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r. God's Best Friend

Long ago, about 4000 years ago, in a
faraway place called Ur in Iraq, a

child was born whose name was

Abraham or Ibrahim. He was so

gracious, tender-hearted and pure in
faith that Allah gave him wisdom

when he was still a child. Allah was

so pleased with him that he made

him His best friend.
'V7hen Abraham grew up, he

became a great prophet, and preached

the truth and God's message in his

country. Later he travelled to Syria,

Palestine and Egypt.
'V7hen 

a beautiful son was born

to his wife Hagar, Abraham was

ordered by Allah to travel towards

what we now know as Mecca along

with his wife and the little child,

whose name was Ishmael or Ismail.

They all travelled for a long time till
they reached a lonely, barren valley,

near two small hills called Safa and

Marwa.

;.{ How Abraham Came to Know Allah 
iD>'l<< 

\Uhen Ahraham was born, the people worshipped stones and statues. 
i

iQ Even when Abraham was still a child he wondered why.-\When he asked his 
i

UD father, Azar, it only angered him. One day, when Azar and the other towns- 
i

N people were away, Abraham took an axe and broke all the idols in the public 
i'{<4 tempLe except the biggest. W'hen the people discovered this, they asked 
;

DX Abraham, "Who has done this?" i

f$ "Ask the biggest idol," Abraham replied calmly. "W'hy do you worship 
i

KtthingswhichCannoteventa1k,moVeorunderstand?,,Thepeop1ewerespeech-
Y< Iess, bur the urge to do what thel found their lathers doing was so strongly 

I

e> implanted in them that they could nor understand Abraham's message. They 
I

;<S became furious. and tried to kill him. i

Y< Abraham's desire ro find the truth grew. One nighr. while observing the i

q sky. Abraham noticed a particularly bright star. "This is my Lord," he said. 
I

DX But when it ser, he said: "l do not love thar which fades." Alter the same 
I

Kl experience with the moon and the sun, Abraham announced: "I will turn my 
!

W fu." to Him who has created the heavens and the earth, and live a righteous r

Ri 
lifer I am no idolater" \al-An'am,6:75-79\.
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Abraham asked his wife to

stay near one of the hills along

with the little Ishmael, and

started to go away. His wife

protested, "\7hy are you lea

us alone here? Are you leaving

ordered you to do so, then He

will not let us die."

us here to die?" But Abraham . * ,,
_ 

:1 *f'l''; ..:t,

replied, "My Lord has li-, ',i - --="r,.,j+,'.t ,i;

commanded me to do this." ,, " 
_.,_

Then Hagar, breathing a sigh of ;,.

relief, said: "If Allah has

Maqam lbrahim or the Station ol Abraham

stands near the Kabah. Following the Quran,
pilgrims offer Iwo rakat prayers here.

Travels of the
Prophet Abraham

Abraham, who was born in B.C.1861 in
IJr, was a great prophet. \X/hile he was still
a youth, he began to preach to his people to
worship one God, but they refused and
continued to worship many idols. When
Abraham persisted, the people, including his

father, turned against him. He didn't want
a fight with them, so Abraham left his

home town and travelled to Syria, where he

preached the message of Allah. Later on,

with God's guidance, he travelled to
Palestine and Egypt, finally settling down in
Arabia.

Abraham was tested by Allah. Every
time he succeeded in the test and his trust
in God was strengthened. Along with his

son Ishmael, Abraham laid the foundation
of the Kabah and dedicated the House
to God, praying:

"Our Lord, accept

this from us!

You are all-hearing, all-seeing."

(al-Ba4arah,Z:lZ7).

!l
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z. The MifaCle Of ZamZam with thirst and the mother was

After a while, baby Ishmael began to

cry for water. But there was not a

single drop of water to drink. Hagar

ran helplessly from one hill to another,

but there was no water, nor any

human being to give her water.

As the baby was crying desperately

running from one mountain to

another, Allah caused a miracle-a

spring gushed forth beneath the feet

of Ishmael. 
'$7hen Hagar saw this

from a distance, she shouted,

"Zamzam" the sound made by

rushing water in the Babylonian

language.

Hagar came running and gave

some fresh spring water to the thirsty

r

Signs of Allah
The two small hills, Safa and Marwa,

symbolize patience and perserverance. One of

the pilgrim's most important activities is ti're

sd') - walking srviftly between them seven

times. Sa'y means to struggle, or to do

strenuous exercise.

It makes us remember the struggle of
Hagar in the desert, rushing anxiously from

hill to hill, trying to catch sight of a caravan

that r.vould have water for her dying child, and

how suddenly from one hill she saw a spring

gush forth near her child's feet. Allal-r had

provided for her and her son.

Today the two hllls are fully enclosed

within the Sacred Mosque, and pilgrims make

the seven rounds down mosaic tiled corridors.

As shorvn in the pictr-Lre, the ailing and

disabled are wheeled in chairs down an aisle

behveen the corridors.

The walkway

between the two

hills, Safa and

Marwa.

lt: I
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child to drink. And so his life was

saved. This spring later on became

famous as Zamzam.

Ishmael and his mother began to

live in the valley and, because of the

Zamzam spring, more people

gradually came to settle there, slowly

building up a small town, which was

later called Mecca.

From time to time Abraham

would visit Mecca to meet his family,

especially to see his young Ishmael

growing up in the beautiful

surroundings of nature-in a new

town in a lovely valley surrounded by

hills, away from the crowded cities

whose inhabitants at that time were

mostly idol-worshippers.

The Sacred Zamzam

Zamzam is the name of the well in the
courtyard of the Great Mosque in Mecca.
Pilgrims to Mecca drink the water of Zamzam
which has a special sacredness; some believe it
has healing properties. The Zamzan water is a

symbol for the basic truth, that when all seems

lost, God is still present, with healing and life
for the soul. After the exertion o{ the tawaf and
sa'y most pilgrims drink Zamzam and relax at
the nearby Zamzam area. Pilgrims drink
Zamzam throughout their stay in Mecca and
often rake home small flasks and jerry cans as

souvenits for friends and relatives who are

unable to make the Hajj themselves. Today,
Zamzam water is pumped out in channels and
provided through taps fitted in the Zamzam
area, which is accessible in underground
galieries reached by a flight of steps near the
Kabah. Men and women have separate

entrances.

Access to

lhe Zamzam

area.

:,

\r \l
r \\ 'r'.\ \',
- ti

'
I
I

)

l



3. A Special Dream

One night, Abraham dreamt that he

was sacrificing his son, Ishmael. This

was an order from his Lord. Ishmael

was still a child, but Abraham told

him about his dream. Ishmael was a

brave boy. He was readY to obeY the

command of God, who had created

him. So, without hesitating, he said

to his father, "Do what you are

commanded, father. God willing, You

will find me one of the steadfast."

Abraham took his son awaY to

sacrifice hlm. As he reached a Place,

which is now known as Mina-a
valley near Mecca-Satan aPPeared

The valley of Mina, where the incident of the Sacrifice occuned'

During the Hajj, pilgrims gather here to complete lhe rites of stoning'

i -r,'
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and tried to dissuade him. Abraham

picked up a few small stones and

threw them at Satan. Little Ishmael

and his mother did likewise.

As Abraham took a knife to

sacrifice Ishmael, Allah sent the angel

Gabriel (Jibril) with a ram. "Sacrifice

this ram. Do not sacrifice Ishmael,"

said Gabriel to Abraham.

Allah was so pleased with the

readiness of Abraham to sacrifice his

beloved son, that He commanded the

believers to observe this day as

Id al-Adha, or the Feast of Sacrifice.

Every year Muslims sacrifice an

animal in remembrance of
Abraham's trust in Allah.

The Feast o{ the Sacrifice: Id al.Adha

The great act of the Prophet Abraham is remembered by all Muslims every year

on the 10th Dhul Hijjah, the day which concludes the main rites of the Hajj.
Those on the Hajj perform the same animal sacrifice as Abraham did. For Muslims

all around the world, this is done after the Id prayer.

It is usually performed by the head of a household, who states the proper ritual
intention (niyyh) and the names of rhe person or persons on whose behalf the

sacrifice is being made. As it is being done, the words: "Blsmillah, Allahu Akbar" are

uttered.

The meat is roughly divided into three parts, one for the poor, one for relatives,

neighbours and friends, and one for the family who sacrifice the animal. In some

countries there are organizations which perform this service on behalf of individuals
and the meat is dried up and distributed to the poor.

The Feast of Sacrifice reminds believers of the readiness of the Prophet Abraham
to give up his most beloved son. Likewise, on this day believers reaf{irm their belief
in Allah and pledge themselves to parting with their precious belongings, if there is

a need for it.The Quran describes these sentiments in the following verse: "Truly,
my prayers, my sacrifice, my life and my death all belong to Allah, the Lord of the

tl



+. Building the Kabah

Ishmael grew up a strong and loving

youth. Abraham and Ishmael were

ordered by Allah to build the House

of God-the Kabah in Mecca. They

took stones from the nearby hills and

started to work. For this sacred land,

Abraham prayed, "My Lord, make

this land secure, and provide its

people with fruits, such of them as

believe in Allah and the Last Duy."

As Abraham and Ishmael laid

the foundation, they prayed, "Our

Lord,'accept this from usl You are

kw"

dffi tn" Sacred House
'l ,X Following the words of the Quran:
#,j "Tut.r your faces towards the Holy

Mosque, wherever you be, turn your faces

towards it" (al-Baqarah 2:144), over a

quarter of the world's population from
around the globe orient themselves

towards the Kabah in prayer. It was the

{irst shrine built for the worship of the

One God.
Neither the Kabah nor the Black

Stone are objects of worship: they are

symbols (shaairullah) providing a focal

point for the unity of all Muslims. The

Quran also calls it al-Bayt al-Atrq (the
Ancient House), al-Bayt al-Haran and
al-Bay al-Muharram (both meaning the

.l
i

It is towards the Kabah

that, five times every day,

more than a quarter of the

world's population turn

themselves in prayer.

1
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the All-hearing, the All-seeing."

They further prayed, "Our Lord,

make us submissive to You, and

make our offspring a nation

submissive to You and show us our

ways of worship." Th-ey also pr4.yed

for a prophet to be born in their

family, who would teach wisdom to

the people and purify their faith.

Their prayer was answered many

years later, when the Prophet

Muhammad was born to their

descendants.

The Black Stone

At the eastern corner of the Kabah,

about 5 feet above the ground, there is an

oval black stone of about 18 cm in diameter

fixed in the wall. It is enclosed in a silver

frame and is known as al-Hajar al-Aswad, or
the Black Stone. This stone was originally set

there by the Prophet Abraham, and is the

only relic of the original building.
For this historical reason, the Prophet

Muhammad showed a great fondness for this

stone by kissing it. It is the only thing the

Prophet Muhammad kept intact when he

removed all the idols and reclaimed the

Kabah for Allah in 630 e.o.

Following the tradition of the Prophet,

the pilgrims of today also kiss and touch it, or

if ir is too difficult ro get near it, just gesture

with their hand while going around the

Kabah in Hajj and umrah.

Once the Caliph Umar stood in front of
the stone and addressed it in these words: "l
know quite well that you are nothing bur a
stone which can do neither good nor evil.

Had I not seen the Prophet Muhammad
kissing you, I would have never kissed you."

..,]



s. The First Call to

Abraham was ordered by God to clean the

Kabah for those who came there to pray, and to

call people to Hajj: "Call all people to make the

Pilgrimage. They sha1l come to you on foot and

on the backs of swift camels; they shall come

from every deep ravine."

W
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Architecture of the Kabah

Made of grey stone taken from the surrounding

hills qf Mecca, the Kabah is a rectangular building,

forty feet in length and thirty ftve feet in width. Its wall

are about fifty feet high and it is raised on a one foot

high marble base called shadharwmt. Its corners are

known as arkan. The eastern corner is called al-rul<n aI-

aswad, after the Black Stone, fixed on this corner. The

other three corners are named after the countries they

face. The southern corner, facing Yemen, is cailed al-

rul<n al-Yamanl; the northern corner, facing Iraq, is

called al-rul<n al-Iraqi; and the western corner, facing

Syria, is called al-rul<n al-Shnami. Inside the Kabah there

are some wooden pillars which support the roof. The

walls and the floor are covered with marble.

A thick semi-circular wall of white marble about

three feet high runs from the north to the west corner

of the Kabah without being connected to it. This is

known as al-Hatim. At some time in the past this semi-

circular space was a part of the Kabah, hence it enjoys a

very special status. People pray two rakah inside it, as

if they were praying inside the Kabah. Tawaf ls

performed from

the outside of this

wall and, while

the lmam leads

the prayer, it is
.l

not permlsslble to

orav inside it. \
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And so Allah made it obligatory for every Muslim
male and female to go for Hajj once in a lifetime,
provided their means and health permitted. Hajj is one

of the five pillars of Islam.
Since then believers from every part of the world go

to perform Hajj from the Sth to the 13th of the Islamic
month of Dhul-Hijjah. They go to fulfill the command
of their Lord and to remember the great act of the
Prophet Abraham.

Door of the Kabah

The door of the Kabah

is on the northern side.

some seven feet above the

ground level. It is usually

covered with a curtain
similar to the klstua, but

called the burqa (the vetl).

It also bears passages from

the Quran. lThen the

door i. opened for cleaning.

etc, a staircase (midraj) on
wheels is fixed up to the

door. .";;. ' i''

I
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o.The Prophet Muhammad's Hujj

Ten vears after his migration from

Mecca to Medina, the Prophet

Muhammad performed his Hali,

which came to be known as the "Hnjj

of Farewell." The Prophet told his

followers: "Learn how to perform

Hajj, as after this year I may not

'. '!

'i

i

JT

perform it." As the news spread

around, people from Medina and

nearby areas started assembling there

to accompany the Prophet.

On the afternoon of Thursday,

24 Dhul Qada, 10 AH, the Prophet

mounted his she-camel and set out

for Mecca. A huge crowd of people,

over 1 00,000 in number,

accompanied him. Jabir, a

Companion of the Prophet, said, "I
could see people as far as my eyes

could see." On the way more people

joined the caravan.

*C'
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.il/hen the Prophet reached a Hajj caravans

place called Dhul Halifa, he spent the Prior to the age of motor vehlcles and airplanes'

night there and in the morni.,g,ooi [,:"#:iT1,fi{*tl*l?.[";ffi1*J1
a bath and put on ihrAmr'the almost two months crossing the Sinai Desert, risking

"' anack by bandits. Other caravans assembled in
pilgrims' dress made up of two Damascus, and those rravelers journeyed for as long

as thirq' daYs to Mecca'

. ...1 .t..--- -. I .l : l.-^l- cities,some6000pilgrimsrravellinginonegroupnormal oress ancl cover tnelr neaos- rv vv v vr Lrrvrr 
: under the command of an amir al-hajj, :Jte leader of

with a scarf). the pilgrimage. who was like a ship's caprain. The

Afterwards he moved towards fl'#:'H.Il1L$?JT:X1'l,t:::n [Tl,ilTll
Mecca saying the talbiyah prayer: ;H:::.*"',i:i":H":'-il"X.fli":l:*,,"".
"Here I am, o Allahl Here I am, at :[.Til';i:*;,f"T'[-,*'.HfiHii:"]#'
tour servicel You have no partner, ffi','IL[l"*[|: ffi':'.:,":T/J]:.:::i#""
I r A.. I I 1 caravans were accompanied by a troop of soldiersnere r am' AII pralse' grace ano and inclucled outriders, guides, a saddler, a chef,

dominion belongs to you. you have some cooks and a phvsician or rwo. In order to
-o - - avoid the heat of the day, the caravan marched at

no partner." The multirude joined night. But during winter, they would also travel

him in repeating these *o.Jr. 
*"+i:lJi:L 

several main caravan routes to
Mecca. Pilgrims from Turkey assembled in Istanbul

;l*"'.'"J'l'i*'i,m;*'#:i,i:l,''ltrui

ffixir *[;*#t ilL{";,::'*.l:lT'

'i,..ryl4'ct.,jLt, ;i.' ::'. main road to Mecca. A third route, used by pilgrims
''': '2 :'1 ! 5' from Egypt, ran along tl-re Red Sea coast of Arabia.

*r l Th-E +rilgrims coming by ir1l tl-rese routes converged

on Mecca, where they joir-recl other pilgrin-rs wl-ro 1-racl

Pilgrims from Iraq assembled in Baghdad and

,;'; 
".: : followed the Road of Zubaydah, which went througl-r

.,g * 
t. 

.." - Najd direcdy to Medina and connected with the
\rnt' , t main road to Mecca. A third rorrte. rrsed bv nilsrims

travelled overland across Africa or sailed west from
d-re lndian subcontinent and the East lndies.

,,.:.,& (Adupt d liom Aramco and hs World)

a..
i

'li l

It, .
J1 ,,.'.:a
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Hajj Pilgrims arriving at

Jgidah airport. Modern

transportation has

greatly eased the

pilgrimage, which used

to be such a difficult
journey for people in

the past.



z.Here I Am, O Allah! Here I Am!

After travellingfor nine days, the Prophet reached

Mecca on 4 Dhul Hijjah. He first went to the

Sacred Mosque. On seeing the Kabah, he said: "O

Allah! increase the greatness and sublimity of Your

House." And further added, "O Allah, You are

peace, with You is peace. Our Lord, keep us alive

withpeace."

Afterwards he performe dtawaf 
-going 

round

Talbiyah-The Pilgrim's

Labb ayk Allahuma labb afu .

Labbayk la sharika laktt labbayk.

Inn al-hmnAa wan ni'mnta laka,

wal mulk, la sharika lak.

Prayer

Here I am, O Allah! Here I aml Here

You have no partner, here I am.

Surely yours is all praise, all goodness and all

sovereignly and You have no partner.

This prayer is said over and over again by

the pilgrims as they enter Mecca and through-

out the Hajj. It is the pilgrim's answer to

Allah's call to Hajj. Some recite it with great

joy, others are overcome with emotion and

weep. To stand in the midst of hundreds and

thousands of people and feel that )ot, are important to
Allah, that He has seen )ou arrive, is an awesome experience

that makes you feel humble and happy, sometimes so happy that you cryl

the Kabah seven times. This is to show how our

lives should revolve around our Lord. As he did

I

i
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this, he kept calling upon God: "Our Lord, give us

goodness in this world and goodness in the

Hereafter, and keep us safe from the fire of He11."
'V7hen he had finished going round the Kabah,

he prayed two ral<nt at the Maqam Ibrahim-the
Station of Abraham, and went towards the Black -' ;

" *i,n .rdr.3



Stone and kissed it. Then he moved towards Safa, saying that

Safa and Marwa were signs of Allah. He went up the Safa hill,

till he could see the Kabah. The Prophet walked briskly between

the two hills seven times and ended the walk at Marwa. Some

of the seven laps he did on camel-back. Perhaps he did this so

that people could see him from a distance.

The Prophet was staying in Mecca at a place called al-Bath.

After staying there for four days, he moved to Mina on B Dhul
Hijjah and the next morning, he moved off towards Arafat.

:.\....'

Kiswa, the cover for the Kabah

The kiswa, made of a mixed cotton and silk

brocade, has the shahada woven into it: La ilaha

illal Lah, Muhamwdur Rasullullah (There is no

deity save Allah, Muhammad is His Messenger). A
little above its centre, it is circled by a golden band
(hrzwn) covered with passages from the Quran in
fine Kufic calligraphy. The inscription there is

{rom Surah 3 of the Quran: "The first House

founded for mankind was that at Bakka (Mecca), a

blessed site, a beacon for the nations" (Al Imran,

3:96). The other passages on the Kr.stua are raken

from Surah al-Kahaf , Maryam, Al Imran, al-Tawbah,

Ta Ha, Ya Sln and al-Mulk. The same family has

woven the black cloth and embroidered the gold

lettering and symbols on the Kiswa for generations.

The huge cloth measures 232 square yards and

weighs 2 tons. The Klstua is changed each year,

before Hajj, and the old cloth is cut into pieces for

souvenirs for the pilgrims.

i



s. Arafat Is Hujj

At Arafat, the Prophet stayed in a small

tent in the Arnah valley. In the

afternoon he rode his she-camel as far

as the middle part of the Arafat valley.

Here he gave a sermon which is known

as the Sermon of the Farewell Hajj.

Today, at this very spot there stands a

mosque by the name of Nimra.

In his message to humanity, the

Prophet emphasised the highest moral

values. Here the Prophet announced:

"No Arab is superior to a non-Arab and

no non-Arab is superior to an Arab. No

black man is superior to a red man

and no red man is superior to a

black, except through tdqwd or fear of

Allah. The most noble among you is

the one who is deeply conscious of

God."

\7hi1e the Prophet was praying

here, the very last verse of the Quran
was revealed to him, and so the Holy

Book was completed.

After delivering the sermon,

the Prophet performed two

prayers together- Zulw and Ar.
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Then the Prophet came to the

spot in Arafat which is known as the

"standing place." Here the Prophet

prayed till sunset. He said that the

prayer of this day was the best of all.

The Prophet was praying with

divine feetrings. The people around

him were also praying, some

standing, some mounted on their

animals-weeping and crying to their

Lord for His favours, vowing

It was such a great moment that the

Prophet said, "Arafatis Hajj."
He prayed, "O Allah, You are

listening to me. You are watching my

place. You are aware of my hidden

and open affairs. I am miserable and

needy, I am pleading to You. Asking

Your protection..."

The Standing of Ara{at

The high point of the Hajj is the "standing"
or mass assembly on the slopes of Mount Arafat
and in the plains of the valley on the 9th day of
Dhul-Hijja. Having left Mina at sunrise, the
pilgrims stand in the blistering heat at Arafat from
noon undl sunset. When the sun crosses the

meridian and travels beyond its zenith, pilgrims

combine midday and afternoon prayers one after

another. They stand in humility and prayer,

concentrating only on God. The most heartfelt
prayers are offered for the forgiveness of one's

sins as well as the welfare of others. Everyone

calls upon God in his own way: standing or
sitting, motionless or walking about, or even

mounted.
The "standing" at Arafat symbolizes the Day

of Resurrection, when everyone will stand before

God ro be judged. At sunset, a sermon is deliv-
ered from the top of Mount Arafat. Then the
pilgrims proceed to Muzdalifah.

repentance and craving His blessing.

Prophet Muhammad

delivered his Farewell

Sermon in 632 A.D.



q. On the Wuy to Mina

After sunset, the Prophet rode

towards Muzdalifa. He asked Usama

ibn Zayd to ride his camel too. He

went on sayin g Labbayk Allahunxmd

Resting at Muzdalifa

This open plain lies roughly half,way between

Arafat and Mina. Here, until midnight, the

massive crowd of pilgrims pray and rest, and each

gathers tiny stones for the visit to Mina.
The ancient town of Mina is where Abraham

was tempted by Satan, as he was on his way to

carry out Allah's order to sacrifice his son,

lshmael. Satan tried to persuade Abraham to

disobey God's command, but Abraham would
not be swayed. There are three stone pillars
(jamarat) in Mina representing the devil, and

pilgrims celebrate Abraham's great faith by

throwing seven stones at each of them.Thepilgrims,

V tents at lvina.

Labbalk-"Here I am, O lord. Here I
am." And the people were chanting

the same. The Prophet asked people

not to run, but to move slowly and

calmly, as running was not an act of
reverence.

On reaching Muzdalifa, the

Prophet asked his Companion Bilal

to give the call for prayers. There he

said the Maghrib and the Isha prayers
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together. The Prophet took rest at

night and in the morning, after

praying, he went towards a place

called Mashar Haram where he again

prayed.

Before sunrise, the Prophet left

Muzdalifah for Mina, after picking up

small pebbles.

On the way, passing through the

valley of Muhssar, he asked people to

move fast, as this was the place where

the People of the Elephant, who had

come to destroy the Kabah, were

punished by Allah. This incident

happened in the year in which the

Prophet was born, and Surah 105 of
the Quran describes it.

The Code of Conduct for Hajj
Bcsides the prescribed simple clothing, there is a

set of specific rules to strengthen ihram. They are:
. No fighting or quarreling.
. No teiling of 1ics.

. N.r .we a rin g { 'r pro la n iry.

. No false accusirtions.

. No slanclering or back-biting.

These fivc "clon'ts" also apply to everyday 1ife,

but they are even more important during Hajj.

The code o{ conduct also includes the

{ollowing prohibitions:
. The killlng of animals or insects, except for fleas,

bedbugs, snakes ancl scorpions. The eggs of birds

may, however, be broken or cookec1. This is to
cr:rb aggression and feel unity with Gocl's

creatllres.

The hunting of game or inciting others to do so.

This is to deveiop mercy.

The cutting or pulling ollt roots of plants, trees,

grass and other kinds of vegetation. This is to
encourage a love of natllre.

The covering of the l-read. But people may use

umbrellas to protect themselves from the sun. This
is to express humility.
The use of jewellery, per{ilme, scentecl soap or
body oil. This is ro show simplicity.

The cutting or shaving of hair or the clipping of
finger nai1s. This is to show non-interference with
nature, wne

f&fl
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. The wearing of iu1l sl-roes. Pilgrims should not
wear socks or sucl-r shoes as cover the middle part

of fie foot. There they should use slippers or
sandals.

. Flirtatious thoughts of fie opposite sex. No one

may get engaged to be n-rarriecl during Hajj. Even

if husband and wiG irre both on Hajj, they are

not allowed to cohabit.
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ro. The Stonitrg Pillars

Riding on, he reached the Jamarat,
the three pillars at Mina. He cast

seven pebbles at each, saying "Allahu
Akbar" each time. The Prophet gave

his second sermon at Mina. As in the

sermon at Ara{at, the Prophet

Muhammad told the pilgrims to

respect and care for each other, and

follow God's word in the Quran.
Afterwards the Prophet offered

his sacrifices, shaved his head and

took offthe ilwam-the pilgrims'

dress. That was the day of the feast-
(today we remember that day as Id

al-Adha).

On the same day, the Prophet

rode to Mecca, performedtawaf ,

drank water atZamzam and returned

to Mina. At Mina people came to

him, asking many questions about
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Ihram - More Than a Form o{ Dressl

Ilvom is the name for the particuiar clothing pilgrims

wear. But from the Prophet Muhammad's time ihrmn has

meant more than that; wearing it is a sign of the special way

pilgrims live while they are on Hajj.

Each pilgrim gets rid of his selfishness, and the petty

jealousies and concerns of ordinary life, and dedicates

himself to prayer and worship of Allah. He feeis truiy sorry

for his sins, and seeks God's forgiveness. He lives as

simply as possible, and promises in his heart to trust in
Allah and become good and pure and loving toward others.

First, normal clothing is put away. Male pilgrims wear

just two sheets of unsewn white cloth, one wrapped round

the waist and the other over the left shoulder. 'Women

pllgrims wear a plain, ankle-length, long-sleeved garment,

and a veil covering the head. They must uncover their
faces, as a sign of con{idence in the atmosphere of puriry

and goodness of the pilgrimage.

\n ihrom the men and women of all countries, all races

and all stations in life look alike. No one can then take

pride of place over another. After ali, in the eyes of Allah,

all men are equal. Just think how He has created us all

from a single set of parents - Adam and Eve (Hawwa).
'Whether 

a person is rich or poor, black or white,

handsome or plain, fast or slow, famous or unknown, clever

or ordinary, has successes or failures - is not important.

\7hat matters is the sincerity of his striving for goodness

and his fairh in Allah.

That is ihram, the reverent state of mind that is specially

heightened during Hajj. Each pilgrim strives for this attitude

within himself. He purposely ignores the many frustrations

and irritations and inconveniences he may encounter in the

crowcls at Hajj, and concentrates on God.

the pilgr-lt4age. Some said, "l delayed
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, in doing so and so," or "I performed The Prophet stayed in Mecca

something before it was due," and so during Hrjj for 10 days. Afterwards he

on. Over and over the Prophet told left for Medina. At a place called Dhul

them: "No objection, no objection! Hahfa he rested for the night, and at

Objections are only for the person who sunrise entered his beloved city-
wrongfully violates the honour of his Medina, the Radiant.

fellow-man." .!7hen 
he first saw the city

At Mina the Prophet spent three dwellings from a distance, words of

more days for the throwing of stones. praise poured from his lips: "Allah is

In the afternoon of the third day, the most High. There is no deiry save

; Prophet moved to Mecca, where he Him. He is One. No one is His

stayed in a tent and slept briefly. Before partner. He is Lord of everything. A11

I the morning prayer, he went to the praise belongs to Him and He

:' 
" :tawaf o$ ..arewell rFpentant, prayigrg,prostrating
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after performing his Hujj.(rf Lv^ P
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Close-up ol the

Jamrah or the

stoning pillar,

where pilgrims are

carrying out the

rites of stoning.
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rr. Making the Hujj Today

Today, in answer to the original call of
the Prophet Abraham ff, and following

the footsteps of our beloved Prophet

Muhammad &, over two million people

from every corner of the globe gather at

Mecca to perform their Hajj every year.
'!7hen the pilgrim performs the Hajj,

he is filled with awe, for he feels he is

leaving his own world and entering that,,,,,

of God. He feels so close to God,

standing there at Arafat on the very

spot where the Prophet delivered his

last message to humanity.

Now he is touching the Lord,

revolving around Him, running

towards Him, journeying on His

w
w
w
W.

W
W,

W

W.

W

ffi,

w
w'

w
&
W

A Purpose{ul Life
When the Prophet Abraham carried out his divine

mission 4000 years ago, he set an example of correct

and purposeful Living for all those who came after him
throughout the ages. The different aspects of such a

life are shown by the ritual of Hajj. The stages

Abraham had to go througl-r are symbolically observed

by the pilgrims.

Going or.r Hajj, therefore, is practising to lead a
purposeful life, such as Abraham dicl. The decision to

follow his lead is shown by the pilgrims' wearing

ihram to perform the prescribed rituals.

A life with rvorthwhile goals will be a very active

one, like the Prophet Abraham's, and will need a

focus. Pilgrims show their realisation of both these

points by walking around the Kabah. They also run

between Safa and Marrva to show that they are willing
to play their part.

People with this sense of purpose willingly
sacrifice u,hatever it takes to attain their goal. During

Hajj, they sacri{ice an animal. They also join hands

with others in the common cause to strengthen their
lnovement. Pilgrims gathered on the plains of Arafat
show the salne strong feeling of unity.

Hajj is not the end. It is just the beginning. The

Prophet Abraham wanted to reform people by

bringing them the message of Islam. Performing Hajj

is, in fact, a way of behaving which shows the firm
resolve to keep the tradition of Abraham alive. The

ffue pilgrim is one who returns from Hajj full of
this resolve and all the proper feelings which go along

with it, to spread the message of Islam effectively in
word and deed.

behalf,



his prayers answered. Indeed, to go

on Hajj is to meet one's Creator. The

pilgrims complete Hajj with that

same feeling of awe, but also with a
great sense of peace. And if they

now have that sense of peace, it is

because, having shed their sins on

the Plain of Arafat, they have been

relieved of their burdens in Islam.

In them has been born the

caring for others and a
i ". f 11 .1

,atall,,the ma

The Supreme Act of Worship

The Prophet Muhammad calls Hajj, the journey to

God, the "supreme act of worship." It is a way for

Muslims to renew their religious enthusiasm and their faith
in Allah. After this, the greatest act of the pilgrims' iife,

they become like new human beings.

In spirit, it combines ail the other acts of worship,

helping us to remember God and make sacrifices for His

sake. On this we have to expend time, money and energy.

But Hajj is not just going to and from Mecca. Hajj shows

how close we can get to Al1ah in this life. !7hi1e other acts

of worship are about remembering God, Hajj is about

reaching Him. Generally, when we worship God, we

cannot see Him, but during Hajj, we come face to face

with Him. 'W'hen pilgrims stand before the House of God,

it is like standing before God Himself. Then they are

moved to walk around God's House, like a butterfly
circling a flower.

The plain of Arafat, where the pilgrims spend one day,

is like a picture of Judgement Day. The Quran says,

"'When the trumpet is blown, behold, from the graves

they rush forth to their Lord." (Ya Sin,36:51). And
indeed, thousands and thousands of God's servants flock

in from all sides to witness the event. And what a great

sight it isl A11 are dressed in the same, simple attire and

all recite the same words: "Here we are at Your service,

Lord."

Just as the Sacred Mosque in Mecca is the holiest, so

is the worship that is performed there-as part of the

pilgrimage-the most important. It is not just the pilgrims'

duties during Hajj that make it important, but the spirit in
which they carry them out.
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rz. The Sacred Mosque of Mecca

The Sacred Mosque of Mecca has

been made larger over the years.

Now the sprin g o{ Zamzam and the

Safa and Marwa hills are enclosed

within its walls, and there is enough

space for one million pilgrims at a

time. During Hajj this magnificent

structure itself seems to float on the

ocean of pilgrims that I
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surrounds it as fa1 as the eye can see.

As the pilgrims of different races,

speaking different "languages, return to

their homes, they carry with them

wonderful memories of the great men
h
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The Sacred lVlosque now encompasses fully 356,000

square meters (BB acres), including the rooftop prayer

. arqas and the open plazas surrounding the mosque. lt

comfortably holds a million worshippers, but during Hajj

and Ramadan more than trvice as many pack into it and

fill its adjoining plazas.
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of the past-Abraham, the Prophet

Muhammad, his Companions and

their wives, the great Caliphs, the

respected scholars and thinkers of

Islam-all who have undertaken the

Hajj before them. They will always

AAffi&
W *i'.r

remember that great coming together,

where rich and poor, black and white,

young and old, met as equals. They go

back, their faces shining with hope and

joy, for they have carried out God's

command-the same command that He

gave to mankind many centuries ago to

go on the pilgrimage. This was so that

people could not only seek pardon for

their sins, but could also turn

into beter human beings.

\7hen they return, it is with

the prayer that God may be

sed with their Hajj.



13. A ViSit tO Medina Medina, where the Prophet

Muhammad's mosque and grave are

situated, also attracts pilgrims in great

numbers.

On September 20., 622 A.D., the

Prophet and his Companions arrived

here from Mecca. This journey, which-.dr.i$. llLlL llLrtlr IvrLLLcr. r rrIJ JL/LrllrLyr vv.
".if4rr4/ri "

-rfm is called hijrah, markecl the beginning

ffi of the Muslim calenclar. \il/hen theffiP;
ffi Prophet arrivecl at Medina, two

$ l;ffrffi orphans, Sahl and Suhayl, o{Iered to

H ffi gift him a piece of land on which to

ry ffi build his mosque. Unwilling to
ffi +wr#,

ffi ffi accept the land as a gift, the 
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Prophet paid 10 dinars for it. A
temporary mosque made from trunks

of palm trees was built, in the

construction of which the Prophet

himself took part. Since then the

mosque has been made bigger and

bigger. 'VTithin the mosque was the

Prophet's own house where, to

strengthen their faith, people used to

gather to listen to the Quran and the

Prophet's wisdom. It was here that a

major portion of the Quran was

revealed, memorized and written

down. Though this is not part of Hajj,

the pilgrims, because of their great

reverence for the Prophet, stay there

for a few more days to pray in the

Prophet's mosque and visit places of

historical interest.
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r+. The Message of Hujj

One special aspect of Hajj is that it
makes people remember God's

scheme of things, first made known

in Abraham's day, and fulfilled in the

days of the Prophet Muhammad.

The rites of pilgrimage represent

different stages of this schemeu{

n left his ,=i-Ei .,,
native land, Iraq, forHrjaz, !;lti'
the pilgrims leave their homes

and depart for the Holy L*,fu*
Fi tfl

Nearing Mecca, they exchange their

tailored clothes for two unstitched

sheets like the simple cloths worn by

the Prophets Abraham and Ishmael.
'V7hen they reach Mecca, they walk

around the House of God, just as

Abraham and Ishmael had done to

solemnise their covenant with Allah.

Then the pilgrims perform sd'y,

which means walking seven times

between the hil1s of Safa and Marwa

in memory of Abraham's wife

i Hagar's search for water. At Mina,

#** Abraham, ready to sacrifice his son at
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emory ofthis, the pilgrims
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' Standing beJoie the

Kabah is as if standing

before God Himself. Tlrus

pilgrims are moved to

walk around the Kabah,

like a butterfly circling a 
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do likewise. Then, just as Abraham had

thrown stones at Satan, who tried to

thwart God's will, they throw stones at

rvrr.r'5 Lry .., , ru'E.D \'\-,rr: L''rtj.,.-1_11Y, 
._.,"---.-..,. --*--.:,,

leasures. God'wiIl 6e iheii focus, a goal fi
ro! wh,1ch'!4:I.wil1 dev6r, 6; d,,F-.,,, *,$ri,fi

The Spirit of Hajj
A11 acts and sites of Hajj convey a spiritual message.

Pilgrims perform Hajj not just to have their sins pardoned, but
to become good human beings, learning to care for others and

to wonder at Allah's marvellous gifts.

The Kabah attracts more people than any other building
in the world. Over a quarter of the world's population say

their prayers facing towards it five times a day. Day and night,
year after year, worship never stops there even for a second. It
reminds us of life's goal: to worship our Lord, revolve around
Him, be close to Him, ask His blessing and put our entire
trust in Him. The Prophet was told to tell God's servants that
He was near them and answered their prayers. "Therefore, let
them answer My call and put their trust in Me, so that they
may be rightly guided." (al-Ba4rah, 2:186).

Tawaf, or going around the Kabah, means revolving
forever around our Lord, like the planets around the sun. Our
Creator looks after us all our lives, so we must obey and be

constantly aware of Him; we must avoid things He has banned
and do good works that please Him and remember Him
"when standing, sitting and lying down, and reflect on the
creation ofthe heavens and the earth." (AlInwatt,3:190-191).

Sa'y, or walking briskly between the Safa and Marwa
Hills, recalls the great struggle of Abraham's wife, Hagar, and
her total trust in Allah throughout. Doing as Hagar did some

4000 years ago shows believers how they must "run for God"
if necessary.

Talbiya, or the often repeated ktbayk prayer, is a
believer's response to God's call. This is a foretaste of the Day
of Judgment, when "the trumpet will be blown and behold,
they will rise up from their graves and hasten to their Lord."

ffa Sin, 36:51).
Zamzam, the spring which gushed forth by God's will,

saving the lives of Hagar and her baby Ishmael, shows that
trusting believers will be duly rewarded by Allah, perhaps even

by a miracle. As this water quenches the thirst of millions of
pilgrims year after year, without its flow ever stopping, it
signals God's immense power and iove for His creatures.

Rami, or throwing pebbles at Satan's pillars at Mina,
shows how believers must avoid temptation. Whenever their
inner "Satan," tempts them to err, they will mentally "throw
pebbles" at it to drive it away.

Arafat. Here the Prophet Muhammad announced that the
really superior person is righteous and God-fearing, taking no
pride in colour, creed or position, Assembling at Arafat is, for
the pilgrims, like standing before God on Judgement Day.

Muzdalifa, where pilgrims stay overnight, mainly by the
roadside. This teaches the same lesson as that of Mina and
Arafat, since their lifestyle in small tents has to be very simple.

It reminds them of the homeless and the needy, and prompts

them to assist others.

The Sacrifice of an animai a[ Mina (the festival of 'Id)

recalls the Prophet Abraham's readiness to obey Allah's
command to sacrifice his beloved son. Believers, if need be,

must likewise be ready to sacrifice their wealth and belongings
for God's cause. Of this, the Quran says: "Their flesh and

blood do not reach God; it is your piety that reaches Him."
(al-Hajj, 22:37).It also reminds believers to take care of the
needy, especially in their own home towns.

Ea+
r}.+,1

X
rif;,

n
Fri;

ffi

three pillars, the Jamarat. All throughout, 
ffi

the pilgrims keep saying, "Here I am at i;+t

Your service, Lord." il
*-nt*

The assembly of all the pilgrims on E
' i,::1.:t

the plain olr Arafat is spiritually the ffi
high point,;; of the pilgrimage. #r""^"-_F* ."'^,, ^^" t"^b^'^^:::",' N
Here theyr-;,,, all promise Allah H
to model'm'their lives on the X

ffi
example , set by Abraham, Hagar and n
Ishmael, * i doing God's bidding, fr
whatev@it maybe, basing their 

ffi
Iives on -,:* truth and, 1t necessary, 

H+.

giving up#'+l'hfe's comforts and ffi



rs. The Pilgrims Route

i .teooatr

45 Miles

o
Jabal al-Thawr

Site of the cave where the

Prophet took shelter during his

migration

Arafat
Site of the Prophet

Muhammad's Farewell Sermon.

Here the pilgrims parlicipate in

the main Hajj rite known as the

Standing of Arafat.

o
Jabal al-Nur

Site of the first

revelation of the Quran

Mina
The Stoning Pillars

Site of the Prophet Abraham's

sacrif ice.

Muzdalifah
The pilgrims pray here and

stay overnight. They also

collect small stones for

throwing at the stoning pillars

in Mina.
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ro.Hajj at a Glance
A few days be{ore Hajj:

Put on the pilgrim's dress
(ih,ram) at one of the

appointed places called

miqats. (If travelling by

air, one may wear ih.ram

before boarding the
plane.)

Enter the Sacred Mosque
of Mecca and perform
seven rounds (tawaf) o{
the Kabah, then walk
briskly seven times
between the Safa and
Marwa hills. Trim hair
and remove ihram.

First Day;

8th Dhul Hijjah.

Put on ih"ram again,

and declare one's

i ntention of performing
Hojj. Perform tawaf
of the Kabah and sa'y,

if not performed earlier,
and leave for Mina
early in the morning,
reciting talbiya. Stay

overnight in Mina. This
day is known as Yawm

al-Tarwiyah, or the Day of
Reflection.

Second Day:

9th Dhul Hijjah.

Go to Arafat and say the

zuhr and dsr prayers

together, combined and

shortened.

Stand here with devotion,
till sunset, praying and

asking Allah's forgiveness.

This act is known as

wuquf or standing. This
day is known, therefore,

as Yawm al-Wuquf, or
The Day of Standing. In
the evening move towards

Muzdalifah and say the

maghrib and isha prayers

together. Rest there at

night, and collect small
pebbles for the stoning in
Mina.

Third Day:

10th Dhul Hijjah.

Go to Mina and throw
smal1 stones there at one

of the Jamarat. Offer up a
sacrifice and have the hair
of the head clipped,

trimmed or shaved.

Go to Mecca and
perform tawaf . (Also go

back and forth between

Safa and Marwa, rf sa'y

has not been performed
on 8th Dhul Hijjah), then
return to Mina. This day

is called Yawm al-Nahl, or
the Day of Sacrifice.

Fourth Duy,

11th Dhul Hijjah

Stay in Mina and throw
pebbles at the Jamarat.
This day and the next iwo
days are called Ayyam

aL-T ashriq, which literally
means, "the days of
drying meat."

Fifth Day:

tZth Dhul Hijjah

Stay in Mina and throw
pebbles at the Jamarat.
Return the same day to
Mecca and perform td,waf,

then drink the water of
the Zamzam. This ends

fie Hajj.

Note: Those unable to leave Mina
for Mecca on 12th Dhul Hl11ah

should stay at Mina for one more
night. The next day, on 13th Dhul
Hijjah. after pelring the stoning
pillars with stones, they should
leave for Mecca in the afternoon.



12. Glossary of Hujj
A{aqi. Pilgrim who comes

from outside the
appointed miqats.

Asr. The afternoon
prayer.

Alyam al,Tashriq. Lit.
"the days of drying meat."
The 1 lth, 1 Zth and 1 3th
Dhul Hijjah, during
which pilgrims stay in
Mina and perform the
rites of stoning.

Dum. Making amends for
one's shortcomings. See

KAFFARAH.

Dhul Hijjah. The nvelfth
month of the Islamic
Calendar during which
Hajj is performed.

Fajr. The early morning
prayer.

Fard. Drty for every

Muslim.

Hady. Animal for
sacrifice.

Hujj. Lit. "to set out for a

place." Pilgrimage to
Mecca, which is one of
the five pillars of Islam.
It is compulsory for every

Muslim, male and Gmale,

if he or she possesses

enough wealth to
undertake the journey and
has good health.

Hajj Ifrad. Lit. "isolated
pilgrimage." Hajj without
umrah. A pilgrim who
performs it is known as

mufrid.

Hajj Qiran. Lit.
"accompanied
pilgrimage." To perform
umrah and Hajj, one after

another, with the same

ihram. One who does so

is called qarin.

Hujj Tamattu. Lit,
" interrupted pilgrimage."
Pilgrimage in which a

pilgrim performs umrah
some time before Hajj
and removes ih.ram.
'When Hajj days

approach, the pilgrim puts

on ihram again for Hajj.
One who does so is called

mutamatti.

Halq, see TAHLIQ.

Id al,Adha. The feast of
the sacrifice. The third
day of the Hajj-lOth
Dhul Hijjah, which is

celebrated throughout the

Muslim world as a great

festival.

Ifadah. Lit. "overflowing."
The pilgrim's movement
from Arafat to Muzdalifah
is called ifadah or nafralt
meaning "rush."

Ihram. Lit. "prohibiting."
Pilgrim's robe consisting of
two seamless white sheets

or towels. One of the
pieces is wrapped
around the midriff to cover

the body from just above

the navel down to the
ankles. The other is
draped around the
shoulders to cover the
upper body. (Women
wear scarves covering
their heads, along with
their usual clothes.)
'Wearing this is a sign

of readiness to enter
the sacred land of Mecca

in the chastened state of
mind appropriate to Hajj.
The pilgrim says trr,ro rakat
prayers intended for Hajj
or umrah. at the time of
putting on ilvam.

Isha. The night prayer.

Istilam. Kissing, touching
the Black Stone or simply

'rl
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facing towards it at the
beginning of each round
of tawaf .

Kaffarah. Lit. "to hide."
Atonement. To offer a
sacrifice, etc., for failing to
perform certain rites in
Hujj. This is also called

dum.

Khutbah. Sermon given

by the imam before
certain prayers.

Maghrib. The evening
prayer.

Mahram. Lit. "unlawfiul."
A close relative whom a

woman cannot marry,
such as her father,
brother, son, etc. A
woman going to Hajj
should be accompanied
by her husband or a
mahram.

Miqat. Lit. "a stated time
or place." Places outside
Mecca where the pilgrim
puts on ihram, before
entering Mecca for Hajj
ot umrah.

Muallim or Mutawwif. A
guide who assists pilgrims
in performing Hajj rites.

Mufrid, see HAJJ IFRAD.

Mutamatti, see HAJJ

TAMATTU.

Na{rah, see IFADAH.

Nahr. Animal sacrifice
which is made in Mina
after the casting of pebbles

is completed.

Qarin, see uA11 etRAN.

Qibla. The direction of
prayer towards the Kabah.

Rafth. Indulging in
absurd talk, which is

forbidden during Hnjj.

Ramal. Proceeding
round the Kabah at a
jogging pace in the first
three rounds of tawaf .
(l-adies are not required to
practice ramal).

R *y. One of the Hajj
rites of casting small
pebbles at the stone pillars
called the Jamarat in
Mina.

Rida. The upper cloth of
ih"ram.

Suty. Lit. "running." One
of the Hajj rites of going
to and fro benveen
Safa and Marwa seven

times.
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Salah (pl. salat). Five

obligatory prayers,

performed daily.

Shaut. One circle around
the Kabah, or one
journey from Safa to
Marwa.

Ni11rah. Intention.
Like all other acts of
worship, Hajj and umrah
require a formal
declaration of intention
before they are

undertaken.

Tahlil. Recitation of
Shah"adah": La ilah.a iLLaL

Lah", Muh"amm a dur -r a s uL

ALLah. There is no
deity save Allah,
Muhammad is the
messenger of Allah.

Tahliq or halq.
Clipping or shaving the
hair of the head after the
sacrifice.

Talbiyah. Lit. "to
pronounce Labbayk."

The invocation the
pilgrim often repeats

after wearrng ih.ram trll
the throwing of the
pebbles at the Jamarat.
(See nauv)



GLOSSARY OF HAJJ

The invocation is as

follows:

t't l'1

.'./e<b 1l I4

6 tl,a . ,:'e<

^*JJl 
..!,)

'e| 'e;;,\
'e lt'\
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d1

o'aJu;\
'eilrrJ;i;4bu)t

Inbbayk Allahuma
Labbayk.

Labbayk La sharika

takaLabbayk.

Inn al-hamda wan ni'mata
Laka,

wal mulk,

La sharika Lak.

HereIam,OAllahl
Here I am!

Here I am.

You have no partner,
here I am.

Surely Yours is all praise,

all goodness and all
sovereignty, and
You have no partner.

Taqsir. Trimming of the
hair after the sacrifice.

Tawa{. A rite of Hajj
which is performed by
going around the Kabah
seven times in an

anti-clockwise direction,

having the Kabah on the
left hand side.

Tawa{ al,Ifadah or Tawaf
al-Ziyarah. This tawaf ts
performed on 10th Dhul
Hijjah.

Tawaf al,Nafl. A mwaf
which may be performed
at any time.

Tawaf al,Qudum. The
rite of going around the
Kabah on arrival.

Tawaf al,Umrah. A
tawaf performed during
umrah.

Tawaf al,Wada. The
tawaf of farewell, i.e.,

upon leaving Mecca.

This is not obligatory,
but recommended.

Umrah. The lesser

pilgrimage, which consists

only of tl,e tawaf of the
Kabah and the sa'y of
Safa and Marwa. It can be

performed at any time
during the day or night,
all the year round.

Wadu. The washing of
hands, face and feet before
prayers.

Wuquf. Lit. "standing."

Staying in the Arafat
valley and especially

praying there in the

standing position on the

second day of Hajj, 9th
Dhul Hijjah.

Yawm Arafah. The Day

of Arafat. The second day

of Hajj, 9th Dhul Hijjah,
is also known by this

name.

Yawm al,Nahr. The
day of sacrifice. The
rhird day of Hajj, 10th .

Dhul Hijjah, when
pilgrims offer a sacrifice

at Mina.

Yawm al,Tarwiyah. Lit.
"the day of reflection."
The first day of Hajj, 8th
Dhul Hijjah, when
pilgrims move towards

Mina.

Yawm al,Wuquf. The
day of standing. The
second day of Hajj, 9th
Dhul Hijjah, when
pilgrims stand in Arafat
for prayers.

Zul^r. The midday prayer.



rs. PlaCeS Of HUjj and other Historical sites

Al,Ahzab Mosque. The
mosque in Medina, which
is built on the site of the
defensive trench dug at the
instance of the Prophet
Muhammad to avoid a
confrontation with his
enemies.

Arafat. Plain about 1Z

miles/l9 kilometers east of
Mecca. It is a major focal
point for Hajj. On 9th
Dhul Hijjah all pilgrims
must present themselves
here for the main rite called
wuquf or "the standing."
The Prophet Muhammad
delivered his last sermon
here.

Badr. The town 12
kilometers to the south of
Medina where, during the
time of the Prophet
Muhammad, a small party
of Muslims defeated a

strong army of Meccan
pagans, who had organized
an attack on the Muslims.

Bakkah or Becca. Mecca is

mentioned in fie Quran by
this name.

Al,Baqi. The cemetery of
Medina near the Prophet's
Mosque, which contains
the graves of many notable
figures such as the third
Caliph Uthman and the
Prophet's wife,'Aishah.

Al,Bayt al,Atiq. The
Ancient House. One of the
names of the Kabah in the

Quran.

A[.Bayt al.Haram. The
Sacred House. One of the
names of the Kabah in the

Quran.

Al,Bayt al,Muharram. The
Sacred Housg. One of the
names of the Kabah in the

Quran.

The Birthplace of the
Prophet. Mecca is the
birthplace of the Prophet
Muhammad. Today a

library (Maktaba Makkah)
stands on the actual site.

The Black Stone, see HAJR

AS\74D.

Burqa. Lit. "the veil." The
curtain that covers the door
of the Kabah.

The Cave of Hira. The
cave atop fie Mount of
Mercy in Mecca where the
Prophet Muhammad
received the very first
reveiation of the Quran.

The Cave of Thawr. The
cave where the Prophet and
his closest Companion,
Abu Bakr, took shelter for
three nights from the
enemy on their hiirah"
(migration) to Medina.

The incident is mentioned
in the Quran in al-Tawbah",

9,40.

Dar al,Arqam. The house
of Arqam, a Companion of
the Prophet. His house
stood at the foot of the
hill called Safa near the
Kabah, which was the
meeting place of early
Muslims.

Five Mosques. Complex in
Medina where five
historical mosques are

situated. These are Masjid
Fath, Masjid Abu Bakr
Siddiq, Masjid Salman
Farsi, Masjid Umar and
Masjid Ali.

Hajr Aswad. The Black
Stone. The stone fixed on
the eastern corner of the
Kabah. This is the only
original relic of the times of
the Prophet Abraham.

Haram. Sacred precincts of
the city of Mecca and
Medina.

Al,Harmayn al,Sharifayn.
The Two Holy Mosques.
The Sacred Mosque at
Mecca and the Prophet's
Mosque at Medina.

Hatim. Lit. "the broken
part." Semi-circular wall
near the Kabah. At one
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point of time this was part
of the Kabah.

Hijaz.The region along the
western seaboard of Arabia,
in which Mecca, Medina,

Jeddah and Ta'if are

situated.

Al,Hudaybryyah. A place
nine miles from Mecca on
the road from Mecca to

Jeddah. Here the Prophet
Muhammad signed the
famous peace treaty which
was referred to in the

Quran, al-Fath,48:l as

"an obvious victory."

flunayn. A valley oasis

about 14 miles to the east

of Mecca, on the road to
Ta'if from Mecca. During
the Prophet Muhammad's
time the tribes of Hunayn
organized an aftack on the
Muslims.

Jabal Qazah.A mountain
in Muzdalifah.

]abal Takbir. A mountain
in Mina.

Jabal Rahmah. The
Mountain of Mercy. The
mountain in Arafat on
which the Prophet
Muhammad preached
his famous sermon,
known as the Farwell
Sermon.

Jamarat (sing. j amrah). The
three stone pillars in Mina
where the pilgrims throw
small pebbles, this being a

rite of Hajj. These are

called aLlamrat al-Kubra
the tallest pillar; aLJamrat
al-Wusta, the middle pillar;
and alJamrat al-Sughra, the
smallest pillar.

Al,Jumua Mosque. The
mosque in Medina,
where the Prophet
Muhammad offered his
Friday prayer.

Kabah. The Kabah, whose
name is derived from the
Arabic word which means a
cube, is the shrine
originally built by the
ProphetAbraham in
Mecca, towards which
Muslims face while
praying.

Khay{ Mosque. A mosque
in Mina.

Kiswa. The covering of the
Kabah.

Maqam lbrahim. The
Standing Place of the
Prophet Abraham, marked
by a small golden kiosk in
the vicinity of the Kabah.
Two rakat prayers are

offered here by pilgrims,
following the Quran,
al.-Baqarah., 2:125.

Masa. The walkway
berween Safa and Marwa.
See SAFA, MAR\fA

A[,Mashar al,Haram.
The Sacred Monument.
A place in Muzdalifah
where the Prophet stopped
during his Hai1. It is
mentioned in the Quran,
al-Baqarah", 2;198.

Al.Masjid al,Haram, see

THE SACRED MOSQUE.

Al,Masjid an,Nabawi.
Mosque of the Prophet.
One of the three most
sacred mosques (the other
two are the Sacred Mosque
in Mecca and the al-Aqsa' ,

mosque in Jerusalem). The
Prophet Muhammad after
migration to Medina built
this mosque, which became

a centre of his activities.
The Prophet had his own
house within the mosque
too. The graves of the
Prophet and some of his
closest Companions are

situated here.

Mataf. Open area
around the Kabah where
pilgrims perform tawaf .
See rawer.

Maylayn Akhdarayn. The
area marked wifi green
pillars where pilgrims move
at a jogging pace while
performing sa').



Mecca. Makkah
al-Mukarramahor Mecca
the Blessed, is the city
which was first inhabited
by the family of the
ProphetAbraham, who
built the Kabah. The
Prophet Muhammad was
born here and today it is
the centre of Hajj and the
focal point for Muslims all
around the world, who
tLlrn towards it five times a
day in prayer.

Medina. Formerly known
as Yathrib, this city was
re-named Madinat al.-I'l abi
(the City of the Prophet) or
aL-M a di n ah al-Mun aw w a r ah

, (The Radiant City) or
simply Madinah (Medina),
after the migration of the
Prophet Muhammad here.

Mina. A small town about
3 miles,/5 kilometers away
from Mecca where, during
Hajj, the pilgrims stay in
small tents. The rites of
throwing pebbles at stone
pillars called Jamarat and
the sacrifice of animals are
carried out here.

Miqat (pl. mawaqit). Lit.
"appointed place." Certain
points where approaching
pilgrims for Hajj and
umrah assume i'lwam. One
may imagine these points
joined up by a line beyond
which pilgrims may not go

on to Mecca without
wearing ihram. Some of the
miqats are Qarn al-Manazil,
31 miles to the east of
Mecca; Yalamlam, 37 miles
to the southeast of Mecca;
Dhat Irq about 50 miles
noftheast of the city;

Juhfah, 110 miles
northwest of the city; and
Dhat Hulayfah, about 155
miles nofth of Mecca.
(Pilgrims arriving at Jeddah
by air usually put on ihram
before boarding the plane).

Mizab al,Rahmah. The
Spout of Mercy. A golden
water-spout jutting out
from the north-west of the
Kabah through which rain
water falls.

Mountain of Light. Jabal
al-Nur. The mountain in
Mecca on top of which the
Cave of Thawr is situated.

The Mosque of the Jinn.
The mosque in Mecca
where a group of jinn came
to the Prophet Muhammad
and listened to him recite a
poftion of the Quran. The
incident is mentioned in
surah alJinn of the Quran.

Muhssar, see \rADI
MUHSSAR

Al,Multazam. Lit. "the
place to hold on." The wall

PLACES OF HAJJ

of the Kabah betrween its
door and the Black Stone.
The area is especially
sacred, as pilgrims gather
here for drz'a-personal
prayel.

Al,Mu'lla. The cemetery of
Mecca situatgd near the
Mosque of the Jinn. It
contains the graves of the
Prophet's wife, I(radilah,
his uncle, Abu Talib, his
grandfather, Abd
al-Muttalib, and many
other notable figures.

Muzdalifah. A place 3.5
miles/8 kilometers away
from Mecca. Pilgrims on
the way from Arafat to
Mina stay here overnight
and collect small pebbles to
throw at the Jamarat in
Mina.

Namirah Mosque. The
mosque at Arafat where
pilgrims recite the
combined prayers of zuhr
and 'asr on 9th Dhul
Hijjah.

Qiblatayn Mosque. The
Mosque of Two Qiblas.
The Mosque in Medina
where, while praying, the
Prophet Muhammad was
ordered by Allah to change
the qibla (prayer direction)
from Jerusalem to Mecca.

rf
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Quba Mosque. The first
mosque in Islam built bY

the Prophet Muhammad,
after his emigration from
Mecca, in a village called

Quba just outside Medina.

It later came to be known
as the Masjid al'Taqwa
(the Mosque of Reverence.)

Rukn Aswad. The Black

Stone corner. The eastern

corner of the Kabah on
which the Black Stone is

fixed.

Rukn Iraqi. The Iraqi
Corner. The northern
corner of the Kabah which
faces towards Iraq.

Rukn Shami. The SYrian

corner. The western corner

of the Kabah which faces

towards Syria.

Rukn Yamani. The Yemen

corner. The southern
corner of the Kabah which
faces towards Yemen.

Amin, Mol-ran-rmecl. Pr lgrimage

rc Mecca, Nairobi,
Camerapi-r, 1978.

Frika, Abclelaziz and Gueilouz

Ezzecline. Mecca: The MusLim

Pilgrimage, London,
Paddir"rgton Press, 1 979.

Glasse, Cyril. Concise Enclclopaedia

of IsLam, Llnclon,
Stacey Interr-rational, i 989.

The Sacred Mosque or
al-Masjid al'Haram. The
gigantic mosque in Mecca,

in the cenffe of which the

Kabah stands. The mosque

also encloses Safa and

Marwa and the Zamzam

afea.

Safa and Marwa. Two
small hills in Mecca near

the Kabah (now enclosed

within the Sacred Mosque)

betrveen which pilgrims go

back and forth seven times

to re-enact Hagar's search

for water for her babY,

lshmael.

Shadharwan. The marble

base, about one foot high,

on which the Kabah

stands.

Uhud. A mountain
outside Medina about

which the Prophet once

said, "'We love it, and it
loves us."
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palm orchard, to the north
of Medina.
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