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About this eBook

Due to the complex integration of images
and text, this DK eBook has been formatted
to retain the design of the print edition.
As a result, all elements are fixed in place,
but can easily be enlarged by using
the pinch-to-zoom function.

For previewing rotated pages or spreads, please
lock screen rotation in your device first.

If you are previewing this eBook on a mobile
phone, portrait mode is recommended.
If previewing on a tablet or larger display,
landscape mode will allow you to see
facing pages at the same time (two page view).
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Commissioned by Mughal emperor
Shah Jahan as a mausoleum for his wife
Mumtaz Mahal, the white marble Taj Mahal
in Agra is considered to be the pinnacle of
Indo-Islamic architecture. Begun in 1632,
the perfectly symmetrical building took
16 years to complete.




10 4 mya-10,000 BCE

4 Mya

AUSTRALOPITHECINES FLOURISH

A genus of early hominins capable of walking upright,
the Australopithecines, began to thrive on the
grasslands of Africa.

<] Replica Australopithecus africanus skull, named “Mrs Ples”

1.9 Mya

USE OF SPECIALIZED TOOLS

Homo erectus (“upright man”), a
descendant of the Australopithecines,
evolved. Recognizably different from
the earlier ape-like ancestors of
humans, Homo erectus developed
the skill of chipping stone to make
sophisticated cutting and
hunting tools, and about one
million years ago learned how
to make and use fire.

2.5 mva Homo
habilis emerges

and uses simple
M YA stone tools
®

(o}

A Stone hand-axe of the lower Palaeolithic

(o}

300 kyaHomo
sapiens, thefirst
modern humans,
appear in Africa

400 kya

NEANDERTHALS APPEAR

Neanderthals, named after the Neander Valley
in Germany where they were discovered in
1856, first began to appear in Europe and Asia.
They were well adapted to the colder climate
of the north, and flourished there until about
40 kva. Contrary to popular belief, the
Neanderthals were intelligent and inventive,
and as well as being skilled toolmakers, made
clothes and footwear, and had a culture that
included burial of the dead.

V Fossilized headless remains of a young Neanderthal man



200 kva Human 62kva The bow and
migration from arrow replaces the
Africa into Europe and spear for hunting
Asia begins smaller game

o : ~ : o

113 kYA

100,000 YEAR ICE AGE BEGINS

The climate change that had begun in about
200 «kva accelerated, marking the beginning
of the Last Glacial Period, an ice age that
lasted for over 100,000 years. As it
intensified, the expanding ice sheet

forced human populations southwards.

< The polar ice
cap in the Last
Glacial Period

(o}

18 kva The craft
of pottery
developsin China

4 mya-10,000 BCE 1

46-40 kvya
PAINTINGS APPEAR
ON CAVE WALLS

The earliest known representational
art, dating from more than 45,500
years ago, was discovered on the
walls of caves in Sulawesi, Indonesia.
Although some non-figurative cave
decoration predates this, it marks
the beginning of a period of cave
painting in various locations in
Indonesia, France, and the Iberian
peninsula. At the same time, the
first representational sculptures
appeared in Europe, carved in bone,
ivory, and stone.

<] A painting from Chauvet Cave in France

D000 Ber

14-12 Kya

FIRST HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

The Last Glacial Period was followed
by a rapid warming, bringing major
environmental changes. Large animals
adapted to the ice age, such as the
mammoth, died out, causing
a shortage of big game for
hunting. The new conditions
forced a change in human
behaviour: people largely
abandoned the nomadic
hunter-gatherer existence in
favour of a settled lifestyle in
small communities, prompting
the development of domestic
utensils such as pottery.

<l Reconstruction of Jomon pot, Japan



12 10,000 Bce-3000 BCE

c.4100-2900 BcE
CITY-STATES APPEAR
IN MESOPOTAMIA

One of the earliest civilizations, Sumer,
emerged as settlements appeared in the
region between the Tigris and Euphrates

rivers in present-day Irag. Many of these
villages developed into larger urban
centres. The most important of these was
Uruk, the first true city, which became the
political and cultural centre of the region.

At its height, the city-state of Uruk had

up to 80,000 inhabitants, about half
of whom lived in the city itself.

> White temple at Uruk, modern visualization

U000 BeE

c.5500-2800 sce Settlements
in the Indus Valley mark the
beginnings of the early
Harappan Civilization

(o} o o
c. 8000 Bce Walled ¢.5000-3520 Bce Small
settlements, such as Jericho, villages are established
arise, offering defence against during the Early Jomon
flood as well as invasion period in Japan

The first metals to be worked
were gold and copper

c. 9500 BcE

TEMPLES OF GOBEKLI TEPE

A complex of circles of stone pillars was
constructed in Anatolia, southeastern Turkey,

at the site known now as Gobekli Tepe. The
intricately carved, T-shaped pillars were set in
sockets cut into the rock floor. They were
arranged in circular layouts believed to have had
a religious or ritual purpose, making them the
earliest known religious structures in the world.

<] Circular temple at Gébekli Tepe



10,000 Bce-3000 BCE 13

3100 BCE

NARMER UNIFIES EGYPT

The two kingdoms of Upper
and Lower Egypt were
unified by Narmer (also known
as Menes), who then became
the founder of the First
Dynasty, the first pharaoh of
the Early Dynastic Period. His
momentous achievement was
commemorated in the images
and hieroglyphics inscribed on
artefacts such as the “Narmer
Palette”, an ornamental tablet for
grinding and mixing cosmetics.

> The Narmer palette

c. 4500 Bce Metal c. 3500 sce Huaricanga, c. 3500 8ce The earliest
smelting develops from the first city of the Norte earthwork complexin
the extraction of copper Chico civilization in Peru, North America is constructed
fromorein fires is founded at Watson Brake, Louisiana B C E
o ) o (o]
c.35008BcE

EARLY WHEELED TRANSPORT

As farmers in Mesopotamia domesticated larger
animals, such as cattle and donkeys, they realized their
potential as draught animals for drawing a plough or
pulling a cart. Using solid wooden wheels, the Sumerians
built four-wheeled carts for agricultural use. Chariots
for military and ceremonial purposes modelled

on these carts soon followed.

c.9500-3500 BcE
EVOLUTION OF
AGRICULTURE

[ ]
The adoption of agriculture c. 9500 scE In the c. 8500 sce Goats and sheep c. 5000-3000BcE The 3500 ece Early forms
and abandonment of the “fertile crescent” of are the first animals to be Yangshao Culture emerges of plough are invented in
nomadic lifestyle prepared Egypt and western Asia, domesticated as agriculture in China from the Yellow River | several different places;
the ground for the first people harvest and later | becomes established in the to parts of Gansu. The people | cattle and donkeys are

settled civilizations. cultivate wild grasses. Middle East. grow mainly millet. used as draught animals.
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A The god Anubis mummifies a corpse, painting at Tomb of Amennakht

D00 B

c.30008ce Construction

of Stonehenge beginson

Salisbury Plain in the west
of England

c.30008ce The Elam

civilization emerges

along the eastern side
of the Persian Gulf

€.29008BcE

CUNEIFORM WRITING SYSTEM

The Mesopotamians of Sumer devised
a method of recording transactions by
making impressions in soft clay
with a stick. These simple tally marks
developed into a sophisticated
writing system using wedge-shaped
(cuneiform) symbols to represent
words and syllables, rather than the
pictograms used in hieroglyphics.

(o] [ ]

c.26008ce The first
stepped pyramids are built
in Caral, the major city of the
Norte Chico civilization, Peru

A Clay tablet with cuneiform inscription

“Only the gods dwell forever in sunlight.
As for man, his days are numbered.”

EPIC OF GILGAMESH, MESOPOTAMIAN POEM, c.2100 scE

€.2686-2181sce
MUMMIFICATION
DEVELOPED

In the Egyptian Old Kingdom
(c.2686-21818cE), the
bodies of the pharaohs,
their families and other
nobles, were preserved by

a process of mummification,
embalmed and wrapped in
cloth, before being
entombed with a wealth

of funerary treasures.

c.25608ce The Great
Pyramid of Giza, tomb
of the pharaoh Khufu,
is completed

o

2334-2279 BCE
SARGON THE GREAT OF AKKAD

Through his conquests of
neighbouring kingdoms, Sargon
extended his rule from Akkad (east
of the Tigris), becoming the first
leader to rule over an empire
of subject city-states.
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2112-2095 Bce

GREAT ZIGGURAT BUILT IN UR

After freeing his city from Akkadian and Gutian rule, King Ur-Nammu of Ur
founded the neo-Sumerian Third dynasty of Ur. He built a huge ziggurat
(step pyramid) in honour of the god Nannar. The monumental structure fell
into disrepair after the fall of the Third Dynasty, but was rebuilt in the 6th
century sce by Nabonidus, king of Babylonia.

A Ziggurat of Ur, restored and rebuilt
c.2334-2279Bce Sargon the c. 2150 Bce The kingdom c.2100-20008cE The
Great conquers Sumer and of Nubia is established Epic of Gilgamesh
Mesopotamia and founds the inthe region to is written on tabletsin
Akkadian Empire the south of Egypt the Sumerian language
[] o o o ] (o} o
c. 2200&ce Iron smelting is c. 2134 ece The Egyptian
developed in Anatolia by the Middle Kingdom is
Hittites; they keep the process founded as Mentuhotep Il 5 o £ A
a closely guarded secret reunifies Egypt ? é’e % ﬁ ﬁ' ot
e
s Wt
V Mohenjo-Daro, city ruins :gt :: ,:'i: g:
s £ @ A5
A L R B

2070-1600 BCE

XIA DYNASTY IN CHINA

According to tradition, Yu
the Great founded the Xia
Dynasty - the first of the
Chinese dynasties - when
the Mandate of Heaven was
bestowed on him by the last
of the mythical Five
Sovereigns. Yu became
legendary not only for
instigating dynastic rule in

A Yu the Great, legendary founder of the Xia dynasty

c. 2500 8ce China, but also for his
CUNSTRUCHUN OF MUHENJU'DARU benevolent and wise
The Harappan civilization of the Indus Valley reached its leadership. Foremost among
peak between 2600 and 1900 sck. It contained several his achievements was the
cities, including Harappa and Mohenjo-daro, with work he commissioned to
populations of about 50,000. Mohenjo-daro in particular control the persistent floods
was notable for its brick buildings, methodical urban that threatened his

planning, and sophisticated irrigation and sewage systems. homeland in central China.
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c.2700-2200 BCE

THE AGE OF THE

PYRAMIDS

The Old Kingdom of Egypt is often
referred to as “The Age of the Pyramids”,
because it encompasses the reigns of the
great pyramid-building kings of the Third
(2686-2613 8cE) to the Sixth (2345-2181
sce) Dynasties. In the 500-year period from
about 2700 Bck, architects developed the
techniques to quarry limestone, transport
huge quantities of the stone, and assemble
the massive monuments that became
symbolic of the majesty of ancient Egypt.
The first Egyptian pyramids appeared
in the reign of King Djoser, in the Third

Dynasty. Djoser moved his royal capital to

Memphis, and embarked upon a programme
of building works to establish his court. This
included the construction of a necropolis
complex in nearby Sagqgara overseen by his
architect Imhotep, who is credited with the
design of the first pyramid. The simple step
pyramid at Saqqgara inspired Djoser’s
successors in the Fourth Dynasty, such as
King Sneferu, to refine the design to create
a true pyramid. Pyramid-building reached
its high point with the construction of the
great pyramids at Meidum and Dahshur,
and the famous pyramid complex at Giza,
built for kings Khufu, Khafre, and Menkaure.

KEY MOMENTS

27th century sce Early step pyramids

The first Egyptian pyramids were tiered
structures, built by adding successively
smaller storeys of stone blocks onto a square
or rectangular base. The model for these was
Djoser’s Pyramid at Saqqara (left), which rose
to a height of over 60 m (196 ft) in six steps.

26th century sce First true pyramids
Architects of the Fourth Dynasty used much
smaller steps to build a smoother pyramidal
shape rising to a point, such as the Bent
Pyramid of Dashur (left). The effect was
further enhanced by cladding the structure
with polished white limestone slabs.

26th century Bce The Sphinx

Alongside the Giza pyramid complex is
another iconic ancient Egyptian structure, the
Sphinx (left) . Carved from the bedrock (but
later restored with blocks of limestone), itis a
colossal statue of the mythical cat-like sphinx,
with the face of the then reigning King Khafre.
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The Great Pyramid of Giza was built in
the 26th century Bce as a tomb for the king,
Khufu. The largest of the pyramids at Giza,
with an original height of 146.5m (481 ft),
it represents the peak of the Egyptian art
of pyramid-building, and is the oldest of
the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.
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1900 Bce c.1900 BcE

STONEHENGE COMPLETED THE AMORITE CONQUEST

Built at the centre of circular earthworks dating back to about The Amorites, a Semitic people

3000 BCE, the stone monument now known as Stonehenge was from the Levant, traded in Akkadian
completed some 1,000 years later. Huge standing stones topped with Mesopotamia during the 21st
lintels were arranged in a ring around a horseshoe-shape of smaller century Bce. They came to occupy
stones, with an altar stone at the centre. Because the structure, and the much of the southern part of the
avenue leading to it, are aligned with the sunrise at the summer region, setting up independent
solstice, it is believed to have had a religious or astronomical purpose. city-states. One of these, Babylon,

came to particular prominence as
the capital of what was to become
the First Babylonian Empire.

k]
®
c
A Stonehenge, stone circle -g
3
Qo
@
k]
)
2 O U O |
B C E . o * o}
c.19008ce The Hittites 1772 8ce King Hammurabi of
establish their empire Babylon issues a law code that shifts
with its capital in emphasis from compensation of the
Hattusa, Anatolia victim to punishment of the offender

c. 1900 BcE

MINOAN PALACES

The Minoan civilization
became established on the
island of Crete in about
30008cE. It became a
major trading power in the
Mediterranean, and its
prosperity is apparent in
the impressive palaces -
mainly administrative
buildings - built from
around 1900 sce onwards
in cities such as Knossos,
Phaistos, and on the island
of Thera (Santorini). These
were often several storeys
high, fitted with plumbing
systems, and typically = -
lavishly decorated. A Palace of Knossos, now partly restored and rebuilt
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1549-1069 Bce

EGYPT NEW KINGDOM

Under Ahmose | - founder of the Eighteenth
Dynasty - Egypt was reunified after the
expulsion of the Hyksos rulers from the Nile
Delta. So began Egypt’s most powerful
period, the New Kingdom of Egypt, which
saw the empire extend into Nubia and
western Asia. In keeping with his Theban
heritage, Ahmose moved the site of royal
tombs from the pyramids to the Valley of
the Kings near Thebes.

¥V Ahmose |, limestone statue

c. 1650 Bce Northern Egypt c. 1600 .cE A catastrophic

is occupied by invaders from volcanic eruption on Thera
the Levant, the Hyksos, the first (Santorini) triggers the decline of
foreign rulers of Egypt the Minoan civilization B C E
(e] (o} o * fo)
c. 1600 sce Global climate 1595-15308ce The Hittites and
begins to cool, possibly as a Kassites use iron weapons and
result of volcanic eruptions horse-drawn chariots in their
around the world invasion of Babylon

<l Oracle bone from
Shang dynasty

c.1600 sce
SHANG DYNASTY
ESTABLISHED

After the semi-mythical
Xia Dynasty, the Yellow
River valley was ruled by the first
Chinese kings for whom there is firm
evidence - the Shang Dynasty. It was
founded by Chen Tang, victor of the
Battle of Mingtiao against the Xia.
Artefacts made from bronze, jade,
and ceramic, and oracle bones
(bones inscribed with characters and
used for divination) attest to the
cultural sophistication of the Shang.

¢.1810-1750 BcE
KING HAMMURABI

Now remembered for introducing his
eponymous Babylonian law code,
Hammurabi was revered in his own

time for expanding the
Babylonian Empire across
almost all of
Mesopotamia.
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c.1500 BcE

NOK CULTURE EMERGES

The Nok culture, named after the
village of Nok where its artefacts
were first discovered, began
to develop in what is today
Nigeria. Best known for their
stylized terracotta figures, the
Nok people also discovered
iron-smelting at around the
same time as the lron Age
was getting under way in
Europe and Asia. Their
civilization was very long-
lived, lasting until its sudden
and mysterious disappearance
in about 500 ce.

<I Nok terracotta figure

c.1400ece Vedic Sanskrit- 1336 8ce Pharaoh
speaking peoples migrate into Tutankhamun and his
India from the northwest and then queen Nefertiti restore the
spread out across north India old Egyptian religion
® (o} o o o (]
1348 ece Religious reforms 1300 ece Urnfield culture,
instituted in Egypt by Pharaoh named after the practice of
Akhenaten reject old gods in storing cremated ashes in urns,
favour of sun worship emerges in central Europe

¢c.1400 BcE

ASSYRIANS ASSERT INDEPENDENCE

After centuries of existing as disparate subject states of successive
Akkadian and Babylonian empires in Mesopotamia, the Assyrians
began to emerge as a single independent power.

1500-500 BcE
THE IRON AGE

[ ]
Iron smelting was developed ¢.1500 Bce The Hittites in Anatolia
in Asia, became widespread in | develop techniques of iron-working (as

c.1000 ece Iron technology spreads c. 500 Bce Chinese metalworkers
into western Asia and Europe, reaching | learn the processes of smelting and

the Middle East in the 12th seen in the axe head, above), but closely | as far north as the Shetland Islands working iron and begin producing
century Bcg, and slowly spread | guard the secrets to maintain their (above). It is also discovered by the intricate pieces, such as this gold-inlaid
around the world. superiority over neighbouring states. Nok of West Africa.

belt hook (above).



c.12008ce The kingdom
of Lydia is established in
Asia Minor after the decline
of the Hittite empire
o [e]

c. 1200 ece Chavin
culture emergesin
the Peruvian Andes

c. 1200 BcE

OLMEC CULTURE

The earliest known civilization in
Mesoamerica, the Olmec
culture, developed from

settlements in the Gulf region

of Mexico, having its centre

firstin San Lorenzo and later

at La Venta. A prominent

feature of the Olmec culture

was its stone carving. As well

as carved masks and axe heads

presumed to be for ritual use,
the Olmecs produced a
number of massive sculpturesin
volcanic basalt, known as the
“colossal heads”.

> Olmec “colossal head”

il Y

Ny

1500 Bce-1000 BCE 21

1264-1244 BcE

RAMESES Il EXPANDS EGYPT

Under pharaoh Rameses II, the Egyptian
Empire extended southwards into gold-rich
Nubia. As well as subjugating the Nubian
people, Rameses Il instigated a huge
construction project in his Nubian territory
as a lasting symbol of Egyptian power. This
took the form of two massive temples cut
into the rock at Abu Simbel, with giant
relief figures carved into their facades:

the Great Temple dedicated to Rameses
himself; and the Small Temple to his

chief wife Nefertari.

<l Rameses Il depicted in a temple relief

¢.1100-800 8ce The

Greek Dark Ages begin
after the fall of the
Mycenaeans

o (e]

c.1100Bce The
seagoing Phoenicians
rise to become a major
Mediterranean power

100080

1046 8ceE The Zhou
Dynasty conquers
the ruling Shang
Dynasty in China

The Phoenicians’
most important
trading commodity
was purple dye
obtained from the
murex sea snail
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c. 1000 Bce

KINGDOM OF KUSH

With the collapse of the Egyptian New
Kingdom, the Nubians, who had been
subjugated by the Egyptians, regained control
of their lands. They founded the independent
Kingdom of Kush, with its capital at Napata
(present-day Karima, Sudan). Within only a couple
of centuries, the Nubians controlled Upper
Egypt and installed a Kushite dynasty that
went on to rule all of Egypt.

> Pottery from the Kingdom of Kush

c. 1000 ece King David

unites the Israelite
tribes and conquers the
BBE city of Jerusalem

o

¥V Phoenician merchant ship, relief

c.1000 BcE

PHOENICIAN PORTS

The Phoenicians were the dominant maritime power in the
eastern Mediterranean by the turn of the 10th century sce.
They began founding ports to facilitate the movement of
goods around the Middle East: ports such as Tyre, Sidon,
and Byblos gradually expanded and became prosperous

autonomous city-states.

c. 969-936 BcE

TYRE PROSPERS UNDER HIRAM |

The city of Tyre was perfectly placed for trade
on the coast of what is now Lebanon. Under
King Hiram |, Tyre became a hub for much of
the region’s commerce. A major attraction for
merchants was the programme

of building works Hiram =
initiated, providing
warehouse facilities £
in the fortified city. £

> Carved head from
Phoenician Tyre

o

c.1000Bce Adena culture
starts to develop along
the Ohio Riverin
North America

c. 1035?-9707? Bce
KING DAVID

According to Biblical narrative, David
was a shepherd and musician who
rose to power after killing the
Philistine giant Goliath. He
succeeded Saul as king of
Israel, and led his people
into Jerusalem.
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c. 950 BcE

NEO-ASSYRIAN EMPIRE

Emerging from a “Dark Age” of decline that had afflicted much of the
Middle East for more than a century, Assyria began to re-establish its
empire. By the time Adad-nirari Il came to the throne in 9118cE, the
foundations for a Neo-Assyrian Empire had been laid, and under his

leadership it conquered much of Mesopotamia and beyond. Its expansion H Iram I Su p p I | ed
made it the largest and most powerful empire the world had yet seen.

Solomon with cedar

wood from Lebanon

to build the Temple
in Jerusalem

A Assyrian bas-relief

c. 930 Bce After Solomon’s
death, his kingdom divides

into Israel in the north, and
Judah in the south BCE
® 3 (o] [e]
c.910 Bce Scythia, in central
Eurasia, becomes home to

nomadic people from the
steppes of Asia

c. 9508BcE
FIRST TEMPLE BUILT
IN JERUSALEM

According to tradition, King
David brought the Ark of the
Covenant to Jerusalem.
However, it was his son
Solomon who had a temple
built to house it when he
succeeded to the throne of
Israel. The First Temple, as it
became known, was the
spiritual and cultural centre of
the city, situated on Mount
Moriah (the Temple Mount),
until it was destroyed by
Babylonians in 586 sck.

> Map of Jerusalem




24 | Q900 Bce-8018cCE

¢c.900-4008cE

ETRUSCAN CIVILIZATION

Several city-states began to flourish in northern
Italy in the 9th century Bck, evolving into
a civilization with a distinctive Etruscan
culture. This prevailed for several
centuries before becoming assimilated
into the Roman state. Much of what is
known about Etruscan society
comes from artworks found in
family tombs, including
wall-paintings, pottery,
and bronze sculptures.

> Etruscan boar-shaped vessel

o

c. 900 8ce Phoenicians extend their
influence across the Mediterranean,
establishing colonies in North Africa and
Southern Spain

Glyphs found at La Venta
suggest that the Olmecs
may have been the first
New World civilization to
devise a system of writing

c.900BcE

RISE OF CHAVIN CULTURE

A civilization that emerged in the northern
Peruvian Andes established its centre at the
location of (modern) Chavin de Huantar. The city
built here included a complex of religious and
ceremonial buildings adorned with typically
Andean stone carvings.

c.890-824 Bce
SHALMANESER Ill

Throughout his reign from about
859 BcE until his death in 824 BcE,
Shalmaneser Il waged a relentless
campaign to continue the
expansion of the Assyrian
Empire begun by
his father.

<] Chavin gold pectoral decoration




8728ce The Temple
of Luxor, Egypt, is

inundated by severe
flooding of the Nile

(o]

c. 9008BcE

OLMEC CULTURE MOVES TO LA VENTA

After the Olmec city at San Lorenzo was badly
damaged, perhaps by environmental change,
its inhabitants set up a new centre in La Venta,
about 75km (45 miles) to the northeast. The
new city was built on a grand scale, with
paved roads, and dominated by a massive clay
pyramid. Among the numerous artefacts
discovered by archaeologists are ceremonial
jade axes, sculpture, and pottery.

A The Great Pyramid, La Venta

A Decoration on the Gates of Shalmaneser I, Nimrud

836.ce Civil war breaks

the royal family
® o o

c.8508ce The Kingdom of Van
(in modern Armenia) asserts its
independence from the Assyrian Empire
under the reign of King Arame of Urartu

c. 814 Bce

FOUNDING OF CARTHAGE

Legend surrounds the founding of the

city of Carthage by the Phoenicians on
the coast of present-day Tunisia. The
most enduring account is that of Dido (or
Elissa) from Tyre, who purchased the land

and became its first queen. What is not

in doubt, however, is that it evolved from

a Phoenician colony into a thriving city-
state, the capital of a powerful

Carthaginian Empire.

> Carthaginian clay protome
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863 BCE
NIMRUD BECOMES
ASSYRIAN CAPITAL

The Neo-Assyrian Empire
strengthened in the 9th century
Bce. When Ashurnasirpal Il
became king, he embarked on a
ruthless campaign of expansion,
restoring Assyria to its former
glory and power. He moved his
capital from Assur to Nimrud
(also known as Kalhu) where he
built opulent palaces. After his
death, his son Shalmaneser Ill
enthusiastically continued in his
father’s footsteps.

out in Egypt after a power
struggle between factions of

oUL
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c.8008ce The Hellenic people
of city-states such as Sparta, Athens, and
Thebes spread from mainland Greece to
colonies around the Aegean

o

776 BcE
FIRST PAN-HELLENIC
OLYMPIC GAMES

According to tradition, Olympia
hosted the first pan-Hellenic Games
in 776 8ce. A religious festival and
athletic competition, the games
also had a political purpose, both
fostering relationships between
participating Greek city-states, and
rekindling old rivalries. The ancient
Olympic Games were held every four
years, and continued even under Roman
rule until the 4th century ce.

> Naked Greek athletes
depicted on an amphora

c. 800 BcE

VEDIC PERIOD

The composition of Sanskrit texts,
the Brahmanas, and the first of the
Upanishads, marked the beginning
of what is known as the later Vedic
period of the Indo-Vedic civilization
of northern India. These sacred
texts, with others, were arranged
into collections, the four Vedas,
which were the foundation for
Brahmanic religions. The texts
were also the cornerstone of

the principles of the Kuru

regional culture, influencing the
development of its hierarchical
social structure.

<l The sage Vyasa talks to King
Janamejaya of the royal Kuru
clan, codifier of the Vedic texts

7718cE

EASTERN ZHOU DYNASTY
BEGINS IN CHINA

After the invasion of the Zhou
capital, Haojing, by barbarians, the
royal family were forced to flee
eastward, making Luoyi the capital
of the Eastern Zhou Dynasty. This
heralded the beginning of a period
of decline of the power of the Zhou
kings, and a fragmentation of the
region into more autonomous
states. This first half of the Eastern
Zhou dynasty became known as the
Spring and Autumn Period (722-
4818cE), named after an official
chronicle of the state of Lu, the
Spring and Autumn Annals.

<] The sword of Goujian,
king of Yue, one of the
hegemons of the period
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753 BCE

FOUNDING OF ROME

The enduring foundation myth of the city of
Rome tells the story of the twin sons of the god
Mars, Romulus and Remus. Left to die on the

banks of the Tiber as babies, they were rescued « .

and suckled by a she-wolf. They returned to the RO me h as g rown since

site as adults, intent on building a city there. 1 ] H

A dispute over where to locate the city led to Its h um b l € beg Inni ngs that
the death of Remus, after which Romulus It |S now overw h e I m ed

founded Rome on the Palatine Hill in 753 Bce
and reigned as its first king.

by its own greatness”

LIVY, HISTORY OF ROME, 710 8ce

</ Romulus and Remus
suckled by a she-wolf

745-727 sce The Assyrian Empire
expands across Mesopotamia, out to the

Mediterranean, and from Scythia in the
north to the Arabian peninsula B C E
(o] (o] ®
c. 750 sce King Piye c.7508ce The epic poems
of Kush invades Egypt of Homer are written down
and establishes a Nubian for the first time, using a
25th Dynasty Phoenician-style alphabet

8th century BcE
HOMER
Author of the The lliad and The
Odyssey, Homer is a legendary
figure. As part of an oral tradition, it
is possible that poems ascribed
to him are in fact the work of c.720BcE

several authors overa CONSTRUCTION OF THE PYRAMIDS AT MEROE

long period.
In the 8th century, the capital of the Kingdom of Kush was at Napata, but
several members of the royal family originated from further south, in the
city of Meroé. This became the chosen burial site for this side of the
family, and a tomb complex was built there in 720 sce. The pyramids
containing the tombs were in the Nubian style, with steep sides.

V Pyramids of Meroé Sudan, Africa
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685-668 BCE
SPARTA EMERGES AS THE
DOMINANT POWER IN GREECE 460 nes

Sparta regarded stren an
d?jsciélinegasicjjledalst,anc?z)k;odjced LEGENDARY FIRST
EMPEROR OF JAPAN

an army of fearless fighting men,
conspicuous in the battlefield in According to tradition, Jimmu, a
their distinctive battle dress and descendant of Amaterasu the sun
crested helmets. As a result, in goddess, became the first Emperor
the 7th century BcE it of Japan after conquering the
emerged as the foremost whole country. There is little
military power in Greece, historical evidence of his existence,
valuable as an ally,and and the legend appearsto be a
dangerous as an enemy. conflation of mythology and real
events. Nevertheless, the supposed
date of his accession, 11 February, is
still celebrated in Japan as National
Foundation Day.

[> Spartan warrior, bronze

SO0 B0

o o
689ece The city 6718ce Egyptian capital Memphis
of Babylon is is captured by Assyrian king Esarhaddon;
destroyed by Assyrian it is regained by the Egyptians
emperor Sennacherib eight years later

c.700 BCE

EXPANSION OF NINEVEH

Sennacherib came to the throne
of the Neo-Assyrian Empire in
705BcE. As well as continuing the
expansion of the empire, he set
about moving the capital to the
city of Nineveh. This involved

an extensive programme of
renovation in the old city, centred
around a “Palace without a rival”,
making it one of the largest and
most important cities in the world
at that time.

<] Sennacherib’s “Palace without a Rival”
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7th century BcE

CHINA’S HUNDRED
SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT

Philosophy flourished in the
Eastern Zhou period in China.
The diverse systems that
emerged became known as
the Hundred Schools of
Thought, and included such
thinkers as Laozi (founder of
Daoism), Kong Fuzi (or
Confucius, founder of
Confucianism), Mozi
(Mohism), and Hang

Feizi (Legalism).

A Emperor Jimmu and the rising sun

A Laozi riding an ox

621ece The so-called 620-600Bce True coins
“Age of Tyrants” are used as currency for

begins in many Greek the first time In Lydia
city-states (modern Turkey) B C E

L o o [e] o

620¢ece Draco sets 612ece The collapse of the Neo-

out the first law Assyrian Empire is triggered by the
code in Athens destruction of Nineveh by rebelling

(hence “draconian”) Babylonians and Medes

The library of Ashurbanipal
contained texts on more
than 30,000 clay tablets

668 BCE

ASHURBANIPAL BECOMES ASSYRIAN EMPEROR

Sometimes proclaimed as the “last great king of Assyria”,
Ashurbanipal came to power when the Assyrian Empire was at its
height. During his reign, he established Nineveh as the cultural,
political, and commercial centre of the empire, with an extensive
library housing texts such as the Epic of Gilgamesh, and
buildings lavishly decorated with statues and bas-reliefs.

V Stela of Ashurbanipal




c. 600BcE
REGENERATION
OF BABYLON

Nebuchadnezzar II, ruler of the
Neo-Babylonian Empire (r.605-
562 BCE), was an inspirational
military leader and became
known for his building projects
throughout Mesopotamia. He
ordered the regeneration of the
city of Babylon to restore its
fading reputation, including the
rebuilding of the ziggurat and -
legend has it - the creation of
the famous hanging gardens.

<l The legendary hanging
gardens of Babylon

590 8ce The Nubian 587ece Nebuchadnezzar c.550 Bce The Temple
rulers of the Kingdom of Il destroys the temple in of Artemis in Ephesusis
Kush move their residence Jerusalem following a rebuilt to replace the original
from Napata to Meroé Jewish revolt destroyed by floods
® o (o] (o]
550 BcE

CYRUS THE GREAT FOUNDS THE ACHAEMENID EMPIRE

Cyrus was a king of Anshan, a subject nation of the Median
Empire. He led a revolt, defeating the Medians and then
conquering the Lydian Empire to form a new Achaemenid Empire,
the First Persian Empire. Subsequently, Babylon also fell under
Achaemenid rule, leading Cyrus to declare on an inscribed clay
cylinder “l am Cyrus, King of the World”.

A The Cyrus Cylinder

600-322 BCE

GREEK

PHILOSOPHY
[
The foundations of western c.600 sce Thales of Miletus c.530ece Pythagoras | 399 ece Socrates, first of the great c.387sck Plato, a protége
philosophy were laid by Greek | is one of the first thinkers founds a school of Athenian philosophers, is accused of of Socrates, founds the
thinkers, beginning in the 6th to speculate about what mathematics and corrupting youths and disrespecting Academy in Athens, where
century Bce and reaching a everything in the universe philosophyina the gods; he drinks hemlock rather he presents his ideas to

high point in Classical Athens. is made of. commune in Italy. than renounce his views. students from all Greece.
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508-507BcE
ATHENIANS OVERTHROW THE TYRANT HIPPIAS
For more than 100 years, the Greek city-states had been ruled by leaders known
as “tyrants” (both good and bad). In Athens, this “Age of Tyrants” came to an end
when Hippias was overthrown, and his successor Cleisthenes introduced a form of
democracy, in which the Athenian assembly met on a hill called the Pnyx. This heralded
the beginning of a “Golden Age” of Classical Greece, with Athens at its centre.
A The steps of the Pnyx
539 Bce Cyrus the Great 525-402 sce Egypt c.509 Bce The Roman
conquers Babylon and comes under Persian Republic is established
brings its empire into the control andis ruled by following the overthrow
Achaemenid Empire Achaemenid kings of the monarchy B C E
o (o] o o &

c.550 ece Celtic people
begin to migrate from their
homeland in the northern Alps
and settle across Europe

518 BcE

c. 3355t Aristotle, an DARIUS THE GREAT BUILDS PERSEPOLIS, HIS NEW CAPITAL

alumnus of the Academy, Darius | ruled the Achaemenid Empire at its most powerful, and his 36-year reign
founds his own school, the

Lyceum, offering alternative included reforms that unified the Persians. He oversaw a number of construction projects,
philoso;ahical theories. improving roads and regenerating cities; the grandest of these projects was the building
of a completely new ceremonial capital, Persepolis, with a complex of impressive palaces.

A Enthronement of Darius, bas-relief
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475 BCE
WARRING STATES PERIOD

c.5008ce BEGINS IN CHINA
ZAPUTECS ESTABL'SH MUNTE ALBAN By the beginning of the 5th century scg, the

As the Zapotec civilization flourished, a site in Zhou kingdom in China had fragmented into
the southern Mexican highlands was chosen as several more or less autonomous states. As
its centre. The Zapotecs began to build Monte they vied with one another for power in the
Alban - the first great city of Mesoamerica - on region, the Spring and Autumn Period
asteep hillin the Oaxaca valley. came to an end and was replaced by a time

of political turmoil known as the Warring
States Period. The conflict was to continue
for a further two and a half centuries

until the Qin state, with its strict
authoritarian regime and disciplined
military, emerged victorious.

> Conference of Six States
in the Warring States Period

A Monte Alban, Zapotec ruins

496 8ce Greek dramatist 480 ece Emperor Xerxes |
Sophocles, author of bridges the Hellespont and
tragedies featuring Antigone the Persian army advances
B C E and Oedipus, is born as far as Athens
o o e (o} o
499-449 sce In the Greco- c. 490ece King Ajatashatru
Persian Wars, the Greeks defend founds Pataliputra (modern Patna)
against Persian invasion in a series in north-east India, as capital of the
of famous battles Magadha Empire

A The Buddha, seated statue

490 BcE
ATHENIANS DEFEAT
PERSIANS AT MARATHON

A decisive battle in the

Greco-Persian Wars took place
at Marathon, Attica, during the
first Persian invasion. Darius |
planned to take the whole of Greece,
sending his forces by sea to Attica.
They were met on the coastal plain at
Marathon by Athenian troops
who, though outnumbered,
outmanoeuvred the Persians and
won a crushing victory. A Athenian battle helmet

c.480BCE
TEACHINGS OF
THE BUDDHA

Siddhartha Gautama, known
later as the Buddha, spent the
latter part of his life preaching
in northern India. After his
death, his disciples collated his
teachings and continued to
spread his ideas further afield,
establishing Buddhism as a
major religion.




c. 479 sce Confucius dies
and his disciples begin
compiling the Analects which
record his sayings

(o] (o]

4498ce A law code, The
Twelve Tables of the Laws, is
published in Rome by the
governing decemviri

V The Parthenon ruins, Athens
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c.484-c.4258cE
HERODOTUS

Born in Halicarnassus, in the Persian
Empire, the Greek writer Herodotus
is best known as the author of the
Histories, an account of the
events and leading figures of
the Greco-Persian wars.

c.4408ce Herodotus
writes the first known

history book, the nine-
volume Histories B C E

o

(o]

431-404ece The Peloponnesian
War is fought between the Delian
League led by Athens and the
Peloponnesian League led by Sparta

447 Bce
BUILDING OF THE
PARTHENON BEGINS

After Greek forces had
defeated the Persians, Athens
began to thrive again. Pericles
oversaw the construction of
anumber of monuments on
the Acropolis, most impressive
of which was the Parthenon,
atemple dedicated to the
goddess Athena, patroness of
the city, to replace the temple
destroyed during the Persian
invasion. The building work was
finally completed in 432 sck.
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336-323 BCE

ALEXANDER OF MACEDON UNITES GREECE

When Philip Il of Macedon was murdered, his son
Alexander, aged 20, assumed the throne. He defeated
the Thebans, uniting all the Greek peoples under his
rulership. Continuing his father’s empire-building
project, he led Greek forces in a ten-year campaign to
conquer the Achaemenid Empire and bring the whole
of Persia under Greek control, and went on to expand
his empire as far as the Indus valley.

> Alexander portrayed as a Byzantine emperor

375 8ce Dionysius of

Syracuse negotiates a peace
treaty with the Carthaginians,
B G E ending a series of wars
(e]

c.400-3508ce The Olmec
culture enters a period of

rapid decline, possibly caused
by environmental changes

356-323 BCE
ALEXANDER THE GREAT

Alexander IIl of Macedon, ruler of the
whole of Greece, was a spectacularly
successful military leader, who in a
series of campaigns spread Greek
influence as far as the Indian
subcontinent.

(o] o

356 8ce Shang Yang, alord
of the Chinese state of State of

Qin, initiates reforms that
boost the state’s influence

c. 350 BcE
CHAVIN CULTURE
REACHES ITS PEAK

Arapid increase in the population of
the Chavin culture of Peru brought
about changes in its social structure
around the middle of the century.
The major city, Chavin de Huantar, in
the Andes, became less important as
a political and religious centre as
semi-urban settlements and
ceremonial centres developed in
the lowlands, spreading Chavin
cultural influence across the region
and along the coast.

o

338ece Philip of Macedonia
vanquishes the allied Greek
forces to take control of almost
all of Greece

A Chavin carved stone panel



305 BCcE
FOUNDING OF THE
PTOLEMAIC DYNASTY

Aformer bodyguard and
companion of Alexander the Great,
Ptolemy was appointed governor of
Egypt after Alexander’s death in
3238cE, and in 305 Bce assumed the
title of pharaoh. As Ptolemy | he
founded the Ptolemaic dynasty,
ruling Egypt as a Hellenistic
kingdom. He was also a writer and
historian, and was instrumental in
making his capital, Alexandria, a
centre of Greek culture.

> Ptolemy | inaugurating
the Library at Alexandria

332BcE Alexander conquers c.330 sce Euclid of
Egypt, extending his empire Alexandria, author of the
southwards until it reaches the mathematical treatise
Kingdom of Kush Elements, is born
o (o]

321-185BCE

THE MAURYA EMPIRE

Chandragupta Maurya established the Maurya Empire
by replacing the Nanda dynasty in northern India. When
Greek forces began to withdraw from the farther
reaches of Alexander the Great’s empire after his death,
Chandragupta seized the opportunity to invade, bringing
all of the north of the subcontinent under Maurya rule.

c.400-518cE e

THE ROMAN- 0

GALLIC WARS
[ J
As Celts began to migrate 387 sce Brennus of the 298-290 scE An alliance
from the northern Alps to Senones leads Celts in the of Samnites (helmet above),
settle in the Po valley in Italy, sacking of the city of Rome; | Gauls, and others engages

they triggered a long series of | accordingtolegend, geese | with Rome for control of
conflicts with Rome. raise the alarm (above). central and southern Italy.

125-121 sce Roman forces
defeat the Gauls of the
Arverni tribe (coin above),
claiming their territory as a
Roman province.

400 Bce-301BCE
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< Libation cup, Maurya dynasty

58-51ece Julius Caesar
conducts a major

military campaign in his
determination to conquer
the whole of Gaul.
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221-206 BcCE

THE QIN DYNASTY

The Qin established a unified empire in
221 Bcg, marking the end of the Warring
States Period in China. Zheng, king of

the Qin state, conquered the other six
belligerent states and, as Emperor Qin Shi
Huang, founded the Qin dynasty, the first
Imperial Chinese dynasty.

Qin Shi Huang’s success can be attributed
to the strict disciplinarian regime he had
established in Qin, which he then applied
throughout the empire. Among his
achievements was the standardization
of currency, weights and measures, and
writing systems; he also ordered several
massive infrastructure projects, including

the building of a northern wall which later
formed the foundation of the Great Wall

of China, and a major network of roads that
helped to encourage trade between China’s
distant regions. One of his most striking
pursuits was a vanity project, the
construction of a vast mausoleum, as big

as a city, to house his own tomb, defended
by an army of terracotta figures.

The Qin dynasty was regarded as
tyrannical by many in the conquered
states, and the regime came down hard
on any dissenting voices. However, Qin
ShiHuang and his advisors succeeded in
unifying the country after centuries of
conflict. The dynasty was not to last: in
206 Bce the second —and final — Qin
emperor was overthrown, and the
dynasty was brought to an end.

KEY MOMENTS

221ece Qin Shi Huang takes power

The founder of the Qin dynasty, Qin Shi
Huang (left), reigned as king from 247 to 221
BCE, and then proclaimed himself Emperor

of a unified China after emerging triumphant
over the Warring States. His wide-ranging
reforms laid the foundations for subsequent
Chinese dynasties to follow for more than
2,000 years. After his death his successor, Qin
Ershi, was soon ousted by the Han dynasty.

221-210 Bce Imposition of Legalism
Emperor Qin Shi Huang set about
establishing centralized control, ending
the political and cultural diversity of the
“Hundred Schools of Thought” associated
with the Seven Warring States. With the help
of his Imperial Chancellor Li Si, he imposed
a strict authoritarian form of government
known as Legalism, and a brutal purge of
the classical scholars of the previous Zhou
Dynasty. Books were burned and many
scholars were buried alive (left).
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The Terracotta Army guarding the
Mausoleum of the First Emperor is
symbolic of the power he wielded. More
than 8,000 individually sculpted statues of
soldiers, along with hundreds of horses and
chariots, were buried with the emperor as
his entourage in the afterlife.
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268-232BCE
ASHOKA RULES THE
MAURYA EMPIRE

Ashoka began his reign intending to
continue the expansion of the empire
begun by his grandfather Chandragupta
Maurya. Once he had conquered the state
of Kalinga in 26718cE, he ruled over all but the
extreme south of the Indian subcontinent.
The bloody Kalinga campaign prompted a
change of heart, and he devoted the rest
of his reign to spreading the doctrine of
Buddhism, declaring his moral and
social “edicts” by having them
inscribed on pillars topped with stone
animal capitals around the empire.

> The Lion Capital of Ashoka

2808ce The Colossus of

Rhodes, a statue at the
entrance to the city’s
B C E harbour, is completed

o

c. 260 sce Ashoka converts
to Buddhism and
commissions the building of
the Great Stupa at Sanchi

285 BCE
THE LIGHTHOUSE AT
ALEXANDRIA IS BUILT

Construction of a monumental
lighthouse on the small island of
Pharos off the coast of Egypt

was completed during the reign
of Ptolemy Il Philadelphus . After
12 years of building work, it stood
some 100 m (330ft) high, the
tallest building in the world at that
time. The structure, often known
as the Pharos of Alexandria, lasted 264-2418cE

until damaged by earthquakes

in the 10th century ce. THE FIRST PUNIG WAR
The 3rd century Bce saw three long wars
between the Romans and the Carthaginians.

<l Pharos of Alexandria The two powers fought for supremacy over
the western Mediterranean, but the Romans
also took the war into Carthaginian territory
in North Africa, notably at the massive naval
battle of Ecnomus. After the First Punic War,
which lasted 23 years, the Romans defeated
the Carthaginians and took control of Sicily.

[
|
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“I will either find a way, or make one.”

(“Aut viam inveniam aut faciam.”)

247-c.183 BCE
HANNIBAL

Hannibal was a respected military
tactician who led the Carthaginian
forces against Rome in the Second

LATIN PROVERB, COMMONLY ATTRIBUTED TO HANNIBAL

213-2128BCE

SIEGE OF SYRACUSE

At the height of the Second Punic

Punic War. After the war, he § War (218-201 Bce), the Romans
served as a reforming g laid siege to the strategically
statesman. _§" important city of Syracuse in
2 Sicily, then an independent
5 kingdom. In the aftermath,
f Archimedes, whose ingenious
g inventions had helped to defend
§ Syracuse, was mistakenly killed by
> a Roman soldier.
2218ce The Warring States 206 sce The fall of the short-
Period comesto an end after Zheng, lived Qin dynasty marks the
King of Qin, unites the kingdoms of beginning of civil war in China as the
China into a single empire Chu and Han kingdoms vie for control BCE
o o o

218 sce Carthaginian general
Hannibal crosses the Alps with his
army and 37 elephants, and defeats
the Romans at the Battle of Cannae

A Battle of Cape Ecnomus

202 BCE

THE HAN DYNASTY

Discontent with the strict legalist rule of China’s Qin dynasty
ultimately led to its downfall and four years of conflict, centred
around the so-called Chu-Han Contention. The Han dynasty
emerged as the victors, and united the empire: they would
remain in power for centuries.

A Bronze horse
of the Han Dynasty
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181BcCE

SHUNGA DYNASTY ESTABLISHED
Pushyamitra Shunga (r.185 -149 scE) -

a general of the Maurya Empire - established
control over northern India after the
assassination of Brihadratha, the last
Mauryan emperor.

A Hasmonean dynasty coin

165 BCE

JUDAS MACCABAEUS REVOLTS

After Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV
outlawed Jewish practices in Judea
and Samaria, Judas Maccabaeus
and his brothers led a revolt, taking
Jerusalem in 164 sce. Judas purified
the Temple, restored Jewish
worship, and established the
Hasmonaean dynasty, which ruled
until overthrown by Herod the
Great in 378cE.

showing scenes from Buddha’s life

V Shunga period carvings

> Judas Maccabaeus Praying for the
Dead, 1635, by Peter Paul Rubens

171-168 sce The Romans
defeat Perseus of Macedon
inthe Third Macedonian War

e 7
M _;v-,"ﬁ""f,, '{f;.v ¥
—_

c.150 Bce

GREAT SERPENT MOUND IS BUILT

The Adena were a people of the
eastern woodlands of North America.
Living in villages of circular houses,
they hunted deer and elk, gathered
edible grasses, and farmed pumpkin
and squash. They built hundreds of
mounds, probably as funerary
monuments, the most spectacular of
which was the Great Serpent Mound in
Ohio. It was fashioned in the shape of a
serpent with sinuous coils.
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146 BCE

DESTRUCTION OF CARTHAGE

After the Carthaginians attacked
neighbouring Numidia, a Roman army led by
the consul Scipio Aemilianus landed in
North Africa, blockaded Carthage, and
finally took it after a year-long siege. Scipio
destroyed the city and sold its people into
slavery, ending the 120-year Punic Wars.

> Ruins of Carthage, Tunisia

146 ecE The Romans 138 Bce China’s Han emperor

destroy Corinth and Wu sends out an envoy, Zhang
annexe Greece to the Qian, whose findings usherin an
province of Macedonia era of westward expansion

V Serpent Burial Mound Ohio, USA
o L A : 104 Bce

GENERAL GAIUS MARIUS
REFORMS THE ROMAN ARMY

Marius allowed the landless poor to join the
army, organizing it into cohorts (of around
480 men) and legions (of around 5,500).
With their regular weapons - the pilum
(javelin) and gladius (short-sword) - the
new legions were a formidable force.

> Portrait of Gaius Marius, late 1st century ce

“Men who were fond of toil ...
without a murmur, were called
Marius’s mules.”

PLUTARCH, LIFE OF MARIUS, c.110 ce
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c. 100 BcE

MONTE ALBAN GROWS

The Zapotec people continued to enlarge the
city of Monte Alban in Mexico. They adorned
it with stone temples, pyramids, a ball court,
and a grand plaza, near which were placed
hundreds of “Danzantes”, grotesque
carvings probably representing prisoners.
As the city grew and extended its control
throughout Oaxaca, its population
reached 17,000.

<] Zapotec Danzante relief, Monte Alban

seeking Roman citizenship

88 BCE

MITHRIDATES ATTACKS ROMAN ASIA
When Mithridates VI, ruler of the Black Sea
kingdom of Pontus, sought to expand his
territory southwards, the Romans saw a
threat to their province of Asia (modern
western Turkey). Ignoring Roman threats,
Mithridates marched into Asia and
massacred 80,000 Roman citizens. In
response, Rome sent an army under
Sulla, beginning a bitter four-year war.

> Bust of Mithridates VI

91 ece The Social War 87 Bce Emperor Wu of
breaks out, pitting Rome the Chinese Han dynasty
against its Italian allies dies after five successful

decades in power

king Azilises, c.40Bce

A Coin of Indo-Scythian

c. 80 BcE
THE SAKAS CONQUER
GANDHARA

In the late 2nd century Bck, the
Sakas, a nomadic people of
Central Asia, were forced to
migrate southwards into Bactria.
Under Maues, they invaded and
conquered the kingdom of
Gandhara around 80 BcEk,
establishing an Indo-Scythian state
that dominated north-western
India for over a century before
being eclipsed by the Kushanas.
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More than 6,000 rebels were crucified
following Spartacus’s revolt

73 BCE
SLAVE REVOLT
AGAINST ROME

Inarevolt that began in Capua,
Thracian gladiator Spartacus led
a band of fighters including his
fellow gladiators and escaped
slaves. They vanquished several
Roman armies, plundered a
number of cities, and almost
reached Rome itself. In 71 BCE,
an army led by Licinius Crassus
defeated the rebels in Calabria.
Thousands of them were
crucified along the Appian Way.

106-48 BcE
POMPEY THE GREAT

One of Rome’s greatest generals and
a member of the First Triumvirate
ruling Rome from 59 scg, Pompey
fell out with his fellow triumvir
Julius Caesar, lost the ensuing
civil war, and was
assassinated.

658ce Pompey
<] Gladiator combat, Roman mosaic defeats Mithridates
of Pontus to end the
Mithridatic Wars

63 BCE

ROMANS ANNEX JUDAEA

The commander of the Roman
army in the East, Pompey the
Great, had deposed the last
Seleucid ruler of Syria in 64 8ck,
making his kingdom into a Roman
province. He then turned his
attention to Judaea, which was
riven by a civil war between

the rival rulers Hyrcanus and
Aristobulus. Hyrcanus opened the
gates of Jerusalem to Pompey’s
forces, which then besieged the
Temple Mount for three months
before storming it and massacring
thousands. Pompey annexed part
of Judaea and left the rest under
client rulers, including Hyrcanus.

> Desecration of the Temple of Jerusalem
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“l love the name of honour
more than | fear death.”

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, JULIUS CAESAR, 1599

44 Bce

ASSASSINATION OF JULIUS CAESAR

As Julius Caesar made his way to a meeting of the Roman
Senate in the spring of 44 scg, he was already dictator for life
and many feared that he intended to make himself king.

As Caesar took his seat, a group of senators led by Marcus
Brutus and Cassius Longinus struck him down with daggers.
The assassination sparked a new civil war.

> Death of Caesar by Vincenzo Camuccini

60 Bce Establishment of Han 58 Bce Julius Caesar 55 Bce Julius Caesar 46 Bce Roman calendar
protectorate of the Western begins the conquest of invades Britain and returns  is reformed, having fallen
Regions extends Chinese control Gaul, subjugating it the following year, but 80 days out of alignment
northwest into the Tarim Basin within eight years ultimately withdraws with the seasons
59 BcE

FIRST TRIUMVIRATE
TAKES POWER IN ROME

Weary at the political chaos of the
preceding decades, Julius Caesar,
ex-governor of Spain, joined with
statesman Crassus and fellow general
Pompey in a triumvirate to govern
Rome, excluding the Senate from
power. Crassus’s death in battle
against the Parthians in 53 sce
and increasing friction between
Pompey and Caesar caused
the triumvirate’s collapse,
culminating in Caesar marching
anarmy into ltaly in 49 sce and
the outbreak of civil war.

< Lucius Licinius Crassus, Roman senator
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36 BCE
EARLIEST LONG COUNT DATE
IN THE MAYAN CALENDAR

Mesoamerican peoples used the
Long Count calendar system to
record dates over long periods of
time. Based on multiples of 20, it
counted the time since a start-point
in 3114 Bck, expressed in baktuns
(roughly 394 years) and their
subdivisions. The oldest Long Count
inscription found was on a limestone
stele of the MIxe-Zoque people at
Chiapa de Corzo, Mexico, with a date
of 715.3.2.13, or 8 December 36 BCE.

<l A (late) Mayan calendrical stone

31BCE

CLEOPATRA VII DEFEATED AT ACTIUM

Octavian, Lepidus, and Mark Antony, the victors in the civil
war against Caesar’s assassins, formed a Second Triumvirate
in 43 8cE, but this dissolved and a new conflict began. Mark
Antony allied with Egypt’s Queen Cleopatra VII, but their
fleet was destroyed at Actium off Greece’s west coast,
leaving Octavian master of the Roman world. A Battle of Actium, relief

50 Bce-100 cE

ROMAN

LITERATURE
[ ]
Roman literature at first based | 55-43 sce The Roman 42-19 Bce The poet Virgil c. 70-77 ce Pliny the 70-100 ce The lawyer
itself on Greek models, but statesman Cicero writes (seated, above) writes the Younger writes The Natural Tacitus composes Annals
soon authors were writing epic | works on oratory and Aeneid, an epic poem telling | History, a compilation of all and Histories, which is
poetry, drama, fiction, and politics, including De of the flight to Italy of Roman scientific knowledge among the finest Latin

non-fiction in Latin. Oratore (On the Orator). Aeneas, among other works. | (15th-century page, above). historical writing.
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27 BCE

ROME’S FIRST EMPEROR

Julius Caesar’s adoptive son Octavian had
defeated his rivals in a civil war by 318ce. Rather
than restore the Roman Republic, he accepted
extensive powers from the Senate, and the
titles of Augustus (“illustrious”) and princeps
(“the first”), becoming the first emperor. He
conquered parts of Central Europe, rebuilt
much of Rome, and bequeathed his position
to his stepson Tiberius in 14 ck.

[> Augustus of Prima Porta, Roman
copy of a bronze original

c.25BcE

BUDDHIST CANON IS FIRST
WRITTEN DOWN IN SRI LANKA

The teachings of the Buddha, who lived in the
6th century Bcg, were passed down orally by
his followers for generations. As the religion
spread from its north Indian homeland, the

need for a written version grew. In around
25 BcE, the scriptures, including theological
analysis and rules for monks, were set down in

SriLanka in a collection known as the Tripitaka

or Pali Canon (from the language in which
they were written).

> Pages of the Pali Canon

“He could justly boast

that he had found it

built of brick and left
it in marble.”

SUETONIUS, LIVES OF THE TWELVE
CAESARS, 127ce, ON AUGUSTUS’S LEGACY

238ce The Romans
invade Meroé, south-east
Egypt, sacking its
capital Napata




4 BCE

BIRTH OF JESUS

Jesus was born to Joseph, a
humble carpenter, and his
wife Mary, in the small town
of Bethlehem in Judaea in
4 Bck. His later teachings
stressed compassion and
forgiveness and attracted
many disciples. Claims that
he was the Messiah, the
long-awaited saviour of the
Jewish people, brought him
into conflict with the Jewish
authorities in Palestine.

> Jesus and Mary, detail
from Comforter of the Afflicted

V Herod’s Temple model

19 BCE

HEROD REBUILDS THE JEWISH TEMPLE

Appointed King of Judaea by the Romans, Herod

maintained his kingdom’s independence by
balancing Jewish and Roman interests. He
commissioned several projects in Jerusalem,
most notably, in 19 Bck, a remodelling of the

Second Temple (dating from the 6th century sce),

creating a new outer courtyard, levelling part of

the Temple Mount to extend the temple platform,
and building a new encircling wall, whose remains

now form the Western (or Wailing) Wall.

9 ce German tribes destroy
legions in the Teutoberger
Wald, halting Roman expansion
into Germany

9 ce The regent Wang
Mang overthrows the
infant emperor Ruzi Ying,
declaring the Xi dynasty

> Han mirror,
Ist century ce

23 cE

DEATH OF WANG MANG AND THE HAN RESTORATION

After seizing power from a weakened Han dynasty in 9 cg, Wang
Mang established the Xi dynasty and embarked on a series of
hugely unpopular reforms. He was killed in the ensuing rebellion
in 23 ce after which Han loyalists under Emperor Guangwu took
advantage of the disorder to claim power in 25 ck.
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509 BCce-395 cE

ROMAN ENGINEERING
AND ARCHITECTURE

The Romans were inventive engineers and
relentless builders. Of the buildings that
survive from the Republican era (before
27 BcE), many are temples, with high

podia and Greek-style columns, but these
are complemented by public buildings,
such as the rectangular column-aisled
basilicas used for law courts and audience
chambers. From the Imperial era, Roman
architecture developed its own clear
identity, relying on new materials such

as brick and “Roman concrete” (opus
caementicium), which incorporated
volcanic pozzolana sand for hardness and

durability. This allowed the building of
domes, huge amphitheatres such as the
Colosseum, aqueducts, and great baths,
including the Baths of Diocletian in Rome.

The Romans decorated their buildings
with carved friezes, portrait busts, and fine
statues in marble and bronze, often based
on Greek or Hellenistic originals. Roman
interiors were painted in stucco and fresco
with colourful scenes, both geometric and
mythological. Villa floors and walls were
adorned with mosaics, often of arena or
legendary scenes, made up of thousands
of marble and limestone tesserae.

KEY MOMENTS

c. 300 Bce-395 ce Roman roads

The Romans built a network of 80,000 km
(50,000 miles) of paved roads (such as the
Appian Way, left) linking major points in the
empire. Roads were built straight on levelled
earth; layers of gravel were added and topped
with a hard concrete surface and blocks of
rectangular stone. A pronounced camber

and adjacent ditches kept them well drained.

c.200 Bce-395 ce Roman grid cities
Cities founded by the Romans were laid out
on a grid pattern based on the plan of a
Roman military camp. A main street, the
decumanus maximus, ran east-west and
another, the cardo maximus, north-south,
with major buildings and the forum, the
centre of civic life, placed where they
intersected. To lay out the cities, Roman
surveyors, or agrimensores, used ropes,
rods, and the groma, a pole with a rotating
arm and suspended weights.
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The Pont du Gard was builtin the st

S century ce to carry water over the River
Gardon to Nimes in southern France. The
three-arched structure is 275 m (902 ft) in
length and is considered to be one of the
finest surviving Roman aqueducts.
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“All the male heroes bowed their heads in subbmission;

Only the two sisters proudly stood up to avenge the country.’

)

15TH-CENTURY VIETNAMESE POEM ABOUT THE TRUNG SISTERS

V Page from De Medicina

A The Crucifixion, Giotto Bondone

25 ce
CELSUS PUBLISHES
DE MEDICINA

Roman author Aulus Cornelius Celsus
compiled a general encyclopaedia that
included De Medicina, a summary

of Roman medical knowledge. In its eight
volumes he outlined surgical techniques
for conditions including hernias, bladder
stones, and abscesses, described many
types of fever,and was the first to use
the term “cancer”. His works were lost
and only rediscovered in 1426.

40-43ce The Trung sisters
revolt against Han Chinese
rule, briefly establishing an

independent state in Vietnam

33 ce

CRUCIFIXION
OF JESUS CHRIST

Having preached for three
years, Jesus was arrested by
the Jewish authorities and
tried by Pontius Pilate, the
chief Roman official in
Palestine, on the grounds that
his alleged claim to be “king of \
the Jews” was seditious. After

his execution by crucifixion, his

followers claimed that he had

risen from the dead. This

belief formed the core of the

new religion of Christianity.

43 ce

L ROMAN INVASION
I\  OF BRITAIN

Emperor Claudius ordered
a Roman force of 40,000
men to invade Britain. It

landed on the southeast

coast and, in bitter fighting,
defeated British resistance

led by Caractacus, king of the

Catuvellauni. The legions

soon captured Camulodunon

(Colchester), the Catuvellaunian

capital, and then advanced to

the Midlands, beginning a

\ occupation of Britain that

would last over 350 years.

J

< Caractacus, king of
the Catuvellauni

D




79 ce

THE ERUPTION OF VESUVIUS

In August 79 cg, Mount Vesuvius in
southern Italy erupted, sending a
rain of hot ash and pumice down on
nearby Pompeii and Herculaneum.
A superheated lava flow surged into
Herculaneum, destroying it; then, a
poisonous cloud of toxic gas
suffocated most of the 2,000 or so
people who had not fled Pompeii,
while a fall of hot rocks and ash killed
the rest. The cities remained buried
until their excavation beganin the
18th century.

> Vesuvius in Eruption, IMW Turner

c. 65 ce Buddhism first
appears in China,
having been carried there
by monks from India

60 ce

KUSHANAS UNITED IN INDIA

66-70 ce The Jewish
revolt against Roman
oppression ends with the
capture of Jerusalem

69 ce The Year of Four
Emperors: Vespasian wins a
civil war between rival
Roman emperors

<| Kushana gold

belt buckle 300 OC (570 OF)

74 ce The Romans
capture Masada,
ending Jewish
Zealot resistance

The lava flow
that destroyed
Pompeii reached a
temperature of over

The Kushana, descendants of the nomadic Yuezhi, had conquered
Bactria in the 2nd century Bck, but remained divided into five
kingdoms. Around 60 ck, Kujula Kadphises united the kingdoms,
and expanded into northwestern India, conquering Gandhara
and founding an empire that would soon dominate northern
India and become one of Eurasia’s most significant powers.
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80cE

ROME’S COLOSSEUM IS INAUGURATED

Commissioned by the Emperor Vespasian in 72 cg, the
Colosseum took eight years to build. The amphitheatre’s
inaugural games, held in 80 ck, lasted over 100 days and
featured gladiator fights and beast hunts, including of
exotic animals such as rhinoceros. The Colosseum was
the empire’s largest amphitheatre: it had 80 separate
entrances and held over 50,000 spectators.

A The Colosseum, Rome

100 ce The Shuowen Jiezi, c. 110 ce Envoys
the first dictionary to classify from India reportedly
Chinese characters, is finished; visit Emperor Trajan

it lists over 9,000 characters in Rome

> The Pyramid of the Sun,
Teotihuacan

c.100ce

BUILDING OF THE PYRAMID OF THE SUN

The people of the central Mexican city of Teotihuacan constructed a vast pyramid on the eastern
side of the Avenue of the Dead, the city’s main thoroughfare. Over 70 m (230 ft) high, it was faced
in limestone and painted with murals. The great building probably served as a temple;in 2013 a
statue of the fire-god Huehueteot| was found near its summit.
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101 ce

ROMAN EMPEROR TRAJAN CONQUERS DACIA

Trajan undertook two campaigns (101-102 ce and
105-106 cE) to extend Roman borders beyond the
Danube by invading the Dacian kingdom (in modern
Romania) of Decebalus. After an initial truce, the
legions returned and razed the Dacian capital
Sarmizegetusa, capturing Decebalus and reducing
Dacia to a Roman province.

76-138 ce
EMPEROR HADRIAN

The adoptive son of Trajan, Hadrian
reversed his predecessor’s
expansionist policy. He consolidated
the imperial frontiers, built
Hadrian’s Wall, and conducted
extensive tours of
the empire.
<1 Second Dacian campaign, detail of

Trajan’s column relief

c. 130 ce Kushan ruler 132ce Zhang Heng 132ce The Second
Kanishka invades northern demonstrates the first Jewish revolt against
India, conquering as far seismograph to the Han Roman rule is led by '
south as Mathura imperial court Simon Bar Kokhba C E

122 ce

HADRIAN'S WALL BUILT

On avisit to Britain in 122 cg, Emperor Hadrian ordered the
erection of a barrier to mark the northern border of the Roman
province. When completed, the 5-m (16-ft) high turf and stone
wall snaked 80 Roman miles between Wallsend on the River
Tyne and the Solway Firth, punctuated by 16 forts and
numerous fortlets and turrets for its 9,000-strong garrison.

A Hadrian’s Wall, viewed from Hotbank Crags

105-868 ck

PAPER AND

THE BOOK
Paper allowed reading 105 ce Chinese official ¢.400 ce Codices (books) 868 ce The Diamond Sutra,
material to be produced far | Cai Lun boils rags and tree | with stitched-together a Buddhist devotional tract, is
more cheaply than papyrus | bark, drying the pulp to pages (as St Cuthbert the oldest known book printed,
and vellum previously used | create paper, a durable, Gospel, above) replace produced using a single wooden

in Egypt and Greece. economical writing surface. | older, unwieldy scrolls. block per page.
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166 ce
BEGINNING OF THE
MARCOMANNIC WARS

By the 2nd century cg, Roman frontiers
came under increasing pressure from
barbarians. In 166 ce, Germanic tribes

invaded the province of Pannonia; two
years later, the Marcomanni, who had

settled near the Danube in Bohemia,
surged into Italy. Emperor Marcus
Aurelius fought them back and
campaigned across the Danube,

but it took 14 years of hard fighting
before the Marcomannic wars

were finally concluded.

[> Romans clash with Germanic tribes,
detail from Portonaccio Sarcophagus

143-161ce The Roman
frontier in Britain
is temporarily moved

north to the Antonine Wall

150 ce
NOK CULTURE FLOURISHES
IN WEST AFRICA

Arising in the fertile region around
the Benue river in central Nigeria, the
Nok culture developed iron-smelting,
and produced terracotta figurines
of humans and animals of great
sophistication. Despite dominating
a large region, within 50 years their
culture had collapsed, possibly
through overpopulation or invasion
by neighbouring groups.

> Nok terracotta figurine

169 ce An outbreak
of plague inthe Roman
Empire kills Emperor
Lucius Verus

V Temple complex at Hatra, Iraq

160 ce

KINGDOM OF HATRA AT ITS PEAK

One of the first Arab states outside the Arabian peninsula, the
kingdom of Hatra, in modern northern Iraq, reached its peak

in the 160s ck, growing rich from its position astride a major
caravan route. It resisted Roman attempts to conquer it in 117 ce
and 199 ck, but finally fell to the Sasanian ruler Shapur | in 240 cke.
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197 ce

ROMAN CIVIL WAR ENDS

The assassinations of Roman Emperor Commodus
and his successor Pertinax led to a scramble between
Pescennius Niger, governor of Syria, Clodius Albinus,
governor of Britain, and Septimius Severus, governor
of Pannonia, to seize power. First allying
himself with Albinus, Severus overcame
Niger and then in 197 ce defeated
Albinus, restoring peace and
stabilizing the empire’s frontiers.

> Septimius Severus, marble bust

180 ce Emperor 189 ce Dong Zhuo
Commodus ends the period of eunuch
makes a treaty to end rule in China and sacks the

the Marcomannic Wars capital at Luoyang

184 ce Outbreak of
Yellow Turban
Revolt in China

c.192ce
CHAMPA KINGDOM
ESTABLISHED

As internal struggles troubled
the Han dynasty, their former
dominions in southeast Asia
began to break away. In 192 ck,
the Cham established four
kingdoms around Hue in
modern Vietnam. They
absorbed Indian and Chinese
influences, dominating trade
and expanding north towards
£ China and west into the Khmer
A Yaksha (nature spirit), Champa civilization region of Cambodia.

“The Azure Sky is
already dead; the
Yellow Sky will
soon rise.”

ZHANG JUE, YELLOW TURBAN
LEADER, HOU HAN SHU,
5TH CENTURY ce
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250-900 ce

THE CLASSIC
MAYA CIVILIZATION

A sophisticated civilization of pre-
Columbian Mesoamerica developed in

the area that today encompasses southern
Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, El Salvador, and
Honduras. The indigenous peoples, now
known as the Maya, began to form complex
societies from about 2000 8ck, settling in
cities by about 750 Bck. Their distinctive
culture continued to flourish in the Classic
Period (250-900 ck), which was marked by
the introduction of their calendar, known as
the Long Count calendar. At this time, the
Maya civilization consisted of a network of

autonomous city-states linked by trade,

or by rivalry for influence in the region.
Urban centres including Tikal, Calakmul,
Copan, Palenque, and Yaxchilan were ruled
over by dynasties of “divine kings” - spiritual
as well as political and military leaders - and
an increasingly strong aristocracy. Palaces,
monuments, and pyramidal temples were
prominent in Classic Maya society; other
buildings included observatories and courts
for ceremonial ball games. Development

of a writing system produced an educated
class among which astronomy and
mathematics flourished and whose patronage
fostered a golden age of arts and crafts.

KEY MOMENTS

250-900 ck Rise of Tikal and Calakmul

The Maya civilization of the Classic Period was
marked by the rise of powerful city-states.
Foremost among these were the rival cities
of Tikal and Calakmul (left), which fought for
dominance throughout the period.

250 ce Maya script

By around 250 ck, the Maya had developed

a writing system that used symbols to
represent words and syllables. The symbols,
or glyphs, were arranged in blocks to form
words and phrases; they were written on a
form of paper made from tree bark or
inscribed on stone or ceramic artefacts (left).

¢.750-900 ce Classic Maya collapse

The Classic Maya city-states of the southern
lowlands began to decline for reasons that
remain a mystery. By about 900 ck, they were
largely abandoned (left), and the centre of
the Postclassic Maya civilization shifted north
to cities including Chichen Itza.
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Surrounded by tropical forest, the
Temple of the Inscriptions was built

on top of the pyramid housing the tomb
of K'inich Janaab’ Pakal, whose reign
(615-683 ce) marked the peak of
importance of the Classic Maya
city-state of Palenque.
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200-300ce

MOCHE CULTURE REACHES ITS PEAK IN PERU

Moche, the capital of a people of northern coastal Peru, became a centre
innovation and creativity. Its craftsmen produced beautiful go

The Temple of the Sun - a huge stepped pyramid -and
the elaborate royal tombs at Dos Cabezas reveal a
sophisticated and wealthy culture.

212ce

ANTONINE CONSTITUTION

Up to the 3rd century cge, Roman
citizenship extended to peoplein Italy,
in Roman colonies, and those rewarded
for army service. In 212 cg, Emperor
Caracalla extended it to all free adults
in the empire. He may have done so to
raise money, as citizens were liable to
inheritance duties, or to counter his
unpopularity, but the measure helped

knit the empire together in the
c.200ce The Bakshali decades to come.

manuscript is the oldest
manuscript to contain a
BE sign for zero

V Moche stirrup-spout jar

220-280ce

CHINA'S THREE KINGDOMS
By the 190s ck, the Han dynasty
had lost most of its territory to
contending warlords. One of
these, Cao Cao, reunited the
north, but he was defeated in
208 ce during his invasion of
southern China at the Battle of
the Red Cliffs. From 220 ce China
dissolved into the Three
Kingdoms of Cao Wei, Shu Han,
and Sun Wu, in a period of
disunity that lasted for 60 years.

> Cao Cao gazes at the moon the night
before the Battle of the Red Cliffs

for
Id-

and silver-electroplated jewellery and fine stirrup-spout jars.

161-223 ce
LIU BEI

After serving as a Han general, Liu Bei
allied with Cao Cao, but later turned
on him during the Red Cliffs
campaign in 208 cg, becoming
the first ruler of the Three
Kingdoms state of
Shu Han.

A Roman military tablet granting citizenship
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241ce
MANI BEGINS
PREACHING IN PERSIA

In the chaos caused by the fall of the
Persian Parthian dynasty, new
religious movements flourished. Mani,
who had been raised among one such
sect, the Mandaeans, preached a new
creed, combining elements of
Zoroastrianism and Christianity, with
an emphasis on the cosmic battle
between good and evil. Manichaeism,
which forbade its priests to marry,
spread widely, gaining adherents in
Persia and the Roman Empire.

> Writings of Mani, illuminated manuscript

235 ce Maximinus Thrax, 249 ce The Sima clan

a lowly soldier, becomes emperor, seizes power inthe
- beginning the Military Anarchy Chinese kingdom of
70 period in the Roman Empire Cao Wei
x5
o
()
2
5
]
Z
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235ce

SEVERUS ALEXANDER ASSASSINATED

The stability that Septimius Severus brought to
the Roman Empire from 194 ce was short-lived.
His great-nephew Elagabalus provoked a revolt
by his aberrant behaviour, and was murdered in
favour of his cousin, Severus Alexander. But he,
too, was assassinated in 235 ce while trying to
quell an army mutiny in Germany. Over the
next half-century he was followed by

over 25 short-lived emperors, many

of them army officers.

224 ce
ARDASHIR OVERTHROWS
THE PARTHIANS

The Parthian dynasty, rulers of Persia
since the mid-3rd century BcE, had
been weakened by Roman invasions
and a civil war that divided the
kingdom. After a Roman invasion in
216 cg, Ardashir, the local king of Pars
in the southwest, revolted. Eight years
later he defeated the last Parthian
king, Artabanus V, to found a new
dynasty, the Sasanians, that would
rule Persia for the next four centuries.

\

\ <] Severus Alexander
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c.250¢ce

YAMATO KINGDOM IN JAPAN

This kingdom arose in the area
of the sacred Mount Miwa near
Nara. One of its first rulers,
Queen Himiko, is mentioned in
a Chinese source from 238 ce. An
iron-working, agricultural, clan-based
culture, it expanded gradually
through central Japan. The Yamato
maintained links with Korea and
China, taking from them cultural
influences such as Buddhism,
bronze mirrors, writing, and
Chinese-style bureaucracy.

<l Head of a Warrior, Yamato period

251ce Persian Sassanid

Roman emperor Decius
is killed at Battle of

Abrittus against the Goths

260 ce Persian Sassanid 260ce The 275ce St Anthony
ruler Shapur | defeats breakaway Gallic establishes a monastery
and captures Roman Empire is established in the Egyptian desert
emperor Valerian by Postumus

c.250¢ce
CITY OF TIAHUANACO
ESTABLISHED

Tiahuanaco, near Lake Titicaca in
western Bolivia, began its rise to
power. Raised-mound agriculture
watered by irrigation channels
created food surpluses that
enabled the building of a grand
ceremonial capital featuring the
monolithic Gateway of the Sun
and a semi-subterranean temple
adorned with images of a Staff
God. Tiahuanaco’s potters
produced distinctive polychrome
drinking vessels decorated with
human heads, jaguars,and pumas.

¥V Ruins of Tiahuanaco, Bolivia
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“You demand my
surrender as though
269 ce
ZENOBIA OF PALMYRA you were not aware
TAKES SYRIA AND EGYPT that Cleopatra

After the assassination of her

husband Odaenathus, a strong p refe r red to d |e a
Roman ally, Zenobia of Palmyra
revolted against the Romans. Her q ueen rat h er t h an

armies seized Syria and Egypt
before attacking Asia Minor. With
the Roman position in the east

remain alive.”

under threat, Emperor Aurelian ZENOBIA OF PALMYRA, IN RESPONSE
marched to meet her, defeating TO EMPEROR AURELIAN, FROM
the Palmyrenes at Antioch and HISTORIA AUGUSTA, 4TH CENTURY ce

then besieging Palmyra, where
he captured Zenobia.

<l Queen Zenobia Addressing her Soldiers,
Giovanni Battista Tiepolo

[ T

% : 280cE
% THE WESTERN JIN
REUNITE CHINA

Sima Yan, the grandson of a former
imperial general, deposed the last Cao
Wei emperor in 265 cg, declaring himself
the first ruler of a new dynasty, the
Western Jin. He established a new legal
code, devolved power to the imperial
princes, and then in 280 ce conquered
the state of Eastern Wu. However, this
reunification of China did not long
survive Sima Yan's death a decade later.

V Sima Yan (Emperor Wu of Jin)

284 ce

DIOCLETIAN DECLARED ROMAN EMPEROR

Diocletian was of humble birth but rose through the army ranks
and was declared emperor after the Emperor Numerian died in
mysterious circumstances during a campaign against Persia.
Strong, and with a genius for organization, he saw that one
man alone could not end the Military Anarchy:in 286ce he
chose another officer, Maximian, to be co-emperor, later
extending the system to four emperors (the Tetrarchy).

% A The Tetrarchs, porphyry sculpture



301ce Diocletian issues 303 ce Diocletian orders

the Edict on Maximum Christian persecution,
Prices, an attempt to killing many who refuse to
B E control inflation renounce their faith
c.300ce Start of
the Classic

Maya period
in Mesoamerica

<| Stoneware from
China’s Sixteen
Kingdoms Period

304 ce

NORTHERN CHINA BREAKS INTO 16 KINGDOMS

The Western Jin dynasty became increasingly reliant on

non-Chinese northern nomad soldiers such as the

Southern Xiongnu. In 304 ck, Liu Yuan, a commander with

Xiongnu origins, overthrew the final Jin emperor and
declared his own Han Zhao Dynasty. Northern China
dissolved into a chaotic mosaic of small states, known as

the Sixteen Kingdoms, ruled by other nomadic groups

such as the Xianbei and Jie, until its reunification by

the Northern Wei in 439 ck.

320cE

CHANDRAGUPTA ESTABLISHES THE GUPTA EMPIRE

The grandson of Gupta, founder of a small state in Magadha in
north-eastern India, Chandragupta established his dynasty’s
power by marrying a princess of the neighbouring Licchavi
state. He expanded his domains into Ayodhya and southern
Bihar, beginning the growth of the Gupta empire that would
dominate northern India until the 5th century cke.

A Gupta dynasty sculpture of Krishna killing the demon Keshi




312ce
BATTLE OF THE
MILVIAN BRIDGE

Diocletian’s Tetrarchy (governance
of the Roman Empire by four
rulers) became destabilized after
the death of Constantius | in

306 ce and the declaration of his
son, Constantine, as emperor.

A struggle ensued with Maxentius,
son of Diocletian’s former co-
emperor Maximian, who claimed
rule over the western empire.
Allied with Licinius in the east,
Constantine marched on Italy,
defeating Maxentius in a battle at
the Milvian Bridge outside Rome.

<] Battle of the Milvian Bridge

320 ce Ezana of the

Ethiopian kingdom

of Aksum is converted
to Christianity

325ce The Council of
Nicaea, a meeting of Christian
bishops, agrees the first official
Christian doctrine

300 ce-359ceE 63

330ce
CONSTANTINE FOUNDS A NEW
EASTERN ROMAN CAPITAL

After defeating Licinius, his last rival,
Constantine | chose the site of the
old Greek city of Byzantium to found
a new capital to consolidate his rule.
Calling it Nova Roma (“New Rome” -
though it soon took his own name as
Constantinople), he established a
new Senate, and had a grand imperial
place, baths, a vast Hippodrome and
imposing Christian churches built
there. The new city, the imperial
capital for over 1,000 years, was
embellished with statues taken

from throughout the empire.

<] Constantine’s Column, Istanbul

309 0

“No one whatsoever should be denied the
opportunity to give his heart to the observance of ....
that religion which he should think best for himself.”

45-500 ce
THE SPREAD OF
CHRISTIANITY

[}

Christianity spreads from its
Judaean heartland in the
mid-40s ce with missionary
journeys by St Paul to Antioch
and Asia Minor.

301ce Armenia becomes
first Christian state when
its ruler Tiridates Ill is
converted by St Gregory
the llluminator.

313 ce By the Edict of
Milan, Constantine |
tolerates Christianity and
other religionsin the
Roman Empire.

THE EDICT OF MILAN, 313 ce

391ce Theodosius | bans
pagan worship in the Roman
Empire. Many temples are
attacked and destroyed by
Christian mobs.

497 ce The Frankish king
Clovis converts to
Christianity, accepting
baptism into the Roman
Catholic Church.
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c.250-476 ce

THE DECLINE AND
FALL OF ROME

By the 4th century, the Roman Empire was
under increasing pressure from barbarians
intent on plundering or settling within

the empire. The costs and bureaucracy
needed to defend its borders could not

be supported, and the empire was

unable to cope with attacks on multiple
fronts, suffering frequent incursions

that devastated its frontier provinces.

To manage the threat, the empire was
forced to recruit barbarian mercenaries

to man its armies, and even its best
generals, such as Flavius Stilicho
(c.359-408 ck), were of Germanic origin.

From the 390s ck, Alaric and his Goths
devastated the Balkans, even invading Italy;
and in 407 ck a large group of Vandals,
Alans, and Sueves crossed the Rhine into
Gaul, and occupied much of Spain and
North Africa. With central control receding,
the empire’s tax base shrank and it became
unable to defend its provinces in the west.
Rome was sacked by Vandals and the last
Western Emperor, Romulus Augustulus,
was deposed by his Germanic army chief
Odovacer in 476 ck. In contrast, the Eastern
Roman emperors stabilized the Balkans, and
their line survived almost 1,000 years.

KEY MOMENTS

c.250-476 ce Protecting the borders

A weakened Roman Empire responded to the
barbarian threat by reinforcing its frontiers.
The army became divided into frontier
garrisons (see left) and elite mobile field
armies in a system that was costly to fund.

c. 409-800 ce The Germanic kingdoms

The Germanic barbarians established
kingdoms in the Roman provinces they
occupied: the Franks in Gaul, the Visigoths
(left) in Spain, and the Ostrogoths in Italy.
Except in Britain, their rulers based themselves
in old Roman cities and made use of former
Roman officials in their governments.

452 ce Pope Leo | meets Attila the Hun
Attila, king of the Huns, led an army across the
Danube into Northern Italy, taking ten cities.
An embassy led by Pope Leo | (Jeft) met with
Attila in an attempt to persuade him not to
march on Rome. The Huns withdrew, but
probably to avoid harsh winter conditions.
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Exquisitely carved in Proconnesian
marble, the mid-3rd century Ludovisi
sarcophagus shows a battle between
Romans and barbarians, possibly Goths.
The central mounted figure probably
represents the deceased Roman soldier
within the sarcophagus.
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378 cE

ROMAN ARMY ROUTED
In the 370s ck, the Goths
wished to settle in the Eastern
Roman Empire. At first denied
entry, then mistreated by
Roman officials, in 378 ce they
surged into the Balkans. The
Eastern Roman emperor
Valens intercepted them near
Adrianople. Finding fewer
Goths than expected, he
attacked without waiting for
reinforcements. The Goth
cavalry - returning from a
foraging expedition - swelled
Goth numbers and destroyed
the Romans.

< The Battle of Adrianople

360 cke Julian
becomes Roman
emperor, beginning
a pagan resurgence

378 cE

SIJAY K'AK" CONQUERS MAYA CITY OF TIKAL

The Maya of Tikal, close to Lake Petén, had expanded
their territory slowly throughout the Guatemalan
lowlands. However, in 378 ce a new dynasty took
power after Sijay K’ak’, an outsider from the city of
Teotihuacan in central Mexico, overthrew the
native dynasty and installed Yax Nuun Ayiin
as ruler. Mexican cultural influence
in Tikal grew and in this “New Order”,
Tikal absorbed territory to the

north and east, becoming the most
powerful of the Maya city-states.

> Temple ruins,
Mayan city of Tikal
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386¢ce
TOBA WEI REUNIFY
NORTHERN CHINA

The chaotic 16 Kingdoms period “ T h e renown ed C |ty,
began to resolve itself in 386 ce .

when the Toba-a non-Han the Cap|ta| Of the
Chinese Turkic people - asserted . .
their independence. Their ruler Roman Emplre, IS
Toba Gui declared himself first I | d .

emperor of the Wei dynasty in Swallowe u p Inone
399 ce and began an expansion of . )
Toba territory that within 40 tremendOUS fl re.
years reunified northern China.

The Wei adopted Buddhism and OROSIUS, LETTER TO GAUDENTIUS,
were patrons of Buddhist art. ABOUT THE SACK OF ROME IN 410 ce

< Buddhist carvings at Yungang
Caves, commissioned by the Wei

404 ce Gwanggaeto, ruler 405ce St Jerome 406 ce Yandals, Sueves,
of the Korean state of completes the and Alan barbarians
Silla, defeats aninvasion Vulgate translation cross the Rhine frontier of

from Yamato Japan of the Bible the Roman Empire in force

410 ce

GOTHS UNDER ALARIC SACK ROME

Frustrated at years of broken Roman promises of land for his
people, the Gothic chieftain Alaric invaded Italy, aiming to
capture Rome itself. A first siege was lifted after the payment
of a huge tribute, but Emperor Honorius broke off further
negotiations and, after a new siege, the Goths broke into the
city in August 410 ck, ransacking many of its buildings.

> The sack of Rome by Alaric’s Goths

400-1700 ce
DEVELOPMENT OF
CHINESE PAINTING

[}

From the 5th century cg, Chinese ¢.400 ce Gui Kaizhi, c. 750 ce Wang Wei c. 1500 The “Four Masters of 1650-1700 Under the
artists developed advanced aleading artist of the introduces ink and the Ming”, including Shen Zhou, | early Qing, individualistic
brushwork techniques and Northern Wei, is among wash landscape emphasize individual expression painting styles emerge,
established a tradition of landscape | the first major advocates painting during the and bring Chinese painting to notably the fluid brushwork

painting that endured for centuries. | of landscape painting. Tang artistic revival. new heights. of Shitao (above).
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c.450ce
KINGDOM OF AKSUM  f§5&
ATITS HEIGHT E==

The Christian kingdom of Aksum i
(centred on modern Eritrea and . o
Ethiopia), reached its zenithinthe 8
5th century ce. The first sub-
Saharan state to issue coinage,
its merchants traded as far
as Alexandria, linking into
Mediterranean networks, and its
rulers erected huge stelae in the
capital, Aksum.

> King Ezana’s Stela,
Aksum, 4th century ce 1 '

A The Course of Empire, Destruction by
Thomas Cole imagines the sack of Rome

439 ce The Vandals
capture Carthage, -
‘ capital of Roman :
North Africa r

450 ce Execution of Cui
Hao, chief architect of
the Northern Wei
reformsin China

426 ce

ST AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO
COMPLETES CITY OF GOD

« .
After a career as a professor in The World IS
Milan, Augustine converted to .
Christianity and became first a paSSI ng awaY’ the
priest and then a bishop in Hippo . . .
plecuios in his native North Africa. His World IS IOSIng |t$
uales ke mobilm ' writings helped reconcile Classical H H
flecarl - mas i <
i "M:iw‘f,’, ; ’mg"'fm,"',es' m philosophy and Christian teaching, g rl p’ the WO rI d IS
mh@go&lmt__._ s punl.| ahd in his City of God he told the ShOI’t Of breath
wu-:hm—amgi::mt‘ S:ux,.xln;ﬁﬁes&r;.km:t:lﬁmquuﬂ! history of the world thrOUgh
qmeccofd queenminalaz i écaontlafacal TN divine providence, refuting

pocsamaz blioal gboso . l1g Fniell | €2 - ST AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO,
aﬂ%ﬁ‘if:ll;ﬁd;ﬂ@. mrc‘gxclhbiopmcmmncd.\o:mmmoﬂ{- \ i SUggeStlonS that the sack of

Capialo prnecdvlosaviificiosael ixoalosglests Rome in 410 ce had been divine SERMON 81
= Y . punishment for the rejection

of paganism.

<] St Augustine’s City of God,
Spanish translation
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455 ce

THE VANDALS SACK ROME

In the 440s, the Roman Emperor
Valentinian Il strove to keep the peace
with the Germanic Vandal barbarians,
even betrothing his daughter Eudocia
to the Vandal prince Huneric.
Valentinian’s successor Petronius
Maximus broke this agreement.
Outraged, Huneric’s father, the Vandal
King Genseric, landed with a fleet near
Ostia and marched on Rome, stripping
it of its remaining ancient treasures.
Roman fleets sent in 460 ce and

468 ce to exact vengeance on the
Vandals were easily destroyed,
confirming Rome’s terminal weakness.

467ce The death of

Skandagupta marks the
start of the decline of

the Indian Gupta Empire

451ce Attila the Hun

fails to defeat a Roman-

Visigothic army at the
Catalaunian Fields

455ce The Anglo-
Saxon invasion of > Romulus, bust
England begins
(traditional date)

476 ce

LAST WESTERN EMPEROR

In 475 cg, the Roman official Orestes
deposed Emperor Julius Nepos and
elevated his own son Romulus to the
throne. A revolt broke out among
the Germanic mercenaries in the
army, who demanded one-third of
Italy’s land. When Orestes refused, their
general, Odoacer, seized the imperial
capital Ravenna and deposed Romulus,
the very last Western Roman emperor.

V The Monkey, Nazca line

c.450ce

NAZCA PEOPLE MAKE GEOGLYPHS IN THE DESERT

In the mid-5th century ck, the Nazca people of the southern Peruvian
desert created some of the world’s most spectacular geoglyphs (massive
designs made by using coloured sand and gravel placed into shallow
trenches). Some are hundreds of metres in length and depict animals
such as monkeys, hummingbirds, and spiders; they can only be clearly
seen from the air.




70 480 ce-539ce

493 ce
THEODORIC, RULER OF THE OSTROGOTHS,
DEFEATS ODOACER

In 489 ck, the Ostrogothic king Theodoric invaded Italy,
encouraged by the eastern Roman Emperor Zeno
to overthrow the Germanic king Odoacer who was
threatening the Roman frontier. After a long struggle,
Theodoric entered Ravenna in 493 ce and, under cover
of a truce, murdered Odoacer. He ruled ltaly as a king,
respecting Roman rights and laws.

< Theodoric, ruler of the Ostrogoths

480 ce Hephthalites c.500ce The Mon state
from Central Asia invade of Dvaravati emerges
the Gupta empire, in Thailand, acting as a

hastening its collapse conduit for Indian culture

A Silver-gilt dish of King Peroz

484 ce
HEPHTHALITE HUNS KILL
THE SASANIAN RULER

In 484 cg, Sasanian ruler Peroz
marched east to face the
Hephthalite Huns who had
pressed against Persia’s eastern
frontier since the 450s ce. He
suffered a devastating defeat
and was killed near Balkh.
Pillaged by the Hephthalites,
Persia suffered a period of
chaos until the accession of
Peroz’s grandson Khosrow |
nearly 50 years later.

497 ce Clovis, King of

the Franks, is baptized,

the first major Germanic
ruler to accept Catholicism

c.500ce

RISE OF HUARI CULTURE

The Huari began to flourish in
the central Highlands of Peru.
They expanded from their
capital Huari near Ayacucho,
with its monumental stone
enclosures and D-shaped
temples, to occupy much of
the former territory of the
Moche. Their bright textiles
and ceramics carrying images
of the staff god, a rectangular
figure with a lavish headdress,
spread widely throughout
their empire.

A Huari shaw!




529 ce

EASTERN ROMAN EMPEROR
JUSTINIAN ISSUES HIS LAW CODE

To rationalize the imperial laws that had built
up over many centuries, Emperor Justinian

appointed a 10-man legal commission to
produce a single law code. Two years later,
in 529 cg, their work was complete and the
Code (together with its later revisions),
became the Eastern Roman Empire’s sole
source of law and a hugely influential legal

480 ce-539 ce 71

482-565cE
JUSTINIAN |

One of the greatest eastern Roman
emperors, Justinian reconquered
lost western provinces in North
Africa, Italy, and Spain, issued a
new law code, and built the
church of Hagia Sophia,

Constantinople.

document for many centuries.

< Alater edition of Justinian’s Body of Civil Law

536 ce Eastern Roman
general Belisarius
recaptures Rome from

the Ostrogoths

c.535ce Nubia
fragments into three
kingdoms - Nobatia, Alwa,
and Makuria

507ce Clovis defeats
the Visigoths at Vouille, 3 ‘

driving them into Spain ) =T e
— g . | . - P

538 ck

BUDDHISM REACHES JAPAN

Keen to attract allies against China, the ruler of the
Korean state of Baekje sent a mission to Japan, ;

which carried with it images of the Buddha and L) ] e b=

sacred texts. The religion faced fierce opposition . == = = - -

from Japanese nobles, but the emperor Kinmei A Asuka-dera temple, Japan
entrusted the Buddhist gifts to Soga no Iname,
whose clan became the first Japanese Buddhists
and built its first Buddhist temple, the Asuka-Dera.

Average summer temperatures fell by
2°C (3.6 °F) in summer 536 cg, beginning the
coldest decade in Europe for over 2,000 years




542ce

PLAGUE OF JUSTINIAN

The first known epidemic of bubonic
plague entered the Byzantine empire
through the port of Pelusium in Egypt
and then spread, reaching the imperial
capital Constantinople, where it left
streets littered with corpses. Emperor
Justinian contracted the disease, but
recovered. The plague claimed around
40 per cent of the population of the
eastern Mediterranean, caused huge
disruption to agriculture, commerce,
and military recruitment, and severely
weakened the Byzantine empire.

< Prayers for the victims
of the Justinianic Plague

c.570ce Khan

550 ce Kingdom of
Ghana founded - the Bayam establishes
first of the great West the Avar kingdom in
central Europe

African states

In 542 ce, around 10,000 people died
of plague every day in Constantinople

568 ce

LOMBARDS INVADE ITALY

The Lombards, a Germanic people based
in Pannonia (modern Hungary) took advantage
of the weakness of Byzantine rule following the

prolonged war with the Ostrogoths and the
Justinianic Plague to cross the Alps into
Italy. Their king Audoin rapidly overran the
north, capturing Pavia in 572 cg; however,
the Lombard kingdom soon fragmented
into feuding duchies.

<! Detail from helmet
of Lombard king Agilulf




587 ce
VISIGOTHIC KING OF SPAIN
CONVERTS TO CATHOLICISM

The Visigoths, previously adherents of the
Arian form of Christianity popular among
Germanic groups, adopted Catholicism
when their king Reccared converted in
587ce. The new creed was proclaimed at a
Council at Toledo in 589. Despite sporadic
uprisings against the new religious policies,
it helped integrate Visigoths and Romans
and lent the support of the Catholic Church
in strengthening the Visigothic monarchy.

570cke Birth of the

<I Baptism of the
Visigoths in Spain
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593 ce
PRINCE SHOTOKU BECOMES
REGENT OF JAPAN

After his aunt Suiko became empress
of Japan, Shotoku Taishi was chosen
to act as regent by the leader of the
powerful Soga clan. He ruled wisely,
cementing strong links with China
and establishing a Chinese-style
bureaucratic system with a hierarchy
of ranks. He introduced the
Seventeen-Article Constitution -
amoral code for the ruling class -
and promoted Buddhism, building
great temples including the
Horya-jiin Ikaruga.

<l Prince Shotoku

.O

597 ce St Augustine arrives

Prophet Muhammad in Kent ona mission sent by

in the western Arabian Pope Gregory | to convert the
town of Mecca Anglo-Saxons

589 ce

CHINA UNIFIED

In 581ck, a court official,
Yang Jian, overthrew the
Northern Zhou dynasty and
established the Sui. As
Emperor Wen, he secured
the north, then invaded
southern China, defeating
the Chen dynasty and
capturing its capital Nanjing.
With China united in 589 ce
after three centuries, he
embarked on schemes such
as building the Grand Canal,
the expense of which
contributed to his dynasty’s
collapse within 30 years.

A Emperor Wen and boats on the Grand Canal
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642ce
SASANIAN PERSIA
CONQUERED

Having swept through
Byzantine-controlled Palestine
and Syria, Muslim Arab armies
invaded the Sasanian Persian
empire. They won a series of
victories against the Persians
at al-Qadisiyyah and
elsewhere, before destroying
the last major Persian army at
Nihavand in 642 ce. With most
of his generals dead, the
Persian ruler escaped, leaving
his empire in the hands of the
Islamic caliphate.

A The Battle of Al-Qadisiyyah, from a Persian manuscript

613 ce The Prophet
Muhammad begins
preaching in Mecca

622 ce The Hijra, or Hegira,
the journey of Muhammad
and his followers from Mecca to
Medina, begins the Islamic era

618 ce

FOUNDATION OF THE TANG

The failed military campaigns and massive projects undertaken
by Yang, the Chinese Sui emperor, caused widespread revolt.

To stem the chaos, army general Li Yuan took control,

deposed the emperor, and declared his own Tang dynasty.

Within six years Li Yuan, now emperor Gaozu, had

defeated the rebels and united China under Tang

rule, a period that lasted nearly 300 years.

“With history as a mirror, one can
understand the rise and fall of a nation.”

TAIZONG, SECOND TANG EMPEROR, POSTHUMOUSLY PUBLISHED, c. 640 ce
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646ce

TAIKA REFORMS IN JAPAN

The Japanese court had, for half a century, been dominated by the
corrupt Soga clan. A coup led by Prince Naka no Oe and Nakatomi
no Kamatari ended Soga influence and a new emperor was installed,
his reign referred to as the Taika era. A series of reforms were
instituted, based on the model of Tang China. Private ownership

of land was abolished, direct control by the emperor over the
administration imposed, laws codified, and a fair tax system
instituted. These Taika reforms greatly strengthened Japan.

<! Nakatomi no Kamatari

esmges 668 ce
UNIFICATION OF KOREA

UNDER THE SILLA

In 660 ck, King Munmu of the Korean
state of Silla attacked the rival kingdom
of Baekje. Within eight years he overcame
both Baekje and the third Korean state,
Koguryo, expelled Tang Chinese forces, and
united Korea for the first time, establishing
a government modelled on that of the Tang.

[> Silla dynasty
stoneware ossuary

672 ce Tikal conquers
Dos Pilas to become the
dominant Maya city-state

- ’L.J—”iy7;;:‘_‘.\ B Y /;T : 650 ce

o {’,{j;‘,'" e [=(L, . ~<Ts | COMPILATION OF THE QURAN
looemsly :{C' e “‘:; After the death of the Prophet
Z.‘.u_J[;er.;/.L_l,U[J_o A Muhammad in 632 c, disputes

] ; 4 “; V/:j_.;.;.__J | arose about who should succeed
s
i v/rg_, Z:‘ i: I:ﬁ[{,_[ ; him, and the need grew for an

; gd-ls/ .‘-‘u- VI.L- | agreed text of the Quran, which

G 1:_’/[’ p :":_‘{I’L ade had previously been trar?stmitted
,.J’P« ; j orally. The process of writing down

i the sacred book was completed

under Caliph Uthman around

650 cg, and the earliest surviving

manuscripts date shortly after him.
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<] Birmingham Quran manuscript
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711 ce

ARAB-BERBER ARMY
INVADES SPAIN

Having conquered North
Africa, the forces of the
Umayyad caliphate crossed
into Visigoth-ruled Spainin
711 ce. This Arab-Berber army
led by Tarig ibn Ziyad defeated
the Visigothic king Roderic at
Guadalete and within six

years had overrun the whole
of the Iberian peninsula save for
small Christian-ruled enclaves
in the north.
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725ce The Hohokam

build settlements with
complex irrigation channels
in Arizona’s Sonora Desert
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732ce The Franks defeat
an Arab army at Tours,
halting the Islamic empire’s
northward advance

726 ce
ICONOCLASM IN THE
BYZANTINE EMPIRE

The veneration of icons (portraits

of Christ and the saints) was popular
in the Byzantine Empire, butin 726 ce
Emperor Leo Il instituted a policy of
iconoclasm, banning their worship
and ordering their destruction.

Leo and his senior clerics blamed
Byzantine defeats against the Arabs
on divine displeasure at icon
veneration, and the policy, although
unpopular among many ordinary
Byzantines, lasted over 60 years.

<] Byzantine iconoclasts
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751ce
PEPIN 111 BECOMES
KING OF THE FRANKS

The Merovingian dynasty in
Francia had become weak,
dominated by the mayors of the
palace, its most senior officials,
drawn from the Carolingian
family. In 751, the Carolingian
Pepin the Short deposed the last
Merovingian ruler Childeric Il
and, with the blessing of the

E Pope, had himself crowned king
35 and restored royal authority.
3
s
o
E’ <] Pepin Ill “the Short”, Carolingian king
2
[
N
751ce An Arab army of 752ce The Lombards 755ce The An
the Abbasid Caliphate conquer Ravenna, Lushan Rebellion
defeats the Tang Chinese at the last major Byzantine weakens the Tang
the Battle of the Talas River holding in northern Italy Chinese empire

756 ce Abd al-Rahman |
750 ce declares the Umayyad

ABBASIDS OVERTHROW THE UMAYYADS " "=

Growing discontent with the Syrian-based Umayyad
caliphs led to a revolt by Abu al-Abbas al-Saffah, a
descendent of Mohammad’s uncle. He defeated the
Umayyad caliph and established his Abbasid caliphate
in Irag, where his successor al-Mansur founded Baghdad.

</ Baghdad in the time of al-Mansur

715-1450
MEDIEVAL
ILLUMINATED BOOKS
[ ]
Lavish hand-painted manuscripts, often | c.715ce The Lindisfarne | 781ce The Godescalc ¢.1113 The Russian 1405-08 The Book of
of religious or historical works, were Gospels, named for the Evangelistary is Primary Chronicle charts | Hours of Jean, Duke of
produced in the millennium after monastery where they commissioned by the history of Russia from Berry, and similar prayer
500 ck, at first in monasteries but later, were kept, have a jewel- the Carolingian ruler early times to the accession | collections become popular

as literacy spread, for wealthy patrons. encrusted outer binding. | Charlemagne. of Vladimir Ill. with rich patrons.
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786 ce
HARUN AL-RASHID
BECOMES ABBASID CALIPH

Harun’s accession on the
death of his brother began
a golden age for the
Abbasid caliphate in which
the arts and sciences
flourished and embassies
were sent as far as Francia
and Tang China. Assisted by his
viziers, Harun strengthened the
caliphal government, which he
transferred from Baghdad to
Raqgga later in his reign.

> Harun al-Rashid

c.800ce

BOROBUDUR TEMPLES BUILT

This complex of Buddhist temples was built by the Sailendra
rulers of central Java, funded by the wealth of their maritime
empire. The largest Buddhist monument in the world, it was
built in the form of a three-dimensional mandala that guides
pilgrims through three levels symbolizing the soul’s journey
towards nirvana. It remained an important centre of
Buddhist worship until its abandonment in the 11th century.

> Borobudur temple

787 ce The Council of Nicaea
ends the iconoclast controversy in
the Byzantine empire by making
the veneration of icons legal again

774 ce Frankish ruler
Charlemagne conquers
the Lombard kingdom of Italy

> The Lindisfarne Stone
records a Viking raid

793 ce
FIRST VIKING RAID
IN NORTH-WEST EUROPE

A Viking attack on the monastery of Lindisfarne off
the north-east coast of England marked the start of
two centuries in which raiders from Scandinavia preyed
on the coastlines of northern Europe. Their longships,
which were able to move swiftly and land in shallow
waters, and their ability as warriors, helped the Vikings
conqguer most of Anglo-Saxon England and bring the
Frankish kingdoms close to collapse.

794 ce The Japanese
imperial capital movesto
Heian (modern-day Kyoto)

c.747-814 ce
CHARLEMAGNE

Charlemagne strengthened the
Frankish government and legal
system, and assumed the title of
Emperor of the Romans. He
extended Frankish power into
Spain, Saxony, Italy, and
Central Europe.
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802ce

The temple complex JAYAVARMAN 11 FOUNDS
at Borobudur contains THE KHMER EMPIRE

Declaring himself chakravartin
5 04 B u d d ha Statu es (universal rgler),Jayavarman
asserted the independence of

the Khmer from the Javanese

Sailendra. He established himself

in the Angkor region, the first

Khmer ruler to do so. His

successors would later build the

enormous temple complex that
includes Angkor Wat.

A Jayavarman I

800 ce Ibrahim ibn Aghlab 801ce The Gurjara-Pratihara
establishes the Aghlabid dynasty becomes powerful under
empire, based at Kairouan Nagabhata I, later conquering
(in modern Tunisia) Kannaujin northern India

800 ce
CHARLEMAGNE CROWNED
ROMAN EMPEROR

The Frankish ruler Charlemagne
was crowned by Pope Leo Il in
St Peter’s Basilica, Rome. The
ceremony, on Christmas Day,
symbolically established
Charlemagne as the heir to
the western Roman empire,
confirming his power and
beginning a line of Holy Roman
Emperors that would stretch
into the 19th century.

¥V Coronation of Charlemagne
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800-1300

ISLAMIC SCIENCE

The five centuries from 800 cE saw science
flourish in the Islamic lands as scholars built
on a legacy inherited from the classical
empires and made advances of their own.
The conquest of the eastern provinces
of the Roman empire and the Persian
Sasanian empire left the Islamic caliphate in
control of important libraries and traditions
of scholarship. The practical demands of
medicine, architecture, and commerce, and
the need to understand the geography of a
vast empire led Muslim rulers to sponsor
the translation of texts such as the Roman
astronomer Ptolemy’s Aimagest.

The courts of the Umayyad and Abbasid
caliphs at Damascus and Baghdad, and in

regional centres such as Cérdoba in Spain,
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became centres of learning, where
experimentation and scientific advances
outstripped those in Europe. Thinkers such
as Al-Khwarizmi (c.780-850 ce) developed
algebra as a distinct discipline and provided
solutions to quadratic equations, while
in the 11th century, Ibn Sina (Avicenna)
devised notions of impetus and inertia that
went beyond the work of Aristotle. Al-Biruni
(973-1048 ck) calculated the radius of Earth
by measuring the height of a mountain.
From the 15th century, as new centralized
Islamic empires emerged in India, Turkey,
and Persia, Islamic science turned to
producing compendia of existing
knowledge rather than innovation.
Its greatest age began to wane.

KEY MOMENTS

From c. 770 ce Translating classical works
Abbasid caliphs such as al-Mansur (r. 754-

775 ce) established a library in Baghdad. This
Bayt al-Hikma (“House of Wisdom”) attracted
scholars who translated classical manuscripts
such as De Materia Medica by Dioscorides,
(left) from Latin, Greek, and Persian into Arabic.

From c. 800 ck Islamic medicine

Physicians such as Persian Al-Razi (854-925ck)
made sophisticated observations (for
example, distinguishing measles from
smallpox for the first time), while the Canon
of Medicine by lbn Sina (980-1037) became a
key medical textbook for centuries (left).

From c. 800 ce The physical sciences
Islamic scholars made great advances in
optics, classified chemical substances for
the first time, and produced sophisticated
astronomical charts, such as this exposition
(left) of the phases of the Moon produced by
the scholar Abu Rayhan al-Biruni (973-1050).
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The Islamic world developed a
sophisticated cartographic tradition
beginning with the al-Balkhi school in
Baghdad in the 9th century ce. This map,
compiled by the geographer al-Istakhri
around 970 ck, shows the world divided
into halves by two great seas.
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822ce
BAYT AL-HIKMA (HOUSE
OF WISDOM) FOUNDED

A centre for scholarship and, in particular,
the translation of Latin and Greek texts into
Arabic, the Bayt al-Hikma was established in

Baghdad by Caliph al-Mamun. It hosted
scholars such as the mathematician
al-Khwarizmi, the “father of algebra”, and
enabled Arab thinkers to have access to
classical works of philosophy and science.

A The House of Wisdom

c. 811ce The first paper
money appears in China,
where it is known as
“flying money”

811ce The Bulgarian Khan Krum
defeats and kills the Byzantine emperor
Nicephorus at Pliska, leading to an
extension of the First Bulgarian Empire

831ce

PALERMO FALLS

After the Sicilian city of Palermo was
taken by Muslim Aghlabid forces,
the Tunisian-based emirate came to
dominate the entire island by 902 ct.
Palermo prospered under the rule
of Ziyadat Allah | (r.817-38 ce) and
his successors, becoming an
important trading centre where
Islamic, Byzantine, Jewish, and
western Christian influences fused
to create a rich hybrid culture that
thrived until the 13th century.

A Arabic map of Sicily



843 ck

THE TREATY OF VERDUN

On the death of Charlemagne,
his great empire was inherited
by his son, who ruled as Louis
the Pious for 26 years. When
Louis died in 840 ck, his sons
became embroiled in a civil
war. After two years of bitter
fighting, a division was agreed
at Verdun, which gave France
to Charles the Bald, the
German lands to Louis, and
the areain the middle
(Lotharingia) to Lothar.

<l Treaty of Verdun, miniature

848ce The kingdom of
Pagan is founded in
Myanmar’s Irrawaddy Valley
by the Mranma

850ce The Chola ruler
Vijayala captures the city
of Tanjore in south India
from the Pandyas

841ce

DUBLIN SETTLED BY VIKINGS

The Irish city was initially settled as a longphort
(fortified harbour) for raids inland. However, by
the 850s cke it had developed into the Kingdom
of Dublin under Olaf the White and his brother
fmar, whose rulers held the area, oftenin
alliance with the Viking kingdom of York,

until the 11th century.

V An early Chinese depiction of firearms in use

<] Viking war axe

810 ce-869ce| 83

FUJIWARA NO YOSHIFUSA

In 858 c, Fujiwara no Yoshifusa was
appointed sessho (regent) to his
nine-year-old grandson Seiwa. He

began a line of Fujiwara regents
who served as the real rulers
of Japan until the
mid-12th century.

858 ce Fujiwara no Yoshifusa
of Japan’s influential Fujiwara clan
becomes regent, beginning three
centuries of Fujiwara domination

c.850cE
GUNPOWDER
IS FORMULATED

Daoist monks in China,
searching for the elixir of
immortality, produced a
formula for gunpowder. It
was known that saltpetre
had medicinal properties
but, when mixed with
sulphur and charcoal, it
became combustible. In the
11th century it was used to
produce the first firearms,
such as flame-throwers and
explosive arrows.
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874 ce

ICELAND SETTLED BY VIKINGS

Led by IngdIfur Arnarson, hundreds
of Vikings migrated from Scandinavia to
Iceland. Thousands more followed in a

time known as the landnam (“land-taking”).

They soon established farms across the
whole island and developed an Icelandic
Commonwealth, governed from
930ck by the Althing, one of
the world’s first
parliaments.

<1 Viking bronze figure of
Thor, Iceland, c.1000

878 ce
ALFRED THE GREAT
DEFEATS THE VIKINGS

At the Battle of Edington, Alfred
saved his Kingdom of Wessex from
conquest by the Norse raiders of
the Great Heathen Army who had
defeated the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms
one by one since their arrival in
England in 865ck. The Vikings
caught Alfred by surprise, forcing
him to flee into marshes around
Athelney, but he regrouped and was
victorious at Edington, forcing the
Vikings to sue for peace.

> King Alfred the Great

c.882ck

OLEG, CHIEFTAIN OF THE RUS VIKINGS,
BECOMES RULER OF KIEV

Moving from his base around Novgorod, the chieftan Oleg

defeated his rivals Askold and Dir and took their stronghold

at Kiev. He transferred his capital there, raiding local Slav tribes

such as the Drevlians, who he forced to pay tribute. As Kiev’s
@, power grew, it became the nucleus of the Kievan Rus state.

A Oleg of Novgorod in battle

896 ce Tsar Symeon
of Bulgaria defeatsa
Byzantine army at
Bulgarophygon

“The heathen, terrified
by hunger, cold, fear,
and last of all by despair,
begged for peace.”

ASSER, LIFE OF ALFRED, c. 900 ce
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<] Toltec statue from Tula

c.900cE

TOLTEC CAPITAL OF TULA FLOURISHES

Located in Hidalgo state, Mexico, Tula was the Toltec capital. Extending
over some 8 sq km (3 sg miles), the city contained several temple
pyramids (notably the five-stepped pyramid of Quetzalcoatl), ball
courts, and many huge anthropomorphic statues of warriors. Tula
was the largest city in the region between the fall of Teotihuacan
and the rise of Tenochtitlan, although it is unclear whether the
Toltecs built an empire or simply exercised cultural influence.

The Japanese Kokinshl anthology
contains 1,111 poems

909 ce The Fatimid 918 Chola King
caliphate begins when Parantaka | conquers
Abdullah al-Mahdi overthrows the Pandya kingdom
the Aghlabids in North Africa of southern India C E

905ce Compilation
of the Kokinshi,
the first anthology
of Japanese poetry

907 ce

FALL OF THE TANG IN CHINA

After along period of weak rulers,
dominance of the court by eunuchs,
and a series of rebellions, the last
Tang emperor was deposed by

Zhu Wen, a former rebel turned
general, who established the
short-lived Later Liang dynasty. In
the following decades - the time

of the Five Dynasties and Ten
Kingdoms - China dissolved into a
mosaic of competing states and was
reunited by the Song only in 960 ck.

> Tang soldiers on
horseback, tomb painting
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929 ce

UMAYYAD CALIPH IN CORDOBA

The emir Abd ar-Rahman Il declared himself
Umayyad caliph in Cérdoba after the North
African Fatimid caliphs threatened to invade
Spain. He united Muslim-controlled al-Andalus
and reduced the Christian territories in
the north to vassalage. Under his rule,
Coérdoba reached a cultural zenith, with
the building of the Madinat al-Zahra 3
palace complexand a university
that attracted students from
throughout the Muslim world
and Christian Europe.

q

> Abd-ar-Rahman statue in Cérdoba

JUE

935cE

THE UNIFICATION OF KOREA

Taejo, ruler of Goryeo, unified
Korea with his conquest of

the state of Later Baekje,
which followed his victory over
Later Silla the previous year. Taejo
and his successors curbed the
strength of regional warlords,
increased tax revenues,
and reformed the & %
bureaucracy. The ﬁ il
enhanced royal power

helped create a strong
centralized state.

> King Taejo

c.950ce Tihuanaco, the

city at the centre of a little-
known civilization in
Bolivia, is abandoned

946 ce The Persian
Shi’ite Buyid
dynasty captures
Baghdad
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960 ce
SONG DYNASTY FOUNDED

Zhao Kuangyin, a general of the
Later Zhou dynasty in northern
China, seized the capital Kaifeng
and declared himself Emperor
Taizu of the Song dynasty. Over
next 20 years he conquered
the rest of China, reunifying it
after the chaotic Five Dynasties
and Ten Kingdom period. His
promotion of education,
scientific academies, and

a rigorous civil service
examination strengthened
China’s central bureaucracy.

<l Along the River During the
Qingming Festival, one of the most
famous Chinese paintings, depicts life
in the Song capital Kaifeng (Bianjing)

961ce Nicephorus c.965ce King Harald

Phocas, Byzantine Bluetooth of

emperor, takes Crete Denmark converts .
from the Arabs to Christianity .

962 ce German king 969 ce The
Otto | iscrowned Fatimids conquer
Holy Roman Emperor Egypt and transfer
in Rome their caliphate there

955 cE

OTTO | DEFEATS THE MAGYARS

At the Battle of Lechfeld, the heavy cavalry of the German king Otto |
routed a force of Magyar horseman. The death of most of the Magyar
leaders ended their raids westward. In 962 cg, Otto was crowned Holy
Roman Emperor by Pope John XII.

V Imperial Crown of Otto |

930-1789

HISTORY OF

PARLIAMENTS
The Middle Ages saw the establishment | 930 ce The Althing, the | 1188 The Cortes of Leén, | 1295 The English Model 1789 The First US
of assemblies of commoners that world’s first parliament, | the first parliamentary Parliament is called by Congress meets in New
asserted their rights against monarchs | is established in Viking- body in mainland Europe, Edward l:itincludes nobles | York City; representatives
and gradually evolved into today’s ruled Iceland, meeting meets, including nobles, and two representatives from the 13 states are

democratic parliaments. annually to decide onlaws. | merchants,and townsmen. | from each city and borough. | elected by popular vote.
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“Drinking is the joy of
the Rus. We cannot exist
without that pleasure.”

VLADIMIR OF KIEV'S REPLY TO BULGAR MUSLIM
ENVOYS SUGGESTING HE CONVERT, c. 987 ce

975 ce Byzantine Emperor
John Tzimiskes recaptures
. Damascus after a successful
Syrian campaign

973 ce Parantaka Il defeats
the Rashtrakutas, establishing
the Chola dynasty’s

supremacy in south India of Indrapura

985ce

VIKINGS COLONIZE GREENLAND

After being exiled from Iceland for his involvement in a
fatal brawl, Erik the Red sailed to a land that he named
“Greenland” in order to attract more colonists. He was

followed by thousands of migrants who established two
settlements (the Eastern and Western) on the southern
tip of the island; these survived for over 400 years.

> Erik the Red

TOLTEC INFLUENCE REACHES THE YUCATAN

In the Maya city of Chichen Itz3a, the appearance of Toltec-style architecture
from Tula, including chacmool offering altars, Atlantean warrior statues, and
the temple-pyramid of Kukulkan, suggest the movement of people from
central Mexico to the Yucatan Peninsula. It is not clear whether these
people came as invaders, settlers, or as a new elite, or if the local Maya

rulers simply assimilated Toltec culture.

V Baptism of Prince Vladimir

982ce The Dai Viet
kingdom destroys
the Champa capital

988 ck

BAPTISM OF VLADIMIR OF KIEV

The Grand Prince of Kiev was baptized in a ceremony at Kiev. He
had reputedly sent envoys to neighbouring lands to investigate
their religions, and found all but Greek Orthodox Christianity

disagreeable. His baptism in the faith made possible an alliance
with Byzantium through his marriage to Emperor Basil II's sister.

987 ce The Capetian dynasty
is founded in France by Hugh
Capet, elected king after the
death of the last Carolingian

987 cE

A Toltec warrior statue




V Basil ll, the “Bulgar-slayer”

c.1000
CHACO CANYON PUEBLO
CIVILIZATION FLOURISHES

The ancient Puebloans of the American
southwest reached their zenith with the
construction of “great houses” such as
Pueblo Bonito, road networks, and irrigation
systems that allowed crops to grow in the
harsh climate. Within a century, the Chacoan
culture had declined, probably as a result of
ecological change.

A Pueblo Bonito

1001 Stephen becomes
first king of Hungary,

establishing it as a powerful

European state

> Mahmud of Ghazni

1001
MAHMUD OF GHAZNI
INVADES INDIA

Mahmud’s actions were the first
major Muslim incursions into

the Indian subcontinent. In 17
campaigns his armies ranged as
far south as Kannauj and Gwalior
and sacked the temple of Shiva at
Somnath in Gujarat. Although many
Indian rulers were reduced to
vassalage, his Ghaznavid state only
occupied parts of the northwest.

970ce-1009 89

996 ce
BASIL Il CAMPAIGNS
AGAINST THE BULGARS

Basil Il was a highly effective Byzantine emperor,
who cemented imperial authority both at home
and abroad. Most notably, he neutralized the
ambitious Bulgarian kingdom, capturing key
Bulgar strongholds such as Skopje. In 1014, he
inflicted a devastating defeat on the Bulgar Tsar
Samuel at Kleidion, killing 15,000 Bulgars and
reputedly blinding 99 out of 100 survivors. The
First Bulgarian empire collapsed and the Bulgars
posed little threat to Byzantium for 150 years.
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1010-1049

Commander of the Dai Viet palace
guard in Thang Long (Hanoi), Ly
seized power after the death of the
last Le emperor. He relocated his

1014 Irish king Brian

Boru defeats a

Viking coalition at the

Battle of Clontarf

1010 Foundation of
the Ly dynasty in
Vietnam by Ly Thai To

974 ce-1028
EMPEROR LY THAI TO

court to the Red River Delta
and promoted Buddhism
in his kingdom.

1018 The Chola king
Rajendra | conquers
SriLanka and the
Maldive islands

1017 The Danish
ruler Cnut is
crowned the king
of England

1024

BOLESLAW CROWNED KING OF POLAND

Boleslaw (later known as the Great) inherited the principality of Greater
Poland on the death of his father, Mieszko |, in 992 ce and then expanded
his territories through campaigns to the east, west, and south. He secured
an archbishopric that was independent of German control, and was
crowned Poland’s first king in 1024, six months before his death.

A Boleslaw | enters Kiev




1021

TALE OF GENJI WRITTEN

Considered to be the first Japanese
novel, the Tale of Genji took Princess
Murasaki Shikibu ten years to
complete. The work is an exquisite
examination of the life, customs,
and etiquette of Heian Japan at the
height of the Fujiwara Regency.

The story is seen through the eyes
of a courtier, Genji,a member of the
royal family who is demoted to the
rank of commoner.

<] Butterflies, a chapter from The Tale
of Genji depicted on a panelled screen

1031 The Umayyad
caliphate of Cérdoba
collapses, beset by
civil war

1040

SELJUQS DEFEAT THE GHAZNAVIDS

The Seljugs - originally nomadic Oghuz
Turks from Central Asia - invaded Khurasan
(territories in modern Iran, Turkmenistan,
and Afghanistan) in 1037. Led by Tughril
Beg, they defeated the Ghaznavids at
Dandanagan in 1040. After the Ghaznavid
sultan Mas’ud fled to India, the Seljugs
began establishing a new Islamic empire that
would ultimately stretch as far as Asia Minor.

1010-1049 91

“Real things in the darkness seem
no more real than dreams.”

TALE OF GENJI, MURASAKI SHIKIBU, 1021

1041-48

INVENTION OF MOVABLE TYPE

Wooden blocks had long been used in China to print
whole pages, but Bi Sheng, a Song dynasty artisan,
devised a system in which blocks, each inscribed with
a single character, could be arranged and rearranged
to create and print many different pages of text.

<! Movable type, hand-carved blocks

> The Golden Shwedagon
Pagoda, Pagan

1044

PRINCE ANAWRAHTA BECOMES KING OF PAGAN

Anawrahta turned his small principality in Upper Burma into a united
Burmese empire. He conquered the Mon kingdoms of the south, and
expanded north to the borders of Nanzhao and west to Arakan. His
conversion to Theravada Buddhism in 1056 led to religious reforms
and the building of many pagodas on the Pagan plain, while his
strengthening of the army helped secure the future of Burma.
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960-1279

LIFE IN SONG CHINA

While much of Europe laboured under a
feudal system, citizens of Song China lived
in peace in a land of thriving cities and
expanding trade. Under a succession of
eight emperors, the Northern Song dynasty
employed a meritocratic bureaucracy to
oversee civic life. Peasants were attracted
to live in the wealthy cities, some of which
grew to house more than a million people.
Commerce flourished along newly built
canals, and entrepreneurs financed trading
expeditions to Japan and southeast Asia in
multi-decked junks guided by the world’s
first magnetic compasses. Transactions
were made simpler by a money economy
of copper coins and the world’s first

printed banknotes.

The metropolitan elite enjoyed a lifestyle
featuring theatres, restaurants, and social
clubs devoted to pursuits including poetry,
art, cuisine, and horse-riding. Widespread
literacy was encouraged by large-scale
paper production and the introduction
of woodblock printing. Technological
innovations included gunpowder and the
first firearms, while booming industry saw
cast-iron production reach a record
125,000 tonnes (138,000 tons) in a year.
Even after the northern lands were lost
to invaders in 1127, prosperity continued
under the Southern Song centred on Lin’an
(today’s Hangzhou). A further century and
a half passed before the dynasty finally
succumbed to Mongol invaders in 1279.

KEY MOMENTS

1005 Keeping the peace

After 25 years of intermittent warfare, the
Song signed a treaty with the Liao Empire on
their northern border, paying them an annual
tribute in silver and raw silk (left) in return for
an end to hostilities.

1070 New economic policies

Faced with a growing budget deficit, the
Song appointed the philosopher Wang Anshi
(left) as chancellor. His reform programme
targeted tax evasion by the wealthy and
addressed growing social inequality. The
policies were resisted by landowners and

the merchant guilds but proved successful.

1127 Jurchen invaders capture Bianjing
China’s northern border was breached when
Jurchen raiders took the capital and captured
the emperor and his heir. The emperor’s
younger son set up a new court south of the
Yangzi River, initiating the Southern Song
period (Southern Song dragon pictured left).
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A Northern Song painting depicts

a water-powered mill. This was a time
of major technological innovation and
commerce. Much of the trade was
water-borne: it was possible to travel
for thousands of kilometres (miles)
on asystem of inland waterways.
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c. 1050
YORUBA CULTURE
FLOURISHES IN IFE

The city of Ife (in today’s
Nigeria) was the centre
of the ruling oni, the
divine-descended ruler
of all Yoruba. It developed
a sophisticated urban

culture and a tradition

of sculpture, particularly
heads in terracotta
or bronze.

< Ife head sculpture
in bronze

1053 The Normans win the
Battle of Civitate to
establish their dominance
in southern Italy

1066
THE NORMAN CONQUEST
OF ENGLAND

After the death of the Anglo-Saxon
king Edward the Confessor, Duke
William of Normandy believed that
he was the rightful heir to the English
throne. The succession was, however,
disputed and, in January 1066, the
English earl Harold Godwinson had
himself crowned. Duke William
invaded England and defeated

and killed Harold at the Battle of
Hastings. The events surrounding the
succession and battle were depicted
in the famous Bayeux Tapestry.

1054

THE GREAT SCHISM

The formal separation of the church into
the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic
churches occurred in 1054 after a period
of argument over the creed. A demand
by Pope Leo IX’s legate that Patriarch
Michael Celularius recognize papal
supremacy resulted in a mutual
excommunication, which was only
lifted in 1965. Despite many
efforts, reunification of
the churches has
never occurred.

< Patriarch Michael Cerularius
is excommunicated

1055 Grufudd ap 1062 The Berber

Llewelyn Muslim Almoravid
becomes king of Emirate is established
all Wales at Marrakech

Around 15,000 men fought at the Battle of Hastings
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1071

BATTLE OF MANZIKERT

Responding to continual Seljuq raids on the frontiers
of his empire, Byzantine Emperor Romanus IV Diogenes
marched his army into eastern Anatolia. Caught by
surprise by a large Turkish force, Romanus was captured
and his army destroyed, opening the way for the
permanent Seljug conquest of much of Asia Minor.

“My punishment is far heavier.
| forgive you, and set you free.”

SULTAN ALP ARSLAN TO ROMANUS DIOGENES
AFTER MANZIKERT, 1071

V Battle of Manzikert

1075 Pope Gregory
Vil issues a decree
forbidding lay
investiture

1077 The Seljuk
sultanate of Rum
is established
in Asia Minor

1077
HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR HENRY IV
PERFORMS PENANCE

Henry IV argued with Pope Gregory VII
over the right of secular rulers to appoint
bishops, which the pope disputed.
In response, Gregory excommunicated
Henry in 1076, so freeing Henry’s nobles
from their oaths of loyalty and causing
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