatc share

Aft,er a noun: My next private discussion with him took place a year
later. ...his nation's alliance with the Soviet Union... I wanted to
maintain my friendship with her.
3 If you fight, argue, or compete with someone, you oppose them.
In an adjunct: You heard how the boy was arguing with him...
Dreyfus wnote a lengthy papr heaping scorn on those who
disagreedwith him.
Here are some verbs which are typically followed by with:
argue compet€ fight

disagree haggle
feud quarrel

vie
wrangle

After a noun: ...in the event of an American war with a foreign
power... He began to tell me abut a quanel with his landlord.
4 If you do something with a tool, object, or substance, you do it
uoing that tool, object, or substance.
In an adjunct: Jim broke up the frozen mass with a hammer... He
moistened his lips with his tnngue... Mend torn sheets witfi press-
on tape.
5 If someone stands or goes somewhere with something, they are
carrying it.
In an adjunct: Eva woke an hour later to find Sally standing by the
bed with a cup of coffee... Then she said: 'Wait', and went offfor a
minute; she came back with some dresses.
After a noun: ..,iundreds of men with binoculars and rifles.
6 Someone or something with a particular feature or possesgion
has that feature or posseasion.
Alter a noun: ...a very old woman with a wrinkled face. ...taxpyerc
with incomes under $50,000 a year....a blue dress with a full ekirt.
...pieces of paper with marks on them.
7 Someone with an illneas has that illness.
After a noun: ...a child with a temprature.
In an adjunct: Mike was in bed with'flu.
8 If something is filled or covered with a Bubotance or with things,
it has that substance or those things in it or on it.
After an adjective: The walls were avered with bkshelvea. ...a
dark veil, embroidered with rd and blue flowers... NoMyb going
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to go to the beach if it's crawling with cops... The windows were
thick with grime.
Here are some adjectives which are typically followed by with:

inundated
laden
littered
loaded
ornamentcd
overgrown
overloaded
packed
padded
paintcd
patterned
peopled

In an adjunct: Cover the fish with the mushrooms... The pottcry
section fairly bristled with exciting things.
9 If you are, for example, pleased or cross with someone or
something, you have that feeling towards them.
After an adjective: She got rather angry with me when I tried to
intervene... No-one was satisfid with what they had got.
Here are some adjectives which are typically followed by with:

adorned
awash
bursting
caked
clogged
cluttered
covered
crawling
crowded
draped
dged
embellished

angry
annoyed
besotted
bored
content

acquainted
afflicted
commenaurate
comparable
compatible
concomitant
confronted
connectcd

emblazoned
embroidered
encrusted
engraved
festooned
filled
flecked
furniehed
heaped
heavy
infested
inlaid

disappointed
displeased
dissatisfied
fascinated
fed up

consistent
conversant

familiar
frank
free
friendly

furious
happv
impreseed
infatuated

identical
impatient

infected
intoxicated
involved
level

wath

piled
rich
riddled
studded
stuffed
sulfused
swam@
teeming
thick
tinged
wreathed

pleased
satisfied
unhappy
unimpressed
unsatisfied

mixed up
occupied
parallel
patient
popular
unacquaintcd
unconnected
unfamiliar

obsessed

After a noun: ...rherr dissatisfaction with society.
10 You use with to indicate what a state, quality, or action relates
to, involves, or affects.
After an adjective: I was as familiar with the case as anyone... No-
one connected with drugs will be tolerated in any way... Perhaps
competition was simply not compatible with harmony... I have been
careless with money ever since. ...a doctor who is good with
children.
Here are some adjectives which are typically followed by with:

engaged incompatible
faced inconsistent

Aftcr a noun: Theprcblem with institutions is that they are run by
wople... He began having trouble with his digestion... His skill
with explosives had already been remarked on.
In an adjunct: Nona would help with the laundry and housework... I
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with

only made two mistakes with the pay envelopea... The task of the
court is to decide on how to proceed with the case.., We mult
combine theory with practice... I asked them to provide me with an
assistant.
ll If you part with, dispense with, or finish with something, you
no longer have it or use it.
In an adjunct: The snag is, ofcourse, that you have partcd with the
money once and for all... I think we will soon see juries dispensed
with in criminal trials.
12 If you side with, hold with, or agree with Eomeone or
something, you support them.
In an adjunct: When the matter went to the full Cabinet, Ministers
sided with Mr Brooke... I didn't hold with capital punishment.
13 You use with when indicating the manner of an action or the
feeling that someone has when they do something.
In an adjunct: The campaign was conducted with remarkable skill
and tenacity... With some reluctance, the church authorities
agreed.
14 You use with when indicating a sound or gesture that is made
at the same time as an action.
In an adjunct: With a sigh, he rose and walked slowly away... He
fell back with a great scream and a lak of surprise-4ead... He
landed with a crash in one ofthe trees.
15 You use with when indicating the feeling that makes someone
have a particular appearance or type ofbehaviour.
In an adjunct; My sister went white with rage... I was shaking with
fatigue.
16 You use with when mentioning the position or appearance of
someone or something at the time that they do something, or what
someone else is doing at that time.
In an adjunct: She lay with her head against the back ofthe seat...
He advanced into the room witb both hands extcnded... The keeper
came loping up the lane with the dog padding at his heels.
17 You use with when mentioning a current situation that is a
factor afTecting another situation.
In an adjunct: Even now, with all the pressures offher, she was
unable to rest... With inflation in West Germany rising, this
caution is understandable.
18 You use with when making a comparison or contrast between
the situations ofdifferent people or things.
In an adjunct: You and I can go on brrowing but we have to go on
paying the interest. It is the same with a ampany... It'e difrerent
with each individual.
19 Ifsomething increases or decreases with a factor, it changes as
that factor changes.
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within

In an adjunct: The chance ofgetting a free meal from your employer
increases with status.
Z) If something moves with a wind or current, it moves in the same
direction as the wind or current.
In an adjunct: ...letting both boat and net drifr with the tide.
2l If someone says that they are with you, they mean that they
understand what you are saying; an informal use.
After'be': furry, I'm not quite with you.

within
I If something is within something else, it is contained inside that
thing; a formal use.
In an adjunct or after'be': ?he casket is kept within an iron chest
wrapped in asbestos... They generate electricity within their
bodies... The well was drilled within the power station grounds.
After a noun: ?he books and periodicals within the library are
ananged by subject.
Also used as an adverb: ...a box with dials on the outside and a
complex assembly of gear wheels mounted within.
2 You use within when you are describing something that exists or
happens among members ofa group or as part ofthe workings ofan
organization.
After a noun: ft ensured a balance of forces within society.
...discontent within the local community... A good accountant can
easily camouflage troubles within his company.
In an adjunct: Working within an existing organization has a lot of
advantages.
3 You can say that someone has a feeling within them when they
have this feeling but have not expressed it; a literary use.
In an adjunct: ...the high spirits that bubbled within her... Deep
within him lived a secret dread.
After a noun: A man looks at the love ot anger within himself and
says'So, this is me.'
Also used as an adverb: Neither was that outward self apparently
affected by the turmoil within.
4 If something happens within a particular period of time, it
happens before the end ofthat period.
In an adjunct: Within a matter of weeks she was crossing the
Atlantic... The balance may well tip within our lifetimes... Use wild
mushrooms within 24 hours of picking.
5 Ifyou are within a particular distance ofa place, you are less
than that distance from it.
In an adjunct or after'be': D.P. Moon was now within twelve miles
of Utah Beach... The strategic missile has a good chance of landing
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wathout

within half a mile rudius of ito t$get. ...mothen who live within
walking distance of free clinics.
6 If something ia within sight, within earshot, ql wlthln re6gh,
you can see, hear, or reach it.
In an adjunct or after te': Ash did not know that he had fun Drlrn
within sight of tho* snows-. Bond etood within eanhot of the
desk... They wete almost within rcach of their goal.
7 If something is within a particular limit or set of mles, it does
not go beyond it or is not more than what ie allowed.
In an adunct or after te': ...a Party which works within the British
system of Parliamentaty democracy. ...keping within budgets... h
is well within the 25 per cent limit for foreign holdinge of US
airlines.

without
I If someone or something is without something, they do not have
it.
In an adjunct or after'be': He sits there on a hot eveningwithout a
care in the world. ...a bottle whose labl I couldn't read without my
spectacles... There I was in Paris alone without the slightcst idea of
how to find Haniet... They are going ta find themgelves without
jobs in a year or so.
After a noun: ...inadeguate houses without gardens... We had cakes
without sugar.
2 If one thing happens without another thing, or if you do
something without doing something else, the eecond thing does not
happen or occur.
In an adjunct, oft,en followed by an '-ing' clause: We were refiBed
prmission tn see him without explanation... We shall inform you
without delay... Without warning, Boylan punched him... He cast
votcs on their bhalf without consulting them... In most workplaces
a whole range of chemicals are used without people even knowing
what they are.
3 If you do something without a particular feeling, you do not have
that feeling when you do it.
In an adjunct: 'Yes,' I eaid, without much anviction... Kunta atc
without pleasure... He dexribd this incident without emotion.
4 If you do something without someone else, they are not in the
same place aB you or are not involved in the sane action as you.
In an adjunct: I'm not going anywherc without you tday... We
could have a god evening without him... The funeral can go on
without me. ...when Ramep him*lf dies ratherthan fiive without
Juliet.
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worth

wolth
I If something is worth a particular amount of money, it can be
sold for that amount or brings someone that amount.
After'be': A good farm in Lincolnshire is likely tn be worth around
three million pounds... The tournament was worth 875,000 to the
winner... Who decides how much they are worth?
After a noun: She has given away jewellery worth millions of
pounds... He will graduate shortly and is already negotiating for a
job worth $35,000.
2 If something is worth a particular activity or effort, it is likely to
be useful or interesting.
After'be', often followed by an'-ing'clause: These shops are well
worth a visit... You may be wasting your time, but it's worth a try...
Having a career and being a mother is worth the effort... The
cathedral's well worth seeing, you know.
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Part Two
The Gombinations

A
abandon to abandon yourselfto an

emotion. I wanted to abandon
myself to primitive sensations.

abhorrent be abhorrent to
someone. The conshnt struggle for
advantage was abhorrent to him.

abide to abide by a law or
agreement. The press should abide
by a charter of good practice.

ablaze be ablaze with lights or
colourful things. fhe-Elall was
ablaze with massed flowers and
exotic fruits.

abound to abound with things or
in things. The larger artificial
lakes abound with birds and
wildlife... The place abounds in
rumours.

cbsent be absent from a place or
thing. The police discovered I was
absent from my house... References
tn the'armed struggle' were
conspicuously absent from the
President's speech.

abtolve to absolve someone from
or of blame, responsibility, or
guilt. You'll notice he's careful to
absolve the young otficer ofany
blame... It had the effect of
absolving him fron responsibility.

abaorbed be absorbed in
something. Anne had been too
absorbed in her own hopes.

abataan to abstain from something
enjoyable. I have kept myselffit all
my life, abstaining from drink and
tobacco.

abundrncc in abundance. ?he
essential aggressiveness and skills
were there in abundance.

accede to accede to a request or
demand. ...his reluctant refusal to
accede to their request.

acceptable be acceptable to
someone. What we've got to do is
find a government which is
acceptable to the people.

lccois access to a place, person, or
thing. ...an organization for those
interestcd in maintaining free
access to the countryside.

accersible be accessible to
someone. ...an institution which is
reasonably accessible to the public.

accident I by accident not
deliberately. I gave Castle the
wrong notes by accident.2 in an
accident in a violent crash or
collision. Thirty-six people were
killed yesterday in Australia's
worst ever road accident.

acclimatize to acclimatize to a
new situation or environment.
People acclimatize to altitude at
different rates.

accomprnament I to the
accompaniment of a sound. ?he
procession continued on its way to
the accompaniment of frenzied
cheers.2 an accompaniment of
something; an accompaniment to a
particular thing. Authoritarian
regimes seem to be an almost
i ne v i ta b I e accompa n i me nt of
national poverty. ,.,a sauce *rvd
as an accompaniment to veal or
fish.

rccord ofyour own accord:
willingly. He had Dren hoping that
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I would crack and leave ofmy own
accord.

accoldance in accordance with
a rule or system. The Secretar.v of
Statn will distribute national
resources in accot'dance with this
formulation.

account I an account ofan event.
He gave an account ofhis wartime
exploits.2 on no account: used as
a strong negative. On no account
give her my home address. 3 be of
no account: be unimportant.
Everything they say is of no
account.4 to account for
something. He was always
prepared to account for his
actions... C h i ldren's needs account
for a good part ofthe family
budget.

accountable be accountable to
someone for your actions. Tr5is
would be a public agency,
accountable to Parliament... All
these institutions are accountable
for what they do.

accusation an accusation of
something against someone. ?hejr
careers are threatened by
accu sati ons of incom petence... The
accusation against us was that we
were giving the country a bad
name overseas.

accuso to accuse someone ofdoing
something wrong. He was accused
of inciting violence.

accustomed be accustomed to
something. They are getting
accustomed to the idea.

ache I to ache for something. She
had been aching for recognition for
a long while.2 to ache with a
feeling. I lay aching with misery.

acknowlodge to acknowledge
someone or something as a
particular thing. Zuse
acknowledged it as one of the best
filmsever made.

acquaint to acquaint someone
with a fact or subject. ... to organise
groups for sdf-defence and
acquaint them with the use of
arms.

adamant

acqulinted be acquainted with
someone or something. f wrsh to
know how you came to be
acquainted with those people.
..-the new Renaissance men and
women. acquainted with great
literature.

rcquaosco to acquiesce in
something or to something.
Ordinary conscripts, too, were
ultimately to participate or
acquiesce in such honors... Rather
than embarrass his hosts.
Sihanouk acquiesced to their
demands.

acquat to acquit someone of a
charge or on a charge. On the day
they were acquitted of murder
charges, we held a celebration...
He was acquitted on all charges.

act I to act on advice. orders. or
information. Acting on my
instructions, my lawyer paid a
week in advance for his privatc
care.2 ta act aa something or like
something. ...spreading the rop on
the floor ofthe ledge to act as a
rough cushion... They obviously
believe that union executives must
act like managing directors. S to
act for someone. Lawyers acting
for the government have argued
that such changes would be
against the public interest.

action I in action: fighting or
doing something. Garge Farr had
been wounded in action in the
Sahara... Study them in action as
often as possible and get to know
their movements. 2 out of action:
not functioning. All three tanks
were very quickly put out of
action.

adamant be adamant about
something or on something: be
adamant in opposing or refusing
something. These women are
adamant about denying any ties or
similarities to their mother... I'm
sofiy, son, but Murray is adamant
on this... The leaderc ofthe
teaching profession have been
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adapt

adamant in opposing the notion of
u nq ua I i fi ed assista nts.

adapt to adapt to something new
or different. They will then be able
to adapt to a variety ofjobs.

add I to add one thing to another.
Sugar should not be added to any
of these milks.2 to add to
something. She knew that she
ought not to add to her
companion's misery. S to add up to
something. All these factors
combined add up ta a strong
incentive to buy more machines
and employ fewer men.

addicted be addicted to a drug or
an enjoyable activity. lle was
addictcd to wine and French
brandy... It was a magazine of
popular science, the kind of
reading I had become addicted to.

additaon in addition; in addition
to something. In addition, he
proposed three other changes... A
baby would sometimes drink as
much as a quart of milk in addition
to a full meal.

addrots to address someone as
something. She always addressed
me as'my daughter'.

addrosaed be addressed to
someone. The lettcr was addressed
to'Mr and Miss Paget'.

adept be adept at doing something.
I had never been adept at
controlling people.

adhere to adhere to a thing, rule,
or view. ...a substance which
prevents the fibres from adhering
to each other. ...ensuring that
professional standards are adhered
to.

adiacent b€ adjacent to
something. ...in the shower
adjacent to the cell.

rdiudicrto to adjudicate in a
dispute, on the point at issue, or
between the people involved.
...powers to adjudicate in inter-
union disputes. ...committees to
consider and adjudicatc on
supplier and customer claims... We

cannot *nsibly adjudicatc
between these rival explanationl.

adjunct an adunct to something
or of Eomething . Yeara ago,
puddings used to be eaten as an
adjunct to meat... Even leisure had
been reduced to an adjunct of
capitalism.

tdiuat to adjust to a new situation.
We waited for our eyes to adjust ta
the darkness.

adminiator to administer a drug
to someone. Prisn officers had
helped to administer a sedative to
him.

admirataon I admiration for
someone or something. ...modern
admiration for Greek art.2 ia
admiration of something. Many
ofus are lost in admiration ofhis
ability to concentratc on his own
thoughts.

admire to admire someone for a
quality they have. He admird the
British troops for their courage
and endurance.

admar.ion an admission of guilt
or failure. The admission of guilt
is hard. ...after this rare and
revealing admission of doubts.

admit I to admit to a crime or
fault. He couldn't admit to any
weakness in front ofothers.2 to
admit to someone that you have
done something. Earlier lrene had
admitted to Mr Sbwart that she
had wondered whether there was
any connection between the two
events. 3 to admit someone to a
club or institution. Constable was
not admittad to full membership of
the Academy until eight years
before his death... When admittd
ta the clinic in January 7976, she
weighed just 5.4 kilos.

tdmonlah to admonish somoone
for doing something. IIe
admonished us for not arranging
enough cukt ail parties.

edopt to adopt someone or
something ae something. The leal
constituency Wrty had adoptd
him as its candidate.
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adom to adorn something with
things. She wanted to make the
rmm her own. to adorn it with
treasures,

adomod be adorned with things or
by things. ...a series of stePs and
banks adorned with fountains... Its
facade is adorned by an impressive
sculpture.

advanco in advance of an event
or thing. They wanted their
musicians ta rehearse in advance
of the company's arrival.

advantage I an advantage over
someone. Tbe smoker has an
enormous ad.vantage over the non'
smoker during moments of stress.
2 be to your advantage. It is to
your advantage to keeP him as
happy and relaxed as possib)e.

advortise I to advertise for
someone to do a job. Jimmie
advertised for a researcher about a
month ago.2 to advertise
something as a particular thing.
Compact cars were again
advertised as'the biggest and most
luxurious ofthem all'.

advortiaoment an advertisement
for a product. ...advertisements for
cosmetics.

adYace advice on something or
about something. TheY began
giving him advice on how to tun
the business. ... if you need adv ice
about your education.

adYiso I to advise against doing
something; to advise someone on a
particular matter. The doctor
advised against tiring him... Your
Iocal health office will advise You
on the necessary requirements.
2 to advise someone of a fact.
...failure to advi* them ofthe
accident within the specified time
limit.

affoctaon affection for Eomeone or
something. ...his rcsPect and
affection for Guy.

tffilaeted be affiliated to a grouP
or with a group. He was not
affiliated to any human rights
group. ...an experimental grouP

agree

affrliated with the Royal
Shakespeare Company.

cf'inlty an affinity wlth something
or someone or for something or
someone. Anne felt an alfrnity
with the Day Nur*... I have had a
growing alfinity for lost cauges.

afflictcd be afflicted by something
or with something. In spite of
precautions, you may be afflictcd
by mice... OnIy other sullercrs
know what it is like b b afflictd
with this disease.

affront an affront to someone or
something. Such a move would be
a grave affront to the Tlade Union
Movement-

afraad I be afraid of someone or
something: be frightened by them.
l'm afraid ofspiders. 2 be afraid
for someone: be worried that they
are in danger. She was afraid for
her children.

aftometh the aftermath of a
serious event. ...in the aftcrmath of
the war.

aggre33aon aggression towards
someone or againat someone.
...aggression tawards the oukider.
...the aggression against their
group.

aghaat be aghast at something. f'm
aghast at how Billy is being
educated.

agiteto to agitate for something
you want or against something
you dislike. ...quatbrs who*
Ieaders had been agitating for
political reforms... There is now a
vigorousMy of opinion agitating
against the use ofchemical
fertilizers.

cglow be aglow with eomething.
Daniel, his eyes aglow with
inspiration, took his leave.

cgonitc to agonize over
something. He didn't agonize over
which tie to wear.

fgroc I to agree with someone on
or about a matter; to agree with
what someone says, I agree with
Dr Marlowe that you're not the
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agreeable

t'ight person. ...i[ two people cannot
agTee on Lhe meaning of a word....
No two teachers will agree aboul
ever.vthing... I agree with
everything.vou've said.2 to agree
on an action that isjointlv worked
out. We agreed on this
arrangement towards the end of
1951.3 ta agree to an action
proposed by someone else. Castle
agreed to a picnic. 4 to agree with
something: to approve of it. Note
that I do not agree with this
habit-I simply record it.

agreeable be agreeable to
someone or something. ...a sub7'ect
which was agreeable to both my
parents.

agleoment I agreement between
people or among people on,
about, or as to a particular
matter. ?Iris sta tement underlines
the agreement between the two
sides on many issues... There is
widespread agreement among
people as to which changes in their
l i ves requ ire major adaptations...
There is very little agreement
about objective standards.2 be in
agreement. We were always in
agreement on this matter.

aid I in aid of something: intended
to help something. ...social
functions in aid of worthy
charities.2 with the aid of
something or someone: using
something or helped by someone.
The grev dye was washed out with
the aid ofa solvent.

aim I to aim something at a target.
He aimed at the far wall and
squeezed the trigger.2 to aim at or
for something desirable. All Fair
Rent Associations aim at helping
people with real housing needs...
We should aim for more nurser.v
schools. S the aim of achieving
somethingl the aim of an action or
activity. ...the party's aim of
attracting 500.000 votes at the
next election... The aim of the
telrolists is Lo halt our peacefu)
progress lowards the elections.

cir by air. $me freight movement
was pssible by air.

akin be akin to something. ?fiey
could not help feeling something
akin to relief.

alarmed be alarmed by something
or at something. ...the owner came
running into the street alarmed by
the clatter ofbroken glass...
Doctors are alarmed at the
progressive deterioration of the
population's diet.

alort I be alert to something or for
something. In assessing progress,
we have to b alert to the
landmarks... He kept his senses
alert for a sign.2 to alert someone
to something. The press had been
ilerted to my presence. 3 be on
the alert. The very formality of his
question put Helen on the alert.

alibi an alibi for a time. Her aunt's
supposed to be her alibi for the
night.

alien be alien to someone or
something. They are habits
strange and alien to the British
people

alaonate to alienate someone from
someone or something. Such
attitudes have a tendency to
alienate a boy from his father.

align to align yourself with
someone against someone else. fle
found himself in the pre-war years
aligned with Churchill and Eden
against Chamberlain.

alive I be alive with things. ?ie
main street was alive with
pushcarts and bicycles.2 be alive
to a problem or situation. f am
ful]v alive to the problems facing
the industry.

allegiance someone's allegiance
to a person, group. or country.
...the workers'allegiance to the
Labour Party.

allergic be allergic to a substance.
...people who are allergic to cow's
milk.

allaanco an alliance with another
group or person or between two
groups or people: an alliance
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against someone or something. ...a
gtoup which formed an alliance
with the Liberal Party... An
alliance between her party and the
Bolsheviks had collapsed... They
cneatd a formidable alliance
a gai nst sy I I abus reform.

cllied be allied to something or
with something. Allied to the
concern for efficiency is a cgncern
for training people to do certain
jobs... Many nations are not
spcifically allied with either
capital ism or communism.

!lloclto to allocate something to
someone or something. ...the
money which is allocated to
education or other purposes.

rllot to allot something to
someone. A substantial sum had
been allotted to her in Harold's
will.

allow to allow for something. He
failed to allow for the unexpcted.

rllude to allude to something. f
have already alluded ta the energy
problem in some ofthe earlier
chapters.

ally l/elari to ally yourself with
someone you support against
someone else. The mother should
not be seen to ally herself with the
children against the father. 2l g,larl
an ally against someone else. ?he
only role in which Jane would
accept Marsha was as an ally
against Lynn.

!ltemlte /gltancrt/ to alt€rnate
between two things or states; to
alternate with something else. He
a I te rnate s btwee n mderati on
and militance... The whitc sand
alternates with rocks.

altornative an alternative to
something else. ...improving the
public transport system to make it
an attractive altcrnative to the
private car.

lmrlglmrto to amalgamate with
something else. Their inclination
was ta conquer nature, not
amalgamatc with it.

annoyed

amfzd be amazed at something
or by something. Both were
amazed at their gd fortune...
You will probably be amazd by
the warmth of your welcome.

amcnablc b€ amenable to
something. She was amenable to
whatcver I suggested.

amount to amount to something.
The stabments amountcd to
blackmail.

amuaed be amused by something
or at something. He was not
amused by the sbries I relatcd...
Marcks was dightly amu*d at the
role he was supposed to play.

tmuSemont amu8ement at
something. She smiled in
amusement at my Western logic.

analogoua be analogous to
something else. Is Bud Scully's
case analogous to that ofJohn
Brown?

anathema be anathema to
someone. Taxes were always
anathema to the Americans.

angor anger at something or
against someone. Alexandra was
frlled with anger at Ned's btrayal
of their secret sign. ...a consuming
and useless anger against his
mother.

angle I to angle for something.
People began angling for the best
offrces and furniture. 2 at an
angle. He wore a tall, white chefs
cap at a rakish angle.

angrY be angry about something
or at something; be angry with
someone or at Bomeone. IIe had
been angry abut the article...I
wasn't hurt-just angry at having
made a mistake... Are you angry
with me?... He'dsoundd soangry
at me when I'd told him.

fnnounoe to announce something
to someone. She announcd firmly
to the assmbled relatives that she
her*lf intended to take sp.le
charge of the boy.

rnnoyad be annoyed with
someone for doing something: be
annoyed at, by, or about
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answel

something. I was anno.ved with
nrvself for wasting a da.v... Mr
Neumann seemed anno.ved at Lhis
suggestion... She had been
annoyed by het' friend's reaction Lo

her news... I used to get annoved
about it all.

answor I an answer to a question.
problem. or letter.l'he answer to
both questions is.ves... At first it
seemed like the answer to all m.v
problems.2 in answer; in
answer to a question. ...concepts
whicb had been formulated in
answer to tlese questions. 3 to
answer to a particular description.
No one answering to their
description used any form of public
or privatc transport out o{ town.

answerable be answerable to
someone for something. ?Ie
Secretary of State is answerable to
Parliamenl... Mr Fromstein is now
answerable for thal money.

antagonism antagonism to or
towards someone or something:
antagonism between people. ...a
general antagonism to
tech nd ogica I l y based societv.
... antagoni sm towards authori t.v.

..-a basic antagonism between
workers and management.

antagonistic be antagonistic to or
towards someone or something.
Ian is openly antagonistic to the
media... A daughter may be
surprisingly antagonistic towards
her father at times.

antadote an antidote to or for a
poison or unpleasant situation.
The antidote to unhappiness is
community feeling. ...an antidote
for their melancholy.

antipathy an antipathy to or
towards someone or something.
...the antipathv o[ manv outside
the country to the policies pursued
there... This perhaps explained her
antipathy towards Koda Dad and
fiis son.

antitheras the antithesis of
something. Most television is the
antithesis of art.

rnxioty anxiet-v about, over, or
for something or someone.
...anxiet.v about money. ...anxiety
over nuclear wearyns. ...ouf
anxiet.v for their welfare.

anxioua I be anxious about
someone or something. We are all
rather anxious about Maurice.
2 be anxious for something that
you want. He was anxious for good
marks.

apologast an apologist for
something or of something. ...an
outspoken apologist for psychiatric
practices in his country.
...apologists of the capitalist
system.

apologaze to apologize to someone
for something. I even felt like
apdogizing to them... I do
apologize for causing all this
disturbance.

tppalled be appalled at something
or by something. I was appalled at
the prospect... He was appalled by
what was happening.

aPparent be apparent to someone.
My mistake in choosing Rick
became apparent to me.

apPe6! I to appeal for something
that you need. He appealed for
local volunteers to work long hours
for six weeks.2 to appeal to
someone against a decision. .EIe

appealed to a higher level... We
appealed against this conviction
and won. 3 to appeal to someone:
to seem attractive to them. ?}e
noveltv of this appeals to him.
4 the appeal of someone: their
attractive qualities. It is
impossible to understand the
appeal ofthis charmer.

!Ppetate an appetite for
something. ...an insatiable
appetite [oL power.

applicrnt an applicant for ajob:
an applicant to a college. Seven
other applicants for the post
lurned up for the intet'view.
...successful appl icants to Oxford
Universit.v.
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tpPly I to apply to an organization
for eomething such as ajob. Ile
had only applid to one allege... I
applid for ajob on the railway.
2 to apply to something or
someone. The same rule applies to
parents.S to apply something to
something else. ...the force applid
to the bar. 4 to apply yourself to
something. Mrs O)iver applied
her*lf to an examination of the
address book.

aPpointmcnt an appointment
with someone. I've got an
appintment with Mr Orpen.

rpprociataon I appreciation of or
for something that someone has
done for you. ...by showing their
real appreciation of his efforts.
...her lack ofappreciation for all he
had done for her. 2 appreciation of
the significance or quality of
something. He had a keen
appreciation ofthe power and
dangersofthe media.

apprBciative be appreciative of
something. I had always Deen
appreciative of h is writi ng.

appnthontive be apprehensive
about something or of something.
I felt a little apprehensive abut
the choice... I was apprehensive of
strangers,

appnoach I an approach to a
place. ...Aldersgate Street, for
many centuries the main approach
to London from the North.2 an
approach from someone. Mrs
Thatcher said she welcomed the
approach from Mr Gorbachov. S an
approach to something. ...his
rational apprcach to life.

tPpropraate /apraupnat/ be
appropriate to or for something or
someone; an appropriate thing for
something or someone. ...an
education system appropriatc to
local neds. ...clothing apprcpriate
for hot climatcs... It was an
appropriate start for a party ofthis
kind.

apprtoval I approval for or of a
proposal by someone; the approval

rliro
ofeomeone. Iwaegiven
McPherson's apprcval for the plan.
.. justice department apprcval of
any propd changee in loral
election laws... We've got to deciile
which ones to put forwatd for
approval by the Faculty
Com m i tte... The au thori ties'
arrangements should be subject to
the approval of the *cretary of
State.2 the approval ofsomeone:
the fact that they like something.
...her dependence on the approval
of others.

apPnOYe to approve ofsomething
or someone. I don't ueually
approve ofnew methods.

lpproramrte /aprBksamcrt/ to
approximate to something.
...stories wh ich vaguel y
approximated tn the truth.

aPtitude an aptitude for doing
something. In engineering
management, an aptitude for
languages may be important.

arbiter an arbiter of something; an
arbiter between two people or
groups. ...the lfnal arbiter of
hu man destiny. ...Germany's
renewed status as arbitcr between
East and West.

atgue I to argu.e with someone
about or over something. fiere
was no point in arguing with him...
They were arguing about politics
as they played... We would then
argue over the merits ofthe
individuals ancerned.2 to argue
for something or againot
something. Benn argued for a
rnassive extension of public
ownership... Bratkowski also
argued against active resistance.
3 to argue someone out of a plan.
His wife and friends argud him
out of this ambition.

lllac to arise from or out of
something. ...any con*quenoes
arising fiom our deision... I atn
sure their plicy arvm out of
concepts of elitism.
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armed

ermed be aI'med with somcthing.
...at'nt.v ollicars arnted with
nlachine guns.

arrango to arrange something
with someone. She arranged with
the principal of her schoo] to take
the necessar.v tinte otf.

arrest to arrest someone for a
crime or on a particular charge.
He was artested for drunken
dtiving... The police arrested her
on a chat'ge of conspirac.v to
murder.

ariive I to arrive at or in the place
you were going to. from the place
you were in before. ...bv the time
we an'ived at Victofia Station...
We arrived in Queenstown at
about 4 a.m. ...having just arrived
ftom the Caribbean.2 to arrive at
a conclusion or decision. fhad
arrived at a conclusion on the basis
of the onl.v facts then available to
me.

ascendancy ascendancy over
someone else. Liverpool confirmed
their ascendancy over Everton
with a 2-1 win.

ascribed be ascribed to a cause or
person. lllnesses ofevery kind
were ascribed to witches.

ashamed be ashamed of
something or about something. Ile
fe lt asha med of /ris seJ/lshness...
Inside. she felt ashamed about
being a failure.

ask I to ask someone questions
about something. He asked me
about my work. 2 to ask for
something or someone you want.
We asked for sandwiches and tea.
3 to ask after someone: to ask how
they are. Mrs Boismortier has
been b.v the house sevet'al times.
asking after.vou. 4 to ask
something of someone. Al1 thal is
asked ofthe reader is that the.v
approach it step bv step with an
open mind.

aspare to aspire to something. You
were not expected to aspire kt
excellence.

afaault an assault on or upon
someone or somel,hing. ...armcd
assaulls on homes, stores and
warehouses.

alrent I to assent to a proposal.
58'>i of ConsGold shareholders
have assented to the takeover
oller. 2 the assent of someone in
authority. The student had to gain
the assent of two tutors ta his
statement.

a33et I an asset to a person or
organization. He was a great asset
to the Committee.2 the assets of a
company or person.70% ofthe
assels of manufacturing companies
were foreign-owned.

asgign to assign something to
someone. ...if there are two or more
stalfpeople assigned to one group
of children.

assimalato to assimilate people
into a group. These individuals
mav not be fully assimi]ated into
the ruling class.

assist to assist someone in a task
or with a task. The navy will
assist in the trials... His pupils will
assist the local schools with
English studies.

aasocaato irsgJsicrt/l to associate
something with something else.
...the firm confidence that we
normaily associate with the
Victorian age. 2 to associate with
someone. Vaughan has been
associating with a known criminal.

association in association with
someone else- ...wot'king in
association with the Peruvian
National Institute of Culturc.

aasufe to assure someone of
something. I believed that being
an intellectual assured me of a
higher life.

aStonashod be astonished at
something or by something. I was
astonished at the speed of the
reaction... I am always astonished
bv their kindness.

astonishmont astonish ment at
something. ...her aston ishment itt
her sister's depar!ure.
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otono to atone for something
wrong. Francrs atoned for his lapse
with inspiring play in the second
half.

tttlch I to attach something to
something else. This string is
attached tn the outside ofthe peg.
2 to attach to something. A
certain romance attaches to oryra
singers.

ettached be attached to someone
or something. I really was very
attached to him.

attack I an attack on a person or
place. ...attacks on defenceless
civ il ians. 2 an attack of an illness.
...an attack of gastro-enteritis.

attemPt I an attempt at doing
something. He made an attempt at
appearing to be in control.2 an
attempt on someone's life. Fears
that an attempt on Mr. Mandela's
life might be made were being
taken serioudy.

attend to attend to something or
someone. I shall attend to that
matter shortly.

attondlnco I attendance at an
event or institution. Saturday's
attendance at the Wimbledon
tennis championships was 28,077.
2 in attendance; in attcndance
on someone. There was no longer
any reason to keep Ashok in
attendance on him.

attett to attest to something. ?hrs
letter clearly attests to her sanity.

attarod be attired in clothes of
some kind. He was at least six feet
tdl, elegantly attired in a fur-
col I ared cas h mere coat.

attitudo someone's attitude to
something. ...his own personal
attitude to life.

altract to attract someone to
someone or something. ...that
quality which had first attracted
him to her.

al;tractaon 1 someone's attraction
to something. I was unable to
account for this strange attnction
tn a country I had never seen.
2 the attraction of something

aveLion
interesting or appealing. Half the
attraction ofc]imbing is playing
with danger.

lttributo irrrtbju : t/ to attribute
something to a person or cause.
The death of Mrs Thurston was
attributed to the horrors she had
witnessed. ,.,a remark attributcd
to l,ord Northcliffe.

rttunod be attuned to something.
...being attuned to other people's
moods,

euditaon to audition for acting or
singing work, or for someone such
as a director. ...when Elizabeth
Taylor auditioned for the lead in
National Velvet.

augur to augur well or ill for
something. This augurs well for
vout career.

auspices under the auspices of
someone. The committee was
assembled under the auspices of
the Sunday Times.

authoraty I authority over
someone. ...men with complete
authority over their children.2 an
authority on a particular subject.
...Edith Standen, a distinguishd
authority on tapestry.

avaal I to avail yourselfof
something. Some people might
wish to avail themselves of the
ministry's services. 2 to no avail;
be of no avail. The young
lieutenant continued to plead with
the captain, but to no avai|... k
seemd as ifall the pleading and
threats were ofno avail,

lYailable be available for
someone, as something, or for a
purpose. ...cutting down the fd
supplies available for each
Wtson... Gagraphy is also
available as a B.Sc. course in the
cdlege. ...the police manpwer
available for this task.

avefaga on average. People move
house on average once every eight
years.

avoralon an aversion to
something. ...the average cit izen's
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B

avid

profound aversion Lo doing whaL
he or she is tald.

avid be avid for something. More
and more correspondents arrived-
all avid for good. sensational
stories.

awaken to awaken to a fact. In
middle age. they awaken to the
realization that they don't know
anyone.

awaid to award something to
someone. ...medals awarded to
those who fought in the Free
French Forces during the Second
World War.

awafo be aware of something.
...waiting for some sign that he
was aware ofher presence.

awaSh be awash with something.
The plain was awash with water.

back to back onto a place. ...in our
little garden, which backs onto the
other gardens ofthe square.

background the background to
an event: a background of a
particular kind ofthing. ?he
background to the case had been
the subject of great controversy.
...against this background of
continuing unrest.

backlog a backlog of things to be
dealt with. ...the backlog of
un p roce s sed a ppl i c at ion s.

bad I be bad at doing something.
The Romans were bad at science.
2 be bad for someone or
something. Nobody wants to talk
about it because it's bad for
business.

badge a badge of a quality or
status. A mastery of reading and
writing was a badge o{class.

bail to bail someone out ofa
difficult situation. ...even ifhe
bailed me out of financial trouble
now.

balance I to balance on
something. Soon the bird learned
to balance on the edge ofmy hand.
2 to balance one thing or idea
sgainst another. He had to
balance what they wanted against
what their rivals wanted.S a
balance between things or of
things. ...the ba lance between
teaching and research. ...a balance
of forces within society.4 be off
balance: be unsteady or confused.
He was almost thrown off balance.
5 be in the balance: be uncertain.
Everything was still in the
balance. 6 on balance: after
considering all the facts. On
balance, there seems little doubt
that they are following the wiser
path.

balk I to balk at something
unpleasant. However, Mr Sonell is
likely to balk at such a pilce.2 to
balk someone of something they
wanted. ...in order to balk the
court of any opportunity of making
a decision.

ban I to ban someone from an
activity or place. They had banned
me from al] contact with them...
They were banned from state
schooJs.2 a ban on something.
The ban on publicity may now be
lifted.

banish to banish someone or
something from a place or thing or
to another place. ...to banish
hunger and poverty from the
earth... Even the Foreign
Secretaries are banished to
another room.

bank I to bank with a particular
bank. ?he case involved a
company which banked with
Barclays.2 to bank on something
happening. It is possible that he
may relent, but don't bank on it.

bar to bar someone from a place or
from doing something. foreign
reliefagencies were barred from
the disaster area... The defendant
is almost invariably barred from
participating in his trial.

96



brro be bare ofaomething. ?he
roomswerc l*gelyfurcof
fuirniturc.

br4nln I to bargain with
someone for Eomething. He's now
ia a btter peition to baryain with
Rucaia... Japanw stcel pduen
udually join forces tn bargain for
wl eupplies.2 to have not
bargained for something
unexpected. This was one
complication he had not bargaind
for.

batt to bark at someone or
something. Their dog catne in and
staftd barking at me... Uust do
me afavour!'he barkd at the
ctowd.

barrier a barrier to something that
is prevented. ...the single greatest
barrier to reform.

bate f to base something on or
upon something else. ...a class
system bascd on land ownerchip.
2 a base for a system, method, or
particular task. It forms a basc for
later discussion.

baric be basic to something. ...t[e
fear of the unknown which is basic
to the bhaviour of all animals.

barit t the basis for or of an idea,
system or method, Past experience
is the t*,etbasis for a spund
judgement... Cwiosity is the basis
oflearning.Z on the baeiB of
something. No fair-minded juror
would onvict me on the basis of
such evidence.

bttk to bask in the eun or ir
approval or attention. They baskd
in the warmth of public appmval.

bartion a bastion of something
which is preaerved; a baetion
againet eomething which is
regigted. ...the bstions of privilege
at the apx of the cla* structure.
...the principal bastion against this
aggrc*ion.

bdh. f to bathe in water. Bathing
inthe *a is no longer pwible
therc.Z to be bathed in light or
eweat. The stage was futhed in
blue light... Gant realized that his

bcllcve

My waebathd in a eweat of
rclief

brfilo f a battle between two
groupo; a battle wlth or agalnrt
another group. ...the battle
btwen the gds and the giants.
...the Grd who helpd us in our
battle with the Britieh. ...ita
fu tt I ee a gai net the gove nne nt.
2 a battle for something that you
want, rSrlnrt something that you
want to stop, or over aomething
tlrat ie in dispute. ...the battle for
safer and healthier working
envitonments... He d.id fight in the
battle for New York leland. ...the
battle against caner. ...the battle
over next year's budget.

bcam to beam at someone. fftey
bamd at each other.

bcar to bear down on or upon
somsone or something. ...swervr'ng
b avoid a huge horry thatbre
down on them.

bcckon to beckon to eorneone. IIe
fukond tn me: 'Come herc,
Hugh.'

bcg to beg for something; to beg
money or food from someone.
Peter bggd for more stories.
...kids begging cigarettes ftom
passc.rs-by.

bcgin f to begin with something
or by doing something. Ihe
pmphletbgins with the heading
'A party ofNationalisn and
Patriotism'... He bgan by
aplogizing pofu*ly about what
hadhappnd.2 tobeginae
something ofa particular kind.
Thistook tr,gan as a eurtey of
higher education 3 to begin with
a particular letter. All government
agencies have a code natne
bginningwithOD.

bcllcf a belief in eomething.
...affitming their blief in his
innocence.

bclicvc I to believe in the
exiatence of something. f don ?
believe in God. 2 to believe in
something you are in favour of.
They blieve in equality.
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belong

belong to belong to a person,
thing, or group. ...a toY tdescoPe
belonging ta one of my children...
He also bdonged to an
organization called the Young
Front.

beloved be beloved of a type of
person. ...the big windows fuloved
ofmodern architects.

belt I be below the belt be unfair.
I felt Weatherby's next question
was a little below the belt.
2 under your belb achieved. I{e
starts today's race with two
victories under his fu|t.

beneficial be beneficial to
someone or something. ...reforms
beneficial to the mass ofpeople.

beneficiary a beneficiary of
something. Tbey are perceived as
beneficiaries of the industrial
systDm.

benefit I tobenefitfrom
something or by something. ?he
children benefit from knowing
tbeir fathers better... One-parent
families wiil benefit by this
reform.2 for the benefit of
someone: in order to help them.
...to use this new tool for the
benefit of all mankind. 3 be of
benefit to someone; to the benefit
of someone: helping them. Algeria
was not willing to risk a single
citizen in a cause that could be of
no direct benefit to herself. ...to
forge stronger links between
voters and politicians, to the
lasting benefit of both.

bent be bent on or upon doing
something. They seemed bent on
avenging his death.

boqueath to bequeath something
to someone. General Compson had
bequeathed the gun to him.

bereft be bereft ofsomething.
...crumbling slums berell of the
most basic amenities.

bo3et be beset by or with
difficulties, danger, or problems.
Daniel found himself beset by
tech n ical diffi cu lt ies. ... a society

that is bset with profound
contradictions.

berottcd be besottcd with
something. He wasbsotted with
the country and its people.

beatow to bestow something on or
upon someone. I want b thank
them for the honour they want to
bestow on me.

bet to bet on the outcome of
something. Zvereva was asked if
people should bet on her to win the
Championship.

bottly to betray someone or a
secret to an enemy. I know he
would never betray me to
anybody... These phrases betray
their real intentions to the
opposition.

bewatt to beware of something.
Beware of becoming too
complacent.

bewildered be bewildered by
something or at something. ?ie
policemen, bewildered by the
racket, had stopped too... Just a
minute,' Uri said, somewhat
bewildered at the rapid turn of
events.

biared be biased against someone
or something; be biased in favour
of or towards someone or
something. ...this tendency of
judges to be biasd against
workers in sucb cases...
Educational opportunity is heavily
biased in favour ofmiddle-class,
urban people... Home-ownership
policies are biased towards the
preferences of the rich.

bid f to bid for something at an
auction. ...if you are planning to
bid for the property that you want
atanauction.Z abidfor
something you want. MobrJ las
also made a bid for the company.

bill the bill for something that you
are buying; a bill for a particular
amount. The bill for my uniform
came to ten pounds... He
remembered the bill for more than
twelve dollars that Boylan had
paid.
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blnd to bind someone to a person,
group, or thing. ...the ties which
bind him b hie colleagues.

blt to bits. If it turna out you're not
who you say you arc, I'll blow you
to bits.

blrmc I to blame someone or
something for a bad situatio4 or
event. Each man has blamed the
other for shrting the fight.2 tn
blame a bad situation or event on
someone or something. Police
blamd the violence on excessive
drin*ing.

blarphemy blasphemy againet
something that is sacred. ...alleged
blasphemy aga i nst IsI am.

blaze I to blaze with light, colour,
or a strong feeling. The cottage
gardens blaze with irises and
lilies... Her face blazed with joy.
2 ablaze of light or colour. When
night falls, the village is a blaze of
lights.

blend I to blend one thing with
another; to blend two or more
things into something new. ...a
des*rtspn of cornflour blendd
with a little milk... Bach and
Brahms blendd into this weitd
sound.2 a blend oftwo or more
things. Tlrese are a blend of a
variety ofoils. ...a strange and
wistful blend ofvoices.S to blend
in with or blend into the
background. Don't b onspicuous,
blend in with your surroundings...
Tlee snakes arc geen, but they
blend so well into foliage.

blind f be blind to something that
you aFe unaware of. A brib makes
pople blind to what is right...
Most customers are completely
blind to what a waitress is doing.
2 be blind with a feeling. A
moment before, I'd ben blind with
anger,

blogom to blossom into a new,
form or state. Karen bgan to
blossom i nto wo ma nhood.

blow 1 a blow on or to a part of
someone's bdy, from a weapon.
He had received a blow on the

bond

cheek bne... He had Dr;en killd by
a blow to the brain... A eingle
slaehingblow fiom a ewordhad
bmken Tuku's bact. 2 a blow to
someone or to their hopea or pride.
...yet another blow to hopa of the
early capture of the ki[[er. 3 a
blow for something you support or
againet eomething you do not
support. I did my best to strike a
blow for modern xience...
President Garcia described the
arrest as a blow against
subversjon. 4 to blow money on
something expeneive or trivial.
'I'm going to ker,p the money.'-"To
blow it on drinks?'

blueprint a blueprint for or of
something in the future. ...a
blueprint for survival... Every cell
in our bdies contains this
essential blueprint of life.

boaat to boast to someone about
something or of something. Sle
boasted about her acquaintance
with him to her friends... They
basted of their prowess.

lroat by boat People could get ta
France and then come over by
bat.

bodc to bode well or ill for
someone or something. It Dodes
well for his future.

boil to boil down to something. It
boils down to mutual agreement.

bolt to bolt something to or onto
another thing. ...simple pulleys
with flat plates bltcd to the rim...
A two-way radio was blted ontn
thetrop,f.

bombard to bombard someone
with questions or ideae; to
bombard something with things.
...bmbarding them with a
bw i ldering *iles of suggestions...
He bmbards male inwts with
radioactive particles to sterili*
them.

bond a bond ofa particular kind
between two or more people.
...shengthening tJre Dond between
membra of the gmup ...a Dr,nd of
mutual depnden@ and love.
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bone

bone to bone up on a subject.
dilficult for matutc students

those parents. ...a thirty-nine-
.vear-old lawyer, born of Quaker
parents in California. S be born of
a particular feeling or activity.
...fear born of hatc or distrust.

borrow I to borrow money or a
possession from someone or ofr
someone. Jeremy had to brrow a
cloth from the barman... He was
prsuaded to authorize the plice
to borrow hie house key offthe
nextdoor neighbour.2 to borrow
an idea or word from a person,
piece ofwriting, or language. Its
title isbonowed from Wilde's
decorative phrase in De Profundis.

bother I not to bother with or
about something that you could
do, use. or deal with. lile won't
bother with the candles. ...a
mystcry that he felt too contented
to bother about solving.2 not to
bother about something that
might worry you. Don't bother
about me. I'm fine.

bothered be bothered about
something worrying. You're
getting all bothered about nothing.

bound I be bound by a rule, law,
or restriction of some kind. ?hey
are bound by the rules ofthe game.
2 be bound to something or
someone else. I find myself more
firmly bound to my people than
ever before. 3 be bound for a
destination. ...a plane bound for
Jersey.4 be bound up with a
particular problem, situation, or
activity. The problem ofpoverty is
bound up inexbicably with the
problem ofriches.

boundary I the boundary ofa
country or region; the boundary
between two countries or regions.
...the bundaries of the new states.
...the boundary between the Free
State and the Eastern Province.
2 the boundary between two
types of thing. ...the child who
seems automatically to know the
boundary between freedom and
licence,

It is
to

bone up on the sciences.
book I a book by someone about

something or on a particular
subjectl a book of different pieces
of writing. ...the subject of a book
by Morton M Hunt... She had
written a book abut her
childhood. ...a book on
communism, ..,a book of poems.
2 to book someone for committing
an offence. This was the twenty-
third time he had been booked for
poaching deer. 3 to book into a
hotel. He's booked into the hotel
for two nights.

boom a boom in a particular
activity or type of event. High
profitability is helping to fund the
boom in investment.

boon a boon to someone. Baby-
sitters are a boon to parents.

border I the border between or of
two countries; the border of one
country with another. ...the border
between the two American
nations. ...near the border of
Spain... The border with Hungary
was closed.2 to border on another
country. ...other small countries
Lhat border on the fuviet empire.
3 to border on another state,
feeling, or way ofbehaving. f
cultivated an air of p)iteness
bordering on subservience.

bordedine the borderline
between two thingsl the
borderline of something. The novel
examines the borderline between
fact and fiction... I have not been
able to discover where the
borderline of fantasy begins and
ends.

bored be bored with something or
by something. By then he was
bored with the project... He seemed
bored by the proceedings.

born I to be born to parents: used
to refer to the time when a baby is
born. The twins were born to a
surrogate mother. 2 be born of
particular parents: be the child of
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bow lbgg/f to bow to someone, ae a
mark of respect . Agassi bowd to
all four sides of the aurt before
hugging his aach. 2 to bow to
pressure, or someone's wishee,
demands, opinions, and so on. ?he
Chancellor bowed to City advice.
3 to bow out of an activity. David
Lcan bowed out of apparing.

boycott a boycott ofsomething,
on something, or against a thing
or country. ..-the bycott of
examinations by academics. ...the
international fuycott on sporting
links with South Africa...
Hardliners called for a boycott
against British goods and
companies.

blace to brace yourselffor
something bad. Police are bracing
themselves for a spatc of
shootings.

brag to brag to someone about
something. She had overheard him
bragging to his comrades about
how he had been followed.

brainwath to brainwash someone
into thinking or doing something.
... consumers brainwashed i nto
believing that factary products are
superior.

brake a brake on or upon
development or activity. ...seeing
age as a brake on progress,

brand to brand someone as a
particular kind ofperson. They are
branded as failures.

breachl abreachofan
agreement or rule. ...a serious
breach ofprison regulations.2 be
in breach ofan agreement or
rule. -EIe was technically in breach
ofcontract. S a breach in a wall or
barrier. ...the only breach in the
wall's defences.4 a breach
between two friends or relatives.
There had been a total breach
between them some years aller her
second marriage.

break I to break with a group,
colleague, or tradition. In 1960 he
finally broke with the party.Z a

bricf
break wlth a group, colleague, or
tradition. ...the catalyst in
bringing abut its break with
labour... The brcak with the pst
hae been dramatic. 3 to break
someone of a habit. Cecil uc€d to
chew hie nails bfore I brcke him
ofit.4 to break eome bad or
surprising news to someone. On
our r.eturn, I brcke the bad news to
Jimmy.6 to break for a meal or
drink. By mid-morning he was
finished with tlis task, and bv,ke
for a cup of coffee. 6 a break in an
activity or state. The fights were
seen as a break in the monotony.
7 a break from something that is
boring or unpleasant. ft fieralded a
complete break from the apathy of
their normal lives. S to break into
a building. ...the man who had
broken into his home and
murdered his wife. I to break into
laughter, song, a run, and eo on.
When Rudolph saw her, he broke
into a run. l0 to break out of an
undesirable way of life. He feared
b break out of the anventional
life which had slowly sullocated
him. ll to break through a
barrier. When they broke thrcugh
the dar, they discoverd gold.
12 to break away from a person or
group. A group broke away from
the parent body. l3 to break in on
someone or a conversation or
activity. It seemed a pity to break
in on his enjoyment. 14 to break
out in spots or a sweat. When f saw
their faces, I broke out in a sweat.

bridge I a bridge over or acroaa
something such as a river. ...the
bridge over the Charles River.
..joined onb the castle by a
covered bridge across the moat.2 a
bridge between different people,
groups, or things. Industrial
designers frequently act as a
com m u n icati on bridge btwe n
other tcam members.

bdcl in brief: used when giving a
snmmary. The facts, in brief, are
as follows.
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brlm

bdm to brim with a particular
emotion. The New kalanders, who
have traind this w*k, are
bri m m i ng w ith anfidence.

bring I to bring a person or thing
with you to a place; to bring
something to a person. ...a boo&
which she had brcughtback with
her to France.,. Occasionally she
brcught Carc to London... She
brought the drink to me and set it
on the table.Z to bring a quality or
thing to or for a person, thing, or
place. A new pair ofshes brings
morc happiness to a child than a
new car brings to a gtawn man...
SmaII improvements in the
population situation can bring
massive benefits for the poorest
countries.S to bring something to
an end or stop. It tnk several
letters to bring the relationship to
an end.4 to bring shame on a
group; to bring trouble on
yourself. This would have brought
gteat shame on all concerned. S to
bring a response from someone.
This last remark brought sniggers
from the choir.6 to bring someone
or something into a particular
state or situation. ...sentiments
which would later bring him into
anfl ict with Party leadership. 7 tn
bring a charge againet someone.
No charge of mutder was brought
against them.8 to bring someone
out in apots. fumetimes pople
think some food or other brings
them out in a rash.

brink on the brink ofan event or
experience. Cunard was on the
brink ofbankruptcy.

brirtle to bristle with a large
quantity ofthinge. ...five ships
bristling with radar and radio
antEnnae... This topic bristles with
unanswe rable questions,

brood to brood over eomething, on
something, or about something. I
sat back and fuupdcd over what I'd
done... I broded on the pmblem of
the best use I could make of my
freedom... Oldham found himself

bding about the plie and the
woman.

browlo to browse through a
magazine or book. Browe through
the following paged and choo* a
holidayjust right for you.

brurh I a brush with Bomeone. We
were still agitatd by the brush
with the plice.2 to brush up on a
subject. He definitely nedd to
brush up on his knowledge ofrural
American cuetomg

bubble to bubble with a lively
quality. His wife, Marie, bubbld
with vitality.

buckle to buckle down to a task.
Crick auld now buckle down tn his
thesis.

budge not to budge on a matter or
not to budge from your idea or
decision. He refu*s to budge on
desiga principles he knows to be
sound... But do what they might,
the British would not budge fiom
thei r i mmi gration plicy.

budget to budget for something
that you will have to spend money
on. Electricity, gas, and telephone
bills can all be budgetd for.

build f to build something into a
system or thing. ...as you build
greatcr challengee inta your
personal fitness prograntme.2 to
build something on or upon a
principle or basie. This morelity
was built on two foundations. 3 lo
build on something that has been
achieved. The fourth job is to build
on this progress.

bulge to bulge with a mass of
something. I suppsr- you've come
back with your pockets bdging
with money.

bulk in bulk When you deal in
fine prelain, you can't order in
bulk.

bully to bully someone into doing
something. They try to bully us
into buying their yvducts.

bulmrt a bulwark against
eomething undeeirable or of
something that is preeerved.
...bulwarks against chau. ...its
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Wst role as a bulwark of the
tegime.

bump I to bump into a person or
object. As slre backed away, she
bumped into someone behind her.
2 to bump into someone you
happen to meet. A week ago the
two men had bumped into each
other in G'oodge Street.

burden I a burden on someone or
something; be a burden to
someone. This system would place
intolenble burtens on tr,achers... I
tried not to be a burden to my
father.2 to burden someone with
a problem. However, I mustn't
burden you with my problems.

butdened be burdened with or by
something troublesome or heavy.
Many were burdened with the
spcial equipment that their
particular jobs demanded... He was
burdened by a huge civilian
population that had to be fed.

burning be burning with anger or
humiliation. The jailers were
silently burning with rage.

burtt I to burst into tears,
laughter, song, or flames. She
burst into tcars and fled.2 to burst
in on someone. He suddenly burst
in on me during a meeting.

burrting be bursting with energy,
happiness, or excitement. ?he
children were there, bursting with
life as usual.

bury I to bury a dead person in a
place. Ile wished to b burid in
the churchyard. 2 to bury your
face or head in something. She
buried her face in her hands and
sobbed.

bur by bue. He had returned home
by bus.

bucy I be busy with something
you are dealing wilh. ...if you are
busy with your hobbies.2 to busy
yourself with something. IIe
busjed hjmself with plates and
cups and saucers.

butt the butt ofjokes or for
teasing. The butt ofthe satire is a
Wmpouq ageing scientist... His

capablo

brash matine* made Simon an
obvious butt for humour.

buy to buy something from
someone. He had bught the
equipment from a slesman.

burz to buzz with converration.
The rcom buzed with excitd
questions.

by-prcduct a by-product of a
process or thing. Oxygen is
released inta the atmoephere ae a
by- prduct of phot^sy nthesi s.

cab by cab. Mr and Mrs Simpson
came by cab.

c.dge to cadge something off
someone or from someone. ?fie
troops cadged a few cigarettes off
us. ...the drinks they could cadge
from others,

caked be caked with a substance.
His fingers were caked with grime.

call I to call someone by a
particular type of name. He never
called her by her first name.2 tn
call on someone who is at home.
Peter and I called on her in her
cottage. S to call for someone in
order to take them somewhere.
What time shall I call for you? 1 tn
call on someone to do something.
The keepr cdled on Father to
help him.5 to call for something
to be done. He called for massive
increases in defence spending...
$mething more radical was called
for.

campaagn to campaign for
something or against something.
...campaigning for legal and
political equality.
... env imnme nta I ists cam pa i gn i ng
aga i nst n uc lear wearyna

GaPlblo be capable ofdoing
something. The workers wene no
longer capable of bringing atr,ut
revolution... The car is cap.ble of a
top sped of 17O mph.

c
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capit lazo

GtPitrliza to cspitalize on or
upon something. ...people who
have capitalized on violence.

car by car. We had to travel
seventy miles by car.

Gara I to car€ for someone: to look
after them. She has cared for other
people's babies. 2 to care for or
about someone: to feel affection
for them. Does he care for her?...
They care about each other. S not
to care for someone or something:
to dislike them. General
Ravenscrcft didn't care for him
much... I didn't care for the way he
called me'mister'.

case 1 the case for doing or having
something. This is clearly a case
for breaking with tradition. ...the
case for more individual freedom.
2 the case for or ag&intt someone
who is on trial. ...the case for the
defence. ...the case against David
Poindexbr.

cash to cash in on a situation. f
don't blame businessmen for
cashing in on t}eir success.

caat I to cast an actor aa a
character in a play. I rcmember
being cast as Julius Caesar.2 to
caet doubt on something. Tfie
opposition were casting doubt on
the official anclusion.

catch I tobecaughtinan
unplensant situation. She was
caught in a cruel dilemma.Z tn
catch up with someone who is in
front of you. Kevin racd to catch
up with him.3 to catch up on
something you have not had time
to do. This will help you catch up
on the hou*work 4 to be caught
up in a situation. You are bound to
fu caught up in events.6 to catch
up with a criminal. The plice
caught up with them in the end.

Gategolizc to categorize someone
or something ae a particular thing.
Many of them had [een
catcgorized as insane... The group
would have been categorized as
belonging tn the extreme end of
the pol i ti cal spectrum.

catct to cater to or for people or
their nee<ls. ...a college catering ta
the rich... Newspapers cater for a
variety oftaetee.

cauta cause for a feeling or type of
behaviour. There wae wme cause
for concern... They were unable to
see any cause for rejoicing.

ccdc to cede territory or power to
another country or person. Part of
the mainland was ceded to Grcat
Britain... His government had to
cede pwer to the black mqiority.

coaling a ceiling on aomething
such as prices or wagea. ...the 6 pr
cent ceiling on sales grcwth.

centrrl be central to something.
Information technologr is central
to i m prov i ng prducti vity.

Contne to centre or be centred
round, around, or on something.
College life is centted round hall,
chapel and lodgings. ...a training
programme which iscenf,lred
around the study *minar...
Intcrest has centred on the u* of
solar energy.

Gottrin be certain of something or
about something. It was so dark
that no-one could be ertain of
what was happning... People are
not certain abut the
con*quenceg.

certtinty with certain$. We
couldn't say with ertainty that
the child would b abnormal.

ccrtify to certify someone or
something as being a particular
thing. Exported beefmust b
certified as omiag frum apprcved
farms... Nevertheles, we cannot
certify the moon as ompletely
uninhabitcd.

chtfc to chafe at or under an
undesirable situation. Ihe
neighburing farmerc chafed at
the delay... They had bn chafing
under the stern rale exerci*d by
the village headman.

chemplon a champion of a cause,
principle, or group ofpeople. ...a
champion of the First Amendment.
...the champion of the poletariat.
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chlnce I the chance or chancee of
something happening. They had a
gd chane ofwinning the 1953
election... His chancea of success
arc prctty god.2 by chance:
used to talk about evenLs that are
not planned. ...a man whom he
might have met by chance.

chango I a change of something.
The world went thmugh a gteat
change of climate. 2 a change in a
particular thing or person. There
would be a mqjor change in
Egrptian foreign plicy.S be a
change from something. ?he
d*ision was a sharp change frcm
past procedure. 4 to change from
one thing to or into another. The
ountry gradually changed from
forest to muddy plain... Britain
changed her foreign policy from
one offorce to one of
apryasement... H i s I a ughtcr
changed abruptly to a cry ofpain...
His face *emd to have changed
into a mask of hatred. 5 to change
into a different set ofclothes. S}te
changed into her street clothes.
6 to have change for a banknote.
Have you got change for a fiver?

characteriitic be characteristic
of someone or something. ...that
reliance on themselves which had
fuen characteristic of the Bfitish.
...those large, curved tiles so
characteri sti c of East Anglia.

characterize I to characterize
someone or something as a
particular thing. His published
diary will cover more than 2000
pages, and he characterizes it as
an autobiography. 2 ta be
characterized by a particular
feature. ...public awareness that is
characterized by strong feelings of
distrust... The future is more likely
to be characterized by inflation
than unemp)oyment.

charge I to charge a sum ofmoney
for goods or a *rvice. They charge
ten pence for them... The museum
will stiil charge for admission.2 Lo

charge someone with an offence. A

choque

g?and jury charyed Williams with
mudering Cate r... Evangel ina
wae charged with dition. g the
charge againet an accused peraon.
Thejudge annound that he was
dmpping all charges againat
Franklin.A in charte; in charge
of someone or something:
responsible for them. Im in charge
now... I was in charge of furah and
Patn. ...the man in charge of the
building.

chargcd be charged with a quality
or feeling. ...an atmosphere that
was highly charged with emotion.

chlt I to chat to or with someone
about something. Jane chatted ta
Nell aboutall the popleshe'd
heard from... He strolled down the
road and chattcd with the pas*rs-
by. 2 a chat with someone about
something. I had a chat with Joy
Lc moi ne about old ti mes.

chatter to chatter about
something. We caught twenty or
thirty fish and chattcred about it
for weeks-

Gheat I to cheat at a game. I never
cheat at cards! 2 to cheat someone
of or outof something. She ls
likely to be robbed or eheatcd of
her land... I bet he cheatcd you out
ofthat trust money.

check I to check on or check up
on someone or something. Por'rot
checked on a point here and
there... The Council had checked
up on her and decided that she was
too old.Z to check with someone
that something is correct or
possible. You won't do anything
without checking with the
Organization?3 to check into or
out ofa hotel. Ile cfiec&ed inta a
small boarding house... The
following morning he checked out
ofthe hotel.4 to check in at a
hotel or airport. He cbecks in at
the hotel at four o'clock.

chcque I bycheque. The
groundsmen are also paid by
cheque.2 a cheque for a
particular amount. IIe wiJI recejve
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choke

a chque for f300 and a glass
tankard.

choke to choke on something you
are eating or drinking. Mr'ller
s*md about tn choke on his
drink.

choked be choked with a
substance. ...a little fountain
choked with mud.

chooSe I To choose someone or
something as a particular thing. A
few weeks ago you wete chosen as
the new Bishop ofJarrow.2 To
choose someone or something for a
particular purpose or occasion. Mr
Stokes had been chosen for the

job... I chose a yellow dress for that
night.

chum to chum up with someone.
You could have chummed up with
Maclean.

cipher in cipher: written in a
secret code. Most of us wrote in
cipher.

caicumferenco in
circumference. Its artificial lakes
are ten or twenty kilometres in
circumference.

circumttence in the
circumstances; under the
circumstances. In the
circumstances his sense ofhumour
was amazing... Under the
circumstances this was hardly
surprising.

cato to cite something as an
example, a reason, or evidence.
She cited ditlerences of opinion as
the reason for her departure... Low
wages were cited as the main
ca use for d issati sfacti o n.

clod be clad in particular clothes.
She was clad in L7th-centurv
costume.

claam I a claim for something you
think you are entitled to. ...a claim
for compensation. 2 your claim to
a particular statts. The Labour
Party could reassert its claim to
popular leadership. S a claim on
or upon someone or their time.

Tiey have a claim upn our
)oyalty.

clamour to clamour for something
you want. I was always
clamouring for work.

clamP I to clamp one thing to
another. ...a steel trap clantped to
the cygaet's leg.2 to clamp down
on people or their activities. ?fie
authorities were *eking to clamp
down on trade union activity.

claah I to clash with someone
over something. Its chairman was
already clashing with Benn over
this proposal... Catholic youths
clashed with police in Belfast.2 tn
clash with another thing. The use
ofreason would have clashed with
the strong mystical element.

claS! to class someone or
something as a particular thing.
Such men should not fu classed as
common labourers.

claslify to classify someone or
something as a particular thing.
Literacy education is classified as
'educatioo for the disadvantaged'.

claw to claw at someone or
something. Connie clawed at his
face.

cleanie to cleanae someone or
something of something
undesirable. His body should be
cleansed of all sin.

cling I to cling to someone or
something. She clung to Mrs
Hochstadt's arm. 2 to cling to an
idea or way ofbehaving. Both
parties clung ta the principles of
social demeracy.

clogged be clogged with things.
Herald fuuare was cloggd with
people... Our minds arc clogged
with false opinions.

clote /kleus/l be close to a place,
thing, or state. The restaurant was
quite close to the airprt... This is
close to the truth... I had bcen close
to hrJng killed.Z be cloee to
someone you like. I had pown a
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1

close to Hattie that it hurt Lo see
her leave. S/klouz/ to close in on
someone.you are attacking. ?hc
Mandinkas closed in on
fuumaoro's forces.

closetod be closeted with
someone. Worried airline officials
have been closetcd with their
bankers all this week.

close-up in close-up. .,.pictures of
terrible casualties. shown in close'
up,

clothod be clothed in particular
clothes. She was clothed in a

crumpl ed school u n i fo r m.

clue the clue to something that you
are trying to solve or understand. f
had the clue to something that had
long baffled me.

clutch to clutch at something. She
clutched at my hand.

cluttored be cluttered with
objects. ...a kind of platform,
cluttered with crates and churns.

coach by coach. We usually go by
coach.

coast I on the coast on land next
to the sea. The family was at one of
their other houses on the coast.
2 off the coast: in the sea near to
the coast. ...a ridge 250 miles olf
the coast of Mexico.

coat to coat a surface or object in
something or with something.
Shake the pan to coat the
mushrooms in fat. ...flass coated
withaluminium.

coax I to coax someone into doing
something. He may be able to coax
her inta going along with him.2 Lo

coax someone out of a place or
state. IIe wouldn't let anyone coax
him out ofhis house again... She
would tcnderly coax the poor girl
out ofher depression.

code in code. ...information typed
in code.

coefco to coerce someone into
doing something. The employers

combine

tried to cerce them inlo signing
an illegal agreement.

cooxi3t to coexist with another
thing, person, or group. ...a llsh
sryies which can coexist with
other marine life.

cohabit to cohabit with someone.
She has no intention ofcohabiting
wilh the father of her baby.

coil to coil round or around
something. ...a tree with a snake
coiled round it.

coancido to coincide with another
event. Dottie's departure coi ncided
with Toby's marriage.

collaborate to collaborate with
someone in something or on
something. We should collaborate
with other colleges in putting
forward proposals. ...a system in
which a university and an
industrial firm collaborate on
major programmes of research.

collide to collide with someone or
something. He collided with one of
the men from the ship... The car
stalled as it collided with the bank.

co!lision a collision with
something or between two things.
...the danger ofcollision with
another ship. ...a collision between
two cars.

colour in colour: used of films.
television programmes, or
photographs. They had photos of
themselves printed in colour.

comb to comb a place for
something. The district had been
combed for recruits.

combination in combination
with something or someone. Tley
were tested in combination with
other chemicals... The head
teacher, in combination with his
colleagaes, arranges the teaching
ofthe groups ofpupils.

combine to combine one thing
with another. Her writing
combines objectivity with a delt
management of style. ...a perfect
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example of prcfeesional exprti*
ambined with prconal charm.

coma 1 to come to a place. At last
he came to Philadelphia. 2 to come
from or out of a place. Whole
families came frcm neighbouring
villages to loo,k at her... Rager and
Maurice came out of the forest.
3 to come from a place: to have
been born there. She comes from
New Zealand... Where do you come
ftom? 4 tn cn,me from something:
to be the result ofit. ?le wealth of
industrial society could only come
from the toil ofthe masses. S bo

come to a person or to their mind.
Vague thoughts and memories
came ta her... A scene came to his
mind.6 to come to or into a
particular state. The argument
came to an end... They hid when I
came into sight... He first came
into prominence when he finished
fifth in the Tokyo Olympics. 7 tn
come to or onto a particular topic.
I'm going to come to that in a
minute... You then come onto the
whole question of Northern
Ireland. S to come to a particular
amount. My income now comes to
865 a week.9 to come on, upon,
or acroEa something or someone:
to find or meet them by chance. A
few hours later they came upon a
beautiful plain... Sometimes he
came acnoas anapshots ofhimself
and Hilary.l0 to come as a
surprise, shock, or relief. The news
came as a relief.ll to come in a
particular form or colour. ?}is
device comes in two parts... Few
people realise that ladybirds come
in different colours. 12 to come by
a possession: to obtain it. Everyone
knows how Barbara came by her
fur coat.lS to come between two
people: to spoil their friendship. I
believe he wanted to ame between
you and Celia. 14 to come under
criticism or attack. It would son
come under very heavy ptessure.
l5 to come under romeone'g
authority or control. Day

Nuttle,riee ame under the
Department of Health and fucial
Security.16 to come down to a
particular consideration: uged
when mentioning the moBt
important consideration. When it
comes down to it, they're all on the
side of the employers. 17 to come
in for blame or criticism. Ifis
Department has come in for
special criticism. l8 to come out
with a remark. He actually came
out with a word of praise... He
came out with'Of course you have
met my niece before.' 19 to come
round to something. We shall have
ta come round to their way of
thinking... He had come round ta
loving her. 20 to come up against
a problem or difficulty. Everyone
comes up against that hurdle
sooner or later. 2l to come up for
discussion or election. .Financial
obligations and partnerships now
come up for review. 22 to come up
to a particular standard. It never
really came up to expctations,
23 to come up with a proposal or
suggestion. The people of a
neighbouring kingdom came up
with a tempting prcposition.

command I be in command be
in command of a situation or
group of people. Colonel
Wentworth was in ammand...
Jones was in command of the
attack. 2 under someone's
comnand: commanded by them.
...tmops under French ammand.
3 at someone's command:
possessd and able to be used by
them. ...a wdter who has bth
elegance and pssion at his
command.

commend to commend something
to someone. I ammend this fuk
to anyone intercstd in family
morals... This tidy division of
functions may ammend itsre,lf to
thqrcticians.

Gommenau?at. be commensurate
with something. Their pition in
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the social hierarchy is not
ammensurate with their income.

Gomment to comment on or upon
something. The presenter
commented on the huge capacity of
computera.

commontalY a commentary on or
upon something,. ...a *ries of
commentaries on Jane Austen... lt
was a terrible commentary on her
ftustration and loneliness.

Commiserate to commiserate
with someone on or over
something unfortunat€. f
commiserated with him on his ill
luck.

commit I to commit yourself to
something. At the age of 40, he has
committed himself more and more
to motor racing... I couldn't commit
myself to having her indefinitely.
2 to commit money or resources to
something. The company must
commit its entire resources to the
project.

committod be committed to
something. He is committed to his
own cateer-

common I be common to several
people or things. ...the fear ofdogs
common to all tramps. ...the ufly
style common to engineering and
technical writing.2 in common
with someone or something; have
something in common. Young, in
common with his contemporaries.
has realised that the old
combinations work best... The lwo
nations had little in common.

communicate I to communicate
with someone. We're trying to
communicate with all dilferent
kinds ofpeople... You've got to be
able to communicate with each
other.2 to communicate an idea or
feeling to someone. The function of
reading aloud is to communicate
the writer's meaning to one or
more listeners.

company I in someone's
company: with them. ...spending
the whole day in the company of
.voung children 2 in company

compete

with someone: accompanied by
them. IIe returned ta the o[frce in
company with his alleagles.

compaTable be comparable to
something or with something: a
comparable thing to something
el*. The length of a sound wave is
comparable to the size of a human
skull... The efficiency of dectric
cars is comparable with that of
petrol cars. ...government support
on a comparable scale to that given
to owner-occupiers.

compere to compare one thing or
person to or with another. IIe can
be compared to a patient
undergoi n g psy choanaly s i s... As
an example, I'll compare freedom
with marriage.

compariaon in comparison to,
in conparison with, or by
compariron with someone or
something. In comparison to her,
Valechka was a model of
discretion... Man is immeasurably
privileged in comparison with
most ofhis fellow creatures... They
are well offby comparison with
almost anybody else.

compatiblo be compatible with
something or someone. Private
ownership is compatible with a
high degree ofequality... I wanted
lawyers who would be compatible
with each other.

componSate I to compensate for
something that is bad, lost, or
damaged. Artificial snow cannot
compensate for the general lack of
real snow... The sense ofrelief
more than compensates for any
losses you may incur.2 tn
compensate someone for
something unpleasant that has
happened to them. ...plans to
compnsate patients for damage
caused by medical negligence.

compoto to compete against
someone or with someone. Ile has
competed against the finest
athletes in Britain... US companies
are having to compete with giants
from Europ and Japan.
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comPctcnt

Gompatcnt be competent at or in
a particular skill,job, or subject.
...an ducetd man. whowas also
amptent at his job... People can
fu helpd ta be comrytent in
prsr:,nal affairs.

compatitlon in competition
with someone or something. We
are not in comptition with people
who *ll equipment at the lowest
prices.

complaccnt be complacent about
a situation. The Department are
giving a warning not to be
complacent abut the success in
cu tti ng accide nt stati stics -

complain to complain to someone
about something, or to complain
of something. Thomas knew that
pople had complained to Uncle
Harold about his f6rhts... She
never complained about the noise
or the traffic... The offrcers
complained of a shortage of staff at
Risley.

complement I a complement to a
particular activity or thing. fhe
quiet gmd humour of his wife
made a perfect amp)ement to his
more ebullient nature. 2 a
specified complement ofpeople or
things. By the time the crew
reached the west coast,44 ofthe
original amplement of 150 were
dead... He lacks a full amplement
of teeth.

comPlementrlY be
complementary to something. ?he
roles ofthe sexes are
complementary to one another.

complote complete with
something: used to mention
something extra which is included
with a larger thing. He bought a
lovely Beverly Hills mansion,
completc with swimming pool.

compler a complex about a
problem or bad experience. ...a boy
who had an inferiority amplex
about his size.

comploxitaea the complexities of
something. He worked hard to
master the amplexities of tax law.

Gompllanca compliance with an
order, law, or eet ofrules. ?he
Depafi,ment of the Envircrunent
expects compliance with EC
standards to be achieved by the
end ofthis year.

complamcnt I to compliment
someone on something or for
doing something. Thomas tried to
smile, b compliment Mrs Jardino
on her *n* of humour... She is to
be complimented for handling the
situation so well.2 wilh
someone's compliments. Send
him a copy of the dictionary with
our compliments.

comply to comply with an order,
request, or set ofrules. New
vehicles must comply with certain
standatds.

compoacd be compoeed of
particular things or people. Tfie
book is composed ofessays writtcn
over the last ten years.

comPoaitc a composite of several
different things . This scene is a
compsitn of features from viilages
in North Wiltshire wherc Tanner
lived.

composation in compoeition:
used to say what something
consists of. The organization is
mainly working class in
composition.

comPounded be compounded of
different things or from different
things. ?lre old soldier cast me a
glance, compounded ofdespair and
amusement... His acting is
compunded fmm tharies of
dillerent kinds.

compraaed be comprised of
particular things or people. ?ie
mdical pofession is largely
compri*d of rcspnaible, caring,
and comptent practitionem.

GompnomllC a compnomise
between two thinga. Co-oprative
tcnutre is a comprcmi* btwen
owning and rcnting.

Con to con someone into doing
something. Barry may an
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unsuspcting people into paying
him for golflessons.

Goncarl to conceal something
from someone. We had to worry
about ancealing out intentions
from the Mexicans.

concodc to concede something to
someone. The government has
conceded the political initiative ta
fu ndamenta I ist oppone nts. ... th e
title she anceded to Steffr Graf
last yean

concoivel toconceiveof
something. I can conceive of no
circumstances in which we would
give in.2 to conceive one thing as
another thing; to conceive of it as
another thing. A politician
conceives the world as fuing a
variety of conflicting values... The
need to anceive of the house as a
place ofrecreation and work.

concentrato to concentrate on or
upon something. Once you've got
all these distractions, you can't
really concentratc on the play...
M r H atters ley concentrated
particularly on the provisions
made for women in the social
charter.

concontration I concentration
on something. His concentration
on civil rights has improved his
popularity.2 a concentration of a
thing or substance. A low
concentration of fertilizer may be
used in the solution... Large
concentrations ofcapital were in
tbe hands of mercbants.

concein I concern about, over, or
at something. I would share your
concern about prison conditions.
-..the growing public concern over
the treatment of circus animals...
The teachers expressed Lheir
concern at the increasing levels of
classroom violence.2 to concern
yourselfwith or about something.
I'd dearly love to see more women
concerning themselves with such
vital issues... It's interesting you
should concern yourselfso much
about Dave.S be ofconcern.

condenso

Increasing zinc pollution is also of
concetn.

concctncd be concerned with
something or about something.
I'm more ancerned with efficiency
than expansion... We are very
concerned about the breakdown in
family life.

concluda I to conclude from
evidence or facts that something is
true. It would be easy to conclude
ftom this that the whole idea was a
failure.2 to conclude with
something. The article ancluded
with a demand for more American
aid.

concluaion in conclusion. In
conclusion, let me suggest a
number of practical ap pl icati ons.

concomitant I be concomitant
with something. I was aware of
the high moral standards
concomitant with the name I bore.
2 a concomitant of something.
Decreased mobility is often a
concomitant ofold age.

COncUf to concur with someone or
something that they say. When we
are satisfied, we will concur with
those calling for sanctions... We've
concurred w it h everyth i n g
MacGregor has ordered, and it's
been tn no avail.

condemn I to condemn something
as bad or unacceptable. The
remark has been widely
condemned as racist.2 to condemn
someone for something they have
done. flre Council condemned the
Government for allowing the sale
of fireworks to children. 3 to
condemn someone to a particular
punishment or unpleasant
situation. ...a murder for which her
mother had been condemned to
death... Lack of education
condemns them to extreme
poverty.

condgnae to condense a speech or
piece of writing into a shorter form
or into a shorter time. Act One
was condensed into about seven
minutes.
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condition

condition I a condition of
something or for eomething to
happen or exist. We insist on the
granting ofhuman rights as a
andition of financial aid... The
right ofour nation to independence
is a condition for world peace.
2 outofcondition: unfit. ?he
men are exhausted and badly out
of andition.

conditional be conditional on or
upon something. The issue ofa
Iicence was conditional on the
production of certain documents...
Their support was conditional
upon further reductions in public
expenditure.

conducave be conducive to
something. The absence of natural
light and sunshine is not
conducive to mental and physical
well-being.

confer I to confer with someone.
In 1943 Churchill went in the
Queen Mary to confer with
Raosevelt.2 to confer a title or
award on or upon someone. Baron
de Reutcr's title was conferred
upon him in 7877.

conforence in conference: in a
meeting. The party remained in
conference until 7 o'clock.

confeai to confess to something
that is bad, unacceptable, or
illegal, or to confess to someone.
Fourtcen per cent confessed to
travelling on public transport
without paying... The man's
companion claimed that Mr X had
confessed to him.

confido I to confide a secret to
someone. l,ast month he confided
to me his latest scheme... A 75-
year old pupil confided to her
parents that she was pregnant.
2 to confide in someone. Irnnie
doesn't believe in confiding in
doctors.

confidcnce confidence in a person
or thing. She has an unshaken
confidence in her own abilities.

confine to confine yourself to a
particular thing or place, or to be

confined to it. Unioniet MPs have
confined them*lveE to matters
relating specifrcally to Northem
Ireland... The anflict wae anfind
to the Peking area... A number of
those previously confined to M
havebame mobile.

confilfn to confirm someone in a
belief, opinion, or intention. ,t
confirmed him in his belief that
England wae no longer the soft of
place in which he wished b live.

conflict 1/kenfl1kt/ to conflict with
something. My wife thought that
my plans might conflict with a
book that she and her first
daughter were having published.
2/konfl rkt/ in conflict in conflict
with someone. Full employment
and economic viability are in
conflict... Many parents were
alarmed ta find themselves in
conflict with the church.

conform to conform to or with a
law, demand, or wish. Imported
drugs must have packaging that
conforms ta UK standards,., It was
held that all intellectual activity
must conform with an accepted,
approved ideology.

confomatY in conformity with
something. This new Act is not in
conformity with international law.

confronted be confronted by or
with something unpleasant or
difficult. Bill stared, as if
confronted by a policeman abut to
make an arrest... The contrcllers
were confronted with a sudden
build up oftraffic.

confuto to confuse someone or
something with another person or
thing. You rnust be confusing me
with my sister... I had notied that
several times she confused left,
with right.

congrltulatc to congratulate
someone on or upon something; to
congratulate someone for doing
something. Lct me b the first to
congratulate you on a wiw
decision... Councils werc bing
con gratu I atcd for economi sin g.
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Connect I to connect one perEon or
thing to or with another. ?iere
was a lack ofqualifid stalfto
annect lamps to the cable
network,,, A causeway annects
the island to Guemsey... The
CommunistParty ismore
interestcd in annecting itself with
the mainstream of the Labour
movement.2 to connect with a
train, bus, plane, or coach. ?fiis
train connects with a bus service to
Worcestcr.

Gonnocted be connected with
something. You ned two
references, preferably from people
connectcd with the racing
industry. .

connection I a connection to or
with something, or a connection
between two things. ...the rail
connection to the tunnel... Mr
Ikda has denid any connection
with the case... Musicologists are
i n ve sti ga ti ng the con necti on
betwee n *h umann's mental
illness and his music. 2 in
connection with something.
Harry Hearns had been arrested in
connection with a fatal shooting.

Gonrcionco on your conscience.
I can't accept it, I'd have all those
poor people on my conscience.

con3cioua be conscious of
something. Recalling it now, she
was conscious of a sharp pang of
guilt. ...squirming a little,
conxious ofhis filthy appearance.

Gonaent to consent to something.
The V i ce-Pres ide nt a n nou nced
that he would consent ta *veral
t ele vi s i on appe arancea.

conaequence I the consequence
ofa situation or event. Higher
mortgage rutcs ane a consequence
ofhigher interest ratns.2 in
coneequence of something: as a
result of it. Five workera werc laid
off in conquence of a dispute in
which they were playing no direct
part.3 ofconeequence:
important. These arc fringe
parties, ofno real consequencc.

con3ticined

Gonaldat to coneider a person or
thing ae something. I aneider
twenty-nine minutea ae the
abeolute Limit... They do not
consider a child ae imprtant.

conddcrrtlon under
coneideradon. Further debt
reduction moves have be!.n under
consideration.

Conalgn to consign someone or
something to a particular place,
position, or person. Her daughtcr
had fuen consigned to Lizzie's
care... This dreadful Government
de*rves to be consigned to the
dustbin ofpolitics.

conaiat I to consist ofparticular
things or people. The trap consists
of a hollowed-out coanut chained
to a stake... The sample ansistcd
of 10,0O0 adult males.2 to consist
in a particular activity or thing.
Progress in future may consist in
finding ways of reducing the Gmss
National Product.

conaistent be consistent with
something. These proposals are
quite consistcnt with the mdified
plan.

conSole /kensaul/ to console
someone with something or by
doing something. I lay in the bath
and consoled myself with Bob
Dylan's latest album... She trid to
console me by saying that I'd
probably be happier in a newjob.

conaolt /kans!!t/ to consort with a
particular person or group. More
important, you should not have
consorted with the enemy.

Gontpine to conspire with someone
against another person. He feels
that you c'o,nspit:ed with the
studenb tn weaken the authority
of the *nior stall... The
restrictions are therc to prcvent
people conspiring against the
state.

contttalncd be constrained by
someone or aomething. A Jot of
men fel anstraind by wiety's
image of masculinity.
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conrtfoint
conattalnt a constraint on

someone, or the constraints of
something. The anstraint on most
dxtors is lack of time. ... the
constraints ofthe market economy.

Gonttruc to construe a situation,
event, or Etatement ae something.
The judge auld have anstrued my
attendance at the trial as a
violation ofthe bail order.

contult to consult with someone
about something. He became
suspicious on receiving another
request to consult with the
chairman of the town auncil..- She
made no sectet ofher annoyance
that she was not consulted about
the legal implications of the
agreement.

conrultation I consultation with
someone about something, or
between two or more people.
Budgets will be fixed after
consultation with heads and
governors... It's a question of
w i n n i n g consul tation about
management plans... There would
still fu a long process of
consultation between the Foreign
0ffice, Buckingham Palace, and
the Kremlin.2 in consultation
withsomeone. Theyhave
promised to implement reforms in
consultation with black leaders.

con3umption for someone's
consnmption. Some of this meat
would be unfit for human
consumption. ...w hat pol itic ians
say for public consumption.

contact I contact with someone or
between two or more people. We
are the only people who have any
real contact with the general
public... There was very little
contact between the people in the
University.2 in contact with
someone or someLhing. We were
very closely in contact with our
writers.

Gontompt I contempt for
someone or something. fiani made
no secret ofthe contempt she fdt
for the older woman. ...a cynical

contempt for truth,justice, or
decency.2 beneath contempt; be
beneath someone's contempl ...a
despicable act, beneath contempt...
The por were beneath her
contempt.S in contempt in
contemptof court a legal term.
The court orter ruled that they are
theoretically in antempt... His
words were held to b in contempt
ofcourt.

Contomptuour be contemptuous
of someone or something. ?he
Prime Minister was contemptuous
of Press criticisms.

Gontend to contend with a
problem or difficulty. They had to
contcnd daily with appalling
conditions.

Content /krntsnt/l be content with
something. A lot of unattached
ladies in mid-life seem to be
content with their lot.2 to content
yourself with something. She
hadn't said much but had
con te nted he rsel f wi th smok i n g
cigarettes and smil ing.

contention be in contention; be
in contention for something: be
competing or be likely to win
something. Three players are in
contcntion tn win the title...
Warwickshire are still very much
in contention for the
championship.

context I in context. I think one
has to see the oil issue in context.
2 out of context. This remark
was taken completcly out of
context.

contingent be contingent on
something. Grants are to fu
contingent on continuing academic
progress.

contanue to continue with
something. He was prepared to let
them continue with the task... The
series continued with a
performance of The Th reepen n y
Opera.

conttrct l/kantr4kt/ to contract
with someone to do something. A
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general pructitioner contracts with
the state to ptovide a mdical
*rvie. 2lkpntrekt/ be under
contrect to gomep,ne. I was then
under contract to a frnance
comPanJl.

contlrly /kgntrari/l on the
contratT3 used to say that the
opposite is true. There was nothing
dowdy or ugly about her dress; on
the antrary, she had a certain
private elegance.2 to the
contrary: used when indicating
that one thing contradicts another.
This methd, despite thousands of
published stabments b the
contrary, has no damaging ellects
whatsoever. 3 be contrary to
something. She claimed that this
was contrary ta the sex
discrimination act of 1975.

contftat l/kpntro:st/ a contraet
with or to another thing, or a
contrast between two things. IIr-s
work would give the dancers a
good antrast with their usual
style... The ship was spartan, a

Wr contrast to her sumptuous
successors..- There could hardly be
a greater contrast between the two
paintcrs. 2 in conhast with
something; in contrast to
something. It has been a decade of
outstanding creative achievement,
in contrast with the depressing
*venties... Gordon's friends were
uncertain, in contrast ta their
usual boldness of manner. 3
/kentrqst/ to contrast one thing
with or to another thing. I cannot
help contrasting her attitude with
that of her friends... His accent
antrasted curiously with the
earth i ness of hi s I angtage...
Phaedrus is a bizane prson when
antrastcd to the people that
surrcund him.

contributc to contribute to
something or towarde something.
The worry and strain antributed
to a long and painful illnesa... They
hadantributcd towards the cost of
the xheme.

GOnYCltlOn

contTol I control over something
or of aomething. Workers ahould
have morc influene end onttol
over prduction... Stzve Cowpr
called on the gruup to fake antrol
of the clean-up opration.2 b
under conhol. The Asian
rcpubl ic of U zbekiatan hal &een
brought under onhpl. 3 beyond
gomeone's control; outside
someone'g conEol. The delays
were caud hy events byond the
ampany's antrol, ...motives s
dep that they are outaide our
co,nsf,ious ant oL 4 in control of
someone or something. She was in
control of hercelf completely...I
was bginning to fel that I was in
antrcl of events,

GonYcnaCnco at someone's
conveilence. I left, the blankets
outside my room for my landlady
to remove at her convenience.

GOnYelgC to converge on or upon
a particular place or penrcn.
*venty trucks and thirty
prsonnel carriers anverged on
the quarc... TVo men converged
on the catd players and told them
gambling was illegal.

conYergence a convergence ofor
between two or more things. ...the
prdictd convergence of the
i ndu stri alizd societies... The
President's formula has ended a
movement towatds oonvergenae
betwen the states.

convCrtant be conversant with a
particular tPsk or topic. You will
need to b fully cr.nvetsc.nt with
the running ofthe hou*hold.

ConvartC l/kanvgV to converse
with someone. None of them had
ever lcen left alone to oavel
with Captain Paget. ?kgnvr:s/ the
converse of something. Anot}er
cliche, the anver* of the firct, is
that pple who live in the su.nte
place all ther'r Jives are insular and
bigoted.

GonYcialon csnversion fTom one
belief, eyetem, or method to
another. ...the onvewion ftom
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convert

guerrilla frghhng ta iryanizd
warfate.

convcrt /kJnv3:1/ to convert
something from a particular state
to a different state, or into
something else. They slept on
pallek in a dormitary anverted
fiom a storehou*... He knew the
formula for anverting kilometres
to miles... Trying to run with an
injurcd ankle may anvert a mild
injury into a sevene one.

convay to convey something to a
particular place or person.
Thousands of Angolans had been
conveyed to the square in military
trucks... She feels no hesitation
conveying such feelings to her
daughter.

convict /kanvlkt/ to convict
someone of or for a crime. ...a
judge who anvicted five men of a
single murder... Only two were
sub*quen tl y anv icted for
motaring offences.

conviGtion the conviction of
someone for a crime, ...the trial
and anviction of Oliver North. ...a
criminal conviction for fraud.

convanco to convince someone of
something or about something.
The talks did cbnvince her of how
urgently they wanted progress... A
senior consultant is far from
convinced about the worth of
Blythe's work.

convoy be in convoy. ...one of
eight trucks moving in convoy.

c@porato to co.operate with a
person, rule, or order. 100 prison
officers have been suspended for
rcfusing to co-operatc with new
shift arrangements.

co-oldinatlon co-ordination
between people or things. ...the
problem of por co-ordination
futween different parts of the
Health Service.

cope to cope with a difficult task,
problem, or situation. ...schools
that erycialize in coping with
handicappd children... People
who havejust arrived are going to

have problems mping with our
demands.

Gorractlvo a corrective to a
particular attitude, account, or
quality. This analysis prov ides an
important corrective to the
traditional view.

cofnclato to correlate with
something. A ge often correl ates
with conservatism.

corttapond I to correspond with
something or to something. Tlris
view corresponds less and less with
reility... He finds it dilfrcult to
make his words correspond ta the
music.2 to correspond with
someone. He began to correspond
with other shell allectors.

cornoapondence correspondence
with someone or between people.
He is engaged in arrespondence
with nearly one hundred writers...
I have seen some ofthe
correspondence btween the War
Office and the Colonel.

couched be couched in a
particular style of language. Ilere
was a resolution couched in
forthright terms.

counSe! to counsel someone about
or against something. IIe
counselled each ofus about our
present and future goals... I would
strongly counsel the new
administrution against
comp)acency.

count I to count against someone.
It would count heavily against me
if I got the Director into trouble.
2 to count as something. .Elorses
are usually free, but a horse-box
counts as a trailer and you will be
charged accordingly.3 to count
for something. So all his feeling,
thinking, and writing counted for
nothing.4 to count on or upon
someone or something. Give my
aqlogies--I'm afraid they were
counting on me. 5 to count to or
count up to a particular number. f
counted up to one thousand *ven
hundred.6 to count towards
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something. I think his exams will
aunt towards his appenticeship.

countci to counter something that
is bad or harmful witfi a particular
action or by saying or doing
something. Labour should aunter
this propaganda with a series of
prese stAtements... Di*ae
problems arc aunterd by rohting
crops.

coupld be coupled with
something. He had similar
linguistic abilities, coupled with a
love ofexotic places and cultures.

coulte be on course; be off
course. He was at the wheel
again, with the Morning Rose back
on course... Northeily winds swept
Phillips and his crew offcourse.

Court I at courts at the court of a
king or queen. The king had
ammandd bis presence at court.
2 in court: in a court oflaw. ?he
latbr made a stabment that was
used against thejudge in court.
3 out of courh without going to a
court of law. Be careful about
settling out ofcourt witbout first
consulting the union.4 on courk
on a court where you play a game
such as tennis, netball, or squash.
On court, Billie Jean has taken
n'sks.

courteoua be courteous to
someone. He was quiet, and
courboustothe stalf.

CoYer I to cover one thing with
another. Pour this mixture into a
pie dish and cover it with maehed
potat@s.2 to cover up for
someone. Once I'd avered up for
you, it was my word against theirs.

covered be covered in Bomething
or with something. Her mouth was
bruieed and avered in bld...
Malpas in Cheshire, Iike moet of
the country, is covered with a
blanket ofsnow.

ctrek I a crack between two
things. IIe made a crack between
two of his fingers and peped
through. 2 a crack in something.
Water appeared to be seeping

Gnoaa

though a crack in the wall.3 to
crack down on someone or
something. ...the Spcial
Investigation Unit asigned ta
crack down on the drug traile.

craYlng a craving for something.
The craving for imprtd gde
co.ntinues.

cLwllng be crawling with
something, ,,rcheesrs covered in
mould and crawling with maggots.

cmta a craze for something. ...tfie
craze for inflatable bananas.

crary be crazy about something.
Julie was crazy about music and
liked to sing.

cradit I to credit someone with
something, or credit something to
them. I used to credit you with a
bit of common sense... The original
songs were not creditd to a
comp*r or lyricist in the
pnogramme.2 credit for doing
something. He's never had enough
crdit for the job he did.

crick a crick in your neck. fgof a
crick in my neck lying on this bed.

crimc a crime againet a moral
code, rule, or standard. The Labour
Ieader condemned the killings as a
crime against huntanity.

critction a criterion for something
or of something. Comptition
should be the only criterion for
assessi ng mergers... Econom ic
relationships should b dominated
by the criterion ofownership.

critical be critical ofsomeone or
something. The family has always
been critical of their achievements.

critacite to criticize someone for or
over eomething that is wrong or
foolieh. Francls criticized the
playerc for bing gredy and
lacking pride in their
prformance,., He was
i ncrcasi n gl y cri tici sed for
oDr,ti nacy... $me of her al leagues
have criticizd her over the
intrduction of the new tax.

cnDtt I a cross between one thing
and another. Theblack gown made
him lmk like a cross between a
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crowd

preacher and an avenging angel.
2 to cross one animal or plant with
another. The main hybrid used in
pig farming was crcssrd with the
British Saddleback vatiety.S ta
cross a word or words offa list. We
crcs*d the days otf our home-
made calendars.

cnowd I to crowd around or
round someone or something.
Children were always crowding
arcund the ticket b@th.2 to crowd
into a place. Outside, shiny cars
crowd into the square.

crowded be crowded with
something. The pier was crowded
with anxious parents waiting for
their children.

cruel be cruel to someone. Ilow
could you be so cruel to poor
Rhda?

crY I to cry out against something.
People are crying out against the
newlaws.2 tocryoutfor
something. The VAToffrce is
crying out for new statL

cull to cull information or ideas
from a particular source. ?he
story is culled from legend.

culminate to culminate in or with
a particular result or outcome.
Their last tour culminated in four
nights at Wembley Stadium... The
whole event will culminate with
the traditional fireworks on Friday
night.

curo I a cure for an illness or
disease. Eating is the best cure for
jetJag.2 to cure someone ofa
habit or attitude . He must try and
cure himselfofthis tendency to
daydream.

GUrIO a curse on or upon someone.
There is a curse on this family.

culted be cursed with something.
It is the elephant's misfortune that
it hae been cursed with a pair of
tusks.

cut I to cut acroas a place. We cut
acroes the grass b a relatively
seluded spt.Z to cut through
something. Their voices cut
through the murmurcd prayers.

3 a cut in something such as
expenditure, quality, or an
amount. PresidentBush
announced a ten per cent cut in US
forces.4 to cut back on something
such as expenditure or quality.
Many manufacturers cut back on
the quality ofthe keyboard. S to
cut down on something. You
should cut down on dairy produce.
...companies who need to cutdown
on administrative waste.6 to cut
someone off from something.
Success threatened ta cut her off
from him... Liverpol prides itxlf
on its uniqueness, the way it is cut
offfrom the rest of the country.
7 tocutsomeoneoutofan
activity. I don't think I should be
cut out of the trip. 8 be cut out for
a particularjob or activity. f'm not
really cut out for this kind ofwork.
I be cut up about something.
They sent her home: she seems
awfully cut up about it.

cutback a cutback in something
such as expenditure, quality, or
amount. ...the cutback in pub)ic
services.

dab to dab at something. He ilabbed
at her cheek with a handkerchief.

dabble to dabble in an activity. f
sometimes dabbled in commercial
art.

dally to dally with an idea or plan.
He began to dally with the idea
that she might be looking for hin.

damage damage to something. ft
can caue damage ta the liver,
heart, and kidneys... My only
concern is the damage to your
reputation.

dance I to dance with someone.
Alverio says he was dancing with
friends at a nightdub.2 to dance
to a particular kind of music. ?he.v
do not dance to classical music.

D
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dcnger I be in danger; be in
danger of something: be likely to
be harmed. Do you realize that you
may be in danger?... It is in danger
of allapsing.2 be out of danger:
be no longer likely to be harmed.
Once he was out ofdanger, the
dutnrs werc able to investigate
the causes which led to his
collapse.

date I a date with someone. I{e
was late for his datc with Julie.
2 to date from or date back to a
particular time. ...a ruoco shop
front that dates from about 7760...
The u* ofmoney dates back ta the
time when human societies first
became large and etficient.

dawn to dawn on or upon
someone. It never dawned on her
that her life was in danger.

day by day. The birds feed mainly
by day.

doal I to deal with something that
needs attention. When they had
dealt with the fire, another crisis
arose... They have to deal with
children who've been drinking in
the lunch-hour.2 to deal with a
particular subject. The bak deals
with the pursuit of Rommel's army
after El Alamein. S to deal in a
particular type of goods. He dealt
in all domestic commodities.

dealingr your dealings with
someone. I kept him informed of
my dealings with cabinet
ministers... I've never had any
dea I i ngs w i th Gertrude.

deer be dear to someone. ...Iong
stretches ofsand with rocks and
pools so dear to children.

debate I a debate on, over, or
about something. ...this debate on
the future gtidelines for social
spnding. ...the debate over the
extent and scope ofpublic
ownership. ...the unending debate
about tobacco.2 to debatc with
someone. He debated with his
forcman on the statc of the crops...
Bernstcin debatd with him*lf for
a while.

default

dcbt tn debt Her husband drank
and wasdeep in debt.

dccclvc to deceive eomeone into
doing eomething. One can easily
be deceived inta feeling everything
was juetifrd... Readers were
deceived into the mistaken blief
that the adverti*ments were
genuine.

decide to decide on or upon
something. Have you dr,ided on
how we should act?... Alrcady their
first prduction had heen decided
upon.

dccirion a decision on or about
something. A decision on the issue
might not b necessary... He never
made a swift decision abut
anything.

deckcd be decked with, in, or out
in something. ...raised mounds
decked with garlands and flowers.
...twin beds decked in rich cream-
coloured brocade... They were
decked out in embroidered aats.

decline a decline in something or
of something. ...adecline in
standardl. ... t he decl i ne of the
Liberal Party.

decreele a decrease in something.
The tax on fuel will encourage a
decrcase in ptrol ansumption.

dediccte I to dedicate yourself to
something. He dedicated himself to
the solution ofroutine problems.
2 to dedicate a book or piece of
music to someone. She ddicated
her first book'Under the Net'to
Raymond Queneau.

dedicctcd be dedicated to
something. ...a man dedicated to
his craft.

delcult I by default: because
something haa not happened.
Much ofwhat I was doing had
fallen b me by default. 2 in
default of doing something:
becauee of notdoing it. You can
even be *nt ta prison in default of
paymenL 3 to default on an
amount ofmoney that you owe.
The film ampany has already
defaultd on one ouyment.
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defect

defect l/di:frkt/ a defect in or of
something. There are a number of
defects in this view. ...the defects of
Western society. ?difqkt/ to defect
from one place or organization to
another. The compser's son
defectcd from Russia earlier this
year... Taylor defected to the
Liberals in 1906.

defence defence against
something. ...a baby's defence
against infection.

defer to defer to someone. Children
were expected to defer to their
parents in everything.

deference in deference to
someone or to their wishes. I{e
changed his name to Weinreb in
deference to his grandfather.

defiance in defiance ofa rule or
order. Ilis son had come in
defiance ofhis father's strict
orders.

deficient be deficient in
something. Cow's milk is deficient
in vitamins C and D.

deficit in deficit ...a country
whose balance ofpayments was
permanently in deficit.

definition by definition. A
democracy has by definition to be
independent.

deflect to deflect someone from
something. She had no reason to be
deflected from her usual mode of
life.

degenerate idid3qnarcrr/ to
degenerate into or to something.
Her work has degenerated into a
series of sexual puns and
metaphors... Their acting often
degenerated to an infantile level.

degree by degrees. Her hatred of
Philip had grown by degrees to be
the dominant passion ofher life.

delight I the delights of an
activity or experience. The
Victorians developed a great
passion for the delights ofcruising.
2 to delight in an activity or
experience. He delights in
controversy.

dolude to delude someone into
believing something. We rnust not
delude ourselves into imagining
that we arc being educated.

delugc to deluge an organization
or place with something. ?hey
deluged the Ministry with letters...
Five minutes later the hotcl was
deluged with uniformed police.

delueion under a delusion, She
continued to drink, under the
delusion that she was immune to
it.

delve to delve into something.
They delved into their desks for
their pens. ...delving into the
secrets ofnature.

demandl ademandfor
something. There was a heavy
demand for goods and services.
2 thedemandsofatypeof
activity. ...the demands of factory
work.

demonstrate to demonstrate
something to someone. ?hey need
to demonstrate to children just
what cheating means... The
appropriate action is then
demonstrabd to them.

denounce I to denounce someone
or something as a particular kind
of thing. They were being
denounced as traitors.2 tn
denounce someone for something
they have done. But many in the
crowd denounced him for not going
far enough.

denude to denude something ofa
quality or feature. Winds swept
the plain, denuding it of all
vegetation.

depart I to depart from a way of
doing things. He departed from
custom on this occasion by taking
a bath... The party departed from
the principle that all members
were equaL.2 to depart from a
place. They finally departed from
the stage. S to depart for a place.
The man was already latc in
departing {or Bilyarsk.

depend to depend on or upon
something or someone. France
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depended equally on Algerians and
Morcccans... He argud that
*curity depended upon
disg.rmatnent.

dcpcndcnt be dependent on or
utxrn someone or something. ?hey
ate still depndent on their
parcnts... Now, as never fufore,
one's futurc is almost wholly
depndent upon education.

dcpict to depict someone or
something as a particular kind of
thing. In the picture,judges are
depictd as sheep... The human
hunter is often depictnd as a
savage killer.

deprive to deprive someone of
something they have or want. ?he
players were deprived oftheir
instruments... She was deprived of
sleep for fourteen days.

derive I to derive pleasure or an
advantage from something. ?fiey
derive enormous pleasure from
their grandchildren... How was I to
derive any sort of living from that
one acre?2 to derive or be derived
from a particular eource. Soi,l
derives from many kinds ofrock.
... principles derived from religious
doctrine.

dercend I to descend on or upon
a place or person. Silence would
deecend on the meadow.
...xholgirls de*ending upon him
with teasing cries.2 to descend to
a type ofbehaviour. AII too soon
they will de*end to spreading
scandal and gossip.

dercended be deecended from
someone. He was de*endd from
the founder ofthe Settlement.

dercdbe to describe someone or
something as a particular thing.
One Labour M.P. described him as
'the most hatcd man in
Parliament'... She descriH Mr
Black's allegations as bing
completely untrue.

dcrign by design. ...events which
did not ecur by design.

deaignlta /d€zrgncrt/ to designate
aomeone or something ae a

deter

particular thing. The Prime
Minieter deaignatcd Mahathir as
his successor. ...areas deeignatcd
as'wildemesl'.

dclllr desire for something. The
desire for home ownership is still
st ong... You cannot euppreea the
desire for librty.

dcrint to desist from doing
something. ...forlorn hopee that
they would desist frcm
snowballing each other... The
publishers prsuadd the author ta
desist ftpm such references.

dcrpair to despair ofdoing
something; to despair of
something existing or being
successful. He despaired ofever
having the courage to ask her...
We would be very unwi* to
despair ofdemocracy,

desperate be desperate for
something. I was desperate for
money at the time... He was my
idol-I was deeperabe for him to
win.

dertincd I be destined for a
particular experience or thing.
...hor*s destind for slaughter...
He seemd destined for a
conventional career in the City.
2 be destined for a particular
place. ...a flight destined for ltaly.

detach I to detach yourself from a
situation or a group ofpeople.
Arab Africa had bgun to detach
it*lf from external contrcl... She
detachd herxlf frum the gmup
and wandeted over bwatds me.
2 to detach one thing from
another. ...a *heme to detach the
westem states from the rcst of the
United States.

dctail detoile ofor about
something. The bank gave no
details of the agrement... Give me
a few details abut your wife's
mute to Swaziland.

dctcntlon in detention. IIe was
in detention awaiting ttial.

dctcr to deter eomeone from doing
something. That will not deter him
fiom breaking the law again.
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detract

detract to detract from something
good. This shou ld not be allowed to
detract from their achievement.

detrimental be detrimental to
something. Plantation forestry is
also detrimental to wildlife.

develop to develop from one thing
to or into another thing. She has
developed from a youthful. smiling
enthusiast to a hardened
professional... Some of them
developed into very strange
creatures indeed.

development a development in a
field ofactivity or a type ofthing.
...some exciting new developments
in cancer science.

deviate to deviate from a
particular method, standard, or
idea. ...people whodeviate bom
society's ideas of what is normal...
We have never deviated from our
belief that abortion is a moral evil.

devoid be devoid of a quality or
thing. IIis work is totalll, devoid of
merit.

devolve to devolve or be devolved
to, on, or upon someone.
Considerable powers would be
devolved to the regional
administrations... The labour of
finding food should devolve on the
men.

devote to devote yourseli your
time, or your energy to something.
They devote themselves to
work i ng for soc ial j ustice. ...those
who devote their energies to party
politics.

devoted I be devoted to someone
or something. Nicola remained
devoted to her sister... For the last
two years of his life he was devoted
to weight-training. 2 be devoted to
a particular subject or activity: be
used entirely for it. Reykjavik has
a surprising number of museums
devoted to a single artist... Much of
his personal time is devoted to
hel pi ng charitable organizations.

diagnore to diagnose someone's
symptoms as a particular illness.

They all died from a disease
d i a gnosed as consu mpt i on.

dialect in dialect He could recitc
the Declaration oflndependence in
dialect... He spoke in Sicilian
dialect.

diameter in dianeter. ...bottles I
inches in diameter.

dictate /drktcrt/ to dictate to
someone. There was no doubt who
would be dictating to the generals.

die I to die ofor from a particular
disease or illness. Before he could
retire, he died ofa heart attack... A
man who worked at the nuclear
processing plant has did from a
rare form of leukaemia.2 to die in
a particular event or accident. One
ofher daughters died in the
disastcr... A leading human rights
activist has died in a car crash.
3 to be dying for something. I'm
dying for a cigarettc.

differ to differ from something
else. Your pos,ition differs from
mine in some respects.

difference I a difference
between two things or people. She
could tell the difference between
the snarl ofa lion and that ofa
leopard. 2 a difference in
something. They stad back to
back measuring their difference in
size.

different be different from, to, or
than someone or something; a
different thing from, to, or than
another thing. Judy's home was
very different from Etta's.
...customs which are diflerent to a
Jewish person's customs... The
atmosphere was different than our
earlier meetings... They clearly
had a different perspective from
my own.

dafforentiato I to differentiate
between two things or people.
...his inability to dilferentiate
between sexual and platonic
relationsh ips. 2 to differentiate
one thing or person from another.
...the works which differentiate
you from your many imitators.
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dlftrcult be difficult for aomeone to
do something. It was difncuh for
me ta aQjust to the new syllabus...
A few prccautionscan make life
di fficult for cri m ina I s.

dlff,culty in difffculty. He went to
the aid of a swimmer in diffrculty.

dllutc to dilute one liquid with
another. Dilute the milk with
watcr.

diminution a diminution of
something or in something. ...a
diminution of freedom. ...a
di mi n uti on in contentment.

dine to dine on a particular food.
...dining on a casserole of fresh
leeks.

dip I to dip into a book or
particular subject. Ifyou want to
know more, we suggest you dip
intn'The English lcgal Systcm'by
K.T. Eddey... You only have to dip
into Victorian librature to see
that this was not the case. 2 to dip
into an amount of money. It is
normal for pople to dip into their
savings from time to time.

dargct I to direct someone to a
plae. The plice had directed him
to the wrong courtrum.2 to direct
criticism, anger, threats, and so on
at someone or againat someone.
The bcp,s and whistles were
dir*ted at the manager, not the
tcam. ...the rising tide of racism
directd a gainet imm i grants.

ditaburc to disabuse someone of
an idea or belief. She longed to
disabuse him of this mistake.

diradvantage I beeta
dieadvantage: have a pmblem
that other people do not have.
Once again, the Government has
put the less well-offat a
disadvantage.2 tathe
dieadvantage of someone: giving
them problems that other people
do not have. The tcrms of trade
have moved to the disadvantage of
the thitd world.

dircgruc I to disagree with
someone about, on, or over
something. I disagrce with them

dircrlminctc

about maintcnane... llle'll juat
have to diaagre over that... ft
would b inaccurate to uy that
they disagre on most itrluer.2 tn
disagree with an action or
propoeal. No one would diagree
with the firat suggestion.

diragrccmcnt a disagreement
with someone or between people.
She droppd out of univercity a{tr,r
a disagteement with her tutor.
...the public disagreement betwen
Sir Alan and Nigel Lawnn is
causing embarrassment to the
Government.

dirappointed I be disappointed
in someone or with someone.
Rudolph had the f*ling that she
was disappointed in him for not
telling her... I'm afraid the
children are very disappinted
with me.2 be disappointed with or
at something. I know he was
disappintd at my reaction.

dirapprove to disapprove of
something or someone. ?om
disapproved of funny's tactics.

dircharge /drstfo:dy' to discharge
someone from hospital, prison, or
a job. A few w*ks ago I was
discharged from the Air Force.

dirconncct to disconnect one
thing from another. Dr'scunect
the machine frcm the el*tricity
supply.

diacontcnted be discontented
with something. She was
digcontr,nted with the form of
Victorian religion.

dircouragc to discourage someone
from doing something. It is6ood
sense b dieaurage older pple
from eating morc than they need.

dircounc /d1skc:s/ a diacour:ee on
a particular topic. They listened
plitely tohisdiwut* on human
rclations.

dlrcrrprncy a diacrepancy
between two things. ...tte
di*tepncy btwen private
alflueacc and public sgualor.

dbcdmlnrto I to diecriminate
betwecn things. He wae unable tn
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discuss

discriminate between colours.2 Lo

discriminate against someone.
Bernstein claimed that teachers
di scri m i nate aga i nst work i n g-
class children. S to discriminate in
favour ofsomeone. The landlords
tend to discriminate in favour of
young childless couples.

dircu$ to discuss something with
someone. We were willing to
discuss the mattcr with our
colleagues.

discuasion under discussion.
...the people who are going to use
Lhe items under discussion.

disdain disdain for something or
someone. She was full ofdisdain
for politics.

disentangle to disentangle one
thing from another. IIe
disentangled his head from the
netting... Religion cannot be
d i se n ta n g I ed fro m lre I and's
problems.

disgrace I in disgrace. IIis
brother had died here in disgrace.
2 a disgtace to a place, profession,
or group ofpeople. ...an action
condemned as a disgrace to
England... These articles can only
be described as a disgrace to
journalism.

disguise I to disguise something
or someone as another thing or
person. Ile disgu ised himself as a
student. ...a laser gun disguised as
a pair ofbinoculars. 2 in disguise.
I'd come back one day in disguise.

dirgusted be disgusted with or at
someone or something. Im
absolutely disgusted with Barry: it
was a ridiculous idea... Our
members are disgusted at this
iniquitnus situation.

dirillusionment disillusionment
with something or someone.
... publ ic disi ll usion me nt w ith
politics.

dirlike dislike of or for something
or someone. ...a dislike of public
expenditure- ...our cat's total
dislike for all other cats.

dirloyal be disloyal to someone.
We may feel it is disloyal to our
parents to r*ognize how
important these other people are.

dismir I to dismiss someone
from a place or theirjob. IIe was
dismissed from his job in the Press
and Publicity Department.2 tn
dismiss something aa untrue,
foolish, or unimportant. Tim Jones
dismissed the policies as'half-
baked and unrealistic'... Her
aspirations were dismissed as self-
delusion.

ditmount to dismount from a
horse or a bicycle. He was
dismounting from his horse to
greet Luciana.

disparity a disparity in something
or between two things. ...regional
disparities in unemployment. ...the
disparity between rich and poor.

dispense to dispense with
something. The job could be done
more cheaply by dispensing with
safety equipment.

display on display. He had all his
machines and tools on display.

displeased be displeased with
something or at something. Sfie
rem a i ned obv iousl y d i s ple ased
with both of us... Philip was not
altogether displeased at finding
him on the same plane.

disposal at someone's disposal.
...the most intimidating weapons
at the sbtc's disposal... He said he
remained at Mr Aziz's disposal.

dispose to dispose of something or
someone. Cameron had disposed of
some of the gold... Stein will have
to be disposed of.

dispute l/drspiu:t/ to dispute with
someone over something. ...a
neighbour who disputed with them
over some land. ?dlspju:t/ a
dispute between people over
something or about something.
The case arises from a dispute
between Sir lan and John Samuels
over money... The Committee
failed to resolve a dispute about
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skvscrapers.3 in dispute. His
right to attend is in disputc.

dirqualify I to disqualify someone
from something. Mr Saunders was
disqualified from legal aid... He
has been diqualified from sitting
in the House of Commons.2 tn
disqualify someone for doing
something. He was disqualified for
infringing the rules.

dirregord disregard for something
or of something. ...Jefferson's
disregard for the constitution... He
felt angry at the disregard of his
scientificjudgement.

ditreapoct disrespect for
something or someone. He tried to
reduce such disrespect for
authority among his men.

dissatistred be dissatisfied with
something. They became
dissatisfied with pastries from
local bakeries.

dissent to dissent from a proposal
or idea. Our friends would dissent
from that description of their
labours.

discimilar not be dissimilar from
or to something. His classification
is not entirely dissimilar from
Goldthorpe's... In appearance, he is
not dissimilar to the popular
image of Don Quixote.

dissociate I to dissociate yourself
from someone or something. ?hey
sought ta dissuiate themselves
from the ranchers. 2 to dissociate
one thing from another. Art
seemed dissociated from the
material conditions of Iife.

distolve I to dissolve something
in a liquid. ...pills which dissolve
in water.2 to dissolve into a
particular state . His relief had
dissolved into further anxiety.

distuade to dissuade someone
from doing something.
Intcrvention might dissuade them
from using nucleat weapons.

dirtance I in the distance or
into the dietance. He thought he
heatd new sounds in the distance...
He would starc into the distance.

divide

2 to distance yourselffrom
something or someone. IIe
distanced himselffrom the Labour
Party.

daatatte distaste for someone or
something. ...his growing distaste
for the values of his generation.

dirtartefu! be distasteful to
someone. Any attitude she adoptcd
would have been distastcful to
him.

distinct be distinct from
something else. ..,conventions
distinct from the Fine Art
tradition.

distinction a distinction between
two things. ...the distinction
between creative work and servile
labour.

distinguish to distinguish
between two things; to
distinguish one thing from
another. ...the failure tn
distinguish between income and
capital... Many people found it
diffrcult to distinguish reality from
fantasy.

distract to distract someone fuom
something. Daisy said his presence
distracted her from writing.

distruttful be distrustful of
someone or something. It saddened
her that he was so distrustful of
her.

diverge to diverge from
something. Their views diverge
from those of their contemporaries.

divest to divest someone of
something. By doing this they
would divest themselves of their
status as Chrr'stian ministers.

divide f to divide something into
parts or gtoups, ...proposals to
divide the Nature Conservancy
Council into three... The children
are divided into three age groups.
2 to divide something among or
between a group ofpeople.
Diminishing resources will have to
be divided among more people...
The land was divided betwen two'
bmthers.
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divided

divided be divided on or over a
particular matter- Ministers are
still divided on whether to go
ahead wilh the plan... Opinions
are divided over how many
viewers a religious channel would
attract.

divorce to divorce one thing from
another. The condition of roads
could not be divorced from anv
other aspect of transport.

do I to do something about a
problem. Thete was nothing he
could do about rt. 2 to do away
with something that you do not
want. Proposals were put forward
to do away with air forces and
Iimit militar.v expenditure. S to do
without something. It was warm
enough to do without ajacket.

dole on the dole: receiving
unemployment benefit from the
state. Most actresses spend more
time on the dole than working.

dominance dominance over
someone or something. ...man's
dominance over his fellow
creatures.

dominion dominion over someone
or something. He favoured some
sort ofdominion over South
America.

donatc to donate something to a
person or organization. Members
were asked to donate their kidneys
to the charity after deatb... Our
minibus was donated to us by a
local public house.

doomcd be doomed to a particular
sLate. His attempt to achieve this
was doomed to failure.

dore to dose someone with a
medicine or drug. Some are
reputed to have dosed themselves
with pain-killing drugs.

dote to dote on or upon someone.
You know how she dotes on vou
all.

doublc to double as someone or
something. 'fhe living room
doubled as an olfice.

doubt in doubt. She ma.v
ask advice when shc is in

wanl to
doubl.

drain a drain on or upon
someone's energies or resources.
The drain on our resources has
already gone too far.

drcpcd be draped in something or
with something. I walked out.
draped in a blanket... Three sides
of the table were draryd with
Union Jacks.

draw I to draw someone into a
situation. He and David had been
drawn into a ferocious argament.
2 to draw on or upon something
that is available for use. IJe was
able to draw on vast reserves of
talent.

dread a dread of something or
someone. ...a dread of being alone.

dream to dream of something or
about something. I had dreamed
of China since childhood... He had
once dreamed ofbeing a
footballer... When you are young
you dream about all sorts of
things.

dres to dress for a particular
occasion or activity. ...Englishmen
who dressed for dinner in the
jungle.

drered be dressed in particular
clothes. I was dressed in slacks and
ajersey.

drill I to drill for oil or water. Nor
will it be long before we drill for oil
on ocean /?oors.2 to drill
something into someone. ...tfie
training rules that had been
drilled into him.

ddnk to drink to someone or
something. He took a bottle with
him to drink ta the health of his
hosts.

drive to drive someone to or into a
particular state. These dr'sasters
drove men to desperation... Filling
in the form only drove his mind
i nto further confusion.

drool to drool over or at someone
or something you find attractive.
You wete drooling over that idiotic
woman.

drop I to drop in on someone. You
must drop in on me sometime.Z Lo

t26



drop out of an institution.
agreement. or competition. Jennv
asked me if I would like to dtop oul
oflaw school. ...the virus that
forced him to drop out ofthe
Commonwealth Games.

drum to drum ideas, knowledge, or
behaviour into someone. f -have
had the fine art ofildiness
drummed into me... This
knowledge had been drummed into
her.

due I be due to a particular cause.
Death was due to natural causes.
2 be due for something. I reckon
we're due for a rest.

duplicate /dju:phkat/ in
duplicate. ...a form which I had to
read and sign in duplicate.

durett under duress: while
affected by force or threats. ?he
statement apryared to have been
made under duress.

duty I on duty: working at your
job. She had to be on duty at the
hospital.2 offduty: not working
at yourjob. You can go off duty
now.

dwell to dwell on or upon a fact or
memory. He had dwelt on the new
experiences of the day.

eagor be eager for something. He
will be eager for advice and
information.

eafmark to earmark something
for a particular purpose. ...the
money earmarked for supplies.

ealth on earth. ...the coldest place
on earth.

eaae I atease; ateare with
someone. She began to feel more at
ease... You will soon feel at ease
with your fellow students.2 for
eaee ofsomething. For ease of
riding, they wore a coat that was
cut away in front.

elaborate

oaat east of a place. It is bing
constructed on a sitc a few miles
east of Liverpool.

eeay I not be easy about
something. I have never ben able
tn feel easy about being in debt,
even tcmprarily. 2 be easy for
someone to do something. It will
not be easy for any newcomer to
stay the course. 3 to go easy on
something. For those who want to
lose weight, it is best to go easy on
the rice and brcad.

get to eat into a substance or
resource. Coppr or iton pans are
not suitable as vinegar eats into
them.

eavesdrop to eavesdrop on
someone. I don't like
eavesdropping on people talking
on the phone.

economizo to economize on
something you use or buy. ?hey
had to economize on stalf.

edge I an edge to someone's voice.
There was a definite sharp edge to
his melodious voice. 2 an edge
over someone. He was the eldest,
which gave him an edge over the
other boys. 3 be on edge:be
nervous. She'd been on edge and
had tried not tn show it.

edged be edged with something.
...a path edged with round, white
stones.

effect I the effect of something on
the thing or person affected. ...the
withering elfect of welfare on the
morale ofthose receiving it.2 in
effech almost, but not exactly.
Each of the frog's feet is, in effect,
a small parachute. S to this
effec! to that effect: with this or
that meaning. I was about to say
something to this elfect.4 lor
effect in order to creat€ a
particular impression. f'ye never
cried, except for elfect, since I was
twelve.

olabolate /il&bcrc rr/ to elaborate
on what you have said. She wouid
not elaborate on her earlier
pronouncements.

E
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eloct

elect to elect someone es
something or to a particular
group. In 1956 he was elected as
Senator for the Armed Forces... I
was elected to the Assembl.v.

elovate to elevate something to or
into something more important.
Fourteen ofthe colleges were
elevated to the status ofState
U n iversities. ...where dancing
becomes elevated into an art form.

elicit to elicit a response or a piece
of information from someone.
They gave up trying to dicit some
response from him... Cameron
elicited from her the fact that Cal
was still sleeping.

eligible be eligible for something.
Students with dependants may be
eligible for an extra allowance.

oliminato to eliminate something
undesirable from something. ...the
desire to eliminate risk from
human life.

emlnlte to emanate from a place.
thing, or person. ...as ifshe could
feel the holiness that emanated
from them.

embargo an embargo on trade.
...the long-standing US embargo
on trade with Cuba.

embrrk to embark on or upon a
new project or course ofaction. ...if
you are embarking on a long
period ottraining.

embarraaSed be embarrassed by
something, about something, or at
something. I felt embarrassed by
all this helpfulness... He seemed
terribly embarrassed about what
had just been said to us... The two
officers seemed embarrassed at
such candour.

embarrctrment
I embarrassment at something.
...their embarrassment at walking
in on me.2 an embarrassment to
someone. The prisoners had
become an embarrassment to the
authorities.

embaddod be embedded in
something. ...a delailed model
cmbedded in a block ol plastic.

cmbtllish.d be embellished with
things. ...simple clothes
embllished with hand
embroidery.

emblazonad I be emblazoned
with a design. ...a casket
emblazoned with the de Charny
crest. 2 be emblazoned on an
object. ...a backdrop on which was
emblazoned the imperial double-
headed eagle.

omblom an emblem of a person or
thing. ...a ruler's staff, an emblem
of kingship.

ombodamant the embodiment of
a quality. She was the embodiment
of loyalty.

embroadarcd I be embroidered
on cloth. ...black slippers with
little flowers embroidered on them.
2 be embroidered with a design.
...Oriental silks embroidered with
designs ofbamboo and dragons.

ombroil to embroil someone in an
arg'ument or scandal, or with a
person or group. The episode
embroiled Benn in a major
political storm... He had no
intention ofbecoming any further
embroiled with Bill Potter.

emorge I to emerge from or out
of a place. situation. or experience.
...when the two inspectors emerged
from the flat. ...the new nations
which emerged out of the
d i si nte gr ati on o f A ustr i a -

Hungary.2 to emerge from an
investigation. One general
problem emergd fpom our
discussions.

emigrata to emigrate from the
country you leave to another
country. ...a young man who had
emigratd from Germany in the
early 1920s... He emigratcd to
Canada.

cmprthirc to empathize with
someone. ...so that they may
empathize with the less fortunate.

cmphlaia emphasis on something.
...our cu/ture's h eavy emphasis on
lhe need lbr baut.v in women.
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employ to employ someone or
something aa something. ...the
factory where he was ernployd as
an asst'stant to a senior salesman--.
*xual actions are employed as
threatening devices in a large
number ofspecies.

emPty be empty of something. ?ie
street was empty ofcars.

enamouTod be enamoured of
someone or something. f was
always enamoured ofthe theatre.

encased be encased in something.
From childhood, our feet are
encased in shoes.

encloae I to enclose something in
or with a letter or document sent
by post. The cheque was enclosed
in a lettcr. ...return envdops
enclosed with charity appeals.2 to
be enclosed in something or by
something. His nose was enclosed
in the mask. ...a tennis court
enclosed by wire fencing.

encountel I someone's encounter
with another person; an encounter
between two people. Myown
encountcrs with the woman
confirmed everything I had heard
about her. ...any encounter
between the heroine and the man
she loved. 2 someone's encounter
with something. It was my first
encounter with pure terror.

encroach to encroach on or upon
something. A small housing estate
had encroached on the slopes.

encruated be encrusted with
something. The knocker is
encrusted with paint.

encumbor to encumber someone
with things that cause them
difficulties. ...passen gers
en c u mbe red w i th s u i tc ases.

ond I the end of a period of time,
situation, activity, or object. ...by
the end ofthat year. ...at the far
end of the room. 2 an end to a
situation: the stopping of it. An
end to civil service secrecy will
only come about through intense
pressure. S to end with particular
words. The letter ended with a

engulfed

curious request 4 to end with or
in a particular part, thing, or
event. The meal normally ended
with deesc,rt. ...long straight
streets, each ending in a piazza.
5 be at an end: be finished. ?he
romantic years were now at an
end.6 in the end: finally. He had,
in the end, become genuinely fond
ofher.T on end: continuously. ft
is designed to fly at well over
65,000ft for days on end.

endeal to endear someone to
someone else. It's not an approach
that endears him ta critics.

ondomie be endemic in a place or
suiety. ...the pollution that is now
endemic in the Meditcrranean.

ondow to endow someone or
something with a quality or thing.
Sickness endows the mind with a
new perceptiveness.

enemy an enemy of a person,
group, or thing. ...enemies of the
state.

onfold to enfold someone in your
arms. Ginay en folded him in her
arms and rubbed his head.

engage to engage in an activity.
You may not engage in
conversation with them.

engeged I be engaged in, on, or
upon an activity or task; be
engaged with something or
someone. Paul was engaged in a
chess game... I shall be engaged on
churcJr business on Sunday
evening... Mr Smith was engaged
with a client.2 be engaged to
someone. She told us all she was
engaged to him.

englaved I be engraved on an
object. The date is engraved on the
base. 2 be engraved with a design.
...a stone engraved with strange
figures.

ongnoa3ed be engrossed in
something or with something. .EIe

was completely engrossed in his
book... He was far too engrossed
with his task to bother about us.

ongulfed be engulfed by
something or in something.
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enlargo

Miraculousl.v. they had not been
engulfed by the avalanche... The
raging ocean that covered
everything was engulfed in total
dar*ness.

onlcrge to enlarge on or upon a
subject. f went o n to enlarge on the
difficulties of naming a cat.

enli3t to enlist in the army, navy,
or air force. Jamie had enlisted in
the army at Georgetown.

enme3hod be enmeshed in
something. ...at a time when India
was enmeshed in turmoil.

entailed be entailed in an action or
activity. ...despitc the difficulties
entailed in establishing what
people eat.

entanglod be entangled in or with
something. Parker had risked
becoming entangled in the
investigation... Our limbs got
entangled with each other.

onter I to enter into negotiations
or an agreement. The TUC were
not prepared to enter into
d.iscussions. 2 to enter into
something: be a factor in
something. All sorts of emotional
factots enter into the relationship.
3 to enter someone or something
for or in a race or competition. f
entered her for the race myself...
Also entered in this race is Gold
Ace. 4 to enter something in a
written record. The grades were
entered in a book.

onthu3o to enthuse over
something or about something.
There is plenty to enthuse over.
...as they enthused about the
success of their latest campaign.

enthucaaam enthusiasm for
something. ...her enthusiasm for
new experiences.

enthusaaatic be enthusiastic
about something. My parents
were not altogether enthusiastic
about the theatre as a profession.

ontitlo to entitle someone to
something. You are entitled to this
mone.v. so wh.v not claim it?

entrancc I the entrance to or of a
building or place. ...in front ofthe
main entrance to the building.
...the entrance ofthe cave.
2 entrance to an institution. There
is no examination for entrance to
secondary schools.

entruat I to entrust something to
someone. I was entrusting my life
to them.2 to entrust someone
with something. At first he will
only be entrusted with minor jobs.

entrY I the entry to a place. ...the
entry to the tunnel.2 entry into or
to a group or area ofactivity. ...tfie
qualifications needed for entry into
elitc occupations...'A' levels are
the basic quilification for entry to
higher education. 3 an entry in a
written record for a particular
date. ...the entry in his diary. ...my
diary entry for Sunday,25 May.

entwano to entwine something
with or in something else. She
entwined her arm with his... One
second later, her fingers were
entwined in my own.

envolop to envelop someone or
something in something. Our
heads were enveloped in smoke.

enviouS be envious of someone or
ofsomething they have. They may
be envious of your success.

epitome the epitome of a quality
or type of thing . His wealth of
knowledge made him seem the
epitome of a philosopher.

equal I be equal to something: be
the same as something. [Iis
influence is at least equal to that of
any politician.2 be equal to a
task. ...as soon as they feel equal to
the challenge.

equality equality of something or
in something; the equality ofone
group with another. ...equality of
opportunity. ...equality in pay
rates. ...the political, social, and
economic equality of women with
men.

oqulto to equate one thing with
another. War should on no account
be equated with glory.

130



equap to equip someone or
something s,ith useful things or
for a task or activity. ...hu5re
bulldozers equipped with special
blades... We're not equipped for
wintcr travel.

equiYalent I the equivalent of
something. They would be
expected ta spend the equivalent of
a month's wages on their
costumes.2 be equivalent to
something. The poor had to borrow
from the rich, at rates equivalent
to 250 per cent a year.

eScape I to escape from someone
or something unPleasant. She had
escaped from two unfortunate
marriages.2 to escape from a
place to a safer or better place.
Tfuo ofthe sentenced men escaped
from prison... I escaped to a quiet
spot under a hedge.

essonce in essence: used when
mentioning the basic nature of
something. This was in essence the
theory that Lipset and Bendix had
advanced to account for Lheir
findings.

esSential I be essential to or for
the occurrence ofsomething. ?he
outboard motor was essential for
our escary... Calcium is essentiaJ
to health.2 be essential to
someone or something. Feathers
are essential to a bird.

establish I to establish contact
with someone or something, or a
relationship between two people
or things. ...the proposd to
establish contact with pressure
groups. ...the relationship
establ i shed be twee n th e
psychiatrist and the patient.2 tn
establish yourselfor something as
something. It helps him to
establish himselfas one ofthe
gang.

ottimate /ssllmcrt/l to estimate
something at a particular amount.
The fire caused damage estimatcd
at more than half a million pounds.
2 /gstrmat/ an cstimatc for thc cost of
somcthing. ...the enormous

exchange

estimate for repairing the
Mercedes.

eattangod be estranged from
someone. He knows I am estranged
from my father.

eviet to evict someone from a
building. ...attempts to evict
families from their homes.

ovadence evidence ofor about
something. It was visible evidence
of his wealth... Until recently
there has been very little evidence
about how the brain functions.

evolve to evolve into something
new; to evolve frbm one thing to
another. Early horses evolved intn
the forms we know today... The
French revolution evolved from
the protest of a few lawyers to a
popular movement.

exact to exact something from
someone. ...his reluctance to exact
from the Germans a forfeit they
could not pay.

examplo for example. On this
farm, for example, we've got very
)ight soil.

oxcol to excel at or in an activity.
He does not excel at games...
Athlebs devote their lives to
excelling in some single sprt.

oxception I an exception to a rule
or tendency. Royal visitors were
the one exception to the tendency
of the great to travel with fewer
people.2 with the exception of
something. With the exception of
Gower, none ofthe batsmen scored
more than 20.

oxcofpt an excerpt from a piece of
writingor music. ...an excerpt
from a letter to her mother.

oxchange I to exchange one thing
for another. ...coupons which can
be collectcd and exchanged for
goods.2 to exchange things ofa
particular kind with someone. f
exchangd letters with these
people. S in exchange for
something. ...the boy who had
given him a marble in exchange
for a biscuit.
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exclaim

oxclaim to exclaim over
something or at something. ?heY
had exclaimed over my volume of
Vermeer prints... The guests
exclaimed at how well he laked.

orcluded be excluded from a Place
or activity. I disliked being
excluded from foreign policy
discussions.

excluaive I be exclusive to a
particular company or place. You
could try and get some spcial stuff
made. exclusive to us.2 be
exclusive of a particular amount
or group. The Astors had thirty
servants in the 1930s. exclusive of
three daily cleaners.

excur3ion I an excursion to a
place. ...an excursion to the Greek
temples at Paestum.2 an
excursion into a new field of
activity. ...a relatively rare
excursion into contemporary
music.

excuSo l/rkskju:s/ an excuge for
something. I was trying to think
up an excuse for leaving him.
2Akskju:z/ to excuse someone for
doing something wrong or rude.
Excuse me for interrupting,
Professor- 3 to excuse someone
from taking part in an activity.
He is to be excused from duty for
one year.

excmpt I be exempt from tax or a
duty. Harold was exempt from
military service.2 to exempt
someone from a tax, duty, or
obli gation. Th is syste m exempted
those on low incomes from paying
tax.

oxercaac I an exercise in doing
something. This problem was put
to me as an exercise in logic.2 the
exercise of power, responsibility,
orjudgement. The exercise of
.iudgment is a higher function than
the abilitv to count and calculate.

exit an exit from a place. ...the
north exit from the gardens.

oxoncLto to exonerate someone
from blame. We've promised

Captain Imrie a statement
exonerating him from all blame.

cxPcnd to expand on or upon
what you have said. Marx does not
expand on the social processes
lying behind this eituation.

expal to expel someone from a
place or organizaLion. Grigorenco
was deprived of his pnsion and
expelled from the party by his local
committee.

crpcrimont I to experiment with
or on animals or things. Professor
Skinner is still exprimenting
with pigeons... I stafted
expe r i me n ti n g o n J on athan's
machines and realized I had hit on
something unique.2 to
experiment with something new.
We are already experimenting
with these stratcgies. 3 an
experiment with or on animals or
things. ...the reeults ofhis
experiments with plants. ...her
experiments on what diets babies
choose.4 an experiment in a
particular kind ofactivity. ...an
exper i me nt i n i ndustri al
organization.

cxpaft I an expertonorin a
subject; an expert in doing
something. ...an expert on
a nsti tut io nal I aw... Professor
Hick is an expert in oriental
religions... David was an expert in
judo and karate. 2 be expert at
doing something. They have to be
expert at dealing with any
problems that arise.

oxplain to explain something to
someone. I explained my
predicament to the air hostcss.

explrnatlon I an explanation for
or of an event or situation. ?he
most obvious explanation for my
lack of success was that I was a
bad writer. ...to obtain frv,m Perris
an explanation ofhis
extraotdinary bhaviour. 2 al
explanation of something: a
detailed description. Tfie
secretary-general proceedd w ith
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an explanation of Lhe WPA's )egal
Wsition.

elPonont an exponent ofan idea
or activity. Janet Roberts is an
exponent of the'social work'
approach.

expolt l/rkspr:t/ to export goods

from one country to another.
Thousands of sheep are fuing
il)egally exported from Britain to
Europe.2/gksp::t/ the export of
goods to another country. India
earned 4.3 million pounds from the
expott of frogs' legs to the West in
1976-7.

expole I to exPose a Person or
thing to something. ...alt'er a child
has already been exposd to the
disease.2 to expose someone or
something as deceitful. Soon I will
be exposed as a fraud.

exProsrave be expressive of
something. The work seems
expressive ofpride, power, and
sorrowful pessimism.

extend I to extend to something.
His radicalism did not extend to
the field ofeconomics.2 to extend
something to someone. IIe
extended his hand to Ellen... I
write to extcnd a welcome to You.

extont to a particular extent. To a
certain extent, dying of a heart
attack is related to prosperity and
good living.

extort to extort money or
something else from someone. ffis
mother attempted, on several
occasions. to extort moneY from
him.

extract l/rkstrekt/ to extract
something from a place, person, or
thing. ...when you have extractcd
the juice fiom the pulp... I'd onlY
used the threat to extract
information from him. 2/t-kstrirkti
an extract from a book, taPe, ek.
...in this extract from his diary.

extraPolate to extrapolate from
information that you have. ft
attempts to extrapolate from
established data.

fall
extreme I an extreme of

circumstance or behaviour. ?he
root of Ecuador's extremes of
pverty and wealth is in land
tcnurc.2 in the extreme. Her
manner was friendly and
welcoming in the extreme.

extricato to extricate someone
from a situation or place. ...rhe
e {fort of extr i c atin g my sel f fron
t hose miniature rav i nes.

eye an eye for something of a
particular kind. You've got an
excellent eye for detail.

face to face up to a problem or
difficult situation. This will not
help offenders face up to their
crimes.

faced be faced with a problem or
difficulty. We were then faced with
a tcrrible dilemma.

fact in fact. In fact, thete is a
probl e m of ove r- c rowded pri sons
everywhere.

faculty a faculty for doing
something. ...people who devdop
the faculty for looking at things in
diflerent ways.

fai! I to fail in an attempt or area
of activity. She failed in her
attempt to swim to France.
2 without fail. Every aflernoon,
he would without fail take a nap.

fair I be fair to someone or on
someone. The situation isjust not
fair on the children or their
parents.2 be fair to another
person. He a,lwa ys was fair to
everybody around him.

faith faith in something or
sorneone. I've got faith in human
nature.

faithful be faithful to someone or
something. They wish to remain
faithful to their heritage.

fall I a fall in an amount or level.
...a 3 per cent fall in industrial

F
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fclling-off
output.2 to fall from one level or
amount to another. He fell from
third place to twentieth in the
rankings.3 to fall for someone or
something attractive. Richard fel l
for her the moment he set eyes on
her. 4 to fall for a lie or trick.
Unaware of these tactics. Mr Khan
fell for every trap. 5 to fall into an
unwanted statc. Their ideas had
simply fallen into disuse.6 to fall
to someone: to be their task or
duty. ?he task of informing Phil
Cavilleri fell to me.7 to fall back
on a resource or method. ?he.v
may fall back on a variant ofthe
original proposals... This time
there was no reserve to fall back
on.8 to fall behind with
something that you are doing.
Unfortunatcly. we have fallen
behind with the payments.9 to
fall in with a proposal: to agree
with it. Ididn't know whether to
fall in with this arrangement.
l0 to fall in with a person or group
of people: become friendly with
them. Phil fell in with a perky
survivor called Rns and started
begging. I I to fall out with a
friend or colleagte. I've fallen out
with certain members of the band.

falling-off a falling-off of
something or in something. There
was a definite falling-offof active
inLerest... A falling-olf in business
was expected.

femilicr I be familiar to someone:
a familiar thing to someone. flis
name was familiar to me... This is
not, or not yet, a familiar term to
most voters.2 be familiar with
something. I am, of course.
familiar with your work.

f amiliarlze to famil iarize someone
with something. He had to
familiarize himself with the ship...
In her earlv puzzles. she wanted to
fami]iarize readers with the idea of
a crossword.

frmour be famous for something.
The church is famous lor the tomb
of William HogarLh... The council

is famous for spending the most
amount ofmoney on education.

fan a fan ofsomething or someone.
...fans of Elvis Presley.

fantaaaza to fantasize about
something. She does not dare to
fantasize about her novel being
widely acclaimed.

flr not far from a place. ...a villa
not far from Hotel Miranda.

fercinctcd be fascinated by
something or with something. Im
fascinated by the whole world of
plitics... Babies may become
fascinated with one thing for
several weeks.

farhion I be in faehion: be
popular. Sucfi ideas were now no
longer in fashion.2 be out of
fashion: be no longer popular.
Hats are out offashion.

farten to fasten on or ulxrn
something or fast€n on to
something. A vicious serpent )eapt
upon him and fastened on his
arm... The kids fastened on to their
families like iron filings to a
magnet.

fault at feult. It was 1976, I
believe, if my memory is not at
fault.

favour I in favour; in favour of
something: supporting or helping
something. A national opinion poll
in the Daily Mail showed 78% to be
in favour... He was in favour of
modernising the trade unions.2 in
someone's favour: to their
advantage. The amputer *ems to
be programmed s that the error is
always in the bank's favour. ...a
series of aurt decisions in hrs
favour. S in favour of another
thing: because that thing is
preferred. He had long ago
discarded a hor* and cart in
favour of a motor truck. 4 be out
offavour: be no longer popular.
Their views are very much out of
favour now.E a favour to someone.
He had prsuaded her, as a
prsonal favour to himself. to movr'
her bank account.
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favourable be favourable to
something. Most pople were
favourable to the idea. ...an
atmosphere favourable to
expansion.

fear I to fear for someone or
something that you do not want
harmed. local people fear for her
safety... He feared for his brother
after hearing about the escape
attempt.2 someone's fear of a
frightening thing or person. She
was brought up with no fear of
animals. S fear for someone or
something you care about.
...trembling with fear for the
children... They lell Beirut because
offears for thefu safety.4 inlear
of experiencing something bad:
thinking you might experience it.
Raymond now lived in fear of
dismr'ssaJ. 5 for fear of doing
something: because you do not
wish to do it. They did not mention
it for fear of offending him.

fearful be fearful ofsomething.
...parents who are fearful of letting
their feelings take over... The
survey showed that women were
particu 1 ar ly fearfu I of crime.

feast to feast on or offfood of some
kind. Flres feast on rotting flesh.
...feasting off cold roast duck.

feature I a feature of something.
Continuous rapid economic growth
was never a permanent feature of
the systcm.2 a feature on a
particular topic. The local
newspapet recently ran a feature
on drug abuse. S to feature in an
event or thing. One athlete who
could have been expected to
feature in several events was
Daley Thompson... This picture
features in a show offine paintings
at the Scottish National Portrait
Gallery.

fed up I be fed up with something
or someone. I'm fed up with people
talking to me as if I was an idiot...
We met all sorts of people who got
fed up with boarding school.2 be
fed up of doing something: used in

feeling

informal speech. fm fed up of
waiting for you.

,acd I to feed an animal on or
with food of some kind. I told fier
to feed the cat on bread and milk...
They used to feed it with warmd
goat's milk.2 to feed food of some
kind to an animal. ...the root
vegetables we feed to cattle. S to
feed on or offfood of eome kind.
Foxes feed on rodents, Deetles, and
berries. ...tiny snails which feed off
the surface film of algae. 4 tn feed
something into a machine or
appliance. Venk in the door feed
air into the radiators... This new
data is fed into the computer.

feel I to feel like a type ofperson:
to have the same feelings as that
type ofperson. I felt like a
murderer.2 to feel like a thing of
a particular kind: to seem to be a
thing of a particular kind. ft feels
like wintcr. S to feel like
something or like doing
something: to want something or
want to do something. I feel like a
stroll... I wondered if you felt like
coming out for a drink.4 to feel in
a particular way about something.
We feel very positive about the
future... They might not be sure of
how they feel about this war.5 l,o
feel something for someone. ffeJt
desperately sorry for myself. ...the
love he felt for his father at this
moment.6 to feel for something
you want to fiil,. His left, hand felt
for the button under the arm ofthe
chair. T lo feel for someone in
misfortune. I fdt for Byron, but it
could have been worse. 8 a feel for
something: an instinctive
understanding of it. ... Jris shrewd,
intuitive feel for the newspaper
business.

feeling I your feelings for
someone you like. My feelings for
him had grown deeper. 2 your
feelings about something.
...negative feelings about
computers. 3 a feeling for
something: appreciation or
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ferry

understanding. You have to have
some feding for the quality of the
work.

ferry by ferry. They crossed the
river by ferry.

fettooned be festooned with
things. ?he houses are festooned
with posters.

fetch to fetch something for
someone. 'Bet. fetch a shawl I'or
your stepmother.'

feud I a feud between two people
or groups or with another person
or group. ...the )asting feud
between the two families... His
father became involved in a feud
with another villager.2 tn feud,
with someone. He feuded with the
formidable Ernest Bevin.

fiddle to fiddle with something or
fiddle about with something.
Delaney fiddled with the curtain
cord. ...fiddling about with a light.

fidelity fidelity to something or
someone. ...fidelity to the cause.
...Vita's fidelity to Harold.

fidget to fidget with something.
Mother stood in front of the mirror.
fidgeting with her new hat.

fight f to fight for something you
want to get or achieve or against
something you want to stop. ?rade
unionists have fought for effective
Laws... You can't fight against
progress.2 to fight with or
against an enemy or with people
on your side. He was always
fighting with his brother. ...bandits
fighting against each other... He
had fought with the 15th Punjab
Regiment in Burma. S to fight
about or over something. ?hey
fought about money. ...robbers who
start fighting over the profits.4 

^fight against something bad or for
something desirable. ...the fight
against pollution. ...her fight for
freedom. S a fight with someone or
against someone: a fight between
people. Eight soldiers have been
injured in a fist fight with local
people... The referee stopped his
fight against Watson in the fiflh

round... There would be fights
sometimes between the workers.

figment a figment of someone's
imagination. I thought this man
Broum was another figment of
you r over- active i m agin ati on.

figure I to figure in something.
Loneliness figlres quite a lot in his
conversation... None of the accused
figured in the report.2 to figure as
a particular thing. ...the many
debates in which he figured as a
Minister of the House of Commons.
...a photograph which figured as
part ofthe evidence.

file I to file for divorce or
bankruptcy. I instructcd my
solicitor to file for divorce.2 on
file. We have hilf a dozen reprts
ilready on file.

fill I to fill a container or place
with something or fill it up with
something. She filled the bottle
with water... He fiLled the car up
with petrol.2 to fill someone with
a feeling. This thought filled her
with dismay. S to fill in for
someone. ...to see friends about
filling in for him on sentry duty.
4 to fill someone in on something.
'Kleiber's security company' said
Stuart.'Fill me in on that'.

filled be filled with something. Tle
house was filled with all kinds of
books... He was filled with
apprehension.

find I to find something for
someone. The next stcp was to find
a new job for the cleaner.2 to find
pleasure or consolation in
something. We may find purpose
and healing in the love ofGod. S to
find for or in favour ofone ofthe
people in a court case. The judge
had found for the husband... Ifthe
court finds in favour ofhis appeal,
*nna may retain his title.4 to
find against one ofthe people in a
court case. The Europan Court of
Justice may find against the
United Kingdom on these l'ssues.

finirh I to finish with something
or by doing something. ?he da.v
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had finished with a quarrel... I
finished by describingJeremy in
some detail.2 to finish with
someone or aomething: to stop
dealing with them or being
interested in them. Come and have
a gossip after M's finished with
you... They've bothjust finished
with their girlfriends.

finirhed be finished with
something. He was almost finished
with the puzzle when the phone
,ang.

fire I on fire: burning. His clothes
were on fire.2 under fire: being
attacked. The radio headquarters
was under fire from interior
ministry troops... This unfair
system has come under fire from
critics. S to fire bullets or
questions at someote. He saw
Germans and Americans firing at
each other in the square.
...suddenly firing at him strings of
words to spell.

first at first. At first she was
nervous.

firh to fish for something you are
trying to catch. find, or obtain.
...the river in which I used to fish
for salmon... Morph fished for the
key to the back door... He was
happy to see her fishing for
compliments.

fit I be fit for a person, thing, or
purpose. ...palaces fit for
noblemen... This meat is not fit for
human consumption. ...subjects fit
for serious painting. 2 to fit into a
space or group. A/l my clothes fit
into one suitcase. ...odd things that
don't fit into any catcgorY. S to fit
a part to an object: to 6t an object
with a part. 13-amp fuses should
not be fitted to low-powered
appliances... The dinghies had
been fitted wilh searchlighk.4 to
fit in with an arrangement.
system, method. or idea. This
would fit in with his theories about
c iv iI i sati on... The.v h a v e cl a i med
Lhat the new lesls will lit in wilh
normal teaching. 5 a fit of

flip
laughter, rage, etc. He had broken
the dmr down in a fit of jealousy.

fittad be fitt€d to or for an
environment or task. He is exactly
fitted to the society that made
him... She is confident that the
laboratory is fitted for the
investigation.

fix I to fix your eyes or thoughts on
or upon someone or something.
His eyes were fixed on her... His
attention now appears fixed on the
German question.2 to fix on
something: to choose it. We seem
to have fixed on the same day for
superm arket shoppi ng. 3 to frx
someone up with something. I told
him that I didn't know anyone who
could fix him up with a job as a
taxi-driver.

flair a flair for something.
...someone who has a flair for
selling a product.

flamer in flamee. Their home was
in flames.

flanked be flanked by or with
people or things. She was
marching along flanked by two
Danish girls. ...green meadows
flanked with towering cypress
trees.

flarh I to flash a look or smile at
someone. Maurice flashed a smile
at Rdph.2 to flash back to
something. Soshnick's mind
flashed back to the notorious
lipstick murders.

flaw a flaw in something. ...this
obvious flaw in their theory.

flecked be flecked with marks or
things. Its stem is tall and white,
flecked with biown scales.

flick to flick through a magazine, a
book. or documents. lThen he
returned to his office, he flicked
through the mail.

flinch to flinch from something. Ms
Amiel flinches from the idea of
lrials. ...men who would not flinch
lircm assassinat ing a prcsident.

flip to flip through a book or
magazine. ...an abandoned
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flirt
magazine I flipped through on a
train.

f,irt f to flirt with someone. She
saw him flirting with Carol
Swanson. 2 to flirt with an idea or
something new. V ice-chancellors
flirtid with the idea ofprivate fees
last year.

flock to flock to a place or event.
Thousands flocked to the slopes of
Glencoe and Aviemore.

flood I to flood into a place. ...the
refugees flooding into Malawi.2 Lo

flood a place with things. ...to
prevent their home markets being
flooded with imports.

flow to flow from something. ...the
benefits which might flow from my
death.

flowerbe in flower. At the foot of
the trees, the primroses were in
flower.

fluctuataon a fluctuation in
something or of something. ...ht'gh
winds and fluctuations in
temperature. ...my mother's wild
fl uct ua ti ons o f affect i on an d
selfishness.

fluent be fluent in a language. IIe
was fluent in French.

flush be flush with a surface. ...a
slab almost flush with the ground.

flushed be flushed with an
emotion or with success. Carlo
leaned back, his face flushed with
grati fication... Mrs Bradley
resumed her seat. flushed with
success.

fly f b fly at someone: to attack
them. She l?ew a t me and slapped
me across the face. 2 to fly into a
rage or panic. Ramiro frew into a
temper.

fob to fob someone offwith
something unsatisfactory. He may
try to fob you offwith a
prescription for pills.

focua I to focus something such as
your eyes, your attention, or a
camera on someone or something.
I propose to focus attention on one
resource-fuel... Watson focused
his binoculars on the treetops...

The zoo management intends to
focus on education and
conservation.2 the focus of
attention. He expected to be the
eve ni ng's ch ief focus of attcntion...
By the spring of 1973, the focus of
debate had shifted. 3 a focus on
something. ...shilting from a
concern with the present to a focus
on the future.4 be in focug: be
clear or focused . AII he had to do
was to keep his mind and his eyes
in focus. S be out offocus: be
blurred or not focused. ...as a result
ofbing photographed out offocus.

foil a foil for something or to
something. ...a young orator who is
a foil for Socrates in this
dialogue... Cranberries arc a good
foil to fat meat.

foist to foist something unwelcome
on or upon 6omeone. Goodness
knows what type of manager they
might foist on us.

follow I bo follow one thing or
action with another. To follow one
crop ofwheat with another and
another is inviting trouble... She
followed her education with a stint
at a Swiss finishing school.2 to
follow from a fact. It follows from
all this that many bureaux are
resistant to change.

fond be fond ofsomeone or
something. Angela was very fond
of her parents... Mr Kinnock is
fond ofquoting the ltalian
communist Antonio Gramsci.

foo! to fool around with something.
Nino Valenti was sitting at the
piano fooling around with the
keys.

foot I onfoot: walking. I
preferred to enter on foot.2 on
your feeft standing. He's been on
his feet all day.3 to your feet: into
a standing posilion. I tried to get to
my feet but could not.

footing on a particular footing;
on a particular footing with
someone. This puts agticulture on
a very precarious footing indeed...
The school's constitution puts

138



parcnts on an equal footing with
stalf.

forago to forage for food or other
things. ,ftuirrels are foraging
eve t ywhete for sustena nce.

foray a foray into a field of
activity. ...in the fort.v vears since
his first foray into.journalism.

forcc I to force something
unwelcome on or upon someone.
Their frequent returns to
*heidegg were forced on them b.v
bad weather.2 to force someone
into doing something or into a
difficult or unpleasant situation.
Mr Hansen was forced into
resigning over the alfair... The
drive for competition has forced
thousands of workers into the job
gueues. 3 in force: existing and
valid. Demonstrations are barred
under the emergency regulations
still in force.4 in force: in large
numbers. One of the guards said
that they intended to return in
force tn carry out the order.

forefront in the forefront of
somethingt at the forefront of
something. American television is
in the forefront of
te leco m m u n ica t i o n s tech no lo gy...
Some employers were at the
forefront ofcampaigns to extend
safety legislation.

foreign be foreign to someone. ?he
crime had an ingenuity and
subtlety foreign to an
En gl ishma n... Eve ryth i ng about
his life was foreign to her.

forerunner the forerunner of
something. ...working class
organizations that are the
forerunners of workers' councils.

foictaatc a foretaste of something
in the future. These pictures were
a foretaste of the coming age of
space exploralion.

fotgct to forget about something.
'fhe Count had momentarilv
forgotten about the letlcr.

forgotful be forgetful of
something. Howard. lbrgetlul of

freedom

the time. was still working away
in the library.

forgivo to forgive someone for
doing something. Forgive me for
using these pompus words.

form I a form of something. Sticr(-
fighting was more an art than a
form of combat. 2 in the form of
something. ...exercise in the form
of walks or swimming.

forwerd to forward a document to
someone. R.egional officials
forwarded the results tn head
office.

foundcd be founded on or upon a
basis or fact. ...a novel which is
doubtless founded on a mass of
historical data.

framcd be framed in something or
by something. Matrcn was framed
in the doorway. ...pictures of
mountains framed by trees.

frank be frank with someone
about something. Now, Hugh, I
want you to be perfecily frank with
me... He's quite frank about
everything else.

fratefltizc to fraternize with
someone. ...when they saw me
fraternizing with the'lower class'.

fraught be fraught with a quality
or with things. This way of life is
fraught with danger... These
proposals are fraught with
exp losi ve soc ial conseque nces.

frce I be free of or fiom something
unpleasant or unwanted. ?hey
seemed free ofracial prejudice.
...ensuring that they are free from
harmful bacbria.2 be free with
advice, money. etc. She ls not
known for being free with her
money... Thev are pretty free with
their comments. 3 to free someone
or something from something or
of something. ...to free the world
from hate and miser.v... He had
freed her of the responsibilitv of
feeling guiltv.

frcodom I freedom from
something unpleasant or
unwanted. ... Ii'eedont li'om h u ngc, r.
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fresh

2 freedom of speech or action. WilJ
.vou allow them frcedom ofchoice?

fresh be fresh from a place.
...brcad fresh from the oven... Nick
Faldo arrived, fresh from his
victory in the U.S. Masters
Tournament..

frot to fret about something or
over something. She fretted about
her appearance... Nothing can be
gained by fretting over results.

friend I be friends with someone.
You used to be great friends with
him. didn't you?2 a friend of
someone or to someone. She has
become a close friend ofthe
President and his wife... She
became a friend to them for the
rest oftheir careers.

fricndly I be friendly to or
towards someone: behave in a
pleasant way towards them.
Everyone is so friendly to everyone
else... I have noticed that.your
father is not as friendly towards
me as he used to be.2 be friendly
with someone: be their friend. f
became friendly with a young
engineer named S.y Glist. 3 be
friendly to someone or something:
support them. ...a big corporation
very friendly to the President.

f riendship someone's friendship
with someone else: a friendship
between two people. I wanted to
maintain my friendship with her.
...a study ofthe friendship between
two South London youths.

frighton to frighten someone into
doing something. ...a bombing
campaign aimed at frightening the
Peruvians into boycotting the
elections.

frightened I be frightened of
something or someone. He felt a
little frightened ofgoing back... I
have a reputation now and people
are going to be frightened ofme.
2 be frightened for someone or
something you care about. Onl.y
da.ys ago we were frightened for
our lives.

fringed be fringed with things or
by things. Her eyes were large and
fringed with long filse eyelashes.
...a bay of blue water fringed by
palm trees.

front in front; in front of
something. ...a device which
computes the speed of the car
travelling in front... An actor has
to go out every day and prove
himselfin front ofan audience.

frontaer I the frontier between or
of two countries; the frontier of
one country with another. ...the
frontier between the United States
and Canada. ...along the frontier of
the two Germanies. ...the north-
west frontier of India... Greece was
manning her frontier with
Bulgaria.2 the frontiers of
knowledge or a field ofactivity.
...the way in which technology can
expand the frontiers ofknowledge.

frown I to frown at something or
someone. He frowned at his
reflection in the mirror... The
President frowned at the
suggestion that his council had
wasted the money. 2 to frown
upon or on something that you do
not approve of. Television is
frowned upon... In the past, the
Edi nburgh fest i va I co mm i ttee
frowned on prize-giving.

f tuits the fruits of someone's work
or success. You are now in a
position to enjoy the fruits of your
labours.

frustrated be frustrated by, at, or
with something. They are
frustrated by having no outdoor
space to play in... Tbey may get
frustrated at their own failure.
...frustrated with the slow pace of
reform.

full I be full ofsomething. IIe
seemed full ofenergy. ...a garden
full of fruit trees and roses. 2 in
full. The company would be unable
tn pay its creditors in full... It is
worth quoting in full what the
chairman said.
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fun for fun. ...whetber you wish ta
t'un just for fun or to compete in
,'aces.

function I thefunctionof a
person or thing; a person's or
thing's function ae something. ?he
function ofcriticism is to help the
student to improve... He could no
longer fulfil his function as
breadwinner for the family.2 to
function es something. ...a room
which had previously functioned
as a playroom for the children.

fundcmcntal be fundamental to
something. Close links with
suppliers are fundamental ta the
success of its business.

furiour be furious at or with
someone or something. Many
people are furious at the Duke for
going to the funeral... Rubenstcin
is furious with the decision.

furnirh to furnish someone with
something. They did not furnish us
with an opportunity to meet as a
grouP.

furnirhed be furnished with
furniture. It was furnished with
ordinary offrce furniture ofthe
better sort.

fus I tofussoversomeone. Boys
don't like a mother fussing over
tfiem. 2 to fuss about something
or over something. A great many
women nowadays fuss about their
weight... John Ford didn't like an
actor fussing over his role. 3 the
fuss over or about something or
someone: the expression ofanger
oranxiety. Therewasa
tremendous fuss about seating
arrangements... It was silly to
make such a fuss over a woman
whom he had only seen halfa
dozen times.4 to make a fuss of
someone: to pay them a lot of
attention. I hugged her and made a
great fuss of her.

fuery be fussy about something.
She was very fussy about
ptonunciation.

gerrcd

grin I b gain in a quality or
ability. Bare nboi m's pl ay i ng
seemd b gain in confidence as
time went on.2 to gain on
someone or something that is
ahead of you. She kept gaining on
me all the way down the long hill.

g.llop at a gdlop. The dogs woild
follow at a gil|op, yapping and
yelping.

gllvrnaze to galvanize someone
into doing something. She
embarked on a mini-tour aimed at
galvanizing her supporters into
turning out to vote... You've got to
galvanize people into action.

gamble to gamble on a race or a
particular result. ...families ruined
by gamblingon the hor*s... The
Swapo High Command eeems tD
have gambled on a certainty.

gamut a gamut of something: its
full range. Fulham were capable of
putting their supprten through a
whole gamut of emotions.

gcp a gap in something or a gap
between two things. ...closing the
gap in military techndogy... A
central theme of the reprt is that
the gap between rich and pmr has
grown.

gtpC to gape at someone or
something. Crowds gathered to
gap at the players.

grap a gasp of a particular
emotion. A gasp of disbelief rang
out.

gttcwty a gateway to somewhere
or something. Cekermouth is
situatcd at the northern gateway
to the English Lake District...
Wealth has not proved to be a
gateway to happiness.

galC to gaze at someone or
something. He gazd at me
steadily.

gearad be Beared to, towards, or
for a particular purpose. The
whole training programme has
been geared to this one event...

G
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genefal

Policies will fu geared towards
sustaining the strength of the
pound... The team were geared for
action.

generr! in general: used when
speaking about the main features
of something. In general, theY
seem to share amPlY in the
prosperity of the RePubl ic.

got I to get at something or
someone. The bull was trying to
smash the fence to get at me.2 to
get a particular feeling from or
out of something. What You get
from the culture ofCeylon dePends
on your attitude... What does
anyone get out of acting?3 to get
into an activity, situation, or waY
of behaving. I'm going to need a
quick start to get into the mood...
I'm not going to get into an
argument about it. 4 to get over
an unpleasant experience, illness,
or difficulty. George did not get
over his homesickness for some
time... One mother got over this
problem by leaving her babY with
someone else. 5 to get out of
something. We'lI do anYthing to
get out ofworking.6 to get round
a rule, problem, or difficulty. The
most valuable architect is the one
who can get round the planning
system.T to get round someone:
to persuade them. She could
ilways get round him in the end.
8 to get through a particular task,
problem, or unpleasant experience.
It is diffrcult to get through this
amount ofwork in such a short
time... We just hope we can get
through the game without any
further injuries. I to get to
someone: to affect them. ?he
{atigue and backache are getting
to me now. l0 to get along with
someone. I get along very well
with Donald.ll to get away with
something. Pupils disrupt classes
and gel away with unrily
behaviour. 12 to get down to
something. The two of them get
down to business here tomorrow.

13 to get in with someone. She
takes good care to get in with the
people who matter. 14 to get on
with someone. The children have
to leam to get on with each other.
l5 to get on with something. ...a
life spent hiding my feelings and
getting on with the job. 16 to get
on to a topic. Somehow we got on
ta grandparents. 17 to get on to
someone. Get on to my seuetary
and arrange an intcrview. lS tn
get round to doing something.
Most people take weeks to get
round to filling the forms in. 19 to
get through to someone. ...words
which will get through to a child.
20 to get up to something. Many
see school trips as an excuse for
children to get up to mischief.

gist the gist of something. She
strove to catch the gist of our
quarrel.

give I to give something to
someone or something. fpulled out
a packet ofcigarettcs and gave
them to him... Priority will have to
be given to unemployment.2 to
give in to someone or something. f
feared she'd think me weak for
giving in tohim... Jessica refused
to give in ta self-pity or despair.
3 to give something over to
someone. A whole page had to be
given over to readers' letters.4 to
give up on someone or something.
The lifts take so long to reach the
ground floor that you usually give
up on them.5 to give something
up to a particular thing. The last
afternoon ofthe Christmas term
was given up to a tea-party.

given be given to a particular kind
of behaviour. David was not given
tn daring acts of bravado.

glance I to glance at something or
through pages or documenh. f
glanced at your letters this
morning. ...glancing through the

job advertisements. 2 to glance off
something. The ball glanced olf his
foot inta the net.3 at a Slance. IIe
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could tell at a glance that she was
upset.

glafc to glare at someone or
something. We froze, glaring at
each other in hatred.

gloat to gloat over something or
someone. It is worth noting how
many independent schools gloat
over their Oxford entry success
rates.

glory to glory in something. ?he
women were glorying in this new-
found freedom.

glow to glow with a particular
emotion. Mrs Volkov glowed with
the pride ofhaving produced a
child.

glutton a glutton for something.
He never got tired, and he was a
glutton for work.

gnlw to gnaw at something. ?he
insects continued gnawing at the
wood.

go I to go about a task, activity, or
problem. ...those trying to go about
their normal business. 2 to go
against someone, or their advice
or wishes. The head is only
answerable to the governors, who
rarely go against him.3 tn go
against someone: used ofa
decision in a court of law. ?he
verdict went against his brother.
4 to go before a judge orjury. Ihe
measute went before an
ecclesiastical committee. S to go
beyond something. Mr Baker's
warning went beyond Friday's
statement.G to go by certain
information or evidence. Don't go
by what he says. 7 to go for a
particular product or method. Do
you go for organization or do you
prefer flair?8 to go for someone: to
attack them. He went for me with
a bread knife.9 to go into ajob,
subject, or arrangement of some
kind.. When you go into a deal, you
can't lay down the law. ...training
programmes for people wishing to
go into business. l0 to go on or
into something: used of money or

good

resourceE. A fair amount ofmoney
goes on research... Most of the aid
has gone into urban projects. ll ta
go over something: to examine or
consider it. Potcntial buyers
should go over all the details. 12 ta
go through an unpleasant event
or experience. She had to go
through the indignity of travelling
in the luggage van. l3 to go
through things such as a
collection ofpapers or clothes. .f,Ie
went through Guy's books to find
something about Poland. 14 to go
towards a particular scheme or
purchase. The funds will go
towards security and educational
activities.lS to go with
something. White wine goes with
fish. 16 to go without something:
to not have it. Prisoners may have
tn go without a bath for a week.
l7 to go ahead with a decision or
action. ...Sotheby's determination
to go ahead with the sale. 18 to go
along with someone or something.
We have to go along with whatcver
government comes to power. 19 to
go back on a promise or
agreement. Now you're going back
on what you told me earlier.2O to
go down with a disease or illness.
Seven of the English boys went
down with influenza.2l to go in
for a particular kind ofthing or a
competition. They have decided to
go in for information technology.
22 to go on with something. 'Dont
interntpt,' he replied, and went on
with his tale.2il to go out with
someone. She goes out with
younger men.24 to go through
with a decision or action. He hoped
they would not go through with
their treatment.

good I begoodatdoing
something. He was good at hiding
his disappintments. 2 be good for
someone or something. Post-war
welfare thinkingassumed that the
arts were good for the pople... It's
great to see all these pple here.
it's good for the game.3 for good:
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gTab

permanently. The theatre closed
down for gu;d.

grab to grab at something. Ile
grabbed at the drawer where tbe
pistol was.

graduate /grEdjocrt/l to graduate
from a school or institution in a
particular subject. Volpin
graduatd from Moscow
University in 7946... She was
educated at Edinburgh University
and graduatcd in 1aw.2 to
graduate from one thing to
another. There are stadium groups
and arena gmups, and they have
graduated from the latter to the
former-

graft to gaft one thing onto or to
another thing. ... modern pol itical
structures gralted onto ancient
cultural divi si ons... Cutti ngs from
the fruit tree will have been
grafted to another kind oftree.

grant to grant something to
someone. Has his govetnment
granted favours tn businessmen?

grapple I to grapple with
someone. ...detectives gtappling
with an unidentified man.2 to
grapple with a problem or
difficulty. English Victorian
novelists were grappling with guilt
and melancholy.

grasp I to grasp at something. ?he
specialists had given him some
hope, but he was not gtasping at it.
2 be within someone's grasp: be
attainable. It looked as ifJones
had victory within his grasp.

91a33 to grass on someone. ?Jre
rumour started that I had grassed
on them.

gravitato to gravitate to or
towards a particular place, thing,
or activity. Like many a French-
speaking Belgian, she inevitably
gravitated tn the French capital...
Jordan resigned from the
Communist Party and had since
gravitated towards the Labour
Party.

giooting in greeting. They kissed
each other in gteeting.

grieYe to grieve for or over
someone or something. ...grieving
over the death ofsomeone I loved...
His step-mother had gdeved for
the motherless child.

glin to grin at someone. Fontane
was grinning at his friend.

grind to grind away at a task.
Millions of children are forced ta
spend precious houts of their lives
grinding away at pointless tasks.

gtoon I to groan about
something. ... moaning and
groaning about his bellyache.2 to
groan beneatrh or under the
weight or difficulty of something.
The bed groaned beneath her as
she sat down... The fathers of
many daughters groan under the
weight of paying large sums for
marriage ceremonies.

groom to groom someone as
something or for a particular
position. Barber told me I had been
chosen to be groomed as editor...
Clive Lloyd has been grooming
him for the West Indies captaincy
for a long time.

grope to
citizens
identity

ground

grope for something. fts
are groping for a sense of

I to ground an opinion or
argument on something. They had
grounded their appeal on the
common law.2 on certain
grounds; on the grounds of
something: used when giving a
reason. Mr Coverly pleaded not
guilty on the grounds that
cucumbers could not be classed as
firearms... They started making
cuts, on the grounds ofpaper
shortage.

gtounded be grounded in a fact or
situation. ...if parental
pronouncements are grounded in
reality.

gtounding a grounding in a
particular subject. It is desired
that all instructors have a better
grounding in general culture.

groundwork the groundwork for
something. Chairman Mao
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provided the groundwork for
future eanomic success by
creating fu)l employment.

group a group of things or people.
...a group of cancan dancers from
East Anglia.

glow I to grow into something. A
small faction may grow into an
extremist group.2 to grow into an
item ofclothing. It's a bit big. but
she'll soon grow into it. 3 to grow
on someone. she was someone
whose charm grew very slowly on
you. 4 to grow out of a type of
behaviour or interest. My ambition
was to become a comic strip artist
but I grew out ofit. 5 to grow out
of an item ofclothing. It cost a
small fortune and she grew out of
it in three months.

grudga a grudge against someone.
Nor did Churchill harbour any
grudge against Miss Cazalet.

grumble to grumble about
something. A match with nine
goals, some of them spctacular,
should be nothing to grumble
about.

guard I to guard against
something or guard someone from
something. ... ) ong-standing doubts
over how one can guard against
cheating... I'm trying to protect
him, to guard him from his
enemies.2 on guard: alert and
ready for action. Police twirled
their batons gently, on guard for
possible trouble. 3 under guard:
being guarded by someone. Police
have put another serviceman
under guard-

guc3a I to guess at something. Ihe
degree ofimprovement can only be
guessed at. 2 at a guese. At a
guess, I'd say she must have got
lost.

guado I a guide to a particular
subject or place. He published a
professional guide to French
music.2 to guide someone
through something. Mr Lishtbod.v
wenl out of his way to guide me
through the tcd tape.jungle.

hand

gullty f be guilty of a crime. They
were both found guilty ofcausing
death by reckless driving.2 fer'l
guilty about doing something that
you think is wrong. Perhaps
women should be made to feel
guilty about wearing furs.

gulf a gulf between two things.
This is the real gulf futween first
division and non-leagte football.

gun to gun for someone. f don't
want half an army gunning for me.

gunpolnt at gunpoint. Twice he
was challenged at gunryint.

hack I to hack at something. We
found Charlie hacking at the
bacon with a knife. 2 to hack
through something such as
undergrowth. The vegetation is so
thick we will have to hack through
it.

haggle to haggle with someone
over something. She haggled with
the man until the matter had been
settled... After haggling over the
price all day I was determined to
make a deal.

hall to hail someone or something
as a particular thing. It was hailed
as the most spectacular concert in
the history of rock.

hand I to hand something to
someone. This bulletin has just
fuen banded tome. 2 to hand
something on or over to someone.
Aftcr investigation, the relevant
documents arc handed over to the
DTI... They handed on to their
children the only life they knew.
3 at hand: near. The day for
which they had been fighting was
close at hand.4 by hend:
manually or in person. The.v scaled
the wall and began teailng it down
bv hand... Applications can be
delivered b.v hand.5 on hend:
near and available. ?here wert'no

H
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hang

less than twelve additional
musicians on hand.

hang I to hang about or around a
place. I was hanging around the
Bush theatre one night waiting for
an audition... George was left to
hang about the station.2 to hang
over someone or something. It's
awful having a criminal case
hanging over you... A question
mark hangs over the future of
London as a leading financial
centre.3 to hang onto something.
He has only a slim chance of
hanging onto power. 4 to hang on
something: to depend on it. At such
times, hope or despair hangs on
the last phone cali. 5 to hang
around with someone. f was
becoming more cynical, probably
from hanging around with
newspapermen.

hangover a hangover from the
past. Their obsession with exports
is an obvious hangover from
colonial times.

hanker to hanker after something
or for something. Lucy had always
hankered afLer a house of her
own... They still hanker for the
past.

happen to happen to someone or
something. It is a mystery what
happened to Dibble; hejust
collapsed.

happy be happy about or with
something. Mr Henderson is not
happy about the level ofhis shares.
...the self-rcalized woman who is
happy witb herjob.

hard be hard on someone or
something. This sort of
presentation can be hard on the
listener... These rough roads are
hard on the car's suspension.

hardback in hardback. I missed
it when it was pub)ished in
hardback.

harmfu! be harmful to someone or
something. Too much salt can be
harmful to a young baby.

harmonize to harmonize with
something, It is absurd to suggest

that modern architecture cannot
harmonize with ik setting.

harmony in harmony with
someone or something. ...the
ecological imprtance of )earning
to live in harmony with the planet.

hornes to harness one thing to
another. These aspirations are
harnessed to a political or religious
proglamme.

hatred hatred for or ofsomeone or
something. ...periods of stifled
hatred for Daniel's father. ...the
widespread fear and hatred of
witthes.

hozardouc be hazardous to
someone or for someone.
Breathing asbstas-laden air may
be hazardous ta health... Strong
winds are expected to make roads
hazardous for drivers today.

head to head for a place. As the
travellers head for Stonehenge, the
police are preparing to repel them.

heap to heap praise or criticism on
or upon someone. The Chancellor
took care last week to heap praise
on Bernard.

heaped be heaped with things.
The boy balanced a bay heaped
with his wares.

hear I tohearfromsomeone. Sle
had not heard from her sister in
Cleveland for many years.2 to
hear of someone or something. ?lre
vast majority ofthese students had
never heard ofthe Marshall Plan.
3 to hear about something. ffrst
heard about the shooting on the
radio.

heart 1 at heart: used when
indicating someone's true
character. He was, at heart, a
kindly and reasonable man.2 by
hearh used to indicate that
something is memorized. Learn
the above conversation by heart.

heavy be heavy with something.
...a voice heavy with scorn.

hedge to hedge against
something. ...hedgi ng agai nst
inflation.
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hclr the heir to a throne, property,
or a position. ...M. Fabris, heir to
the estate of Utrillo.

hcirer the heiress to a throne,
property, or a position. ...his wife
Bodil, heiress to a fortune from a
I ead i ng che m ical s compa ny.

help I to help someone to
something. Mr Stokes helped
himself to rum.2 to help someone
with something. Grant has spent
the last two years of his life
helping his wife with her fight
against cancer. S be of help; be of
help to someone. I sat with my
head bent forward but this was of
no help either.

hcralded be heralded as a
particular thing. The miners'
strike was heralded as a new
weapon in the class strugg)e.

hew to hew something out of or
from rock or wood. ...hewing stone
out of the mountain... Small
memorials hewn from the rock
mark the spot of an earlier
massacre,

hide to hide something from
someone. He hid the ignition key
from her.

hiding in hiding. IIe Das been in
hiding for almost a year.

high be high on drugs or alcohol.
There were rumours that one
speaker was high on acid.

hindtance a hindrance to someone
or something. Private ownership
was either a help or a hindrance ta
certain goals.

hinge to hinge on or upon a
particular thing or event. ?he
immediate future of Poland hinges
on more than a new Parliament.

hant I to hint at something. I/e
seemed to be hinting at a coalition
between the two parties. 2 a hint
of something. He would rarely
give a hint of emotion.

hirc for hire. Three boxes with a
view ofthe race-course were
available for hire.

hit I to hit on an idea. After
discussing various methods of

hope

escape we hit on the following
plan. 2 to hit back at someone.
They have teen urging him to hit
back at Mr Bush's campaign.

hold t a hold over someone. Ifi's
hold over the people enabled him
to grind down all opposition.2 to
hold something against someone.
His refusal tn cooprate will be
held against him. 3 to hold to an
idea or opinion. I also hold strongly
to the idea that the university
should seek funding from industry
and commerce.4 to not hold with
a particular activity or practice. I
don't hold with play acting in
churchld to hold on to something.
Angelica sat staring ahead,
holding on to the iron rail... Harry
Lodge, from England, held on to
third place overaLl. 6 to hold out
for something. The Unitcd Statcs
and other countuies are holding
out for a full settlement.

holidayon holiday. ...an rdea
which grew while she was on
holiday in Europe.

homage a homage to someone or .

something. 'Blue Moon' is a
charming romantic homage tn
EIvis Presley.

homc I to home in on something.
The shark turned, homing in on
the stream of blood. 2 et home. I
find it very dilficult to work at
home.

honour I an honour to someone or
something. His mother was
somewhat calmd by this honour
to the family.2 in honour of
someone or someLhing. ...a party
given in honour ofher arrival.

hooked be hooked on something.
Do we need to worry about the
adolescent getting hooked on
certain boks? ...hooked on drugs.

hopc I to hope for something. IIe
could hard)y have horyd for a
bettcr start to his career.2 in the
hope of doing something. We
should tr.v to spread our ideas in
the hope of showing pople what is
possible.
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horizon

hodzon I onthehorizon. ?he
domes and minarets of Delhi
showed on the horizon. 2 on the
horizou over the horizon: in the
near future. ...with inflation rising
and an election on the horizon.
...the thought that over the horizon
is another assignment.

horseback on horeeback. Peop,le
waited, watched by policemen on
horseback.

hour on the houf3 at 1 o'clock, 2

o'clock, 3 o'clock, and so on. Buses
for l,ondon leave every day on the
hour.

how! to howl with laughter, pain,
or anger. The students howled
with glee as they followed the
brothers.

hub the hub of a place or area.
Venice was the hub ofthe
Mediterranean.

hum to hum with a particular
activity or feeling: used ofa place.
The town was already humming
with excitement.

hunger I hunger for something.
...this compulsive hunger for
victory.2 to hunger for something
or after something. S}re }ungers
for contact with her child... What
makes people hunger after power?

hungry be hungry for something.
He knows what it is to be hungry
for success.

hunt I to hunt for something.
Badgers are still about at night,
hunting for acorns or beetles.2 a
hunt for someone or something.
Detcctives have launched a hunt
for the mother.

hystericc in hysterics. ?fie
audience were in hysterics.

idea I someone's ideas on
something or about something.
...traditional ideas on how to feed
sick children... He had superficial

ideas about politl'cs. 2 someone's
idea of a particular thing: what
they think it is like. ...Mary
Jordache's idea ofa normal
American family.3 an idea of
something or about something:
some knowledge of what it is.
...occasionally flashing my torch to
get an idea of my immediatc
surroundingB... I had got quite the
wrong idea about it. 4 the idea of
something: the actual concept that
it represenk. She cannot bear the
idea of parting. ...the idea of
freedom. S an idea for something
new. I had this idea for a book.
6 the idea of an action or scheme:
itspurpose. The ideaofthese .
improvisations is to force the
actors to frndjustifications for the
way their characters behave.

ideal be ideal for a purpose or
person; an ideal thing for a
purpose or person. All these oils
are ideal for aoking, frying and
salad dressings... It's a healthy,
i n te re st i ng hd iday-ide a I for
families... A yellowish-brown is
the ideal colour for camouflage.

identical be identical to or with
something else. The third diagam
is identical to the first... My view is
identical with that of Mr Jefferson.

identify I to identify with
someone. Do you identify with the
working class then?2 ta identify
someone or something with a
person or thing. The planets were
identified with gods... I was
identified with tlat issue. 3 be
identified as a particular person or
thing. The victims have been
identified as Hazel Danks and
Joan Abbot... The main concerns
were identified as a g@d bus
service and a low crime rate... In
each case, privab contractors were
identified as being at fault.

ignorant be ignorant ofa fact or
about a subject. They were
ignorant ofhis plans. ...ifthe
President is ignorant afuut mqjol,
aspects of national policy.
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imbued be imbued with a quality
or idea. ...cu,ltiva tcd individuals,
imbued with a sense of social
purwse.

immcr:rc I to immerse yours€lf in
an activity. I immersed myself
totally in my work... All the team
had been immersed in the project
for several months. 2 to immerse
something in a liquid. The foot was
ta be immersd in a bucket of the
stulf... Pilgims are supposed to
immerse themselves three times in
the water.

immune be immune to or from
something harmful or bad. We are
virtually immune to certain
diseases which cau* death
elsewhere... This renders
academics immune from criticism.

immunity immunity to, from, or
against something harmful or
bad. Vaccines generate immunity
to a disease. ...immunity from
prosecution. ...their natural
immu nity against pests.

immunize to immunize someone
against a particular disease.
...failing ta have their children
immunized against diphtheria.

impact an impacton or upon
something. Higher interest rates
will have an impact on profits.

impale to impale something on or
upon something sharp. Intpaled
on the hook was a small shark.

impart to impart information or a
quality to someone or something.
The news was imparted to John
Curcuas. ...otherwise the kippers
may impart their flavour to the
raspber4t mousse.

impetient I be impatient with
someone or something; be
impatient at something; be
impatient ofa kind ofbehaviour.
He was very impatient with
students who did not listen
carefully.., Most prisoners seemed
genuinely impatient with such
ideas... They have oftcn made me
angry and impatient at their ptty
faults... Those with real pwer are

impo!e
usually impatient of tao much
defercnce.2 be impatient for
something you want to happen.
...leaders imptient for rcsults.

impcdimcnt an impediment to
development. ...thw who eay that
the unions arc an impdiment to
pnogless,

imperviour be impervious to
something. I b*ame impervious to
influence ofany kind... Slate is
impervious to water,

impinge to impinge on or upon
someone or something. ...as tfie
pressures ofchange impinge more
heavily on the individual.

implant hmplo:nt/ to implant
something in something or
someone else. We might implant
tiny *nsors in the bdy... She
managed to implant a lot of
enthusiasm in me.

amplicate to implicate someone in
an unpleasant situation. But was
it fair to implicate her in this srt
of situation?

implication I by implication:
used when mentioning a related
fact. Her plicies have failed and,
by implication, so }as she. 2 the
implication of something.
... real i si n g the scandalou s
implication of the remark.

implicit be implicit in something.
...the sense ofshattering defeat
implicit in his attitude.

import /rmpq;t/ to import
something from another place
into the place where you are.
...goods imprted frcm abrcad...
200,000 parrots arc importad into
EC countries each year.

impore I to impose a reetriction,
law, or penalty on or upon a
person or activity. They
immediatcly impwd a ban on
further advertising. ...chafing at
the restraint impoed on them by
the previous pverrunent.2 to
impose on or upon Bomeone.
'Would you carc to join me?'-'No,
I couldn't imp* on you.'
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imprcgnete

impngnttc to impregnate
something wi0r a chemical. ...soll-
wd imprcgaatd with crasote.

amprtat to impress something on
or upon someone. The authorities
imprcs*d on him the need for a
psychiatric ansultation for his
soD.

imprerrcd be impreesed by
something or with something. f
was impressed by his self-control...
We are highly i with the
way you have been working.

imprerlon someone's impression
of a person or situation. My first
impression of Nigel Lever was a
bad one... One man described his
impressions ofthat fateful day.

improvc to improve on or upon a
previous thing. Our furnace is not
perfect, but we are improving on it.

improvement an improvement in
something or of something. ... the
resultant improvement in health.
...the gradual improvement of
relations between East and West.

i mpunity with impunity.
National distinctions cannot be
trampled on with impunity.

inapprcpriate be inappropriate
for or to someone or something; an
inappropriate thing for someone
or something. Depndency is
inappropriate for adults. ...foreign
ideas, inappropriab ta hungry
countuies... Oddly, it never struck
me as being an inappropriatc
name for him.

incapcblc be incapable ofdoing
something. He *emed incapable of
expressi ng his feelings. ...states
i nca pabl e of se I f-de fe nce.

incernation the incarnation of a
quality. He became, in their eyes,
the incarnation of evil.

inccntivc an incentive for or to a
person or action. ...an incentive for
srycial effort. ...a real incentive to
women.

incldcncc the incidence of
something. ...the high incidence of
disease.

lncldontel be incidental to
something. Was the killing
incidental to the asault?

lnclta to incit€ someone to action of
some kind. Had Bun incitd
others to trcason?

Incllnction an inclination
towerda something or for
something. How could I indulge
even the fainbat inclination
tnwards self-pity?... The condition
ofour lives destroys all inclination
for culture and refinement.

inclurivc be inclusive of
something. The holiday costs
around seven hundred pounds,
inclusive ofthe flight.

incompetlble be incompatible
with something. ...ideas that are
inco mpatibl e wi th scie nti frc
knowledge.

inconrirtcnt be inconeistent with
something. The actions of member
countries remain incon sistcnt with
their stated ideals.

incorporate to incorporate
something into or in eomething
new. ...where societies were not
incorporated inta more advanced
civ i I izatio ns. ... i ncorporati ng
Roman tiles in the arch.

incrocrc /gkri:s/l an increase in
something or of something. ...the
increase in crime. ...the increa* of
learning and widom among the
people.2 be on the increaee.
Poverty is on the incrcase.

incumbont be incumbent on or
upon someone. If you rcj*t my
anawe\ it is incumfunt on you to
find a better one.

incurrion an incursion into a
rcgion. ...after their incursion into
Yugoslavia.

indcbtcd be indebted to someone
for something. I am indebted to
the following individuals for their
assistance.

lndopcndrnt be independent of
something or someone. fts /lnances
would b independent ofolficial
control.

150



inder an index ofa level or
amount. ...the value of the pupil-
teacher ratio as an index of the
quality ofteaching.

indication an indication of
something. He gave no indication
of what he was thinking.

indicative be indicative of
something. Such symptams were
not in themselves necessarily
indicative of recent exertion.

indict to indict someone for a
crime. He had b*n indicted for
printing obscene and indecent
advertising.

indictment I an indictment
againet someone for a crime. An
indictment against me for murder
was being prepared... His closest
adviser is under indictment for
fraud.2 an indictment of
something or someone bad. ...a
matter which the 44 psychiatrists
viewed as an indictment oftheir
profession... That elderly people
are afraid to leave their homes at
night is a shocking indictment of
the times we live in.

indifferent be indifferent to
something. She see med indifferent
to insect bites... British children
and teenagers are indifferent to
politics.

indignent be indignant at
something or about something; be
indignant with someone. The
mother bird swooped, indignant at
this invasion ofher privacy... He
wasn't indignant about his low
pay. ...pretending to be indignant
with Frank.

indispensable be indispensable
to someone or something. f don't
regard myselfas indispensable to
my household... A degree is
becoming indispensable to career
success.

indistinguirhsble be
indistinguishable ftom something
else. ...a coffee substitute which is
almost indistinguishable from real
colfee.

influence

indulge to indulge in an activity. f
don'thave time to indulge in
games.

ineliglblc be ineligible for
something. ...the nam[r'rs of
unemployd who arc ineligible for
unemployment bnefiL

inequality inequality in
something or of something;
inequality between different
groupe. ...inegualitiee in housing.
...the basic inequality of stength
between worken and their
employers.

infatuated be infatuated with
someone. He was for *veral years
infatuated with her.

infect to infect someone with a
disease or feeling. They cannot
infect another prson with this
illness. ...afraid that she would
infect him with her own emotional
disaray.

infected I be infected with a
disease. ...people infected with
hepatitis. 2 be infected by a
quality. We were infected by their
enthusiasm.

infer to infer something from some
evidence. The change in the
balance ofeconomic power may be
infened from three developments.

inferior be inferior to someone or
something. He des not feel
himsdf socially inferior to the
manager. ...an oxygen mask much
inferior to the one being used by
the Germans.

info.ted be infested with or by
pests. ...a /feld infested with
aphids... The backyard was
infested by rats.

inflict to inflict something
unpleasant on or upon someone.
...the torment which they inflicted
on others,

inllucnce I influence on or over
someone or something. ?ie
Catholic church has an enormous
influence on them. ...ta give pople
more influence over their own
fives. 2 be under the influence of
someone or something. Join
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infux
Wilkinsn was much under the
influence of his brother-in-law.
...driving while under the
influence ofdrugs.

inf,ux an influx of people. ...an
influx oftourists.

inform I to inform someone of
something. Holokov had informed
him of the Englishman's death.
2 to inform on som@ne who has
done something wrong. It can be
diffrcult for a child ta inform on
someone he knows.

anf ormation information about
something or on something.
... i n format io n about the
un i versi ty. ... i nformation on
tran s po rt a nd accommodation.

infringe to infringe on or upon
someone or something. ...when
they infringe on our own children's
right b freedom.

infringemcnt 1 an infringement
ofor on someone's rights or
freedom. ...an infringement of
individual Libefiy. ...an
i nfri ngement on free speech. 2 an
infringement of a rule. This was
not an infringement of the law.

infuro to infuse someone or
something with a quality; to
infuse a quality into someone or
something. His voice was infused
with chilling venom. ...to infuse
confidence into the buyer.

ingreined be ingrained in people's
minds or culture. The notion that
idleness is wrong is deeply
ingrained in our culture.

ingrataatc to ingratiate yourself
with someone. ...guests who
wished to ingratiate themselves
with their host and hostess.

ingrcdicnt an ingredient of, in, or
forsomething. Envyand
resentment are not the ingredients
of pol itical stability. ...chemical
ingredients in cosmetics... It can be
used as an ingrdient for salads.

Inhabltant an inhabitant of a
place. ...the iniabitants of the
neighbouring valley.

Inhcrcnt he inherent in something
or someone. ...the dangers inherent
in this situation. ...the
contradictions inherent in my own
personality.

inherlt to inherit something from
someone. He had inheritd from
his mother two houses in Florence,

inimical be inimical to someone or
something. The very nature of
society is inimical to freedom.

inatiatc /rn$icrt/ to initiate rlomeone
into a type ofknowledge or a
group. Certain small groups were
initiated into the dominant
literary culture.

iniect I to inject someone with a
drug; to inject a drug into
someone. Somebody injectcd her
with a lethal dose of morphine...
She injected a sleeping drug into
my arm.2 to inject a particular
feeling into an event or situation.
PhiI injer,ted some of the old
energy into the performance.

inioction an injection ofa liquid, a
thing, or money. ...a substantial
injection of funds.

inkling an inkling of something.
So you now have some inkling of
the importance ofthe task that
confronts us,

inlaid be inlaid with a valueble or
beautiful material. ...a box inlaid
with peatl shell. ...m*ble lattice-
work inlaid with garnets and
turquoise.

inoculate to inoculate a pereon or
animal with a drug ageinit a
disease. Elderly patients were
inoculated with living cancer
cells... The children should be
i nocu I atcd aga inst serious
diseases.

inquitt I to inquire about
something or ar to something. We
inquired afuut the preci*
circu metances surrou nd i ng the
arrest... He added a rcminder ta
inquire as tn the soil analysis.2 to
inquire after someone or their
health. fhe King *ldom inquired
aller his daughler. 3 to inquire
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into a matter that needs
investigation. The Government
does not inquite into the
am m i tte's recom me ndati on s.

inrcribe to inscribe words on an
objech to inscribe an object with
words. ?he names ofthe dead were
inscribed on the wall. ...a grave
inscribed with a quotr fiom his
tuk.

inrenrible I be insensible to
something: be unalfected by it,
...insensible to the call of
friendship.2 be insensible of
something: be unaware ofit.
...those children that lived and
died insensible of their misery.

insenritive be insensitive to
people's feelings or thoughts. Lucy
was rude and insensitive to the
feelings ofothers... He gradually
became inwnsitive to the suflering
he was causing.

inseparable be inseparable from
something else. Culture is
i nseparabl e from c I ass.

inranuate to insinuate yourself
into something. Yet the past
invariably insinuates itself into
our present life.

intist to insist on or upon doing or
having something. He insisted on
staying for supper... We insist
upon the highest standards of
safety.

inspiration I the inspiration for
something. The inspiration for the
campaign came from Ron Bailey.
2 an inspiration to someone. ...a
place which has proved an
inspiration to generations ofour
countrymen.

incpire to inspire confidence or
enthusiasm in someone; to inspire
someone with confidence or
enthusiasm. ...a doctor who is
particularly good at inspiring
confidence in children... Buy a copy
of Do- I t- Y o u rself Magazi ne to
inspire you with enthusiasm.

inrtance for inetance: as an
example. Take advertising, for
instance.

intent
lnttil to instil a feeling or idea ir or

into eomeone. ...ideas instilld in
his mind by hie mother... You
never know what fears may be
instilled into a baby by a loud,
angry voice.

inltrumcnt an inetrument of or
for a particular ac-ivity. ...the
pwerof the mdia asan
instrument of mass cn,nt TI. ...an
instrument for managing the
economy.

inrtrumcnte! be instrumental in
achieving something. IIe was
instrumenbl in foiling a disgtid
takeover bid.

inrulcte to insulate someone or
something from or against
something. He had insulated
himself from the world... The
industry is not insulated against
sloc&s.

inturance an insurance against
something bad that might happen.
A family provides a srt of
i ns ura nce aga i nst iso I ation.

insure to insure yourselfor your
property againet something bad
that might happen. IIis
neighbour's house is not insured
against fire.

integral be integral to something.
The actor is integral to the play.

integrete I to integrate someone
or something into a larger group.
He has thrown away a chance to
integrate himself into the
organization... Environmental
considerations n*d to be
integrated into the pdicy papr.
2 to integrate one thing with
another. ...the extent to which the
planning of ducation can be
intcgrated with planning for the
economy as a whole.

intendod I be intended as a
particular thing. This last remark
was intendedas an insult.2 be
intended for a particular person or
purpose. The invitation had rcally
been intended for smane else.

intcnt be intent on or upon
something. They seem intent on
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interact

harassing the playerc. ...they were
so intent on what she was saying.

antcruCt to interact with someone
or something el*. The creature
begins to interact with the world
around it... Certain vitamins will
intcract clo*ly with calcium ions.

interactlon interaction between
two or more things. ...interaction
between children and
grandparcnts. ... the subtle
i nteracti ons between rel i gi on s,
morality, and politics.

intertcdc to intercede for
someone in trouble witfi someone
in authority. I intcrcdd for him
with his employer... Max came to
my rescue and interceded with the
professor.

intorcat I an interest in
something. ...his intcrest in
antiques and archibcture.2 to
interest someone in something.
Miss Mussn had attcmpted to
interest her in learning to read.
3 be in someone's interest: be to
their advantage . It would not be in
my interest to entrust the
documents to you... The paper
should be closed down in the
national interest.

antercated be interest€d in
something. Too few pople
nowadays are interested in
librature. ...pople intcrested in
buy i n g proprty ov efir-as.

interfacc the interface between
two things. ...the interface between
bchnology and design.

intel{ero I to interfere in or with
something: to try to influence it. f
don't want to interfere in your
marriage... Wen you decorate
your home, I do not intcrfere with
your schemes.2 to interfere with
something: to have a damaging
effect on it. Get rid of any
inhibitions which interfere with
your playing.

interplay the interplay ofor
between eeveral things. ...the
necessary interplay oftheory and

practice. ...the intcrplay futween
fatc, chance, and free will.

lntcrprct to interpret something
ae a particular thing. Yoursilence
can upeet people who intcrpret it
as dumb ingolence... The report
was intnrprctcd as reflecting a
more cautious attitude.

antcracct to intcrgect with
another road or line. ...where the
Church road inter*cted with the
Club road.

interrpcrrcd be interapersed
with things. ...plain white croeses
intersperxd with cherry trees...
His spech was intr-rapr*d with
catcalls and noise.

intertwlncd be intertwined with
something. Its history is
intertwind with that of the labour
movement.

interval I an interval tretween
two events; an interval of a
particular length of time. ...in the
intervals between frghting... These
seemed to occur at intervals of
twenty years.Z at intervale:
regularly. The supplies were
reple n ished at i nterv al s.

intcrvene to intervene in a
situation. The Statc may intervene
in disputcs between employers and
workers.

intimacy intimacy with someone.
Never before had he known such
intimacy with another prsll,n.

intolerant be intolerant of
something. They tend to be
intolerant of a nyth i ng strange.

intoricctcd be intoxicated by or
with something exciting. ...actors
intoxicatd by their press
cuttings... I felt intoxicated with
the deslation of this world of ice
and cold.

introducc I to introduce someone
to someone or something new. f
intrduced him to Colonel Burr...
He intrduced his young friend to
tomantic ptry.2 to introduce
something new into or to a place
or system. ...when the frsh were
first intrducd inta Britain.
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...changes which should be
intrduced into the training
programme ...as new technologies
are introduced ta the workplace.

introduction the introduction to a
book or talk. ...in his intrduction
to the report.

intrudo to intrude on or upon
someone or something. fshall not
intrude on your grief.

inundated be inundated with
things. Tley were inundated with
letters.

inveSt I to invest in a business or
something useful. Some companies
have investcd in so-called
'supercars'. ...families who have
investcd money in )uxury villas.
2 to invest someone or something
with a power or quality. ?,he
singer investcd the notcs with a
wealth of feeling and sensitivity...
The IBA should be invested with
an additional power.

investigation an investigation
into something. Sherman ordered
an investigation into her
husband's death.

invisible be invisible to someone.
That should make us practically
invisible to anyone approaching
from the south.

invite to invite someone to an
event or place or for a meal or
activity. Why did Byrne invitc
them to his party?... They
repeatedly invited me to their
apartment for dinner.

involve to involve yourselfor
someone else in something.
Without thinking, I had involved
her in a situation that might
become violent.

involved I be involved in
something or with something:
take part in it or be interested in
it. I became increasingly involved
in politics. ...people directly
involved with farming.2 be
involved in something: be present
or inevitable. ...the risks involved
in selling a story to the popular
press. 3 be involved with someone.

jeer

...be i ng romantically involved w ith
someone in the same profession-

invulnerable be invulnerable to
something harmful. The nuclear
submarine is almost invulnerable
to attack.

irrelevant be irrelevant to
something. He felt that right and
wrong were inelevant to the
situation.

irritated be irritated by something
or at something; be irritatcd with
someone for doing something. She
was initatcd by this suggestion...
He appeared irritated at the
delay...I felt initated with myseff
for lying there day-dreaming.

isolate to isolate someone from
other people. His force was
completely ialated from the rest of
the army.

isolation in isolation. I{ealth
regulations require her to stay in
isolation for four months. ...a
teacher working in isolation.

issue 1 to issue someone with
something; to issue something to
someone. The UN office in Maseru
had rssued us with refugee
passports... Th e Com m i ttce i ssued
a statement to the press.2 at
iseue: being discussed. ?he point
at issue here is not the number of
trained leaders but their social
class.

J,K
jab to jab at something. He jabW

at me with his finger.
jar to jar on someone. The harsh,

metallic soundjarred on her.

iealour bejealous of someone.
Joseph's brothers werejealous of
him.

jeer tojeer at someone. Eoys had
jeered at him at school.
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ieopardy

ieopardy he in jeopardy. ...when
the future ofthe planet is in
.jeopardy.

iert injest. It was said half in jest.
join I to join in an activity. Some

passers-by had alsojoined in the
demonstration.2 tojoin one thing
to another. Join one pipe to the
other... The two islands arejoined
to the coast. S tojoin up with
other people or another thing. ?he
French division joined up with the
rest ofthe Southern Army Group.

jokc I to joke about something; to
joke with someone. Perhaps I am
the only person tojoke about the
end of the world... Don't joke with
mel2 a joke about something.
.. j okes about computers.

judge I a good orbadjudge of
something. She was gregarious,
well-read, and a goodjudge of
style.2 tn jtdge something on or
by a factor or basis. Each case
obviously has to be judged on its
merits... She will judge their
progress by the extent to which
they become fluent. 3 judging by
or from facts or evidence. Judging
by its colour, it was no hotter than
a glowing coal... I feel that Miss
Gray will be our best choice,
judging from her application.

judgement someone's judgement
on, about, or of something. H.is
judgement on individuals cannot
seriously be taken into account...
You have tn make your own

judgement about what is reality
and what is not. ...society's
judgement of risk.

iuggle to juggle with things. ...still
juggling with figures and
possibilities.

iump to jump at an offer or
opportunity. I'm sure she')l jump
at the chance.

juncturc at a particularjuncture.
It was at this juncture that his
luck temporarily deserted him.

jurtifi cation the justifi cation for
something or of something.
There's nojustification for what

they've tcen doing... Vlhat is the
social justification of univereity
education?

kccn be keen on something or
Eomeone; be keen about
something. The headmastcr was
keen on music... You'd have to be
keen about teaching.

kcep I to keep Eomeone or
something from doing something.
Towels were stuffed in their
mouths to keep them from crying
out. ...the effort to keep French-
speaking Quebec from being
isolated.2 to keep information
from someone. He was convinced I
was keeping some secret from him.
3 to keep something off something
else. Keep tho* doge off her!... ft
kept his mind olf his acute anxiety
about his friend. 4 to keep to a
rule or plan. Try tn keep to a
routine. S to keep someone out of
a situation. ...keeping them out of
trouble.6 to keep away from a
place or thing. Keep away from
dark aileys.7 to keep in with
someone: to stay friendly with
them. I ought b try to keep in with
him.8 tn keep on about
something: to talk about it
continuously. She kept on abut
the stupid car.9 to keep on at
someone: to say something to them
repeatedly. She kept on at the
authorities until a visit was
arranged. l0 to keep up with
someone or something. We simp,ly
cannot keep up with the demand.

keeping be in keeping with
something. This extraordinary feat
was in keeping with his character.

key the key to something. Human
ingenuity is the key to the
problem.

klnd I a particular kind of thing.
...a new kind ofbook.2 something
ofa particular kind, IIe was
dearly sensitive to pressures of
this kind.3 be kind to eomeone.
Many of the stallwerc
exceptionally kind ta me.4 in
kind: paying with goods rather
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than money. ...repayment in kind
of huge debts.

knack a knack ofor for doing
something. ...her knack of finding
good new bmks... Others *em ta
have a knack for combining
colours and patterns.

knock I to knock on or at a door or
window. I hadber-n knockingon
the door for some time... At dawn,
the police came and knocked at his
door.2 to knock an idea or quality
out of someone . Most ofthe
refugees have had the fight
knocked out ofthem.

know I to know about something
or of something . He did not know
about the funeral... Only a handful
of people knew of this discovery.
2 to know about a subject. Tom
didn't know much about
architecture. S be in the know:
have knowledge ofsomething. I
heard this from someone who is in
the know.

knowledge I to your
knowledge: as far as you know.
No government, to my knowledge,
has yet been able to devise such a

scheme. 2 without someone's
knowledge: without their
knowing. ...to photograph them
and record them without their
know)edge.

known be known as something.
fuon our neighbourhood became
known as Dynamitc Hill.

label to label a person or thing as
something. His behaviour is
labelled as eccentric.

labour 1 to labour under a
delusion or burden. I still laboured
under the delusion that everyone
was a good guy at heart.2 be in
labour: be giving birth. She was
in lafuur for seven hours.

latch

lace I to lace a drink or food with
alcohol or a drug. Food supplies
are being laced with pesticides.
2 to lace a speech or piece of
writing with language or ideas of
a particular kind. ...plays laced
with a mixture of intuition and
common sense... The first round of
talks was lacd with rhetoric.

lack a lack of something. ...his lack
of ambition.

lacking I be lacking in a quality
or thing: not have it. Gaitskell
thought him lacking in judgement.
2 be lacking in a place or thing:
not be in it. ...a way of finding the
Iove that was lacking in the home.

laden be laden with something.
Their mules were laden with
silver.

land I to land someone in a
particular situation.
...observations that would have
)anded him in jar',l.2 to land
someone with something they do
not want to deal with. fnever
guessed I'd be landed with all the
medieval stulf.S by land. Access
by land may result in delays.

lapse to lapse into a state or way of
doing something. She lapsed into a
deep deep. ...lapsing into her
native tongue.

large I at large: not yet captured.
His kidnapper is still at large.2 at
large: used to refer to most of the
people in a group. ...in the
interests of the community at
large.

lash to lash out at or against
something or someone. ...Iasiing
out at them critically in social
situations... The slave lashes out
against his immediate master.

laat at last eventually. At last the
day came when his plans were
completed.

latch to latch onto someone or
something. She would look for
women's Iiberation groups and
latch onto them.

L

L57



late

latc be late for an event or
appointment. I'm late for dinner as
it is.

laugh I to laugh at someone or
something ridiculous. f used to
laugh at narrow-minded, old-
fashioned people. 2 to laugh at or
about something amusing. IIe did
not laugh at the joke. ...if parents
can admit the feeling and laugh
about it together.

launch to launch into an activity.
He launched into an attack on his
opponent.

lcvirh to lavish attention or money
on or upon someone or something.
His films have deserved the
trouble he has lavished on them.

law I be against the law: be
illegal. It's against the law to bribe
people.2 within the law: Iegally,
rather than illegally. Shimanov
explained that he had always
acted within the law.3 in law; by
law; under the law: according to
a legal system. An employer's
righL to dismiss his employees is
sanctioned in law... Employers
were required by law to report
these accidents... Ho mewor ke rs
have few rights under the law.
4 be above the law: not have to
obey the law. ...legislation that put
the airlines above the Law.

lay I to lay an idea or problem
before someone. He then went on
to lay his own diffrculties before
them.2 tolay blame or a
responsibility on or upon
someone. ...laying the blame on
others. S to lay stress or emphasis
on or upon something. Ihe
Government has laid great stress
on harnessing private enterprise.
4 to lay into someone: to attack
Lhem. Mountcd police laid into
them.5 to layoffsomething: to
stop having or using it. Tom, lay
off that sherry-it's terrib]e.

lord /li:d/l to lead to a situation or'
event, especially a bad one. ?heir
efforts had led to disaster... The
article led to a heated debale.2 Lo

lead to or into a different room or
place. ...a door that led to the
bedroom. ...the dar leading into
the living ram. 3 to lead off a
place. ...the rooms )eading otf the
couftyard.4 to lead
something. ...in the

up to
days leading

up to the tour. 5 in the lead. ...the
kind ofquick thinking that kept
Leicester in the lead.

lecf to leafthrough a book or
magazine. ...surreptitiously
leafing through a fashion
magazine.

league be in league with someone
else. She is in Jeague with the
Devil.

leak to leak information to
someone. Sir Patrick's comments
were leaked to the Press
Association.

lean I to lean towards a belief or
practice. ...parents who naturally
lean towards strictness. 2 to lean
on someone: to threaten them
gently. 'I leaned on him a tiny bit,'
I admitted. S to lean on someone:
to depend on them. Dr Lieberman
leaned on her more each day.

learn I to learn of the existence or
occurrence of something. Reporters
in Maseru saon learned ofour
arrival.2 to learn about a subject.
...students who want to learn
about modern society.

leale to lease something that you
own to someone; to lease
something from the person who
owns it. 96Vc ofthe available space
has been leasd to small
companies... Jdhn Rich leased the
site from the Duke ofBedford.

leaat I at leash used when
mentioning a minimum. At least
three pople were killed.2 at
leaet used when mentioning
something you are pleased about.
At least he was safe. 3 in the
leaet: used to intensify'not'. Iam
not in the least prturbed that I
was found guilty.

leavg I to leave for a particular
destination. Kath.v is leaving for

158



Vienna in a fortnight.2 to leave
something with someone. Leave
your phone number with the
secretary, S to leave a matter with
or to someone to deal with. I will
put the mattcr ighb-you leave it
with me... It was a dilfrcult
decision, and I left it to her... I'm
happy to leave the rest to your
imagination.4 to leave someone
with a feeling or problem. Tfiat
lelt me with an agonizing problem.
5 to leave property or money to
someone in your will. The wife left
all her property to her husband.
6 on leave. Hayward was on leave
ftom his regiment.

lecture a lecture on something or
about something. Adam had been
going to lectures on philosophy. ...a
lengthy lecture about Lithuanian
history.

leer to leer at someone. Karen
could see the prisoners leering at
her.

left be left with the remainder of
something. I was left with only a
mattress.

legielation legislation on
something; legislation for or
against somethirtg. .. )egislation
on immigration. ...legislation for
the reform ofthe House of Lords.
...legislation against unofficial
strikes.

l6nd I to lend something to
someone. ...the additional money
lent to you.2 to lend a quality to
something. Tradition lends order
to the world.

length I at length: after a while.
The coroner waited courteously
and at lenglh I resumed.2 at
length: for a long time. ?hey
talked at length about the farm.

let I to let someone into or in on a
secret. f can let you into a little-
known fact about Colin... They are
going to let all of us in on their
happy secret.2 to let someone off
a duty. IIe is /et offdomestic
chores.

lie

lottcr I a letter of inquiry, thanks,
resignation, and so on. His father
wrotc a lettcr ofcongratulation.
2 by letter. ...whether
arrangements are made by lettcr
or phone.

level I be level with something
else. Vulkan's &nee was level with
the top of my head. 2 be on a level
with something el*. Her eyes
were on a level with his.3 to level
criticism at or against someone or
something. More *rious charges
were levelled at television during
the Sixties. ...criticisms he has
Ievelled against gangsters and the
police.4 to level a look at
someone. A numfur of unfriend)y
glances were levelled at him.5 tn
level with someone: to tell them
the truth. It was decent of her to
level with me about her intentions.

liable be liable for a debt or
accident. The solicitor will be
liable for all costs incurred.

liaise to liaise with another person
or gr,oup. We have been liaising
with neighbouring police forces.

!iaicon liaison with another person
or group; liaison between
difrerent people or gxoups. ...bettcr
liaison with regional water
authorities... The Government has
been encouraging liaison between
colleges and industry.

liberate to liberate someone or
something from something bad.
...a group determined ta liberate
their country from oppression.

liberty be at liberty to do
something. ...someone whose name
I am not at liberty to disclose.

lie I to lie to someone about
something. She never ever lied to
us... Why had Waddell lied about
giving Carlin the money?2 tolie
behind a situation or event: to be
a cause or reason for it. ...a
detailed analysis ofwhat lay
behind the near disaster. 3 to lie
with someone: used of a choice,
duty, or fault. In many cases, the
decision iies with the doctor.
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light

light I to light upon something: to
find it. Icou.ld. I immediatdy
realized. have )ighted upon e more
fortunate turn of phrase.2 in the
light of something: as a result of
considering it. In the light of
subsequent events, this was
obviously a sound decision.

lakon to liken one person or thing
to another. One newspaper had
likened him to Hitler.

Iikenecr I a person's or thing's
likeness to someone or something
else. Iler llreness to her son was
startling.2 a likeness of someone:
a picture of them. ...a charming
likeness of a radiant young queen.

liking f a liking for something. I
can't understand my children's
)iking for white bread.2 be to your
Iiking. ... watch ing to see whether
this fragrant dish was to his
liking.

limit I a limit to something. ?here
is a limit to the obligation we have
to protect others. 2 a limit on
something; a limit of a particular
amount. There was a three-dollar
limit on what we could buy. ...an
upper limit oftwo hundred pounds.
3 the limit of an area or thing.
The helicopter flew to Bantry Bay,
the limit of its range. ...a job that
would extend me to the limit of my
talents.4 to limit yourself or
something to a particular thing.
You must read round the subject,
not limit yourself to one book...
The number offuture universities
is to be limited to thirty-six.
5 within limits: used to qualify a
statement. Betting, within limits,
can be an acceptable form of
entertainment.6 be off limits: be
forbidden. Moscow and Petrograd
were offlimits.

limitation I the limitations of
something. ...a doctor so patenily
aware of the limitations of medical
ski/I.2 a limitation to something
or on something. ...ph.ysical
limiLations to growth. ...the

limitations on trade union leaders'
POwers.

limited be limited to a particular
place or group. fume slang
expressions are limited to certain
small areas... This concession is
limited to those on lower incomes.

line I along the line: during the
course of something. Somewfiere
along the line they had gone
wrong.2 in line; in aline. We had
to wait in line at the counter... The
prisoners sat in a line and toyed
with their food.3 in line:
behaving as you should. You need
a very strict director to keep you in
line.4 be in line for promotion, an
award, or ajob: be likely to get it.
His hand)ing ofthe controversy
has put him in line for promotion.
5 in line with something else:
similar to it. The results were in
line with City expectations... Tax
allowances are being increased in
line with inflation.6 be on the
line: be at risk. We should be
prepared to place ourjobs on the
line, if need be. 7 be out of line:
behave badly or be different. ?hey
were severely punished for
stepping out ofline... His views are
out of line with those of most City
economists. S on the linea of
something; along the lines of
something: resembling it. ...an
economic union, on the lines ofthe
EEC. ...experiments along the
lines ofthose used in the
laboratory.

lined be lined with things. ?he
roads out of Prague are lined with
cheny trees.

linger to linger over something or
on something. ...lingering over
their meals... Sfte was too busy to
let her mind linger on
alternatives.

link I a link between two things: a
link with something else. ...tfie
link between love and fear... The
university has always had close
links with industry.2 to link one
thing with another or to another.
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...armaments i ndustries
intimately linked with national
governments. ...reports I inking the
bombing tn Middle East terrorists.
3 to link up with someone elee. We
have no plans to link up with
anyone else-we're detcrmined to
go it alone.

lirten I to listen to someone or to a

sound. Slre was sitting listening to
the radio.2 to list€n for a sound
that might come. ...listening for
feet on the stairs.

littered be littered with things.
The table is littered with dirty
pans.

live /l1v/l to live by a principle or
belief. I know a man who really
tries to live by the Ten
Commandments.2 to live for
something: to regard it as very
important. She had lived for meal-
times. 3 to live ofr a source of
income. They have lived off the
thriving tourist trade. 4 to live on
a particular amount of money or
kind of food. If you put it in the
bank, you could live on the
interest... $me birds live on meat.
5 to live through an unpleasant
or exciting time. He lived through
theCivil War.8 ta live with an
unpleasant situation that cannot
be changed. They have to live with
the consequences of their decision.
7 to live up to someone's
expectations. The bam just have
not lived up tn their early promise.

living for a living. ...men who play
this game for a )iving.

loaded be loaded with or loaded
down with things. ...a cart loaded
with explosives... Their
Volkswagen was plainly )oaded
down with supplies.

loan I a loan to someone: a loan of
a particular amount. ...Joane to
Third World nations. ...a bank loan
oftwo hundred thousand pounds.
2 the loan ofsomething. IIe has
tcen ollered the loan of Jonathan's
yacht.S to loan money or property
to someone. The money was loaned

look

to Hall duing the summer.A on.
loan to a borrower; on loan fron
the owner. Thie painting was
originally on loan to the National
Gallery of futland. ...a ehotgtn on
loan from his father.

lockod be locked in a
disagreement with someone. 7he
twosides were leked in plitical
arguments about the new tax... Mr
Yeltain is lockd in a pwer
struggle with the authoities.

Iong to long for something. I
longed for a bath.

look I to look at someone or
something. She kept loking at
Rudolph... We shall be lmking at
ways of achieving a clo*r working
relationship.2 to look for
something or someone that you
want to find. She helpd me )ook
for a law firm which would ta.ke me
on... Well, aren't you going out to
Iook for him?3 to look like
something: to resemble or seem to
be something. The main hall looks
like an aircralit hangar... This play
Iooks like a winner.4 to look after
someone or s)mething. ...women
looking after young childrcn.5 tn
look into a mattar. In 1959 a
working party was xt upto lom,k
into the poblem... They do not
*em to have looked into the facts
ofthese cases.S to look on or
ulxrn someone or something as a
particular thing. I no longer lmked
on him as my gujde. 7 to look
through a collection ofthings
such as clothes or documents. f
made a few telephone calls and
looked through the post. 8 to look
to someone for something. ...a
public which still laked to the
statc for the prcbction of its
environment.e to look to the
future. We're looking to April 1992
for the big omebac&. l0 to look
back on eomething in the past.
Vlhen I lop.k back on the*
incidents, I feel lirrious with
my*lf.ll to look down on
lnmeone or s)mething. You malre
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lookout

pple look down on the schml.
12 to look forward to something
pleasant. ?m very much looking
forsatd to interviewing her... I
always lm,ked forward tothose
meetings. 13 to look out for
something that you might see.
Doctnrs and midwives have to look
out for abnormalities. 14 to look
up to someone. I was happier in
John's ampany because I looked
up to him.

lookout be on the lookou! be on
the lookout for something.
Everyone is on the lookout for
extra work.

loore be on the loose. ...a fear that
the assassin may still be on the
loose.

lors I be at a loss; be at a loss for
something. He was at a loss
without his familiar office... I've
never been at a loss for an excuse.
2 at a loss: not making a profit.
The zoo was running at a loss
when he took over in July.

loct I be lost on someone. Sarcasm
was always quite lost onJohn...
The importance of this policy has
clearly not been lost on politicians.
2 be lost without gomeone or
something. I am lost without him...
Schmidt admits he would have
been lost without my advice.

loYe I someone's love for a person.
Their love for each other is
genuine.2 someone's love of
something. ...his love of poetry.
3 be in love; be in love with
someone. Our only crime was to
faLL in love... I was madly in love
with Steve.

loyal be loyal to someone or
something. In the long run they
will remain )oyal to the party.

luck I be in luck: be lucky on a
particular occasion. I was in luck:
somebdy had lelt their vehicle
unlocked. 2 be out of luck: be
unlucky on a particular occasion.
They were out ofluck because
there was really little for them to
tal<e.3 with luck: used to say

what you hope might happen. I
might with luck never have to live
with anyone again.

lull to lull someone into feeling
safe. ...having lulled them into
thinking what an amiable person
he was... With Rick around, I had
been lulled into a false senre of
security.

lumber to lumber someone with
something that is not wantcd. New
families were unwilling to lumber
themselves with too much land.

lurt I a lust for something or
someone. My lust for praise was
inordinab.2 to lust for or after
something or someone. Before, I
had lusted for revenge... She had
lustd aftcr other men.

luxuriate to luxuriate in
something. I luxuriated in her
allection.

M
mad I be mad about something: be

enthusiastic about it. She was mad
about the cinema. 2 be mad at
someone or something: be angry
with them. I guess they're mad at
me for getting them up so early.

made I be made of a substance.
...a figure made of clay.2 be made
up of things. Our bodies are made
up of millions of cells.

maanstay the mainstay of
something. The short story has
been the mainstay ofscience
fiction.

make I to make something from
or out ofa substance or thing.
...making soup from wild
mushrooms. ...making a shelf out
of cardboard boxes. 2 to make
something into something else.
You can make the leaves into soup.
3 to make something of someone.
Harold's made fools of us all. 4 ta
make gomething of something: to
have an opinion or theory about it.
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I wondered what they made ofmy
decisiott. S to make for a
destination. Peter had picked up
his coat and was making for the
door.6 to make for something: to
result in it. Disappointment makes
for bad manners. 7 to make off
with something: to st€al it. ?he
dog tried tn make off with one of
hrs sausages. E to make a cheque
out to someone. ...a cheque made
out to'Lloyds Bank plc'.9 to make
property over to someone. You
should make the business over to
me. l0 to make up for something
that has been lost, missed, or
damaged. We'll make up for the
adventure you missed.

mrking I in the making:
developing. He had the ability ta
smell out a story in the making.
2 be of your own Eaking: be
caused by yourself. The effect of
Dutch Elm Disease has been
partly or wholly ofour own
making.

mania a mania for something. My
father had a mania for gardening.

mllgin a margin of something or
for something. ...to create a
margin of safety by building
stockpiles... They have allowed a
large margin for error.

mrrk I a mark of a quality or
situation. To be able to ask for
another version is a mark of
sbtus.2 to mark someone ae a
particular kind of person. My skill
at typing marked me as a giil who
had once had to work for a living.
3 to mark someone down as a
particular kind ofperson. Gr?Iran
and I were marked down as
troublemakers.

markct I the market for a product
or type ofthing: people willing to
buy that thing. ...the once booming
market for natural cereals.z a
market in a product or type of
thing: trade in that thing. ...an
international market in drugs.
3 be in the market for something:
be wanting to buy something. I

mltch
wasn't rcally in the market for a
pony. 4 be on the mlrkct be
available for people to buy. 7?rere
are far ta few creative toye on the
market.

mrrlod be married to someone. f
haven'tfun manid toher for
long.

mrrycl to marvel at something. I
never cead to marvel at their
deftnesa and precision.

mlaquoLda to masquerade ae
someone or romething else; to
masquerade under a fals€ name.
... qu ick4ried peas maquerad i ng
as fresh gatden peas. ...where he
might even now be maquerading
under an assumed name.

mratcr be master of a situation or
type of activity. Vermeer was als
master of the *ience of
prspective.

maaterpiccc a masterpiece of a
quality. ...a spech which was a
masterpiece of a mbi guity.

mraterY I mastery of a skill.
Mastery ofthe game depends upon
practice.2 maatery over
something or of eomething. ft gave
him a *n* of mastery over time.
...mastcry of the *a and air.

mrtch I a match with or against
an opponent; a match between
two people or teams. We slrould
win the match with Yugoslavia...
The previous match against
Coventry was a draw. ...a mabh
between two novices.2 be a match
for someone or something. In t}e
matter of mu*le, he was a matth
for any two of them. 3 to match
yourself against an opponent.
Many amateurs werc mabhing
them*lves against the
profe#ionals.4 to match one thing
with or to another; to match one
thing up wi0r another. ...matching
the skills and needs ofthe
applicant with vacancies
adverti*d by employers... The
approach and methds should b
matchd to his ptevious
experience... They will match up
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mate

the deision with others of a
similar naturc. S to match up to
an idea or description. Very rarely
des that prson matrh up to
expectation.

mate to mat€ with another animal.
The dominant males mate with
every female in the tribe.

moan I to mean a particular thing
by a word or expression. What do
we mean by prosperity?Z to mean
something to someone. My mdal
may be a joke to you but it means a
great deal to me.3 be mean with
money. Ile's mea n with cash.4 be
mean to someone. Don't be mean
to him.

moant be meant for a particular
person, thing, or purpose. TJ:ese
children had simply no idea that
books were meant for them... The
beds were evidently not meant for
comfort.

meantimo in the meantime. f
will persuade Dr Ford to come: in
the meantime, you must sleep.

mollune 1 to measure something
by a particular factnr. The
grandeur of a house could be
measured by the number ofchefs
in the kitchen.2 to measure one
person or thing against another. 1,
would be hard to measure the
gains against the losses. 3 to
measure up to a standard or
someone's expectations. ...pople
who fail to measure up to even the
minimum standards.

mechanics the mechanics of
something. ...the government's
concern over the mechanics ofthe
election campaign.

moddlo to meddle in something or
with something. Benjamin said
that he refused to meddle in such
matters,.. I don't let anyone else
meddle with my kitchen.

modiate to mediate in a dispute; to
mediate between the people or
groups involved. ...when he tried to
mediate in a school fight.
...mediating between the author
and his critics.

mcdatotc to meditate on or upon
something. He was lelt alone for
half an hour ta meditate on his
sms.

moot I to meet with or be met
with a particular reaction. Ihe
recommendation met with a storm
oflocal protest. ...when her
opening move was met with
silence.2 to meet up with
someone. I met up with Mick
Burke in the cantp site.

melt to melt into a crowd. IIe
meltcd into the sea offaces.

member a member of a group or
organization. ...working as
membrs of a team.

momento a memento of a person,
event, or time. ...as a worthy
mementa of my visit.

momorial a memorial to someone.
...an elaborate memorial to Sir
Walter Mildmay.

memorY I someone's memory of
something in the past. The
memory of hunger was fading from
their minds.2 someone's memory
for a type of thing. I have an
almost photographic memory for
what I read. 3 from memory:
remembering something rather
than reading it. He quoted the
poem from memory.4 in memory
ofsomeone who is dead: as a sign
of respect for them. ...the Austin
Prize, founded in memory of the
latc W.H. Austin.

mention to mention something to
someone. She had mentioned the
book to a few friends.

mercy be at the mercy of someone
or something. Men are at the
mercy offorces which are cruelly
vindictive.

mergo to merge with or into
something else. Now they too can
merge with the urban landscape if
they choose... In practice, these
categories merge into each other.

mefgoi a merger between two
organizations or with another
organization. ...the merge r
between the Council and the
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Commission... We need tn work out
a merger with Boeing.

meaa I be in a rneas. The US
eonomy is now in a mees.2 ta
mess about with something or
mess around with something. Ir's
silly to mess about with the one
thing everyone agrees on.

mctamotphotrl to metamorphose
into something. fuon, resrytable
bank clerks were met*.morphosing
into hippies for two weeks.

metaphor a metaphor for
something else; the metaphor of
something that is used as an
image. In the work of many
writcrs, nature becomes a
metaphor for God... I have used the
metaphor of the sea to express this.

motc to mete out punishment to
someone. Exclusion is the *ntcnce
girls mete out to rule-breakers
now.

mid-air in mid-air. The bird did a
crazy half-turn in mid-air and
dartcd away.

middle in the middle of a place,
time, or thing. They were
squatting in the middle of the
road. ...the slam ofcar doors in the
middle of the night.

madat in the midst of a situation
or group. We were in the midst of a
v iolent thunderstorm. ... if Ernest
sees her sitting alone in the midst
of all these people.

militlte to militate against
something. Family tcnsions can
mil ibte against leaming.

mand I not to mind about
something. He didn't mind abut
not reaching Konya. 2 be out of
your mind: be crtty. Have you
gone out ofyour mind?

mindful be mindful of something.
Mindful of Ashok's warning, Kairi
no longer spoke to him in public.

mingla I to mingle or be mingled
with something elee. SmeIIs of
petrol and oil mingled with tho*
ofLurpentine and paint.2 ta
mingle with other people. ..flying

mlrundcrrtrndlng
in to Heathmw Airprt inorderto
mingle with diplomata.

mlnlatar to minieter to people or
their needs. ...minietering to the
neds ofher huaband.

mlnclo a miracle of a quality or
action. flaye been told that I was
a miracle of gordneel. ...a miracle
of prteption.

mirrorcd be mirrored in
something or by aomething.
Inequalitiee between the cr.xes
were mirrored in life in general...
Diversity in animals and smaller
plants is mirrored by the trees
themselves.

miacrabla be miserable about
something. I was etill feeling a bit
miserable abut the canary.

miagivinga misgivings about
something. I had *me misgivings
abut turning up unannounced.

mialcad to mielead mmeone into
doing something. Make sure
Nature hasn't misld you intn
thinking you know omething you
don't actually know.

m:aa to miss out on something.
...re*ntment abut miosing out on
an impoftant prt of life.

ma$ang be miesingfton
sometlring. The letter is missing
from our files.

mitt kc I by miatake. ...the
British diplomat they had killed
by mistake.2 to mistake one
person or thing for another.
..,young lecturers conemd not to
b mistaken for studenta.

mirtekon be mistaken about
something or ar to eomething.
How cro,uld shehave Dp.en mistaken
abut a thing like this?... He
suggeetd hopfully that alre might
b misttken as b her andition.

marund.rtt ndlng a
mieundentending bctween
people about oomething or over
eometlring. Thie often led to
misunderstandinga btwec n the
peea and Marine olfrcr,r;..
... m i su nderatandi ngs ahout
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mtx

dixipline. ... the misu ndemtandi ng
over the government's plans.

mir to mix one thing with another.
Mix the baking powder with the
flour... We seek to mix serious
debatc with humour.

mixcd up I be mixed up in a
situation or activity. I was getting
mixd up in a anspiracy.2 be
mixed up with something else.
The computer had got the man's
seat number mixed up with
someone else's.

mixture a mixture of things. ...a
mixture of cement and sand. ...a
mixture of contempt, envy, and
how.

moan to moan about something.
They're always moaning about
how long they've waited for the
bus.

mock to mock at someone or
something. They mocked at the
respectable middle c I ass.

mode a mode of something. ...more
conventionally acceptable modes of
life... Consider the tricycle as a
mde of transport.

modol I a model of an object. ...a
model of a sailing ship.2 a model
ofa quality: a fine example ofit.
Sophia now became once again a
model of eIfrciency. S to model
something on something else.
Mary had modelled her
handwriting on Sister Catherine's.

modelation in moderation.
Salted and smoked foods should be
eaten in moderation.

modafication a modification to
something or of eomething. It
recommended a number of
modifications to the previous
design. ...unable to make rational
mdifrcations of their positions.

moment I atthe momenk now.
I'm sorry, but she's not in at the
moment.2 for the moment:
temporarily. The project seems to
have been shelved for the moment.
3 of the moment used to describe
what existe or what is important
now. Everything ie decided

acr:ording to the mood of the
moment.

monopoly a monopoly of
something or on something. ...the
Communist Party's monopoly of
pwer... Neither sx has a
monoply on thought or emotion.

monumontl amonumentto
someone. So we built this
monumenttnourdead.2 a
monument to something or of
something. The scheme is a
monument ta bad planning. ...a
precious monument of Parisian
Iife.

mood be in the mood for
something. He was in the mood for
a chat.

moratorium a moratorium on
sometlring. ...a tcn-year
moratorium on whaling.

most at mosti at the most. MyTbb
will only last two years at most... I
only have fiIteen minutes or
twenty minutes at the most.

mot:on I inmotion. ...theideaof
seeing an atom in motion.2 to
motion to someone. Kleiber
motiond to him and he unlocked a
wine-ceLlar door,

moufn to mourn for someone or
something. I mourned for that lost
labour.

move I be on the move. ?fie
normal method is for the angler to
keep on the move.2 to move from
one place or home to another; to
move into a new home or area.
They moved from Dundee back to
Glasgow... Later he moved to
Manchestcr... We'd just moved into
a new apartment. 3 to move in
with someone. He virtually moved
in with the family.4 tn move in on
a place or person. The guards were
about to move in on the little
cmwd.5 to move on to another
thing that needs dealing with.
Jimmie moved on to the more
tricky matter of protocol.

muck to muck about with
something. She was mucking
about with ajug offlowers.
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multaply to multiply one number
by another. I had multiplied
seventeen by tcn and then doubled
it.

mumble to mumble to yourself.
She is still mumbling to herself in
a vague way.

mufmuf to murmur to someone.
'Poor chap,' Miss Darke murmured
to Miss Craig.

mu3clo to muscle in on something.
They may resent the way you are
muscling in on their territory.

mu3e to muse on, over, or about
something. I fel) to musing on the
revolution that is spreading
through the land... I began to muse
over a boyhood incident connected
with the club... I was musing about
the water.

mutter to mutter to yourself. I
heard him muttering to himself.

N
nag to nag at someone. Eva had

made his life a misery by nagging
at him... Thoughts of Conrad
constantly nagged at her.

namo I a name for a type of thing
or person. Every language has a
name for them.2 by name. -EIe

mentioned you by name.3 by the
name of something: called
something. ...an English criminal
by the name of James Griffiths.
4 to name a person or thing after
someone, or, in American English,
to name a person or thing for
someone. I hope that one day we
will name something on Mars after
him... Hayman Creek was named
for Charles Hayman. 5 to name
someone as the person who did or
will do something. Lin Biao had
been named as Mao's successor.

native I a nativeof a particular
country or region. He is a native of
Northern lreland.2 be native to a
particular country or region. Both

now

these species are native to
America,

nrtune I by nature: naturally. We
are by nature forgetful. 2 by its
nature: inevitably, because ofits
nature. Equality is contagious. By
its nature, it cannot be contained,
3 be in the nature of something:
be characteristic ofit. It is rn the
nature ofstatc visits that the host
country receives lavish praise from
the visitors.

necoaa8ry be necessary for
something; a necessary
requirement for something. The
forest maintains the conditions
necessary for its own existcnce.
...space for play and the necessary
peace for reading.

neceaaity I the necessity for
something or of something. They
are coming to realize the necessity
for reform. ...its judgement as to
the necessity of the i nvestigations.
2 of necessity. He has, of
necessity, been careful in his
treatment of white farmers.

neod I the need for something or
of something. He saw the ned for
change... The party would have no
need ofsuch an arrangement.2 in
need; in need of something.
Should those in need rely on the
good will of their fellow men?... We
are badly in need ofa rest.

negative in the negative. ?fr e
controiler replied in the negative.

negloctful be neglectful of
something. He had been neglectful
of his duties.

negotilte to negotiate with a
person or group for something
that you want. ...negotiating with
the Government... He was no
longer negotiating for the lives ofa
few prominent people.

noruoua be nervous about
something or of something. f
began to get nervous about
crossing roads... I have always
been nervous of the sea.

new I be new to an activity.
situation, or place. ...the growing
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newa

number ofenthusiasts new tD
auctions.2 be new to someone. ...4
story that was new ta me.

nowa I news of something or
about something. The Coast
Guard called her with the news of
Hooper's death. ... more
encouraging news about England's
cricketers.2 be in the news,
South Africa has been much in the
news recently.

next door next door to a building
or the people who live there. ...Mrs
Morris. who )ives next door to
Simon's parents.

nibble to nibble at something. I
saw squirrels nibbling at tbe moist
red berries.

nice be nice to someone. Find time
to be nice to babies.

night I at night when it is night
or during the night. At night the
streets are brilliant with neon
signs. ...if he were ta have a car
accident at night.2 in the night:
at some time during the night. I{e
woke in the night with a dreadful
pain.

nod I to nod to someone or at
someone, in greeting. Inoddedto
them and sat down... They smiled
and nodded at us. 2 to nod at
something or someone, in order to
indicate them. She nodded at the
pictures of herselfon the wall.

nomanate to nominate someone
for an award or post, or to a body;
to nominate someone aa
something. She was four times
nominated for an Oscar... Trade
u n i on s no m i nate representati v e s
to public bodies. ...when Stevenson
was nominated as democratic
candidate.

north north of a place. Last year, a
London furniture-maker opened a
factory north of Newcastle.

nortalgia nostalgia for the past.
...nostalgia for the sure va]ues of
faith and family.

notablo be notable for something.
The {eature was notable for the
brilliant quality ofthe writing.

notc be ofnote: be important or
worth mentioning. Raman's only
previous score of note on this tour
was 55.

noted be noted for something. ...a
man noted for his sense ofhumour.

notify to notify someone of
something; to notify something to
someone. ...his failure to notify his
colleagues of the contract. . . The
ship's naster did not notify the
losses to the authorities.

notoriour be notorious for
something. ...acnoss the Bay of
Biscay, which was notorious for
bad weather.

numb be numb with a painful or
unpleasant emotion or sensation.
They lak haggard and numb with
grief... His legs were numb with
cold.

numborod be numbered among a
group of people or things. One of
his wins this week will be
numbered among the classics.

o
oath on oath; under oath.

Witnesses sometimes lie on oath...
He has been under pressure to
testify before MPs under oath.

obedience obedience to a person
or rule. ...steadfast loyalty and
obedience to our captains,

obiect l/pbd3rkt/ the object of an
action. The object of these regular
management meetings is to raise
morale.2 the object of a feeling or
reaction. He became the object of
con s i de rabl e hero-w orship. 3
/abdsqkt/ to object to something.
...those who object to killing
animals for fud.

obiection an objection to
something. I have a great objection
to publishing private
correspondence.

obligation someone's obligation to
someone or something. ?heir sense
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ofobligation to the child is so
intense that they are not thinking
enough ofeach other.

obllviour be oblivious to
something or of something. ?hey
were seemingly oblivious to the
sights and sounds around them...
She seemed oblivious ofthe
attention she was drawing to
herself.

obacura to obscure something
from someone or something. The
cap ofthe man in front obscured
most ofthe screen from Claude.

obae3ted b€ obsessed with or by
someone or something. She was
obsessed with the past... I was
obsessed by all sorts ofdoubts and
fears.

obatrclc an obstacle to something.
The main obstacle to the extension
oftalks was the employers.

obtain to obtain something from
someone or something. We suggest
you obtain advice from your bank
manager.

occaaion I the occasion for an
action or thing. The crisis will be
the occasion for fundamental
change.2 onoccasio$on
occasions. Suspension from
school has an uneven effect but on
occasion it has to be used.

occupied be occupied in or with
an activity; be occupied with
someone or something. She was
occupied in examining the gift...
Belinda seemed far too occupied
with George.

occur I to occur in a type ofthing
or person. Most cases ofstuttering
occur in tense children.2 to occur
to someone: to come into their
mind as an itlea. It occurred to me
that the time will come when we
are all dead.

oddr I be at odds with someone
or something: disagree with them.
The Prime Minister appared to be
at odds with the Environmenl
Secretary. 2 against the odds;
against all odds: when something
see ms difficult or impossible.

oponing

...when a Liberal wins a by-
election against the odds... Against
all odds, this story had a happy
ending.

off-chrnca on the off-chance.
Should we preserve all our
millionaires on the off-chance that
one ofthem may fight an
ucasional battle for freedom?

offcnd to offend againat a law,
rule, or principle. It offends
agai nst a we I l-establ ished
principle of family life.

offer I to offer something to
someone. He had thought abut
offefing his help to the police.-.
Catherine Pan offered apples to
the young girl in the orchard.2 on
offer. I ran my eye over the other
belts on olfer.

officc I in office: in an official
position ofauthority. The new
president is not yet in office.2 out
of office: no longer in an official
position of authority . They decided
on a campaign to throw all the
United Party councillors out of
offrce in the election.

offret be offset against or by
something else. Such costs cannot
be offset against income tax... The
formal politeness ofher curtsy was
offset by her captivating smile.

old of old: belonging to former
times. We were like treasure
hunters ofold who had stumbled
upon a fabled emperor'sjewel
vaults.

onalaught an onslaught on
someone or something. The
bulldozers are mobilizing for their
onslaught on some ofthe best
countryside in the world.

open I beopentosomething. She
is tolerant and opn tn new ideas.
2 be open to someone. ?he gardens
are oryn to the public at lunch
time... There is only one cource of
action opn ta .you.3 be open with
someone. He was so kind and open
with me.

Opcning an opening for someone
or something. There is an opcning
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opolate

for a head nurse in one ofour
hospitals.

oporate to operate on someone.
The doctor advised him to have the
hand operated on by a top surgeon.

op:naon someone's opinion of
something or about something.
What is your opinion of social
workers?... One seldom heard his
opinion about anything in those
days.

Opponent an opponent ofsomeone
or something. ...sensati onal
propaganda from opponents ofthe
party.

opportunity an opportunity for
achieving something. Existt'ng
opportunities for profit are
sha meful I y une xp loited.

opposod be opposed to someone or
something. The rest of the team
were opposed to staying at Base
Camp.

opposate I the opposite ofor to
someone or something. In many
ways, passion is the opposite of
love... Think of a word that means
the opposite to work.2 be opposite
to someone or something; the
opposite thing to something else.
The other type of education system
is entirdy opposite to that... Lying
down, roll your head in the
opposite direction to your legs.

opposition opposition to someone
or something. ...her opposition to
his plan ofjoining the army.

opt I to opt for something. Some
defendants opt for Lrial by jury.
2 to opt out of something.
...schools that opt out of loca)
authority control.

optimistic be optimistic about
something. We are extremely
optimistic about Sky Television.

option the option ofdoing
something. ...offering more people
the option of part-time
employment.

orbit in orbit into orbit. ?he
astronauts of Apollo t had spent
Christmas Day in orbit round the

mnn... Sputnik II had gone into
orbit.

ordgf I in order: satisfactory. f
am in the process ofputting my
own affairs in order.2 be out of
order: be broken. Rcsidents said
the public telephone system was
out of order last night.

orientated be orientated to
something or towards something.
The new movement was strongly
orientated to gaining power.

origin in origin Most health
problems are envircnmental in
origin.

ornamontod be ornamented with
something. ...a booklet
ornamented with sketches of
flowers and baby birds.

oscillate to oscillate between two
things. .EIis mood had oscillated
between gentle co-operation and
physical violence.

outcome the outcome of a
situation or evenL. A fierce battle
was taking place, the outcome of
which would be critical.

outcry an outcry against, about,
or over something. He predicted
an imminent outcry against
collective investment... There was
a public outcry about selling arms
to the rebels. ...a growing public
outcry over the frequency of
kidnappings.

outlino I the outline of an object. f
could see the outline ofthe clilfs.
2 an outline of a situation, plan, or
idea. The Government seeks an
outline of futureplans. 3 in
outline. The tale has already been
referred to in outline.

outlook I someone's outlook on
something. What is new in human
history is the power to change our
outlook on time.Z the outlook for
someone or something. ?he
outlook for food and energy prices
is good.

outpouring an outpouring of
something. ...a massive outpout ing
of friendliness.
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outtet I at the outset: at the
beginning. Both men resolved at
the outset to tell the truth.2 fuorn
the outseh from the beginning.
The conference was beset by
controversy from the outset.

outakilt3 the outskirts of a city or
town. Tfiehospital was on the
outskirts of town.

overflow to overflow with
something. Her eyes overflowed
with tears.

ovel1gfown be overgtown with
plants or weeds. A little path,
overgrown with weeds, led to the
bridge.

overleP I to overlap with
something else. This land overlaps
with land which is earmarked for
acquisition.2 an overlap between
things. ?here is an overlap
between attempted suicides and
those who succeed in killing
themselves.

ovorloaded be overloaded with
something. Large parts of the
ocean are overloaded with toxic
waste.

overvaow an overview of
something. ...a broad overview of
existing research.

owe to owe something to someone.
We all owe a great debt to Dr
Whitefeet... Many famous men
have xid they owe their success to
their wives.

own to own up to doing something
wrong. No-one owned up to taking
the money.

par.llel
nicely padded with sheepskins and
blankete.

p.lnted be painted with
something. ...Wrcelain painted
wi th i n tricate desi gns.

Pair to pair up with eomeone; to
pair offwith someone. Disabled
women have a greater chance of
pairing up with able-bodied men...
They show no inclination ta pair
offwith each other.

p.lm I to palm somebody offwith
an excuse or lie. Don't let them
palm you offwith half answers.
2 to palm something unwanted off
on someone. See what kind of
cement those crooks palmed olf on
me.

prnaeea a panacea for a problem
or illness. Nationalisation is no
panacea for bad relations.

pander to pander to someone or to
their wishes. ...pandering to his
guests'tastes.

prng a pang of a feeling or
emotion. She felt a pang of regtet
that she had given up the theatre.

panoramr a panorama of things
or people. We stood looking at the
panorama oftrees and tiny
meadows.

papor I to paper over a problem or
difficulty. The Prime Minister was
trying to paper over the crisis in
the cities.2 on pepenin theory, if
not in reality. My financial
position was good, on paryr.

par on s per with something.
These recordings are nearly on a
par with standard casseftes.

p.rtllel I be parallel to something
or with something. ...a section of
&hool Road running parallel to
Thayer Street... The mystcry of
her family ran parallel with the
mystery ofthe past. 2 a parallel
between two things. Whiteb
article drew a parallel btween
Chiang and Sta/in.3 parallels
with someone or something. IIis
career and attitudes have
interesting Wrallels with Pareto'.s.

P,O
p.cked be packed with things.

The room was packed with toys.
pcd to pad out a speech or piece of

writing with something. She has a
habit of padding out her essays
with a lot of long quotes.

p.ddod be padded with
something. The saddles were
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paralYsed

paralY3ed be paralysed by
something or with a feeling. I was
paralysed by that sight... Jimmie
is nearly paralysed with tiredness
and worry.

paraphrase a paraphrase of
something written or spoken. Ilis
re m arks sounded suspic iousl y
close to a paraphrase ofthe
Olympic motto.

pardoned to be pardoned for
doing something. Women must be
pardoned for being less than
enthusiastic about such a gift.

parity parity with something or
between two things. The women
went on strike for parity with
men... The aim is to create parity
between private and public
tenants.

parody a parody of someone or
something. He spoke in a parody of
the local dialect.

patt I to part with someone or
something. We were miserable at
the prospect ofparting with her.
2 someone's part in an event. IIe
was arrested for his part in the
demonstrations.3 in part: not
completely. In part, the relaxed
atmosphere reflected new attitudes
by the clergy.4 on someone's
part by or from someone.
Pointless malice on her part is
revealed as envy of your success.

partake I to partake of
something. He did not partake of
either mea|.2 to partake in an
activity. I was made to partake in
a good deal of menial work.

parted be parted from someone or
something. He would not be parted
from his only weapon.

psrtaal be partial to something,
The vicar is very partial to roasted
pheasant.

psrtaality a partiality for
something. ...a child's partiality for
splashing through mud and
puddles.

participant a participant in an
activity, action. or system. ...an

active participant in the political
gu id ance of the co u ntry.

p.rticipato to participate in an
activity, action, or system. ?he
students enjoy participating in the
music and drama activities on
otfer.

partaculer I be particularabout
something. Hamsters are not
especially particular aboat their
food. 2 in parLicular: especially.
...a remorseless campaign against
crime and, in particular, violent
crime.

Partnorchap a partnership of or
between two people or groups; a
partnership with one or more
people or groups. ...forging a
partnership between gove rnment
and industry. ...Britain's move
towards partnership with Europe.

party be party to a plan,
agreement, oraction. They simply
wouldn't be a party to such a
ridiculous exercise.

Pass I to pass something to
someone. He taok the ball from
Dan and passed it to Graham.2 ta
pass for or as a particular person
or thing. Tonight, he wanted to
pass for a gentleman... If Ashton
were to grow a moustache they
could almost pass as brpthers. 3 to
pass over a subject. He passed
over the events of that week. 4 to
pass something offas something
else. The painting had been passed
off as early Flemish, or Dutrh. S to
pass something on to someone. f
was to pass the information on to
her.

passaon a passion for someone or
something. He had a passion for
detective movies.

passionate be passionate about
something. He is intensely violent
and passionate about everything.

Jraaaport a passport to something
desirable. Is education to be a
passport to privilege?

pationt be patient with someone or
something. Rudolph was patient
with the old man.
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patrol be on patrol, They were
constantly on patrcl. ready for
war'.

Patternod I be patterned on
something. The Daily Dispatch
was patterned on the British press.
2 be patterned with designs of
some kind. ...ties patterned with
flowers.

pay to pay for something. He oftcn
leaves a cafe without paying for
his drink.

paYable be payable to a particular
person or organization. It enables
you to withdraw money by writing
cheques payable to yourself.

peculiar be peculiar to a person or
thing. ...a disease peculiar to
modern civilisation.

Pelt to pelt someone with things.
...pelting the actors with custard
pies.

peopled be peopled by or with
people. ...a criminal world that
seems to be peopled by
businessmen rather than crooks...
Britons still thought the American
west was peopled with cowboys
and Indians.

percoive to perceive someone or
something as doing or being a
particular thing. It is important
that the president should be
perceived as moving the country
forward.

penfovero to persevere with
something. A)most any'cure' can
claim to be effective ifyou
persevere with it long enough.

peiaiat to persist in something or
with something. Why did you not
persist in your inquiries?... He
persistd with his policy of
mediation.

PeEpectiYe I a perspective on
something or of something. As an
infant you gain a strange
perspective on time, ...a shared
perspective ofthe way in which
society is organized.2 Lhe
perspective of a particular person.
This study looks at things from the
perspective of an individual

place

purchaser. S in perspective; into
perspective. We must keep the
whole problem in perspective.

portain to pertain to someone or
something. ... matters perta i n i n g Lo

education.
phobia a phobia about something

that frightens yol. l,atcr, she
developed a phobia about water.

phone I byphone. Thetickethad
been booked the previous Saturday
by phone.2 be on the phone: be
speaking to someone by telephone.
After speaking to the secretary on
the phone, I never heard another
word.3 be on the phone: have a
telephone in your home or office. I
wish Elizabeth was on the phone,
it's so hard ta get in tauch with
her.

pack I to pick at food: to eat only a
small amount. His mother just
picked at her food. 2 to pick on
someone. The stronger people
would always pick on the ones who
were quiet.

picture a picture of someone or
something. In an oval frame was a
picture of Guy's grandmother.

piled be piled with something. ...an
apparently endless counter piled
with food.

pin I to pin the blame for
something on or upon someone.
The Court was unable to pin
responsibility upon any one
prson.2 to pin your hopes or faith
on someone or something. The
Tleasury pinned its hopes on a
sharp cut in borrowing.

pino to pine for something or
someone. He hadbeen piningfora
moment like this.

pivot to pivot on something.
Success or failu rc pivoted on a
single exam.

placs I to place responsibility or
pressure on or upon someone. ?he
responsibility placed uryn us r's 6oo
heavy to be borne.2 in place of
someone or something. Oil can be
used in place ofthe margarine if
preferred.
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plagued

plagued be plagued by someone or
something: be plagued with
something. ...a cold. weL
disagreeable land plagued by
constant winds... The young
romance was plagued with
constant separations.

plan I to plan for a particular
thing or event. A commission was
established in Tok.vo to plan for
the needs ofthe citr. 2 to plan on
doing something. I plan on staying
in London for the foreseeable
future- B to have not planned on a
particular thing. I hadn't planned
on the bad weather.

plano by plane. Robe.r't a nd I have
decided to go by plane.

plastorod be plastered with
something. Her face was plastered
with white powder and her lips
were bright red.

play I to play against a person or
team. IIe is con fident of playing
against Scotland in the Calcutta
Cup.2 to play at doing or being
something. When they were little
girls they had played at being
grown-ups. 3 to play on or upon
someone's feelings, attitudes, or
weaknesses. He used to play on
their prejudices and their fears.
4 to play with a toy or a child. It is
normal for little boys to want to
flay with dolls. 5 to play along
with someone or something. f
wouldn't p)ay along with his plan
to drop the union agreement.G ta
play around with someone or
something. We spent the whole
afternoon playing around with bits
of string. 7 to play people off
againsteach other. Here wasan
example o[ one section of workers
being played ol[ against another.

plo.3ed I be pleased with
someone or something. His
emplo.vers wete pleasd with his
efforts.2 be pleased at something
or about somcthing. Ilamo was
pleased at Lhis praisc ot'his greitl-
uncle... He tried to lL'cl pleased
itboul lhc acceplanca ot'his articb.

plot to plot againet someone. Ihey
plotted against him and decided to
kill him.

plough ! to plough into
something. The car skidded before
ploughing into the bank.2 to
plough money into something.
...huge sums of money which could
be ploughed into computing. S to
plough through a meal or a piece
of work. They must be given time
to plough through their meals.

plump to plump for something.
Few gentlemen would now care to
plump for an army career.

plungo to plunge into an activity
or subject. He has a half-hour sleep
before plunging inb work.

ply to ply somebody with food,
drink, or questions. They had plied
him with too much drink.

point I to point at or to someone or
something. Lebel pointed at the
door lek with his forefinger...
Brody pointed ta the table near the
other side of the bed. 2 to point
something at someone or
something. I found him pointing
an air-gun at a chicken. 3 to point
to someone or something: used of
evidence. All the evidence points
to him being the killer.4 be
beside the point: be irrelevant.
My actual guilt or innocence seems
beside the point here. 5 be to the
point be relevant. Make sure that
your memos and letters are
intelligible and to the point.

poko I to poke at someone or
something. Gretchen poked at his
cheek with two fingers. 2 to poke
through something or out of
something. ,..a wet armchair with
a rusty spring poking through the
fabric... His huge hands pked out
of a bright red silk smokingjacket.

ponder b ponder on or upon
something. Mary pondercd bitterly
upon the meaning oflite.

poot be poor in a quality or
substance. 'l'heir tood was pool in
nutrilional valuc'.
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popuhr be popular with a person
or group of people. She is very
popular with the general public.

populstod be populated by or
with people or things. The town is
heavily populated by immigants.
...huge gardens populatcd with
marble statues.

pore to pore over something. IIe
was sitting in a corner, poting over
the accounts.

poltrait a portrait of a person.
...that vivid portrait of the Queen.

po33 to pose as someone else. ?wo
police olficers managed to
infiltrate the drugs syndicate by
psing as yachtsmen.

polataYe be positive about a fact or
thing. f anr trying to persuade
them to be more positive about the
future.

possesSed I be possessed of a
thing, quality, or ability. ...a young
man possessed of exceptional
ability, character and courage.
2 be possessed by someone or
something. Alexander vas
possessed by terrible sadness.

posleasaon be in poesession of
something. MacDonald has been in
possession ofthe letter for some
weeks.

poisibilaty the possibility of an
event or result. There was now no
possibility of success.

pott by posL Winners will be
notified by post.

pottel to pott€r about or around a
place. He spent the Saturday
afternoon pottering about his
garden.

pounco to pounce on or upon
someone or something. Three men
wearing stocking masks pounced
on MrTerence Culshaw... His
colleagues were ready to pounce
upon any slip he made.

powel I the power of a person or
thing. Ilis opponents were well
aware ofthe power ofhis
propaganda. 2 power over
someone or something. For once

proface

parents see a chance to wield real
power over their children's future.

pray I to pray to a god. He kneeled
down and prayed to Allah.2 to
pray for someone. They prayed for
him in church on Sundays. S to
pray for something you want to
have or to happen. Lcrwick was
stiil praying for his friend's
recovery three weeks later.

ploach I to preach to a group of
people. There wereonly ten people
in the congregation, but when I
preached to them I felt faint and
helpless. 2 to preach against
someone or something you
disapprove of. He came to preach
against the heretlcs. 3 to preach at
someone. I've had enough of you
preaching at me all the time!

precondataon a precondition of
something or for something.
Economic growth is a prccondition
ofany kind ofhuman advance... A
sense of loyalty to the planet is a
precondition for our survival.

precursor a precursor of
something or to something. The
railways were the precursor of
what was to come... Learning the
Highway Code was a precursor to
any actuil driving.

prodictaon a prediction of
something or about something. A
prediction of the likely outcome of
the next election was made by
AIan Taylor. ...a number of
alternative predictions about the
future of higher education.

prodalection a predilection for
something. Why do the British
have such a predilection for
expe I I i n g Soviet spi es?

ptedispore to predispose someone
to a particular belief, way of life,
or attitude. The stranger's role
predisposes him to a distinctly
'objective' attitude.

preface I a preface to a book.
Granville-Barker had written a
fine preface to the play.2 to
preface an action or activit-v with
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prefel

sonrething. Each girl who spoke
pre faced her re ntarks w ith'sorr.v'.

plefer to prefer one thing to
another. There are men who prefer
death to dishonour.

preferublo be preferable to
something else. Gradual change is
preferable to sudden. large-scale
change.

pregnrnt I be pregnant with a

child: be pregnant by a man. M.v
motber was pregnant with me at
the time... Satah was pregnant by
another man.2 be pregnant with
meaning or significance. She kept
a silence which was pregnant with
indications of how much more she
could say.

preiudace prejudice against
someone or something. Prejudice
against w'omen is becoming less
se vere.

preiudicod be prejudiced egainst
someone or something. An
increasing number of people
believe the police are prejudiced
aga inst coloured people.

proiudaci.! be prejudicial to
someone or something. Such
conduct would surely be
prejudicial to the interest ofthe
union.

proludo the prelude to an event.
The speech has been hailed by his
friends as the prelude to his return
to office.

premonitaon a premonition of an
event. IIis hand shook violently
and he had a premonition of
failure.

Preoccupied be preoccupied with
a particular idea or problem. Ike
see med comp)etel y preocc u pied
with his own thoughts.

pTopare to prepare for an event or
situation. Police in Wiltshire are
preparing for a hippy invasion of
Stonehenge.

proparod be prepared for
somcthing. Bc prepared lbr power
culs bv buving lots ol'candles.

prerequirate a prcrequisite for,
of, ol to somcthing. l,'rcaing tha

press was a necessary prerequisite
for full democracy. ...educated
skills that are the prerequisite of
progress for our country... A full
stomach is the prerequisite to self-
respect.

preacription I a prescription for
something. ...an analysis of the
nature ofthe crisis or a
prescription for its cure.2 oi
prescription. ...pharmace utical
products supplied on prescription.

pro3ont llprezantl at present:
now. f don't want to get married at
present.2 forthe present: now
and until a later time. That's all
for the present, Miss Livingstone.
Siprizlnt/ to present something to
someone. The Princess of Wales
presented a special award to Sir
Alec Guinness. 4 to present
someone with something. I closed
our meeting by presenting him
with a signed copy of my book.5 to
present yourself at a particular
place. The visitar presented
himself at the vicarage.

prgaide I to preside at or over a
formal gathering. He presided at
Saturday's meeting alone... He was
the sixthjudge ta preside over the
pre-trial hearings. 2 to preside
over an event. .Elepresided over
the rapid expansion of the
company.

PrO33 I to press something on or
upon someone. They were
flattered enough by the gifts that
were pressed on them. 2 to press
for something you want. Ile
continued to press for a peaceful
solution. S to press someone into
doing something. The expedition to
capture Brightnn fishermen and
press them into national service
had been a total failurc.4 to press
ahead with or press on with an
activity or task. ?he Commission
will continue to press ahead with
its controversial denrand.s... ?hc'r'
courageousl.v pre.ssed on with their
viLal repair work.
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pnes3urizo to pressurize someone
into doing something. The West
continued ta pressurize the Prince
into cutting his ties with the
Khmer Rouge.

Protonce a pretence of, at, or to
something. The industry has
abandoned any pretcnce of
rcsttaint... Gone, now, was all
pretence at sociability... She has
never made any pretence to
)adflike behaviour.

protenaiona pretensions to
something. He was a modern man
with no pretensions to education at
all.

prevail I to prevail on or upon
someone. Security staff prevailed
upon the crowd ta move back from
the crash barriers.2 to prevail
over someone or something.
Political arguments had prevailed
over economic sense.

Pfevent to prevent someone or
something from doing something.
A storm was preventing rescue
aircraft from landing.

piido I pride in someone or
something. Everything Rattle says
confirms his overwhelming pride
in his Birmingham orchestra.2 to
pride yourselfon doing or being
something. Cricket prides itself on
being a gentlemanly game.

principlo I in principle: as a
probability but not yet officially.
The Government has agreed ta
this measure in principle.2 on
principle: in accordance with a
belief or rule. Subordinates must
be kept waiting on principle.

prise to prise something out of
someone. They hoped thal growing
publicity would prise more money
out of the California State
Legislature.

privy be privy to something. Very
few of them were privy to the
details of the conspiracy.

probabalaty The probability ofan
event or result. Such radio-
telescopes wodd greatly increase
th e probabi I i ty of success.

profit

probe I to probe into something.
Humming birds gather nectar by
probing deep inta the blossoms
with long thin tongues. 2 to probe
for something. He went ahead in
the first car, probing for road
blocks.

proceed I to proceed with
something. They were having
dilficulty in trying to decide how to
proceed with the project.2 to
proceed against a person or
organization. Subsequent police
investigation found no grounds for
proceeding against him.

proceeds the proceds of an event
or activity. The land was bought
out of the proceeds of the
Exhibition.

procure to procure something for
someone. He oflered ta procure
extra comforts for the prisoner.

produce I to produce evidence or
an argument for or against
something. He produces no
evidence for his beliefs... They had
produced all kinds ofarguments
against her.2 to produce
something from a place or thing.
We are capable of producing the
same amount of food from less and
less land.

product the product ofsomething.
Strikes are the product ofthe
society in which we live.

profession by profession. By
profession she was a stewardess.

proffor to proffer something to
someone. He helped himself from
the sauce boat prollered to him.

proficiont be proficient in
something or at something. You
must be proficient in the language
to gain equal opportunities... Do
you think calculators stop children
being proficient at mathematics?

profile a profile of someone. She
wanted to write profiles ofthe
leaders ofthe party.

profit to profit from something or
by something. Businessmen are
seeking to profrt from the Single
European Market... They have
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progress

prolited b.v their experience * ith
,lre.

progreSS lipr.rgrgs/ to progress to
something new. From there we
progressed to a discussion on
pol it ic s. 2/pr;ruurts/ progress
towards something. ...rapid
pr ogress towards ending the civil
rvar'. 3 progress with a task. ...if
.vou are making no progress with
.vour training schedule.4 in
progress: happening. Change is
ahead.v in progress.

prohibated be prohibited from
doing something. Banks are
prohibiLed from dealing in
securities.

proiect /pred3ekt/ to project
someone or something as a
particular thing. They are
projecting the farmer as a rural
entrepreneur.

promase I a promise to someone. f
hope you will be able to keep your
promises to that poor old man.2 a
promise of something. ...her
endless waiting for Rossetti to
honour his promise of marriage.

promote to promote someone
from onejob to a more important
one. He was promoted from
corporal to sergeant.

ptone be prone to something.
Large families are usua)ly poorer
and more prone to sickness than
small ones.

prOnOUnCe to pronounce on or
upon something. He is expected to
pronounce on every moral and
social issue.

p?oof I proofofsomething. Every
day was bringing him further
proofofGertrude's iove. 2 proof
against someone. ...the absence of
proof against the Lhree defendants.
3 be proof against something. We
can design a system that's proof
against accident and slupidity.

proportaon I in proportion to
something; in proportion with
something. Schoolc h i ldre n ex pe nd
I'ar more energ.v in proportion lo
the ir size than adults do... Wesl.cln

cities expanded in proportion with
the growth of industry. 2 be out of
proportion to something: be too
large or small in comparison with
that thing. Their significance is
out of all proporlion to their size.

proportaonal be proportional to
something. As a rule the suicide
rates are proprtional to the size of
the city.

prosPoct /prgsprkt/l the prospect
of something. Many people are
horrified at the prospect of
learning new skil/s. 2 the
prospects for something. ?he
prospects for revolution are
remote.

protoct to protect a person or thing
from or against a danger. ?he
ozone )ayer protects the Earth
from harmful radiation... Babies
are protected against some
diseases by their mother's milk.

protectivo be protective of or
towards someone or something.
Daniel had become protective of
his privacy... Molly felt very
protective towards her sister.

proteSt /pratgst/ to protest at,
about, or against something. ...a
)eaflet protesting at animal
experiments... Both players
protested about some of the
decisions. ... hundreds of marchers
protesting against the planned
construction ofa nuclear power
plant.

proud be proud of someone or
something. Somerse t Maugha m
was proud of his prowess as an
avocado farmer.

provide I to provide someone with
something. The Army has provided
US troops with combat exercise
facilities.2 to provide something
for someone or something. ?he
company spends the bulk of its
funds on providing training for
executives.

pry to pry into something. Don't go
prying into m.v affairc or you'll get
hurt.
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public in public. Meetings
previoudy held in public will now
take place in cJosed session.

pull I to pull on something or at
something. The driver pulld on a
Iever... Margaret puiled at Dixon's
sleeve. 2 to pull out of an event or
situation. John McEnroe has
pilled out of the United States
tcnnis team's forthcoming match.

punctuated be punctuated by or
with particular things. ...a night of
tcrror punctuated by the roar of
shells and rockets... Many of us
have had a school carcer
punctuatcd with exams, marks
and tcsts.

punaah to punish someone for
doing something wrong. ?fiey
discovercd his crime and punished
him for it.

punathable be punishable by
something. ...a criminal offence
punishable by six months in jail.

pur,ge to purge someone or
something of a particular thing. f
tried desperately to purge myself
of these dan ge rous desr'res.

pursuit in pursuit of something.
It was in pursuit ofthese very
ideals that hundreds of people
have died.

push I to push for something you
want. ?Jre Transport Department
is clearly pushing for further
privatization of ports. 2 to push
someone into doing something.
...their detcrmination not to be
pushed into acceptance of nuclear
mrssiJes. 3 to push something on,
onto, or upon someone. ...an
i n s ura nce sal e stn a n pe rs i stc n il y
trying to push an unwanted policy
on him.4 to push ahead with or
push on with a task. Micbael
Ward is pushing ahead with loans
and help for projects... I must push
on with these enquiries as fast as I
calr.

Put I to put an idea or question to
someone. I half agreed and so I put
the idea tn Gillian.2 to put one

quest

thing above another or before
another. He is prepared to put the
intnrests of his profession abve
that of the Con*rvative Party...
British Rail admittcd that it had
put passenger convenience before
safety.S to put something before
someone for them to consider. ?he
Bill was put before Parliament in
Decembnl to put a bad or
unpleasant experience behind
you. Thecompany appars tohave
put its troubled past behind it.5 b
put someone down ae something. I
put him down as a loutish membr
of the Socialist Workers Party.
6 to put something down to a
particular cause. It seemed unsafe
to put anything down to
coincidence. T to put up with
something. Maybe Sally was not
able to put up with that much
stress. S to put someone up to
doing something. Julia had
prubably put them up to it herself.

qualify I to qualify for something.
Only a very small proprtion of
pople who qualify for benefit draw
it for any length of time.2 tD
qualify as something. He's coming
home to try and qualify as an
estata agent.

quarntl I to quarrel with someone
about something or over
something. ...quarrell i ng wi th
landlords about foreign coins in
the gas meter... They have ceased
to quarrel over the rcpeal ofsuch
,laws. 2 a quarrel with someone or
between people about something
or over something. Jefferson gave
fiis version of the quarrel with
Adams. ...a quarrel between a bus
driver and his passen3lers.
...quarrels about words and their
meanings. ...quarrels over land
ownership.

queat I a quest for something.
...the fundamental human quest
for understanding. 2 in queet of
something or someone. So he set
olf in quest of immortality.

179



quostion

queataon I a question about
something. ...questions about the
future ofthe environment.2 a
question of a particular thing:
used to say what topic you are
talking about. It's all a question of
.vour attitude... I have no views on
the question ofsubsidies. 3 to
question someone about
something. She was questioned
about the subject of her latest
book. 4 beyond question:
definitelv. The survey has shown
be.vond question a real and
drumatic improvement. S be in
question: be doubted I{is ability
to lead his country in dilficult
tintes has never been in question.
6 in queetion: used when
leferring to the thing involved. A
copv of the bulletin in question
was received by my department.
7 be out of the question: be
impossible. A cut in interest rates
is out of the question. E without
question: undoubtedly. They are
without question the best team in
Europe.

quibble to quibble with someone
about or over something. Was the
president ofthe student council
quibbling about representation on
the committee?... I will not quibble
with him over his evaluation ofthe
situation.

quick be quick at something.
You're quick at )earning aren't
you?

quaet on the quiet secretly.
'lhey've been building up quite a
large sharcholding on the quiet.

quotation a quotation from a
book. play. film, and so on. ...a
direct quotation from Burton's
.journals.

quote I to quote for doing a
palticular piece of work. Ask the
raluse dc,partment to coma and
quote lbr removing'the stutf.2 a
quoLc from a book. plav. film, and
s(, (,n. ...ir quola lion lhc Ant<,tican
tn a ga z- i ttc B u s i nt,s-s Wcck.

rackod b€ racked by or with an
unpleasant or painful feeling.
During the last five days Anne was
racked by delirium from typhus...
So you see, we are all racked with
guilt.

radirto I to radiate from a
particular point. The roads
radiating frcm the circuit are
expected to be jammed.2 tn
radiate from someone. A sense of
enjoyment radiates from the
players.

radao on radio; on the radio. Mr
Li Xiannian's speech was
broadcast on radio this morning.
...the suggestion made on the radio
by Douglas Hurd.

rugc a rage for something. All over
England there was a great rage for
bell-ringing.

raid a raid on a place. They wrote
to protest about police raids on
members'homes.

rril to rail against or at something.
MPs railed against the
inhumanity ofsuch a steep
increase... Rather than railing at
fatc, it would be better to re-
examine the rdationship.

tri3o to raise a subject with
someone. His next most likely step
is to raise the issue with the
Bishop ofChicago.

rumble to ramble on about
something. J ust babble-ramble
on about nothing, basicalllt.

random at random../uries are
selected at random from men and
women aged between 18 and 65.

rrngo I a range of things. ...a wide
range of audio-visual aids. 2 to
range between two things. or
from one thing to another.
Performances tange between the
dull and the h.vsterical...
S.vmptoms range fiom a mild llu kt
the brain disease meningitis. 3 at
a particular range. ?hc..v shol hinr
s-over'ar, tint(,s ill clo.so l:irnA,t..

R
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raPpolt a rapport with Eomeone or
between people or things. Mrs
Thatcher. for all her rapport with
Mr Gorbachov, is sceptical. ...the
rapprt between human values
and the goals of socialism.

rat to rat on someone or on an
agreement you make with them.
fu you rattd on Gertrude?... I
hope you're not thinking ofratting
on the deal.

rate I at any rate: used to qualify
a statement. Steve, at any ratE,
seems to fu a satisfred customer.
2 at this rate: ifthings continue
as they are doing. At this ratc, we
cannot see how Britain can begin
to reach the hrgets for carbon-
dioxide reduction. 3 to rate
someone aE something. I{ow do
you rate her as a photographer?

ration to ration someone to a
particular amount of something.
I'm going to ration you to one
cigarette a day.

rationale the rationale for
something or of something.
Rel i gious bel ief provides a
rationale for altruistic behaviour...
The rationale ofthe social services
is to promote *cial equality.

rattlo to rattle on about
something. Some of the women
there would rattle on about sex.

ravrget the ravages ofsomething
harmful, dangerous, or
unpleasant. He restored the
Academy alter the ravages ofthe
revolution.

ravo I to rave against something
or at someone. He raved against
the horrors and brutality ofwar...
He sat and raved at me for half an
hour.2 to rave about someone or
something. We don't go and rave
about anybody, or celebrate or
destroy them.

roaeher the reaches of a river or
area of land. ...the farthest reaches
ofthe war zone.

teact I to react against
something. They are likdy to react
against the identity card scheme.

leaton
2 to react to something. Whether
by accident or design, Mrs
Thatcher reactcd promptly to the
call. 3 to react with a particular
respons€ or emoLion. Clough
reacted with the dignity and
graciousness characteristic of h is
tcam.4 toreact with a chemical
substance. The watcr reacts with
the ferrous iron.

torction I a reaction against
something. ...a widespread
reaction against pst-war realism.
2 a reaction to something. We
were chatting about his reactions
to the paintings. 3 a reaction of
one substance with another one, or
between them. ...the reaction of
the blades with the water. ...the
reaction between methane and
steam.

rood I to read about something. f
had read about the process in
novels.Z to read something as a
particular thing. This drawing
could be read as an exemplar of
classical expression. 3 to read a
meaning or quality into
something. It was possible to read
an admission of defeat into his
words.4 to read up on a particular
topic. You can read up on the
theory and be ready for it.

ieadiust to readjust to a situation.
...the problem ofreadjusting to
normal life.

ready be ready for something. ?he
electronics industry will get bigger
and we're not even ready for that...
Their crops would soon be ready
for harvesting.

real for real. It was done. I was on
my own for real.

reality in reality. In reality, it's a
dreary little town.

Toaton I a reason for something.
The caller gave no reason for the
choice of McDonald's as a target.
2 to reason with someone. l'll have
to reason with him to take a
smaller amount. 3 by reason of
something. They seem likely, by
reason of political expdience, to

181



robel

ntove Lo the right.4 within
reaaons not excessively. You could
bu.v as man.v letters as .vou wanted,
within reason.

rebcl /nhFl/ to rebel against
something. In 1956. Ian Smith
rebelled against the British
Government.

rebound l/rrhSpnd/ to rebound on
or upon someone. His temper and
resentment rebounded on Cal.2
/ri:haund/ on the rebound; on
the rebound from someone:
starting a new relationship too
soon. Sle showed affection-was
she on the rebound from Gareth?

rebuke to rebuke someone for
doing something. Was she
rebuking me for the things she had
grown to condemn?

roceiYe I to receive something
from someone. One morning I
received a startling )etter from
him. 2 Lo receive someone into an
organization or society. According
to custom, he had been received
into his mother's tribe.

recoptive be receptive to
something. Members should be
more a)ert and receptive to the
day's business.

rocipe a recipe for a particular
outcome. Add to this the tratfrc
problems. and you have a recipe
for disaster.

recipiont a recipient of something.
He was the recipient of five
honorary degtees.

rockon I to reckon on or upon
something. They had not reckoned
on such a fight. 2 tn reckon with
something. Le Pen proved he was
still a force to be reckoned with.
3 to reckon without something.
But they had reckoned without
Margaret's determination.

recognize to recognize someone or
something as a particular thing.
The.v arc asking for Ukrainian to
be rccognized as an official
language. ...movements in the
womb which most mothers
recognizt'as kicking.

racoi! to recoil at or from
something. Parents may recoil at
this behaviour... He recoiled from
me and uttered a aund of disgust.

rocommend to recommend
someone or something as
something, or for a particular
purpose. The Cambrian Mountains
in central Wales are recommended
as candidates for park status in the
report... They are unlikely to
recommend students for
unsuitable positions.

reconcilo I to reconcile one thing
to or with another thing. It was
only this which reconciled him to
his accident... The dilficulty of
reconciling the needs of
development with concern over the
expatriate community. 2 be
reconciled to or with something.
They were reconciled to higher
interest rates,.. Such views are not
easily reconciled with long-
standing tradition. 3 be reconciled
with someone. They had gone back
to their home towns and had been
reconciled with their families.

record /rgkc:d/l be on record as
saying something. The emp)oyers
were on record as supprting the
decision to scrap the scheme.2 be
offthe record: used of
information given unofficially.
Now that remark was oflthe
record, understand?S for the
record: used to make a point
emphatically. For the record, I'd
just like to say that I tntally
disagree with this decision.

rocourto necourse to something.
They would give up democratic
methods and take recourse to
violence.

recovcr to recover from an illness.
disease. or unpleasant experience.
He never recovered from Vita's
death... He's still recoveilng hom
glandular fever.

recoyery recovery from an illness.
disease. or unpleasant experience.
Her recover.v from fatigue had
been rapid.
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rgcruit to recruit someone for a
particular purpose. It is becoming
harder to recruit lively youngsters
for the farms.

rocupclatc to recuperate from a
disease or illness. IIe is
recuperating from serious health
prcblems.

roduce I to reduce something
from one level to another. ?ie
number ofdancers was reduced
from 48 to 32.2 to reduce
something to a particular stat€.
Any survivors would be quickly
reduced to the life of a hunter-
gatherer.

reductaon a reduction in
something or of something. Very
few people agreed with a reduction
in fees. ...the reduction ofthe
prison population.

reek I to reek of something or
with something. ...a small airless
theatre crammed with children
and reeking with popcorn.
...members of the bench who pass
down sentences reeking ofracial
bias. 2 a reek of something. ?fte
reek ofparaffin met her nostrils.

refot I to refer to someone or
something; to refer to someone or
something as a particular kind of
person or thing. The speeches that
followed referced to the lcelandic
strike... Jim, on more than one
occasion, referred to Alec as'just
plain dall'.2 to refer someone to
someone else. If necessary,
students are referred to a
specialist.

reforence I reference to someone
or something. She made no further
reference to Florida.2 willn
reference to something.
Candidates should select their
options with reference to their
future courses.

reflect I to reflect on, over, or
upon something: to consider it.
...reflecting on the political scene
back at home... Rodin reflected
long over Casson's argument.2 ta
reflect on someone or something in

reinfo?Ge

a particular way. Any lapse in her
elficiency would reflect badly on
him.

roflectaon I a reflectionof
something. The group's title was
an accurate reflection ofwhat they
stood for.2 a reflection on or upon
someone. ...a depressing reflection
on the standard of our game. 3 on
reflection. On reflection, I suppose
his tales are just too old-fashioned.

rofrain to refrain from doing
something. A biographer should
refrain from judgement.

tefuSal someone's refusal of
something. The refusal of a pardon
ended with sinister words.

regale to regale someone with
stories,jokes, anecdotes, and so on.
The woman regaled the child with
stories of poisoned spindles, glass
slippers, and malevdent step-
srsters.

rogatd I to regard someone or
something as a particular thing.
She regarded Mr Gorbachov as a
man of great political courage...
These museums ought to be
regarded as being a unique case.
2 to regard someone or something
with a particular feeling. The plan
was regarded with considerable
suspicion. 3 regard for someone or
something. The terrorists who
planted the bomb showed little
regard for the )ocal population.
4 with regard to a particular
thing; in regard to a particular
thing. Great care needs ta be taken
with regard to his coaching role.
... di {fere nces between nati on s,
especially in regard to the
presence of troops on their
territory.

rogro3S to regress to a particular
state. She had to get out before she
regressed to infancy.

reimburao to reimburse someone
for something. Only a few schools
reimburse the chairman for his or
her expenses.

reantorce to reinforce an object
with something. I had not thought
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roioice

ofreinforcing the handles with
leather.

reioico to reioice in something.
Halilax can rqioice in a convincing
victorv.

relapte /nlitps/ to relapse into a
particular state. He relapsed into
dream.v silence.

relato I to relate one thing to
another. Pupils need to relate
what they learn at school to their
own experiences.2 to relate to a
particular subjecL. ...a question
that relates to electricity... A thick
black line was drawn through
words and passages relating to
Sv,lvia. 3 to relate to people.
Children must learn to relate to
other children... Patients need to
[ee] that they can relate to the
outside world.

related be related to someone or
something. One member of the
Government was related to a
senior member of the ICRC...
.Russian art was closely related to
social and political change.

r6!8taon I relations with someone
or between two groups ofpeople.
...your relations with the opposite
sex... Relations between the two
countries were badly strained.
2 the relation of one thing to
another. ...the relation of music to
the emotions.3 in relation to a
particular subjech with relation
to a particular subject. ...research
in relation to food consumption.
...a system ofcause and effect with
relation to parental approval.

rolationship a relationship with
someone or something, or a
relationship between two people
or things. The effects on Britain's
relationship with Spain could only
be positive. ...the relationship
between parents and children.

relaxation the relaxation of a rule
or law. or a relaxation in a rule or
law. Captain Imrie felt he could
permit himself a slight rclaxation
of attitude. ...a gencral relaxalion
in child discipline.

relay l/rilcr/ to relay an idea or
opinion to someone. They have
relayed their views to Members of
Parl i ament... I rel ayed Ali's
assurances afuut safety to them.2
/ri:lcrzl in relays. The children at
our school have to be fed in two
rdays.

releaae I to release someone from
a place or duty. He was released
from custody in February... This
releases them from personal
responsibility.2 release from a
place or duty. ...an old woman's
release from a mental hospital...
Provision was made for a release
from employment. 3 on release:
used of films being shown at
cinemas. ...Geolf Brown's selection
offilms in London and on release
across tbe country.

rologate to relegate someone or
something to a particular state.
This relegated the clergy to the
status of amateurs... The
supremacy ofthe Afrikaner is
being relegated to a chaptcr in
history.

rolevant be relevant to a
particular subject. One speech
stands out as being highly
relevant to the poll tax.

roliance reliance on or upon
something. ...reliance on nuclear
energy.

rolaant be reliant on or upon
something. The police are reliant
on the goodwiil ofthe public.

relief relief from something
unpleasant. ...such practical
activity was a light relief from
academic work.

rolaove to relieve someone of
something. We must relieve them
of the burden of debt.

toly to rely on or ulxrn someone or
something. They rely on firewood
for cooking.

romaint the remains of
something. ...the remains of a
medieval priory... Fircmen
discovered the temains of a human
body.
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remand on remand. We have one
client on remand at a local prison.

lomllk to remark on or upon
something. Miss Ryan remarkd
on the excellence ofhis English.

remody a remedy for a disease,
illness, or problem. ...a remedy for
arthritis... Militar.v support no
longer supplies a remed.v for
political dissent.

femembei to remember someone
to another person. Don't forget to
remember me to your father.

remombranco I remembrance of
something or someone. ...a
pictorial remembrance of our trip.
2 in remembrance of someone
who is dead. People tried to throw
tt'ibutes in remembrance of their
dead relatives.

romand I to remind someone of
someone or somelhing. Zasi's
picture immediately reminded me
of you... The damp grey skies
reminded me of Manchester. 2 to
remind someone about something.
He spent five minutes reminding
one speaker about his last speech.

remanasce to reminisce about
something. Among those
reminiscing about the eaily years
was Keith Topley.

remina3cent be reminiscent of
something or someone. ...a sme.lJ
reminiscent of cats. ...a solo piece
that was reminiscent ofCopeland.

remonatrate to remonstrate with
someone. David could not believe
it. and remonstrated with her.

remote be remote from something
or someone. The organization has
become remote from the members.

remove to remove someone or
something from a place. He
removed a card from his pocket.

removed be removed from
something. He is far removed front
Catholic teachings... The scene
was some way removed from the
id.vll he'd imagined.

rendozvous a rendezvous with
someone. She lailed Lo keep a

reply
rendezvous with him earlier in the
evening.

rcnd:tion a rendition of
something. An uncertain rendition
ofThe Internationale was drowned
by the loudspeakers.

renoge to renege on an agTeement
or promise. After only three
months, he has reneged on all his
commitments to reform.

renowned be renowned for
something. Sir Petcr is renowned
for his charm and sense ofhumour.

ront for rent. Twenty-five per cent
of the houses are for rent.

renunCaation the renunciation of
a belief or method. ...a formal
renunciation of terrorism. ...the
renunciatio n of the formal i st
tradition.

reprir beyond repafu. They need
money to restore the church before
it is damaged beyond repair.

ropaY to repay someone for doing
something. We only hope we can
repay you for the pleasure you
have given us.

repeal the repeal of a law. ...6he
repeal ofthe Corn Laws in 1846.

roPent to repent of something.
God. how she repented ofher self-
righteousness.

ropentance repentance for
something. ... aski ng repen tance
for his blasphemous utterances.

replace I to replace one thing
with another thing: to be replaced
by another thing. ...plans to
replace a forest with an airryrt...
The beil-pull had been replaced by
a buzzer.2 to replace someone as
something. Vaclav Havel is to
replace Dr. Husak as ptesident.

roplacoment a replacement for
something or someone. ... potent ia I
replacentents lbr fossil fue.ls... I
don't see him as a teplacemenl for
David.

Toplaca a replica of an object. We
have a replica ofhis dealh mask.

replv I to replv to someone or to
something that the.v have done.
written. or said. Hc' would replv lo
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report

the letter later in the week.2 a
reply to a question or challenge.
There was no specific reply to the
question.S to reply with a
particular response. He shot Adam
a glance. who replied with a shrug
of the shoulders. 4 in reply; in
reply to someone or something. f
received a muffled shout in reply...
I have nothing to say in replv to
your question.

roPort I to report on or uPon a
particular subject; to report back
on a particular subject. SDe had
teported on covert activities
against her government... Attend
the meeting and rcport back on
their activities.2 to report
someone or something to someone
else. He reported his friend to the
Inland Revenue for not paying his
taxes... More crime is now reported
to the police.3 to report to
someone; to report back to
someone. The consultant
psychiatrist reported to the board
on his conduct... He asked his
officials to report back to him.

rspresent to represent one thing
as another. He was represented as
being a foreigner... The state can
be represented as the enemy-

replesentation a representation
of a person, thing, or event. ...a
brilliant theatrical representation
of the events leading up to the war.

reprosentative be representative
of something. Are party members
representative of Labour voters?

reproach to reproach someone for
something or with something. S}e
reproached him {or the tactics he
used... She would sometimes
reproach me for being too mild...
Did you come herejust to reproach
me with my tactlessness?

reprove to reprove someone for
something. She reproved Darrell
for his part in the a[fair.

ropugnant be repugnant to
someone. The idea is repugnant to
British notions of fair play.

?epute of reputc. He was one of
only 17 doctors of international
repute.

Toquolt I a requestfor
something. ...urgent requests for
help.2 on requesl We will
provide clients with transfer forms
on request. S at someone's
request. The building going up
now will be named, at the donor's
request, the Margaret Thatcher
Centre.

require to require something for a
particular purpose. ...a Jrst of
q ua I ifi c ations requ ircd for
entrance.

re3emblanco a resemblance to
something or between two things.
Gary bears a strong resemblance
to his father.

re3ervataon I with reservations;
with reservation. I would treat
with rcservation anyone's work
when they have an intcrest in
what they are promoting.
2 without reservation. -Essex
University would be one ofthe
options I would recommend
without reservation.

reserve in reserve. ...hundreds of
police, with troops in reserve.

roside to reside in a place or thing.
Real power resides in the
workshop and on the office floor.

residenco in residence. His band
is in residence at Ronnie Scott's all
week.

rosident be resident in a place.
...the prosecution of war criminals
resident in this country.

lorign I to resign as someone who
has a particularjob; to resign from
a particularjob, position, or
organization. Sixty per cent
thought it was time she resigned
as leader of the Party... Mike was
asked to resign from the
committee.2 to resigrr yourself to
something unpleasant.
Sunderland can resign themselves
to staying in the Second Division.
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reaagncd be resigned to something
unpleasant. The.v seem tesigned to
q ue ue i ng [ot' vegetables a nd fru i t.

roti3trnce resistance to someone
or something. ...resislance to
changes in governmenr... Stress
can cause lowet't'esistance to
infection.

reaolve to resolve something into
different parLs. What I did was
rcsolve this force into its
components.

rc3olt to resort to an unpleasant or
unpopular action. The part.v
officials resorted Lo more drastic
action.

reSound to resound with noise.
After the recilal. the hall
resounded with applause.

reaPoct respect for someone or
something. One grows to have the
highest respect for these three
artists.

ro3Pite a respite from something
unpleasant. ...a brief respite from
the daily artillery attacks.

ro3plondent resplendent in a
particular outfit or style. ...?ony
Creig, resplendent in boater.
blazer. and tie... The stable was
resplendent in decorative
Yorkshire stnne.

reapond to respond to someone
with something or by doing
something. No matter how
experienced you are. you respond
to an enthusiastic crowd.
...respnding with delight when he
tickles her under the chin... The
militia responded by shooting and
thrcwing tear-gas.

rotponro in response or in
response to something. Mav I
make two points in respnse to
W illiam Hudson's letter?

re.pon3ibilaty responsibil ity for
an event. situation, or decision. A
new organizalion has claimed
responsibilit.v lbr the bomb.
... respons i b i I it.v lbr cove ri n g
antergencies.

roaPon3iblo I bc rcsponsible for
somt.thing or sonrconc. ...lht,

rotril
person responsible for his death...
She feels responsible for the girl's
moral welfare.2 be responsible to
a person or group. Ought the Press
to be in some way responsible to
the public?

lCaponaave b€ responsive to
someone or something. ?he
objective is to make the health
service more responsive to
patients.

reat I be at resh be resting. Ihe
interchange ofoxygen is twenty
times greater when the bodv is at
rest. 2 to rest on or upon a person
or thing. The whole emphasis
rested upon the need for a small.
closel y-kn i t Party... En gl a nd's
wealth rested on woo]. 3 to rest
with someone: used of a
responsibility or choice. Authoritv
rested with the doctars ofthe
University, not the teachers.

roatoro I to restore something to
someone. They called for steps to
restore fuviet citizenship to
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. 2 to
restore something to a previous
state or condition. ...a Charter
which will restore pensioners to a
position ofequality.

rottfaan to restrain someone from
doing something. ...an order
restraining the council from re-
advertising the post.

Tottfict to restrict someone or
something to a particular activity
or thing. ...orchestras which
restrict themselves to Mozart and
Havdn... Don't restrict your diet to
a single kind offood.

rcatraction a restriction on
something or someone.
...restrictions on personal freedom.

roault I to result in a particular
outcome. 'fhe talks resulted in an
agreement.2 to result from a
particular action or event. lbur.
fif|hs of the fire damage rcsulted
front incendiar.v bombing.

rctlal to retail at a particulal price.
Thesesfioes nolnrall.v rtlail al
t 18.50.
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reticent

reticcnt be reticent about
something. l'ive.vears later she
returned. reticent about her
adventures.

retrort I to retreat into an
attitude or belief. People with
eating disorders retreat into their
compulsion.2 to retreat from
something. Mr Parkinson seems to
have retreated from this option for
the moment.

rotro3pect in retrospect. Was
that. in retrospect. really wise?

Teturn I to return something to
someone. One man returned his
copy to the company.2 Loreturn
something to a particular place, or
to return someone to a particular
post or position. The yaks were
teturned to the wild... The
electorate returned Mr Mugabe to
power in the elections. S to return
to a particular place, activity, or
subject. He faced dismissal if he
returned to Australia. ...the
number of women returning to a
career. 4 the return of something.
The mother made an emotional
plea for the return of her child. 5 a
return to a particular subject or
activity. Mr Mazilu promised there
would be no return to
communism... There will be a
return to concetn for European
security.6 in return. IIe
appreciated my friendliness and
liked me in return.

reunited be reunited with
someone. She was treated at
hospital, where she was reunited
with her mother.

levoal to reveal something as a
particular thing. His gaiety had
revealed itself as a manic fear of
solitude.

revel to revel in a situation or
activity. He revelled in hisnew
rcle as photographer.

?6volation a reveiation to
someone. It was a revelation to
those of us who did not think he
had it in him to attack.

Tovenge I to revenge yourselfon
someone. She wil I revenge herself
on those who helped him escap.
2 revenge againat someone for
something. ...spontaneous revenge
against the police. ..-intent on
getting revenge for her defeat in
the semi-final.

rovel3e I the reverse of
something. The delays were the
reverse of the situation which used
to exist.2 in reverse; into
reverse. The trend for free-range
eggs has gone into reverse.

foversion reversion to a particular
method, activity, or subject. ...a
reversion to pre-scientific
attitudes.

l6velt to revert to a former state,
condition, or subject. ?ie
European Parliament will revert
to a consultative assembly... Can I
revert to one other point before you
continue?

reviow under review. ?hey
agreed to keep these developments
under review.

revolt to revolt against someone or
something. He urged the public to
revolt against food rationing.

revolvo to revolve around
something or round something.
The talks revolved around
problems, real and inventcd.

rhyme to rhyme with another
word. Sfie ca1led him Guppy. to
rhyme with puppy.

rich be rich in something or with
something. The leaves contain
little protein but are rich in fibre.
...a stone patio rich with the scent
of lavender and roses.

rid I to rid someone or something
of something. It is difficult to rid
clothes otcooking smells... The
party still needs to rid itselfof
anti-Semitic tendencies.2 be rid
of someone or something. /t was
wonderful to be rid of their
company at last.

riddled be riddled with something.
...a citv riddled with racial
tensions.
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rife be rife with something bad or
unpleasant. 'The academic world.'
he said bitterly.'is rife with

.i ealous.v a nd i n gra ti tude.'
rifle to rifle through a collection of

things. ...the task ofrifling
through the piles of rubbish to find
the fortune.

rift I a rift with someone or a rift
between two people or groups.
...trying to heal the rift with their
followers... It had been nine .vears
since she had see n her brother. as
a result of a rift between them.2 a
rift in a group. ...the growing rift
in the part.v.

right be right for someone or
something: the right thing for
someone or something. The course
he had chosen ten years ago had
proved to be right for him... The
decision was certainly the right
one for Allan Lamb.

rigou13 the rigours of something.
...the rigours of Army life.

ring I to ring for someone or
something. He rang for Tracy and
asked.'What's wrong with Davis?'
2 to ring with a sound. ...a barn
that rang with the cries of geese
and twkeys.

rip to rip through something. ?he
first explosion ripped through the
ship's cabin.

ripe be ripe for a change ofsome
kind. ?he republic was ripe for a
violent uprising.

ripple a ripple of sound or a
particular emotion. The audience
registered its interesl with a ripple
otapplause... The tour caused a
ripple ofspeculation.

ri3e I to rise above something. I
was able Lo rise above the
depressi ng and Lh r eaLen ing
sol ilude. 2 to rise from a group of
people. Cheers a nd shouts of alarm
rose from the spectators. S to lise
from one level to a higher level.
Inllation rose fi'ont 5.5 pr cent lo
6.J. 4 a rise in the rate or amount
of something. 'l'his allowcd a slow'
risr, in iousc pl iccs. 5 thc rise of a

tow
particular thing. ...the rise ofa
huge managerial class.

ritk at rirk; at the risk of
something. The level of demand
will fall, putting more jobs at risk.
...ensuring short-term surv ival at
the risk oflong-tcrm ruin.

road I by road. A new radar was
despatchedby road.2 the roadto a
particular place or state. ...the
road to unity. S on the road:
travelling. I was sti ff aftcr seve n
hours on the road.4 be on the
road to a particular place or state.
Roberts was on the road to
recovery.

roar to roar with an emotion or
feeling such as pain or laughter.
The crowd roared with expectancy.

rob to rob someone of something.
Nothing can rob him ofhis place in
history as the winner.

room I to room with someone. At
firct I roomed with Lani, but then
she moved to a single flat.2 rcn,m
for someone or something. ?he
results showed there was room for
improvement... He resigned tn
make room for a younger man.

root to root for someone: to support
them. Our editorial friends were
all rating for us.

rootod be rooted in a particular
tradition or belief. Education
cannot be rated in sentiment and
good wishes.

rope to rope one thing to another.
Heavy stones were roped to a
flimsy iron roof.

rough be rough on someone. ?fte
past two years have been awfully
rough on him.

found to round on someone. .fle
rcunded on critics of the health
service reforms.

rouae to rouse someone to a
particular uction. Weslern opinion
was onl.v roused to action by the
e nsl av i ng ol' C hristians.

low /rg!/l to row with someone
about something or over
something. S'Ire aeyer roryt d u'illr
her mother aboul i1... ?ht, Iast
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rudiments

thing most of them want to do is
,'ow over money.2 a row with
someone or between two people
about something or over
something. After a row with his
parents. his father locked him out
ofthe house. ...a backstage row
between critic and author. ...a row
about leaks to an American
newsparyr... On Saturday there
was a row over Mr Yeltsin's
broadcast.

rudimentS the rudiments of a
subject. Lo had plenty oftime to
pick up the rudiments ofdriving.

rule I to rule over a country or
group ofpeople. An old man ruled
over the valley.2 to rule on a
particular problem or situation.
The Athletics Association has yet
to rule on his eligibility. S to rule
against someone or something.
Thejudge is about to rule against
the Government identity card
scheme.

rumour a rumour of something or
about something. The mother had
heard a rumour of inappropriate
sexual behaviour. ...a rumour
abo ut unautho r ized bom bi ngs.

run I to run at a particular level.
Inflation is running at 10 to 14 per
cent.2 to run acrosa someone: to
meet them unexpectedly. fJ<eep
running across my old students.
3 to run after someone or
something. People threw sticks at
the troop cafiiers and ran after
them on foot. ...always the same,
always running alter success. 4 to
run into problems. Olilcials sajd
the talks had run into difficulties.
5 to run into a particular amount.
Exact casualty figures are not
known, but they run into
hundreds. 6 to run over someone.
We almost ran over a fox that was
crossing the road. 7 to run
through a list, task, or amount of
money. He proceeded to run
through his list of reforms...
Arabella ran through a polished
repertoire ofsongs. S to run away

with someone: used of feelings or
emotions. Don't let your emotions
run away with you.9 to run out of
something. English Heritage have
run out of funds to restore old
churches. l0 to run to someone for
help or protection. We must learn
to trust our ownjudgement and
not always run to the experk for
easy solutions. ll to run up
against problems or difficulties.
Economic growth would sooner or
Iater run up against
i n su rmountable probl ems. 12 the
run of a place. An exryrt on
energy efficiency is tn be given the
run ofthe house to advise on fuel
costs. 13 on the run. After 17
months on the run, he is behind
bars again. 14 at a run. ?Jre
stretchers were carried at a tun
from the helicopter to the medical
tent.

ruih I to rush someone into doing
something; to rush into
something. British Steel have
made it clear that they are not
going to be rushed into a deal...
The only advice the experts agree
on is not to rush into anything.2 a
rush for something. ...the rush for
oil shares. S in a rush. Chancellor
Kohl is in a rush to finalize the
details.

tabbatical on sabbatical. ?hey
were biochemists on sabbatical.

3rc!€d be sacred to a god or
person. Among the plants sacred to
Dionysus were the myrtle, the fig
and the ivy... Her savings were
sacred to her.

roddle to saddle someone with
something that is a burden. ?he
last thing I want is to saddle
myself with a wife.

lafe I be safe for someone to use or
have. Zinc stearate powder is not

S
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cons-ideled safe for babies. becausc
it can irritate the lungs.2 be safe
from someone or something
harmful. ...a place where the.v
ought to be safe from attack... On
such beaches the eggs were safe
from sea-dwelling marauders. S be
safe with someone. Muller's notes
werre safe with old Hallidav.

Safeguard a safeguard against
something harmful. He argued
that the participation of the
military in the government acted
as a safeguard against the abuse of
power.

3aa! to sail through something. I{e
sailed through the tesls.

sake for the sake ofsomething or
someone. But Isobel had not
married lbr the sake of money ot'
ambition. ...to be read.v to endure
hardships and even death for the
sake of the tribe.

sale be for sale. I butted in to
inquire ifthe horse was fot'sa]e.

Srlute a salute to a person or
achievement. ...a salute to the fitst
greal English master ofclassic
architecture.

3alvage to salvage something
from a wreck or disaster. Men
salvaged equipment fiom the
wrecks.

3amo be the same as something
else; the same thing as something
else. Animal teeth are not the
same as human teeth... By the end
of 1974 three others had suffered
the same fate as Taverne.

aanctions sanctions against or on
a countr-y, organization, or group.
They would have imposed
sanctions against South Africa.
...penal sanctions on trade unions.

srted be sated with something.
...sated with fresh air and hard
exercise.

satollito by satellite. It is called
Sky Television and is transmitled
bv satellite.

satire a satire on something.
...'T'he Election'. a salire on
democrac.v in action.

scholarship

ratitfied be satisfied with
something. ...if you are not
satislied with the service you get.

3aturato to saturate a place or
object with something or in
something. Teams saturated the
community with literature about
the attack. ...pads which must be
kept saturated in salty or soap.v
water.

SAVO I to save someone or
something from an unpleasant or
difficult situation. I rushed into his
room.iust in time to save our kitten
from strangulation... He used a]l
reasonable endeavours to save the
Talisman from sinking.2 to save
on money, time. and other useful
things. farmers are introducing
machinery to save on labour costs.

Savour to savour of something. ?o
do a good deed a da.v consciously
savours of pri ggishness.

soy I to say something to someone
about something. Billy Graham.
the television evangelist. said
farewell to Britain yesterday... Mr
McGregor's remarks are far worse
than what Edwina Currie said
about eggs.2 a say in something.
Ifl had any say in it I'd keep them
out.

Scarod be scared of someone or
something. He's scared of horses.

scathing be scathing about
something. She was scathing about
e xtr a- m ar ital d i ffi c u I t i es.

Scavenge to scavenge for food or
other things you can use. The fish
and crabs scavenge for deca.ving
tissue and waste products.

scoptical be sceptical about
something or of something. fIe ha.s
alwavs been sceptical about
nuclear power... I had become a
I i tt I e scept i cal ol' the i r existe nce.

schedule on schedule. ?he
Government wants to keep its
privatization ptogramme on
schedule.

3cholarshap a scholarship to a

school or university. Pete had got a
scholarship lo Oxlbrd.
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scoff

3coff to scoffat something or
someone. Many critics scolf at
artists such as Mondrian and
Kandinsky.

scold to scold someone for doing
something wrong. I had to scold
Vita severely for being so
thoughtless.

SGOrO to score over someone else.
...anxious to score over the
opposition.

Scomful be scornful of someone or
something. ...puritanically
scornful of its flamboyance.

Scoulge the scourge ofa place or
group ofpeople. ...Steven Berkoff.
the scourge of the theatre world.

Scowl to scowl at someone or
something. He scowled at me and
returned to his work.

scramblg to scramble for
something. Throughout Britai n,
primary schools arc scrambling for
staff.

scrape to scrape through
something. I just scraped through
my exams.

3cfoam to scream at someone.
Hagen started to protest and she
screamed at him in ltalian.

364 at sea. The ships would be at
sea for approximately six months
each.

soarch I to search for something.
Once again they were homeless
and hunted and must search for a
safe hiding place. 2 in search of
something. They all left early each
day in search ofwork.

secondarY be secondary to
something. The lesson of the game
was to make competition
secondary to friendship.

Secret I the secre+.ofdoing
something. The secret of sticking
is to select the most suitable
adhesive for the job.2 in setet.
The old man met him in secret and
said'Leave me alone.'

aecur€ to secure a person or thing
against something or from
something. What mattered now
was to secure herself against the

time when she wodd not be
beautiful any longer... Enough
remained to *cure us from the
threat of invasion.

rcduce to sduce someone into
something. They destroy and
conupt and seduce men into their
sewice-

see I to see through someone or
something. Lewis would see
through her at once. 2 to see
someone through something.
...the loan that was to see Britain
through the post-war years. S to
see to something that needs
attention. Karin would see tn the
olives and cheese straws.

soize to seize on something.
Picasso seized on anything and
everything that came to hand.

self-suffi ci6nt be self-sulficient in
something. Other discoveries will
ensure that Britain is self-
sulfrcient in oil until the next
century.

sell I to sell something to someone.
They churned out their products
and sold them to wholesalers.2 ta
sell something for an amount of
money, or at a particular price.
The Our Price record chain was
sold for 43 million pounds... These
products are imported and sold at a
lower price than their UK
equivalents. S to sell an idea to
someone; to sell someone on an
idea. You've got 70 minutes to sell
it to me... He was totally sold on
the American ethic of free
enterprise.4 to sell out of
something. Shops almost
immediately sold out of the
advertised goods. 5 to sell out to
someone or something. AII but my
land)ady gradually sold out to the
other side.

somblanco a semblance of
something. ...a cynical contcmpt
for truth, justice or any semblance
ofdecency.

aend I to send something to
someone. I had written a book and
sent a copy to Sheldon.2 to send
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for someone. Otto sent fot his
three fellow directors, Goin,
Heissman and Stryker.3 to send
for something or send offfor
something. Keep on trying, and
send for nomination forms-.. We
need more time to note down
wherc to send off for them.

Scnaof be senior to someone. fhe
appraiser must be senior to the
teacher being appraised.

aonae I the sense of something
that is said or written. In the strict
sense ofthe word. knowledge can
only be about the past.2 a sense of
something. The sense o{
ach ievement w as extraord i n ar.t'.

3onsitivo I be sensitive to
something. If your skin is sensitive
to detergent, wash your clothes in
soap... He was unduly sensitive to
criticism.2 be sensitive about
something. Ministers are sensitive
about Britain's bad reputation for
i n te rn at iona I co - operati on.

aentonce to sentence someone to
punishment. They sentenced 79
year old dissenters to 30 years
imprisonment.

rentimentrl be sentimental
about something or someone. He
often felt sentimental about China.
and could not resist the lure to
return.

3eParate l/sgparat/ be separate
from something; a separate thing
from somethingelse. Rosa had
remained separate from us, asking
finally for a room by herself... He
i n h ab i ted sepa rate apartments
from the others.2/sgp:rrcrt/ to
separate one person or thing from
another. It is becoming common to
separate babies from their mothers
after birth...'l'he por provinces
wish to separate fiom the rich.

3equol a sequel to something.
Mark'l'wain neatl.v wrote a sequc'l
to Huckleberr.v tr'inn... There was a
sc,quel to the batlle ol'Ma.iuba in
1900.

3oquonee I in sequence:
corrcctly oldcrod. ?hose t ecotdings
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.et
are in sequence and continuous.
2 out of eequence incorrectly
ordered. This is out of sequence,
there's a span of about ten years
missing.

aerioua be serious about
something. You needn't become a
professional musician to be serious
about music.

serue I to serve aE something.
Mosiow's tactic appears to be to let
the congtess serve as a safety
valve.2 to serve a legal document
on someone: to serve someone
with a legal document. A House
Committee tried to serve a
subpoena on Harry Truman... The
court served her with an
enforcement notice.

te33ion be in eession: be meeting
and working. The public galleries
hold a limited audience when the
courts ate in session.

ret I be set in or into something.
...a brilliant mosaic of porphyry
and g)ass blocks set in marble.
2 be set with jewels. T'he crown is
set with diamonds and rubies. 3 be
set for a future action or
experience. Marsh is set for a
return to the boxing ring.4 be set
on doing something. The boy was
obviously set on preparing a
defence for himself. 5 to set a way
ofbehaving, aim, or task for
someone to achieve. She had set a
half-hour composition for her
pupils... Their music set the
fashion for a generation of young
people.6 to set a high value on
something. He sets a great deal on
Ioyalty to the company. 7 to set
animals or people on or upon
someone. We were afraid they
might set the dogs on us. 8 to set
about doing something. ?he
terrified sailors and passengers set
about saving their own skins. 9 to
set one fact or argument against
another. Chamberlain's one
mistake can bc set again-st lbur
good saves. l0 to set an amount ol'
moncy against tax. It i-s possiblt'(rt



settle

set against tax the costs of raising
finance. ll to set one person
against another. The conflict set
the mainstream ofthe
organization against the more
'corrupt' and maverick elements.
12 to set someone apart from
other people. These badges set
their owners apart from all other
groups until the day they die. 13 to
set someone offon something. My
cool-headed posture set him olfon
a tirade that was even more
vitriolic than the first.

settle I to settle for something or
on something. Too many athletes
had settled for a quiet life, he
said... After taking a variety of
jobs, he settled on journalism.2 to
settle with someone or settle up
with someone. I'11 settle with you
on Friday... As soon as the money
arrived I was able to settle up with
fiim.3 to settle down to something
or for something. Later in the
morning they settled down to a
history test... At eight o'clock he
settles down for supper.

shado I shades ofa particular
colour. The coat was patterned in
marine shades ofblue and green.
2 to shade into something. As tie
pressures mount, tension shades
into irritability, anger, and
violence.

shake to shake something at
someone. She shook her fist at us
and told us to stop.

shamo to shame someone into
doing something or out ofdoing
something. Mother shamed us into
hiding. ...horrific living conditions
that would shame councillors out
oftheir complacency.

shapo to shape something into a
different form. Shape the dough
into balls and put on a baking
sheet.

share I to share something with
someone. I left my attic in
Clerkenwell to share a room in
Maida Vale with an unemp)oyed
actor... Now and then some lucky

boy was allowed to share ajourney
with his father, uncle, or grown-up
brother.2 to share in doing
something. Both partners share in
preparing for and rearing their
family.S to share something or
share something out amonS or
between a group ofpeople. I
shared out her baggage among the
others... Share the sweets between
the children.4 a share in
something or of something. IIis
prosperous brother otfered him a
share in a new automobile
agency... In some places they
inherit an equal share offamily
property.

shoathed be sheathed in
something. Skeleton trees,
sheathed in ice, glittered against
the fronts ofthe palaces.

sholtor to shelter from something
unpleasant. They were trying to
shelter from the worst ofthe fires...
The clods help to shelter the young
p)ants from the wind.

shiold f a shield against danger or
damage. The marriage licence is
not so much a bond or shackle as a
shield against adversity or a
change of heaft. 2 to shield a
person or thing from danger or
damage. Crane always walked
ahead ofPeter, to shield him from
whatever might menace him.

$hino to shine at something. ...tle
idea that they're sensitive souls
who shine at the arts.

ship by ship. A further 7,000 were
due to leave by ship overnight.

shock a shock to someone. It came
as a shock to Castle to realise ho'r
little he had been trusted.

Shoot to shoot at a person or thing.
Griffrths took his rifle to the
common and started shooting at
people there.

3hort I be short with someone.
Thejudge was very short with her.
2 be short of something. We were
now running short of food. 3 in
short: used when giving a
summary. In short, the more
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,'apidly changing the environment.
the more in[otmation the
individual needs to make
decisions.

3hot I a shot at something. ...a
serious shot at breaking three
hours in the marathon.2 be shot
with something or shot through
with something. ...that special
wonder. shot with awe... This
gloom became shot through with
irritations.

3hout to shout at someone. As we
were leaving. a strange woman in
a trilby hat shouted at me.

show I to show something to
someone. I found it hard to resist
the temptation to show Caine's
book to my father.2 to show a
particular emotion or quality to or
towards someone. One would
suppose that in such a case, the son
would show increased tenderness
to his mother... This is a time for
parents to show their
th oughtfu I ne ss a nd ge nero si ty
towards each other-3 to show
someone around or round a
place. She only wanted a little
money to show me around the
church... He said he would make
an exception, and show me
personally round the castle.4 on
show. ?fie document will go on
show in the manuscript room of
the British Library.

showdown a showdown with
someone. President Bush faces his
first showdown with unions after a
strike over pay cuts.

rhowol I to shower someone with
things. The demonstrators were
driven back. but still showered the
police with bricks and rocks...
They are inclined to shower her
with presents and treats.z to
shower something on or upon
someone. It is the thwarted love for
parents that is showercd on the
teacher.

shriek I to shriek in or with fear.
sulprise, or excitement. Her head

.jerked back and she shnc'&cd in

sight

alarm... The crowd shrieked with
gleeful horror. 2 a shriek of a
particular feeling. His voice rose to
a shriek of terror.

3hrink to shrink from something.
It's a sad truth most of us
amateurs shrink from admitting.

shrouded be shrouded in
something. In the early morning
light the beaches ofNormandy
were shrouded in mist... 'Its
origins', he said.'are shrouded in
mystery.'

shudder to shudder at something:
to shudder with or in a particular
emotion. She shuddered at the
thought of thal dark shape moving
towards her... Kunta shuddered
with fear... The sight made her
shudder in primitive distaste.

shut to shut someone in a room.
She shut herself in the bathroom
and wept.

3hy to shy away from something.
For 26 years, Italy's foremost
opera house had shied away from
staging La Tfaviata.

tick be sick of something annoying
or tedious. It was clear that the
members were heartily sick of the
whole issue.

side I be on someone's side: be
supporting them. You will then
have a powerful friend on your
side.2 to side with someone
against someone else. IIe sided
with the majority ofhis advisers
and overruled the die-hards... Her
supporters sided against me.

sift to sift through something. A
computer could sift through
records and come up with a short-
list.

tagh to sigh w'ith a particular
emotion. She sighed with
contentment.

iight f in sight: visible. ?here was
no-one else in sight. 2 out of
sight not visible. The.v waited
until the guatd was out of sighl.
3 on sighk as soon as someont' is
seen. She hatcd him on sight.
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sign

sign I a sign of something. Tfie
fact that they are risking their
lives is a sign oftheir desperation.
2 to sign for something. The chief
gave me all the money that was
due, and I signed for it.

3ignal I the signal for an action.
The plot was for Snowball, at the
critical moment, to give the signal
for flight.2 to signal to someone. f
signaled to the waitress for the
check.

silence in eilence. They ate in
silence.

silhouetted be silhouetted
againet a background. I could see
deep patches of cloud silhouetted
against the glitter ofthe stars.

iimalar be similar to something
else; a similar thing to something
else. The charter would be similar
to a Bill of Rights... The Agency
would have similar status to that
of existin g national ised bodies.

similarity I a similarity between
two or more things; a similarity to
or with something else. There was
)ittle similarity between the dull
grey English sea and the turquoise
Indian Ocean... The situation
bears some similarity to my own
circumstances... Any similarity
with your mutine is purely
coincidental.2 a similarity in or
of a particular feature or quality.
There is some similarity in their
ed u ca ti o na I and occ upation a I
achieve ments. ... the si milarity of
weapons.

sin to sin against someone or
something. Father, I have sinned
against heaven.

3ingle to single someone out aa
something or for particular
attention. The United States is
usually singled out as the prime
culprit in this indictment... Why
should this trait be singled out for
such exceptional treatment?

lank to sink into a particular state
or situation. I sank into a statc of
deep depression.

rit I to sit for an artist or
photographer. She had sat for
famous paintcrs like fussetti.2 to
sit on a committee. He sat on
committees relating to the future
of the aircraft industry. 3 to sit
through something. ?fie
sryctatars sat through ihe drama
as though watching some horror
movie.4 to eit in on a meeting or
discussion. I was allowed tn sit in
on the deliberations ofthe board.

skete to skate around, round, or
over a difficult subject or problem.
They prefer to skate around the
issue ofsex... Her phrasing tcnded
to skate over the arrangements in
hurried bursts.

skill skill in or at doing something.
...their skill in making clothes.
...his evident skill at basketball.

skim to skim through a piece of
writing. I thought I would skim
through a few ofthe letters.

skirt to skirt around or round a
dilficult subject or problem. ffie
reviewer skirted around the most
ferocious criticism.

ilash to slash at something. IIe
slashed savagdy at the meat with
his knife.

slight a slight on someone. Advice
is too often taken as a slight on the
recipient.

slip to slip into different clothes or
out ofclothes that you are
wearing. Slipping into something
loose, I went down to dinner... She
slipped out ofher working clothes.

glow be slow in doing something.
The rcspnse was slow in aming.

clump a slump in something such
as demand, price, or amount. ...a
dramatic slump in holiday
bookings.

tlur a slur on something or
someone. This is probably an
unfair slur on womanhood.

cly on the sly. ...sitting in the
toilets smoking on the sly, just like
kids do in school.

amock to Bmack of something.
Oliver was irritated by this
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suggestion, which smacked of
frivolity.

3m!tt to smart from or under
something unpleasant that has
happened to you. The home team is
still smarting from their defeat at
fuchdale... He began to smart
under the pain of being a minot
member of the orchestra.

$mcll I to smell of something. Ihe
laundry smelled ofcarbolic soap.
2 the smell of something. f /ove
the smell of new-mown grass.

3mile to smile at someone or
something. People think you are
weird if you smile at them duing a
Tubejourney.

smitten be smitten by or with
something or someone. Surviving
in garrets in Paris was bearable
because he was smittcn by the
French... I was smitten with her.

Smother to smother something
with something. They were able b
extingaish the bombs by
smothering them with sand.

smothened be smothered in
something or with something. ?ie
path was smothered in snow...
Climbing roses grew up the side of
the hou*, their tendrils still
smothered with late blos*ms.

lnaP I to snap at someone. Doyou
snap at your partner and then
regret it?2 to snap out of a sad
mood. f snapped out of this
melancholy the moment a friend
called.

rnatch to snakh at something.
The wind snatchd at my dress and
hair... Etta snatched at the little
privacy that this afforded.

3noei to sneer at someone or
something. They sneered at the
girlish enthusiasms ofthefu fellow
studenk.

socirlaze to socialize with people. I
socialized with the philosophy
students.

tolutlon the solution to or for a
problem, question, or puzle.
Rc*archers want ta know whether
the solution b the riddle will

rpeak

involve new theories... The plan
for plytcchnics was meant to be a
solution for this problem.

totlY I be sorry about something
or for eomething. I tcndd b
dominate the anverstion and I'm
sorty abut that... Vtle are all wrry
for what happned. 2 be sorry for
someone. I felt despratcly sony
for my*|f.

rott I a particular sort of thing.
This sort ofargument can go on for
ever. 2 eomething of a particular
oorL He will pesr,nt no evidence
of that srt.

aound the sound ofsomething.
This emall beetle imitates the
sund of a dentist's drill.

aoufce I a source of something.
Wad is an ineffrcient source of
energy. 2 at source. We n*d to
tackle nitrate pollution at source.

touth south of a place. ...a fne
wine made by a co-operativejust
south ofthe Loire.

aow /s3g/ to sow an area ofground
with seeds. fuil cleared of winter
vegetables may be wwn with rye
or field beans.

spar to spar with someone. Witfiin
weeks, he was spaning with the
toughestbys in the grm.

.paring be sparing with
something. Aunt Tossie is sparing
with the alfection Nicandra longs
for.

spoak I to speak to someone or
with someone. He nevet epoke to
Captain B*er again... Stein
wasn't there. I spke with his son.
2 to speak about something or of
something. On tclevision,
Jonathan Porrit spolre aDout his
involvement with the advertising
ammunity... T>avellers spke of
fighting and shooting at night. S tn
speak for a person or group of
people. 'Do we have to go on living
here?'she wailed. She spke for
many of us.4 to speak with a
particular accent or style. She
spke with a very pmnounced
futtish ar,lcent...'Arc you the
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.pec
painter?'She spoke with abruPt
formality.

3pec on spec. He tumd uP
yestetday on swc.

aPccirlata to specialize in a
particular thing or subject. Buy
dried herbs from a shop which
specializes in herbs... The majority
had sryialized in electronic
engineering.

spcculatc to speculate about
something or on something. ...the
fut il i ty of speculati n g about
hypthetical Martian life forms...
Energy analysts speculated on
further increases in fuel prices.

apoochlcat be speechless with a
strong emotion. Turi was almost
speech ress w ith del i ght.

3pond to spend money or time on
something. He spent all his
savings on the project... Her time
would be btter spent on research.

span-off a spin-offfrom something
or of something. A programme to
develop new energy sources could
occur as a spin-otffrom the space
effort. ...a spin-olf of America's
present obsession with Personal
health.

3Phth to splash out on something.
We splashd out on a colour
television.

rplit I a split between two people
or groups or a split in or within a
group. ...a split between hardliners
and democrats... The plan has fied

to a split in the ranks. ...the sPlit
within Nato.2 to eplit away or off
from a group of people. The more
radical intellectuals threatened to
split away from the Council... They
warned them not tn split olf from
the national party. 3 to split up
with someone. I'd just split up
with Paul, the father of my
youngest 9on.

3Pongo to sponge off someone or
on someone. The young
unemployed are not simPIY
layabuts who sponge olf the
Welfarc State... She found it

distastcful the way Clarissa
spooged on them.

lprang I tospringfroma
particular cause . His own doubts
sprang from his English education
and marriage.2 to spring
something on someone. He sprang
a surprise on all ofus by winning.

apringboard a springboard for
something. He had hopd to use
his election as a springboard for
wider and grander plitical
ambitions.

apy to spy on someone. ?he
plicemen who spied on disEidents
are ta be sacked.

3qurro I to square with an idea,
statement, or situation. IIis
interpretation ofthe rule is not
likely to square with the new
guidelines.2 to square up with
someone. I've got to square up with
the bank before I can pay you.3 tn
square up to a problem, person, or
situation. TYuculently, they
squared up to each other but kept
just out of fighting distance.

lquint to squint at someone or
something. She opnd her eyes
and squinted at him.

attb I to stab et something. Sle
was typing in a fury, her fingers
stabbing at thefteys. 2 a stab at
something. It was back in 1964
when he had his fitst stab at
anducting this great work.

ltrff on an institution's stafr. f can
say categorically that no-one on
the White House staff was
involved in this bizane incident.

at.gc on stage. He fels as
comfortable on stage as in the
studio.

tttka I to stake something
valuable on or upon the result of
something. He has stakd his
leadership claim on this pace
initiative. 2 at etake. There are
two prizes at stake in the
competition. S a stake in a
business, property, or industry. He
has a 50 pr cent stake in the
Hlyatt Hotel chain.

198



atamP I to stamp yourself on or
upon something. Like all
chancellors, he will want to stamp
his own per*nality on the
Government's policies.2 to stamp
something as being a particular
type of thing. The recent win
stampd him as a useful member
of the team.

ttance a Btance on a particular
matter or problem. She isprepared
to recant her stance on women's
rights.

stend I to stand at a particular
level or amount. The world record
stands at 2 hours 57 minutcs and
30 seconds. 2 to stand by someone.
Ifthey try to make you resign,
we'll stand by you. 3 to stand by a
decision or agreement. It is a very
clear law, and I stand by it.4 ta
stand for something: to tolerate it.
I won't stand for any more ofyour
disobedience. S to stand for
something: to represent it. T.E.C.
stands for Technical Education
Certificate.G to stand for an idea
or belief: to support it. We stand
for a single, undivided Russia.T to
stand for a particular post or
position: to apply for it. Anthony is
standing for election as an
independent candidate. 8 to stand
in for someone. Howe's big
momentcomes tomorrow when he
stands in for Margaret Thatcher.
9 to stand out against something
you disagree with or for
something you approve of. The
major banks are standing out
against raising the limit... The
union decided to stand out for its
originil claim.l0 to stand up for
someone or something. ...a
profession which has a duty to
stand up for the citizen. ll tn
stand up to a lot ofuse, damage,
pressure, criticism, and so on. ?he
charge that we had ignored them
just does not stand up ta scrutiny.
12 to stand up to someone. WjII he
make a name tor himself by
standing up to the Prime Minister?

ltsp
Itlnf to stare at someone or

eomething. JoIrn was etafing at me
in honor and disblief,

rtart I to start ar something or
start offas Eomething. It started as
an expriment... We started ollas
a shelving busines in the U.K.
2 to start by or start off by doing
something. Any business executive
should start by onsideing the job
that neds ta bc done... I started oII
by buying youngpigB. 3 to start
with something or stsrt offwith
something. We start with basic
ideae such as trust... We wantcd ta
start off with a win. 4 to start on a
particular task. She has already
started on her next novel. S lhe
start of something. Interests ratcs
were lowered at the start oflast
summer.6 for a etart used to
show that there are many mone
things you could*y. I don't think
Bruno will win-he can't take a
punch for a start.

ttarvo to starve for something.
Even as they lorl,k, their eyes
starve for more.

starred be starved of something.
...people who have been stanted of
culture.

stetuto by statute. ?}esepowers
were conferred on the court by
statute.

rtoeped be steeped in a particular
characteristic or quality. flis
works, though steeped in Indian
culture, have universal appal.

stem to stem from a particular
situation. His illness stemmed
from bttling up his emotions.

atep I in step: walking witl'.
exactly the same steps as someone
else. They marched in sCep. 2 out
ofstcp: walking at a different rate
fromsomeoneelse. They
ucasionally bumrrd each other,
and fell out of step. 3 be in step
with an opinion or idea: have a
similar opinion. This government
is not in step with informed public
opinion.4 be out of step with an
opinion or idea: have a differcnt or
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3tick

unpopular opinion. It showed the
judge was out ofstep with recent
developments.

Stick I to stick at a particular
point or level. Inflation is likely ta
stick at about 6 per cent... We t'end
to stick at asserting the general
principle without discussing the
details.2 to stick by someone.
Despitc her husband's appalling
life ofcrime, she had stuck
faithfully by him. 3 to stick by a
law. rule, or principle. She is
determined that they shoild stick
by the policy.4 to stick to
something. There was no way he
could hope to stick to his original
plans now.5 to stick with
something or someone. We would
prefer to stick with our own
labelling system... Stick with me
and you'll be okay. 6 to stick out
for something you want. He stuck
out for twice the usual salary, and
got it.7 to stick up for someone or
something. He should have
thanked his father for sticking up
for him that way... I was too small
to stick up for my rights.

stock I to stock up on goods or
with goods. They stacked up on
petrol and sugar before the price
rises came. ,.,houses carefully
stocked up with food. 2 in stock.
Phone the office frrst and see what
they have instock. 3 out of stock.
He wanted cigarettes, but the cafe
had run out ofsbck.

3toP I to stop at a place. They were
shot after they had stnpped at a
checkpoint. 2 to stop someone
from doing something. fhr's did
not stop their supporters from
travelling to the match.

store be in rtore: be going to
happen in the future. The whales
seemed aware of the threat that
lay in store.

3tioot I on the street homeless.
...young teenage mothers lefb to
fend for themselves on the street.
2 in the etreet: outside. lV'fien
people meet a clergyman in the

street, they crcss over tn avoid
him.3 offthe etreete: buay and
not causing trouble. We've got to
keep youngsters offthe streets.

drcngth I the strength of
something. The employers have
underestimated the strength of
feeling in the docks... Se whether
it exceeds the etrength of stcel.
2 on the etrength of something:
using it as a justification. Sfie
wants ta b able to join them on
the strength of a British passport.
3 in strength: in large numbers.
They are expectcd to attend
Goodwood in stren3th.4 below
strength: weak or insufficient.
The UN monibring force is well
bdow strength.

3treaa I stress on something. ...a
greater stress on the humane
treatment of psychiatric patients.
2 under streas. The family cannot
cope under stress.

3tricken be stricken by something
or with something. ...the squalor
of a society stricken by poverty . . .

They were stricken with fear that
they might have been seen.

rtrictly be strictly for a particular
person or purpo*. The race is
strictly for amateurs. ...supplies
intended strictly for medical
purposes.

ttrikc 1 on strike. Drivers at the
bus depot went on strike for
twenty four hours. 2 to strike at
something or someone. ...a
calculated act to strike at the root
of religion.S to strike on a
solution, plan, or idea. He had tbr
once struck on a shrewd
judgement.

atrap to strip a person or thing of
something. The Praesidi u m of the
Supreme Soviet had stripped him
ofhis citizenship... He stripped his
speech ofall references to his
wound.

atravc to strive for something. You
strive for fame. and that is all part
of the deal.
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atrong be strong on something.
The University is strong on
outdur activities... He is strong on
prsonal morality and family
values.

atruck be struck by something or
wittr something. I was so struck by
the tcrrible anditions of our
neighbourc that I had to do
something about it... Her
conti ne ntal co unte rpa fis we re
sttuck with her change ofstyle.

atrugglc I to struggle for
something. We have a great
history ofstruggling for freedom.
2 a struggle for something. ...the
struggle for Russr'an unrty. S to
struggle with or againet someone
or something. The United Sbtes
continues ta struggle with external
deficits... They see themselves as
stru ggl i ng aga i nst i nsuperable
odds.4 a struggle with something
or against something. ...h1's well-
publicized struggle with drink in
his thirties. ...the struggle against
loneliness and destitution. S a
struggle between two people or
things. ...the struggle between
Gorbachev and Yeltsin. ...the
struggle between hope and
scepticism.

rtudded be studded with
something. The hut was studded
all over with stanes... This ballad
is studded with references to rock
and roll.

atudont a student ofa particular
subject. ...a student of philosophy
and |aw.

atudy I the study of something:
learning or research about it. ...the
study ofGerman culture and
language. 2 a study in something:
a detailed description or depiction
of it. His last book was'At Duty's
Call', a study in patriotism. 3 to
study for something. Sle rs
studying for a law degree at Keble
College.

rtuffed be etuffed with something.
The boxes were stuffed with ballot

rubotdinate

paprs. ...paetry stutfed with curd
chee*,

rtumblc I to stumble acnDaai on.
or upon something or someone. In
the aul of theirsr;archthey may
etumble across *methiag quite
ditfercnt... We thoughtwe had
stumbld on an IRA anns bat.
2 to stumble over something.
...parents who have stumbld over
toys left on the floor... He stumbled
over the wortg

.tylc I in a particular otyle. ?hey
all workd in the satne style... The
pre*nt abfuy is a smaller building
in the perpndicular style.2 Lhe
style of something. There is
growing bitterness at his style of
government.

Subcontllct to subcontract work
to a particular firm or
organization. Mintech
increasingly subontracted its
growing civil programme to the
privatc sectar.

subdiYide to suMivide something
into smaller areas, sections, or
parLs. The school had been
subdivided into eleven flats... We
now suMivide knowledge intn two
parts.

tubioct l/s4bd3rkt/ be subject to
something. The deal is subject to
approval by the Olfrce of Fair
Tfading. ?ssbdpkt/ to subject
someone to something. One
teacher said she would rather
break the law than subject her
pupils to a bst.

submelgo to submerge yourself in
a particular subject, or be
submerged in it. I was eager to
submerge myself in the feminist
movement,.. His inbrests were
tatally submerged in a prsll,nal
obsession.

3ubmit to submit to something.
They had to submit to a thorough
body sealch at the airprt.

aubordinato l/sabgdrnet/ be
subordinate to someone or
something. All other questions are
subordinate to this one.2
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subscribo

/sahadrncrt/ to subordinatc one
thing to another. ...an ideologY
that subordinates the individual to
the cause.

3ubacribe I to subscribe to an
opinion or belief. Today, he still
subscribes to the need for more
research.2 to subscribe to a
newspaper, magazine, or television
channel. This wiII enable you to
subscribe to powerful electronic
services.

subtorvicnt be subservient to
someone or something. ?he unions
are still considered to be
s u bserv ien t to manageme n t.

subai3t to subsist on a particular
amount ofmoney or type offood.
...a man who can subsist on a diet
of rice and fried eggs.

gub3tanco I the substance of
what someone says or writes. ...6he
style and substance of the debate.
2 in subetance. His Lordship had
no doubt that the submission was
in substance correct-

subatatutg I to substitute one
thing for another. A stretch of
piano wire was substituted for one
ofthe ordinary strings.2 a
substitute for something. There is
no substitutc for real talent.

subaumed be subsumed under or
within a larger group or class.
...products subsumed under the
anonymous label of 'British
meat'... The other two big firms
have been subsumed within
Barclays.

subtract to subtract one thing
from another. They will have to
subtract appropriate sums from
their budgets.

succeod I to succeed in doing
something. All counties are
expected Lo succeed in bringing
down inflation this year... To an
extent, they have succeeded in
their aims.2 to succeed someone
ae something. Lord Young
succeeded him as party chairman.

3uccetaaon a succession ofthings
or people. Tbey missed a

succession of god opportunities...
We had a succession of temporary
designers.

auccumb to succumb to
something. Some succumb to the
temptation to doze off during
seminars... There is some evidence
Lhat pigs can succumb to brain
disease.

luck to suck up to someone. .Ele's
been sucking up like mad to the
boss.

3uckod be sucked into an event or
situation. She found herself sucked
into one ofthe dirtiest legal battles
ofthe 1980s.

3ue I to sue someone for a civil
offence such as libel. ...Crawley's
attempt to sue a publisher for
libel... The company is being sued
for wrongful dismissa,l.2 to sue
for money or a divorce. Ile sued for
maintenance of t53,000 a month...
You must sue for divorce without
delay.

auffer to suffer from a disease or
illness. .Ele sullered from an
unacceptabl e le vel of n i ght
blindness.

.ufficient be sufficient for a
particular purpose. A majority of
seven jurors was sufrcient for a
verdict to be reached.

luffuied be suffused with light,
colour, or feeling. Tolstoy wrote
novels suffused with a sense ofthe
ultimate triumph of divine love.

3uggo3tion a suggestion of
something. He resists any
s ug gestion of ill- treatment.

auggestive be suggestive of
something. It makes a sound
which is suggestive of a mouth
organ.

auitable be suitable as something
or for a particular purpose; a
suitable thing for a particular
purpose or person. rts own
products are mainly desktop items
suitable as gills for men. ...one of
the last 18th century houses in the
City suitable for private
ecupation... It did not seem to b
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suitable attire for an appearance
in aurl. ...a suitable
entertainment for a sick boy.

suited be suit€d to or for a
particularjob or purpose. He was
best suited to casual labour... The
Eastern blx forces are
particularly suited for surprise.

rupor:mpoae I to superimpose a
word, drawing. symbol, or sound
on another. ...a T-shirt with a

clenched fist superimposed on a
Union Jack.2 to superimpose the
features or characteristics ofone
situation on another situation. ft
would be wrong to superimpose the
pattcrn of the East-West conflict
on the present problems.

supefaol be superior to someone or
something. The doctor considered
himself superior to most of the
peofle around him... Her sporting
knowledge was vastly superior to
that ofthe other guests.

suPorui3aon under supervision.
They will have the opportunity to
put these skills into practice under
suryrvision.

supplement I a supplement to
something. We can only provide
our service as a supplement to
i nter natio nal se rv ice s. 2 ta
supplement one thing with
another. I supplemented my diet
with vitamin pills.

supply I to supply something to
someone. ...contracts ta supply
electrici ty direct tn compan ies...
The note was supplied to the Press
but not the public. 2 to supply
someone witrh something. Tfiey
supplied the criminals with facts
about him.

Support in support of someone or
something. ...meetings in support
of Lith uanian i ndependence.

tule 1 be sure about something or
of something. The only thing we're
sure about is that it's a boy... Lamb
is one who can be sure ofhis place
in the team.2 for sure. She said
that her mother was lrish, but
nobody knew for sure.

suspicaon

rut{eit a surfeit of something.
They became insensitive to
suflering through a surfeit of
violence,

autge a surge in something or of
something. The eighties saw a
surge in military technology. ...a
surge ofenthusiasm.

autpriaod be surprised at
something or by something. She
was surprised at Hugo's
vehemence... I was surprised by
her reaction.

lufrender I b surrender to
someone or something. They were
allowed to return provided they
sunendered to the security forces.
2 the surrender of something. ...an
unwi tti n g su rrende r of pe ns io n
rights.

suffound to surround a person or
thing with something. ?Ie guarrds
surrounded him with a barrage of
umbrellas to protcct him... The
river broke its banks, surrounding
the hotel with water.

surrounded be surrounded by
something. The whole cake is
sunounded by a thick coat ofjelly.

survave to survive on something.
The crew had survived on ship's
biscuits and six quarts of rum...
Events ofthis scale cannot survive
on ideals and fantasies alone.

suicePtiblo be susceptible to
something There are two strains of
tropical fish tbat are susceptible to
cancer.

SuaPect /sespgkt/ to suspect
someone of something. .EIe rs one of
severil who suspcts them of
having links with the IRA.

Suapond to suspend someone from
a particular position orjob. ?welve
police offrcers were suspended front
duty alter being accused of
corruption.

luSpicion I under suspicion. IIe
was under suspicion for dishonest
conduct. 2 above suspicion;
beyond suspicion. The
Frmanent secretaries ate above
suspicion. ... young and determ i ned
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su3piciou3

lads who are morally beyond
sus-picion.3 a suspicion of
something. ...a perfumed broth
with chrysanthemum leaves and a

suspicion of lemon Erass.

suspiciout be suspicious of
someone or something. She had
been suspicious of the man who
had managd Mr Heath's
campaign... The refugees refused
to.jump down. suspicious of
officialdom.

swemPcd be swamped by
something or with something. IIis
question was swamped by the
general merriment of his
colleagues... We become swamped
with many religions and so do not
attach importance to any ofthem.

swaP I to swap one thing for
another. She recently swapped her
Nik Kershaw posters for Matisse.
Modigliani and Vermeer.2 to
swap something with someone
else. CharJotte swapped sLories
with another elderly )ady.

swarm to swarm with people or
animals. Many parts of Kiev are
swarming with police.

swathed be swathed in something.
His head was swathed in
bandages.

swear I to swear at someone. f was
old enough to swear at my mother.
2 to swear by something. Tourists
swear by Swiss Army socks.

swatch I to switch from one thing
to another. 79 per cent favoured
switching from atomic to wind
power.2 to switch with someone.
I'm on duty on Saturday but I')l
switch with one of the other men.

3ymbol a symbol of something or
for something. The bishop is a
symbol of Christ... Childrcn will be
asked to identifv the s.vmbols for
rain and snow.

symbolac be symbolic of
something. lL was s.vmbolic ot'
I' i n I a nd's grow i n g i ntyn'tance'.

symptthctac be sympathetic to or
towards someone or their ideas,
opinions, or beliefs. It seems that
many troops are sympathetic to
the popular insurrection... She had
ceased to feel sympathetic tawards
Helen.

symprthiz. to sympathize with
someone or their ideas, opinions,
or beliefs. He sympathizd with
her about the way reporters had
harassed her... She sympathized
with the stand taken by the
directors against the strikers.

.ympathy I sympathy for or with
someone or something; sympathy
between people. Most of us will
feel sympathy for all three
causes... You have to have
sympathy with the Football
Association because ofthe lack of
finance... Clearly, there was sr:rme
strange sympathy between this
boy and the bees. 2 in eympathy;
in sympathy with someone.
Mainland workers might strike in
sympathy... The decision was made
in sympathy with local residents.

3ymptom a symptom of
something. The row was a
symptom ofpublic anxiety over
education.

symptom.tic be symptomatic of
something. These problems are
symptomatic of the failure of care
within the community.

3ynchronita to synchronize one
thing with another. Astronomers
have tried to synchronize the
atomic clocks with the Earth's
spin... The rhythm was not
synchronized with the steps.

iynonym a synonlrm for a word.
'Totalitarian' is not always a
svnonym for'communist'.

avnonymoua be synonymous
with another word. idea, or thing.
'I'o some econom ists.'development'
seems [o be s.vnonymous with
'growth'...lhshion is no longer
s.ynon.ymous w ith .vouth.

204



T
tackle to tackle someone over

something or about something.
Mrs Thatcher will bckle President
Bush over repatriation...
Employers are to be tackled about
their approach to working women.

taintod be tainted with or by
something undesirable or
unpleasant. This Government is
demoral ised. incohe rent. and
tainted with corruption... Many
Hunlgarians consider him to be
tainted by his years of service in
the Communist Party.

tako I to take something frorn a
person or place. You are not
allowed to take food from the
dining room... The most wonderful
thing she had everpossessed was
being taken from her.2 Lo take
after a member of your family. IIe
took alter his grandfather where
character was concerned. S to take
against someone or something.
The Producer started taking
against Dan and the whole script.
4 to take to someone or something.
It was impossible to tell whether
he'd take to Rose or not... He took
to visiting her each week.5 to take
a duty or task upon yourself. Its
two leaders took it upon
themselves to solve the problem.
6 to take something out on
someone. They must realize the.t,
cannot take their anxieties out on
others- 7 to take someone up on
something. Weatherby took me up
on my offer.

taken be taken with someone or
something. Michael was
particularly taken with the clotted
cream.

talk I to talk about, on, orof
something. I've got lots of plans
but I can't talk about them yet...
Dr Pickering will talk on'Life at a
H i gher Education I nstitution'.
...men who had talked of
perfection, 2 to talk to someone.

tear

There'|| b no decision until I've
talkd to Charlie. 3 to talk down
to someone. She is no longer fuing
criticized for talking down to her
juniors.4 to talk someone into
doing something. He talked the
leaders into ending the uptising.
5 to talk someone out of doing
something. He allowed himself to
be talked out of giving a spech.

tElly to tally with something. ?fie
confessions and statements do not
tally with each other... The initials
tallied with those of the missing
man.

tampor to tamper with something.
The best advice is tn avoid
tampering with your diet.

tandem in tandem; in tandem
with something. He claimed that
violence and diplomacy wodd be
used in tandem... It was operated
in tandem with a small
conventional power station.

tantamount be tantamount to
something. The act was
tantamount to unconditional
surrender.

tap on tap. We've got allthe
information permanently on tap.

target I a target for something or
of something. Ormondroyd's
height made him an easy target for
unkind remarks... Students were
the prime targets of attack. 2 on
target. This puts him on target for
the world record.

taste I a taste of something.
...recruits who give up after a taste
of army life.2 a taste for
something She a cquired a taste for
wearing baseball caps.

tax to tax someone with something
they have done. I taxed her with
wi lful I v embraci ng feminism.

taxi by taxi. I suggest you come b.v
taxi to my friend's house.

team to team up with someone.
The singer first teamed up with
the ensemble five years ago.

toat I to tear at something. A pet
cat was tearing at his leg during
the interview.2 to tear into
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tears

sonreone. He reallv tore into me
about m,v work. 3 to tear someone
away from a place or activitv.
What a shame it was to tear Doll.v
awa.v fiom the pla.t'.

terru in tcars. He drd not resist
arrest and was led awa.v in tears.

teaae to tease information out of
someone. On tour. ever.vone will be
tr.ving to tease the name of the
man out of her.

tochniquo a technique ofor for a
particular activity or skill. Ianr
fascinated b.v the technique of
elect ro- form i ng meta [s... The
technique for this kind of
television is quite simple.

teom to teem with animals or
people. Those gieaming sur{aces
are teeming with bacteria.

telephone I by telephone. ?ie
threat was made on Thursda.v bv
telephone.2 be on the telephone:
be speaking to someone by
telephone. Some said it was not
wise to talk on the telephone. S be
on the telephone: have a
telephone in your home or office.
I'm not on the telephone at home.
but you can contact me at work.

televasion on television. Mr'
Voican was interviewed on
television.

toll I to tell someone about
something. Teachers are
encouraged to tell pupils about
occasions when the.v took the
wrongdecision.2 to tell one thing
from another. All cows look the
same to me. I can never Lell one
from another. S to tell something
from evidence or facts. You could
tell from the crowd's reaction thal
she was populat'.

tend to tend towards a particular'
feature or characteristic. T'he {irsl
hallot'the gante Lended Lowards
the tenLative.

torm I in particular terms; in
terms of somothing. In
urchaeological tt,r'ms. this i.s :r

spectacular lind... We lhink
conslilnll.v in tarnts ol'pcopla and

their needs. 2 on someone's
terms. He eyentually [orced her to
negotiate on his own Lerms.

tett I to t€st for something. ?he
eggs came from birds which had
not been tested {or salmonella.2 to
test someone on something. f will
test you on your knowledge of
tr'rench.3 to test a substance on a
person or animal. The vaccine has
been tested on gorillas... We only
test on volunteers.

tCitament a testament to a
particular characteristic. fact, or
achievement. Every millimetre of
this car is a testament to the skills
ofthe panel beaters.

te.tafY I to testify against
someone. Most of the surviving
witnesses could testify against the
suspects. 2 to testify for someone.
She will be asked to testify for the
defence. S to testify to a particular
fact or achievement. An
archaeologist testified to its
probable authenticity... Fresh
shells testified to the recent
murder of four peasants.

toStimony a testimony to the
quality ofa thing or person. ?he
successful breeding record is a
testimony to the contentment of
the animals in the zoo.

theorize to theorize about
something or on something. Ile
refuses to theorize about his music.
...theorizing on the ps.vchology of
the fox.

theory in theory. In theor.v. all
schools should b.v now be
integratcd.

thick be thick with something. ?he
air was thick with black smoke.

think I to think of or about
someone or something. It had to be
done. Think ofall we learned fiont
it... He should tafte s.ome time oll'
and think about his next mov<'.
2 to think back over something in
the past: to think back to
something in the past. Il gives.vou
an opportunitv to lhink back ovt,r'
Ihc.vcar... No-onc *'truld cyr,r'
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know how olbn he thought fuck to
thet balony in the $uth of
Frane.

thant I a thirst for something. In
the rcugher pfis of Kingstan, the
thint for rcvenge is intense.Z tn
thirst for Eomething. ?iey are
thirating for succe*s.

thhtty be thirsty for something.
...wolves, thinty for blod.

thnll in thrall. Her singing always
held the audiencc in thtall.

thraat I underthreat
Rubbrwnd is one of the few
trcpical hardwds not under
thrcat.Z a thrcat to someone or
something. Tourism is not the
woret thrcat to the Alp. 3 a threat
of something. ...the thrcat of
i ncread E urupan amptition.

thlcatcn to threaten someone
with something. The *hul was
threatc nd w i th closure.

throrhold on the threshold of
something. Nick Faldo is on the
thrcshold of winning the
Championship.

thrill to thrill to something. ?he
audience thrilled ta the comp*r's
wilful disruption of rhythm.

thrivc to thrive on something. ffe
seems to thrive on controYersy.

throw I to throw something at
someone or something you want to
hit. I threw a bot at him.2 to
throw something to someone, for
them to catch. I threw the script
across to Beaumont and said'I
must do this play.'3 to throw
money, energy, or regources into
something. Many women throw all
oftheir energies into a carcer.1 be
thrown back on your own power or
resources. They were thrown back
on their own diminished resources.

throwbeck a throwback to
something that existcd in the past.
...a throwback to the days when
heavy metai was dubbed 'dinosaur
rock'.

thrut to thrust something upon
someone or on 8omeone.
Institutions respond to the

title
respnsib i li ties thrust upn
them... ft was not for me to thrust
my viewson tlrcm.

thumb I to thumb through a book
or magazine. He cho* a Drok and
thumH thrcugh it quickly.
2 under someone's thunb:
controlled by them. $me tcachers
are very gd at keeping pupils
under their thumfu.

tlo I to tie with som€one in a
competition. Kaspmv tid with
his old enemy in the Vlorld Cup
tournamenL 2 to tie up with
something. Quations about the
nature of maxulinity arc tid up
with sprt.

tiod be tied to a particular subject
or opinion. One should never be
tiedtodogma.

tlmc I in tine: not late. A Iorry
came rcund the corner and could
not stop in tr'me. 2 in tine:
eventually. The amount of crdit
the customer gets will in time b
less than the anount invested.
3 on time at the correct time.
...customers who arc not paying
their bills on time.

tangad be tinged with a particular
feeling or colour. He was a man
with a great *nse of humour
tinged with a hint of
rnr'scfi ievousness. ...young leaves
tinged with brown and pink.

tangla to tingle wit} a particular
emotion. He could fer.l himself
ti ngl in g w ith excitement.

tinkcr to tinker wit} something.
He thinks that no one should
tinker with a prduct that actually
works.

taPtoc on tiptoe. They sttetchd
their arms and std on tiptae.

talt to tire of something or
someone. We soon bgan to tire of
sword/lsh with capr sauce.

tlrad be tired of something or
someone. I'm tired of aming home
ta an empty hou*.

tltlc the title of something such as
a book, article, or talk. ...che ironic
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tolerant
title ofhis ]ast album 'Middle
Class White Boy'.

tolerent be tolerant of someone or
something. Britain is becoming
less tolerant of violence.

tone to tone with something: to
tone in with something. IIat
carpet doesn't real)y tone in with
the curtains.

toPped be topped with something
or by something. ...a steel wall
topped with spikes... His six foot
frame was topped by freckled
features and a tuft of red hair.

total in t[[3,l. The animal is about
an inch long in total.

touch I in touch; in touch with
someone or something. National
television networks have been in
touch... Executives need to be in
touch with the office constantly.
2 out of touch; out of touch with
someone or something. He will be
a little out of touch, although he's
a rapid learner... He seems quite
out of touch with English life. 3 to
touch on a subject. The talks
concentrated on security, but also
touched on arms control.

tour on taur. ...the close fellowship
that comes from being on tour
together.

tout to tout for business or custom.
There are more than 60 companies
touting for the contract.

tow in tow. Our firm had the job of
taking the vessel in tow... He
arrived on Sunday with his
children in tow.

toy to toy with something. He had
quickly downed his first drink and
was to.ving with the second... I am
to.ving with the idea ofenlering
him in Lhe Gold Cup.

traco without trace. Ships were
wrecked. sunk, or lost without
trace.

trade I trade in a particular kind
of goods. ...the international trade
in counlerlbit drugs.2 to trade one
thing for another. He traded his
goats lbr a Mercedes car.3 to tlade
with someone. 'l'he.v have ccastd

to trade with the offending
countries.4 to trade on an
advantage that you have. IIe's
always been able to trade on his
name. 5 by trade. Previously a
saddler by trade, he now
concentrates on horses.

tradition a tradition of something.
There is a long tradition of health
research in Bath.

traffic to traffic in something,
especially drugs, weapons, or
stolen goods. ...gangs that traffic in
cocaine and ctack.

trailer a trailer for a film or
television programme. ...4n
extended trailer for his
forthcoming movie on Van Gogh.

train I by train. Bob travelled
across Europe by train.2 tn train
as something or for something.
Some students had opted to train
as actors or musicians... She
returned home to train for an
attempt on the world record.3 Lo

train a gun, camera, or light on
someone or something. Eight
remote control cameras were
trained on her as she spoke.

training in training. Tax rebates
were extended to all nurses in
training.

traitot a traitor to a country, group
of people, or particular belief.
Anyone using violence would be
seen as a traitctr to the cause.

tramplo to trample on someone,
their rights, beliefs, or hopes. ?hey
have trampled on every political
nicety to get their policies through.

transcript a transcript ofa piece
ofwriting, music, or speech. ?he
cost of a transcript ofthe
proceedi n gs is prohibiti ve.

tranifei to transfer from one
place,job, or method to a different
one. Dr Higgs transferred from
Middlesborough to a neo-natal
unit in Newcastle.

trln3form be transformed from
one thing into another. It's aboul a
twelve-year-old bo.v who wakcs up
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to find he's been transformed into a
thirty-year-old man.

trun3at in transit, The contcnts
had fallen out in transit.

transation the transition from one
thing to another. ...the transition
from rates to poll tax.

trrn3late I to translate writing or
speech from one language into
another. Her diaries have been
translated into English... It is yet
to be translated from the original
Urdu. 2 tn translate an idea or
desire into another form. I arrived
with a burning ambition to
translate fiction into reality.

trrnslation I a translation from
one state or form to or into
another. ...practice in translation
from the ancient Greek.
...marketing strategies and their
translation into profit... There had
previously been no reliable
Lranslation into French.2 in
translation. ...contcmporary and
classic plays in translation.

travesty a travesty of something.
It is surely a travesty of the
principles on which privatization
is based.

tnaSpaaS I to trespass on property
which belongs to someone else.
Supportcrs trespassed on the pitch
to join in.2 to trespass upon
someone's generosity, friendship,
helpfulness, and so on. May f
venture to trespass upon your
sense ofjustice?

tra.l on trial. They might prefer to
deport them than put them on
trial... It is the whole system of
interrogation that is on trial.

tribute a tribute to someone or
something. Everything Anna did
was a tribute to him. ...an
ambitious tribub to the ideals of
the French Revolution.

track to trick someone into doing
something. They have tricked the
public into believing their
promises.

trifle to trifle with someone or
something. Neither side should

tug
speak for Europe, or apryat ta
trifle with its intcrestE.

trim be in trim. All the principle
contendera are said to be in fine
trim.

ttaumph to triumph over someone
or something. He predicted that
the paple would triumph over
their desptic rulers.

troublc I in trouble. The hy had
been in trouble at home.2 the
trouble with someone or
something. The trouble with
Ludo's argument is that he ignores
the dangers... The trouble with
Jane is she never knows when to
stop.

tfuco a truce with someone or
between two people or groups.
Rebels had made a truce with the
regime. ...provided the truce
between the Chancellor and the
Prime Minister can be maintained.

truck by truck. We travelled by
truck ta the nearest ptrol station.

truo I be true ofor for something
or someone. This is true ofother
institutions as well... Prctending
to b someone else was god for my
shyness-the sa me is true for
many people.2 be true to someone
or something. Mr McGregor
remains true to the revolution.

trust I to trust in someone or
something. There is always a
future for those who trust in Him.
2 to trust someone with
something valuable. Can he be
trusted with matters of national
security?3 in truet Natu:e and
life have been given to us in trust.

try I to try for something. He tried
for a third win.2 be tried for a
crime. In a few weeks he will fu
trid for rap.

tube by tube: travelling on the
kndon Underground Railway.
It'll be quicker by tubr.

tug to tug at something. He tugged
at the metal handle. and it came
o[f in his hand.
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tumble

tumblc to tumble to something. I
soon tumbled to the fact that I was
wastingmy time.

tunc I to tune to a particular radio
station or tclevision channel. Ihe
ratings have dropped since people
startd tuning to CNN for news.
2 in tune: producing the right
notes. Not everyone sang in tune.
3 out of tune: producing the
wrong notes. It's a tiny bit out of
tune, but it's a lovely piano. 1 be
in tune with something: be
consistent with it or close to it. We
think this is more in tune with
what pople receive at home.5 be
out of tune with something: be
inconsistent with it or not close to
it. Mr Ashdown said Thatcherism
was out of tune with the times.

turn I to turn to someone for help
or advice. Poor and uninformed
women will turn to illegal
abortionists.2 to turn against
someone: to stop supporting them
and oppose them. Public opinion
turned against Hearst- 3 to turn
from one method, system, or
situation to another. Most farmers
had turned from crops to catile...
There is no excuse for turning to
violence.4 to turn something
from one state or condition into
another. He turned Barnham
from a company worth !5OO,0O0 to
one worth 298 milfon. 5 to turn
into something different or to
something different. .EIe is
concerned that the celebrations
could turn into riots... In another
month, the snow will turn to mud.
6 to turn on someone: to attack
them. Amir's dogs turned on their
mastcr and tore him to pieces. 7 to
turn on a particular thing: to
depend on it. The case_turned on
the confession of a mentdly
handicapped boy. 8 in turn:
following a particular sequence.
Five ministers in turn were
cornered and forced to listcn.9 in
turn: used to introduce something
connected with the previous thing.

The improvement in relations has
led in turn to a reduction in arms
sales. l0 outofturn: when
something happens at an
inappropriate time. There's no
penalty for playing a stroke out of
turn.

tu$le to tussle with someone or
something. Don't leave him
tussling with the longer sentcnces.

twaddlo to twiddle with
something. Do you fidget, or
twiddle with your hair?

type a type of something. This type
of accommodation is always in
short supply.

typical be typical ofa person,
situation, or thing. It is made from
wood and corrugated iron typical
ofa Russian country church... h
was typical ofhim to place Henry
Moore statues on his estatc.

unaccoptable be unacceptable to
someone. Nothing in that
statement is unacceptable to me.

unAccustomed be unaccustomed
to something. ...birds which are
u n acc usta med to p redators.

unacquainted be unacquainted
with something. ...people
unacquainted with the facts.

unaffocted be unaffected by
something. .. jobs which have ben
largely unalfected by the advance
of autnmation.

unafraid be unafraid of
something. The children were
str an gd y u nafraid of sha rks.

unrttractive be unattractive to
someone. He had long known he
was not unatttactive ta women.

unav!alabl. be unavailable for
something. Hearn was unavailable
for amment last night.

Unlwlna be unaware of
something. The President and his

U
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guests were apparently unaware of
the shooting.

unboknown unbeknown to
someone. Unbeknown to the rest of
the members, they had sold the
prcmises to the Ancasta Group.

unbutdcn to unburden yourself to
someone. [,et her unburden herse]f
to you-

uncertain be uncertain of
something or about something.
...people uncertain of their goals...
Gower has been uncertain about
his future in the game since his
dismissil as captain.

uncharactoriatic be
uncharacteristic of someone. ...a
gesture uncharacteristic of the
gentle Frenchman.

unclear b€ unclear about
something. I'm still unclear about
what he has actually done.

uncommatted be uncommitted to
something. Wendy, at this stage,
was uncommittcd to any one area.

unconcornod be unconcerned
about something or with
something. He was quite
u nconce r ned abo u t worldl y
success... Her comflaint was that
the meeting had been boring and
u n con cerned w ith issues.

unconnected be unconnected
with something else. ?he sale was
completdy unconnected with my
)'etirement.

uncon3ciou3 be unconscious of
something. They may be quite
unconscious of this need.

undocidod be undecided about
something. Nigel Mansell is still
undecided about his future in
motor racing-

undorstendang I an
understanding ofa subject. I
alread.v had a fair underctanding
of business practice.
2 understanding between two or
more people or groups. ...a project
Lo encourage understanding
belween the ruces.

unlquc

unCaay be uneasy about
something. Compan i es are
growing uneasy about the deldy.

uncqull I be unequal to an action
or task. ...international law being
unequal to the demands of mdern
connict.z be unequal to someone.
They cannot love women bcause
they have made women unequal to
themselves.

unfaar I be unfair to someone or
on someone. This is very bad for
the game, and unfair to the
players... To ban this hor* would
b most unfair on the owners.2 be
unfair to another person. I used tn
be very unfair to him.

unf.athful be unfaithful to your
partner. Is he the one who was
unfaithful to his wife?

unfrmilirr I be unfamiliar to
someone. The sounds of traffic and
the telephone are unfamiliar to
them. 2 be unfamiliar with
something. ...tho* unfamiliar
with mdern Germany,

unfit be unfit for a purpose, thing,
or person. This place is quite unfit
for food preparation... Women are
still considered unfit for priesthood
amongst most Protestants and all
Catholics.

unh.ppy be unhappy about with,
or at something. Both the
Government and the prcfession are
deeply unhappy about this report...
They were clearly unhappy with
the situation... *nior officp-rs arc
equally unhappy at the costs.

unimPraaaod be unimpressed by
something or with something. BiII
Rdgers had brcen unimpres*d by
thei r performance... He
pronou nced hi mse I f un i mpressed
with the opration.

unantcltatd be uninterested in
something. H is ptospct i ve
employers s€f;,med unintcrcstd in
his academic background.

uniquo be unique to a particular
thing, person, or place. ...thal
blend of pity and amdy that is
unigue to Irish writers.
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unt30n

uniron in unison: together. The
crowd groaned in unison.

unitad I be united in an activity or
opinion. Both parties were united
in opposition to the scheme.2 be
unitBd with something. Young
Herxhel spent some months in
England, then unitd with
Hanover under King George the
Third.

unkind be unkind to someone.
fumetimes they were very unkind
to me,

unknown be unknown to
$)meone. His identity was
unknown to anyoie else.

unload to unload something
unwelcome onto someone else. ?o
unload all the blame onto
Spaniards would be wrong.

unplepared be unprepared for
something. She was quite
unprepared for the sape ofthe
problem.

unrolstod be unrelated to
something else. Doctors said his
condition was unrelated to his
riding career.

unleSponiive be unresponsive to
something or someone. ...a
government unrespnsive ta their
needs-

untatitfiod be unsatisfied with
something.,.. if you are unsatisfied
with your doctor's advice.

un3uitable be unsuitable for
something; an unsuitable thing
for something. Goats will eat
vegetation unsuibble for sheep...
This made the hall an unsuitable
room for meals.

unauitod be unsuited to
something. I was totally unsuited
to the profession.

untuno I be unsure ofyourself.
Then I thought about my'plan'
and no longer felt unsure of
my*lf.2 be unsure of something
or about something. People were
unsure ofwhat was happening...
Woodward was unsure about the
rules on disclosing sources ta the
executive editor.

unttoubled be untroubled by
something. But Hunter appeared
untroubled by doubts ofany kind.

unuaod /^niu:st/ be unused to
something. Mr Folland is unused
tn publicity.

unwclcomo be unwelcome to
Eomeone. Y estcrd ay's dec I aration
will be unwelcome to Mr
Gorbachev.

unworthy be unworthy of
something or someone. ...a story
which Stcvenson himself evidently
considered unworthy of
publication... Let us stifle all
thought of hypurisy, which would
b unworthy ofus.

upholatered be upholstered in a
particular material. ?he seats
were upholstered in soft leather.

uproot to uproot someone from
their home. It is a much bigger
decision for someone to uproot
himself from his native land.

uPset be upset by, about, or at
something. They were upset by the
poverty they saw... Sfre seems
upset about something... Residents
are upset at the prospect of losing
their library.

uplhot the upshot of a series of
events. fhe upshot of this episode
was tbat we had to make a choice
between Ari and Liz.

upaunge an upsurge in something
or of something. ...an upsurge in
medical neg)igence cases. ...the
)atest upsurge of v i ol ence.

unge I an urge for something. ?his
issue indicates the underlying
urge for conformity amongst
youngsters.2 to urge something
on or upon someone. Frank had
another reason for urging caution
on them both.

ute l/ju:z/ to use something as a
particular thing. ...leaders wio use
citizens as pawns. 2/ju:s/ the use of
something. ...the excessive use of
force by the police. 3 a use for
something: a way in which it can
be used. A proper use for the site
might well be as a librar.v. 4 be of
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ure: be useful. As in golf, general
coaching would be of slo,me u*.
5 in uae: being used. ...the variety
ofdi[ferent aircraft in use in
NATO air forces.

uad /iu:s, be used to something.
Mature politicians are used to
dealing with ttese issues.

uaclul be useful for doing
something; be useful to someone.
Bleach is u*ful for cleaning any
surface that it will not damage. ...a
college where they will meet
people who will be useful to them
later on.

v
Yacrncy a vacancy in a particular

organization for a particularjob.
...an unexpectcd vacancy in the
departme nt. ...advertising a
vacancy for the pst of information
officer.

vlcrtaon on vacation. I'm here on
vacation.

Yrccinato to vaccinate someone
against a disea*. Most of them
were vaccinated against hepatitis.

vaguo b€ vague about something.
Even the best artists tended to be
vague about the details.

Yrin in vain. But iis ellorts were in
vain: England lost.

vrluo of value. Nur*ries are only
of value for women with pre-school
children.

Yararnca be at variance with
something. ...views totalllt at
variance with the antemporary
climate of opinion.

vrdrnt a variant of something or
on something. Each of the*
countries has evolved its own
variant of democrac.v. ...this
variant on medieval practice.

Yrriataon I a variationof
something or on something: a
di{ferent form. Snakes that live in
sandy deserl havc'developed a

uictory
variation of this technique... They
can b rcgardd aa variations on
two extreme world views.2 a
variation in aomething or of
something: a change. ...short-term
veiletions in temperature. ...a
novelist's instinctive variation of
moodandtemp.

vrracty I avarietyofthinge. The
allege library had a wide variety
of fuke.2 a variety of something:
a particular type of it. ...a new
variety of ptato.

YalY to vary wi0r or according to
changing facton. The alour of the
fruit varies with age... Charges for
most belephone calle vary
according to distance and time of
day.

vehiclc a vehicle for something.
The orchestra should b a vehicle
for the music, not vice versa.

Ycnt to vent your feelings on
someone. ...so that the audience
could not vent their anger on
individuals.

vcrdlct someone's verdict on
something. My verdict on the
*ries: splendid.

Yarge I on the verge of
something. The club was on the
verge ofbankruptcy.2 tn verge on
or upon something. ...an
atunosphe re of i nd i x ipl i ne ve rgi n g
on lawlessness.

vcrrcd be versed in something.
She was not well versed in labur
relations.

Yailaon a version of something. ...a
far more amusing version of the
geme.

Ycatcd be vested in a person or
group. Hitherto, respnsibil ity had
been vated in prcfesional
administrabrs.

vlclnlty in the vicinity of a place.
...a man who had *en them in the
vicinity of the wtreckd otfrces.

victory a victory for someone or
something, over or againrt an
opponent. The outcome of the
dispub has bn *en as a victoty
for the employers. ...his 6-4 victory
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over Stcve Davis. ...their
amprehensive victory against the
faded champions.

Yie to vie with someone for
something desirable. Three people
arc vying for the pst of chairman.

view I in someone's view: usd
when giving someone's opinion. In
my view, Jetlerxn wrute rather
less well than he talked.2 in view
of something: taking it into
consideration. He could hardly be
expected to do more in view ofthe
rcsistance he faces. 3 be in view:
be visible. Our hands are more
olten in view than our feet. 4 be
on view: be displayed. Ilis aim
was to put the entire allection on
view to the pubDc. 5 with a view
to doing something: used when
stating a purpose. She had rented
a huge house with a view to giving
Iessons there.

Yiewpoint from a particular
viewpoint From the spctator's
viewpoint it is a tedious strategy.

Yirtuo by virtue ofsomething:
because of it. Adolexents now, by
virtue of their new-found economic
pwer, dicbted fashions in
everything.

virible be visible to someone. ?hey
sit in a circle, from which the
blackfuard is visible to everyone.

vition someone's vision of
something. ...an outsider's vision of
the West.

vatat I a visit from someone. fsoon
received my seond visit from the
police.2 to visit with someone:
used in American English. IIe ftad
not visited with the rascal since
1946.

virltor a vieitor to a place or from
a place. ...Czechoslovak visitors ta
Hungary and Poland... Each year,
500,0O0 visitnrs ftom all over the
world flock there.

vital be vital to or for something or
someone. ...those students most
vital tn our economic future. ...a
new trade agteement vital for the
auntry's ai I ing @conomy.

Yoguc be in vogue: be popular.
...the gmtasque style which was
then in vogue.

Yoacc a voice in a matt€r. ft is
unacceptab)e that I should have no
voice in the political alfairs of my
own country.

volltion of your own volition. Sle
didn't go down there ofher own
volition.

voluntoei to volunteer for
something. He was always
volunteering for the more
dangerous dayti me patrols.

Yote I to vot€ for a candidate or
proposal you like or against one
you do not like. Only 21 per cent
said they would vote for Mrs
Thatcher... The people had votcd
against change. 2 to vote on an
issue. ?hey}ave until 23
November to vote on the proposal.

Youch to vouch for someone or
something. Having played
alongside him at Rochdale, I can
vouch for his ability.

voucher a voucher for something.
...a voucher for air travel.

vulnoiablo be vulnerable to
attack, damage, or something
unwanted. Commercial television,
they claimed, would be less
vulnerable to political pressure.

W,X,Y,Z
wode to wade through lots of

writing. ...wading through the
inevitable mass of papr-work.

writ I to wait for someone or
something. I'm waiting for a
friend... He said that they were
still waiting for a reply from Mr
Waddington.Z to wait on people
in a restaurant: to serve them
their food. Lotd Derby had twenty
four people to wait on him at table.

wako to wake up to a fact.
Politicians should wake up to the
implication of this.
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wrlk I to walk away from a
situation or agreement. They are
prepared to walk awa.v from the
deal if the.v are faced with extra
demands.2 to walk away with a
prize. He walked away with $1,200
in cash.3 to walk in on someone:
to interrupt them. She was
carrying out his orders when her
mother walked in on her.4 to walk
off with something. My companion
had walked olf with m.y suitcase.
5 to walk out on someone: to
abandon them. She walked out on
Henry last Friday.

wrllow to wallow in a feeling or
situation. ...an actor who wallows
in the undeserved praise ofhis
colleagues.

wlnt I to want something from
someone or of someone.
Adolescents want guidance from
their parents... What do you two
want of me? 2 someone's want of
something: their lack of it. He
blamed himself for his want of
foresight. S for rvant of
something: because it is lacking.
He began to read, for want of
anything else to do. 4 be in want
of something: need, it. The night I
first saw him he was badly in want
of a meal.

war I a war with or against
another country. ...in the event of
an American war wilh a foreign
power. ...tbe war against German.v
and ltaly.2 a war against
something bad. ...the war against
starvation and disease.S be at
war; be at war with another
country or group. It's nearlv 200
vears since France was at war with
England.

warm to warm to someone or
something. Mr MacSharr.v warmed
to the idea.

warn I to warn someone of
something or about something. I
had been warned aboul the stunt...
He warned of ravenge attacks bv
residenls.2 to warn someone
against doing somothing. Bul

way

doctors have warned me against
stairs... Phillips warned against
complacency.

watY be wary of something or
someone or about something.
They have good reason to fu wary
of the media... Demmy said he was
wary about the proposal.

wlato to waste something such as
money or time on something or
someone. ...fear of wasting money
on a new idea.

warted be wasted on someone.
Advice is wasted on someone who
will not heed it.

wltch I to watch for or watch out
for something you might see. fle
began to read the papers. watching
for an announcement ofthe Volkov
concert. ...a growing need to watch
out for industrial pollution.2 to
watch over someone or something.
The wives took turns to watch over
the children.

wtvo to wave to someone or at
someone. Hanna waved to him and
he waved back... He smiled and
waved at them.

waY I a way of doing something.
...the fairest way of dealing with
the problem. 2 a way round a
problem. Such a move would seem
to be a sensible way round the
prob)em.3 by way of something:
used when explaining the purpose
of a statement. 'Gascoigne is a
competitor,' Terry Ve nables sa id
afterwards by way ofexplanation.
4 be in the way: be obstructing
someone. Ourjob is not to get in
the wa.v.5 in the way of
something: used to specify what
vou are talking about. Il.is sta//s
bring in little in the way of profits.
6 on the way3 on your way: in
the course ofajourney. Ile was
stopped for speeding on the wav
back from the g'ound... On my wav
Lo the parked car. I was set upon
b.v a gang ot.vouths. 7 be out of
the way: be finished or dealt with.
7'hc announcement could havc,
been de la.vad until lhe'b.v-elecliou
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wcak

was out ofthe wa.y. 8 be under
way: be happening. The digging
was well under way.

woak be weak on a particular
element. The fuok was weak on
fa ct a nd documentatio n.

weaknoaa a weakness for
something. She had a weakness for
garlic.

woan to wean someone off or from
something. After four months,
wean him off milk altogether.
...trying to wean people from
cigarettes.

woary I be weary of something.
...a financial journalist who one
day grew weary of writing abut
the economy.2 to weary of
something. He wearied of picking
her clothes up off the floor and
washing them.

wedded be wedded to a particular
idea. ...a party genuinely wedded
lo unrestricted free enterprise.

woigh to weigh on or upon
someone. I could still sleep at
night, however serious the
prob)ems weighing on me were.

welcome I welcome to
somewhere: used to greet someone
as they arrive somewhere or at the
beginning of an event. Welcome to
Texas... Good evening, and
welcome to the programme.2 be
welcome to something. We've got
eight hundred dollars between us
and you're welcome to it.

wost west of a place. Membury is
close to the M4. three miles west of
Hungerford.

what I what about someone or
something: used to ask a question
or make a suggestion. What about
a spot of lunch, Colone]?Z what of
someone or something: used to ask
a question. But what of the
poss i b I e c o n seq u e n c es?

wheedle I to wheedle something
out of someone . She frattered
Seery and wheedled money out of
him. 2 Lo wheedle someone into
doing something. He tried to

wheedle her into leaving the
house.

whine to whine about something.
My father never complained or
whined about his work.

whip to whip a person or group of
people into a particular state.
Speeches, slogans, posters and
chants whip@ the crowd inta a
warlike fever.

wink to wink at someone. On my
way back in the Underground, a
man winked at me.

wish to wish for something. He
wished for death.

withdraw to withdraw from a
place or activity. Steven Jones has
withdrawn from next weekend's
Great North Run in Newcastle.

withhold to withhold something
from someone. The President has
a legal duty not to withhold
material evidence from a grand
jury.

witneai I a witness to an event.
In some extraordinary way he had
been a witness to a tragedy.Z be
witness to something. ?hrs was
the first time I was witness to one
of his rages.

wonder I to wonder about
someone or something that is not
fully known. I'd always wondered
about my father.2 to wonder at
something surprising. One can
only wonder at children's nerves
and strength when this kind of
thing happens.

wotd a word with someone. Have
you had the chance ofa word with
Lonnie yet?

work I to work for an employer or
at a place or organization. fle has
moved to Worcester, where he
works for a medical firm... Mr
Cooper now works at the
Ok lahoma Transpl ant Institute.
2 to work as a type of worker.
...the hospital where sbe worl<s as
a nursing sister. S to work for or
towards a particular thing. ?hey
also work for international peace...
They have been working towards
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the long term development of their
oil sector.4 to work with a person
or group of people. I enjoyed
working with Hikhcock. he was a
great.ioker.5 to work on or at
something. We are working on
new drugs for the treatment of
Park i nson's di sease... Someone
must have worked at it with a
crowbar.6 to work with or in a
particular substance. People who
have never worked with steel have
trouble understanding this... He
always works in oil paints.T to
work through a problem or
difficulty. They work through a
series ofissues a nd problems with
key employees. E to work yourself
into a particular state. She was
working herself into a rage about
his attitude. I to work yourself up
to doing something. A group of
girls excitedly work themselves up
to going on some wild diet.lO to
work up to a particular amount or
level. She recommends starting
with a teasryonful or less and
working up gradually to 2 or 3
tablespoonfuls.

worm to worm information out of
someone. The truth had been
wormed out of him by his lawyers.

worried be worried about
someone or something. Ile is
worried about his reputation.

worlT to worry about someone or
something. I used to sit and worry
about my future.

worth a particular amount of
money's worth of something. ?hev
stole fifty thousand dollars' worth
of equipment.

wofthy be worthy of someone or
something. I've proved m.vself
worthy ofyou... The party had
reformed itselI and was now
worthy ofsupport.

wrungle to wrangle with someone
over something. Negotiators were
wrangling wilh the Coal Board in
an eflbr t to raise wages... The.v
wrangled over whost'turn it was lo
do thc washing up.

wrong

wTap 1 to wrap something in a
covering or to wrap something up
in a covering. I tiptoed across the
yard with the took wrappd in a
plastic bag... My hair is wrapped
up in a towel, because I'vejust
washed it.2 to wrap a covering
round or around something. He
had a paper napkin wrapped round
his glass.

wrappod up be wrapped up in a
particular person or thing. Like
many isolated pople, they are
wrapped up in themselves.

wrcathod be wreathed in
something or with something. Tfte
dawn was pale, the sun wreathed
in mist. ...a cross wreathed with
roses.

wrettla to wrestle with someone
or something. ...the biggest
problems the world's car
manufacturers have had to wrestle
with since their pioneering days.

wrigglo to wriggle out of a task or
duty. I can't manage to wriggle out
ofaccompanying my parents to
Europe.

wring to wring something out of or
from someone or something. ...the
last possible advantage to be
wrung out of this meeting... Nor
could he wring from her any
information as to where she had
been.

wrate I to write to someone. Ken
Morgan wtote to me this month
and I shall bc replying soon.2 tn
write something into a contract or
agreement. The new arrangements
have been written into the
agreement. S to write offto a
person or organization. Why don't
you write olfto Sussex University
and ask for their prospectus? 4 to
write someone or something offas
a particular thing. He was written
olf as a wet liberal.

wnong be wrong with someone or'
something. What's wrong with
being popular?
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yealn

yearn to yearn for something. We
yearned for beauty, truth. and
meaning in our lives.

Vell to yell at someone. Look-let's
stop yelling at each other.

yield to yield t,o someone or
something. Radio has long been

under pressure to yield to
tr-levision.

zcfo to zero in on something. TDe
missile then zeros in on the target.

zoat a zest for something. They
have nothing in common except for
an invincible zest for survival.
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