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10 | FOREWORD

History is an inescapable part of our lives. Each element of
present-day society has been shaped by the actions of our
ancestors, and those in turn by chains of events stretching back
into an almost unimaginably remote past. The goal of history
is to try to bring sense and order to our view of that past.

The past is frustratingly hard to pin down.
It seems that the more we examine a
historical event, the more any pleasing
neatness of it simply having taken place
falls away, and a chaos of complex and
competing causes begins to cry out

for our attention. Scores of reasons, for
example, have been put forward for the
fall of the Roman Empire, from an excess
of other-worldliness caused by the

rise of Christianity, to an excess of
worldliness promoted by luxury imports
into the empire from the East.

More recently, historians have begun
to question whether the word “fall,” with
its resonance of sudden, violent change,
is the right one to use at all, arguing that
we should think in terms of a “transition”
and look for continuity between Rome and
the Germanic successor states that
replaced it in western Europe.

All of these theories seem to have at
least some merit, yet not one of them,
in truth, is the sole explanation for the
collapse of Rome. There are many books
on this single subject alone, and the life
of just one person in the Roman world—
Julius Caesar—has been the focus of
dozens of works.

Telling the story

It might seem, therefore, a daunting task
to attempt a “world” history. To select
which of the myriad tales should be
told, and which of the countless people
described in the historical records should
be included in the pages of a single
volume might seem almost impossible.
Yet by condensing the whole of history
down to its essentials—the personalities

and events (as well as the causes)
that shaped our world—the

whole scope of the human story
becomes more comprehensible.

Contrasts and
comparisons
In this book, the reader can
trace the history of nations,
such as China—from the first
villages along the banks of
the Yangtze to a sophisticated
21st-century society that has
sent men into space—yet also
find out what was occurring in
Central America, for example,
while the Romans were
conquering Britain.
The pace of historical change
has accelerated with the coming of
the 21st century. Among the updates to this new
edition, there are many—such as the changes
wrought in the Middle East by the Arab Spring,
the dangers posed by new global terrorist groups,
challenges presented by ever-growing numbers
of refugees, and a rising tide of populism—which
seemed to emerge from nowhere. Yet, with the
benefit of a long historical viewpoint, these
changes can be better understood and placed
in their proper perspective.

Inevitably there has been a process of selection as
to what can be included, but | hope nevertheless that
this book will introduce readers to the key elements
of world history and give them a glimpse of a subject
which, for me, contains an almost infinite (and
growing) store of fascinating stories.

The battles of the past command
our attention; historians investigate
their causes and consequences.



FOREWORDH 11

» 4
...i-uv‘"

mm ‘

B The tombs of the Egyptian
pharaohs give us an unparalleled
insight into the history and
customs of one of humankind's
most ancient civilizations.
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14 | WHAT IS HISTORY?

History is not the same as the past. We can never directly
experience the past—we can never know how it felt to be a
gladiator fighting in the Colosseum of ancient Rome, or exactly
what Napoleon had in mind when he decided to invade Russia in
1812. What actually happened in the past is gone—history is our
attempt to reconstruct the past from the evidence that remains.

The word “history,” while
commonly taken to mean
“everything that has happened
up until now,” has its root in the
Greek word historein, meaning
“to find out by enquiry.” The
same root gives us the word
“story.” We could say, then, that
history is our enquiry into the
story of the human race.

History and fact

History is something very
distinct from facts. Historians
ask not only what happened, but
also why it happened, how it
happened, and what the
consequences were, and use the
answers to forge the links in chains of events,
creating a continuous narrative. These

are the kinds of “enquiries” that historians make,
and from their conclusions, the past, for most of

us, becomes a much more comprehensible place.

Even today, however, there are cultures that do
not concern themselves with recording history in
the conventional sense—that is, as a chronological
narrative that aims to represent what actually
happened in the past. Many indigenous peoples,

Passing on stories is a vital part
of the oral culture of peoples such
as the San of Namibia.

especially those with a strong oral
tradition, instead weave together
events of the distant and recent
past, and both mythological and
actual happenings. The result is a
body of knowledge that is relevant
to that culture, which is passed
down through the generations via
storytelling and ritual.

Whether oral or written, history
is always an incomplete puzzle,
made up of fragments, hints, and
selections from the evidence that
is available.

Historical sources

The ingredients from which historians construct
history are their “sources.” These may range
from the types of pollen found in an ancient
Near Eastern site (revealing which crops once
grew there), to a charter recording a land sale
in medieval France, the writings of a historian
living in ancient Rome, or the oral testimony of
a World War Il soldier.

The past is a foreign country,
they do things differently there.

L.P. Hartley, The Go-Between (1955)



Sources are themselves subdivided into those
that are primary and those that are secondary.

A primary source is something produced or
written at the time—the writings of the Latin
author Tacitus about 1st-century ce Rome, say—
while a secondary source is something written
after the event itself, making use of primary
sources. The distinction between the two may not
always be clear, of course. For example, Niccold
Machiavelli's 16th-century study of Roman history
is a secondary source about Rome, but the obvious
influence on his writing of his own view of the
world gives us a primary source into life and
attitudes in Renaissance ltaly.

In some eras, particularly the very ancient
past before writing existed, there are no primary
sources at all in the conventional sense. Here,
archaeology—the study of bones, buildings,
and artifacts recovered from past societies—
must help out.

Varying perspectives

History can be written from many different
viewpoints. A 19th-century European writing
shortly after the French Revolution is likely to

15
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have very different interests from a Chinese
bureaucrat living in the 2nd century BCE.
Moreover, the interpretation of facts is
always open to dispute, and historians
often disagree about how one fact is linked
with another.

Throughout history itself, we see evidence
of different ideas about the same events. The
perspective of chroniclers such as the French
scholar Geoffrey of Villehardouin, who traveled
with the Christian forces on the Fourth Crusade,
is very different from that of his contemporary
on the opposing side, the Arab historian
Ibn al-Athir.

Inevitably, we are all prone to adjusting
history according to our own prejudices and
beliefs, but for most of us, at its simplest, history
answers a very human desire for order. Names
for eras and ages (the Classical world, the
Medieval world, and so on), and for movements
and cultures, may not necessarily have been
used at the time, but today they serve to break
down the past and its interpretation into
convenient and digestible blocks, making
history accessible for all.

Monumental
remnants of long-dead
civilizations inspire

a host of questions
about the peoples
that built them.
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The ancient past

The era before humankind invented writing is called “prehistory,”
and our knowledge of this time relies largely upon the skill of
archaeologists. Once early societies developed scripts, they left

not only artifacts but also written evidence from which their

history could be deciphered.

Fascination with the far-distant past is not a
new phenomenon. In 81 BCE, the Roman general
Sertorius had his men dig up a skeleton in North
Africa, doubtless that of a dinosaur, but which
he decided were the bones of the giant Tingi, the
traditional founder of the local town. However,
it was not until the 19th century, when a fierce
debate erupted over whether humanity had
descended from apes—fuelled by Charles
Darwin's The Descent of Man (1871)—that the
greatest advances in the study of the ancient
world were made.

Inspired by Darwin’s theories, the Dutch scholar

Eugene Dubois set out to find an early ancestor of
humankind and in 1891 unearthed the remains

B The Sumerians made records of, for example,
livestock tallies, in a wedge-shaped script we
call cuneiform.

of Pithecanthropus erectus or “Solo Man” (later
called Homo erectus) in Java in Indonesia. Dubois’
20th-century successors, such as Richard and
Louis Leakey working in East Africa’s Rift Valley,
have since discovered remains that shed valuable
light on humanity’s physical evolution into its
modern form.

The first civilizations

European scholars and archaeologists of the
19th and early 20th centuries became fascinated
by the remote past, and in particular, the rise and
fall of ancient empires. This was, after all, an age
of empire for Europe, and the wealthy traveled
abroad as part of their education. On the “Grand
Tour,” as it was called, they inspected the ruins
of Classical cities such as Athens and Rome,

but soon the older civilizations of the Near East
drew attention.

Scholars began to uncover evidence that
revealed previously little-known cultures, or
shed dramatic new light on more familiar ones.
For example, in a single decade—the 1920s—
Leonard Woolley excavated the early Sumerian
city at Ur; Howard Carter discovered the tomb of
Tutankhamun in Egypt'’s Valley of the Kings; Sir
John Marshall began the first consistent study
of the Indus Valley civilization with his digs at
Mohenjo-Daro; and Sir Arthur Evans’ work at
Knossos revealed the Minoan civilization.

Written clues

The first steps to decipher Sumerian cuneiform
script were also taken in the 1920s. While
paintings, carvings, and other early art forms all
reveal something of the ancient world, the most
illuminating records were left once writing had



been invented, in around the mid-4th millennium
BCE. The earliest pieces of written evidence—
dating to before ¢.3000 BCcE—were not narratives
about life at the time, but lists and rosters on

practical matters: cuneiform records of merchants’

stocks from Sumeria, and royal archives from
Assyria. Hieroglyphic tomb inscriptions that
identify the Egyptian dead may not provide us with
stories, but give us a lot of information about how
ancient peoples lived.

Myth and tradition

Perhaps the most colorful insights into the ancient
world are preserved in myth and tradition. Some

of the earliest stories to be told by early societies
relate to the origins of their race, or its legendary
heroes: Aztec tales of their wanderings before
settling at Tenochtitlan, for example, or the
Sumerian Epic of Gilgamesh. Few have survived

so intact as the traditions in the Old Testament of
the Bible. Stories such as the exodus of the Jews
from persecution in Egypt, and their subsequent
conquest of Palestine, doubtless reflect the chaotic

THE ANCIENT PAST 17

migrations and political instability of the Near East
in the late 2nd millennium BCE. But the purpose of
these accounts was primarily cultural or religious,
and the task of relating the stories within them to
precise historical events is not easy.

Howard Carter’'s
discovery of
Tutankhamun’s tomb
is perhaps even more
famous, as a historical
event, than any of the
details of the boy-
pharaoh’s reign.

The ancient Epic

of Gilgamesh contains
an account of a great
flood, a mythic legend
that has many parallels
with the story of Noah's
ark in the Bible.
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The first historians

It was in ancient Greece that historical “enquiry” first arose,
perhaps inspired by the questioning spirit of the age that also
produced the world’s first philosophers. In the new empires of
Rome and China, scholars were prompted to investigate their

people’s rise to greatness.

The Classical era has left us some of the finest
literature and most majestic architecture ever
produced—the latter embellished with statues
and inscriptions that provide crucial evidence
for the power and extent of empires, their social
structures, and rituals of the time. But even
seemingly trivial finds give us clues about the
minutiae of daily life—for example, the discovery
at a watchtower in southwest Germany of a
shoehorn showed that the Romans wore sandals
closed at the back, while previously they were
believed to have been open.

However, it is not only through art and artifacts
that we can understand the Classical world. From
around the 5th century BCE appear the first writers
whom we can call “historians.”

B Greek art provides a window on Classical
life—for example, what a hoplite soldier wore
into battle.

The Greeks
Known as the “Father of History,” the Greek
scholar Herodotus (c.485-c.430 BCE) traveled
widely throughout the Aegean and Near East in
search of the raw material for his Histories.
What makes Herodotus exceptional is that
he was the first chronicler of the past to state
openly that he intended to discover the reasons
behind events, rather than simply recording
the events themselves. A generation later,
Thucydides (c.460-c.411 BCE), in his History of the
Peloponnesian War, recounts the conflict between
Athens and Sparta. He gives incredibly lengthy
accounts of the political and military maneuvers
of each side, and his attention to detail and careful
narrative were to become a model for many
histories in the centuries to come.

The Romans

By the early centuries BCE, Rome, the
Mediterranean’s new imperial power, was
inspiring histories of its own. Scholars such

as Livy (59 BcE-17 cE) and Tacitus (55-120 cE)
analyzed the reasons for their city's power—and
the start of its perceived decline.

In the view of Tacitus, the effect of imperial
rule had been to undermine the moral fabric
of the state. Roman historians were also not
averse to purveying gossip about their emperors,
such as the salacious details of imperial habits
that appear in Suetonius’s Lives of the Twelve
Caesars. More akin to the military histories of
today is Julius Caesar’s Gallic Wars, an account
of the conquest of Gaul in which Caesar was
the commanding general—a history that also
served to glorify Caesar’s reputation and
promote his political career. From Pliny the



Sima Qian, a scholar in the Han court of
China, sought to document imperial history,
largely through a series of mini-biographies
of important persons.

Younger (61-c.112 cE), we have a graphic
description of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius
in southern Italy in 79 cg, which destroyed the
city of Pompeii and killed his uncle, the naturalist
Pliny the Elder.

Although Pliny’s description is almost scientific
in its precision, giving no role to supernatural
forces, other Romans believed that such events
were caused by the anger of the gods. This was not
merely common superstition:
as late as the 4th century cE,
even educated Roman
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senators sacrificed at the Altar of Victory in
the Senate House, believing that abandoning the
old ways might cause their city’'s ruin.

The Chinese
Other Classical cultures also produced
histories, entirely separate from the
Greco-Roman tradition that began with
Herodotus. From China, in particular, much
has survived from this period. There are
accounts as early as 753 BCE of official scribes
at the court of Ch'in tasked with compiling
records of significant events, and a set of
such annals covering the period 722-481 BCE
in the state of Lu has survived.

Perhaps the most famous Chinese historian,
Sima Qian (c.135-86 BCE), composed
the Shiji (“Records of the Historians”), the
first attempt to compile a comprehensive
history of China from ancient times. Falling
out of favor with the emperor, he was sentenced
to castration. But rather than committing
suicide (the expected outcome of such a
sentence), Sima Qian accepted his punishment
so that he might finish his history.

Many besought
the aid of the
gods, but still more
imagined there
were no gods left.

Pliny the Younger, on the eruption
of Vesuvius, 1st century ce

In 79 ck, the volcano
Vesuvius, in southern
Italy, erupted, burying
the city of Pompeii—
a catastrophic event
graphically documented
by Pliny the Younger.
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M Ecclesiastical
chronicles owed much
to royal patronage; here
the monk Guillaume de
Nangis presents his
Chroniques to Philip IV
of France.

An era of scholarship

The western Roman Empire became Christian in the early

4th century cEg, but collapsed around 150 years later, leaving the
Christian church in possession of the most widespread network
of power throughout Europe. Its scholarship was soon matched
by that of a rising eastern faith—Islam.

After the fall of the western Roman empire,

a series of national histories written in Europe
sought to discover, rediscover, or even invent
the origins of the Germanic kingdoms that had
inherited formerly Roman-occupied territory.
The writers were ecclesiastical figures such as
bishop Gregory of Tours and the English monk
Bede. Between the 8th and 10th centuries, the
European record becomes rich with chronicles. ‘{!

1]

At first simply monks’ scribbled notes on
ecclesiastical calendars, these became more
elaborate accounts of whatever interested the
author, from the Creation onward—often a litany
of fables, plagues, and disasters that cannot be
relied upon as historical evidence. Almost all
chronicles had their origins in the Christian church,
which, as virtually the sole fount of literacy at the
time, controlled what books were written, copied,
and circulated.

Later in the Middle Ages, however, some
chronicles escaped their ecclesiastical origins and
religious bias to give a more rounded view of
events—for example, Geoffrey of Villehardouin's
account of the Fourth Crusade.
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Printed sheets

brought news to a wide
audience, detailing in
words and pictures

The rise of Islam
The Islamic world of the 6th to 10th centuries
experienced an era of expansion, political strength,
and cultural creativity. Islamic scholars were
interested in establishing accurate biographical
information from the past, prompted by the need
to determine which of the traditions about the
life of the prophet Muhammad and the first
caliphs were accurate. It was Muslim scholars,
too—chiefly in the Abbasid capital of Baghdad—
that preserved the works of many ancient Greek
and Roman authors lost to Europe.

The Islamic historical tradition culminated in
such great writers as lbn Khaldun (1332-1406),
a North African scholar whose monumental work,
the Muggadimah, covered the whole of Islamic
history, and included aspects of social history
and economics that European historians would
investigate only some centuries later.

The European Renaissance
From the 12th century, key Classical texts such
as those by the philosopher Aristotle and the

the Byzantine Empire. The pace of scholarly
change in Europe quickened into a cultural
flowering known as the Renaissance.

A central preoccupation of Renaissance
writers, artists, and scholars was the rediscovery
of the past. The Roman era in particular was
perceived as a time of scientific, literary, and
artistic achievement. The study of Roman history
and historians became extremely popular, and
writers such as Niccolo Machiavelli produced
works such as The History of Florence in imitation
of their Roman ancestors. Renaissance authors
wrote not only in Latin, but also in the vernacular,
or everyday language, making their works much
more accessible.

New media

The spread of printing at this time dispersed new

works more widely, and also resulted in a wealth

of printed “primary sources” for historians.
Pamphlets, posters, and news-sheets were

used to disseminate news and also to spread

new ideas to a wider audience: for example, the

events such as the
Gunpowder Plot of
1605 against the
British king.

Islamic manuscripts
feature scenes and
accounts of events at
court and diplomatic
encounters.

medical writer Galen started to return to Europe
through Muslim-controlled Sicily and Spain. Soon
yet more Classical works became available, some
from the dwindling Greek-speaking territories of

distribution of printed material greatly assisted
the success of the radical religious changes

of the Reformation as it swept through Europe
in the 16th and 17th centuries.



Le Petit Journal

(&

Newspapers brought
eagerly awaited news
and colorful images

of events and practices
in far-flung lands.
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A new age of empire

The 18th and 19th centuries were a time of expansionism and
empire, and much of our information about this era displays the
bias of the empire-builders. But it was also a time of revolution,
with established power structures being questioned, challenged,

and often overthrown.

During the 18th century in Europe, religion
gave ground to the human-centered ideology
of the Enlightenment, and it is evident from the
works of thinkers and writers how the scope of
history and commentary widened. The Scottish
economist Adam Smith (1723-1790) included in
his Wealth of Nations a new, historical approach
to the study of capitalism. The French philosopher
Voltaire (1694-1778) argued not only that social
and economic history was just as important as
the prevailing focus on political and diplomatic
matters, but also that much could be learned by
studying the histories of civilizations such as
China and India.

The philosophy of Romanticism found
its way into history, as Johann von Herder
(1744-1803) encouraged his
fellow historians to “feel” their
way inside historical cultures
and, through empathizing, to
really come to understand
how they worked.

Great powers

As European empires gathered
power, other writers viewed national

and imperial greatness as the -«
pinnacle of human achievement. /f /
In Germany, historians began 4 7 j

to concentrate on tracing |
the history of their nation
(which was unified,
politically, in 1871),
while the History of
England written by



Baron Macaulay (1800-1859) detailed what he saw
as the steady, virtually uninterrupted English
ascendancy to greatness.

Outside Europe, views of empire were at times
similarly positive. In the view of the Indian writer
Ghulam Hussain Tabatabai (in his Siyyar al-
Mutakherin of 1781), the gradual British takeover
of India was valuable in filling a power vacuum
created by the decline of Mughal power. In Japan,
the Nihon Gaishi (“Unofficial History of Japan”) by
Rai Sanyo (1780-1832) argued that domination
by powerful military clans had been Japan’'s
undoing, and that power rightfully belonged to
the emperor alone. This proposal influenced
many of the leaders of the movement that restored
imperial power to Japan in 1868.

New sources

The spread of literacy in this era compared
to previous centuries has left historians
a wider range of sources than just

the views of the educated classes.
There are revealing accounts, for
example, made by common
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Images of slavery
cast a shadow over
imperialism, even
though support for the
sale of slaves was
widespread at the time.

soldiers during the Peninsular War campaign
(1808-1814) of the Napoleonic Wars. Alex de
Tocqueville (1805-1859) wrote his history of the
French Revolution making use of first-hand
accounts of events and a huge range of
administrative documents, such as the cahiers
de doléances (lists of grievances) that the French
communes sent to the legislature in 1789.

In the 19th century, the vastly increased
availability of primary sources was complemented
by new methods of recording events as they
happened. The spread of photography from the
1830s made it possible for future historians to see
what the past actually looked like. By the end of the
20th century, the first moving pictures and the first
voice recordings had given us the possibility of an
even more thrillingly direct insight into the past.
History had come alive.

The neoclassical style in
architecture allied itself to the noble
ideals of the past, both in imperial
Europe and, in buildings such as
Washington, D.C.'s Capitol, the
burgeoning new nation of the US.
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The Russian
Revolution of 1917
promised a new world
order, yet Communism
itself was overthrown
in 1989.

Past, present, and future

The revolutions and terrible wars of the 20th century profoundly
affected people’s views of their times and the histories that they
wrote. The 21st century has continued to confront us with deeply
shocking events, on which we have yet to gain a full perspective.

The Revolution of 1917 that toppled the
Russian czars had at its base a brand-
new ideology—Marxism. Karl Marx
(1818-1883) argued that history should
be seen as a process by which societies
develop through a series of stages,
from ancient to feudal, then bourgeois,
which would in turn
be superseded by a
“communist” society.
Marx argued that
there is an
uncontrollable

development from one stage to another, fueled

by struggles between social classes over the
ownership of wealth. In Marx's view, violent social
revolution was necessary to move from one
phase to another. This is exactly what occurred in
Russia in 1917, but it was not, as Marx predicted,
repeated in the more industrialized countries of
Europe, such as Germany.

Marxism may have challenged modern
historians to take a different view of history,
but the advent of two world wars led to other
major preoccupations. World Wars | and Il
devastated large parts of Europe and Asia,

. and profoundly affected the political systems
¥ of large parts of the world.

The sheer quantity of evidence available
from a conflict such as World War ll—from
first-hand accounts to photographs and
films—appears to make the job of the

historian disarmingly simple, but it has

also become dauntingly complex, in that
there is so much information from every

side of the conflict to be sifted through
and compared.

Instant access
At the beginning of the 21st century,
technology has become so advanced that
it gives us multiple records of major events.
These are records that can all be accessed
in an instant through our television sets,
personal computers, and now even our
cell phones. The development of
the Internet since the 1990s means
that we can now capture, store, and
transmit information at a speed that
would have seemed supernatural
only 200 years ago.
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The use of art as
a tool to denigrate
enemies has a long
history. Whereas
ancient Egyptian
pharaohs might be
depicted trampling
the enemy, this Soviet
propaganda poster
from World War Il
shows Allied powers
literally tying Hitler
“in knots.”

Future perspectives

Access to information, as well as the first-hand Revo}-“tion_s
accounts we can hear for ourselves from people a]_fe the locomotlves

who have made history (such as the veterans of .

World War 1), can lull us into feeling as though Of hlstory

somehow we “know” our recent history. Karl Marx (1818-1883)
However, just as the “enquiries” of the ancient

Greeks were only the first step in producing a

history, so our recordings and transcriptions of when these individuals ask not only what
events in the modern world are simply contributions happened but why it happened, they may arrive
to an abundance of sources that we leave for the at answers that are very different to those we

historians who will look back on the 20th and 21st are so certain of today.
centuries. Then, as ever, it will be how historians
interpret their sources that makes history, not the
sources themselves. Historians perpetually revisit
the past, reassessing it in the light of updated

social attitudes—for example, toward women or
P Television and the

ethnic groups—as they do so.

In many cases, it is only with hindsight that we
can focus fully on the causes and consequences of
events. In years to come, our own ideas and biases
may well be held up for scrutiny (and perhaps
disapproval) by the historians of the future. And

Internet have become
important media for
propaganda, used ably
by former al-Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden
to disseminate his
messages worldwide.
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The world to 3000 Bce

Set against the age of the Earth itself, which is some 4.5 billion
years old, human history covers a comparatively short span.
Human ancestors split genetically from their apelike ancestors
around 5 to 6 million years ago, though anatomically modern
humans—Homo sapiens—only appeared about 200,000 years ago.
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Humans rapidly migrated from their African homelands, and

had spread to almost the entire world by about 12,000 years ago.
Around 2,000 years later, the invention of agriculture in the Middle
East led to the emergence of settled and increasingly complex
societies—and eventually to the world’s first cities.

The prehistoric world
Early humanity had reached
S, Australia by 40,000 years ago, and
- Last dwarf mammoths ‘ the Americas by at least 12,000

S T become extinct €.3000 BCE .., :
fowd TS Wrangel \ “+ years ago. The first towns and the
L _fsland ° earliest civilizations would emerge

in Mesopotamia (in the Middle East),
Egypt, northwest India, and around
the Yangtze River in China, all
between 5000 and 3000 BCE.
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The African country
of Tanzania, where
archaeologists have
discovered evidence
of many of our earliest
ancestors, has been
called the “cradle of
human life.”

Human ancestors

The evolution of modern humans extends back millions of years,
beginning with a genetic split between chimpanzees and humans
5 to 6 million years ago. The process is not easy to trace, as our
evidence comes from scattered, unrelated finds. The emergence

of Homo sapiens, modern humans, is a comparatively recent
development, occurring around 200,000 years ago, and evidence of
the first settled villages dates only as far back as about 10,000 Bck.

The Australopithecines

A E AFRICA X 4.5 MILLION YEARS AGO

Among the earliest known human ancestors
are the Australopithecines (“southern ape-men”),
who evolved in the East African forests. By

3 million years ago, the Australopithecines

had diversified into many forms that shared a
vital characteristic—they were bipedal, standing
on two feet.

The Laetoli footprints and Lucy
Around 3.6 million years ago, a volcanic eruption
deposited a layer of ash at Laetoli, Tanzania. This
ash, made cement-Llike by rain, preserved the
footprints of at least five Australopithecine

individuals. The prints confirmed that they walked
upright, with a rolling gait. The most complete
Australopithecine skeleton, discovered in Ethiopia
in 1975, is of a young female, dubbed “Lucy.” She
stood around 3 ft (1 m) tall and weighed around
60 b (27 kg), while her pelvis shows clear signs
of adaptation for an erect posture.

Walking upright enabled the Australopithecines
to operate away from the forests in the open
terrain of the savannah, giving them a wider
food-gathering range than their competitors.

By 3 million years ago, they flourished throughout
much of sub-Saharan Africa.

T ——



Homo habilis

HUMAN ANCESTORS

A0 E AFRICA X 2.4TO 1.4 MILLION YEARS AGO

The earliest “hominins”"—human ancestors—to
be placed in the same genus, Homo, as the modern
human species Homo sapiens, evolved a little
more than 2 million years ago. The first to be

A skull of Homo habilis, one of the earliest
human ancestors.

discovered, in Tanzania's Olduvai Gorge, was
Homo habilis (“handyman”), so named for their
use of stone tools.

Homo habilis resembled the Australopithecines
(see facing page) but had a larger brain size, and
teeth and hands that show a greater evolution
toward those of modern humans, while still
retaining a low, heavy-browed skull and long arms.

The Homo habilis camp site at Olduvai Gorge,
where their fossil remains were first unearthed,
included a scatter of simple stone tools such
as shaped flints (see p.32) and broken animal
bones, showing evidence of the deliberate
breaking-up of carcasses. Homo habilis probably
sleptin trees, in relative safety from lions and
other predators. There are some indications that
Homo habilis was capable of primitive speech,
permitting the development of more complicated
social organization.

Homo erectus

A0 E ASIA, AFRICA, EUROPE & 2 MILLION TO 143,000 YEARS AGO

The very earliest examples of a new species
of hominin, Homo erectus (“upright man”), date
from around 2 million years ago in East Africa.
The tools that Homo erectus made were of
significantly improved design from those

of Homo habilis (see above), and included
shaped hand axes and cleaving tools, which
were used for specific functions, such as
butchering animals.

These early humans were skilled hunters
and brilliant opportunists, quick to take
advantage of different environments, which
must have been a key factor in the success
of the species. By 500,000 years ago, these
early humans had adapted successfully to
a wide variety of tropical and temperate
environments, moving as far northeast
as China. Numerous fragments of a species

Homo erectus was powerfully built
with massive brow ridges, a large face,
and a long, low skull.

classified as Homo erectus were found in
Zhoukoudian Cave, near Beijing—the skeletons
found there were dubbed “Peking Man.” They
are known to have used fire, making settlement
possible in cold locations, and allowing them
to cook food, which in turn led to the evolution
of smaller jaws and less robust teeth.

31
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Tool making and speech

Although certain species of ape, including chimpanzees, have been
observed to use tools such as sticks and stones for digging, opening
shellfish, or menacing enemies, it was early human ancestors who
were the first to deliberately shape tools around 3 million years ago.
Around the same time, our ancestors began to evolve the necessary
changes in the brain and voice box to permit language.

The development of tools

The earliest stone tools were probably modified
rocks found in Kenya, which date to 3.3 million
years ago, although it is unclear which species
made them. Later Homo habilis and other early
human ancestors created stone artifacts, including
pebbles and rock fragments, by deliberately
removing flakes. They used some tools as
scrapers, others as choppers, and the basic forms
did not change for thousands of years. An early
hominin species called Homo heidelbergensis may
have been the first to create spears by mounting
sharp stone tips on wooden shafts around 500,000
years ago in southern Africa.

Physical evolution and language
The development of articulate language was

a key threshold in human evolution, because it
allowed for an enhanced level of cooperation.
Exactly when it emerged is difficult to define.
Homo habilis had a slightly more human-like

)

frontal lobe (the part of the brain that houses
speech control) than the earlier Australopithecines.
Homo erectus, around 1.8 million years ago, had

a lower-positioned larynx, which would have
allowed a wider variety of vocal sounds. Homo
heidelbergensis was found to possess the hyoid
bone at the root of the larynx that facilitates
speech. It was only around 300,000 years ago
that the base of the skull evolved to allow a full
range of sounds.

Around 40,000 to 50,000 years ago, during
what some anthropologists term the “Great
Leap Forward,” modern humans seem to have
developed language of the kind we would
recognize today. The first symbolic representations
of the world, such as the cave art at Lascaux
in France (see p.39), accompanied this leap.
Language and art enabled our ancestors to
pass on skills, traditions, and discoveries, an
essential foundation for the complex societies
that would emerge from around 10,000 BCE.

£ A flint blade shaped on both faces from
a period when Homo erectus refined the tools
of earlier ancestors.




The Neanderthals
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A3 AFRICA, EUROPE, W EURASIA & 350,000 TO 40,000 YEARS AGO

Around 350,000 years ago, a new species,

Homo neanderthalensis, appeared in Africa.

It would be the last major human-like species
before the evolution of fully modern humans.
The Neanderthals spread out from Africa, by
200,000 years ago reaching as far as Uzbekistan
and Iran in the east and the Iberian peninsula in
the west, then moving into northern Europe. They
were named for the site in Germany where one
of the first specimens was discovered, in 1856.
They had a short, robust build, powerful limbs,

a protruding face, and heavy brow ridges, but a
body shape closer to that of modern humans
than preceding species.

Neanderthal lifestyle

The Neanderthals were expert hunters, who
pursued animals such as bison with wooden and
stone-tipped spears. They made sophisticated
tools and dwelt in caves, rock shelters, and open
camps. They may have been capable of speech,
although their larynx is higher than in modern
humans, which would have impeded the use

Gorham'’s Cave on Gibraltar is thought to have
been one of the very last sites inhabited by the
Neanderthals before their extinction.

s @ A Neanderthal
e skull shows a
distinctive brow ridge.
Neanderthals had
large brains and more
rounded heads than
their predecessors.

of the broad spectrum of sounds necessary
for full language. This was the first species to
exhibit a sense of care for the dead. In one grave
at Teshik-Tash in Uzbekistan, ibex horns had been
placed in a circle around the skull, and a fire lit
around the body.

DNA recovered from remains reveals that
the Neanderthals were not our direct ancestors.
They did, however, live alongside modern humans
(Homo sapiens, or “wise humans”), who migrated
northward from Africa into Europe around 45,000
years ago. It may be that competition with (or
possibly absorption by) the newcomers caused
their extinction around 40,000 years ago.
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™ Sea levels dropped
as seawater froze
during the last Ice
Age. A land bridge

at the Bering Strait
allowed hominins to
migrate from Siberia
into North America.

The earliest humans

Modern humans, Homo sapiens, evolved around 200,000 years

ago in East Africa. Physically, they were not well adapted to cold
conditions, and the Ice Age that began around the time they appeared
confined them to a small area of tropical Africa and southwestern
Asia. Despite this, their large brain size and capacity for language

left them poised to expand out of this initial heartland.

The Ice Ages

A WORLDWIDE, EXCEPT TROPICAL REGIONS & 2 MILLION TO 11,000 YEARS AGO

Over millions of years, Earth has experienced a
series of Ice Ages. These periods of intense cold
were punctuated by intervals of milder conditions,
known as interglacials. The last Ice Age began
around 2.5 million years ago, and we are currently
in an interglacial period that began around 11,000
years ago. During the glacial periods of the last Ice
Age, the Earth’s natural environments experienced
major changes. Huge ice sheets formed over
Scandinavia and covered most of Canada and part
of the US as far south as the Great Lakes. There

were ice sheets in the mountains of the Pyrenees
and the Andes, and on Central Asian mountains.
South of these areas, huge expanses of barren
land extended from the Atlantic to Siberia. These
environments suffered nine-month winters,
making them uninhabitable for our ancestors,
who instead moved south to more temperate
and tropical regions. During interglacials, the

ice sheets started to melt, sea levels rose, and
humans returned north, following the animals
they hunted and the plants they foraged.




Homo sapiens in Africa
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A AFRICA & 195,000 TO 50,000 YEARS AGO

Anatomically modern humans—Homo sapiens—
appeared almost 200,000 years ago, probably
in East Africa. They were taller than their
immediate predecessors, males averaging about
5% ft (1.75 m), and heavier. Their faces were less
protruding than their Neanderthal contemporaries
(see p.33) and their brow ridge was less
prominent. Brain size was larger than in most
previous species, though actually somewhat
smaller than the average Neanderthal brain.
The larynx was lower, so they could vocalize a
wide enough range of sounds to form language
as we know it.

Homo sapiens were long-limbed, giving them
a greater skin surface area from which heat
could be lost—an adaptation suited to warmer
climates. The narrow pelvic girdle necessary for
a fully upright stance meant that babies had to be
born at an earlier stage in their development, with
smaller skulls and brains—which is why human
babies are dependent on their parents for so
much longer, relatively, than any other species.
The shorter gestation period allowed more
frequent pregnancies, enabling greater
population growth.

Despite their advantages, Homo sapiens
at this stage did not compete well with the
Neanderthals in their territories in Europe and
southwest Asia. The most important sites for
early Homo sapiens lie within Africa, with a few
in modern Israel. At the earliest known site,

J) MITOCHONDRIAL EVE

Examination of a wide range of samples

of mitochondrial DNA (matter outside the
nucleus of the cell, which is passed down
from every mother to her offspring) has
revealed that all living humans have a
common ancestor who lived in Africa
around 200,000 years ago. This unknown
matriarch has been dubbed “Mitochondrial
Eve,” and we all share at least some
genetic information with her. By studying
mitochondrial DNA, scientists have been
able to track the movement of Homo sapiens
across the globe.

Omo in Ethiopia, bones have been dated to around
195,000 years ago. At Klasies River Cave, South
Africa, a population of Homo sapiens lived from
about 120,000 years ago, hunting seal and
antelope, and gathering roots and shellfish.

B An early Homo sapiens skull discovered in South
Africa shows very close affinities to the skull
shapes of humans today.

Cultural advances

and expansion

The development of art is taken as an
important indicator of when Homo sapiens
developed fully modern cognitive abilities,
because it requires reasoning, planning, and
the expression of intangible feelings. The oldest
definitively dated decorative items, red ochres
engraved with geometric patterns, come from
Blombos Cave in South Africa and are about
77,000 years old. They mark a shift into the
Upper Paleolithic period, in which Homo sapiens,
whose population was probably only around

a million, expanded both in numbers and,
through a series of remarkable migrations

(see overleaf), in their territories.
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Settling the world

A WORLDWIDE & 50,000 TO 15,000 YEARS AGO

The most significant of all human migrations
began around 50,000 years ago during the last
Ice Age (see p.34). This period saw the spread

of Homo sapiens out of Africa, until they settled
the whole of mainland Eurasia and crossed land
bridges into the Americas. Homo sapiens had
also mastered tropical waters with canoes or
rafts, which allowed them to drift to New Guinea
and Australia. Colonizing the world was not a
deliberate project, but a consequence of following
game migrations and searching for new animals
to hunt and new food plants to gather. The
adaptability of Homo sapiens as a species made
them capable of exploiting a vast range of

new environments.

The settlement of North America
The ancestors of today's Native Americans crossed
into North America via a land bridge that existed

at the Bering Strait up until 10,000 years ago. The
earliest human sites in the Americas have long
been thought to be in Alaska, at Broken Mammoth
and Healy Lake; they date from around 11,000 to
12,000 years ago. However, finds at Buttermilk

& Human footprints found at the Willandra Lakes,
New South Wales, Australia, reveal that this area
was inhabited around 40,000 years ago.

B European cave paintings date from around
32,000 years ago. This scene, from Lascaux
in France, shows a bison, a common theme in
prehistoric cave art.

Creek in Texas, dating to 15,000 years ago, and at
Monte Verde in Chile to around 14,000 years ago,
suggest much earlier settlement.

The settlers in Alaska established what is
known as the Clovis culture, and this eventually
extended as far south as Panama. The Clovis
people may have been responsible for the




widespread extinction of gigantic mammals that
took place at about this time. That extinction could
in turn have contributed to the end of their culture
around 11,000 years ago.

Expansion into Australia
Some 50,000 years ago, Java, Sumatra, and
Borneo were joined by land, but to reach Australia
and New Guinea required a series of sea crossings
and must have involved the use of boats. Homo
sapiens had certainly reached the Australian
mainland soon after this, as indicated by
a series of rock shelters in the Northern
Territory and north of Adelaide. Dating
back some 40,000 years, Lake Mungo in
New South Wales is the most important
early site. The Homo sapiens remains
found there were partially covered in
red ocher, indicating a ritual element
to the burials.

The arrival of humans in Australia
coincided with the extinction of
massive vertebrates that had
previously inhabited the continent,
although it is not clear whether the
newcomers hunted them to extinction,
or whether brushfires set by early
humans destroyed their habitat. The
early settlers, ancestors of today's
Aboriginal peoples, developed an
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isolated and unique culture, many elements
of which still survive; the earliest boomerang
found—at Wyrie Swamp, Tasmania—dates
from around 8000 BCE.

Expansion elsewhere
Homo sapiens gradually infiltrated almost
every other habitable part of the globe, reaching
southwestern Europe by around 45,000 years
ago. The group of Homo sapiens that settled here
are referred to as Cro-Magnon, and they entirely
displaced the Neanderthal population in this
region. By around 40,000 years ago Homo
sapiens had migrated to eastern Europe and
southwestern Siberia, colonizing Japan
by around 30,000 to 35,000 years ago.
Although the Clovis people, who had
colonized North America from Alaska
to Panama, did not penetrate South
America themselves, later groups
reached the very tip of the continent
by around 9000 BcE. After this, with
the exception of certain Pacific islands
and particularly remote regions of
the globe, the long migration of Homo
sapiens out of Africa was complete.

Clovis spear points have a bifacial,
concave, and fluted shape, which was
replicated throughout the entire area
occupied by the culture.
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& Spear-fishing with
barbed poles, such
as this 10,000-year-
old harpoon made
from an antler, was
widespread in later
prehistoric times.

Hunter-gatherers

Hunting and foraging for food was the only way of life for
humans until around 12,000 years ago. It was a successful
lifestyle that, in its flexibility, had significant advantages over the
settled agricultural societies that would supplant it. Today, only a
handful of hunter-gatherer societies survive, in the Amazon Basin
and in Africa, which provide vital evidence for their prehistoric

forebears’ way of life.

Early evidence
Hunter-gatherers have to range across a wide
area for food, and so carry few possessions with
them. As a result, prehistoric hunter-gatherers
have left few material remains.

Rare finds of digging sticks, such as at
Gwisho in Central Africa, and flint sickle blades
show that people dug for tubers and harvested
wild grasses. Broken animal and fish bones and
plant pollens reveal details of the hunter-gatherer
diet, as do deep middens (waste sites) crammed
with discarded mollusk shells.

Sites such as Star Carr in northeast
England, from around 9000 BcE, show that
hunter-gatherers might return again and
again to the same places, establishing seasonal
settlements close to where game was plentiful.
Small figurines and carvings of bears and
mammoths discovered at Dolni Véstonice in
Czechia (former Czech Republic), and remarkable
fish sculptures from Lepenski Vir in Serbia, show
the level of cultural sophistication that such early
societies could reach.

Eventually, however, hunting-gathering
was replaced by farming. Probably, as
agriculturalists encroached on their
territory, some hunter-gatherers adopted
the new way of life, while others were forced
into the margins. In marginal environments,
farming always carries the risk of starvation
if crops fail, and today there are still isolated
groups, such as the San of the Kalahari
desert in Africa, that maintain the ancient
hunter-gatherer traditions.

& A hunter is depicted in a cave painting from
Faraway Bay, Western Australia, dating to around
20,000 years ago.



Art and ritual
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A WORLDWIDE % 40,000 TO 4,000 YEARS AGO

Around 77,000 years ago, early humans began
to create the first examples of art—geometric
patterns incised on ocher. By 40,000 to 50,000
years ago the repertoire had extended to images
incised on animal bones, sculpted from ivory,
and painted on cave walls. This artistic activity
coincides with the first evidence of religious belief,
and both of these developments indicate an ability
to think about ideas or concepts that lie outside
immediate, everyday existence.

Cave art
A tradition of cave painting arose about 40,000
years ago on the Indonesian island of Sulawesi
and among the Cro-Magnon people of western
Europe, where flamboyant artworks survive,
sheltered from the elements. The cave paintings
depict a wide range of animals, some of them,
such as mammoth and woolly rhinoceros, long
extinct; others, like wild horses, European bison,
and reindeer, still familiar today. In a
society dependent on hunting, animal
paintings may have been the focus of
rituals intended to ensure success
and a rich supply of meat.

By contrast, human figures
in cave paintings are rare,
and when they do survive are
highly stylized or masked.
However, impressions
of human hands and
indecipherable signs do
appear on the walls of
caves, including Altamira
in Spain, and Chauvet,
Niaux, and Lascaux in
France. One theory is that
the art was created by
shamans who acted as
mediums with the spiritual
world, communicating with
ancestors and spirit totems.
Other artistic creations,
including carved female
statuettes known as “Venus
figurines,” may have been

,
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In later rock art, symbols such as this circular
sign filled with dots start to feature alongside
depictions of animal and human figures.

related to hunter-gatherer fertility cults,
while the burial of possessions alongside
bodies indicates belief in an afterlife.

From ritual to religion
As societies grew more complex,
they began to devote particular
areas and spaces to cult practices.
: At Catalhoyuk in Turkey, murals
identify places used for ritual around
7000 BCE. In time, lavish temples
would be built for the worship
of complex pantheons of gods,
who demanded elaborate rituals
performed only by a priestly
elite. A glimpse of hunter-
gatherer beliefs can now only be
seen in societies such as that of the
Australian Aborigines, who continue
to commemorate their ancestral
spirits with spectacular rock art.

The “Venus of Willendorf,” carved
around 20-25,000 years ago, may
have been a fertility talisman.




The cave paintings at Lascaux, France,
date from around 16,000 years ago. They
include a wealth of animal representations,
such as this bison, as well as symbolic
and human forms. Many figures are in
inaccessible corners that may have
required the use of scaffolding.
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Early societies

The transition to an agricultural existence, which began around
11,000 years ago and was virtually complete by about 2000 Bck, gave
rise to new ways of life, including the first settled communities. From
this period of early farming, known as the Neolithic, also emerge the
earliest monumental remains, including striking megalithic structures
that appear across northern and western Europe.

The cradle of agriculture

A TURKEY, SYRIA, IRAQ, PAKISTAN, CHINA, MESOAMERICA X 8500-6000 Bce

The end of the last Ice Age around 11,000 years
ago, and the accompanying rise in temperatures,
was the trigger for the switch from the hunter-
gatherer lifestyle to one of agricultural and animal
domestication. This first took place in around
8500 BCE, in an area known as the “Fertile
Crescent” that includes Turkey, Syria, and Iraq.
The hot, dry summers and cool, wet winters,
together with a wide variety of altitudes and
a large number of wild cereals and legumes,
provided ideal conditions for agriculture to
succeed. Agriculture arose independently in other
regions with favorable climatic conditions—in
China’s Yangtze Valley in around 7000 BCE and,
a thousand years later, in Mesoamerica and
possibly at Mehrgarh in Pakistan.

Early agriculture

The first plants to be adapted from their wild
forms for cultivation were cereals—emmer and
einkorn, barley and rye. These are found at sites
such as Abu Hureyra in Syria, where a small
foraging settlement became a compact farming
community of mudbrick dwellings.

At around the same time, animals were
domesticated—goats first, then sheep, pigs, and
cattle—providing a reliable source of meat, milk,
and other animal products. The settled nature of
agriculture compared with hunter-gathering, and
the ready availability of food, led to large increases
in population—the site of Ain ‘Ghazal in Jordan
more than doubled in size between 7250 BCE
and 6750 BCE.

B Ears of emmer, originally a wild grass
that early agriculturalists selectively

bred to enhance its crop yield.



The spread of farming
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A WORLDWIDE & 7000-2000 sce

Around 7000 BcE, agricultural societies of the
Near East began to show signs of stress caused
by growing populations. Some sites shrank in size;
others were abandoned. This may have led to

a dispersal of the agricultural population, and
increased pastoralism (animal herding).

Farming in Europe and Asia
Farming seems to have reached the Balkans

in southeast Europe by around 6500 BCE, and
by around 5500 BCE had penetrated as far west
as the Iberian Peninsula. Its range extended by
3500 BcE to northern Germany, Scandinavia,
and the British Isles.

Agriculture moved east from the Zagros
mountains of the Iran-Iraq borderlands to reach
the Caucasus, Turkmenistan, and Pakistan
(although farming in Pakistan may have developed
independently). By 3000 Bce farming had reached
India’s Ganges Valley, and by 2500 BcE it extended

as far as the Altai in Central Asia. In eastern Asia,
an agricultural economy based on rice and millet
spread from its origins in the Yangtze Valley to
reach southern China by 3000 BcE and Southeast
Asia by at least 2300 BCE.

Farming in Africa and

the Americas

Agriculture first arrived in Egypt around

5500 BCE, and spread southwards (it may also
have arisen independently in sub-Saharan
Africa around 2000 BCE).

In the Americas, sunflowers were grown for
food in 4000 BCE. The staple crops of native
American agriculture, corn and beans, were
domesticated in Central America by 3500 BCE.
In the high altitudes of the Andes in South America,
potatoes were cultivated as early as 5000 BCE,
and llamas were domesticated around 1,000
years later.

Agricultural living
increased the need for
food storage vessels
and pottery.

™ In Mesoamerica, with
few animals available
for domestication, the
llama was used as a
pack animal, for meat,
and for the materials
woven from its hair.
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Skara Brae,

a well-preserved
Neolithic settlement
of stone houses on
Orkney, Scotland.

The first villages

A0 JORDAN, SYRIA, TURKEY & 9600-7000 Bce

Once prehistoric peoples had begun to cultivate
domestic crops and keep livestock, they
established permanent settlements. The earliest
farming villages were compact huddles of
mudbrick houses.

At Abu Hureyra, Syria, several hundred farmers
lived in close proximity to their fields and to
one another. By 8000 BCE, Jericho, in the Jordan
Valley, had become a small, walled town, whose
inhabitants lived in beehive-shaped houses with
stone foundations and plastered floors (under
which they were eventually buried).

Trade, society, and religion

Another highly successful settlement was
Catalhoyiik in Turkey, which thrived from 7000 BCE
and was inhabited for more than 1,000 years. Its
population lived in rectangular houses, built very
close together, which were entered through the
roof. The houses were whitewashed and painted

with geometric patterns. Catalhdylik probably
prospered because of its trade in obsidian,

a highly prized black volcanic glass found

in Turkey that was used for cutting tools.
Trading networks are another sign of society’s
increasing sophistication. They allowed village
settlements to acquire resources from elsewhere,
“paying” for their goods by exchanging their
agricultural surpluses.

With less time needed to find food, people
had more time to specialize in other aspects
of life. Some became skilled workers, such
as potters and masons, while others became
shamans or priests and guided the growing
ancestor and fertility cults.

Gobekli Tepe, in southeastern Turkey, dates from
around 9500 BcE and is thought to be the world's
oldest temple building. Its monumental pillars are
carved with images of animals.




Discovery of metals
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AU EURASIA, MESOAMERICA X 8000-2000 sce

Humans had made tools out of stone, bone,

and wood for thousands of years. The advent

of copper-working around 7000 BCE was a

significant watershed in human history and

the beginning of a long association with metals.
Copper ores are relatively common around

the Mediterranean, found in surface outcrops

easily identifiable by their distinctive green

color. The earliest copper items were hammered

crude axes and beads, but it was the discovery

of copper smelting—heating ore with charcoal

to extract the metal—that opened the way to the

development of a range of practical and decorative

items. At first, smelting was done in open

fires, until it was found that crucibles—

heat-resistant vessels of fired clay—produced

metal more efficiently.

The spread of metallurgy

This discovery of smelting seems to have occurred
independently in western Asia around 6000 BCE
and in East Asia before 2000 BcE. The earliest use
of gold and silver dates to around 6000-5000 BCE,
with both metals being used for decorative and
ritual purposes, as their malleability makes them
unsuitable for everyday use. Between 4000 and
2000 BcE, knowledge of metalworking reached
most of Eurasia and North Africa. The demand

for metals promoted the growth of trade networks;
lowland Mesopotamia, for example—the focus

of the earliest civilizations—has no native metal
or ore, and societies there needed to import metal
from Anatolia or the Iranian plateau. In Europe,
copper mines existed from around 5100 BCE at
Varna in Bulgaria.

From copper to bronze

Some time after 3500 BCE, people discovered
that mixing copper and tin together to create

an alloy, named bronze, produced a much more
durable metal, suitable for weaponry, armor,
and tools. By 3300 BCE, the Mesopotamians

had adopted the technique, as had the Egyptians
around 3100 BCE, beginning the Bronze Age.
Bronze-working was discovered in China around
2000 BcE and from there spread throughout
eastern and Southeast Asia.

The discovery

of copper allowed
prehistoric humans
to manufacture
much more effective
tools and weapons,
such as these copper
ax heads.

A grave from Varna
in Bulgaria, where rich
metal deposits allowed
a culture to develop

in which costly goods
accompanied the dead.
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The dramatic stone
circle at Stonehenge
is thought by some

to have been built to
mark the summer
and winter solstices—
critical events in
farming societies.

Megaliths

As agriculture spread across Europe, new and more centralized
communities—mainly in the north and west of the continent, but also
as far afield as Malta—created monuments with vast pieces of stone,
called megaliths. We may never know their exact purpose, but they
are clearly an expression of a belief system, marking out the seasons
and the cyclical movements of the sun, moon, and stars.

Barrows and henges
In the 4th millennium BCE, European farming
communities created long earthen burial
mounds (“barrows”) and stone-chambered
tombs, such as that at West Kennet in Wiltshire,
southern Britain, where a passageway in a barrow
leads to side chambers in which as many as
46 corpses were interred. At Newgrange in Ireland
a similar chambered tomb features patterns of
spirals and circles, typical of a new artistic
technique that characterized the art of the
megalith builders.

“Henge” monuments appeared around 3200 BCE.
Henges consist of a circular or oval area enclosed
by a bank, containing a circle of wooden posts or

huge stones. Wooden circles have largely
perished—although at Woodhenge in Wiltshire,
the post-holes have survived; the deepest
measure about 6 ft (2 m), indicating posts that
stood some 17 ft (5.5 m) high. The stone circles,
however, are the most remarkable monuments

of the megalithic age. These are spread throughout
northern and western Europe, with the British
Isles alone containing perhaps 1,000 stone circles.
The circle at Avebury, Wiltshire, 1,381 ft (420 m)
in diameter, is among the largest that survive,
and probably acted as the ritual focus for a large
area of southwestern Britain. At Carnac in France,
elaborate, long rows of standing stones form a
similarly striking ensemble.




Stonehenge

Stonehenge, in southern England, is perhaps
the most famous megalithic site of all. First
begun around 3100 BCE as a simple earthwork
enclosure, the site was developed over the next
1,000 years in several stages. Around 2500 BCE,
a central stone circle of giant sandstones (or
sarsen stones) was set up, each weighing around
26 tons (23,586 kg). Each was shaped into the
correct size by hammering with great stone
balls or “mauls.” How exactly the sarsens were
erected is unknown, but the complex must have
demanded a huge investment in time and labor,
implying a highly centralized society. Around
2300 BcE, a circle of bluestones—transported all
the way from Preseli in south Wales, a distance
of some 155 miles (250 km)—was erected.

The end of the megalith age

By around 1500 BCE, the megalithic age in Europe
was on the wane. Construction of stone circles
ceased in Britain and northern France. The focus
of religion in northern Europe turned to the ritual
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deposit of weaponry in lakes and bogs and the
last evidence of additions at Stonehenge dates
to around 1100 BcE. Some time around 1000 BCE,

some of the stones were deliberately overturned.

Although the monuments were not forgotten,
their makers and their meaning became
utterly obscure.

& The Mnajdra temple
complex on Malta, built
around 3500 BCE, is the
crowning achievement
of a flourishing
megalithic culture

on the island.

4 This stone
passageway leads
to a burial chamber
at the 5,000-year-
old megalithic
passage-tomb at
Newgrange, Ireland.
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Jericho, in Jordan,
after 6000 BCE,
developed from a
permanent village into
one of the first towns.

The first towns

A0 NEAR EAST & 5000-3000 bce

The world's earliest known large towns and

cities developed in Mesopotamia in the 4th
millennium BCE, perhaps through the need to
organize the construction of irrigation channels
fed by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. At first the
towns were little more than agglomerations of
villages and related families, but soon they
became major centers of trade with vast irrigation
works that watered the countryside and produced
several crops a year. The irrigated fields increased
productivity could now support larger populations;
in Egypt, the Nile (see facing page, below) fulfilled a
similar role.

Cities and hierarchies

The change was not simply a matter of size,

but was accompanied by radical changes in the
region’s society, economy, and politics. Society
became increasingly hierarchical, with rulers
(often kings) at the top, who were frequently seen
as living gods, and below them a small privileged
class of high officials and priests. Lower down the

social scale came craftsmen, lesser officials,
soldiers, and the commoners. The authority of
the rulers came not just from a threat of force,
but from religious ideas about authority. These
beliefs are commemorated by art and by writing
on temple walls, and were reinforced by elaborate
ceremonies. Each city clustered around temple
precincts; those in Mesopotamia were built on top
of mudbrick pyramids, called ziggurats.

From its original heartland in southern
Mesopotamia, urbanism spread northward
to sites such as Nineveh on the Tigris, Mari on the
Euphrates, and Susa in western Iran. Each town
or city tended to remain an independent entity
(or city-state). In Egypt, however, a process of
consolidation into a single state was complete
as early as 3000 BCE.

Catalhdyiik in modern Turkey, founded
7500 BCE, had a population of some 8,000
at its peak, yet it did not survive into the
Bronze Age to become a city.




Early Mesopotamia
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AJ JRAQ, W IRAN, SE SYRIA & 6000-3000 sce

By around 6000 BCE, a culture known as the
Halafian had become established in northern
Mesopotamia. Communities lived in villages of
domed houses built of clay, relied on long-distance
trade, and buried their dead in distinctive

shaft graves. They were replaced by the 'Ubaid
culture, a pre-eminent Mesopotamian culture

that was the first to use irrigation to increase

crop yields. It was also at this time that the first
urban centers appeared, at Eridu and Uruk.

The first cities

As with many other Mesopotamian cities, Eridu
was originally a shrine. It honored the god Enki,
ruler of the Abyss, who had created order from
chaos. The shrine went through six or more
incarnations before finally becoming an imposing
step pyramid.

Uruk arose between 4800
and 3750 BcE. By 2800 BCE,
it occupied around 615
acres (250 hectares) and
may have housed 5,000
people. It depended on trade
networks for goods in exchange
for its grain, and may have had
satellite colonies as far as the
Zagros Mountains, several hundred
miles to the north, to ensure control
of key trade routes.

B3 A small statuette from
3rd millennium BcE Uruk
shows a worshiper bearing
offerings to the gods.

Predynastic Egypt

AJ EGYPT & 4000-3100 sce

In 4000 BCE, Egypt consisted of a valley of farmers
living in small communities along the Nile; the
river's annual flooding, or inundation, deposited
rich, fertile silt on a broad strip along its banks.
There were many small kingdoms, the largest

of which were based in growing towns such as
Abydos and Nekhen (Hierakonpolis). The first
walled towns in Egypt were erected at Nagada and
Hierakonpolis around 3300 BcE. Alongside them
were constructed rich tombs for their rulers.

By this time there were only two main kingdoms,
Upper and Lower Egypt. It was the rulers of Upper
Egypt who unified the country in around 3100 BCE.
Exactly which of them achieved this is unclear.
Narmer, traditionally the first ruler (pharaoh) of
the 1st dynasty, is often given the credit, but his
successor Aha (also called Menes), who may in
fact be the same person as Narmer, may have been
responsible. He also seems to have strengthened
the ruler’s position as a divine king, and possibly
founded the new royal capital at Memphis.

The Palette of Narmer depicts a pharaoh,
wearing a crown and bearing a mace and a
flail, in a victory procession that may celebrate
Egypt's unification.







t

1€11

The Anc
World

gZ]
= 8 mbm:

n ‘\\ e (o




52 ‘ THE ANCIENT WORLD

The world in 3000-700 BcE

By 3000 Bce, complex civilizations had arisen in the Tigris and
Euphrates valleys of Mesopotamia and along the banks of the Nile

in Egypt. China’s first civilization flourished along the Yangtze River;
somewhat later, the advanced cultures of the Chavin and Olmecs
developed in Peru and Mexico respectively. Eventually, trade and
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technological innovation led to increased prosperity. In the densely
populated Middle East, competition between neighboring states

led to warfare, and to conquest by the Egyptians, Hittites, Assyrians,
and Babylonians. Europe’s first sophisticated culture, the Minoans,
flourished on the island of Crete around 2000 BcE.
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The ancient world in 750 Bce
By 750 BCE, Egypt's New Kingdom Empire
had waned, and much of the Middle

East was under Assyrian control. While
the Greeks had begun to colonize the
Mediterranean, Rome was but a tiny village.
In China, central authority had collapsed
with the Zhou dynasty, while India’s Indus
Valley civilization had long since dissolved.
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The Phoenicians of modern Lebanon had
colonized much of the Mediterranean shoreline
by 750 BCE, but were increasingly forced to
compete with Greek colonists. In the Middle
East, the dominant power was the Assyrian
empire, which ruled most of the area; only
Urartu remained completely independent.
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The Near East

The world’s first complex societies arose in the Near East within
the fertile area known as Mesopotamia, between the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers. By 3000 Bcg, competing city-states of great wealth
flourished here, with advanced irrigation plans, established trade,
and grand palaces and temples. The earliest civilization, that of
Sumeria, was followed by the Babylonian and Assyrian empires,
which established their dominance over almost the entire region.

The Sumerians

A MODERN IRAQ X ¢.3000-c.2340 Bce

The first civilization in Mesopotamia arose in the
south, where a number of growing city-states
forged trading and diplomatic ties. This Sumerian
culture, as it is known, was characterized by
centralized hierarchies headed by rulers who often
had priestly roles but, unlike Egypt’s pharaohs,
were rarely thought to be divine. Each of the
cities was seen as the home of one of the major
Sumerian gods (Nanna at Ur, Inanna at Uruk)

and in the period known as the Early Dynastic
(c.3000-¢.2340 BCE), the Sumerians began to

The city of Uruk was the earliest of the
Sumerian cities to flourish, and incorporated the
sacred precinct of Eanna, the “house of the sky.”

e

build stepped temple towers, or ziggurats, in honor
of their deities. The sophisticated palace cultures
were supported by specialized administrators,
merchants, and scribes, whose need to keep
records led to the development of the first full
writing system, in a script known as cuneiform.

Conquest and decline

The separate city-states of Sumeria were briefly
united around 2400 BCE, when King Lugalzagesi
of the city-state of Umma conquered Ur and
Uruk and reduced the eastern city of Lagash

to dependent status. But within half a century,
the whole area had been absorbed into the Empire
of Sargon, king of Akkad (see box, facing page).




Ur

THE NEAR EAST

AJ SOUTH OF MODERN IRAQ X ¢.3000-c.2000 sce

One of the city-states of Sumeria (see facing page),
Ur began to thrive around 2800 BCE, becoming
extremely wealthy; the tombs of rulers such as
Queen Pu-abi and Meskalamdug have yielded
artifacts of great value.

Ur was eclipsed politically during the occupation
of Sumeria by Sargon (see below), but in around
2050 BcE, Ur-Nammu founded the Third Dynasty
of Ur. For 70 years Ur dominated a huge area

divided into 20 provinces, stretching from

Susa in southwest Iranto Ashur, far to the
northwest of the Sumerian heartland. During
this time the population increased and cities
flourished, supported by a system of forced
labor. The city of Ur itself was enhanced with
the construction of a great ziggurat. Ur-Nammu's
heirs extended the empire, especially under
Shulgi (ruled 2094-2047 BcE), but under Ibbi-Sin
(ruled 2028-2004 BCE)
outlying regions broke
away, and invaders from
nearby Elam finally
ended the Third
Dynasty's power.
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A Sumerian gaming
board, inlaid with shell
and lapis lazuli, was
among the treasures
excavated from the
Royal Cemetery at Ur.

The Akkadian Empire

A MODERN IRAQ, SW IRAN, SYRIA, LEBANON, SE TURKEY & ¢.2300-c.2083 sce

The northern part of Sumeria, known as Babylonia,

gave rise to the earliest successful attempt to
unite the Near East when Sargon smashed the
power of Lugalzagesi of Umma, securing control
over the whole region. His capital at Akkad
dominated an empire that became ever more
centralized. A calendar was introduced for the
whole of Babylonia, new systems of taxation

and standardized weights and measures were
imposed, and Akkadian became the language

of government. Sargon’s armies reached as far
as the Mediterranean coast, but it was difficult
to control the outlying regions. Rebellion broke
out in the reign of Sargon's grandson, Naram-sin
(ruled 2254-2218 BCE), who took on the title “king
of the world” and was worshiped as a god while
alive. Naram-sin was victorious, but thereafter

the Akkadians were on the defensive; their
empire eventually fell during the reign of
King Shar-kali-sharri, the son of Naram-Sin.

)) SARGON OF AKKAD

Born a commoner,
Sargon (ruled

2334- 2279 BCE) rose
to power in the city of
Kish and took the
name Sharru-kin
(Sargon), “the king is
legitimate.” From his
new base at Akkad,
he sent his armies to
establish the world's
first empire.
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Hammurabi
receives his code of
law from the justice
god Shamash, in

a highly evocative
image of a just ruler.

The rise of Babylon

fJ MODERN IRAQ, SE SYRIA & ¢.1900-1595 Bce

From around 1900 BCE, the Babylonian kings began
annexing states to the north, such as Sippar and
Kish, marking the start of the “Old Babylonian”
period. They were prevented from further advances
by Shamshi-Adad, who held a strong state in

upper Mesopotamia.

Babylon under Hammurabi

After Shamsi-Adad’s death, Hammurabi of Babylon
extended his city-state's reach even further,
conquering the whole of southern Mesopotamia

}) HAMMURABI AND HIS LAW CODE

A warrior, statesman, and lawgiver,
Hammurabi (ruled 1792-1750 BCE)
raised Babylon from the status of a minor
city-state to the principal Mesopotamian
power. He described himself as “the king
who has made the four quarters of the earth
subservient” and his law code, containing
some 282 legal decrees, was probably
more an attempt to portray himself as a
supporter of justice than a practical legal
document. Its penalties are often harsh
and retributive, such as the loss of an eye
for blinding a free man.

between 1766 and 1761 BCE. Only further west,

in modern Syria, did kings such as Zimri-Lim
(ruled ¢.1775-1762 BCE) of Mari seek to maintain
independence. Late in his reign, Hammurabi
attacked even Mari and reduced Zimri-Lim

to vassalage. Having achieved his territorial
ambitions, Hammurabi issued his famous code

of law. By the time of Hammurabi's death, Babylon
had become the regional superpower.

The Decline of Babylon

Under Samsuiluna (ruled 1749-1712 BCE),
Hammurabi's son, Babylon faced a serious
rebellion during which cities such as Nippur
and Ur broke away from its control. The south
of Mesopotamia went into decline, but the Old
Babylonian dynasty continued to rule the north
until 1595 BCE, when a new group, the Kassites,
sacked the city.

At the command
of the sun god. ..
may my justice
become visible in
the land.

Hammurabi, ¢.1750 BcE



The Hittites
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The kingdom of the Hittites, called Hatti, was
based in central Anatolia around their capital
city Hattusa, but constantly shifted its borders,
extending at times as far as western Syria in
the south and the coasts of the Black Sea

and the Aegean in the north and west.

Comparatively little is known of the Hittite Old
Kingdom, the first ruler of which, Hattusili, founded
Hattusa in about 1650 BCE. Under Hattusili's
successor Mursili | (ruled ¢.1620-c.1590 BCE),
Hittite armies campaigned in Syria, but by the
reign of Telipinu (c.1525-¢.1500 BCE), Hatti
was once again reduced to its core territory
around the capital.

Under Tudhaliya Il (ruled c.1360-c.1344 BCE),
the first ruler of the New Kingdom, the Hittites
expanded again, defeating the rulers of Aleppo
and the Mitanni. Hatti reached its height under

A The Gate of the Lions at Hattusa (now
Bogazkdy in Turkey) provided an impressive
ceremonial entrance to the Hittite royal capital.

Suppiluliuma |, who conquered northern Syria
and threatened Egyptian control over Palestine.
Mutawalli Il (ruled 1295-1272 BcE) fought the
Egyptians in a bitterly contested battle at Kadesh
in 1274 BCE, which both sides claimed as a victory.
However, the aftermath of the battle firmly
cemented Hittite control in Syria. The growing
threat from Assyria to the east, and the rebellion
of vassal states in the west, rapidly undermined
the Hittite kingdom, and in 1207 unknown raiders
sacked Hatti again, after which the Hittite state
collapsed completely.

)) SUPPILULIUMA |

One of the most militarily successful Hittite
kings, Suppiluliuma | (ruled 1344-1322 BCE)
conquered Mitanni to the north and parts

of Syria. So great was his prestige that
Tutankhamun'’s widow invited one of his
sons to come to Egypt as her husband.

A statue of a Hittite
goddess, one of a
pantheon of deities
headed by the storm
god Teshub and his
female counterpart,
the sun goddess Hebat.
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The late Bronze Age collapse

A THE NEAR EAST & ¢.1200-c.1050 sce

In the late Bronze Age of the Near East, a
diplomatic community of empires had maintained
a thriving international system based on bronze.
Between 1200 and 1050 BCE, records hint at
upheaval, as raids and migrations overwhelmed
the established powers. The collapse appears

to have begun a little before 1200 BCE, when

the citadels of Mycenaean Greece (see p.71)

were destroyed.

The fall of empires

In 1207 BCE, the Hittite capital of Hattusa

was sacked and the empire fell. The Egyptians
had to fight off invasions by groups they called
the “Sea Peoples,” which eventually led to the
demise of the New Kingdom in 1069 BCE.
Elsewhere, the Kassite dynasty of Babylon
collapsed around 1154 BCE, while, in Assyria,
the archives speak of constant skirmishes. The
ensuing “Dark Age,” with almost no written
sources, would last for 150 years.

A group of Philistine captives taken by the
Egyptian pharaoh Rameses Il in c.1182 BCE;
the Philistines, or “Peleset,” were one of the
“Sea Peoples.”

The Phoenicians

AU LEBANON, THE MEDITERRANEAN COASTLINE X ¢.1200-146 Bce

From around 1200 BCE, the coastal cities of Tyre,
Byblos, and Sidon, in an area the Greeks called
Phoenicia, formed the core of a sea-based trading

network. The Phoenicians used maritime power
to control a dense web of routes crossing the
Mediterranean, with trading links as far afield as
Mesopotamia and the Red Sea, supplying a range
of goods from rich, exotic fabrics and glass to
cedar wood. They also established colonies that
included Lixus in Morocco, Gades (Cadiz) in Spain,
Motya in Sicily, and, most importantly, Carthage
(in modern Tunisia), founded around 814 BCE.
After Phoenicia itself fell to Assyria in the
9th century BCE (and then to Egypt, Babylon, and
Persia), Carthage became the principal center of
Phoenician politics, conquering its own empire in
the western Mediterranean. Carthage ultimately
lost the battle for dominance of this region to the
Romans, who defeated the Carthaginians in three
Punic Wars in the 3rd and 2nd centuries BCE.

The Phoenicians were skilled navigators and
built many forms of boats, from smaller vessels
to multi-oared galleys.



The Assyrian Empire
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Assyria came to prominence around 2000 BCE,
prospering from the copper trade with Anatolia.
During the reign of Assur-Ubalit (1363-1328 BCE),
the Assyrians carved out an empire, culminating
in the conquest of Babylon in the reign of Tukulti-
Ninurta | (ruled 1243-1207 BcE). Assyria then fell
victim to invasion by the “Sea Peoples,” and it was
not until around 1000 BCE that the Neo-Assyrian
Empire emerged.

The Neo-Assyrians won fame as fierce
warriors, utilizing armies of chariots, infantry,
and horseback riders that made ample use of
the new iron weaponry. They used terror tactics

) TIGLATH-PILESER Il

The administrative reforms of Tiglath-Pileser IlI
(ruled 744-727 BCE) strengthened Neo-Assyria.
He extended Assyrian control along the
Mediterranean coast, becoming king of Babylon
and leading an army to the gates of Teushpa, the
Urartian capital.

to suppress their enemies, with mass executions,
impalements, and deportations. Assurnasirpal |l
(ruled 883-859 BcE) and Shalmaneser Il (ruled
858-824 BCE) expanded the Assyrians’ territory
as far west as the Mediterranean. After a brief
decline, the Neo-Assyrian Empire revived

under Tiglath-Pileser Ill and his heir Sargon ||
(ruled 721-705 BCE).

Victory, then collapse

In 689 BCE, in the reign of Sennacherib (704-681 BCE),
the Neo-Assyrians sacked Babylon, then, under
Assurbanipal (ruled 668-627 BCE), they occupied
parts of Egypt. However, the Neo-Assyrians became
overstretched, and in 612 BCE a coalition of Medes
and Babylonians captured the Assyrian capital
Nineveh. By 610 BCE the empire had vanished.

The reconstructed Nergal gate of Nineveh,
which was one of the chief cities of the Assyrian
Empire, and its last capital under Sennacherib
and his successors.
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& Cuneiform script,
imprinted on clay
tablets, is one of

the earliest forms

of written expression.

The invention of writing

Writing represented a leap forward in the intellectual evolution
of humans. Its development occurred independently in five
different areas: Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, and
Mesoamerica. Much of the earliest extant writing is on stone,
but many inscriptions survive on papyrus from Egypt and clay
tablets from Mesopotamia, and these documents shed precious

light on ancient cultures.

From symbols to script

The development of writing—as the symbolic

representation of spoken language—was a

gradual process that probably began in the Middle

East in the middle of the 4th millennium BCE.
Early writing was made up of pictures, which

helped create visual records of trading transactions.

Over time, these pictures were simplified into
symbols. In Mesopotamia, this process resulted in
wedge-shaped cuneiform writing, and, in Egypt,
pictorial hieroglyphs were used—from around
3200 Bce—for a period of more than 3,500 years.
Many of these early scripts were logographic,

T e,

meaning that each symbol represented an

entire word or idea. Egyptian hieroglyphic and
Mesopotamian cuneiform writing mixed logograms
with symbols that represented sounds.

As writing advanced, this combined approach
enabled people to reproduce spoken language
accurately in written form. Archives such as
those at Mari and Ugarit in Syria yield a wealth
of information about the dealings of rulers,
who used writing to manage information
about their estates. From the Mayan kings
of Mesoamerica to the Egyptian pharaohs
and Chinese emperors, rulers also set up

g  — - i s




B The Rosetta Stone enabled Francois Champollion,

in 1822-24, to decipher hieroglyphs, because it
has parallel texts in hieroglyphic, demotic, and
in Ancient Greek, which was already understood.

monumental inscriptions as a means to
record their achievements and inspire awe in
their subjects.

Scribes and literacy

The establishment of written archives and
governments created a need for a literate class able
to produce and read them. In Egypt, the education
of scribes—who were elevated to a position of great
prestige in society—began in youth, and included
mathematics and accountancy. Although literary
and devotional texts were produced in Egypt and
Mesopotamia, reading them remained the province
of the elite members of society.
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To the Phoenician

people is due great
honor, for they
invented the letters
of the alphabet.

Pliny the Elder (Roman author),
Natural History, 1st century ce

The alphabet
The concept of an alphabet in which every
symbol denotes a particular sound only arose
in the late 2nd millennium BCE. The people of
Ugarit in Syria developed a cuneiform alphabet
around 2000 BCE.

Turquoise miners in Sinai used another
early alphabet system shortly afterward, and
it may have been this script, with 30 signs, that
spread northward through Palestine into Phoenicia,
where it evolved into the 22-sign Phoenician alphabet
around 1000 Bck. The Phoenicians’ trading network,
in turn, exported their script throughout the
Mediterranean, where it cast its influence in
the developing scripts of Greece and Rome.
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™ Egyptian hieroglyphs
remained unchanged
over centuries, in

part because of their
religious use, such as
in this 20th-century BCE
coffin panel.
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Egypt

Around 3100 Bck, a unified kingdom of Egypt emerged—ruled by a

single king, or pharaoh—which occupied the banks of the Nile as far

south as Aswan. Under the Early Dynastic period (¢c.3100-2469 BcE),

the Old Kingdom (2649-2134 BcE), the Middle Kingdom (2040-1640 BcE),
and the New Kingdom (1550-1069 BcE), Egypt

Tomb treasures,
such as this effigy

of an Old Kingdom
official and his family,
teach us much about
ancient Egypt.

experienced nearly 3,000 years of prosperity
and cultural continuity, before foreign invaders
occupied it from the 8th century Bck.

The Old Kingdom

A EGYPT K 2649-2134 Bce

Around 3100 BCE, the two kingdoms of Upper Egypt
(the south) and Lower Egypt (the north) merged into

a single state at the hands of a pharaoh named
Menes. Then, from 2649 BCE, under the rulers of

the 3rd dynasty, the Old Kingdom was inaugurated.
Its most striking remains are the great funerary
monuments known as the pyramids, but there is

also evidence of a centralized state based around the
capital at Memphis. A vast political and administrative
bureaucracy grew up that included local governors,
who oversaw regions called nomes. The pharaoh
himself came to occupy a central religious role,
because he upheld a system that ensured the Nile
brought silt-rich annual floods each year and kept
the valley fertile. Vast irrigation schemes directed the
waters to wide areas of agricultural land, and devices
called "nilometers” predicted the rise of the river and
the bounty (or dearth) of the subsequent harvest.

Under the Old Kingdom, Egypt first began to project
its power abroad, with expeditions during the reign
of Snefru (2575-2551 BcE) to Nubia to collect raw
materials, and campaigns into Libya by the 6th-
dynasty pharaohs (2323-2150 BCE).

During the long reign of Pepi Il (2246-2152 BCE),
central authority began to dissolve and, within 20
years, the Old Kingdom collapsed, as famine wracked
the land and officials in the provinces established their
own rule. A century of uncertainty ensued, known
as the First Intermediate Period (2134-2040 BCE).



The pyramids
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Early Dynastic pharaohs were buried in mud-brick
box-shaped tombs known as mastabas. During
the reign of the 3rd-dynasty pharaoh Djoser
(2630-2611 BCE) a new, grander structure
appeared. His step pyramid at Saggara was
essentially a series of mastabas set one on top
of the other, and prefigured a series of massive
true pyramids constructed during the 4th dynasty
(2575-2465 BCE). Snefru probably built pyramids
at Dahshur and Meidum, but under his successor
Khufu, the Great Pyramid at Giza, near Memphis,
was erected. Containing over two million blocks of
stone, each weighing around 2% tons (2,300 kg),
its construction involved a truly prodigious
expenditure of precious resources.

Each pyramid was both a tomb and a temple
dedicated to the cult of the dead pharaoh. The
pyramids were constructed in limestone, with

}) KHUFU

Surprisingly little is known of Khufu's reign
(2551-2528 BCE), except through the existence
of the Great Pyramid. The Greek historian
Herodotus told of Khufu's cruelty, although
this is probably no more than a reflection of
the huge force of will that he must have needed
to ensure the Great Pyramid’s construction.
The pyramid’s burial chamber was
robbed in antiquity, but the first
recorded traveler to enter

the tomb was British consul
Nathaniel Davison, in 1765.

the royal burial concealed in a granite chamber
deep in the interior. They were accompanied

by funerary temples, smaller pyramids for
queens, mastabas for officials, pits in which to
bury sacred boats, and a causeway leading

to a valley temple, which was the ceremonial
entrance to the complex.

The decline of the pyramids

The pyramids of the 5th and succeeding dynasties
were sited in places other than Giza, including
at Abusir near Saqgara, and were smaller than
Khufu's Great Pyramid. The last true royal
pyramid built in Egypt was that of Ahmose |
(ruled 1550-1525 BCE). The New Kingdom
pharaohs chose to be buried in less extravagant
tombs located further south in the Valley of

the Kings, near Thebes.

The largest and oldest of the three Giza
pyramids, Khufu's Great Pyramid probably
took around 20 years to build.
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B The courtly elite
were also buried
at Saqgara. This
Egyptian bas-relief
is from the tomb of
Hezyre, physician
and scribe to the
pharaoh Djoser.






The funerary temple of Hatshepsut
at Deir el Bahri, Thebes, is a spectacular
monument to one of ancient Egypt’s
few female rulers. Hatshepsut
(ruled 1473-1458 BCE) took on all
the trappings of a male pharaoh.

On one of the terraces are statues
of her as the god Osiris.
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The Middle Kingdom

M EGYPT & 2040-1640 sce

During the First Intermediate Period, the most
powerful Egyptian rulers were at Heracleopolis,
south of Memphis. From around 2150 BCE, there
was civil war between the Heracleopolitan
pharaohs and rivals farther south at Edfu and
Thebes. Finally, around 2040 BCE, the Theban king
Nebhepetre Mentuhotep Il (ruled 2061-2010 BCE)
was victorious, reuniting Egypt and beginning the
Middle Kingdom.

The height of the Middle
Kingdom

Amenemhet | (ruled 1991-1962 BcE), the first
pharaoh of the 12th dynasty, restored Egypt's
vigor. He established a new capital at Itj-tawy
near Memphis, and sent expeditions to Nubia
(modern Sudan), conquering territory as far
south as the Second Cataract of the Nile. The
12th-dynasty pharaohs also mounted campaigns
in Syria and Palestine.

The central authority’s influence seems to have
lessened during the 13th dynasty (1783-1640 BcE),
which had a large number of short-lived rulers,
but there is little evidence of decline. There are,
however, indications of an increased number
of immigrants from Palestine, foreshadowing
the stresses that would, in time, bring down the
Middle Kingdom.

The end of the Middle Kingdom
Toward the end of the 13th dynasty, Egypt came
under intensive pressure from Asiatic groups
migrating westward, who began to occupy large
areas of the Nile delta. Around 1650 BCE, one

g el
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Colorful wall paintings, such as this well-
preserved example at the Tomb of Sirenpowet Il
adorned the walls of Middle Kingdom tombs.

group, known as the Hyksos (a name derived from
an Egyptian word meaning “foreign princes”),
established their own kingdom in the north of
Egypt. Native Egyptian rulers continued to rule
in the south from Thebes, while the Hyksos could
not be dislodged from their capital at Avaris.
This century of political turmoil is referred to

as the Second Intermediate Period.

Asians will fall to his sword, Libyans
will fall to his flame, rebels to his wrath,

traitors to his might.

The Prophecy of Neferty from the time of Amenembhet I
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Egyptian religion

Egyptian religion was immensely complex, with a large number
of gods, many of them localized and many appearing with different
aspects. Earlier pharaohs associated themselves with the sky god
Horus or the sun god Re, but gradually the cult of Osiris, king of
the dead, became dominant. The need to ensure the immortality
of the ruler’s soul after death was the primary focus of Egyptian

religious belief.

The cult of the dead

The unification of Egypt under the Old Kingdom
rationalized the various local pantheons and,
throughout the year, the pharaoh engaged in a
series of ritual activities to ensure the fertility
of the land and the crossing of the sky by the
sun each day.

Most important of all was the cult of the dead.
Egyptians believed that, after death, the pharaohs
were reborn as the king of the dead, Osiris. A
complex mythology surrounded the rites that

™ To preserve a pharaoh’s body, vital organs were
removed, then the corpse was stuffed with linen,
soaked with preservatives, and wrapped.

ensured this resurrection, when the royal ka
(or life-force) would be united with his ba (the
soul, or a person’s personality). To ensure

the ka recognized its former body, and so could
reach the afterlife, preserving the corpse through
mummification became paramount. Once the
pharaoh’s soul reached the underworld, a jury
of 12 gods would weigh its misdeeds against a
feather. If the two weighed the same, the pharaoh
was ensured eternal life.

The official cults were only briefly challenged
under Akhenaten (ruled 1353-1335 BCE), who
tried to establish the worship of the sun disc (Aten)
as the state religion—perhaps the first example of
monotheism.

& A “trinity” of Horus,
Isis, and Osiris became
the focus of religious
belief by the time of
the Old Kingdom.
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The New Kingdom and after

AJ EGYPT ® 1550-1069 sce

The Hyksos were finally expelled from Egypt by the
Theban ruler Kamose (ruled 1555-1550 BCE) and
his successor Ahmose | (ruled 1550-1525 BCE),
the first pharaoh of the New Kingdom. This era is
often seen as a time of glorious “empire” for Egypt,
during which Egypt extended its trade links and
refined its skill in diplomacy. It quashed threats

to the throne making use of warfare techniques
borrowed from the Hyksos.

Imperial and cultural apogee

The early rulers of the 18th dynasty (1550~

1307 BCE) sought to establish an Egyptian
Empire, first in Palestine and then in parts

of Syria. Tuthmosis | (ruled 1504-1492 BcE)
campaigned as far as the Euphrates River

and there set up a stela—an inscribed standing
stone—commemorating his army’s achievement.
Under the reigns of Tuthmosis Il and his widow
Hatshepsut, between 1493 and 1458 BCE, the
pace of military expansion slowed. Hatshepsut's
nephew, Tuthmosis Il (ruled 1479-1425 BCE),
however, led nearly 20 expeditions into Palestine
and Syria, defeating peoples as far-flung as the
Mitanni near the Euphrates and extending Egyptian
control southward down the Nile.

After a brief period of political weakness
following the early death of the boy-pharaoh
Tutankhamun (ruled 1333-1323 BCE), the
19th-dynasty rulers reasserted Egypt's control
of its overseas empire, beginning with Seti | (ruled
1305-1290 BCE), whose aggressive campaigning
brought him into conflict with the Hittites. His son,
Rameses |l (see facing page), continued the war,
but in 1274 BCE his army was nearly destroyed
near the Syrian town of Qadesh. Thereafter,
Egypt's control over Palestine waned. Merneptah
(ruled 1224-1214 BcE) fought a series of battles
to keep Libyan tribesmen from the Nile Delta,
but the respite was short-lived and Rameses llI
(ruled 1194-1163 BCE) faced a great army of
“Sea Peoples,” who had rampaged through
Syria and Palestine. Rameses defeated them
in 1182 BCE, but growing internal dissent, along
with a series of weak successors, eventually
brought the New Kingdom to an end.

The New Kingdom had been an age of
spectacular architectural and artistic
achievements, as well as religious ferment.

The lavish tomb contents of Tutankhamun were
interred and the monumental buildings and
statues of Rameses Il were erected. Royalty

The lavishness of the golden death mask of
Tutankhamun belies the reality of a boy-pharaoh
who had very little influence.



were now buried in underground tombs,
centered on the Valley of the Kings, near Thebes.
Amenophis IV (ruled 1353-1335 BcCE) took sun
worship to extremes, briefly imposing on his
people the cult of Aten—worship of the sun

disc alone—and renaming himself Akhenaten

in honor of his beliefs.

The Third Intermediate and
late periods

For 150 years after the New Kingdom’s end, the
high priests of Amun and the rulers of Tanis in
the Delta contested control of Egypt. Gradually,
Egypt fell to foreign rulers, beginning with the
22nd dynasty, founded in 945 BCE by Shosheng,

}) RAMESES II

One of the most celebrated of Egypt’s pharaohs,
Rameses Il (ruled 1290-1223 BCE), succeeded to

the throne at the height of Egyptian power. Early on

in his reign, he succeeded in campaigns in Syria,
but after defeat by the Hittites at Qadesh in 1274
BCE, he struggled to regain the initiative and had to
make a treaty in 1258 BCE to end the war. As well
as the temple at Abu Simbel, Rameses built a new
capital at Pi-Rameses in the eastern Nile Delta,
and a great mortuary temple, the Ramesseum,
near the Valley of the Kings, close to Thebes.

a general from Libya. When Egypt was reunited
in the 25th dynasty, it was by the Nubian king
Shabaqa (ruled 712-698 BCE). Successive
periods of Nubian, Assyrian, and Persian rule
were punctuated by periods of native dominance,
until Egypt had its last years of pharaonic rule
under the Ptolemies (304-30 BCE), a dynasty
that was Macedonian-Greek in origin.

Opulent grave goods, such as this colorful
jeweled scarab chest ornament, were a feature
of New Kingdom burials.

B Throughout his
reign, Rameses Il
dedicated himself to
a program of building,
most spectacularly
these huge statues of
the pharaoh at Abu
Simbel in Nubia.
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The ruins of the
palace at Mallia, an
important Minoan
administrative center
which, unlike Knossos
and Phaistos, was
defended by a

town wall.

Europe

Europe’s first civilizations flourished in the southeast, the earliest
on the island of Crete, where the Minoans established a highly
sophisticated Bronze Age culture. After the collapse of their

society by around 1450 BcE, the Minoans were supplanted by the
Mycenaeans, incomers from mainland Greece, who adopted many
aspects of Minoan culture and occupied its palaces, but who were
in turn swept away around 1200 Bck in a period of political turmoil.

Minoan Crete

M0 CRETE & ¢.2000-c.1450 Bce

By around 2000 BCE, trading towns on the Cretan
coast had expanded to give rise to an advanced
civilization centered on a series of palaces, notably
at Knossos, Phaistos, Mallia, and Zakros. The
Minoans depended on long-distance trade and
became skilled seafarers, building up a large

fleet that carried their artifacts into the eastern
Mediterranean. Minoan rulers seem to have played
both a political and a religious role, and many
government officials were probably also priests.
They kept official archives, but we have yet to
decipher their script, known as Linear A. Society
was divided into classes, with the court supported
by a large class of agricultural laborers.

Craftspeople produced sophisticated goods, such
as "Kamares ware” pottery, with designs in black,
white, and red.

The end of the palaces

The reasons for the decline of Minoan culture

are unclear. Around 1500 BCE, a massive volcanic
eruption on the neighboring island of Thera may
have disrupted or destroyed the Minoans' trading
network, undermining the basis of their wealth.
Around 1450 BCE, aided by an earthquake on Crete
that destroyed some of the palaces, Mycenaean
invaders delivered the fatal blow to the Minoan
city-states, and the civilization collapsed.




The Palace of Knossos

M KNOSSOS, CRETE & ¢.2000-c.1200 sce

Knossos, near Heraklion, was the most elaborate
of the Minoan palaces, so much so that it gave
rise to the later legend of the labyrinth within
which lurked a monstrous half-human bull. When
British archaeologist Sir Arthur Evans excavated
the site between 1900 and 1932, he uncovered
frescoes that abound in images of bulls, as well
as double-headed axes and snakes, and these
must all have played an important role in Minoan
religious symbolism. Damaged by an earthquake
around 1700 BcE, the Knossos palace was rebuilt
on an even grander scale, measuring some

45 acres (18 hectares), with a large series of
shrines. The palace flourished for a further 250
years, and seems to have survived the wholesale
destruction of Minoan sites around 1450 BCE, after
which it was occupied for a further two centuries,
most probably by Mycenaean invaders.
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B A fresco at Knossos depicts “bull-
leaping,” which may have been a sport
or a religious ritual.

The Mycenaeans

AJ MAINLAND GREECE, CRETE & ¢.1600-c.1070 Bce

Beginning around 1600 BCE, the Mycenaean culture

grew from southern Greece, reaching as far north
as Thessaly within 200 years. By around 1450 BCE,

A gold death mask, once believed to be that
of legendary Greek king Agamemnon, found
at Mycenae.

the Mycenaeans also expanded their rule
southward, toppling an already weakened
Minoan civilization. Although not as adept at
or dependent on trade as the Minoans, the
Mycenaeans maintained commercial
settlements on islands such as Rhodes.

The Mycenaean culture was based around
fortified palace sites, such as Mycenae, Pylos,
and Tiryns, with massive circuit walls and a
central megaron—a square room that was the
palace’s focal point. Extensive archives, written
in a script known as Linear B, have been found at
the palace sites, providing a mass of information
about Mycenaean social and economic life.

By around 1200 BCE, the Mycenaean culture
was in decline, and most of its major centers
had been destroyed by fire. Some centers limped
on, exhibiting a lower and more provincial level
of material culture, but by 1070 BCE the last
Mycenaean palaces had been abandoned.
Greece had entered its “Dark Age,” a period in
its history—lasting for centuries—for which
no records exist.
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@ This heavily reconstructed fresco
of “The Blue Ladies,” found at the
palace of Knossos in Crete and dating
from around 1500 BCE, shows the
elaborate hairstyles favored by
high-status Minoan women, with the
hair held in place by strings of pearls.
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South Asia

A fertile cradle of river-fed land, crossing parts of modern India,
Pakistan, and Afghanistan, gave birth to the Indus Valley civilization
in the mid-4th millennium Bck. Its impressive, well-planned cities,
most notably Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, housed large populations
and produced artifacts of great beauty. However, a deeper knowledge
of this fascinating civilization is still tantalizingly out of reach, as the
Indus Valley script remains undeciphered.

The Indus Valley civilization

A PAKISTAN, NW INDIA, SE AFGHANISTAN % ¢.3300-c.1600 sce

The Indus Valley civilization flourished across

a large area of present-day Pakistan, northwest
India, and Afghanistan, along the fertile Indus
and Ghaggar-Hakra rivers. In common with the
civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt, the Indus
Valley depended heavily on land made fertile

by regular floods and on the skilled use of
irrigation and water-management techniques.

The “Early Harappan” phase of the civilization
(c.3300-¢.2800 BCE) saw the Indus Valley
peoples grow crops, including peas, sesame
seeds, and dates, and domesticate animals, such
as the water buffalo. Sanitation systems and the
earliest known examples of the Indus script also
emerged in this phase.

Cities of the Indus Valley produced refined
artifacts, including fine jewelry in gold and
fired steatite (soapstone), gold and silver
ornaments, and skilfully worked figurines in
bronze, terracotta, and glazed ceramics. Such
treasures seem to indicate that this was a
stratified society with an elite class that was able
to commission precious works. The discovery of
Indus Valley artifacts elsewhere in the world
indicates that the civilization had widespread
trading links, particularly with Mesopotamia,
Afghanistan, and Iran.

From 2600-1900 BcE the civilization reached its
peak, in what is known as the “Mature Harappan”
period, when many large, well-planned cities thrived.
The cities appear to have suffered from increased
flooding from 1700 BCE onward and from increased
attacks by unknown outsiders. By 1600 BCE the
quality of Indus Valley artifacts had declined and
most of the main city sites had been abandoned.

The undeciphered Indus script is found
on hundreds of clay seals, along with vivid
animal images.



Mohenjo-Daro
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M PAKISTAN & ¢.2500-c.1600 sce

Mohenjo-Daro was one of the world's first planned
cities and, like Harappa some 300 miles (500 km)
to its northeast, was one of the Indus Valley
civilization’s principal settlements. Set out on a
grid pattern, it had broad avenues and narrow side
streets lined with spacious townhouses. Wells with
high, sealed walls to prevent contamination were
built to provide clean water for the inhabitants.

The structure of the city

A higher area set on an artificial mound some

40 ft (12 m) high has been dubbed Mohenjo-Daro’s
“Citadel,” though it is thought to have been a place
for public gatherings and an administrative center
rather than a fortified strongpoint. Within the
citadel, the “Great Bath,” an enclosed water tank

The “Lower Town”
of Mohenjo-Daro is

in the foreground,

with the city’s “Citadel”
dramatically rearing
up on the mound in
the background.

or pool, may have had some ritual purpose. In the
western quarter, large granaries indicate a central
authority that was able to dictate the storing of
surpluses. To the south, the “Lower Town" may
have housed skilled craftsmen and the lower
classes. What is certain is that the city stood at the
center of a network of trade and cultural exchange
that reached as far as Tilmun (modern Bahrain)

in the Persian Gulf.

Numerous religious artifacts have been found at
the site of Mohenjo-Daro, notably images of a
mother goddess often found in association with
male symbols. These may indicate a fertility cult,
although no temples or structures with an overt
religious purpose have been identified.

Decline and abandonment

Water was a constant threat to Mohenjo-Daro,
which was flooded and rebuilt as many as nine
times on the same site during its period of
occupation. Around 1700 BCE, the city suffered
a major flood from the Indus. A huge protective
embankment was built to protect the city, but
Mohenjo-Daro was abandoned once and for all
within a century.

This striking statue has been frequently
dubbed the “Priest-King,” although there

is no evidence that such a figure existed

in Mohenjo-Daro’s society.
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East Asia

From around 4500 Bck, the Neolithic societies centered on the
banks of China’s Yellow River gave rise to a series of increasingly
sophisticated cultures and then the first real towns. China'’s first
centralized state emerged under the rule of the Shang dynasty
(18th—11th centuries Bce). The Shang’s rich culture of producing
art and artifacts, particularly using bronze, is reflected in the
artistic traditions of subsequent Chinese dynasties.

Early Chinese cultures

A CHINA X ¢.4500-c.1800 Bce

Late Neolithic China gave rise to village cultures
of some complexity. The Yangshao culture
emerged along the banks of the Yellow River
in central China, and more than one thousand
sites have been excavated to date. Studies at
one of the best-known sites, Banpo, show that
Yangshao people cultivated millet, used polished
A stone tools, and wore hemp and possibly silk.
They produced pots made of red clay, often
decorated with spiral patterns, and some of
the burials found at the village show evidence
of belief in a connection with a spirit world.
At Longshan in Shandong province, at the
lower reaches of the Yellow River, another
culture created finer black pottery
(some of it turned on a potter’s wheel)
and stone axes. This culture spread
far along the banks of the middle and lower
Yangtze to the south.
In 1959, archaeologists discovered the
Erlitou culture in the Yellow River valley
in Henan province, unearthing palacelike
buildings, tombs, and bronze artifacts—
the oldest yet found in China. More recent
archaeological finds have revealed a variety
of late Neolithic cultures outside the Yellow
River valley, such as the Majiabang along

A Yangshao red vase from around 2000 BCE. T :
Such pottery has been found in more than a the Yangtze in Jiangsu province, and the
thousand sites in the Yellow River area. Dapenkeng culture in South China.



Shang China

EAST ASIA | 77

AU EASTERN CHINA & ¢.1750-1027 sce

The Shang, by tradition the second of China’s
dynasties, ruled over much of northern and
central China from around 1750 BCE. They had
several capitals, the last of which was discovered
at Anyang on the banks of the Huan in the 1920s.
Here, archaeologists have unearthed the remains
of the large ceremonial and administrative
center of the late Shang state.

By around 1650 BCE, the Shang were
established at the capital Zhengzhou, where a
massive defensive wall, some 4 miles (6.4 km)
long, enclosed a large settlement with buildings
constructed of stamped earth.

Shang culture

The most prized archaeological finds from the
Shang period are bronze objects, made primarily
for ceremonial purposes. Many of the vessels
found at Zhengzhou and Anyang had a ritual

use, possibly for preparing sacrificial meats

or heating wine. Highly stylized forms of bronze
containers evolved, which would be produced

S )

for many centuries. The Shang also
continued the production of jade discs,
which had begun in Neolithic times.
Often decorated with ornate carving, the
discs’ exact function remains a mystery,
but they may have been buried with the dead.
Shang tombs have yielded large numbers
of “oracle bones,” the shoulder bones of cattle,
which were used for telling the future. Inscriptions
on the oracle bones provide the earliest evidence
of Chinese writing.

The Shang dynasty came to an end in around
1050 BCE when revolt, led by the Zhou, broke
out in the west of the Shang territory. The
Zhou, who had extended their influence
throughout the present Shaanxi and Gansu
provinces, finally overpowered the Shang
emperor and became the dominant power.

B This mask is
characteristic of the
high level of bronze
craftsmanship under
the Shang dynasty.

In Shang tradition, when an important person
died, his chariot, charioteers, and horses were
buried with him, as in this example from a
village near Anyang.
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Chavin art was
characterized by
images of snarling
animals, such as
these fierce jaguars
from a staircase at
Chavin de Huantar.

The Americas

From the mid-2nd millennium Bcg, advanced societies began to
develop in the Americas in two separate areas, Peru and Mesoamerica.
The earliest civilizations in those regions were those of the Chavin
and the Olmecs respectively. Both built large ceremonial centers and
both followed a cult of the jaguar in their systems of religious beliefs,
but they left little or nothing in the way of written records, and their

political history is almost impossible to reconstruct.

The Chavin of Peru

U PERU % ¢.1250-c.200 BcE

By about 1250 BCE, village life based on the
production of corn and pottery had spread
throughout Peru’s coastal and highland regions.
However, it was not until around 900 BCE that the
first identifiable culture spread across much of
Peru. Centered on the great temple of Chavin de
Huantar, at the confluence of the Wacheqgsa and
Mosna rivers, the Chavin culture touched all parts
of Peru save the extreme south. As there is no
evidence of fortresses, armies, or any of the other
paraphernalia of empire, the culture’s spread was
probably not by force.

Chavin site and collapse

The site at Chavin de Hudantar reveals its people’s
great engineering and architectural expertise. The
Old Temple was built around 900 BCE on a massive

B
“; il

terraced pyramid. From the central platform
projected a series of fearsome fanged monsters,
while at the temple’s center stood the Lanzén, a
15 ft (4.5 m) high granite stela—or stone slab—
which may have been a devotional image. The
site also includes a courtyard, perhaps an
assembly place for ritual processions. Chavin
wealth was used, at some time after 500 BCE, to
build a New Temple twice the size of the old one.
The power of the culture was waning, however,
and outlying regions broke away. By 200 BcE,
the Chavin period was over.
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The Olmecs

AU GULF COAST OF MEXICO & c.1800-c.400 sce

The Olmec culture established itself in the
lowlands of southern Mexico shortly after
1800 BCE. By around 800 BCE, their influence had
spread over an extensive area of Mesoamerica,
underpinned by a simple agricultural economy
that was based on corn.

Olmec centers

The first important Olmec center was

San Lorenzo in southern Mexico, which
was at its height between 1200 and

900 BCE. The city seems to have had

an advanced drainage system and its
buildings, erected on earthen mounds and
arranged around open plazas, included a
temple and houses made of poles and thatch.
There were also many monuments, such

as giant carved heads, altarlike structures,
huge sculptures of seated people, and
depictions of a variety of animals, notably

An Olmec relief

of a priest making an
offering to a deity, in
the form of a feathered,
crested rattlesnake.

the jaguar.

Near the San Lorenzo site, at Cascajal, There is evidence of widespread destruction of
archaeologists have found a stone dating from monuments around 900 BCE, when the center
around 900 BCE. It bears symbols that may be of San Lorenzo seems to have come to an end.
Olmec writing, and thus might represent the The other major Olmec center was the city of
first writing system in Mesoamerica. La Venta, near the border of modern Tabasco

and Veracruz states, which had a much larger
population than San Lorenzo. Thriving between
900 and 400 Bck, La Venta effectively took over
from San Lorenzo as the principal Olmec
settlement. As at San Lorenzo, colossal stone
heads and jaguar figures and imagery have
been found, as well as ceremonial and temple
complexes, including a giant pyramid.

The major buildings at the site were all
precisely aligned, perhaps linked with ideas
about astronomy. By around 400 BCE, the Olmec
culture was in decline, although its influence
persisted in regional cultures, especially that
of the Zapotecs of Monte Alban (see p.129).

[@ An Olmec stone statue, from La Venta, known
as the “Governor.” His elaborate dress implies
that he was a ruler.
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The world in 700 Bce-600 cE

The millennium that followed 750 BcE saw much of the world’s
population incorporated into the great Classical civilizations of
Eurasia—Greece, Rome, Persia, India, and China. These empires
went on to reach unparalleled levels of sophistication and military
effectiveness, and set models for administration and scholarship
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that would be followed for many centuries. In Central and South
America, Africa, and Japan, new civilizations also emerged, in many
ways equally as advanced, but with a much smaller reach than those
of Eurasia. The Classical era also saw the birth of some influential
religions—Buddhism, Judaism, and Christianity.

The Classical

world in 1 ce

By 1 cE, the Greeks—who had earlier
_— controlled an empire that stretched
> T g to India—had been conquered by

. ; the Roman Empire, which jostled

for power with the Parthian (Persian)

TR T Empire. China, unified in 221 BCE, was
it 4y 3 N\ . t P P i
N Sz i b e, r e now ruled by the Han dynasty, while
i \’) T\“ vk S‘/ { /}4&' India was fragmented after the fall
.»,S?ﬁm%& ¢ \\Pazyryko g, iz R : . - of the Mauryan Empire in 185 BCE.
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e 1 B The Roman Empire had conquered
g the whole of the Mediterranean coastline
% by 1 cE, and had also extended into Asia
.9 Minor (in modern Turkey), Gaul (modern
jeifzeaiand; ?/ France), and parts of Germany. Over the
next century it would take Britain, Dacia
(/ (Romania), and parts of Mesopotamia,
reaching its maximum area.
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2 The tomb of

Cyrus was built at
Pasargadae, where

he had established

the first Achaemenid
royal capital sometime
before 550 BCE.

Persia

From provincial beginnings, a dynasty of Persian kings—

the Achaemenids—emerged to exert power across Asia from the
Mediterranean to northwest India. Two centuries after a failed attempt to
subdue Greece in the 5th century scg, the tables turned when Alexander
the Great’'s Macedonians overthrew Achaemenid rule. Persian power
re-emerged under the Parthians and Sassanids, who, from the 220s cE,
struggled bitterly with the Romans until the 7th century ck.

The Achaemenid Empire
0 W ASIA, EGYPT & 550-330 Bce

According to Persian tradition, Cyrus (ruled a coalition of Greek states defeated him
559-530 BCE), founder of the Achaemenid Empire, in 490 BCE. A decade later, in 480-478 BCE,
had been a vassal of Astyages, ruler of the Median Xerxes (ruled 486-465 BCE) failed in a similar

kingdom to the north of the Persian homeland. enterprise, and the Achaemenid rulers’ impulse
Cyrus defeated Astyages in 550 BCE, securing for expansion waned.

dominance over eastern Iran, and then captured

Babylon in 539 BcE. His heir, Cambyses (ruled Vulnerability and fall

530-522 BCE), extended the empire The 4th century BCE was dogged by bitter dynastic
to Egypt, before a revolt by struggles that undermined the power of later

his brother Bardiya led rulers. The empire was increasingly reliant

to his assassination. In on foreign mercenaries and, because
the following years, the of its vast size, vulnerable
influential king Darius | to revolt and invasion.
(ruled 522-486 BCE) It ended in the 330s BCE,
occupied parts of when Alexander the Great
Libya and northwestern (see pp.96-7) defeated
India, and also tried the last Achaemenid

to invade Greece, but emperor, Darius Ill.
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Persepolis

The royal capital of the Achaemenid Empire was Persepolis,
founded by Darius I around 518 Bce and connected to an efficient
system of royal roads. While the administration of government
usually took place at the palace at Susa to the west, Persepolis
lay at the heart of the Achaemenids’ regal power.

A city of treasures hold up to 10,000 people. On the stairway
Darius founded his new capital on a high plain to the apadana, a series of reliefs depicted
around 50 miles (80 km) southwest of the old tribute-bearers from the empire’s 20
Persian center at Pasargadae. Builders leveled provinces bringing offerings to the Persian
an artificial terrace of 33 acres (135,000 sq m) ruler, for Persepolis may also have acted
on which to erect a series of palaces and as the Achaemenids’ central treasury. A huge s
. . & A golden griffin

chambers. Largest of these was the apadana, Throne Hall was built under Darius I, and e T ot
a reception hall that may have been able to additions to the complex were still being made part of the Oxus

in the reign of Artaxerxes Il (ruled 358-338 BCE). Treasure, a fabulous

Dignitaries from Medea bearing tribute In 331 BCE, Alexander the Great captured hoard from the
approach the Council Hall at Persepolis. - . . Achaemenid era

The ruined city is now a UNESCO World Persepolis, and the next year a fire razed it found in 19th-century
Heritage site. to the ground. Afghanistan.
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Persian religion

M JRAN & c.1000 sce-7TH CENTURY ce

At the heart of the Persian religious system
lay a fusion between traditional Iranian religions
and the teachings of the prophet Zoroaster,
who lived either around 1000 BCE or in the

7th century BCE. He preached a dualist faith

in which the supreme god Ahura Mazda, the
personification of good, engaged in a constant
struggle with the spirit of darkness, known

as Angra Mainyu. The Achaemenids may not
have been pure Zoroastrians, and they revered
other Persian deities, too. Their successors,
the Parthians, set up Zoroastrian fire altars
throughout the empire, on which a flame burned
constantly as a symbol of purity.

Under the Sassanids (see facing page), from
the 3rd century CE, Zoroastrianism began to take
on the characteristics of a state religion, and
followers of other faiths, which had previously
largely been tolerated, suffered persecution.

&2 A bas-relief sculpture of two fravashis. In
Zoroastrian belief, these winged guardian spirits
guide and protect people throughout their life.

Parthian Persia

U IRAN, IRAQ & 247 BcE-224 cE

In the 3rd century BCE, the Greek successors of
Alexander the Great, the Seleucids (see p.98),
controlled Persia, but their hold slipped, and in
247 BCE, the Parthians began to throw off Greek
rule. They took control of the silk routes from
China, and then under Mithridates |
(ruled 171-138 BCE) pushed
westward to annex most
of the Seleucid lands in
Mesopotamia. Parthia, though,
was politically divided and its
princes often established
near-independent fiefs,
undermining further
attempts at expansion.

Made up of expert
cavalrymen, the Parthian army
was almost invincible and at

Carrhae in 53 BCE, crushed a Roman army,
starting a long period of tension with Rome,
particularly over Armenia. Pretenders to the
Armenian throne often sought Roman support
against the Parthians, and it was one such
appeal that almost led to the Roman
emperor Trajan’s conquest of
western Persiain 116-117 cE.
The Parthians survived only
to succumb to an internal
revolt in the southern
province of Pars in the
3rd century CE.

a lion with bow and arrow on
this decorated silver bowl.

A valiant Parthian king hunts
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Sassanid Persia
U IRAN, IRAQ 2 224-651cE

Parthian Persia (see facing page) collapsed Roman) Empire fought back, undoing all of

in 224 ce as a result of internal revolt. Persia’s Khusrau's victories by 627 ce. The exhausted
resurgence came under the Sassanids, whose Sassanids then fell prey to Arab-Muslim armies
first king, Ardashir |, ruled from 224 to 241 ce. invading from the south and west. Defeated at

The Sassanid kings, ruling from a capital at Qadisiya in 637 cE and at Nehavand in 642 cE, the
Ctesiphon on the banks of the Tigris, established last Sassanid king, Yazdegird Ill (ruled 632-651 cE),
a more centralized state than the Parthians, and retreated eastward and died a fugitive at Merv
easily held their own against the Romans to their in Central Asia.

west. By 238 cE, they had taken the border cities

of Nisibis and Hatra, and under Shapur | (ruled » SHAPUR THE GREAT

241-272 ce), dealt the Romans a double blow, first Having fouaht for his father Ardashi ot
. . . aving fought for his father Ardashir agains
defea'tlng. the emperor Gordian Ill in 244 CE, then o o, B e | cvEmaes o e (e
Valerian in 260 ct. Shapur looked set to overrun Sassanid throne in 241 ce while in his mid-
the eastern Roman provinces, but the local Arab 20s. Almost immediately, he faced a Roman

ruler of Palmyra, in Syria, h him k. invasion, but this collapsed, and the emperor,
uler of Palmyra, in Syria, held bac Gordian, was murdered. This disaster forced

Over the next three centuries, the pendulum the remnants of the Roman army, now under A rock-cut relief
swung between Roman and Sassanid advantage Philip, to sue for peace. Shapur’s victory over at Nagsh-e Rustam
in a region thickly defended by fortified frontier the Romans near Carrhae in 260 cE was even near Persepolis,

- . more spectacular. Shapur captured the emperor
cities. Then, in the early 7th century, Khusrau Il Valerian, and later had his body flayed, stuffed,

Parviz (ruled 591-628 CE) flnally broke the and mounted as a gr|s[y trophy

shows a mounted
Shapur | lording it
over the defeated

deadlock, taking Roman Syria, Palestine, and Roman emperors
Egypt by 619 cE. Yet the Byzantine (eastern Philip and Valerian.
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Rows of marble
lions on the island of
Naxos were dedicated
to the god Apollo in
the 7th century BCE.

Greece

From unpromising beginnings in a collection of small and quarrelsome
city-states, the Greeks entered an era of unparalleled creativity and
surprising military success, seeing off the might of the Persian Empire
and establishing colonies throughout the Mediterranean and Black
Sea. Under Alexander the Great, the Greeks held political sway over
most of the Near East, and even after Alexander’'s death, their cultural
influence remained powerful there for centuries.

Archaic Greece

AU GREECE & 700-500 Bce

We know little about the era following the collapse
of Greece's Mycenaean civilization in 1070 BCE
(see p.71), because no written records survive. But
by around 750 BCE, scattered clusters of villages
throughout the Greek mainland, islands, and

lonia (Greek-settled Asia Minor) had grown into
city-states, or poleis. Rivalry between the poleis
was fierce, and fighting frequent; by 600 BCE,
Sparta, Thebes, Corinth, and Athens were
dominant. Governing systems varied from polis to
polis. At first, monarchy was most common, but in
the 7th century BCE, some city-states overthrew
their kings and instituted “tyrannies”: rule by

s

autocrats from new families, such as the
Pisistratids at Athens. A basic form of democracy
emerged side-by-side with this in Athens (see
p.90), beginning with the reforms of the great
law-giver Solon in around 594 BCE.

Despite continuing rivalry, some cultural factors
united the poleis: belief in common deities and
participation in common cultural events, such as
the pan-Hellenic games at Olympia. Philosophers,
mainly in lonia, began to speculate on the nature
of the universe, while a rich legacy of poetry
includes probably the first written versions of
Homer's lliad and Odyssey.
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The Greek—Persian wars
0 GREECE, THE AEGEAN, W ASIA MINOR & 499-449 BcE

In 499 BCE, the lonian cities of western Asia

Minor, with some assistance from Athens, staged
a revolt against Persia, which had conquered the
region in 546 BCE. The Persians were victorious,
suppressing the rebels in 493 BCE, after which the
Persian king Darius | (see p.84) resolved to teach
the Greeks a lesson. This was a mistake of epic
proportions. Having easily occupied the Greek
islands and found ready collaborators among
certain of the northern Greek cities, Darius’s army
landed near Marathon (a small town on the coast
of Attica, northeast of Athens) in late summer

490 BCE. There, a phalanx of Athenian citizen-
soldiers—with shields locked together to form

a united front—and their allies from the city of
Plataea kept the Persians in check, despite being
greatly outnumbered. Although Marathon was a
minor setback, the damage to Persian prestige
was profound and they withdrew.

The second Persian invasion

The Persians were not to give up and the fight

was renewed under Darius’s successor, Xerxes,

in 480 BCE. A shaky coalition of Greek city-states

formed to combat the invasion, but despite heroic

resistance by the Spartan king Leonidas at

Thermopylae (in which all the Spartans perished),

the Persians soon won over the important

state of Thebes to their side and had Athens

at their mercy. The city was put to the torch, but |

Themistocles, a politician, had by then persuaded |

his fellow Athenians to finance a naval fleet.
This policy bore fruit in the naval defeat of

the Persians at Salamis, with Themistocles at the

helm, also in 480 BCE. A further victory on land

at Plataea (in 479 BcE) stiffened Greek resolve

and forced the retreat of the main Persian

force, and this signaled the end of

Persian ambition on the Greek

mainland. Although the war

continued on in lonia and

the Aegean until 448 BCE, the

Greeks, by defending their

independence, had in

effect already emerged

as the victors.
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Athens and democracy

A0 ATHENS & 594-338 Bce

The oldest and most stable democracy in ancient
Greece developed in Athens, invoking the right of

all citizens—a category excluding women, children,

slaves, and foreigners—to participate in political
decision-making.

At the start of the 6th century BCE, the reforms
of the Athenian statesman Solon had diluted
the aristocrats’ power in favor of the citizen
assembly (ekklesia), but it was only under the
magistrate Cleisthenes (c.570-c.507 BCE) that
the Athenian constitution began to approach
its final form. He divided Athens into about 140
voting districts (demes), which were grouped
together into 10 tribes. Each of these supplied
50 members annually to a council of 500, and
this group supplied the 50-member group of
council leaders (Prytaneis) to administer the
government’s daily affairs.

The assembly

The composition of the Prytaneis changed
regularly so that no one held power for too
long. The full ekklesia—with a quorum of
6,000 people—convened around 40 times
a year, meeting on the Pnyx, a hill near

the Acropolis, to vote on important
matters, including the election of the city's
generals (strategoi). Pericles (495-429 BCE),
the most brilliant orator in 5th-century BCE
Athens, consolidated the power of the masses
by compensating the poor for the time they
spent attending the assembly.

A man who
takes no interest
in politics has
no business
here at all.

Pericles, 495-429 BcE

Democracy and empire

As Athens’ power waxed, the attractions of holding
office grew. Ostracism—a vote by the ekklesia to
exile over-mighty politicians—aimed to curb the
abuse of power by a few. Athenian defeats in

the Peloponnesian War (see p.94) twice suspended
democracy, which, although later restored, became a
shadow of its former glory by the time the Romans
took over Greece in the mid-2nd century BCE.

™ The Porch of the Caryatids,
on the Acropolis of Athens,
had to be rebuilt after
being burned down
by the Persians

in 480 BCE.
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Greek colonization

From the late 9th century Bck, the Greeks dramatically expanded their
world by dispatching colonists from cities in Greece to all corners of
the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. This process continued for more
than three centuries. Exactly why colonization was so important is
unclear, but it may have been both a catalyst for trade and a pressure
valve for excess population or political difficulties in Greece itself.

The acquisition of lands
Although the Greeks had set up
foreign trading posts, such as at
Al Mina in Syria, their new
colonies were fully fledged
citizen communities. Among

the earliest were those in
eastern Sicily, including
Syracuse, founded around

733 BCE. Shortly after this,
colonization began in southern
Italy, with cities such as Rhegium,

A silver coin from Catana
(modern Catania), a Greek
settlement in Sicily that was
colonized around 720 BCE.

the Iberian Peninsula—at
Tartessus in modern Spain—
in around 640 BCE. In the east,
colonies spread up the coast
of the Black Sea, from Byzantium
to the Crimea, and to Trapezus
(modern Trabzon) on the northern

Sybaris, and Croton springing up in a coastline of the Anatolian peninsula.

network so dense that tlhe area came to be By the .late' 6th century BCE, the Greek impetus £ The city of Ephesus,

known as Magna Graecia (“Greater Greece”). for colonization had faded, and as the system a Greek colony located
The movement spread far to the south and of city-states in Greece itself came under strain, on Turkey's western

west, founding Cyrene in North Africa around future Greek expansion would come largely g‘;f:;ll'lrs‘ﬁeg?r‘:‘ an

630 BCE, and Massilia (modern Marseilles, in under the patronage of Alexander the Great's 11th-century BCE wave

France) around 600 BCE. The Greeks first reached Macedonian empire and its successor states. of Greek expansion.







[@ The Parthenon, the great temple to
the goddess Athena, was built at Athens
in the mid-5th century BCE. The project
was initiated by the city's leading
statesman Pericles, and the work

was partly overseen by Phidias, one

of Classical Greece's greatest artists.

It was completed around 432 BCE.
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A helmet typical of
the protective gear
of the hoplites, the
heavy infantry of

the Greek armies.

The Peloponnesian War

A0 GREECE, W TURKEY, SICILY & 431-404 Bce

The Peloponnesian War, a bitter 30-year struggle,
arose from the rivalry between the two most
prominent Greek city-states, Athens and Sparta.
Unlike the democratic constitution of its rival

(see p.90), Sparta was governed by kings and

a small military elite, moderated by five annually
elected magistrates (or ephors). The mass of the
population were helots, effectively serfs, with no
political rights. In the mid-5th century BCE, Athens
established an empire based on its maritime
strength, bringing it into conflict with Sparta’s
land-based power.

The stages of war
The initial pretext for war was the attempt in
432-431 BCE by Potidaea, an Athenian client-
city in northern Greece, to break away from the
Athenian empire. Sparta and its allies came to
Potidaea’s aid, but the Athenians initially held the
upper hand. Sparta fought back, winning a great
victory at Amphipolis in 422 BCE, and both sides
agreed to observe a 50-year truce.

Hostilities broke out again in 415 BCE, when
the Athenians, encouraged by the extremist
anti-Spartan statesman Alcibiades, sent a great
fleet to Sicily, intent on absorbing Syracuse
into their empire. The Spartans reacted
by supporting the Syracusans, and
Athens was sucked into a
debilitating and ultimately
unsuccessful siege of the city.

)) THUCYDIDES

One of the first true historians, Thucydides
(c.460-c.404 BCE) wrote a History of the
Peloponnesian War, recounting events he
had lived through. The speeches he put in
the mouths of the protagonists are some
of the masterpieces of Greek literature.

In 413 BCE, the Spartans destroyed the Athenian
armada in Sicily, but still the war dragged on.
Finally in 405 BCE, at Aegospotami on the
Hellespont, the Spartans captured most of
the Athenian fleet while it was beached on
shore. Deprived of their naval support, the
Athenians could not resist a Spartan blockade,
and in 404 BCE, they surrendered, agreeing to
the destruction of their defensive walls. Athens
would never again be such a dominant force
among the Greek city-states.

The Athenians’ naval fleet included oared
warships known as triremes. These vessels
were fast and maneuverable, and were able
to ram enemy ships.

—
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Classical Greek culture

The Classical Greek city-states

of the 6th to 4th centuries BcE gave

birth to a civilization of extreme
creativity, remarkable both for its
uniformity of belief and culture,
and its diversity of political
systems. It has given us
philosophers, artists,
and playwrights
whose works we
still celebrate today.

Religion, art, and philosophy
The possession of a common religion was a
hallmark of “Greekness,” and temples, shrines,
and oracles to the principal gods—Zeus, their king;
Hera, his wife; Apollo, the sun god—sprang up
throughout Greece and the Greek colonies.

Cult centers such as Olympia and Delphi became
important pan-Greek gathering places and at
some, in particular at Olympia, the Greeks held
games in honor of the gods. The temples the

Greeks built to their gods
are among the most
breathtaking relics

of the Classical age,
and include the great
marble temple of the

Parthenon built on

the Athenian acropolis
between 447 and
432 BCE. Sculptors
such as Phidias (born
490 BCE), who created

@ Socrates (lived
469-399 BCE)
revolutionized
Greek thought, but
his radicalism led
to his execution.

S—

& The art of vase painting reached new
heights during the Classical period of Greece,
often depicting scenes from myth.

the great cult statue of Athena for the Parthenon,
are among the world’s earliest named artists.
The Greeks excelled in the dramatic arts, too, with
tragedies by Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides,
and comedies by Aristophanes, being performed
at an annual religious festival, called the Dionysia
in honor of the god Dionysus.

Of equally profound and lasting influence
was the work of Greek philosophers such as
Socrates (c.469-399 BcE), Plato (c.427-347 BCE),
and Aristotle (384-322 BcE), the first to apply
rigorous logic in an attempt to understand
the world, whose works were valued into the
Middle Ages and beyond.
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A Roman-era
mosaic showing
Alexander riding his
horse Bucephalus
into battle, possibly
at Issus in 333 BCE.

The conquests of Alexander the Great

AU GREECE, THE NEAR EAST & 336-323 sce

In the 4th century BCE, Greece saw a struggle

for power between several city-states, with first
Sparta and then, from 371 BCE, Thebes emerging
as the victor. From the early 350s BCE, the northern
Greek state of Macedonia began to expand under
an energetic and ruthless new king, Philip II.

In 338 BCE, Philip, aided by his 18-year-old son
Alexander, gained victory against the Thebans
and their allies at Chaeronea. The other Greeks

then rapidly submitted to Macedonian overlordship.

The young Alexander was not Philip’s only son,
and his succession to the throne was by no means
assured. Philip’s assassination in 336 BCE has long
been suspected to be at Alexander’s prompting.

Once his father was dead, Alexander moved with
brutal speed to put down rivals and, in 335 BCE,
suppress a Theban revolt.

The invasion of Persia

Now secure on the Macedonian throne, Alexander
embarked on an enterprise of staggering ambition:
the invasion of the Achaemenid Persian empire.

In 334 BCE, he led an army of some 50,000 across
the Hellespont into Asia Minor—modern Turkey—
with the initial intention of liberating the Greek
cities there from Persian control. Disputed
successions and rebellions had weakened the
Achaemenid empire in the 4th century BCE,




but its ruler, Darius IlI, could still call upon
resources vastly superior to those of Alexander.
Nonetheless, Alexander, with tactical and strategic
brilliance, and with more than an eye for his image
as an all-powerful ruler, defeated a large Persian
force at Granicus in 334 BCE, and then the next
year bested Darius Ill himself at Issus in Syria.
Utilizing the professionalism and maneuverability
of his smaller forces against the vast, cumbersome
Persian armies, he seemed unbeatable. Pausing
to visit Egypt, he defeated Darius one final time
at Gaugamela on the banks of the Tigris in 331 BCE.
The fugitive Persian king was murdered the
following year and Alexander took on the trappings
of an oriental potentate, adopting Persian court
dress and protocol and moving to secure all the
former provinces of the Achaemenid empire.
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The Temple of
the Oracle, in the
Siwa Oasis, Egypt,
where Alexander
came to consult
the oracle of Zeus
Ammon in 332 BCE.

Final campaigns and death
Alexander spent 329 and 328 BCE suppressing
revolts in the eastern provinces of Bactria
and Sogdia, after which he pushed on into
northwestern India, defeating the local ruler
Porus at Hydaspes in 326 BCE. Finally, even his
loyal Macedonians refused to go further. A long
and grueling return across desert terrain to
reach central Persia, and the perceived influence
of native Persians in Alexander’s entourage,
fueled a series of mutinies.

Then, in 323 BCE, aged only 32, the conqueror
of the known world died of a fever at Babylon.
His embalmed body was sent to Egypt, and his
generals plotted to seize power for themselves,
since, as he was still relatively young at the time of
his death, Alexander had not chosen a successor.

His friends asked: “'To whom do you
leave the kingdom?’' And he replied

‘To the strongest'.

Diodorus Siculus on the death of

Alexander (Library of History, XVII, 117)
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The Greek city

of Corinth in the
Peloponnese was
taken by the Romans
in 146 BCE, marking
the end of mainland

Greece's independence.

|

The successors of Alexander

AJ EGYPT, SYRIA, MACEDONIA & 323-31 Bce

Alexander the Great’s death in 323 BCE led to
a long struggle for control of his empire. This
began almost at once, for Alexander’s wife
Roxana was pregnant, and the army split
between those wanting to see if she bore
a son and those who supported the
severely disabled half-brother of
Alexander, Philip Arrhidaeus. In the
end, the child was born male and
as Alexander IV he ruled jointly with
Arrhidaeus, who became Philip Ill.
However, this only masked
the deep divisions between the
generals, who then proceeded
to carve out their own territories:
Ptolemy in Egypt; Antigonus in
Asia Minor; Lysimachus in Thrace;
Eumenes in Cappadocia; and
Seleucus in Persia. A series of
wars between these Diadochoi
(or “successors”) erupted, which
between 323 and 279 Bce gradually
eliminated the weaker contenders.

Decline and fall

By 301 BCE, three main successor states
survived—the Antigonids based in Macedonia,
the Seleucids in Mesopotamia and Syria, and the
Ptolemies in Egypt—together with a constellation
R of smaller statelets that fed off
warfare between the big three.
After Antigonus | of Macedonia
was defeated by the others
atIssusin 301 BCE and the
other weaker states had

been eliminated, the tensions
diminished and the three Greek
kingdoms survived until they
were successively swallowed
up by the Romans: Macedonia

in 168 BCE, a much-reduced
Seleucid kingdom in 64 BCE,

and finally, Egypt in 31 BCE.

[@ The Ptolemaic Greeks adapted
Egypt’'s practice of mummification,
creating mummy portraits of the
deceased in a western style.
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Hellenistic Culture

Alexander’s conquests left a large part of western Asia and North
Africa in Greek hands. As part of his efforts to solidify his hold over
this enormous territory, Alexander himself encouraged the foundation
of Greek cities in the newly conquered lands, including most notably
Alexandria in Egypt. These became the focus for the diffusion of
Greek culture, known as Hellenism, throughout the East.

The Hellenistic city

Greek-speakers were a definite minority in
Alexander’'s empire and the successor states,
but everywhere the cities bore the hallmarks

of the mother country. These included temples
built in the Greek fashion, a central marketplace
and meeting space (or agora), and the gymnasium,
which was not merely a place of exercise, but
acted as a center for Greek-style education where
young men could study classic authors and obtain
a sense of Greek culture.

Divergence and dissolution
Although united by the Greek language, the
Hellenistic cities and kingdoms did absorb eastern
influences, notably in Egypt where the Greek-
speaking kings ruled as pharaohs. Hellenistic art
styles also traveled far to the east, influencing
the Buddha figures of the Indian state of Gandhara
in the 2nd century BCE. In science and literature,
the Hellenistic Greeks continued the Classical
tradition of creativity. The mathematicians Euclid
(c.300 BCE) and Archimedes (287-212 BCE), the
comic playwright Menander (342-293 BcE), and
the historian Polybius (c.200-c.118 BCE) are a
few of the influential figures whose work was
absorbed by the Romans during their conquests
of the Hellenistic lands, ensuring that Greece's
cultural legacy lived on.

Antiochus | of Commagene (ruled 70-38 BCE)
was ruler of a Hellenistic kingdom near Armenia
and had this spectacular funerary monument built
to himself in the Greek style.
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Rome

From inauspicious beginnings as a small hilltop settlement in
central Italy in the mid-8th century Bce, Rome survived turbulent early
centuries to conquer the entire Italian peninsula—and then created an
empire encompassing the whole of the Mediterranean world, parts
of the Near East, and northwestern Europe. Rome’s military and
administrative strength allowed it to endure several crises until,
finally, waves of barbarian invaders brought about its fall.

Early Rome

A CENTRAL ITALY & 753-509 sce

According to tradition, Rome was founded on
April 21, 753 BCE, by Romulus, said to have been
the son of the god Mars. Like most of the traditions
associated with Rome's earliest days, it is hard to
disentangle truth from myth.

Rome under the monarchy

The first settlement, atop the Palatine Hill
overlooking the Tiber River, was almost
indistinguishable from the area’s myriad
small 8th-century BcE villages. Crucially, Rome
seems to have been more receptive to outside
influences than its rivals, and particularly to that
of the more developed Etruscan civilization
that flourished in central Italy.

Some of Rome's early kings—there were
seven by tradition—may have been Etruscan.
The story goes that the second king, Numa
Pompilius, established many of Rome’s religious
traditions, while Ancus Marcius in the 7th century
BCE expanded the territory of the fledgling city-
state through a series of localized struggles
against the neighboring Latin tribe.

From the reign of Tullus Hostilius (673-642 BCE)
comes the first evidence of a Roman senate,
in the form of the Cura Hostilia building. The
accession of Tarquinius Priscus—probably an
Etruscan—in 616 BCE brought a new dynamism
to Rome. However the next king, Tarquinius
Superbus, was a tyrant, and his unpopular
rule led to his deposition in 509 BCE by a group
of aristocrats. From this point onward Rome
was a republic.

In this Renaissance mosaic, Romulus,
the legendary founder of Rome, and his twin
brother Remus suckle from the she-wolf
said to have raised them.
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ROME

A0 |ITALIAN PENINSULA X 509 sce—c.250 Bce

When Rome became a republic in 509 BCE,

it retained some of the elements of the old
monarchical system, including the Senate—an
amorphous group of elders with decision-making
powers. Every year, a citizen assembly elected
two consuls, whose dual authority was an attempt
to prevent despotism.

The structure of society

The early Republic was dominated by the conflict
between two groups of citizens, the patricians
(elite landowners) and the underclass of plebeians.
The patricians monopolized political power, and
provided all the members for the Senate. Plebeian
resentment of this hierarchy led to a series of
violent conflicts, which in 494 BCE resulted in the
creation of a plebeian assembly with two elected
The Temple of Castor and Pollux (center right),

in the Forum at Rome, was where the patricians met
to discuss the government of the early Republic.

tribunes (who later came to have a veto over laws
passed in the Senate). The codification of Roman
laws in the “Twelve Tables” in 450 BCE eased
other restrictions on the plebeians; and in

366 BCE the first plebeian consul was elected.

The expansion of Rome

After a Roman victory against a league

of Latin neighbors in 496 BCE, a series of
“colonies” of Roman citizens set out from

Rome, gradually forming a network of
Roman-controlled or -inclined cities throughout
central Italy. In 396 BCE, the Romans captured
the leading Etruscan city of Veii, and by the early
3rd century BCE had also defeated the Samnites
to begin the extension of their power into
south-central Italy.

A statue of a lictor, who carried the fasces,

the bundle of rods and axes that symbolized the
power of the Republic's magistrates.
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& A romanticized view
of the battle of Zama

in 202 BCE, where
Scipio finally defeated
Hannibal and destroyed
his last army—20,000
Carthaginians died.
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The Punic Wars

AJ |TALY, SPAIN, N AFRICA X 264-148 BcE

Rome expanded its influence through the Italian
peninsula during the first half of the 3rd century BCE,
gradually creating conflict with other powers in
the Mediterranean. Most notable among these
adversaries were the Carthaginians, who, from
their capital in modern Tunisia, North Africa,
controlled an empire that included Sicily.

War broke out with Rome in 264 BCE over a
quarrel between Carthaginian-allied Syracuse
and the Mamertines of Messana, also in Sicily,
who appealed to the Romans for help. The
fighting—known as the First Punic War—dragged

on for 23 years, involving land battles and sieges
that generally went the Romans’ way, and more
decisive naval battles ending in a Roman victory
at the Aegates Islands in 241 BcE. Carthage was
stripped of its territories in Sicily, but compensated
by going on to form a new empire in Spain.

A Second Punic War broke out in 218 BCE, when
the Spanish city of Saguntum, fearing absorption
by the Carthaginian general Hannibal, appealed to
the Roman Senate for aid. The Romans demanded
Hannibal's surrender; the latter responded with
an invasion. Crossing the Alps—with an army that

We have been defeated

in a great battle.

MARCUS POMPONIUS ANNOUNCING THE DISASTROUS
ROMAN DEFEAT AT LAKE TRASIMENE, 217 Bce




included war elephants—in the winter of
218 BCE, he soon defeated the Romans at
Ticinus and Trebia, in the north of Italy.

Hannibal’s Italian campaigns
After this victory, many Cisalpine Gauls—Celts
settled around Milan—flocked to Hannibal's
cause. A further Roman defeat at Lake Trasimene,
in central Italy, in 217 BcE led to the deaths of
around 15,000 Romans. The next year the Romans
suffered an even greater disaster farther south
at Cannae, where their general Varro rashly
allowed his army to be outflanked and encircled
by the Carthaginian cavalry, and then massacred.

Many cities then defected from the Roman
cause, but General Fabius Maximus kept Hannibal
away from Rome and halted the momentum of
his earlier victories. In 207 BCE, Hasdrubal, the
brother of Hannibal, was defeated and killed at
Metaurus, northeast Italy, and five years later a
Roman counter-strike by Scipio forced Hannibal
to return to Africa.

The end of the Punic Wars

In October 202 BcE, the Carthaginians

were defeated, stripped of their Spanish
territories, and reduced to a small territory
around Carthage. Yet Rome was not satisfied,
and in 149 BCE used a pretext to begin a Third
Punic War. Carthage was besieged, and then
stormed in 146 BCE. The Romans razed the
city, deported its people, and finally annexed
its remaining territory.

)) HANNIBAL

Born c.247 BCE, Hannibal became Carthage’s
leading general during the Second Punic War and
commander-in-chief in 221 BcE. His plan to lead an
army across southern Gaul (modern France) into
Italy was a bold one, and he showed tactical genius
in a string of victories against Rome. Yet he lacked
strategic vision and became bogged down once
Roman resistance stiffened. After the war, he was
chief magistrate of Carthage, but Roman fears of
a Carthaginian revival led to his exile in 195 BCE.
He died in c.183 BCE.
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B A Carthaginian stela
from the tophet, or
graveyard, at Carthage.
The horn-shaped
symbol is for Tanit,

a moon goddess.
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The assassination
of Julius Caesar was
carried out by only

a small group of
senators; most fled
or waited to see what
actions the assassins
would take next.

The end of the Republic

A0 ITALY, GAUL & 137-44 Bce

During the 2nd century BCE the political situation
in Rome became increasingly tense. Then, in the
80s BCE, the city was hit by a political and military
struggle for power between Marius, the reformer
of the Roman army, and Sulla, a politician who,
after Marius’s death, became Dictator, or sole
ruler, in 82 BCE.

Pompey and Caesar

That year, Sulla killed more than 500 of

his opponents and packed the Senate with his
supporters. After Sulla’s death in 78 BCE, another
popular general, Pompey, rose to power. For

15 years Pompey excelled at his political role,

and bolstered his military reputation with several
victories in the East. Yet, in 60 BCE, increasing
factional violence led him to broker a three-way
alliance, called the “First Triumvirate,” with the rich
financier Crassus and a rising military star—Julius
Caesar. This collapsed in 49 BCE and led to civil
war between the factions of Caesar and Pompey.

The first civil war

Caesar pushed Pompey out of Italy and, in 48 BCE,
defeated him at Pharsalus in Thessaly. Pompey was
murdered in Egypt, but his partisans fought on until,
in 46 BCE, Caesar triumphed, becoming Dictator
(first for ten years, then for life). Fearing Caesar
would make himself king, a group of republicans,
including Marcus Brutus, assassinated him.
However, their murderous act failed to save

the Republic from collapse.

)) JULIUS CAESAR

Born in 100 BcE, Caesar became
Roman consul in 59 BCE. He
created a new province for
Rome in Gaul from 58 to

52 BCcE and this brought
him great political power
and popularity—which
ultimately led to his
murder in 44 BCE.




The first emperor: Augustus
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After Julius Caesar died in 44 BCE, his chief
lieutenant Mark Antony, attempting to manipulate
public opinion, allied himself with Octavian—
Caesar’s 18-year-old adoptive son—in order to
exploit his family connections and gain political
support. Antony miscalculated, for Octavian,
although young, was even shrewder than Caesar.
He remained in alliance with Antony and Lepidus—
who played the role of financier in this “Second
Triumvirate"—for only as long as it took to defeat
the armies that had been raised by Brutus and
Cassius, Caesar’s murderers.

In 32 BCE, war broke out among the Second
Triumvirate. At Actium the following year, Antony
was defeated, and both he and his mistress, the
Egyptian pharaoh Cleopatra, committed suicide.
Octavian did not seek immediate revenge against
Antony’s partisans. Nor did he have himself
made Dictator, as Caesar had done. Instead,
he manipulated Republican politics to acquire
supreme power without seeming to usurp the
Senate’s authority.

From general to emperor

In 27 BCE, Octavian was granted a special form

of authority, known as proconsular imperium, for
10 years, which in effect allowed him to act as

he chose in all provinces where the army was
currently based. In the same year, he took the
title "Augustus.” In 23 BCE, Augustus acquired

the permanent power of a tribune of the plebeians,
making him invulnerable to legal action. Although
he did not refer to himself as an emperor, this was
the position he now held.

Wars, both civil and
foreign, I undertook, both

on sea and on land!

Inscription of Augustus (the Res Gestae Divi
Augusti) from Ankara, Turkey, c.14 ce

Military expansion

Augustus secured the empire’s borders along the
Danube River and sent armies into Germany, which
he was about to conquer when a disastrous defeat
in 9 CE caused a retreat from the Elbe River back
to the Rhine. His last years saw a defensive stance
along existing frontiers.

During Augustus’s reign
(27 BCE-14 CE), the production
of images of the emperor,
such as this statue from Turin,
Italy, became a vital part of
imperial propaganda.
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The Roman road
network, much of it
paved, was vital for
the rapid transit of

Roman armies.

The government and army

A ROMAN EMPIRE & 27 Bce—c.200 ce

The empire over which Augustus assumed rule
in 27 BCE was very different from the Rome of

the early republic. Now ruling over territories that

stretched from the Iberian peninsula in the west

to Syria and Armenia in the east—as well as large

parts of North Africa—the Roman government

faced far greater challenges than the old, informal

systems could manage.

Government and the provinces
At the center of Roman government, the role of the
emperor remained ambivalent. Certain emperors,
such as Claudius (ruled 41-54 cE), liked to flatter
the old senatorial class with the fantasy that the
emperor was just a superior sort of senator;
others, such as Nero (ruled 54-68 cE), tended to
much more direct, despotic, and capricious rule.
The early empire had little in the way of a public
service, and many important roles, such as
running the imperial treasury, were assumed by
freedmen (former slaves). Provincial governors,
however, who administered Rome's imperial
territories, were almost all senators. The Roman
government raised its revenue mainly through
indirect taxes on sales or death duties. Some was

The legions’ superior equipment and
training made them more than a match
for non-Roman enemies.

spent on the upkeep or building of Roman roads,
which linked the main cities of the empire, but
as much as 80 percent was spent on the army.

The Roman legions
Augustus had inherited 80 legions, which he
cut to 28, each comprising around 5,000 men.
Supporting them, and directly answerable to
the emperor, were infantry and cavalry regiments
of noncitizens (called “auxiliaries”). The total
manpower may have been around 300,000.
The legions formed a formidable strike
force, almost irresistible in open combat. Their
engineering expertise meant they could also
conduct siege warfare expertly and take on
large-scale construction projects, such as
roads and fortifications. Over time the army
formed its own power base, through the imperial
guard (the Praetorians) based in Rome and
the legionary frontier garrisons, and became
as much a cause of internal instability as
a guardian against outside threat.



The early empire
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A ROMAN EMPIRE & 14-69 ce

Augustus died in 14 g, having chosen Tiberius,
the son of his wife Livia by her first marriage,
as his heir. Tiberius was 55 when he came to
the throne, having proved himself a capable
general and administrator, yet he was never
truly popular and, in the middle period of his
reign, became dominated by Sejanus, the
prefect of the Praetorian guard. In the last
seven years of his life, Tiberius shut himself
away in his palace on the island of Capri,
leading to an atmosphere of
frustration and stagnation
in Rome.

The post-Tiberian emperors
Tiberius's rule gave way to a new, young
emperor, Caligula (ruled 41-54 cE),
who the governing class welcomed
with open arms. However, Caligula’s
patent instability and dangerous
temper led to his assassination
and replacement by a man the
Praetorians thought would be
a pliant weakling: Claudius (ruled
41-54 cE). Yet Claudius proved
shrewd; he sponsored large-scale
public works that included a new port
at Ostia and, although not a military man, ordered
the conquest of Britain from 43 ce. Claudius
was succeeded by the mercurial Nero (ruled
54-68 cE), who, unsuited to power, became mired
in corruption. When an army revolt broke out in
Spain in 68 CE, civil war erupted, leading to
\ four emperors in a single year, until finally
N\ Vespasian (ruled 69-79 cE), a tough-minded
general, emerged triumphant.

A cameo showing
Augustus’s wife Livia
and her son Tiberius,
who became the
second emperor of the
Julio-Claudian dynasty
(27 BCE-68 CE).

The Colosseum, the empire’s largest
amphitheater—begun under Vespasian
and completed by his son Titus—housed
spectacular gladiatorial shows.
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Hadrian’s Wall is a
monumental barrier
stretching 80 Roman
miles (117 km) across
northern Britain, built
to defend the province
against barbarian
incursions.

The empire at its height

AU ROMAN EMPIRE & 69-180 ce

Vespasian's accession in 69 CE inaugurated a
new dynasty, the Flavians, during which stability
at first seemed to return to the empire. Vespasian's
economic reforms filled the treasury, and new
territory was occupied in northern Britain and
parts of Germany and Asia Minor. But Vespasian's
son Titus, succeeding him in 79 cEg, was to die after
just two years. Titus's younger brother Domitian
(ruled 81-96 ce) made a promising start, but
degenerated into tyranny and was assassinated,
possibly on the orders of the Senate itself.

The “golden age”

The Senate then put forward one of their own as
emperor, a 70-year-old, much-respected senator
named Nerva. To ensure the succession, Nerva
adopted the talented governor of Upper Germany,
Trajan, as his son, beginning a practice that
would see the next emperors, Hadrian, Antoninus
Pius, and Marcus Aurelius, all adopted by their
predecessor. This gave the empire a golden age—
a century of stability.

Trajan and Hadrian

Nerva died after just two years, and Trajan soon
began to enlarge the empire’s frontiers, seizing
Dacia (modern Romania) in two wars between
101 and 106 ck; the mercantile kingdom of
Nabataea (largely in modern Jordan) in 106 CE;

A marble frieze, from Ephesus showing
emperors Hadrian, Marcus Aurelius, and Lucius
Verus. Hadrian has a beard, a Greek fashion he
made popular at Rome.

and much of Mesopotamia (now Iraqg) from 115
to 117 ce. These victories brought massive booty
that helped fill the treasury. Yet the eastern
territories were not secure, and when Trajan
died in 117 ce they were already in revolt.

It was perhaps this that persuaded Trajan’s
successor, Hadrian, to be more cautious. He
started no new wars of expansion and built
defensive works in Germany and Britain.




Hadrian traveled widely, seeing more of his
domains than any emperor before him, and
established a permanent imperial council

that reduced the importance of the senate.

The later Antonines
Hadrian adopted the elderly Antoninus Pius
(ruled 138-161 cE), intending the latter’s
young protégé Marcus Aurelius to succeed
him quickly. Yet Antoninus lived for another
23 years in a tranquil reign that saw few revolts.
When Marcus Aurelius finally succeeded
in 161 ck, ruling jointly with Lucius Verus—
another of Hadrian's circle—he faced a series
of crises. A plague between 168 and 169 ce
killed thousands, including Lucius Verus, and

the empire became entangled in the Marcomannic

Wars against barbarians on the Danube.
Before his death in 180 cg, Marcus had
chosen his own son Commodus to succeed

him, the first son ever born to a ruling emperor.

However, like Domitian's, Commodus's rule
was unstable and would spell the end of
Rome’s golden age.

ROME | 109

)) TRAJAN

Trajan (ruled 98-117 cE) was from an Italian
family that had moved to Spain, making him the
first emperor with strong non-Italian roots. He
made his name while fighting under Domitian
along the Rhine in the 80s ce and as governor
of Upper Germany. Popular with the army,

he was an obvious choice to succeed Nerva.
He showed astonishing energy in expanding
the empire’s frontiers, an achievement he
celebrated in Trajan’s Column, which was
built beside the new Forum that Trajan
commissioned in central Rome.

He was the first to construct
a wall... which was to separate
barbarians and Romans.

The Historia Augusta on Hadrian's building of the Wall
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The detailed
carving on this
imperial Roman
marble sarcophagus
shows Roman
soldiers battling

the Goths during the
3rd century CE.

Crisis and reform

A3 ROMAN EMPIRE & 180-305 ce

The emperors of the late-1st and 2nd centuries BCE
had handpicked their successors. Marcus Aurelius
was the first emperor for a century to have an
adult male son, Commodus—but he proved a
lesson in the weakness of hereditary succession.
Commodus was rash and fickle. His behavior
sparked a series of military revolts that led finally
to the triumph of Septimius Severus (ruled
193-211 cE), the governor of Upper Pannonia (in
modern Hungary). A firm and active ruler, Severus
seemed set to restore confidence in the empire.
He divided large provinces into two, to avoid any
one governor having too much military power,

and he conquered territories in Mesopotamia.
Yet his successor Caracalla (ruled 211-217 cg)
proved more capable of making enemies than
ruling—he murdered his brother and co-emperor
Geta. Caracalla himself was murdered in 217 ce
near Carrhae (in modern Turkey) by an army
faction fearful that he would execute them.

The beginning of the end

For a while the empire teetered between
hope and farce. Emperor Elagabalus (ruled
218-222 ce), who was a Syrian high priest of
dubious morality and Septimius Severus'’s
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great-nephew, scandalized and alienated from eastern and central Europe toward

Senatorial opinion. His cousin Severus Alexander, the Rhine and Danube frontiers. Aurelian
brought in to replace him, lost the support of the (ruled 270-275 ck) finally defeated
army and was murdered in Germany in 235 CE. Zenobia and brought Gaul back into
This ushered in a half-century of chaos, when the empire, but he had to abandon
emperors, brought to power and then murdered Dacia, and still barbarians such as
by their own soldiers, rarely lasted more than the Franks and Alamanns raided
a few years. Gaul, and the Goths pillaged across
For 20 years, Gaul broke away to be ruled by the Danube. It was all too much for
its own emperors. More dangerously, after the a single emperor to deal with.
Persians captured the emperor Valerian (ruled
253-260 cE) in 260 cE, the city of Palmyra in The tetrarchy
Syria established its own eastern empire under Nominated by the army as emperor in
Queen Zenobia and her son Vaballathus. To add 284 ck, Diocletian chose an old military
to the official empire’s woes, new groups of colleague, Maximian, to rule jointly with & This Roman
barbarians, including the Goths, pressed down him. In 293 ck, he further subdivided E:L"r;rgr;’e%izclg?
the imperial office by selecting two junior of the controversial

emperors (or “Caesars”) to reign with the emperor Elagabalus.
two senior ones (or “Augusti”).

Now that there were, in effect, four
emperors—in a system known as the
Tetrarchy—facing a challenge in one area
of the empire no longer meant abandoning
problems elsewhere. Diocletian also reformed
the army, recruiting smaller legions better
adapted to combat the barbarian incursions.
In an unprecedented act, in 305 ce Diocletian
abdicated voluntarily due to ill health, and
retired to his palace at Spalatum (modern-
day Split, Croatia).

This man. ..
overturned the
whole order of
things: For he
chose three other
men to share
the imperial
government
with him.

Lactantius, speaking of Diocletian,
De Mortibus Persecutorum
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™ Constantine (right)
gives the symbols of
imperial rule—the
Phrygian bonnet,
canopy, and Lateran
Palace—to Pope
Sylvester | in this
12th-century fresco.
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Constantine and the new Christian Empire

A3 ROMAN EMPIRE & 306-337 ce

When Emperor Diocletian retired in 305 CE, his
system of four rulers (the Tetrarchy; see p.111)
fell apart. The new college of four emperors
excluded Maxentius, the son of Diocletian’s
colleague Maximian, and Constantine, the son
of a Caesar in the Tetrarchy. The result was
chaos, and by 310 ce there were no fewer than
seven competing emperors. In the civil war that
followed, Constantine won out, first defeating
Maxentius at the Battle of Milvian Bridge in
312 ckg, and then finally, in 324 cE, becoming
the unchallenged sole emperor.

Constantine’s reforms

Constantine divided the army between a mobile
field force (the comitatenses) and the frontier
garrisons (the limitanei). The bureaucracy became
much more formal, hierarchical, and efficient,
headed by a praetorian prefect. The new emperor

X

also founded a new capital city at Constantinople
(now Istanbul), modeled on Rome with its seven
hills, from which to administer the eastern empire.

Constantine and Christianity
Constantine is best known for his support of
Christians, following their persecution under
Diocletian. He decreed freedom of worship by
the Edict of Milan in 313 cE, sponsored the first
large churches in Rome, and allowed bishops

to take an increasingly important role in politics.

)) CONSTANTINE

Born in the 280s BCE, Constantine took a
long road to Christianity. He claimed to have
received a vision before the Battle of Milvian
Bridge in 312 BCE, and after this he honored
the Christian god. He was finally baptized on
his deathbed in 337 cE.
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The fall of the Roman empire

A ROMAN EMPIRE & 337-476 ce

The barbarians fought the Romans
with primitive weapons, such as this
francisca, a Frankish throwing ax.

Following the end of the reign of Constantine
(see facing page), the Roman Empire became
overwhelmed, by an increasingly
complex and inflexible political and
bureaucratic system; by pressure

from barbarians along the frontier;

and by a series of ineffective rulers in
the western empire. A division between
eastern and western empires meant that
after 395 cg, no one ruled both halves
together as sole emperor. No longer able
to absorb the outsiders pressing against
its frontiers, by the mid-4th century the
empire was on the defensive, and the
catastrophic destruction of the eastern
field army by the Goths at Adrianople in
378 ce almost led to a total collapse.

the ineffective rules of Honorius
(393-423 ce) and Valentinian llI
(424-455 ce) did nothing to stem the tide. A
series of short-lived western emperors became
the puppets of the conquering German chieftains.
In 476 cE, the Germanic general Odovacar
demanded land in ltaly for his soldiers. When
the boy-emperor Romulus Augustulus defiantly
refused, he was deposed. Odovacar did not
bother to appoint a new emperor, ruling as
a king himself, and as a result, the Roman
Empire in the west was at an end.

The empire fragments
and falls

The barbarians moved from raids to
seizing land on which to settle, reducing the
number of citizens the empire’s central
authorities could tax and put to work. Much

of the eastern empire was shielded from this—

it was the western half that lost much of Spain
and Gaul to the Visigoths and the Franks in the
first part of the 5th century cg, and the grain-rich
provinces of North Africa to the Vandals between
429 and 439 ck. Britain broke away from the
empire in 410-411 cg, and Rome itself was
sacked—the first time it had fallen to a foreign
enemy in almost 800 years—by the Goths in

410 ce. The westward movement of the Huns
from the 430s meant that the empire was

facing challenges on too many fronts, and

The Imperial city... was
delivered to the licentious fury of
the tribes of Germany and Scythia.

Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, on the sack of Rome by the Goths, 410 cE
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& A Roman legionary
fights a Germanic
warrior. Almost
invincible at its height,
the Roman army later
suffered a decline

in resources that

left it vulnerable.
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A detail from the
Gundestrup Cauldron,
a silver vessel dating
from around the 1st
century BCE, perhaps
used in rituals.

Celtic and Germanic Europe

Although it is through the Romans that we know much of the history
of the peoples who bordered their empire, many of these groups had
rich traditions of their own. The Celts thrived in central and western
Europe until the Romans conquered Gaul and Britain, while the
Germanic tribes migrated west and south, finally conquering much

of the western Roman empire in the 4th and 5th centuries ck.

The Celts

A CENTRAL AND W EUROPE & 500 Bce-83 ce

Fierce warriors and skilled ironworkers with

a love of feasting, the Celts swept across large
areas of Europe from around 500 BCE, dominating
much of the center and west of the continent by
200 Bck. Although they were not one cohesive
people, they displayed a uniform culture (known
in its later phase as the La Téne culture).

It was typified by organization into tribes or
clans, village or nomadic life, and a strong warrior
tradition, with warfare common between tribes.
Tribes or even individual families occupied hill
forts—hilltops encircled by a ditch and bank—
for protection.

Beliefs and decline

The Celts relied on oral transmission of culture
through bards and poets; their religion, governed
by the priestly class (the Druids), had a complex
pantheon. Metalworking was a speciality and was
used to embellish objects from household utensils
to battle chariots.

From the 50s BCE, the Romans pushed the
Celts to the margins of Europe: tribes in Gaul
were conquered by Julius Caesar, and the
British Celtic kingdoms were subdued between
43 and 83 ck. Only in Scotland and Ireland did
Celtic culture survive.




Successor states to Rome
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A0 W AND S EUROPE & 418-774 ce

As the power of Rome waned, barbarian
groups began to put down permanent
roots on former Roman territory

and establish more settled forms of
government. The most successful

of the new states to emerge was the
kingdom of the Franks.

At first a confederacy of Germanic
tribes in the area of modern Belgium and
Holland, the Franks were united under the
leadership of Clovis (ruled 481-511 cg), who
conquered most of the old Roman provinces of
Gaul. Clovis also converted to Catholicism, a sharp
divergence from the practice of many other
Germanic kings, who had adopted a new form of
Christianity called Arianism (after the 4th century
priest Arius), which was regarded as heretical
by other Christians. Clovis's descendants, the
Merovingians, ruled France until the 8th century cE.

Alaric, whose name means “king
of all,” was the Goths' greatest war
leader. He led his tribe in a sack
of Rome in 410 cE.

The Goths, who had threatened
the Roman empire in the late 4th
and early 5th centuries CE, split into

The former settled in southwest

France under Theoderic |, but in 507 ce
were pushed out by the Franks, finally
settling in Spain. The Ostrogoths, having stayed in
the Balkans, moved to Italy in 488 cE at the urging
of Zeno, the eastern Roman emperor, who wanted
revenge against Odovacar—the deposer of the last
western emperor, in 476 CE. By 493 CE Zeno was
king of Italy, beginning a dynasty that lasted until
the eastern Romans completed their reconquest
of Italy in 554 CE.

two groups: Visigoths and Ostrogoths.

The Battle of
Tolbiac, recreated

in this 19th-century
painting, saw the
Frankish king Clovis
emerge victorious
against a group named
the Alamanns.
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People of the steppes

The steppes—grasslands that stretch from Eastern Europe to
China—have been home to nomadic and semi-nomadic groups for
millennia. The history of the steppe people has been influenced by
geography, while their migrations brought clashes with a range of
powers, from the Romans in the west to the Parthians, Sassanids,
and India’s Mauryan empire in the east.

The Scythians

M CENTRAL ASIA & 6TH CENTURY sce-2ND CENTURY ce

First mentioned in historical sources in the 6th well-developed culture. By the 2nd century CE, the
century BCE, the Scythians seem to have migrated Scythians had been marginalized by Sarmatians—
from central Asia to southern Russia at about that Iranian-speaking newcomers—who were in
time. Their warriors fought with bows, arrows, and  turn defeated by the Huns (see facing page)

axes, and most often on horseback. They sported in the 4th century CE.

felt caps, and, except for some members of The Scythians have left a large number

the aristocracy, wore little or no armor. o of pyramid-shaped burial mounds,

known as kurgans, in the south
Russian steppes, particularly at

Pazyryk. In these they buried
the mummified bodies of
rulers, together with their
horses and lavish grave-
offerings of gold.

Culture and wealth
The Scythians possessed
sizeable territories at different
periods, although tracing

them is made difficult by the
tendency of Greek and Latin
authors to refer indiscriminately
to groups from the steppes

as “Scythians.”

One group, the “Royal Scyths,”
controlled an area around southern
Russia, where stunning grave
finds of gold artifacts point to a

A gold comb from a grave
at Socha kurgan, depicting
Scythians in battle; the
mounted warrior bears
equipment far superior to
that of the soldiers on foot.

Having neither cities nor forts, and
carrying their dwellings with them. ..
[the Scythians are| all accustomed to
shoot from horseback.

Herodotus, Histories, ¢.430 BCE



The Huns

PEOPLE OF THE STEPPES

AJ S RUSSIA, CENTRAL EUROPE, THE BALKANS & 4TH AND 5TH CENTURIES ce

First mentioned in the 370s cE, the Huns, who
became the most feared and loathed of Rome's
barbarian enemies, were most likely a composite
group whose numbers were swelled by those
they defeated.

In 434 cE, the Hunnish king Rua died and his
nephew Attila initiated an increasingly aggressive
policy, ravaging much of the Balkans and sacking

a string of cities in 441-442 ce and again in 447 CE.

In 451 cg, the Huns turned west toward the rich
lands of Gaul, but were defeated by a last-ditch
alliance of Romans under the general Aétius and
his barbarian allies.

Undaunted, Attila moved into Italy the following
year, but was deflected from an attack on Rome,
possibly by an outbreak of plague. After their

father’'s death the year after that, Attila’s sons
failed to keep the empire together, and within
10 years the Huns had almost disappeared as
an organized group.

)) ATTILA

Attila (ruled 434-
453 ce) was known
as “The Scourge of
God” because he
devastated swaths
of Christian Roman
territory. A ruthless
warrior, he died

as a result of
overindulgence at
his wedding feast.

The Kushans

AJ CENTRAL ASIA, N INDIA X 1ST CENTURY Bce—c.350 ce

Possibly originating in a nomadic group known
to the Chinese as the Yuezhi, the Kushans (or
Kusanas) dominated a region of northern India
around the Punjab from the early 1st century CE.
The Kushan empire reached its zenith under
Kanishka (c.78-100 cE), who ruled virtually all of
northern India, including the great cities of Ujjain

and Pataliputra. Under great pressure from the
Sassanid Persians (see p.87) from the 220s CE,
the Kushan empire fragmented and the rise of the
Guptas to their south in the 320s cE finally put an
end to their rule. Kushan art, influenced by Greece
and Buddhism (to which they converted), is most
notable for its elegant statues.
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£ Although influenced
by Zoroastrianism, the
Kushans converted to
Buddhism and built
temples such as this
4th-century CE example
at Takht-i-Rustam,
Afghanistan.
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India

From the 4th century scg, northern and central India came to be
dominated by a series of empires, beginning with the Mauryan,
which reached its greatest cultural flowering under the rule of
Ashoka, a great promoter of Buddhism. After an interlude of Kushan
rule, the Guptas then emerged to dominate India for 150 years, before
attacks by the barbarian White Huns led to the region reverting to a

collection of smaller kingdoms.

Chandragupta and the rise of the Mauryans

A N AND CENTRAL INDIA & ¢.321-185 Bce

Around 321 BcE, Chandragupta Maurya (ruled
¢.321-298 BCE) toppled the Nanda dynasty of
Magadha, the most prosperous state in north
India, to found the Mauryan empire.

Mauryan rule
By 303 BcE, Chandragupta had defeated the
Seleucids, rulers of Persia, and had secured

areas around modern Herat and in Baluchistan.

He presided over a thriving agricultural state

backed by a powerful army. His son Bindusara
(ruled c.298-272 BCE) may have extended the
Mauryan empire into south India, and his

successor Ashoka (ruled c.268-232 BCE)
conquered Kalinga (in modern Orissa) in
261-260 BCE. On Ashoka's death, the empire
broke into western and eastern parts and, despite
a brief reunification around 223 BCE, was gradually
reduced to its heartland in Magadha. The
assassination of the last emperor, Brihadratha,
in 185 BCE brought the Mauryan era to an end.

The cave complex at Ajanta in Maharashtra
contains paintings that span the period of time
from the 2nd century BCE to the Guptas in the
6th century cE.




Ashoka and Buddhism

MU INDIA & 268-232 Bce

After a particularly bloody battle at Dayala in
the state of Kalinga, where the rivers ran red
with the blood of the slain, the Mauryan ruler
Ashoka (see facing page) is said to have been
stricken with remorse and converted to

Buddhism. In 259 BCE, he toured his domains,
spreading the Buddhist message of dhamma,
or moral principles, and ordered the construction
of stone pillars bearing edicts that promoted the
Buddhist creed. He also sent missionaries abroad.
Although Ashoka's reign was a period of peace and
prosperity, subsequent Mauryan rulers were more
concerned with war than with religion.

B A metal relief of a symbol—a group of
four lions—that Ashoka chose to top many
of the inscribed pillars he erected during
the tour of his empire.

Gupta India

A INDIA & ¢.320-c.570 ce

After the Mauryans (see facing page), the
Sungas briefly ruled central India until 73 BCE.
Thereafter, save for a century of Kushan
dominance in the late 1st and early 2nd
centuries CE, no one group dominated as large
an area as the Mauryans, until Chandragupta |
(ruled ¢.320-330 ce) captured the old imperial
capital of Pataliputra, resulting in the
emergence of the Gupta empire around 320 ce.
Under Chandragupta Il (ruled ¢.376-415 cE), the
empire reached its greatest extent, defeating
the Saka satraps (governors) who had ruled
western India, and expanding eastward
into Bengal. Under Kumara Gupta (ruled
¢.415-455 cE), incursions by the Hephtalites
(or “White Huns") undermined the empire.

By the mid-6th century cE, it was reduced
to a small area around Magadha and then,
around 570 ck, it disappeared entirely.

Carvings from the temple complex at Udayagiri
in Orissa, India. Possibly begun in the 2nd century cE,
the temples were in use into the Gupta period.

INDIA
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&) This 18th-century Indian miniature
painting shows a conversation on the
theme of righteousness between the god
Krishna and Arjuna (in the central
chariot), which forms the core of the
Hindu devotional poem the Bhagavad Gita.
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World religions

From the first millennium sck, religions spread across huge areas.
Hinduism and Buddhism made their way across Southeast Asia, while
the Middle East saw the expanding influence of Judaism, followed by
Christianity and Islam. By the 7th century cg, Hinduism and Buddhism
were in retreat, and Christianity and Islam had taken root throughout
the Roman and Sassanid Persian empires.

Hinduism
By the 6th century BCE, the ancient religion
of India focused on three main gods:
Brahma the creator; Vishnu the
preserver; and Shiva the destroyer.
Around 500 BcE, the main form

of worship was Brahmanism,

and about this time great epics such
as the Mahabharata and Ramayana
were composed. Hindu beliefs spread

as far as Java (where they gave rise
to the lavish temple complex at

Prambanan in the 9th century cE),
Bali (where they survive still),
Angkor in Cambodia, and Champa
in modern Vietnam.

[@ Reverence for Shiva the
destroyer became one of the
principal expressions of Hinduism,
especially in southern Asia.
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Buddhism

A royal prince born in northeast India around

563 BCE, Siddhartha Gautama turned his back

on his wealth to develop Buddhism. Promoting an
ascetic way of life and a set of moral values rather
than belief in a god, Gautama (the Buddha) taught
that the only way to escape samsara, the cycle of

death and rebirth, was to achieve moral perfection.

Initially finding great success under the Mauryan
ruler Ashoka in the 2nd century BCE, Buddhism
became almost extinct in India, but spread into
China and Japan, becoming established there
from the 7th century cE.

Monotheistic faiths

Judaism, the first monotheistic religion to

spread widely, evolved from an older, ritualistic
form attributed to Moses. By the time of the
Roman empire, Jewish communities had become
dispersed throughout the Mediterranean. Despite
severe persecution, Judaism has never lost its
status as a world religion. Christianity began as an
offshoot of Judaism in the 1st century CE, but then
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became a distinct faith focused

on the belief that Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, died to atone for human
sin. It endured waves of repression,
notably under the Roman emperors
Domitian in the late 1st century ce and
Diocletian in the early 4th century CcE.
Yet once Emperor Constantine (ruled
306-337 cE) decreed its toleration in
313 CE, it became the empire’s official
religion and spread throughout the
Roman world, reaching Germany,
Russia, and Scandinavia by the

10th century.

The last principal monotheistic
religion to emerge was Islam in
Arabia in the 7th century CE, spread
by the prophet Muhammad. His
supporters proclaimed that he had
received a divine revelation, encapsulated
in the Qur'an. Arab armies inspired by Islam
swept through the Near East and North Africa,
reaching Spain by 711 ce.

& This 4th-century
Christian artifact is

a bronze lamp in the
form of a boat carrying
St. Peter and St. Paul.

The stupas and
Buddha images
constructed around
800 cE at Borobodur
in Java are among
the world’s most
expressive images
of Buddhism.
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China

By the bth century scg, China had disintegrated into a number of
competing kingdoms known as the Warring States. The state of Qin
conquered these one by one, and had defeated them all by 221 BcE
under Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of a united China. He brought
a period of stability and prosperity to China, but the Qin dynasty did
not survive for long. Around 200 Bct the Han seized power, and would
rule China for some four centuries.

The warring states

A CHINA & 475-221 BcE

The Zhou dynasty that followed the Shang
(see p.77) was the last of the pre-imperial
dynasties. The Zhou lasted longer than any
other dynasty in Chinese history, but from
around 722 BcE, it disintegrated into a number
of independent states. From 475 BcE, China
entered the Warring States period, when

a series of conflicts between the minor
territorial overlords led to a process of
gradual consolidation. By the 3rd century
BCE, there were just seven competing
states, the most powerful of which was

the state of Qin.

In 356 BCE, the chief minister of Qin, Shang
Yang, established a new political philosophy—
known as Legalism—based on rule of law, with
a new legal code that diluted the power of the
nobles and increased that of the ruler. The whole
power of the state was directed toward warfare,
with all adult males registered for military service.
By about 230 BCE, Qin was ready to begin the
conquest of its remaining rivals.

@ A bronze lei, or wine vessel, from the
Warring States period. Despite the political
chaos that characterized this time, it also
saw cultural achievements.




The First Emperor

A0 CHINA & 246-206 BcE

In 246 BCE, Qin Shi Huang ascended to the
throne of Qin. An energetic and ruthless ruler,
from 230 BCE he set about the absorption of
all the other Chinese states, completing the
process with the conquest of Qi in 221 BCE.
Having secured his position as the “First
Emperor” Qin Shi Huang began a series of
reforms to consolidate his rule.

The First Emperor’s reforms
Under the guidance of his chief minister Li Si,
Qin Shi Huang put into place Legalist reforms,
abolishing feudal fiefs and decreeing the adoption
of a standardized written script and the
establishment of official measurements for
weights and lengths. In 213-212 BcE he ordered
the burning of books that criticized his policies,
and conducted a purge of scholars, executing
some 450 of them. Qin Shi Huang reinforced

China’s frontiers: his general Meng Tian
constructed a defensive wall in the Ordos region
of Inner Mongolia (the forerunner of the Great
Wall of China); and he also had the Straight Road
built, which ran 500 miles (800 km) from the
capital Xianyang to the Ordos region, to allow
for the rapid transport of troops. He also sent
troops to conquer new lands in Guangdong.

The end of Qin

Eventually, Qin Shi Huang's energies waned

and he became obsessed with securing his own
immortality. By the time the First Emperor died in
210 BCE, China was afflicted by popular uprisings
and factional plotting at court. Although Qin Shi
Huang had claimed his dynasty would last for
endless generations, by 206 BCE Xianyang had
been burned and Ziying, the last Qin emperor,
had been deposed.
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Near the burial
chamber of Qin Shi
Huang's mausoleum
stood an army of
terracotta warriors,
intended to defend the
First Emperor in death.
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Han China

M0 CHINA X 206 Bce-220 ce

The fall of Qin was accompanied by a complex
civil war from which Liu Bang, who had captured
the Qin capital of Xianyang in 206 BcE, finally
emerged victorious after a decisive battle four
years later at Gaixia (in modern Anhui province).
He assumed the imperial title of Gaozu and began
the Han dynasty, which went on to rule China for
some 400 years.

The rule of Gaozu

Gaozu established a new capital at Chang'an,
simplified court ritual, and, as a counterpoint to
the old regime’s political philosophy of Legalism
(see p.124), encouraged the rise of Confucianism,
with the emperor becoming the center of a state
cult. He also strengthened central rule with the

[@ A later Han glazed ceramic model of a
watchtower, displaying precise architectural
detail. Such pieces were often intended for
the tombs of important personages.

organization of commanderies (military districts)
intended to avoid any return to the chaos of the
Warring States. Gaozu did, however, tolerate

the existence of ten semi-independent kingdoms
to the north and east. Han China retained a strong
bureaucracy, with a formal hierarchy established
by the end of Gaozu's reign, in a decree of 196 BCE.

The height of the Han

Under Wudi (ruled 141-87 BcE), the Han reached
the height of their dominance. Wudi cut down the
remaining powers of the aristocrats, relying on a
hand-picked civil service; in 124 BCE an academy
was inaugurated for future officeholders. In
115 BCE he also established state granaries

to keep prices under government control.

Wudi expanded the borders of the Chinese
empire, fighting a long series of wars against the
nomadic Xiongnu in the north from 114 to 91 BCE,
but achieving greatest success in the northeast,



where he established four commanderies in Korea
after 128 BCE, and in the south, where he occupied
parts of Guangdong, Guangzi, and north Vietnam
from 111 BCE. Yet the latter part of the emperor’s
reign was marred by his increased introspection
and his search for immortality. His successors
were generally feeble and the court became
dominated by eunuchs. The economy was
undermined by financial mismanagement and

the state weakened by widespread tax evasion.

Wang Mang and the later Han

In 9 ce, Wang Mang, the regent for a succession
of child emperors, usurped the Han throne. He
ordered large private estates to be broken up
and began a program of reforms, including
restrictions on slavery. But a catastrophic famine
that had begun when the Yellow River changed
its course in 11 cE led to widespread peasant
uprisings, and in 25 ce the Han were restored
under Guang Wudi. A new capital was set up at
Luoyang, but it took 11 years to put down a series
of pretenders who claimed the right to succeed

) LIu BANG

Born into poverty, Liu Bang
was initially a supporter
of Xian Yu, an aristocrat
opposed to Qin rule. Yet
he managed to build his
own army and capture

the Qin capital Xianyang

in 206 BCE. He never
learned to read,

and distrusted court
protocol, making him
popular outside
court circles.

Wang Mang. The Han never regained its former
power. A revolt by the Yellow Turban religious
sect from 184 to 186 cE, and the brutal massacre
of hundreds of court officials by a ruling eunuch
clique in 189 ck, fueled the chaos. In 196 cE, the
general Cao Cao assumed power, ruling through

a Han puppet, but after his death in 220 cE even
this pretense was dropped and the dynasty ended.
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China’s first
emperor had sought to
protect a unified China
within a protective wall,
but internal conflicts
became a greater
threat in the centuries
to follow.
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A series

of spectacular
murals was found at
Teotihuacan. This one
shows a priest linked
to the cult of a rain
god or storm deity.

The Americas

During the “Classic” period, from around 200 BcE, several cultures
flourished in Central America. The Olmecs were superseded by a
number of new groups, including the inhabitants of Teotihuacan,

the Zapotecs of the Mexican Gulf coast, and, especially, the Maya
civilization, which spread throughout southern Mexico, the Yucatan,
and Guatemala. In South America, regional cultures, including Moche,
Nazca, and Paracas, succeeded the Chavin of Peru.

Teotihuacan

A CENTRAL MEXICO X 2ND TO 7TH CENTURY ce

The greatest Classic period Mexican city was
Teotihuacan. From the 2nd century CE, this
enormous urban area was laid out on a grid
pattern, its major axis (the “Avenue of the Dead”)
running 3% miles (6 km) roughly north-south.
At the center of the axis was a large palace
complex, and at its northernmost reach the
great Pyramid of the Moon. At its southern end
was the Pyramid of the Sun, built with some
42 million cubic feet (1.2 million cubic meters)
of sun-dried bricks and stone.

By the 4th century cE, Teotihuacan's population
was as high as 200,000, and its influence spread
throughout Mexico. Its wealth derived from its

control of the resources of the fertile Valley of
Mexico and domination of trade routes as far as
the Gulf and Pacific coasts of Mexico. Teotihuacan
ware has been found as far afield as the Maya city
of Kaminaljuyu in Guatemala.

The end of Teotihuacan

At some time during the 7th century cE,
Teotihuacan’s palaces were burned and its
temples defaced. What crisis precipitated
the vandalism is unknown. The abandoned
city was thereafter treated by successive
Mexican cultures, including the Aztecs, with
almost reverential awe.




The Zapotecs
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AJ VALLEY OF OAXACA, MEXICO & ¢.500 Bce-c.900 ce

Around 500 BCE, a powerful new regional culture,
the Zapotecs, arose in the Valley of Oaxaca near
Mexico’s Gulf coast, based around the city of
Monte Albdn. Built on a leveled hilltop site, the

city flourished for more than 1,000 years.

One of the city’s most evocative
monuments is the Temple of the
Danzantes, containing hundreds
of carvings of men in distorted
postures, their disarticulated
limbs and closed eyes probably
indicating that they represent
not dancers (“Danzantes”) as
was once thought, but the chiefs
of rival cities killed by Monte
Alban’s rulers. Carved glyphs
on the Danzantes stones reveal that

The Classic period and decline
By its Classic period, from 200 cg, Monte Albadn
had a population of about 25,000, with a series
of satellite settlements on the lower ground
surrounding the city. Around 170
subterranean tombs of nobles have

the city grew further with the
building of a grand main plaza.
A series of inscriptions here
that feature upside-down
disembodied heads are likely
to refer to expansion by
conquest. But by 900 ck, the
urban center of Monte Alban

M
was mostly deserted. No one knows ost early

Mesoamerican

the Zapotecs used a sophisticated
calendar and writing system.

why the site was abandoned, but
it was to remain empty until
partial reuse by the Mixtec
culture in the 12th and

13th centuries CE.

cultures played a very
similar, ritualized “ball
game” on spectacular
sloping or terraced
courts; this is the court
at Monte Alban.

A Zapotec deity is depicted on
an urn dating from Monte Alban’s

Classic period, around 200 to 350 cE. -
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£ One of the pyramidal
Maya temples at
Palenque in Mexico,

a city whose power
reached its zenith
under the rule of
K'inich Janaab’ Pakal
from 615 to 683 CE.

Classic Maya culture

A0 CENTRAL AMERICA & ¢.300-c.900 ce

At its height (some 600 years referred to as

the “Classic” period) the Maya culture flourished
over a wide swath of Central America, especially
the Yucatan peninsula and Guatemala’s jungle-clad
lowlands. At its heart stood a number of important
cities. Originally ritual centers, many grew into
populous city-states. The Maya built huge, often
pyramidal stone temples, such as those at Tikal
in Guatemala, and showed a great talent for carved
stone and stucco (plaster) reliefs, with some
especially fine examples at Palenque in Mexico.

Maya culture
Maya cities featured palaces, open plazas,
and terraces, as well as courts where the Maya
people played their sacred ball game. Religious
ritual played a major part in Maya life.

The Maya practiced a form of “auto-sacrifice,”
in which they pierced their own body parts to
release blood as an offering to the gods, but more

extreme reports of human sacrifice seem to be
unfounded. The Maya developed a sophisticated
writing system using some 800 characters, or
glyphs. They also had a complex calendrical
system, featuring a 260-day sacred year and

a 365-day solar year.

Maya history

Before Maya glyphs were deciphered in the

20th century, little was known of the history of
the various city-states, such as Tikal and Palenque.
But the glyphs have revealed an area riven by
constant war, with unstable dynasties making
rapid conquests and then vanishing into obscurity.
The city of Yaxchilan, for example, produced one
of the greatest Classic-period kings, Bird Jaguar IV
(ruled 752-768 ce), who conquered a number

of neighboring lords and erected many new
buildings, but within a generation of his death
the city had stagnated.




Early South America
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U PERU % ¢.500 Bce—c.600 ce

From around 500 BCE, a number of regional
cultures began to supplant Peru’s Chavin culture
(see p.78). The Paracas people, who flourished

in southern coastal Peru between 500 BCE

and 200 ck, adopted many elements of Chavin
iconography, including the feline representations
that appear on their pots. The dry climate, which
allowed bodies to be mummified, also preserved
beautiful textiles, lavishly decorated with mythical
creatures and more earthly animals. The largest
cache of mummies, around 430, was found at
Wari Kayan on the Paracas peninsula, all wrapped
in textiles and accompanied by grave goods such
as gold ornaments.

The Nazca

The Nazca culture flourished in the south of Peru
from around 200 BcE to 500 ce. While largely a
village-dwelling people, the Nazca did construct
some imposing architectural complexes, such

as the monumental religious center at Cahuachi,
which dates from around 100 ce. Although their
textiles, metalwork, and pottery are of high
quality, they are better known for the vast
drawings that they made in the desert. They

created a range of animal pictures and abstract
representations by clearing stones from the desert
surface and exposing the subsoil to create lines.
The patterns, some of them many miles long,
can be fully seen only from the air. Spectacular
examples include a depiction of a hummingbird
sucking nectar, a plant, and a monkey with a coiled
tail. Their precise purpose is unknown.

The Moche

In Peru’s northern valleys, the Moche came to
dominate from around 100 ce. Talented craftsmen,
they constructed large pyramids, known as huacas,
and are particularly noted for their fine textiles,
metalwork, and pottery. From great centers such
as Huaca del Sol, with its flat-topped pyramids,
the Moche rulers held sway over a predominantly
agricultural society. Then, from around 300 cE,
larger urban centers arose, the Moche expanded
into southern regions, and indications of large-
scale warfare appear (often depicted on the
pottery). In the late 6th century cE, environmental
disasters such as drought and flooding seem

to have undermined the Moche's stability, and
their culture collapsed.

Perhaps the most
famous of the Nazca
Desert images (or
geogylphs), the
spiral-tailed monkey
is reminiscent of the
spider monkeys found
in Peru’s jungles.

B Typical Moche cups,
this one in the form

of a fox-headed human,
feature a “stirrup”
handle/spout.
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The world in 600-1450

Following the collapse of the western Roman Empire in the

5th century ck, civilization in Europe fell behind the rest of

the world for almost a thousand years. In this period China proved
to be politically strong and technologically innovative under the
Tang and Song dynasties, while much of the Middle East and
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North Africa was united under an Arab Empire inspired by the new
religion of Islam. The Americas, India, and Southeast Asia were also
dominated by distinctive cultures. However, from the late medieval
period movements began to emerge in Europe that would ultimately
lead to European domination of the globe.
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The medieval

world in 1300

By 1300, large parts of Eurasia
were dominated by the Mongols.
Areas of northern India, North
Africa, and the Middle East were
controlled by various Muslim rulers,
such as the Mamluks in Egypt. In
Mexico, the empire of the Aztecs
was just beginning to expand, while
o the Incas had only just settled
around Cuzco in Peru.
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B The feudal monarchies of England and
France had consolidated into large regional
states by 1300, but conflict between popes
and emperors prevented this process in the
rest of Europe. In Spain, the Christian states
of Castile and Aragon had reconquered
much of the peninsula from Muslim emirates,
leaving only Granada outside their control.
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East and Southeast Asia

The early Middle Ages saw the rise of sophisticated new cultures
and centralized states in East and Southeast Asia: Japan, Korea,
Angkor (Cambodia), Pagan (Burma), and Dai-Viet (Vietnam) all
flourished under new kingdoms. China, after a period of disunity,
reunited under the Tang dynasty in 618 (and their Song successors
from 960), and reached astounding technological and artistic heights.

China disunited

A CHINA X 221-618ck

In 221 cg, the Han dynasty that had ruled China
for 400 years (see pp.126-7) collapsed amid a
welter of uprisings. China split into the Three
Kingdoms: the Wei in the north, the Shu in the
southwest, and the Wu in the southeast. Their
rivalry is recounted in the great 14th-century
Chinese novel The Romance of the Three Kingdoms,
but in truth there was little romance about it, and
the struggle left China debilitated by warfare.

The rise of the Sui

The Wei conquered the Shu in 264 cE and, under
a dynasty called the Western Jin, overcame the
Wu in 280 ck, but the period of unity was brief.
Under pressure from northern nomadic groups
called the Xiongnu and Xiangbei, the Western
Jin buckled, their capital Luoyang was sacked,
and China fell apart, with the Sixteen Kingdoms
ruling the north, and the Six Dynasties holding
sway over the south. Finally, the north of China
was united in 577 cg, and in 588 cE Yangdi—first
emperor of the Sui dynasty—launched an invasion
of south China. Only a matter of months later,
the last Southern Jin emperor surrendered

his capital at Jiankang (modern Nanjing), and
China’s three centuries of disunity was over.

.. ¥ [@A guardian deity at the Jinci temple,

Shanxi province. The temple was restored
and enlarged during Wei rule.
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Tang China

f0 CHINA X% 618-907

In 617, LiYuan, a frontier general, rose up against Asia, while painting and literature

the Sui dynasty (see facing page), which was reached greater heights of sophistication.

exhausted following an ill-fated invasion of Korea. Late in the reign of Xuanzong (712-756),

Capturing the Sui capital Chang'an late that year, however, aristocratic factionalism led to

by 624 Li Yuan had secured all of China and ruled as  a large-scale rebellion led by An Lushan

Gaozu, the first emperor of the Tang. The dynasty in 755. Although this was finally put down in

is associated with prosperity, especially under 763, the Tang never regained their authority,

Gaozu's successor Taizong (ruled 626-649). and in 907 the last Tang emperor, Ai, was
killed by one of his generals. China split

Tang rule apart once more.

Taizong set up state schools and colleges and
reintroduced the Han system of examinations for )) GAOZU (LI YUAN)
those wanting to work in official positions. Tang o
. . . . From a noble family, Li Yuan served as a

armies expanded into central Asia, defeating the general during the Sui attack on Korea in
Turks at Issyk Kul, in modern-day Kyrgyzstan, in 657 613. When Emperor Yang was killed in a
and advancing as far west as the borders of Persia. military coup in 618, Li Yuan took advantage

China attained a new level of cultural @ GRS () (D150 B i (it
. . s . emperor and seize power himself.
influence, with Chang’an, the terminus of the
Silk Road, bringing in traders from across

Have I not heard that pure wine
makes a sage, and even muddy
wine can make a man wise?

From Drinking Alone in the Moonlight,
by Tang “god of poetry” Li Bai, ¢.710-762

The head of a
colossal Buddha
statue, some 233 ft
(71 m) tall, carved

on a cliff near Leshan
around 713 during the
early Tang dynasty.




A Song Yaozhu-style
vessel, delicately
carved in a fashion
typical of the dynasty.

Ladies of the Song
court are shown
ironing silk in this
painting by the eighth
Song emperor Huizong,
a patron of the arts

and an accomplished
artist himself.
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Song China

M CHINA X 960-1279

The first half of the 10th century was a
period of disunity for China. A succession
of Five Dynasties ruled the north, while the
south fragmented into Ten Kingdoms. Zhao
Kuangyin, a general under the Later Zhou,
the last of the Five Dynasties, usurped the
throne in 960 to found the Song dynasty.

Song prosperity

Under the Song, China was reunited and
entered a period of economic achievement,
introducing the first paper currency in 1024
and developing new methods of rice farming
that doubled output.

A series of waterways improved China’s
infrastructure, and a fairer system for
awarding the jinshi degree for officials
overhauled the bureaucracy, so that a
wider range of people could rise through
the ranks.

The decline of the Song
In 1068, the emperor of the time, Shenzong,
entrusted his minister Wang Anshi with the task
of implementing radical reforms. Wang Anshi
needed to raise money. He imposed a government
monopoly on tea and challenged wealthy families
who evaded taxes. To reduce the cost of the
standing army, he ordered every household to
supply men for a local militia. This measure was
highly unpopular and Wang Anshi was dismissed,
but the dynasty was weakened.

Then in 1125, the Jurchen, semi-nomads
from Manchuria, captured the capital Kaifeng
and the Song court fled south. The southern
Song emperors, based at Hangzhou, could never
regain control over the north. The dynasty was
culturally dynamic, developing Neo-Confucianism—
which stressed self-cultivation and conformity to
Confucian ideals—but it was enfeebled politically
and militarily.
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Mongol and Ming China

A0 CHINA X 1279-1644

In 1279, the southern Song were overrun by the
Mongol armies of Kublai Khan (see pp.142-3).
The Jin of northern China had already been
pushed aside by the Mongols in 1234, so
China became united under the Mongol rule
of the Yuan dynasty. The Mongols imported a
military elite whose cultural differences from
the native Chinese hindered integration. By the
1350s, dissatisfaction with Yuan rule led to

a series of revolts, including, from 1351, that
of the Red Turban Army. From the ranks of
this army rose Zhu Yuanzhang, who outfoxed
his rivals in a complex civil war to seize
power as the first Ming emperor, known as
Hongwu, in 1368.

China under the Ming

The Ming ruled China for some 250 years,
presiding over the growth of a vigorous urban
culture. Emperor Hongwu reformed the army
and the taxation regime, instituting a system
of secret agents to cement his rule. In 1403,
Emperor Yongle transferred the capital from
Nanjing to Beijing, and dispatched a number
of ambitious maritime expeditions, led by the
eunuch Zhen He, that reached as far as east e e =

Africa. Later emperors, however, were weaker ey ‘  e T l =
and the reforming instinct of the first rulers | = R > : ;me‘ﬂﬁ
gave way to inactivity and conservatism. By i : Lo o LR i 2 S b A
the mid-17th century, the Ming's hold on : 7,
power had become brittle.

The Pavilion of
Myriad Springs in the
Imperial Garden of the
Forbidden City, Beijing,
which was built in 1535
under the Ming dynasty.

s, THE EMPEROR YONGLE

The third emperor of the Ming dynasty, Yongle
ascended the throne after overthrowing his
older brother Jiangwen in 1403. He oversaw
an expansive phase in Ming history, sending
expeditions north to smash the remnants of
the Yuan, and in 1406 dispatched an army
south that crushed the rulers of Vietnam
and absorbed it as a Chinese province.
At his new capital of Beijing, Yongle

also constructed the vast palace
complex of the Forbidden City.
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2 The Forbidden City, situated in
Beijing, China, was constructed under
Emperor Yongle of the Ming dynasty
between 1406 and 1420. For almost

five centuries, until the fall of the Qing
dynasty in 1912, it served a dual role
as the home of the emperor and the
center of Chinese government.
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A set of Mongol
knives, part of the
arsenal of weaponry
with which Genghis
Khan's army spread
terror as it swept
aside all opposition.

The Mongols

AU CENTRAL ASIA, E EUROPE, CHINA, SE ASIA X 1206-1405

Before the early 13th century, a number of
nomadic groups to the north and west of China
periodically entered the settled regions. Some
were defeated in battle, others contained, and
others still assimilated into Chinese culture.
The Mongols were one of these groups, but
they were hopelessly disunited until the leadership
of Temiijin, who took the title Genghis Khan in
1206. Proclaiming his supreme rule, he welded
together the Mongol clans, whose domination
of the steppes and neighboring lands would
continue for more than a century.

The Mongol conquests

By 1218, Genghis had overcome the Kara Khitan
khanate of central Asia, and he then unleashed
a devastating three-year campaign against the
Khwarezmid empire that controlled much of
modern Iran and Afghanistan. It was during

this time that the Mongols earned their reputation
as merciless fighters, sacking the Silk Road cities
of Samarkand and Bukhara and slaughtering
the populations of any town that dared resist. The
Mongols, excellent horsemen who were highly

mobile and able to strike with speed,
proved formidable enemies even for well-
organized states.

Genghis died in 1227, and in 1229, Ogedei—who
had inherited the title of “Great Khan"—sent the
Mongol armies into China, pushing the Jin (see
p.139) out of the north of the country by 1234.
Ogedei then dispatched his horde westward,
overrunning almost the whole of Russia, including
Kiev, its most important city, by 1240. Still the
Mongol appetite for territorial aggrandizement
seemed unabated, and the following year their
defeat of a Polish-German army at Legnica,
Poland, struck terror in those farther west, who
thought their turn would come next. The death of
Ogedei in 1241, however, caused the Mongol army
to withdraw while the Mongols chose a successor.

Later Mongol rulers

Mongke, who was selected as Great Khan in
1251, campaigned in northern China and against
the Abbasid caliphate (see p.755) in the Middle
East, sacking Baghdad in 1258. Shortly after

his death in 1260, the Egyptian Mamluks (slave




In military
exercises [ am
always in front and
In time of battle I am
never behind.

Words attributed to Genghis Khan
by a Chinese monk, c¢.1224

soldiers) defeated a small Mongol army at

Ain Jalut, puncturing the Mongols' reputation
for invincibility. In the 1270s, Kublai Khan
concentrated his attentions on southern China
(see p.139), and the Mongols ruled China until
1368. They dominated central Asia for a century
after that, but the only real resurgence in their
power came under Tamerlane, from 1370 to
1405, who united a large part of central Asia
and very nearly destroyed the Ottoman Turkish
empire (see p.157).

The citadel of Aleppo in Syria, which was
captured by the Mongols in spring 1260, marking
the high point of their success in the Near East.
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)) GENGHIS KHAN

Born in 1162 as Temdiijin to a family of minor
chieftains, Genghis Khan spent much of his
childhood as a precarious semi-outlaw. He earned
a military reputation in minor skirmishes against
the Chinese, eventually securing a leading position
among the tribes. In 1206, he was proclaimed
Genghis Khan, or “universal ruler,” going on to
command a feared army of more than 200,000
men. He is thought to have died following a riding
accident in 1227, and was buried according to
custom in an unmarked grave in Mongolia.




144 THE MEDIEVAL WORLD 600-1450

N a

Early Japan

f0 JAPAN & 5TH CENTURY Bce TO 551 ce

The earliest recognized Japanese culture, the " these tombs, showing warriors
Jomon—who were predominantly hunters -, ! wearing elaborate armor, indicate
and fishermen—transformed under Chinese A 7 ) a powerful aristocracy.
influence into the Yayoi culture around the ‘ ! :

The Yamato
Japan’s villages
gradually coalesced

into larger communities
— 4 and, in the 4th century ce—possibly
% A under the influence of Korean refugees
3 fleeing from a Chinese invasion

in 369—a larger kingdom emerged in
southern Japan, on the Yamato plain.

From then until the 6th century ck, the

Yamato kings unified Japan.

5th century BCE. Yayoi people lived in
small farming communities
in square or circular pit
dwellings with thatched
roofs. They were expert
potters and stonemasons,
and began a long tradition
of Japanese metalworking,
especially in bronze.

From around the middle of
the 3rd century cE, the Yayoi
began to build large stone
burial chambers and huge
earthen tomb mounds (or
kofun). Paintings found within

[@ Terracotta figures or haniwa
were ritually placed around Yayoi
burial mounds.

The Asuka and Nara periods

A JAPAN X 552-794

The arrival of Buddhism in Japan in 552 ce
marks the beginning of the Asuka period. The
regent Shotoku Taishi (574-622) founded
the great monastery at Horyuji, and promoted
Chinese models in politics, art, and religion.

In 710, the Japanese capital was fixed at
Nara, and Buddhism became more dominant in
court life, especially during the reign of Shomu
(724-749), who ordered the erection of the Great
Buddha figure inaugurated at Nara’s Todaiji temple
in 752. Shomu was the first emperor to retire and
become a Buddhist monk. Buddhism became so
powerful that in 784, anti-Buddhist factions moved
the imperial court north to Nagaoka to distance
it from the old capital’'s monasteries. A decade
later, it moved again, this time to Kyoto.

&) The Gojunoto (five-storied) pagoda in the Horyuji
temple complex, founded by Shotoku in the 6th
century, is the oldest wooden pagoda in Japan.




The Heian period
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A0 JAPAN & 794-1185

In 794, the Japanese court moved to Kyoto, and
the 400 years that followed is known as the Heian
period. It was marred early on by a struggle to put
down a rebellion in northern Japan. The rebellion
was finally crushed around 801 by Tamura Maro,
who was consequently honored with the title

sei tai-shogun (“barbarian-crushing general”), the
first holder of the title in Japanese history. In 858,
Fujiwara Yoshifusa became regent for the young
emperor Seiwa, beginning a domination of the
court by the Fujiwara family that would last for
more than 300 years.

B This fine sculpture of a fierce guardian king,
created during the Fujiwara period, is typical
of the high level of craftsmanship of the time.

A painted scroll
illustrating a scene
from The Tale of Genji,
a novel of Japanese
courtly life.

Japan under the Fujiwara

The most powerful of the Fujiwara regents was
Michinaga, who held sway from 995 to 1027,
assisted by the marriage of four of his daughters
to successive emperors. The Fujiwara period saw
great cultural achievements, among them the
The Tale of Genji—written, unusually, by a female
author, the Lady Murasaki Shikibu—which
encapsulates beautifully the refined aesthetic
taste of the period.

After Michinaga, the Fujiwara’'s power declined
somewhat and an emperor named Go-Sanjo
briefly managed to dispense with a Fujiwara
regent. Under his successor, Shirakawa (ruled
1073-1087), the curious practice of “cloistered
emperors” (insei) emerged, whereby the emperor
would abdicate in favor of a child successor and
retire to a monastery but still, to some extent,
direct affairs from there. This did nothing to
temper the growing powers of warring clans,
who were rivals to the Fujiwara. The tensions
erupted into the Gempei Wars (1180-1185),

a bitter struggle for dominance between the
powerful Minamoto and Taira families.
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BJ A scene from the
Tamamo-no-mae,
written during the
Muromachi era, which
tells of a beautiful
courtesan who turns
out to be the spirit

of a malevolent fox.

The Kamakura and Muromachi shogunates

A JAPAN & 1185-1573

In the early 1180s, the Gempei Wars racked Japan
until Minamoto Yoritomo triumphed after a great
naval victory at Dan-no-Ouro in 1185. However,
peace did not come until the early 1190s, as
Yoritomo—who in 1192 became “shogun” (or
military dictator)—subdued or killed any remaining
lords who seemed to threaten his authority,
including his longtime ally Yoshitsune, the
victorious general at Dan-no-Ouro.

The samurai and shogun power
From the factionalism of the Gempei Wars
emerged the samurai, originally rough fighting
men who evolved into a striking mix of the savage
and the refined. The ideal warrior was as capable
of dashing off a poem as he was of slicing off an
enemy'’s head with his two-handed sword. He
subscribed to an austere code of honor and,
rather than face defeat, would commit ritual

suicide (seppuku) by disemboweling himself.

The emperors of the time, although occasionally
seeking to assert themselves, were largely
powerless. Instead, the shoguns, based from
1185 to 1336 at the Minamoto center of Kamakura,
acted through a council and judicial board of
enquiry that largely bypassed the imperial court
at Kyoto. For much of the 13th century, the power
of the shogunate was itself subverted by the
regent, a position that was held by ten successive
generations of the powerful Hojo clan.

)) ASHIKAGA TAKAUJI

Among the most ruthless samurai, Ashikaga
Takauji was employed by the Hojo regent to
crush the revolt of Emperor Go-Daigo in 1333,
but changed sides and restored imperial power.
After 1335, he broke also with the imperial
court and declared himself shogun.

»’




The end of Kamakura power
Attempts by the Mongols to invade in 1274
and 1281 were the only real threat to Japan
during this time. The samurai pushed back
the first attack, and a great storm, called the
kamikaze (“divine wind"), ended the second.
In 1333, Emperor Go-Daigo tried to impose
his direct rule, attracting some support
from the nobility. The Kamakura shogun
sent general Ashikaga Takauji to punish this
presumptuousness, but the general defected
and captured Kyoto in the name of the restored
emperor. Kamakura was burned and the last
Hojo regent deposed.

Go-Daigo’s rejoicing did not last long, as
his two generals Takauji and Nitta Yoshisada
quarreled. The emperor supported Yoshisada,
but Takauji won the power struggle. While
Go-Daigo established an alternative court
in the Yoshino mountains south of Kyoto, Takauji
appointed a new emperor—Komyo—and declared
himself shogun, the first of the Ashikaga period.
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The Muromachi shogunate

The Ashikaga shogunate (from 1392 referred
to as the Muromachi) ruled Japan for 240 years.
It took nearly 60 years of intermittent war
before Yoshimitsu, the third Ashikaga shogun,
suppressed Go-Daigo’s rival court at Yoshino
and restored the imperial regalia to Kyoto.
Then, for five decades, Japan experienced peace
and a cultural renaissance. However, peasant
risings followed famine and plague in the
1420s, and when Shogun Yoshimasa retired

in 1467, civil war (the Onin War) broke out
over the succession. A tense peace was
restored in 1477, but central authority was
disrupted, and real power rested with the
regional daimyo (warlords). This led to a
Japan that was unified in theory, but wholly
disunited in practice.

The curved samurai sword or katana, the
samurai’'s badge of office, was made of hard
layers of tempered steel that gave it an
extremely sharp cutting edge.
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This early Chinese
gunpowder weapon
fires a volley of arrows
from a bamboo
launching tube.
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Gunpowder weaponry

Europe adopted gunpowder in the 14th century, but it was not

a European innovation—the Chinese had used it for centuries. It
was, however, in Europe that its rapid spread and refinement led to
a revolution in military tactics, and, ultimately, to the development
of handheld weapons and field artillery of massive power with which
European armies would come to dominate the battlefield.

Early gunpowder
The earliest recipe for gunpowder was recorded
in China around 1040, and the Chinese may have
used gunpowder offensively in “fire-lances”
as early as 1182. Yet, it was not until the Ming
dynasty, in the 14th and 15th centuries, that the
Chinese began to use gunpowder weapons on
a wider scale, with innovations such as the
deployment of dragoons, or mounted gunners.
By then, the technology had been exported to
Europe. The English first used cannons at Crécy
in 1346, but these early firearms were liable to
overheat or explode. More reliable mobile artillery
came with the introduction of iron—rather than

stone—cannon balls, which meant that the
guns could be smaller, and the development

of faster-burning gunpowder around 1420. The
French defeat of the English at Castillon in 1453
was the first example of a battle won through the
use of such artillery.

Handguns

The 1450s saw the development of the first
handguns. Called arquebuses, these muzzle-
loaded weapons were fired by a matchlock
mechanism, which allowed for reloading during
combat. These firearms were able to pierce plate
armor. However, reloading was slow, and the




arquebusiers, as they were called, therefore needed
to be protected by groups of pikemen (in a formation
known as the Swiss phalanx).

Artillery

By the early 16th century, technological advances
had boosted the capabilities of artillery. Trunnions—
protrusions from the barrel of the gun—allowed

it to be raised or lowered easily, vastly improving
aim. Cities that had previously been protected

by thick walls became vulnerable, and warfare
returned to a pattern of field engagements.

The spread of firearms

During the Italian Wars (1494-1559), gunpowder
weapons came of age. At the Battle of Ravenna

in 1512, a two-hour artillery duel opened the
fighting. Arquebusiers played a vital role in the
decisive Imperial victory at the Battle of Pavia in
1525. New weapons appeared, notably the musket,
which, although heavier than the arquebus and
requiring a stand to allow the musketeer to fire it,
had greater force and range. Although firearms
were most advanced in Europe at this time, Asian
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The French
army bombards
a city’'s walls
using new cannon
weaponry during
the Hundred Years'
War (1337-1453).

powers, such as China, had also continued
their development. The Chinese, for example,
devised a primitive form of machine gun in
the 16th century.

Firearms spread into Japan and India, too, so
that by the end of the 16th century, wherever there
was conflict, it was almost bound to involve the
use of gunpowder weaponry. Those cultures
without firearms, such as the Aztecs and Incas
in the Americas, and most sub-Saharan African
peoples, became relatively easy prey once the
gun-wielding Europeans arrived.

Matchlock muskets were a huge technological
advance, and were effective at ranges of up to
330 ft (100 m). Their simple design meant that
they were used in Europe up until the 18th century.
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The Bulguksa
temple in South Korea.
King Beophung founded
the first temple on this
site around 528.

Medieval Korea

f0 KOREA & 108 Bce-1910 ce

The Korean peninsula was subject to Chinese
influence from very early times. In 108 BCE, it
was conquered by Han armies (see p.127), who
established a series of commanderies there. With
the decline of the Han from the 1st century BCE,
three rival kingdoms vied for control of Korea:
Silla in the southeast, Baekje in the southwest,
and Koguryo in the north. A small group of
city-states known as Kaya also flourished in the
southeast from around 40 to 532 CE, escaping
the grasp of their larger neighbors.

The unification of Korea

The protracted struggle for supremacy between
Silla, Baekje, and Koguryo lasted until 668

and is known as the Three Kingdoms period.
Silla, founded in 57 BCE, emerged as the most
powerful of the three. Under King Beophung
(ruled 514-540 ce), who adopted Buddhism,

WANG GEON

The founder of the Goryeo dynasty, Wang
Geon (ruled 918-943) had been a general
to the anti-Silla rebel Gung Ye, who created
the state of Taebong with Wang Geon as
prime minister. When Gung Ye's rule grew
tyrannical, Wang Geon deposed him.

the Silla encroached on Baekje's territory.
Baekje had been a conduit for Buddhism into
Korea in the 4th century, thanks to close ties
to Japan and China. After the kingdom's eventual
fall to Silla in 660, many Baekje nobles fled to
Japan, becoming ancestors of several daimyo
(warlord) clans.

Koguryo suffered frequent Chinese intervention,
with its capital at Wandu destroyed several times.
Yet the kingdom recovered, and under Gwanggaeto




Baekje is at
full moon, Silla is
at half moon.

Prophecy of the decline of
Silla and rise of Baekje, 659

(ruled 391-413) conquered most of the Korean

peninsula. However, internal strife, pressure from

Baekje and Silla, and conflict with Sui and Tang

China (see pp.136-7) in the early 7th century led to

Koguryo's decline and, in 668, it, too, fell to Silla,
completing the unification of Korea under
the Silla king Munmao.

Attempts under the unified Silla state to
impose a Chinese-style bureaucracy and
generally enhance royal authority foundered
in the face of aristocratic resistance, and in the
late 9th century, Korea broke up again. Civil war
ensued, but Korea was united once more in 935
by Wang Geon, founder of the Goryeo dynasty.
Although generally prosperous, the country
suffered civil wars in the 12th century, and
in the 14th century fell under the control
of the Mongol Yuan dynasty of China. Goryeo
finally collapsed in 1392, after a rebellion
by the general Yi Songgye.

EAST AND SOUTHEAST ASIA u 151

Choson Korea

Yi Songgye founded the Choson dynasty, which
would rule Korea into modern times, only

finally being deposed in 1910. Yi's son Sejong
implemented a series of Neo-Confucian reforms,
which aimed to harmonize all aspects of human
behavior with an underlying universal order.

To this end, Sejong instituted a civil service
examination system along Chinese lines and
created a new phonetic alphabet (called hang'ul)
for the Korean language. He also encouraged the

advancement of science, particularly in astronomy

and meteorology, and agricultural reforms to
increase the yields of the countryside.

Rivalries among scholar-officials who vied
for positions in the state bureaucracy plagued
Sejong’s successors. This sapped Korea's strength,
and the country was unprepared when Japan
invaded in the 1590s. Two invasions in six years
devastated Korea, but the Japanese were finally
repelled. Choson recovered in the 17th century,
and the reigns of Yeongjo (1724-1776) and his
successors brought peace until the end of the
19th century, when Korea was drawn into
rivalry between Japan, Russia, and China
(see pp.274-7), finally becoming a Japanese
protectorate. The Choson were eventually
removed from the throne in 1910.

Fierce guardian
spirits of the north
and the south protect
Korea's great Buddhist
temple at Bulguksa.

This maebyong
wine vessel (from

the Chinese for “vase
for plum blossom”)

is characteristic of
Korea's Goryeo period.
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The Angkor Wat
temple was founded
by the Khmer king
Suryavarman Il
(ruled 1113-1145).

The Khmer Empire

fJ CAMBODIA X 889-1431

Around 800, King Jayavarman Il (ruled 802-850)
consolidated small central Cambodian kingdoms
to establish a state called Kambujadesa, marking
the start of the Khmer Empire. Its culture was
strongly influenced by India, and Jayavarman
ordered the construction of Indian-style Hindu
temples near Siem Reap. Under Yasovarman |,
who became king in 889, a capital was established
at Angkor, which grew to become a vast
ceremonial complex. Angkor reached its peak
under Suryavarman, who from 1011 reunified
Cambodia after a period of civil war.

Empire and decline

In 1177, the Chams (see facing page) sacked
Angkor, but four years later were in turn defeated
by Jayavarman VII, Angkor’s greatest ruler, who
then extended the empire to include parts of
modern Thailand and Vietnam. Jayavarman VI
was a Buddhist and, after his death in 1215, a
Hindu reaction set in during which all the images
of Buddha at Angkor were defaced. The empire
then went into decline and became a localized
power. It disappeared entirely after the sack of
Angkor by the Thais in 1431.

Pagan Burma

A0 BURMA & 849-1287

Burmese chronicles give 849 as the date
when King Pyinbya founded the city of Pagan,
which would become the center of Burma'’s
first powerful state. Later, under King Anawrahta
(ruled 1044-1077), Pagan emerged as a real
power, conquering the Mon city of Thaton,
a center of Indian civilization, in 1057.
Anawrahta also annexed parts of Thailand,
Arakan on the border of India, and Nan-chao
in southern China, creating an empire
that would last into the 13th century. The
density of temples in Pagan itself was such

that by the early 13th century, the empire
established a new center several miles
to the east.

Under Kyaswa (ruled 1234-1250), Pagan fell into
decline, as the king confiscated the lands of Buddhist
monasteries, an unpopular policy that undermined
royal authority. The despotic ruler Narathihapate
(ruled 1254-1287) dared invade the Mongol vassal
state of Kaungai in 1277, only for the Mongol armies
to retaliate and sack Pagan in 1287. Narathihapate
fled from Burma and in the aftermath, Pagan’s
subjects rose up and its empire collapsed.



Champa
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Dai Viet

M SVIETNAM £ 192-1471

M NVIETNAM & 938-1528

The kingdom of Champa may have had its origins
in the state of Lin Yi, founded around 192, but by
the 7th century was independent, with its own
culture. Successive capitals of Champa
were destroyed by Javan attacks, before
King Indravarman Il (854-893) founded

a new center at Indrapura (in modern
Quan-nam province). In 979, an invasion
of Dai Viet (see right) led to a long struggle
that ended only in 1471 with the Dai Viet
capture of Vijaya, the last Cham capital.

) Stylized sculptures of fearsome
guardians and mythical animals
adorned Champa temples.

Dai Viet (“Great Viet") was established in 938
as an independent state in northern Vietnam
by Ngo Quen, after a revolt against Chinese
overlordship. Under Dai Viet's Li dynasty
(1009-1225), a series of wars broke out
with Champa to the south (see left) over
disputed border provinces. From 1225,
" during the Tran dynasty, Dai Viet fought
off three Mongol invasions, and
finally, under Le Thanh-Ton
(ruled 1460-1497), succeeded
in conquering Champa. After
1528, Dai Viet broke up and
was not reunited until the
early 19th century.

Srivijaya

A JAVA & 7TH-14TH CENTURIES

From the 5th century, the island peoples of Sumatra
and Java set up prosperous trading communities
rivaling the coastal states of the Southeast Asian
mainland. By the 7th century, the Srivijaya Empire
controlled most of Sumatra and the Malay
peninsula. The earliest account comes from a
Chinese Buddhist pilgrim in 671, who remarked
that there were a thousand Buddhist monks at the
court, and Srivijaya clearly acted as a center for
the diffusion of Buddhism in the region.

Srivijaya faced many rivals, including the Sailendra
kingdom of central Java—which constructed the
vast temple at Borobodur around 800—and its
hold began to weaken in the 11th century. By 1400,
it had been replaced by newer maritime powers,
especially the Malay Majapahit Empire.

M A gallery of Buddha statues from Wat Phra
Borom in Chaiya in southern Thailand, which was
a regional capital of the Srivijaya Empire.
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The Middle East and

Alam standards,
carried in Shia
religious processions,
were intended to
represent the sword
of ‘Ali. Holy names are

carved along the blade.

North Africa

In the early 7th century, the emergence of a new religion, Islam,
changed the shape of the Middle East forever. The new faith inspired
unprecedented unity in the tribes of the Arabian peninsula, and

Arab armies carried Islam through the Middle East and North Africa.
Despite fragmentation in the Islamic world in the 8th century, Islamic
empires, such as the Seljuk and Ottoman, still rose to prominence.

The rise of Islam

AU ARABIA, THE NEAR EAST X 610-661

The prophet Muhammad was born around 570
in the prosperous central Arabian trading town
of Mecca. Around 610, he received the divine
revelation that would form the basis of the religion
of Islam, and began to gather a group of followers.

The spread of Islam
in Arabia
Although some in Mecca accepted Muhammad's
new creed, others were threatened by it and, in
622, Muhammad was forced into exile in Medina.
The citizens of Medina were longtime rivals to
Mecca and willingly accepted Muhammad and his
teachings, providing him with many converts. This
led to a bitter struggle with the Meccans, which
finally ended with the capture of Mecca in 630.
From there, Muhammad directed the conquest
of much of the rest of the Arabian peninsula before
his death in 632. Abu Bakr was appointed caliph
(or successor); under his rule (632-634) anti-
Muslim uprisings in Arabia were put down and
Arab armies began to penetrate Sassanid Persia
(see p.87) and Byzantine-held Syria (see p.178).
Under the next caliph, Umar (ruled 634-644), the
Islamic empire expanded far beyond Arabia.

Early expansion and civil unrest
The Arabs smashed the Byzantine field army

at Yarmuk in 636, leading to the capture of
Jerusalem in 637 and the occupation of Egypt

in 641. The Sassanid Persian empire also fell to

the caliphate after the defeat of the Persian shah
(king), Yazdegird Ill, in 642. Increasing disputes
over the succession, especially after the murder of
the third caliph, Uthman, in 656, finally led to a civil
war and the assassination of ‘Ali, the fourth caliph
and Muhammad's cousin, in 661.
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The Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates

AU MIDDLE EAST & 661-1258

After the assassination of the fourth Muslim
caliph 'Ali, Mu'awiyah—the governor of Syria and
a distant relative of Muhammad—seized power,
installing himself in a new capital at Damascus.
Mu’'awiyah founded the Umayyad dynasty, which
borrowed heavily from Byzantine and Persian
institutions to build a strong central authority
for the Islamic state. The Umayyads extended
their rule in North Africa, capturing the Byzantine
stronghold of Carthage (in Tunisia) in 698, and
swept into Spainin 711.

From Damascus to Baghdad
Despite these Ummayad successes, in 750

a number of anti-Umayyad factions joined in a
successful revolt against them led by ‘Abbas,
who claimed the caliphate and moved the seat
of government to Baghdad. His descendants,
the Abbasids, would be caliphs until 1258. Initially
'Abbas presided over a golden age, in which art,
science, architecture, and Islamic jurisprudence

flourished. In 756, however, Spain broke away
under a line of the Umayyad family, and North
Africa followed with the foundation of a rival
Fatimid caliphate in Egypt in 969. By the

11th century, the Abbasid caliphs controlled
little beyond the suburbs of Baghdad and were
firmly under the thumb of the Seljuk Turkish
emirs (see p.156). In 1258, even this pitiful
flame of independence was snuffed out when
the Mongol Hulegu sacked Baghdad (see p.142)
and had Al-Musta'sim, the last caliph, trampled
to death by horses.

)) HAROUN AL-RASHID

The greatest of the Abbasid caliphs, Haroun
(786-809) turned Baghdad into the most
prosperous city of its day. He defeated the
Byzantines in 806, and was a fine diplomat,
exchanging ambassadors with the Frankish
ruler Charlemagne.

A mosaic from the
Umayyad mosque in
Damascus, a beautiful
Islamic-Byzantine
building constructed
under the caliph
al-Walid between

706 and 715.




156 | THE MEDIEVAL WORLD 600-1450

The Seljuk Turks

M TURKEY, SYRIA X 1038-1306

Throughout the 9th century, groups of Turkish-
speaking nomads migrated westward from
central Asia. In the 10th century, they reached
Persia, where many of them took service in
Muslim armies and converted to Islam.

The first Seljuks

One group, the Seljuks, led by Tugrul Beg, initially
served the Kara-Khanid emirs of Bukhara in
Persia, but became so powerful that in 1038,
Tugrul declared himself sultan in the city of
Nishapur in northeastern Iran. From here, his
armies moved westward. In 1055, Tugrul became
involved in a power struggle between the Abbasid
(see p.155) caliph Al Qa’im and his Egyptian
Fatimid rival, who had taken Baghdad.

Tugrul took Baghdad for the Abbasid caliphs
in 1060, but then reduced them to little more
than figureheads. Tugrul's successor, Alp Arslan,
conquered Georgia and Armenia in 1064, and in
1071 defeated the Byzantine emperor Romanus [V,
leading to Turkish occupation of much of central
Anatolia (in modern Turkey). The administrative
reforms of Alp Arslan’s Persian official Nizam
al-Mulk supported the sultan’s military victories
and cemented Seljuk stability.

Decline of the Seljuks
Alp Arslan’s son Malik Shah | (ruled 1072-1092)
consolidated Seljuk rule in Anatolia, but a revolt
by his cousin Suleyman in 1086 led to the rival
Seljuk Sultanate of Rum, which controlled much
of the west of Alp Arslan’s former domain.

By the 12th century, Malik Shah’s Seljuks
had disbanded; pressure from the Mongols
in the early 13th century and competition
with more vigorous Muslim emirates put the
Rum Sultanate into decline, and after 1306,
it disappeared entirely.

) ALP ARSLAN

Initially a Seljuk governer, Alp Arslan
succeeded to the sultanate in 1064. His
first invasion of the Byzantine empire in
1068 failed, but after his victory against
the Byzantines in 1071, Anatolia would
always remain largely Turkish-occupied.

The main gateway of the Ince Minare medrese
(school of theology) in Konya, Turkey, built by the
Seljuks around 1267.



Rise of the Ottomans
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A0 TURKEY & MID-13TH CENTURY-1481

In the 12th century, Turkish
Seljuks dominated Anatolia
(see facing page), but their
influence weakened in the
13th century and rival
Turkish groups vied

for power. Among

them was a small

band led by Osman,
after whom the Ottoman
empire would be named.
Osman'’s group took
advantage of a strategic
position on the eastern
approach route to Constantinople
(now Istanbul) to secure possession
of many Byzantine cities in western
Anatolia (see p.179). This provided them
with resources for further expansion.

The early sultans

Osman'’s son Orhan (ruled 1324-1362) took the
major city of Prusa (Bursa) and established

it as his capital, marking the effective
establishment of the Ottoman empire. By

the late 1330s, the Byzantines were confined

to just a few settlements close to Constantinople.

In 1352, aided by the Byzantine emperor John VI
Kantakouzenos, who was locked in civil war
with his rival John V Palaiologos, Orhan crossed

Blue tilework graces many
Ottoman-era mosques at Iznik,
an early Ottoman conquest.

into Europe to occupy Gallipoli.
From this bridgehead, the
Ottomans spread through
eastern Thrace and across
the Balkans. Murad |
(ruled 1362-1389), as well as
expanding Ottoman land in
eastern Anatolia, captured the
great city of Adrianople (Edirne)
in Thrace in 1369, which thereafter
became the Ottoman capital.

Rise and fall

The Ottomans began to exert pressure on the
other Christian regions of the Balkans, capturing
Sofia (in Bulgaria) in 1385 and destroying the
army of Prince Lazar of Serbia in 1389. It seemed
only a matter of time before Constantinople
would fall, but in 1402, the Mongol Tamerlane
smashed the Ottoman army outside Ankara
(see p.143). The Turkish emirates that the
Ottomans had conquered over the previous
century broke away, and it took 50 years under
Mehmet | (ruled 1413-1421) and Murad I
(ruled 1421-1451) to regain the Ottoman
position in Anatolia and the Balkans.

}) MEHMET Il

Known as “the Conqueror,” Mehmet Il (ruled
1451-1481) was the Ottoman sultan who, in 1453,
finally took the Byzantine capital Constantinople.
Having constructed a series of fortresses to
throttle the city’'s communication lines, he laid
siege in early spring, using cannons to pound
the city walls. In 1456, he failed to repeat

his success at Belgrade, but he successively
conquered Serbia (1458), Bosnia (1463), most
of Albania (1478), and even, in the last year of
his life, oversaw the capture of Otranto in the
heel of Italy.
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A statue from

the 11th-century
Brihadishwara temple
in the Chola capital

of Thanjavur.

India

Kingdoms and empires rose and fell in India in the Middle Ages.
Following the demise of the Guptas, in 606 Emperor Harsha
established a powerful state across much of northern India, but
after his death the empire fragmented into small kingdoms, only
really to be united under the Delhi Sultanate in the 13th century.
Southern India saw similar struggles, with rival states fighting
bitterly until the emergence of the Cholas in the 9th century.

Chola India

A SOUTH INDIA X ¢.850-1279

Between the 7th and 9th centuries, the Pallava and
the Chalukya kingdoms contested the right to rule
southern India until the rise of the Cholas, around
850. They were to sweep away the two rivals to
establish a new state that would dominate the
area until around 1200.

Rise and fall

The Chola kingdom overthrew the Pallavas around

897 under Aditya, but then suffered a century

of decline at the hands of the rival Rashtrakuta

kingdom. Then, under Rajaraja |, who came to

the throne in 985, Chola was on the rise once

more, conquering all south India and even

intervening as far north as Bengal. Rajaraja

and his son Rajendra | built magnificent temples

at Thanjavur and at Gangaikondacholapuram, a

Hindu riposte to the growing power of Islam in

northern India. Rajendra | also projected Chola

power overseas, conquering Sri Lanka and

exercising some influence, if not control, over

the Srivijaya empire of Indonesia and the state

of Kadaram (around Penang in modern Malaysia).
Back in south India, however, the Cholas fell into

difficulties. Sri Lanka was lost in 1070, and around

1118, a resurgent Chalukya kingdom took much

territory around Mysore. Beset by civil strife

and faced with the threat of the Pandyan Empire

on his borders, Rajendra lll, the last recorded

Chola ruler, struggled on until 1279, after which

his kingdom disappeared.



The Delhi Sultanate

INDIA

A NORTHINDIA & 1206-1526

In 1193, the armies of Muhammad of Ghur (from
modern Afghanistan) sacked Delhi, carving out

an empire from a number of weak and fractious
Rajput Hindu principalities. After Muhammad's
death in 1206, his most trusted general, the former
slave Qutb-ud-din Aibek (ruled 1206-1211),

gained control of his territories and

established the Delhi Sultanate.

A fragile rule

The rule of Aibek’s successors was
precarious. The nomadic tribes who

made up the nobility did not have a strong
tradition of hereditary kingship, and during
the rule of the Slave Dynasty (1206-1290),
at least five of the 11 sultans were
assassinated. Then, between 1299 and
1307, Sultan Alauddin Khilji launched

a series of successful military strikes
against the rich kingdoms south of Delhi.
By 1321, much of the south was under

the control of governors appointed by

) MAHMUD OF GHAZNI

In 997, Mahmud of Ghazni succeeded his father
as the ruler of a minor state around Ghazni, in
modern Afghanistan. From here, he created

a vast empire encompassing large parts of
Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, and northwest
India before dying in 1030.

the sultan, and Sultan Muhammad ibn Tughlug
even moved the capital and its whole population
700 miles (1,100 km) south to Devagiri. Although
Delhi was reinstated two years later, so many
of its people had died in the two moves that
travelers reported it to be a “ghost town.”
The sultanate’s strength was now waning,
and the establishment of the Hindu
Vijayanagar empire in central India in the
1330s ended its rule there. The Delhi sultans,
declining in policial force, limped on until
1526, when they were finally supplanted
in Delhi by the Mughals.

When I entered Delhi it was
almost a desert. .. Its buildings were
very few and in other respects it was

quite empty.

Arab traveler Ibn Battutah, visiting Delhi in 1334
after Sultan Muhammad deported its population
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The Qutb Minar
mosque in Delhi
has a minaret that
is 240 ft (73 m) tall.
It celebrates Sultan
Aibek’s victories.
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Sub-Saharan Africa

Buoyed by trading links with Asia and Islamic North Africa, from
the 8th century, a number of prosperous empires and commercial
centers formed in Africa to the south of the Sahara Desert, including
the Mali and Songhay empires in West Africa and Great Zimbabwe
in south-central Africa. The spread of Islam across north and east
Africa helped create routes through the desert that became the

first trading networks to encompass the sub-Saharan regions.

The Mali Empire

AU WEST AFRICA & c.800-1545

In West Africa, between the 8th and 11th centuries,
the Ghana Empire grew powerful on the trans-
Saharan gold trade. Yet by the 12th century, it was

in decline, and was supplanted by the Mali
Empire, founded in 1235 by Sundiata Keita.
Like Ghana, the Mali Empire was based in the
Sahel, the savanna region along the Sahara’s
southern border. From here, it, too, exploited
the Saharan trade routes, exchanging desert-
mined salt for gold.

Wealth and collapse

Mali reached its peak in the 14th century

under Sundiata Keita's grand-nephew Mansa
Musa (ruled 1312-1337). He is most noted for
his spectacular “Pilgrimage of Gold” to Mecca in
1324-1325, when he spent or gave away so much
gold that the inflation it caused damaged the
economy of North Africa for a decade. Mansa
Musa extended Mali's territory and built up

the city of Timbuktu into a wealthy commercial
hub and a center for scholarship.

In the early 15th century, Mali's subject states,
notably Songhay, based at Gao some 250 miles
(400 km) downriver from Timbuktu, broke away.
Having lost control of the crucial trade routes after
a disastrous defeat by Songhay in 1545, Mali's
Empire collapsed.

The walls of the Great Mosque at Djenné,
a trading city conquered by Sonni Alj, first
great king of the Songhay Empire which
rose to overcome Mali.



Ife and Benin
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A NIGERIA X ¢.700-1500

The Ife kingdom developed among the
Yoruba people of southwestern Nigeria
around 700. At its height, between 900
and 1200, this kingdom had grown to
dominate a large area of western Africa.
The capital, Ife, was the center of this
sophisticated empire, most notable for
its production of high-quality bronze
heads. However, in around 1400, the
Ife were supplanted by the Empire

of Benin, which grew up to their west.

) A bronze Ife head, cast in a beautiful
naturalistic style that has made the culture’s
artistic production justly famous.

Under Ewuare—the first great oba (ruler)
of Benin, from 1440—the capital was

(80,000 sq km). Like their Ife
predecessors, the people of

and bronze heads, and they
grew rich from a monopoly
on contacts with European
newcomers—initially the
Portuguese—in the later 15th

fortified with a great moat and armies
sent out that ultimately dominated
an area of some 31,000 sq miles

Benin produced superb terracotta

century, profiting from trade in ivory,
palm oil, gold, pepper, and slaves.

Great Zimbabwe

AJ SOUTHERN AFRICA & 11TH-15TH CENTURIES

One of the greatest urban centers of sub-Saharan
Africa grew up from the 11th century at

Great Zimbabwe (from which the modern state

of Zimbabwe takes its name). The huge settlement
sprawls over 3 sq miles (7 sq km), with a number
of stone enclosures containing some 300
structures. Great Zimbabwe was in a strategic
position to control trade—including in gold—from

the interior to the east coast of Africa. It was
also home to a thriving agricultural economy.
With a population of around 15,000 people,
Great Zimbabwe served as the center of the
Mwenemutapa Empire. However, possibly as
a result of overcultivation of the surrounding
land, in the mid-15th century, Great Zimbabwe
was abandoned.

& The 13th-century
Great Enclosure is the
most impressive of
the stone structures
at Great Zimbabwe.

Its 82 ft (25 m) walls
may have enclosed

a royal palace.
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Europe

Around the early 5th century ce, Germanic barbarian tribes settled
on the former territory of the Roman Empire. But by around 600, the
chaos had resolved itself, and what had once been the Roman Empire
was now a series of successor states. A Christian culture emerged

in Europe, in part based on a form of social and political structures
known as feudalism, which would persist through wars and crises
into the mid-15th century.

Ostrogoths and Lombards in Italy

M ITALY & 493-774

Between 488 and 493 cg, Theodoric |, ruler of
the barbarian Ostrogoths (see p.115), conquered
Italy. His kingdom drew deeply on Roman forms
of administration, yet opposition to his rule drove
him to execute Boethius, a leader of the old Roman
Senate, in 525 CE.

After Theodoric's death in 526 CE, his daughter
Amalasuintha acted as regent for his young
grandson and designated heir, Athalaric. Dissent
among the Ostrogoth nobles led to the whole
state unraveling. Amalasuintha appealed to
the Byzantine emperor Justinian (see p.178)
for help, and after her murder (possibly on the
orders of her cousin) in 535 cE, Justinian took
the opportunity to intervene, setting off the
Gothic Wars. By 554 cE, after hard and bitter
campaigning, Justinian’s forces emerged the
masters of a devastated Italy.

Lombard Italy

In 568 CcE, the barbarian Lombards invaded
Italy from the northeast under Alboin (ruled
¢.565-572 cE). In 572 cE, they reached Pavia
and carved out a kingdom in northern Italy.
This soon split into 35 dukedoms, but was
reunited under Authari (ruled 584-590 cE)
and, from 589 ck, held off Byzantine advances.
Under Agilulf (ruled 590-616 cg), the Lombards
became Catholic, controlling northern Italy until

, An Ostrogothic brooch from around
the Frankish Charlemagne (see p.165) deposed 500 cE, sho\?\,ing a vibrancy far removed

their last king, Desiderius, in 774. from Roman art forms.



Visigoths in Spain
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EUROPE

I SPAIN X 469-711

The Visigoths, who settled in southwestern Gaul in
418 cE as allies of the Romans, began from 469 ce
to conquer territory in Spain. In 507 cg, when the
Franks defeated them in a great battle at Vouillé,
near Poitiers, the Visigoths fell back on these
Spanish territories.

The Visigothic kingdom

Under Agila (ruled 549-554 cg), the Visigoths
lost territory in southeast Spain to a resurgent
Byzantine Empire. From its capital at Toledo,
however, the Visigothic state recovered, reaching
its apogee under Leovigild (ruled 568-586 CE),

a great organizer and legislator. Leogivild was
succeeded by his son Reccared, who in 589 cE
converted to Catholicism, abandoning the
kingdom'’s previous Arian form of Christianity.
The Visigothic kingdom finally came to an end
when, weakened by a civil war after the accession
of Roderick in 711, it easily fell to invading Muslim
armies (see p.154).

&3 The church of San Pedro de la Nave at Zamora,
built under the Visigothic king Egica (ruled 687-701)
toward the end of Visigothic rule in Spain.

Anglo-Saxon England

A0 ENGLAND & 411-1066

Britain was under Roman administration until
411 cg, and in the little-understood period that
followed, Germanic invaders—Jutes, Angles,
and Saxons—began to settle on the island,
displacing the native Romano-Celtic population.
By the 7th century, these had coalesced into

a number of small states, conventionally
known as the “Heptarchy.”

Expansion of Wessex

Principal among these states were Wessex
in the southwest, Mercia in the Midlands,

and Northumbria in the north. In the long
struggle between them, it was Wessex that
would emerge victorious. Danish invasions in
the 9th century sapped the remaining power
of Northumbria and Mercia, whose last great

king, Offa, died in 796. Alfred the Great fended
off the Danish conquest of Wessex with several
victories in the 870s, but it was not until the
time of Edward the Elder (ruled 899-924)
that England was united under a single
Anglo-Saxon monarchy.

)) ALFRED THE GREAT

As well as saving Wessex from
Danish invasion in 878, Alfred
(ruled 871-899) restored
Wessex's defenses by building
a series of burhs (fortified
towns), revising the legal
system, and overseeing the
first major translations of
books into Anglo-Saxon.
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Merovingian and Carolingian France

A FRANCE X 511-987

After the fall of the Roman Empire, Europe
fragmented into many states, the most successful
of which was the Kingdom of the Franks. A
confederacy of tribes originating from the area
around modern Belgium and Holland, the Franks,
under their leader Clovis (ruled c.481-511),

conquered most of the old Roman province of Gaul.

The Merovingians

Clovis overcame the Roman general Syagrius
(who controlled large parts of northern Gaul)
in 486, saw off rival Frankish kings, crucially
converted to Catholicism in 496, and expelled

™ The Baptistery of Saint-Jean,
Poitiers, constructed around
360 and restored by the
Merovingians in the
early 6th century.

the Visigoths from Gaul in 507. On his death, the
kingdom was divided between his four sons,
establishing the Merovingian dynasty. This
dynasty continued to expand, taking the rest
of Gaul (except Brittany and Septimania) by
536 and dominating northern Italy in the

540s and 550s.

However, in the 7th century, after Dagobert |
(622-639), the power of the Frankish kings
declined. Several died young and rival aristocratic
factions started to vie for power. In the early




EUROPE | 165

A chief in whose shadow the
Christian people repose in peace
and who strikes terror into the
pagan nations.

Alcuin of York, in a letter describing Charlemagne c¢.796

8th century, one of these factions, the Carolingians,  helped to undermine the Carolingians’ authority.

emerged as dominant. Beginning with Pepin Il Hugh Capet, a Frankish aristocrat, deposed
(d.713), they developed their office as “mayor of the last Carolingian king, Louis V, in 987,
the palace” to become the real power in the land. to form a new dynasty, the Capetians.
The Carolingians )) CHARLEMAGNE
In 754, Pepin Il (ruled 747-768) obtained papal nitiatly roling with his brother Carl aa S—
- nitially ruling with his brother Carloman 2l An ornate water jug
approval to depo;e the_ last Merovingian ru_ler_ (d.771), Charlemagne (ruled 768-814) faced gifted to Charlemagne
and become the first king of the new Carolingian few internal challenges to his authority, by Haroun al-Rashid,
dynasty. Under his son, Charlemagne, the Frankish enabling him to embark on a bold program of Caliph of Baghdad, in
kingdom reached the height of its power, initiating CAPEITEO &R S D el HEE: [ a gesture of diplomatic
. . o built up a sumptuous new capital at Aachen, friendship.
a series of aggressive overtures against its Germany, and his court was Europe’s most
neighbors. Charlemagne’s military campaigns important center of learning in the 9th century.
resulted in conquests in Saxony, the annexation Charlctalznagne modeled 3§Pe‘;‘t.5 of Tfls rule
. . upon the komans, crowning nimsetr emperor
of the.Lombard kl.ngdom of ltaly in 774, and and appearing on coins wearing the military
victories as far afield as the lands of the Avar cloak and laurel crown of a Roman ruler.

Empire in Pannonia, on the Danube (modern
Hungary), in the 790s.

Charlemagne presided over a glittering age
of cultural achievements, which earned it the
label “the Carolingian Renaissance.” In order
to reform the Frankish church, he ordered the
importation of works of liturgy and church law
from ltaly. The kingdom’s administration and
legal system was thoroughly overhauled. These
changes were overseen by the missi dominici—
the personal envoys of the king.

Carolingian decline

Charlemagne had himself crowned “Emperor
of the Romans” in 800, but his successors
struggled to equal his prowess. When
Charlemagne’s son, Louis the Pious, died in
840, the empire was divided between his three
sons. Their quarrels, and the further subdivision
of the empire among their heirs, sapped the
dynasty’'s strength. The growing threats of
Viking raiders (see p.168) from the north and

of Magyar incursions from the east further
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Feudalism

The term feudalism describes the system of relationships between
kings and nobles in northern and western Europe during much of the
medieval period, and by extension to the wider society and economy
in which these elites operated. At the heart of the feudal system lay
the obligation that noblemen (and, in turn, their retainers) would
provide military service in return for the holding of land.

Feudal Europe
The feudal system, although extremely
complex, was never arranged into written
law. Much of what is known about feudalism
therefore comes with the benefit of historical
hindsight. Feudalism contained elements of
Germanic custom, mixed with the late-Roman
practice of gifting land to barbarian groups
in return for military service.

It evolved during Carolingian times into
the practice of a ruler assigning a parcel of
land (known as a “fief”) to a nobleman. In
return for the land, the nobleman (who was
known as a “vassal”) swore his loyalty to
the king—or another lord—and promised to
perform various duties, particularly military

B W
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B A 14th-century French view of the investiture of a
knight. The new knight kneels before his lord, pledging
loyalty in exchange for privileges.




service, for a set number of days each year.
Many nobles further apportioned parts of their
fiefs to subtenants, who in turn performed
military duties and swore allegiance. It was not
unusual for vassals to have allegiances to more
than one lord. A hierarchy of obligations thus
developed, helping to link together a country’s
web of lordships, but doing little to bolster the
central authority of the king.

Knights and castles

The backbone of medieval European armies
were the knights, heavy cavalry who by the

11th century represented an elite caste of
warriors that fought on behalf of their feudal
lord. Their status was confirmed through symbols
and ceremonies, such as the “accolade’—the
king touching his vassal on the shoulders with

a sword to confer knighthood.

The faithful
vassal should. ..

counsel and aid
his lord.

Fulbert of Chartres in a letter to
Duke William of Aquitaine, 1020

EUROPE 167

[@ chain mail
armor of the high
feudal period gave
4 way to full plate
~armor, such
as this, by the
. 15th century.

A castle was a fortified base from
which a feudal lord could dominate
the countryside—as well as being
his dwelling place and the seat

of the local court of justice.
Once ensconced inside, an
uncooperative nobleman
was extremely difficult

for anyone, including

the king, to dislodge.

Changes in
feudalism

Toward the 14th century,

a new variant, known as
“bastard feudalism,” arose
in which vassals substituted
their military obligations for
monetary payments. This was a sign
of a changing society. As feudal ties
weakened and monarchs tried to assert
direct control over their realms, the age
of feudalism was coming to a close,
finally ending in the 16th century.

£ The Rock of Cashel in County
Tipperary, Ireland, is topped by
a great castle, evidence of its
feudal lord’s power over the
surrounding countryside.
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The Vikings

AU SCANDINAVIA, NW EUROPE, NEWFOUNDLAND ® 793-1069

In the late 8th century, possibly propelled by
overpopulation in their Scandinavian homelands,
a wave of shipborne raiders, the Vikings, began a
reign of terror over northwestern Europe.

Taking advantage of divisions in the Carolingian
empire (see pp.164-5), Anglo-Saxon England,
and Ireland, the Vikings first attacked soft targets,
such as the island monastery of Lindisfarne in
northeast England, in 793. But these fiercely
effective warriors were capable of great mobility,
even sailing up rivers, and moved on to dominate
the territories they had previously pillaged.

In England in the late 9th century, they
colonized a large part of the Midlands and
north, which became known as the Danelaw.
They explored new lands in the Atlantic, too,
settling Iceland from 870, Greenland in the
late 10th century, and even North America
in about 1000.

This replica Viking ship is modeled on a ship
that was excavated in Oseberg, Norway. Dating
from 815-820, it was built for ceremonial rather
than practical purposes.

Kievan Rus

A0 UKRAINE, RUSSIA & C.800-1043

From the early 9th century, Viking Scandinavians, and Dniepr rivers. Then, around 850, trade
mainly Swedes, began to settle in trading towns turned to conquest, and tradition relates that
in the north of modern Russia and Ukraine, in 862, the people of Novgorod invited a Viking

principally at Staraya Ladoga on the Volkhov River. group (the Rus) led by Riurik to defend them.
In 879, Riurik’s son Oleg traveled south to

The conquest of Kiev seize Kiev and established a Viking dynasty

At first, the Vikings sought to control trade there, which would give rise to many medieval
rather than plunder or conquer, establishing Russian principalities. Kievan Rus became

a trading network that extended as far as the Christian around 988, when its ruler Vladimir
Islamic world. In the mid-9th century, however, was baptized and, although it raided

these merchants seem to have expanded their Constantinople in 1043, it became merely

lands, setting up bases farther down the Volga another eastern European principality.



The Normans

EUROPE

A NORMANDY, ENGLAND, S ITALY X 911-1087

Viking raids affected Carolingian France

(see pp.164-5) badly, and in 911, the Carolingians
gave the leader of one band, Rollo, extensive
territories in modern Normandy as a “pay-off”

in exchange for defending it from other marauders.

The Norman conquests

Rollo’s descendants, the Dukes of Normandy,
rapidly absorbed French culture to create a
hybrid Norman state. In 1066, Duke William
the Bastard (later called “the Conqueror”)
took advantage of a disputed succession in
England to launch an audacious invasion and
seize the English throne himself. The newly
Norman kingdom of England imported French
cultural and administrative practices and
established the strongest centralized
monarchy in Europe.

They are a race inured to war, and
can hardly live without it.

William of Malmesbury, from Deeds of the Kings of the
English, describing the Normans, 12th century

)) WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR

With a distant claim to the
English throne through a
great-aunt, in 1066, William
invaded to usurp Harold
Godwinsson as king of
England, defeating him

at Hastings in October of
that year. William ruled
England until 1087.

England was not the only place the Normans
sought to satisfy their desire for expansion. From
the 1040s, under Robert Guiscard, they conquered
southern Italy and Sicily, founding a kingdom that
lasted until the German emperor Henry VI
suppressed itin 1194,
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This scene from

(<3

the Bayeux tapestry,
commissioned to
celebrate the Norman
victory at Hastings,
shows the Norman
army gaining the
upper hand.




The Benedictine
monastery of Mont

St. Michel lies off the
Norman coast of France
and was occupied by
monks from 966 until
the late 18th century.

Monasticism

AJ EGYPT, EUROPE & c.350-1229

From the time of the early Christian church, men
and women had chosen to devote themselves

to a life of spiritual dedication as monks or nuns.
Gradually communities arose with fixed codes
of conduct, such as the “Rule” of St. Benedict of
Nursia (c.480-547) in Italy.

The new monastic orders

Early monasticism became especially strong in
the Celtic lands and above all in the Carolingian
empire (see pp.164-5) of France, with wealthy
monasteries such as that of Cluny (belonging to
the Benedictine order) the frequent target of Viking
raiders. Disenchantment with the materialistic
approach these abbeys took, and a general
desire for a more spiritual observance, led to
the founding of new religious orders from the
11th century, beginning with the Carthusians,
founded by Bruno of Cologne around 1082.

The Cistercians followed in 1098, insisting

on a rigorous life of manual work and prayer.
Yet by the 13th century, the reformist zeal of
even these communities had ebbed, and further
new monastic orders sprang up, most notably
the Franciscan and Dominican friars.

They were known as mendicants, from the
Latin word for “beggars,” for they renounced
personal property and were not attached to
richly endowed abbeys. To support themselves
they depended on charity, bringing them closely
in touch with ordinary people. In particular, the
Franciscan friars, founded by St. Francis of Assisi
in 1210, sought a return to the simplicity and
poverty of the early church, while the Dominicans
became committed to education and the fight
against heresy. The popularity of the new orders
was also at the root of their undoing, for they,
too, received bequests, grew wealthy, and
became complex organizations far removed
from the ideals of their founders.

Where there is charity and wisdom,
there is neither fear nor ignorance.

St. Francis of Assisi, Admonitions, ¢.1220
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Popes and emperors
f0 FRANCE, GERMANY, ITALY & 1049-1122

The collapse of the Roman Empire in the west

in the 5th century did not spell the end for }} POPE GREGORY VI

Christianity, as the Franks in Gaul soon became Known as Hildebrand, Gregory served as papal
Catholics, with the Visigoths (see p.763) following legate to France and Germany before becoming
in the late 6th century. Under the Frankish emperor pope. His papacy (1074-1085) was consumed by

the struggle with the German emperor Henry IV

Char.lemag.ne, church and state enjoyed a close over investiture (see right). In the end Henry won
relationship, and Charlemagne often used the out, occupying Rome in 1084 and exiling Gregory
church’s spiritual authority to enhance his own. to southern ltaly.

Papal reforms and the
investiture controversy

In the 11th century, relations between the secular
rulers and the church broke down. Pope Leo IX
(ruled 1049-1054) tried to limit practices such
as clerical marriage and simony (the purchase of
positions in the church hierarchy).

His protégé Pope Gregory VIl sought to expand
the influence of the church, even if this meant
clashing with the authority of kings and princes.
In 1075, a dispute broke out over investiture
(the right to appoint bishops), which the Pope
declared his own, but to which the emperor had
historically laid claim. The German emperor

Henry IV persuaded his bishops to declare Gregory
deposed, and the Pope excommunicated the
emperor in response. His authority undermined,
and faced by a rebellion of German princes, Henry
was forced into a humiliating climb-down, and

at Canossa in ltaly in 1077 had to do four days of
public penance, after which he received absolution.

Continued conflict
The conflict was only finally settled by the
‘ Concordat of Worms in 1122. Disputes
over the borderline between papal
and secular authority never really
dissipated, and fed into the
discontents that would fuel
the Reformation (see p.218).

On the imperial crown of Otto |
(Holy Roman Emperor 962-976) the
biblical Solomon symbolizes

the wisdom of kings, illustrating
how secular rulers used Christian
imagery to bolster their authority.
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The crusaders’ sea
voyage to the Holy
Land was fraught with
danger, but avoided a
trek across Anatolia,
with its threat of
Turkish attack.

The Crusades

AJ LEBANON, SYRIA, PALESTINE, ISRAEL & 1095-1291

The capture of Jerusalem by Muslim armies in
637 had long rankled in Europe, seeming to cut
off Christianity from its wellsprings in the Holy
Land. Nevertheless, for a long time Christian
pilgrims were in fact able to make the journey

to Jerusalem, but in the 11th century the expansion
of the Seljuk Turkish Sultanate (see p.156)
threatened to prevent access to non-Muslim
travelers. In 1095, Byzantine emperor Alexius |
sent envoys to the West to plead for assistance.
They found a willing listener in Pope Urban Il.
That November, in a field outside the cathedral at
Claremont in France, the Pope called for a military
expedition to liberate the Holy City of Jerusalem

TS )

from Muslim rule. The crowd erupted with cries of
“It is the will of God,” and thousands of crusaders,
as these soldiers became known, “took the cross”
to join the military pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

The First Crusades

The first of the armies to cross the Balkans into
Anatolia was a rag-tag assortment of peasants,
some knights, and religious zealots, all under the
doubtful leadership of a charismatic preacher,
Peter the Hermit. They were soon cut to pieces

by the Turks. The force that followed them was far
more professional: a largely Frankish army with a
strong aristocratic component. Motivated by a mix

D@ @




It is the wrill of God.

Response of the crowd to Pope Urban II's preaching of
the First Crusade, at Claremont, November 1095

of religious idealism, eagerness to acquire new
lands, and the simple attraction of a sanctioned
fight, the crusaders skirted Constantinople, then
beat the Seljuk Sultan Kilij Arslan at Dorylaesum
in July, forcing the Turks to stand aside and let
them march into the Holy Land. After besieging
it for eight months, they took Antioch in June
1098 and then marched on the ultimate prize of
Jerusalem. After another prolonged siege, the
city fell amid horrific bloodshed, as the crusaders
slaughtered Muslims and Jews alike.

Changing fortunes
The crusaders established a series of small states
along the coastline of Palestine and inland in Syria,
chief among them the Kingdom of Jerusalem. They
formed military orders of knights—the Templars
and Hospitallers—who were sworn to monastic-
type vows, but defended the Holy Land with
swords, not prayers.

However, the Muslim forces regrouped, and
they began to eat away at the crusader states,
taking Edessa in 1144. A Second Crusade was
launched in 1145, but it met with limited success.
In the 1180s, most of Syria and Palestine united
under the Muslim Sultan Saladin, who smashed
the crusader armies at Hattin in 1187, and a

The fort of Qalat
al-Gundi was built by
Saladin, renowned for
being a devout Muslim,
to guard pilgrimage
routes to Mecca from
the crusaders.

few months later seized Jerusalem itself. The

Third Crusade, led by the German emperor
Frederick Barbarossa and the English and
French kings Richard the Lionheart and Philip
Augustus, checked Saladin’s progress but did
not regain Jerusalem.

Thereafter the crusading movement declined:
the Fourth Crusade in 1204 was unable to even
reach the Holy Land, the participants content to
sack the fellow-Christian city of Constantinople
and dismember the Byzantine Empire; while later
the Fifth (1217-1221) and subsequent crusades
were sidetracked in Egypt. One by one the
crusaders’ fortresses fell, until in 1291 the Mamluk
Sultan al-Ashraf Kalil stormed Acre, their last
stronghold. Although the crusaders launched more
expeditions, they were hopelessly unsuccessful,
and the age of the crusades was over.

)) SALADIN

Founder of the Ayyubid dynasty and unifier of
the Muslim states in the Middle East, Saladin
ruled as sultan of Egypt from 1138 to 1193.
Despite his victory against the crusaders

at Hattin, they considered him an honorable
and chivalrous leader.

B This sumptuous
cross is a sign both of
the crusaders’ wealth
and the lavishness with
which they adorned
religious symbols.



The German Emperor Frederick Barbarossa
is shown here defeating the Seljuk Turks at
the Battle of Iconium, in May 1190 during the
Third Crusade. Shortly afterward, Barbarossa
drowned while crossing a river, undermining
the Crusade’s leadership.
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The Black Death

AU EUROPE, THE MIDDLE EAST & 1346-1351

Although Europe had experienced many serious
outbreaks of disease (the first recorded being
the great pestilence that struck Athens in
430-429 BCE), the most devastating of all
struck in the mid-14th century, killing between
one-third and half the continent’s population.

The plague strikes

Known as the Black Death, the plague may have
spread to Europe from central Asia. Theories
abound on what caused the disease, although
it is widely supposed to have been Yersinia
pestis, a bacterium carried by fleas on rodents.
The bacterial infection is transferred to humans
when the fleas feed on human blood.

So many died
that all believed it
was the end of
the world.

Italian chronicler Agnolo di Tura
on the Black Death in Siena, ¢.1350

The infection has three variants: bubonic plague,
which is characterized by buboes, or swellings, of
the neck, groin, and armpits; pneumonic plague,
which infects the lungs; and septicemic

plague, or blood poisoning.

The plague was transmitted via Constantinople
in 1347 and reached most parts of Europe during
1348 and 1349. It caused widespread terror and
panic, and most attempts to fight its spread were
useless. Macabre outbreaks of religious fervor
accompanied the progress of the disease, and
the Danse Macabre, or “dance of death,” became
a common artistic motif of the afflicted times.

By 1350, the Black Death had largely run
its course, but with somewhere between 25 and
50 million Europeans dead, a sudden shortage
of labor may have contributed to profound social
changes. The peasantry found their diminished
numbers led to a greater demand for their
services, which meant that their living conditions
and legal rights greatly improved.

& Physicians used leeches to try to cure patients.
As the leech drew blood, so “noxious vapors”
causing the disease might be removed from

his or her body.
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The Hundred Years' War

A0 FRANCE X 1337-1453

In the 12th century, the Plantagenet kings of
England acquired territories in France. This
sparked hostility between the English and French,
eventually leading to the Hundred Years’ War.

War breaks out

In 1328, Edward Ill of England sought

to assert his claim to the French throne
by right of his grandfather, Philip IV

of France. Once rebuffed, Edward
prepared for war. Open conflict

broke out in 1337, culminating in an
English invasion of northern France

in 1346. Edward was victorious at Crécy
(1346) and Poitiers (1360), leading to the
Treaty of Brétigny, by which England was
left in possession of much of northern

and western France. From 1369, under the
French king Charles V, war broke out again
when the French pushed back the English,
who responded with a series of devastating
raids (or chevauchées). However, the English
failed to recover the lost ground.

Henry V of England relaunched the war in
1415, gaining victory at Agincourt and securing
almost all France north of the Loire. Inspired
by Joan of Arc, a dejected France recovered to
take the last English outposts in Gascony in the
1450s. After a final defeat at Castillon in 1453,
the English were left with almost no territory
in France, save Calais.

@ HenryV led
England to a
decisive victory at
Agincourt, northern
France, in 1415.

T
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) JOAN OF ARC
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i

Born in 1412, Joan of
Arc claimed she had
seen visions that
inspired her to come
to the aid of France.
She reinvigorated

he French to defend
y Orléans in 1429, but
she was allowed to fall
into the hands of the
. English, who burned
her as a heretic.
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Byzantine Empire

After 395 cg, the Roman Empire was divided into two halves, and
its eastern portion, which survived the fall of Rome, is known as the
Byzantine Empire. With their capital at Constantinople, the Byzantine
emperors experienced centuries of barbarian invasions, periods

of resurgence and reconquest, and Muslim-Arab invasions that

cut away half their territory. Then, finally, 1,000 years after Rome’s
fall, they succumbed to the Ottoman Turks in 1453.

The early Byzantine Empire

AU NEAR EAST, ANATOLIA, BALKANS, N AFRICA X 395-717

In the 5th century cE, barbarian rulers invaded part
of the eastern Roman Empire, but the Byzantines
weathered the storm, maintained their position,
and, under Justinian (ruled 527-565 CE), even
managed to reconquer many of the lost provinces
in North Africa and Italy.

These were brittle victories, however, and many
of the devastated territories produced little tax
revenue, or loyalty. In 568 cE, the Byzantines lost
much of Italy to the Lombards (see p.162), and
exhausting wars with the Persian Empire, which
ended in a Byzantine victory in 628, left both

realms severely weakened. The invasions by
Muslim-Arab armies from the 620s led to the fall
of Jerusalem in 637, of Alexandria (and Egypt)

in 640, and finally of Carthage in 698, spelling the
end of Byzantine North Africa. When Arab armies
besieged Constantinople in 717, it looked as if
the empire was finished.

A mosaic depicting Justinian from
the Church of San Vitale, Ravenna, Italy.
Justinian’s legal reforms made him a
hugely respected emperor.
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Byzantine survival and fall
f0 NEAR EAST, ANATOLIA, BALKANS & 717-1453

The Byzantine emperor Leo lll (ruled 717-741)
fended off Arab invasion in 717 with the aid of
the Bulgarian khan (ruler). In the mid-8th century,
Leo Il weakened the empire by causing uproar
when he banned religious icons, claiming they
were tantamount to idol worship.

From the 9th century, under the Macedonian
dynasty, the empire began to recover. Nicephorus
Phocas (ruled 963-969) won a string of victories in
Syria, and John Tzimiskes (ruled 969-976) defeated
the Bulgar tsar Boris Il, thereby securing the
empire’s position in the Balkans, and reconquered
large parts of Syria.

The revival peaks and falters

Under Basil Il, “the Bulgar-Slayer” (ruled 963-1025),

the revival of the empire seemed to be complete. The

Bulgars were smashed at the Battle of Kleidion

(1014), and much of southern Italy was retaken.

But Basil neglected the empire’s eastern frontier

and his successors ignored the army, allowing

the Seljuk Turks (see p.156) to make incursions

into the empire, massacring the Byzantine army

at Manzikert in 1071. Much of Asia Minor was lost

by 1080, and only the energy of Alexius | Comnenus

(ruled 1081-1118) staved off disaster.
Nevertheless, Byzantium'’s fatal decline had

now set in. Newly assertive enemies such as

the Normans chipped away at Byzantine Italy

and, in the Balkans, the Slav kingdoms grew

B A view of Constantinople, from a late
15th century German history, shows the city
as imagined a short time after its fall to the

ever stronger. Against the relentless pressure Ottoman Turks in 1453.

of the Seljuk and Ottoman Turks, even the

most energetic emperors could do little more isolated, beleaguered outpost. On May 29, 1453,
than slow the pace of collapse. By the early the army of the Ottoman Sultan Mehmet Il
15th century, Byzantium controlled just a few stormed the city walls and the Byzantine
territories and Constantinople had become an Empire came to an end.

BASIL THE BULGAR-SLAYER

The greatest of the Macedonian emperors, Basil ascended the throne as an infant in 963, but did
not rule in his own right until 976. In 995, he rampaged through the Near East, sacking a string
of Arab cities and securing control of northern Syria. From 1000, he won his greatest triumphs
against the Bulgars, culminating in the victory at Kleidion in 1014, after which he is said to have
blinded all but one man in every 100 of his prisoners, sending the stumbling mass back to the
Bulgarian Tsar Samuel, who died of shock and shame.
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The Americas

During the 9th century, the lowland Maya city-states were abandoned,
leading to the end of the Classic era in Central America, but the Maya
did continue to flourish in the northern Yucatan. In Mexico, the Toltecs
built ceremonial centers and then, in the 14th century, the Aztecs
established a great empire. In the 15th century in South America,

the cultures of Tiwanaku and Wari gave rise to the greatest and

most advanced empire Peru had yet known, that of the Incas.

The Toltecs

A CENTRAL MEXICO & ¢.900-c.1180

Around the 9th century, Mexico gave birth to
new, more militarized cultures, well placed

to take advantage of the persistent warfare of
the region. Among them were the Chichimecs,
nomadic invaders from the north, and a more
advanced culture known as the Toltecs, from
whom the Aztecs claimed descent.

The Toltec capital

The Toltecs first entered Mexico in the early
10th century and, under their ruler Topiltzin
Quetzalcoatl, made a capital at Tollan (modern-
day Tula). From here, between 950 and 1150,
they held sway over a portion of the valleys of
Mexico, Puebla, and Morelos. The racks at Tula
that held the skulls of dead enemies, and the
sacrificial motifs prevalent in its reliefs, speak
of a warrior culture. Around 1180, outsiders
invaded Tollan, burning the city and ending
Toltec dominance in central Mexico.

One of the Atlantes—monumental columns
carved in the form of Toltec warriors—that
expressed the Toltecs’ militaristic ideology

in stone.
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fJ MEXICO, GUATEMALA & ¢.800-1697

Historians have proposed many explanations for
the sudden collapse of the lowland Maya city-states
during the 800s—from natural causes, such as
disease or climate change, to soil exhaustion, war,
or loss of control by the ruling classes. However,
no theory has yet been proven absolutely.

After ¢.900, all the main Maya centers were
in the northern part of the Yucatén. One, Chichen
Itza, had been founded in the second half of the
8th century by a confederation of various Maya
lowland groups and the Itza people.

Chichen Itza

The city, which experimented with new rituals
and forms of shared government, was a thriving
community in the 9th to 11th centuries, but
collapsed thereafter. The architecture of the city

The vivid murals from Bonampak (near
Yaxchilan) date from the late 8th century and
are some of the finest surviving examples of
Maya painting.

bears a striking resemblance to that of the Toltec
capital Tollan, which flourished around the same
time. It is unclear what form of contact took place
between Chichen Itza and Tollan, but there must
have been extensive cultural and trade links
across Mexico.

After Chichen Itza's collapse, Mayapan took
over as the leading Maya city, ruling a confederacy
of peoples that lasted until the arrival of the
Spanish in the 16th century. Maya resistance to
the Spanish was fierce, and independent Maya
states lasted until the conquest of the final Itza
capital of Nojpeten (Tayasal) in 1697.

B This limestone
carving from

the Mayan city of
Yaxchilan depicts

a bloodletting ritual.
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) Detail from the
Codex Cospi, an
illustrated Aztec
divinatory calendar,
made from thin strips
of plant fibers covered
with whitewash.

The Aztecs

AJ MEXICO X ¢.1168-1520

The Aztecs, or the Mexica as they called themselves,
began as an insignificant group in the Valley of
Mexico, an area racked by constant warfare in the
13th century and ruled by petty kingdoms. They
grew to be, by the 15th century, the most powerful
people in Mesoamerica.

The Aztec empire

Aztec tradition relates that their peoples migrated
from a land in the north named “Aztlan” in 1168,
and in 1375, they appointed their first tlatoani
(king), possibly from a family of Toltec origin.

He ruled from Tenochtitlan (modern Mexico City),
at the time the largest and most powerful city in
Mesoamerica. In the vast marshes that surrounded
Tenochtitlan, the Aztecs built dams to trap the
fresh water from the rivers that flowed into the
lake. They also grew crops on chinampas, artificial
islands created in the shallow lake. In <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>