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= The Books of
= the Bible

Translated into more than 2,000 languages, the Bible is the most
read book in the history of the western world. Its name comes
from “biblia,” the Greek for “books,” because the Bible consists

of 66 books. These are the sacred texts of Judaism and
Christianity, telling the story of God and His people.

Two Testaments

The Bible is divided into two
“testaments,” a translation of
the Hebrew word for “covenant”
(an agreement between God

and His people). The Old
Testament (above) is the
story of the Israelites and
their relationship with God.
The New Testament details
the life of Jesus and the
early spread of Christianity.

Unearthing scriptures
Artifacts of great religious
importance have been
discovered by archaeologists.
Among them are the Dead
Sea Scrolls, which contain
parts of the Old Testament

and other religious texts from
as early as the 3rd century BCE.
Almost 1,000 scriptures were
found in caves at Qumran,

Authors of the Bible

Not all of the authors are known.

The books were written over 16
centuries and many do not mention
an author’s name. The Book of Isaiah
may have been written by the prophet
himself (left), but some think it

was written and edited by more

than one person.

Link between the Testaments
Many Christians believe that

the Old Testament predicts the
coming of Jesus. One example is
Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey;,
which fulfills a prophecy that foretells
the coming of the Messiah.
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St. Jerome and the hidden books

In the 4th century ck, St Jerome (right)
translated the Bible into Latin. He decided
that some Jewish books written between the
Old and New Testaments, called Apocrypha
(“hidden books”), did not carry enough
authority, so he did not include them.

Lindisfarne Gospels

During the Middle Ages, Bibles were
copied carefully by hand and decorated
with ornate illustrations. The Lindisfarne
Gospels (below), created by an English
monk named Eadfrith in the 8th century ck,
are a beautiful example of this style.

-

Bibles in print
The print industry was transformed
in the 1440s by German publisher
Johannes Gutenburg. His new
invention of print with moveable
type (left) was meant to look as
if it had been handwritten.
Thanks to Gutenberg, the Bible
became available to a mass
audience. Since then, billions
of copies have been printed,
making the Bible the biggest-
selling book of all time.

King James Bible

An English translation of the Christian
Bible was made by 47 scholars from
the Church of England between 1604
and 1611. Translated from Greek,
Hebrew, and Latin, the epic work
became known as the “authorized”

or “King James Bible.” This rare
fourth edition (below) was printed by
Robert Barker of London in 1634.
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Adam and Eve

The Bible’s first

agreement is between God
and the first people, Adam
and Eve (above).The Tree of
Life represents their covenant.
Adam and Eve will receive
immortality—symbolized
by the Tree of Life—if they
protect the Lord’s creation.
However, Eve is tempted

by the forbidden fruit of

the Tree of Knowledge

of Good and Evil, and

they become cut

off from God.

————=0 THE COVENANTS ®e——

The Covenants
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The main theme of the Bible is a book of covenants
(formal agreements) established between the Lord and
His people. While the Old Testament describes God's covenants
with individuals and the Israelites, the New Testament focuses
on His son, Jesus Christ, who offers a new covenant to
the world. Sacred occasions and special signs from
God mark each covenant.

Noah and the flood

God becomes angry at the corruption and
wickedness taking over the world, so He sends
a devastating flood to wipe out humanity.
Sheltered on the ark, righteous Noah and his
family (right) are the only ones spared.

The Lord agrees to send no more floods

and sets a rainbow in the sky as a sign of

this covenant between Him and humankind.

Abraham

God makes a covenant with childless Abraham
(left). He promises him the leadership of a great
nation and says his descendants will inherit the
Promised Land. All God wants in return is the
faith of Abraham and his people. This covenant’s
sign was male circumcision, an operation still
performed on Jewish boys today.

Moses and the Ten
Commandments

Treated as slaves by the Egyptians,
the Israelites lose faith in the Lord.
God responds by taking them out
of Egypt, led by His servant Moses
(shown left talking to God, who is
inside a burning bush). God gives
the Israelites a strict code of moral
laws, called The Ten Commandments.
They must keep these laws, and in

I return,God promises to protect them.




————==0 THE COVENANTS ©®e=— —

Joshua and the

Stone of Shechem

With the Promised Land
conquered, the Israelite leader
Joshua renews the covenant with
God. He promises Israel will keep
to the law of Moses and ignore
false gods. Joshua erects a stone
at Shechem (left), saying it “will
be a witness against you if you
are untrue to your God.”

David and the Kingdom of Israel

God’s covenant with David guarantees David’s throne “will be
established forever,” turning the Israelite tribes into a kingdom,
with David at the head of an everlasting dynasty. David
responds by making Jerusalem (below) the City of God, an
earthly companion to God’s Kingdom in Heaven. David’s son
Solomon builds a temple there as a sign of this covenant.

Jeremiah

During the 6th century Bck, the Babylonians
destroy the holy city of Jerusalem. The prophet
Jeremiah (right) understands that this is God
punishing people for disobeying His sacred
covenants. But Jeremiah says in future God will
create a new covenant with Israel in which
He will offer them forgiveness for their sins.

Jesus and the New Covenant

The promise given to Jeremiah comes true.

When Jesus dies, humanity is offered a new
covenant. All who believe in him will receive
complete forgiveness for past sins and the gift

of eternal life on the condition that they remain
faithful and good. This covenant is celebrated

at the Last Supper (left), when Jesus shares the

wine (symbolizing his blood) with the disciples. |
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Lands of
the Bible

All of the events of the Bible take place within these
maps. Most of the stories are based in the Holy Land:
called the Promised Land in the Old Testament, and

where Jesus lived and preached in the New Testament.

Index of Places

The places on the large map are indicated through grid
references with uppercase letters and Arabic numbers
(eg, C6). The places on the Holy Land map are indicated
by lowercase letters and Roman numbers (eg, dii).

Adramyttium, B4 Haran, B6 Pergamum, B4
Amphipolis, A3 Hazor, bii Pethor, B6
Antioch (Pisidia), B5 Hebron, ei Philadelphia, B4
Antioch (Syria), B6 Philippi, A4
Ashdod, di Iconium, B5 Pithom, D5
Ashkelon, di Puteoli, A1
Athens, B3 Jericho, C6/dii
Jerusalem (Jebus), Rabbabh, diii
Babylon, C8 Cé6/dii Ramah (Arimathea),
Beersheba, ei Jezreel, cii ci
Beroea, A3 Joppa, ci Rhegium, B2
Beth-Shean, cii Riblah, C6
Beth Shemesh, di Kadesh, D5 Rome, A1
Bethel, dii Kedesh, C6
Bethlehem, dii Salamis, C5
Lachish, ei Samaria, ci
Caesarea, ci Laodicea, B5 Sardis, B4
Caesarea Philippi, Lydda, di Seleucia, B6
aii Lystra, B5 Shechem, cii
Cana, bi Shiloh, dii
Capernaum, bii Mamre, ei Shunem, bii
Carmel, ei Masada, ei Sidon, C6
Corinth, B3 Megiddo, cii Smyrna, B4
Mt. Ararat, B7 Succoth, cii
Damascus, C6 Mt. Carmel, bi Succoth (Egypt), D5
Derbe, B5 Mt. Gilboa, cii Susa, C8
Mt. Hermon, aiii Syracuse, Bl
Ekron, di Mt. Horeb (Jebel
Emmaus, dii Musa), D5 Tarsus, B5
Endor, cii Mt. Nebo, dii Thessalonica, A3
Ephesus, B4 Mt. Tabor, bii Thyatira, B4
Timnabh, di
Gath, di Nazareth, bii Troas, A4
Gaza, C5 Nineveh, B7 Tyre, aii
Gibeah, dii
Gibeon, dii Paphos, C5 Ur, C8
Gilgal, dii Perga, B5 Zarephath, aii
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Lands of the Bible
The stories of the Old Testament
happen in modern-day Iraq, Syria, Lebanon,
[srael, Jordan, and Egypt. The New Testament
lands extend throughout the Mediterranean lands.
The names of places are taken from the Bible
stories and set in today’s geographical locations.
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Old Testament

A collection of books about God's relationship with
the Israelites make up the Old Testament. This is the
holy book, called the Tanakh, of the Jewish people,
and the first half of the Christian Bible. Divided into
three parts, it was mostly written between
the 8th and 3rd centuries BCE.

The Torah

The first five books of the Old Testament are called

the Torah, meaning “instruction,” or the Five Books

of Moses (after Israel’s first great leader). The text
details the laws that the Israelites had to keep, as well

as their history up until they entered the Promised Land.
The Torah Scroll (left) is the most important object

in a synagogue. This scroll is from the Heichal

Shlomo, the main synagogue of Jerusalem.

The Prophets

Both historical narratives and prophetic
messages are contained in the Neviim
(“prophets”) section. Prophets were
people of devout faith who voiced God’s
will, such as Daniel and Elijah (left). They
warned of the dangers of ignoring God
and also correctly predicted many events,
such as the coming of the Messiah.

The Writings

The last part of the Old Testament is called
Ketuvim (“writings”). It consists of 11 books
written in a range of styles, such as songs,
poems, wise words, and short stories that
reflect on human existence. Three of the
books (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of
Songs) were said to have been written by
ﬂ King Solomon. This illustration (right) shows
the idea, taken from Ecclesiastes, that

“for everything there is a season.”
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The name of God

The most sacred word in the Old Testament
is the name of God. It was spelled YHWH
(left inset), as written Hebrew did not have
vowels. The pronunciation is unknown
because the word was regarded as too sacred
to speak aloud. Over time, Jews forgot how
to say it, but names such as Jehovah, the
Lord, or God are common today:

\

L

Solomon’s Temple

Some of the Old Testament books
describe worship in the Temple of
Jerusalem, where animal sacrifices
were offered to God. King Solomon
(above) is shown here bringing the Ark
of the Covenant, which contains the
Ten Commandments, into the Temple.

Synagogue

After Solomon’s Temple was

destroyed by the Romans in 70 ck,

the Jewish religion came under review.
There were no more priests or sacrifices.
Instead, the synagogues, such as this

one in Hungary (right), became the
focus for prayer and religious study,
under teachers called rabbis.
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The Creation

In the beginning, God created the heavens
and the earth. It was a dark and watery place at first,
with no form, no shape, no beginning, no end. The entire
surface of the earth was covered with deep black water.

There was no life, but the Spirit of God
hovered over the dark face of the waters
and He said, “Let there be light.” And there
was light. He separated the light from the
darkness and called the light day and the
darkness night. And that was the first day.

On the second day, God said,

“Let there be a space above the earth
to separate the waters below from the
waters above.” And He called it sky.

On the third day, God said, “Let the
water under the sky be gathered to one
place and let dry ground appear.” He called
the dry ground land and the waters seas. At
once, trees, plants, and shoots burst through
the ground. And God saw that it was good.

On the fourth day, God said, “Let there
be lights in the sky to separate day from
night and to mark the seasons and days
and years.” He made a great shining orb,
which He called sun, to light the day. And
He made a paler companion, which He
called moon, to shine at night. Around
the moon He placed the stars like jewels.

On the fifth day, God said, “Let the
water teem with living creatures and let
birds fly across the sky.” And He created
all the creatures of the sea and all the
feathered birds of the air And God saw
that it was good.

On the sixth day, God said, “Let there
be living creatures on the land.” And He
covered the earth with creatures of all
shapes and sizes, from the tiniest flea
to the mightiest lion. Then God said,

“Let us make man in our image, in

our likeness, and let them rule over the
fish of the sea and the birds of the air,
and over all the creatures that move along
the ground.” And He made the first man
and blessed him, saying, “Be fruitful and
increase in number.” God looked at
everything that He had made in

heaven and earth and He was pleased.

On the seventh day, His work
was complete, so He rested and He
blessed the day and made it holy.

‘He said, ‘Let there be light.

| P e

& And there was light.”

Shabbat
The seventh day is
the Jewish day of rest,
called Shabbat in Hebrew.
It begins every Friday
at sunset and ends on
the following Saturday
night. A special ceremony
called havdalah
(“separation”) marks the
end of the day, when the
sweet-smelling spices
used during the day are
stored in spice boxes like
this one (above) until the
next Shabbat.

Understanding
the story

In the first books of
Genesis, God creates the
Universe in seven days,
and each day is dedicated
to a different feature of the
Universe. The story serves
as evidence of God’s
supremacy and of the
harmony and wholeness of
the Universe. The number
seven has since come to
represent perfection.




Forbidden fruit
The forbidden fruit
symbolizes temptation,
and Eve believes eating it
will grant her knowledge.
The Bible does not say
what the fruit is, but it is
often depicted as an apple
since, in Latin, the words
for apple (“malus™) and evil
(“malum”) are very similar.

Cherubim
The cherubim are usually
depicted as sphinxes with
wings or lions with human
heads. They act as God’s
protectors, singing His
praises and assisting His
work on Earth. In Eden,
they prevent humans from
returning to eternal life.

¢ (GENESIS 2-3 @& —

The Garden of Eden

i

The Lord God made a beautiful garden in Eden
for the man He had created. It was watered by a sparkling
river and was green and shady—an earthly paradise.

There were trees heavy with fruit so that the
man would never go hungry, and in the
middle of the garden stood the Tree of Life
and the Tree of Knowledge of Good and
Evil. And the Lord God named the man
Adam and took him to his new home. He
told him that he must take care of it. “You
are free to eat from any tree in the garden,
but you must not eat from the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil, for when you
eat of it you will surely die.” He brought the
beasts of the field and the birds of the air to
Adam and asked him to give them names.
But, although God was very pleased with
His work so far, there was one thing that
still worried Him. Adam was on his own

in the world.

One day, God made Adam fall into a
deep sleep and, while he was dreaming, cut
open his side and took out one of his ribs.
Then, He closed him up again and made a
woman out of the bone. The man and the
woman stood there happily together in the
Garden of Eden.

Now, of all the animals that God had
created, the craftiest was the snake. As soon
as he spotted the woman in the Garden of
Eden, he slithered down the tree and hissed
at her, “Did God really say that you must not
eat from any tree in the garden?”

The woman told him what God had
said to Adam about the Tree of Knowledge.

“How ridiculous!” spat the snake. “You
won't diel When you eat from the Tree
of Knowledge, you will become wise and
you will be like God! You will know good
and evil.”

Tempted by the fruit that would make
her wise, the woman picked one and
sank her teeth into its juicy flesh. Then
she gave it to Adam and he ate it all. At
once, their eyes were opened and they
realized that they were naked. Full of
shame, they found some fig leaves that
they sewed together to hide their nakedness.
They were so ashamed that they ran and
hid in the trees when they heard the Lord
God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day. “Where are you?” called God.

“I heard you and [ hid,” admitted
Adam. “I was afraid because I was naked.”
And when God asked him who had told
him he was naked, Adam replied, “The
woman you put here with me—she gave
me some fruit from the Tree of Knowledge
and [ ate it.”

“The snake tricked me and I ate from
the Tree!” cried the woman. Then, the Lord
God cursed the snake and banished him
from the Garden of Eden.

To the woman He said, “With pain you
will give birth to children.” And, turning
to Adam, He said, “Through painful toil
you will eat of the ground all the days




of your life. Dust you are and to dust
you will return.”

The Lord God made clothes for Adam
and his wife, whom He named Eve because
she would become the mother of all the
men and women.

And He said to them, “You now
know good and evil. Whatever happens

e GENESIS 2-3 0e=— —

you must not eat from the Tree of Life
or you will live forever”

And He banished the pair from the
paradise garden. At the gates of the
Garden of Eden, God put winged cherubim
and a flery, ever-turning sword to guard
the way to the Tree of Life. Adam and
Eve could never return.

“You must
not eat from
the Tree of
Knowledge
of Good
and Evil.”

Understanding
the story

The first humans, Adam
and Eve, ruin the
tranquility and harmony
(peace and innocence)
of Eden by disobeying
God’s will. They exert
free will in eating the
forbidden fruit, but, in
doing so, they have also
chosen independence
from God. God confirms
this separation by
expelling them from
His earthly paradise.
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After Adam and Eve had been banished from the
Garden of Eden, their first son, Cain, was born. Time went
by and Eve gave birth to another boy. They named him Abel.

As the two brothers grew toward

manhood, Cain worked in the fields,

taking care of the crops, while Abel
roamed the hills looking after the sheep
and lambs. They both made offerings to the
Lord, Cain bringing the fruits of his crops
and Abel bringing the finest meat from his
lambs. The Lord was greatly pleased with
Abel’s offerings, but not with his brother’s.
Cain could not believe it! He was filled with
anger—against God, against his brother, and
against the unfairness of life.

“Why are you so angry?” God asked.
“Do what is right and all will be well. But
if not, sin is lurking at your door, ready to
devour you. Watch out!”

But Cain was possessed with murderous
thoughts and lured his brother to a field far
from home. There he attacked and killed
him. The Lord asked where his brother was
and Cain replied, “I don’'t know. Am [ my
brother’s keeper?”

God, who sees everything, said,

“Cain, what have you done? Your brother’s
blood cries out to me from the ground
where it was spilled. You are cursed—as
long as you live. You are an outcast from
man and from God, condemned to wander
the world for the rest of your days.”

“My punishment is more than [ can
bear,” wailed Cain. “I have lost everything,
driven from the land and from God. [ am

homeless and will spend my life on
the road, at the mercy of murderers.”

But the Lord reassured him that anyone
who killed him would suffer the most
terrible vengeance—seven times greater
even than his own punishment. He put
a special mark on Cain to keep him safe.
Cain went on his way to the land of Nod,
east of Eden.

e ) B
Understanding the story

Jealous of God’s preference for his

brother Abel, Cain commits a terrible sin

by killing his brother. God banishes him

from Eden. He also gives him a mark that
protects him from being killed and serves

as a constant reminder of his crime.

Offerings

The Bible

states that

firstborn

animals and

the first crops

of the harvest

are fitting offerings to
God. It is unclear exactly
why God rejects Cain’s
offering, but it is likely
that they were not the
first crops, which were
deemed the best.
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the Flood
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Adams descendants increased and multiplied,
and so did their wickedness and corruption.

The Lord saw it all and said, “I will wipe
humankind, whom [ have created, from
the face of the earth for [ am grieved that
[ have made them.”

But Noah was different. He alone was
righteous. The Lord spoke to him telling
him that there would be a great flood. He
instructed him to make a huge ark out of
cypress wood and to cover it with tar, inside
and out, to make it seaworthy. Noah and his
wife, and their three sons and their wives,

must go into the ark and they would be
saved. With them, they must take two of
every kind of bird or creature—one male
and one female—that walked or creeped or
slithered across the earth and plenty of food
to go around.

Noah listened and did exactly what the
Lord God had commanded him. With the
help of his three sons, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth, he worked patiently, day and
night. Bit by bit the great ship took shape

Cypress wood
God requests that the ark
be built with the wood of
cypress trees. This wood

was recognized for its
durability, and it was a
symbol of immortality in
ancient times. The
wooden ark represents
God’s protection and is
Noah’s salvation.

Boat-building tools
These 3,000-year-old tools
were typical of the ones
used by Middle-Eastern
workmen to construct
boats. The adze (left) was
used to hack and plane
wood, while the bow drill
(right) made holes for
pegging wood. The chisel
(center) is an early version
of the tool still used today:




Mount Ararat
There is no agreement
as to where the ark ran

aground. Perhaps the
most popular suggestion
is Mount Ararat (above),
which lies in the Ararat
mountain range in
modern-day Turkey:.

Archaeological

expeditions have

sought to unearth the
ark there, but it has
never been found.

Olive branch
When the dove returned
with the olive branch, it
showed Noah that life had
begun to thrive on Earth
once more, and, as such,
the olive leaf symbolizes
a peaceful new beginning.
The image of a dove with
an olive branch in its beak
is still a common symbol
for peace.
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as they skilfully sawed and smoothed
and planed the cypress timber, then
hammered and coated the ark with
pitch. At last it was finished.

And God said to Noah, “Seven days
from now I will send rain on the earth for
forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe
from the face of the earth every living
creature that [ have made.” Noah quickly set
to work to find the creatures that God had
told him he must save and lead them into
the safety of the ark. And when the very last
pair had scurried in, Noah and his wife
followed them. And, just at that moment, the
clouds gathered and the heavens opened.

[t rained and it rained and it rained, and
steadily the waters crept over the face of
the earth. Almost every living thing perished
apart from Noah and the animals on the
wooden ark. Then, after many days, God
sent a strong wind that raced and whistled
around the world, drying up the water.
Slowly but surely, the levels began to drop.

One day, the ark shuddered to a halt. It
had run aground on the top of Mount
Ararat, surrounded by a vast expanse of
sea. Noah wondered whether there might
be any dry land over the horizon. So he
chose a raven and launched the bird into the
air to search for land. But it flew back. Noah
tried again, this time choosing a dove. But

she returned to the ark, too. Seven days
later, he sent her out again and she flew
back, triumphant, with an olive leaf.

When the earth had emerged once
more, God spoke to Noah. “Come out of
the ark, you and your wife and your sons
and their wives. Bring out every kind of
living creature that is with you so they
can multiply on the earth.”

So they all came out of the ark for the
first time in many months. Noah built an
altar to the Lord and made sacrifices on it.
The Lord was pleased and said, “Never
again will I curse the ground because of
humankind, even though their heart is
inclined toward evil from childhood. And
never again will I destroy all living creatures,
as [ have done.”

A beautiful rainbow appeared as he
made a covenant with them that life on
earth would never again be destroyed
by flood. And he said,

“I have set my rainbow =4 :_*
in the clouds, and it will Tl
be the sign of the covenant ;

between me and the earth.

Whenever the rainbow
appears in the clouds,
[ will see it and
remember the
everlasting covenant.”

Understanding the story

Unhappy with the sinfulness and immorality of man, God decides to
cleanse the Earth by sending a flood to destroy mankind. He only spares
the righteous Noah (whose name means “comfort” in Hebrew) and
his family. The flood brings chaos to the Earth, but from this
discord springs order and a new beginning.
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‘Noah listened and did
exactly what the Lord God
had commanded him.”




Map of Mesopotamia
The world’s very first
cities, dating back to

4000 BCE, are marked on

this map, including Babel,

which is thought to be
Babylon. They were all
built in Mesopotamia
(shaded orange)—
which is now mostly
modern-day Iraqg.

Mud bricks
Since stone and
mortar were scarce
in Mesopotamia, the
bricks were made by
mixing mud and straw
together, before placing
the mixture in wooden
molds. Left to dry out in
the sunshine, the mixture
formed its distinctive
brick shape. This method
is still in use today.
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The Tower
of Babel

— T

After the great flood, centuries passed and Noah's
descendants gradually peopled the earth. Generation
followed generation, and the clans of his sons, Shem,

Ham, and Japheth, flourished and prospered.

They spread in every direction, all
speaking one common language so that,
wherever they went, they could understand
each other And in the east they found a
wide and fertile plain in Shinar, which
became known as Babylonia. They settled
there, and life was pleasant. “Come, let us
build a city, with a tower that reaches to the
heavens, so that we may make a name for
ourselves and not be scattered over the face
of the earth,” the people said to one
another. After all their wanderings, this
seemed a good idea. It would be the first
city to be built since the flood, and the
tower would be its crowning glory, admired
by the whole world. It would be made of
bricks instead of stone, and it would climb
up to the stars.

They mixed mud and straw to make the
bricks, baking them in the sun, and stirred
vats of bitumen, like molasses, to use as
mortar. Teams of builders set to work and,
slowly, the city began to take shape.

And the tower rose steadily from the
ground, climbing higher and higher into the
sky, as if it wanted to reach heaven itself.
The finest craftsmen decorated the tower
with precious stones. Steep flights of steps

zigzagged breathtakingly up and up,
through the clouds to the very top. The
people marveled at their great achievement
and congratulated each other. Even

the eagles, flying above, looked down

in astonishment.

But the Lord was not pleased with the
vanity and pride that He saw. “After this,
nothing will be impossible for these people.
They are reaching too high! I will bring
them down to earth and confuse them so
that they no longer speak the same
language,” He said. And suddenly, the air
was fllled with a terrifying noise. It was the
deafening babble of thousands of voices,
each speaking a different language. Nobody
could understand what anyone else was
saying. Panic-stricken, people shouted and
screamed, trying to make themselves
understood, but the words that came out
made no sense. It was a hideous chorus
that shook the city to its foundations and
gave it the name of Babel.

Confused and unable to communicate
with each other, the people were not able
to go on building their city. Instead, they
were scattered over the face of the earth,
speaking their different languages.
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“The Tower of Babel”

(1563), oil on canvas, by f s

Flemish painter Peter Bruegel . AL R

i1

the Elder (1525-1569)

Understanding the story

In the ancient world, the people of Babylonia claimed to be the center of the world,
and in this story, they build a great tower to show God their genius and power.
God punishes them for their arrogance and vanity by making it impossible
for them to communicate, so preventing them from building their
city and forcing them to scatter.




Euphrates River
The longest river
in western Asia is
the Euphrates, covering
about 1,700 miles
(2,700 km). It begins
in the mountains of
eastern Turkey, crosses
Syria, and flows
southeastward through
[rag. In ancient times, the
Euphrates River flooded
the flat plains of
Mesopotamia every year.
Settlements developed
as people began digging
canals and reservoirs
to channel and store
the river's water.

Abram’s travels
Abram’s birthplace was
Ur, one of the main cities
of Sumer in southern
Mesopotamia. Greek for
“the land between the two
rivers,” Mesopotamia was
located between the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers.
Abram’s family later
traveled to Haran where
they settled. Following
God’s covenant with
Abram, in which he is
promised a new country, he
leaves Haran and sets off
for Canaan. Abram later
went to Egypt to escape
a famine in Canaan.

e GENESIS 11-13, 15 ®e=——

Abrams Journey
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Abram was seventy-five years old and he lived in Haran, not
too far from the Euphrates River in Mesopotamia. He was married
to Sarai but, to their great sadness, they had no children.

One day, the Lord came to Abram and
told him to leave his country and move
to the land of Canaan. “I will make you
into a great nation and [ will bless you,”
He promised. “I will make your name
great and [ will bless those who bless

you, and whoever curses you, [ will curse.

And all the peoples on the earth will be
blessed through you.” So Abram set off,
taking with him Sarai, his nephew Lot,
and their servants. The camels were
laden with all their possessions and
their flocks straggled behind. When they
arrived in Canaan, they traveled as far
as the great tree of Moreh at Shechem.
There, the Lord appeared to Abram.

KEY:

=i~ Abram's journey
from Ur to Haran

s Abram’s journey to Canaan

sl Abram's journey to Egypt f

GREAT SEA Shechem
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He promised, “To your offspring I will give
this land.” And Abram built an altar there
and gave thanks. Then he went on toward
the hills east of Bethel and built another
altar to the Lord. After this, he continued his
wandering toward the Negev and beyond.
Finally, Abram came back to the place
near Bethel, where he had built the altar.
But, by now, after so long traveling, Abram
and his nephew, Lot, were not seeing eye
to eye. They both had large flocks of sheep
and goats and there was never enough good
grazing to go around. Their herdsmen were
constantly at each others’ throats. At last,
Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not quarrel. There
is plenty of land. Let’s part company. You

T ‘:F:?n?:\.\Haran

JORDAN

ARABIAN DESERT
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Sumerian necklace

This ornate Sumerian necklace

with leaf motifs was handcrafted in
Ur and dates back to about 3000 BcE.

go one way and I'll go

the other” Lot agreed

and chose to go to the

fertile plain of Jordan,

where he settled near the city

of Sodom, renowned for its wickedness
and sin. Abram stayed in Canaan, and
the Lord said to him, “All the land that
you see—north, south, east, and west—
[ will give you and your offspring forever.”
But Abram replied, “What can you give
me since [ remain childless?”

The Lord promised him that, one day,
he would have a son and heir, and that he
would have as many descendants as stars
in the sky. Then the Lord sealed His
promise to Abram, “Bring a heifer, a goat,
and a ram—each three years old—and

a dove and a young pigeon.” Abram did
as he was told, and put them on the altar.
As the sun set, Abram fell asleep and
the Lord said, “Know for certain that your
descendants will be strangers in a country
not their own and they will be enslaved
and ill-treated for four hundred years.”
“When darkness had fallen, a smoking
brazier with a blazing torch appeared in
front of Abram. And in this way the Lord
made a covenant with him and promised,
“To your descendants I give this land
from the river of Egypt to the great
river, the Euphrates.”

D B——

Understanding the story

God promises to bless Abram’s people and make them into a great nation.

Abram endures many hardships, but he follows God’s instructions because

he has complete faith in His promise. Unlike the people of Babel, his trust
will be rewarded, and his descendants will become the nation of Israel.

Sumerian culture
Mesopotamia’s first
civilization developed
in about 3300 BCE in
Sumer. The Sumerian
people invented
methods of irrigation,
counting, and calendar
systems, and cuneiform
writing. The language
of Genesis is heavily
influenced by this culture.
Sumerian jewelry-makers
were the first to use more
complex techniques,
working with precious
metals and beading.

‘All the
land that
you see...
I will give
you and

your offspring

forever.”

-4




Desert life
Abram and his people
led a simple life. A supply
of water and pasture for
the animals were all they
needed. Their existence
was nomadic, moving
from one place to another.
They slept in tents and
sometimes used camels
to help carry their loads.

Animal skins
Animal skins similar
to those used by Hagar
and [shmael are still in
use today. This Egyptian
woman is making
buttermilk by shaking
a goatskin backward
and forward, churning
the milk inside.
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Abrams Two Sons

Ten years had passed since Abram arrived in the land
of Canaan with his wife, Sarai, and still they had no children.
They were old now, and perhaps it was impossible.

They had, however, a young Egyptian
maidservant named Hagar, and one day
Sarai went to her husband with a plan.
Abram should take Hagar as his wife and
have a child with her. At least they might be
able to start a family like that. Abram agreed
and, before long, Hagar was pregnant. But
as soon as she knew she was going to have
a baby, Hagar got ideas above her station
and began to be rude toward her mistress.

Sarai complained to Abram, “I put my
servant in your arms and now that she
knows she is pregnant, she despises me!”

“Do what you think best,” replied Abram.
So Sarai began to treat her maidservant
with such cruelty that Hagar ran away to
hide in the desert. An angel found her
weeping by the side of a spring, and Hagar
told him the whole story. He said that she
must go back and that she would have a
son named [shmael. So Hagar returned and
gave birth to Abram’s son, who was named
[shmael. Abram was eighty-six years old
at the time.

Thirteen years later, the Lord appeared
to Abram again and made a covenant with
him. “You will be the father of many nations.
No longer will you be called Abram; your
name will be Abraham. I will establish my
covenant as an everlasting covenant
between me and you and your descendants
after you for the generations to come, to be

your God and the God of your descendants
after you. I will give you the whole of
Canaan as an everlasting possession.”

And He went on to say that, as a sign of the
covenant, every male must be circumcised
and that, from now on, Sarai must be known
as Sarah. “I will bless her and will surely
give you a son by her,” He added.

“But [ am nearly one hundred years old!
And Sarah is ninety!” said Abraham.

The Lord replied, “Sarah will indeed
give you a son and you will call him Isaac.

[ will establish my covenant with him as an
everlasting covenant for his descendants
after him.” And He said that He would
also bless Ishmael. “He will be the father
of a great nation. But my covenant I will
establish with Isaac, who will be born

next year” And that very day, Abraham
and Ishmael—and every male in the
household—were circumcised as the

Lord had ordered.

Some time later, Abraham was sitting at
the entrance to his tent, near the great trees
of Mamre, when the Lord paid him a visit.
It was the middle of the day and the heat
was intense. Abraham noticed three men
standing nearby in the full glare of the sun.
He went and greeted them, bowing low on
the ground, and invited them to rest in the
shade of the trees. “I will get water so that
you can wash your feet and please let me




give you something to eat,” he said. He
hurried back into the tent and asked Sarah
to bake some bread with the finest flour.
Then he ordered the servants to kill a
tender young calf and prepare it for the
strangers, and to bring some curd and milk.
They enjoyed their meal in the shade of
the trees and asked Abraham, “Where is
your wife, Sarah?”

“There, in the tent,” he replied.

The Lord said, “I will surely return to
you about this time next year and Sarah,
your wife, will have a son.” From the tent,
Sarah heard these words and laughed to
herself at the thought.

And the Lord was not pleased and
said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh?
Nothing is impossible for God.” And, sure
enough, when it was time, Sarah gave
birth to a boy. They named him Isaac and,
when he was eight days old, Abraham
circumcised him. “God has brought me
laughter and everyone who hears about
this will laugh with me,” rejoiced Sarah.

But one thing spoiled her joy—and that
was Ishmael. She did not like the way he
taunted [saac. She asked her husband to get
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rid of him and his mother, too. Abraham
was saddened by this, but the Lord told him
not to worry. “Listen to what Sarah says,
because it is through [saac that your line will
be continued. [ will take care of Ishmael.”

So, early next morning, Abraham gave
Hagar some food and water and sent her on
her way with Ishmael. It was not long before
their food ran out and their water skin ran
dry, and Hagar knew that they could not last
long in the desert of Beersheba. She put her
son under a bush and walked away. She
could not bear to watch him die. Then
she collapsed on the ground, shut her
eyes, and wept.

An angel spoke to her from heaven,
saying, “Don’t be afraid. Go back to the boy
and lift him up and take him by the hand.
God will not let him die. He will become
the leader of a great nation!” At that, Hagar
opened her eyes and saw a well full of
sparkling water in front of her. She filled her
water skin to the brim and took it back to
[shmael. And God looked after him as he
grew up in the desert. He was strong and
fearless. In time, his mother found a wife
for him from Egypt, the land of her birth.

i B

Understanding the story

While Abram’s devout faith means he will wait for God to keep His original
promise, Sarai’s impatience and lack of trust in God leads to hasty action.
The following conflicts and divisions suggest this is not the Lord’s wish, and the
resulting baby is not the prophesized son. God carries out His promise, by giving
Abram (meaning “exalted father”) the name Abraham (meaning “father of
a multitude of nations”), and granting him and Sarah a son, Isaac.

Three strangers paid
Abraham a visit
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Dead Sea

The area where Sodom
and Gomorrah are likely
to have been is now a dry,

sulfurous land by the

Dead Sea. Yet, in the past,
the region was fertile and
thriving. It was also home

to many people, as the
discovery of five ancient
ruined cities has shown.

Sodom and
Gomorrah

— Y T

The twin cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, on the fertile
plains of the Jordan River, were awful places. Awash with
sin, the people led wicked lives, satisfying every desire.

The Lord saw it all and made up His mind
to destroy the cities and wipe them from
the face of the earth. But Abraham asked
Him, “Will you sweep away the righteous
with the wicked? Just suppose that there
are fifty God-fearing people who live there?”
The Lord agreed and said He would spare
the cities. Apologizing for his boldness,
Abraham pressed Him further. Exactly
how many—or how few—righteous people
would it take for God to show mercy and
to spare the cities? In the end, the Lord
replied, “For the sake of ten, [ will not
destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.”

That evening, two angels disguised as
men arrived in Sodom, and Abraham’s
nephew, Lot, was sitting by the city gates.
He greeted the visitors, bowing low on
the ground. “My lords, please do me the
honor of coming to my house. You can
wash your feet there and spend the night,
then go on your way in the morning.”

At first, they refused, wanting to stay in
the square, but Lot insisted and, in the
end, they agreed. The angels went
home with him, and Lot prepared a
splendid meal for them and baked
loaves of special bread without

any yeast.

But as darkness fell, a great crowd of
thugs surrounded the house, looking for
trouble. “Where are those nice young men
who have just arrived?” they jeered.

“We’ll show them a good time!”

Lot bravely went out to confront them.
“No, my friends,” he said. “I have two
beloved daughters. I would rather give
them to you than let anything happen to
the guests who are staying under my roof.”

“You don’t belong here, anyway,” they
shouted. “Just you wait! We'll give you a
good seeing to, as welll” They surged
forward to grab him, but the angels
managed to reach out from the doorway
and pull him inside to safety just in time.
And then the angels blinded the mob so that
suddenly none of them could see. Sightless,
they stumbled over each other in the dark,
arms outstretched like sleep walkers, trying
to find their way home.

The angels said to Lot, “Do you have
any other family here? Sons or daughters
or sons-in-law? Get them out because we're
going to destroy the place!” Immediately,
Lot hurried to talk to his sons-in-law and
told them that the Lord was going to raze
the city to the ground. But they thought
he was joking and took no notice.
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As dawn broke, the angels begged Lot
to save himself. “Hurry! Take your wife and
your two daughters and leave! Otherwise
you will all perish!” But Lot hesitated. Then
the two angels took him and his wife and
their two daughters, and led them to safety
outside the city walls. There they told them
that they must run for it. “Don’t look back,
whatever you do, and don't stop on the
plain! Flee to the mountains or there’s
no hope!”

“No!” said Lot. “You have shown great
kindness to me in sparing my life. But I can’t
flee to the mountains. It is too far. Let me
take refuge in that little town over there on

the edge of the plain. It's called Zoar”
The angels agreed and told him he
would be safe there.

By the time that Lot reached Zoar, the
Lord had put His plan into action. He began
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
[t was a terrifying sight as burning sulfur
rained down from the heavens on the
two cities, turning them into one gigantic
inferno. Flames licked high in the air,
devouring everything in their path. There
was no escape. Everything that lived or
breathed there died an agonizing death
that day and the surrounding plains were
reduced to charred and blackened cinders.

Hospitality
Hospitality was a matter
of life and death in
ancient times, as travelers
relied on strangers
offering them food and
drink to survive. Even
today, Bedouin people
(above) welcome visitors
with the words, “You are
among your family.”
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Lot’s wife
Lot’s wife is punished for
looking back at the city
of Sodom when she is
turned into a pillar of salt.
This distinctive salt rock
column (above) is called
“Lot’s wife,” and it can be
seen on Mount Sodom,
standing over the salty
waters of the Dead Sea.

The Dead Sea has no
outlet, so the minerals,
such as salt, that flow
into it stay there forever.
These minerals remain
after the water has
evaporated, producing
crystal formations visible
both in the water and
on the shore.

And Lot’s wife forgot what the angels
had told them and, as she fled from the

flames, she turned around for one last look.

Immediately, she was rooted to the ground
and turned into a pillar of salt, never to
move again. The next morning, Abraham
got up and looked down. There was no
sign of the two cities. It was as if they

had never existed.

g ) W———

Understanding the story

The destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah demonstrates the power
of God’s justice. Lot’s kindness and

hospitality are his salvation. He didn’t
know that the men who came to-
Sodom were angels, but he risked his
life to protect them. However, Lot’s
wife becomes a pillar of salt as a
permanent reminder of what happens
when God’s word is disobeyed.
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Negev Desert
The Negev Desert is
a rocky desert that
covers more than half
of modern-day Israel.
As with Moses and
Jesus after him,
Abraham’s time in
the desert is a symbol
of intense suffering and
being tested by God.

Burnt offering
Complete commitment
to God could be
demonstrated by making
a burnt offering—the
sacrifice and burning
of an animal until only
ashes remained. This
Israelite altar was a
typical site for such burnt
offerings to the Lord.
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" The Sacrifice
of Isaac
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The Lord came to Abraham again and gave
him the ultimate test of his faith. “Take your beloved
son, Isaac, and go to the mountains of Moriah. Sacrifice
him there as a burnt offering. I will show you where.”

Early the next morning, Abraham got

up, with a heavy heart, and prepared to
make the long journey through the desert.
He packed food and water, then saddled
his donkey and set off from Beersheba
with [saac and two servants. Slowly they
traveled through southern Canaan until

the mountains loomed before them. It took
them three days, but to Abraham it seemed
a lifetime.

They stopped in the foothills to cut some
firewood from the trees, choosing young
branches of chestnut and poplar, which
would burn well on the altar Abraham told
the servants to wait. “Stay here with the
donkey while the boy and I go up there.

We will worship and then we will come
back to you.”

He gave the bundles of wood to [saac
to carry on his back. It was a heavy load
for the young boy, but he did not complain.
Abraham took a sharp knife and a blazing
torch to light the fire on the altar Father and
son trudged up the steep path, side by side,
but Isaac was puzzled. He said to Abraham,
“The fire and the wood are here, but where
is the lamb that we are going to sacrifice?”

“God himself will provide the lamb for

the burnt offering, my son,” replied
Abraham quietly, avoiding his eyes. They
continued up the mountain and when they
got to the highest peak, Abraham finally
stopped and built an altar out of stone. He
took the wood from his son and arranged

it on top. [saac watched him curiously and
looked around. There was no sign of a lamb
or any other creature that could be offered
to God as a sacrifice. Abraham went over to
his son and gripped him tightly. He took a
length of rope and tied him up so that he
could not move. Then he laid the boy

on the altar.

With a breaking heart, Abraham reached
for his knife and held it high in the air, ready
to plunge it into his son. But just at that
moment, the angel of the Lord called out
from above, “Abraham! Abraham! Do not lay
a hand on the boy. Do not do anything to
him. You have proved your love of God. You
were willing to sacrifice your son for Him.”

Abraham dropped the knife and
released his son, embracing him tenderly.
Then he looked around and saw a mountain
ram that had got its horns caught in a bush.
Abraham went over and untangled the
animal, then slit its throat and offered it




Golden statue

This golden statue is one of a pair
excavated from a royal tomb in Ur,
and dates from about 2500 BCE.

as a sacrifice on
the altar, instead of
his son. He set light to
the wood under it and the
flames charred the carcass.

And the angel of the Lord
called to Abraham for a second time.
“Because you have done this for the
love of God and would have given
your beloved son, you are blessed.
Your descendants will be as numerous
as the stars in the sky and the sand on
the seashore. They will gain control of
the cities of their enemies and, through
your offspring, all nations on earth will
be blessed.” Then Abraham took Isaac
back down the steep mountain to rejoin
his servants and, together, they made
the journey home to Beersheba.
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Understanding the story

Abraham’s decision to sacrifice his
only son Isaac is comparable with God
sacrificing His only son Jesus. It is faith

that keeps Abraham going on the terrible
journey to Moriah. Hebrew for “the Lord
will provide,” Moriah was the supposed
sacrificial spot for Isaac. However, the
name hints at God’s real plan. He wants
only to test Abraham’s commitment.

God now has proof that He comes

before anything else.

Though
God has
spared
[saac,
Abraham
; must still
¢  make a burnt
offering. With
limited options on
the mountain, he
finds a ram caught in
a bush. The killing and
burning of the ram until
nothing remains show
the Lord that Abraham
is keeping nothing for
himself. All his love and
belief are with God.

% i . v ‘
Dome of the Rock
This foundation stone
is where it is believed

Abraham was intending
to sacrifice [saac. Today,
a Muslim shrine called the
Dome of the Rock stands
on top of it, in Jerusalem.
The location is steeped
in Biblical history, with
both Solomon’s Temple
and Herod’s Temple
later built nearby:

="




Carrying jars
Rebekah carries her jar
on her shoulder when
she goes to fetch water.
Many women living in
remote parts of the
world still carry jars
or other containers on
their heads or shoulders.
This makes it easier to
manage a heavy load.
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Camels
The harsh conditions
of desert life pose no
problem for a camel. This
hardy animal has adapted
well, with three stomachs
able to hold up to
15 gallons (70 liters) of
water. If food is limited, fat
is stored in the humps.
Long, strong legs help
them carry loads.
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Isaac and
Rebekah

Abraham was a very old man by now

and he was blessed in every way. But he knew
that he would not live forever and that there was
still one thing that he must sort out before he died.

He called his most trusted servant and
asked for his help. “Please put your hand on
your heart and swear that you will go back
to the country where [ was born and find a
wife for my son Isaac. I do not want him to

marry anyone from around here in Canaan.”

The servant pointed out that it might
not be easy to persuade a young woman
to leave her home and family so far behind.
“Why don't [ take your son with me back
to the country you came from?” he asked.

“No,” answered Abraham. “Whatever

you do, don’t take Isaac with you. The Lord,

the God of heaven, will send His angel
with you to help find a wife for my son.”
So Abraham’s loyal servant set out
on his mission, taking ten of his master’s
camels, laden with gifts. He headed for
the town in northwest Mesopotamia,
where Abraham’s brother, Nahor, lived.
He arrived just as the young
women were coming down to the well
with their jars to fetch water. He stopped,
and his camels kneeled down on the
ground after their long journey.
And Abraham’s servant looked at
the young women gathering around

the well and he prayed, “O Lord, help
me! How will [ know who is the one?
Please give me a sign. Could it be the
one who offers me a drink from her
jar and offers to water my camels?”

As he was praying, a beautiful girl
arrived, carrying her jar gracefully on her
shoulder. She knelt down and drew some
water from the well, and Abraham’s servant
hurried up to her and asked for a drink.

“Of course. You are welcome, my lord!”
she said. “And what about your camels?
They must be thirsty, too.” After he had
drunk, she emptied all her water into the
trough and ran back to the well for more

so that the camels could have a good drink.

Abraham’s servant was so pleased that
he reached into his bag of gifts and gave
her a solid gold nose ring and two heavy
gold bracelets. “Whose daughter are you?”
he asked. “Please tell me, would there
be a room in your father’s house where
[ could spend the night?”

She replied that she was called Rebekah
and that she was the daughter of Bethuel
and the granddaughter of Nahor. She said
that he was welcome to stay the night in her




father’s house and ran back to tell her

family. Her brother, Laban, went straight

out to meet the stranger. He knew

immediately that the stranger was

blessed by the Lord and welcomed

him into the house, offering him food.
But Abraham’s servant would not

eat before he explained why he had come.

“I am the servant of Abraham. He has
one son, Isaac, and [ have been sent to
find him a wife here, in the country of
Abraham’s birth. And the Lord has led
me to Rebekah, the granddaughter of my
master’s brother. She has been chosen.”
Laban and Bethuel listened, knowing
that it was the will of God, and they
answered, “Here is Rebekah. Take her
and let her become the wife of your
master’s son, as the Lord has directed.”
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And the servant gave more jewelry
to Rebekah—both gold and silver—and
beautiful embroidered clothes. He also
gave special gifts to her brother and mother.
They would have liked Rebekah to stay
with them for a few more days to say
goodbye, but Abraham’s servant was in
a hurry to get home.

Rebekah took her maidservants and
her old nurse, and together they set off,
with Abraham’s servant, to start a new life
in Canaan. When they eventually arrived it
was dusk, and Isaac was praying by himself
out in the fields. He opened his eyes as the
camel train approached and saw Rebekah
for the first time. Soon afterward, Isaac and
Rebekah were married, and [saac loved his
wife dearly. And she comforted him greatly
after the death of his mother, Sarah.

Dowry bag
A dowry was a gift for the
bride’s father to show the
groom’s appreciation for
taking his daughter. It was
usually money or precious
goods. A bride was also
given a dowry (in a bag
similar to this Afghan
example) from her father
to help with married life.

Understanding
the story

Abraham sends his
trusted servant to find a
wife for his son Isaac, but
he is really putting his
faith in God to determine
the outcome. The
servant asks God to help
him find a bride, and his
prayers are answered in
the form of Rebekah’s
extraordinary kindness
and generosity toward
the servant, which show
that she is the perfect
choice. Abraham, his
servant, and Rebekah all
demonstrate their
commitment to God.

¢




Hunting weapons
Esau used bows and
arrows to hunt animals.
The bows were crafted
from wood and bone,
while the arrows were
made of reeds or wood
with a tip of flint, bone,
or metal. Arrowheads
were sometimes dipped
in poison. Game included
wild goat and deer.
Ancient hunters also
used nets and traps.

1\_# ,/’/
Lentil stew
A standard meal in
ancient times, lentil stew
was usually eaten with
unleavened bread. Esau
trades his right to the
family’s estate for a bowl
of stew, but, more
importantly, he gives
up his right to inherit
God’s covenant with his
grandfather Abraham.
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Esau and Jacob

Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekabh,
but for many years they remained childless.

They prayed to the Lord and, at last, after
nearly twenty years, she became pregnant
with twins. As they grew inside her, they
kicked and jostled, and she asked the
Lord why this was happening? He replied,
“Two nations are in your womb, and two
peoples from within you will be separated.
One people will be stronger than the other,
and the older will serve the younger.”

When the time came, Rebekah did
indeed give birth to twin boys. The first
was bright red and covered in hair from
his head to his toes and they named
him Esau. The second was smooth
and slippery as an eel and they
named him Jacob.

The twins grew up side by side,
but Esau became a hunter, skilful with
his bow and arrow, while Jacob preferred
to stay at home and help his mother.

He was her favorite, while Esau was
dearer to his father’s heart.

One day, Jacob was stirring a lentil
stew when Esau rushed in, famished.
“Quick! Give me some stew!”

“I'will,” replied Jacob. “But only if
you give up your rights as the firstborn
son and give them to me.”

“I can’t see what good my rights are
anyway,” retorted Esau. “You can have
them, with pleasure.” Then Esau tucked
into a bowl of stew.

The years passed and Isaac lost his
sight. He called to his son, Esau, and said,

“My son, I am an old man and death is
approaching. Go and catch some wild game
for me. Prepare my favorite dish. Then

[ will give you my blessing before I die.”

Rebekah overheard his words, but
she wanted Jacob to receive the blessing
instead of Esau and she thought of a plan.
She told Jacob to find two young goats and
bring them to her. She would prepare a
delicious meal. Then Jacob could take it to
his father and receive his blessing. But Jacob
protested, “Esau is hairy and [ am smooth-
skinned. What if my father touches me?

He would know [ was tricking him and
would curse me.” His mother told him not
to worry, saying any curse would fall on her.

So Jacob fetched the goats and Rebekah
prepared the meal. She dressed Jacob in
Esau’s clothes and disguised his hands and
the skin of his neck with hairy goatskins.
Then Jacob took the dish to Isaac. But
[saac hesitated, confused. “Come near
so I can touch you, my son,” he said.

“The voice is Jacob’s, but the hands
are Esau’s. Are you really my son Esau?”

‘I am,” lied Jacob.

So [saac sat up and ate the food. When
he had finished, he put his hand on Jacob’s
head and gave him his blessing. “May
nations serve you and peoples bow down
to you. Be lord over your brothers and may
the sons of your mother bow down to you.”

Jacob received the blessing and ran
out of the tent, glad to get away. Soon after,




Esau arrived with a plate of food. “Here |
am, father. Esau, your firstborn. I've got the
food you asked for.” [saac gasped in horror,

knowing that he had been tricked by Jacob.

“Your brother came and took your
blessing,” he cried. “I cannot take it back.”

“He has deceived me twice,” replied
Esau bitterly. “He took my birthright and
now he’s taken my blessing.”

[saac nodded. “I have made him lord
over you and have made all his relatives
his servants,” he said sadly.

And Esau wept. “Do you only have
one blessing, my father? Bless me, too.”
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But [saac knew that the Lord’s word was
in the blessing he had given to Jacob and
it could not be altered.

From that day on, Esau hated his brother.
He planned to kill him as soon as their
father was dead and the days of mourning
were over. When Rebekah heard about
Esau’s plot, she went straight to Jacob
and warned him. She told him to hide in
her brother’s house far away in Haran.
“Stay there until Esau’s fury subsides. I'll
send word when it’s safe for you to come
back.” Jacob fled immediately.

“Your brother
came and
took your
blessing.”

Understanding
the story

Tensions between
the brothers start in the
womb. Esau demonstrates
that he is not fit to lead by
swapping his inheritance,
which includes God’s
covenant, for some food.
God’s promise that
Rebekah’s younger son
would rule the older one
is kept when Jacob receives
Isaac’s blessing.
Although the blessing
is achieved by deceit,

it is still valid. ‘




A center for trade and
commerce, Haran was
also one of the main cities
of the moon-god Sin.
The site of Haran today
is in southeast Turkey,
where the ruins of the
Temple of Sin, including
this striking tower and
arch, can be found.

Ziggurat steps
Jacob’s dream of
a stairway to heaven
closely resembles the
steep outdoor staircases
found on many ancient
Mesopotamian pyramid-
shaped temples, known
as ziggurats. Religious
altars or shrines were
probably built on the top.
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Jacob’s Ladder
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Jacob continued on his journey from
Beersheba to Haran and, when the sun dropped
low in the sky, he stopped to rest for the night.

He found a smooth stone and put

it under his head, like a pillow, and lay
down under the starry sky. He was tired
from traveling and fell into a deep sleep.
He dreamed that he saw a magnificent
stairway reaching steeply through the
clouds to heaven. A procession of angels
glided up and down the steps. And at the
very top of the stairway stood the Lord,
looking down at Jacob.

“I am the Lord, the God of your father
Abraham and the God of Isaac,” He said.
“I will give you and your descendants the
land on which you are lying. Your
descendants will spread out to the west
and to the east, to the north and to the
south. All peoples on earth will be
blessed through you and your offspring,”

Jacob woke up early the next
morning, refreshed after his sleep, and
he remembered his dream. “The Lord is
in this place and [ didn’t know,” he said
to himself, shivering with fear. “This is
the House of God and that is the gate
to heaven.” To mark the site of his sacred
vision, Jacob took the stone that he had
used as a pillow and made a memorial
stone. Then he poured some oil over
it and named the place “Bethel,”
which means “House of God.”

And he made a vow, saying, “If God
watches over me on this journey so that
[ return safely to my father’s house, then
the Lord will be my God and this stone
that I have set up will be God’s house.”

‘He dreamed that he saw a
magnificent stairway reaching steeply
through the clouds to heaven.”

- . ] We———

Understanding the story

In Jacob’s dream, God is standing at the top of a stairway to heaven. God repeats the
promise He first made to Jacob’s forefathers Abraham and Isaac, and affirms that Jacob
will receive the covenant, too. Jacob also realizes the link between the God of his
ancestors and the people on Earth, and that God can be encountered anywhere.




Jacob dreams of
a procession of angels in
“The Dream of Jacob” by
Italian painter Alessandro
Allori (1535-1607).
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Jacob and Rachel

Jacob left Bethel, where God had appeared
to him in a dream, and continued on his way. It was a
long journey across the Jordan River to Haran in northwest
Mesopotamia, where his mothers brother, Laban, lived.

When at last he arrived, he saw a well

in the middle of a field, covered by a large
stone. Around it, a few flocks of sheep lay
sleeping in the sun. The shepherds watched
over them, chatting to each other. Each

day, toward sunset, when all the flocks

had gathered, the shepherds rolled the stone

away from the mouth of the well to reveal

the cool water deep below. Then they would

draw the water up and fill the troughs so
there was plenty for all the thirsty sheep.

Jacob greeted the shepherds and asked
them if they knew Laban. “We do indeed,”
they replied. “And here comes his daughter
Rachel with the sheep.”

But Jacob could not understand why
the shepherds were hanging around, doing
nothing. “Look,” he said, “the sun is still
high in the sky and the rest of the flocks
won't be gathered for hours. Why don't
you water your sheep now and then you'll
be able to take them back to pasture?”

“No, we can’t water them until all
the flocks are gathered,” they replied.
“Only then will we roll the stone away.”

Jacob turned and saw Rachel, the
beautiful young shepherdess, walking
toward the well, guiding her flock before
her. His heart leapt at the sight of his lovely
cousin. He went over to her, bowing low,
and introduced himself, saying he was the

son of Rebekah and the nephew of her
father, Laban. He embraced her and kissed
her. And, despite what the shepherds had
told him, he rolled the stone from the mouth
of the well and drew water for her sheep.
Rachel ran home to tell her father and
her older sister, Leah, about the visitor, who
had arrived so unexpectedly. They were
curious to see him, and Laban rushed out
of the house to find him. He threw his arms
around his nephew and welcomed him,
overjoyed to meet him. Together, they went
back to the house and Jacob explained why
he had come from Beersheba and told him
the whole story about his twin brother, Esau.
“You are my own flesh and blood,” said
Laban. “You must stay with us here.” Jacob
agreed, happy to remain in his uncle’s house
and to help him. He would also be near
Rachel with whom he had fallen in love.
He worked hard from morning until
night, helping with the livestock and
tending the crops in
the fields.

‘He would
also be near
Rachel with

whom he

had fallen

in love.”

Understanding
the story

Jacob continues his journey
and goes to live with his
uncle Laban. He is honest
in telling his family the
whole story about his
brother, Esau. Laban
welcomes him as his own
flesh and blood. Jacob
finds happiness in his
uncle’s affection and his
love for his cousin Rachel.
He toils away to keep his
place in their home.
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Jacob’s
Wedding

After a month, Laban came to Jacob, his nepheuw,
and said, “You have been working hard for several weeks

‘T'll work for

you for
seven years

now. But, just because you are my own flesh and blood, in return fOT’
you should not work for nothing. How can I pay you?” your youngest

Jacob replied, “I'll work for you for Rachel, the time slipped by so quickly d au g h te]';
seven years in return for your youngest that it seemed more like seven days. ”
daughter, Rachel.” At the end of this time, Jacob went to R ac h e l :
Laban looked at him and thought Laban and said, “Uncle, give me my wife.
for a moment. Then he said, “It is better [ have worked for you for seven years, as
that I give her to you than to a stranger. promised, and [ want to marry her now.”
Stay here with me.” Laban agreed and started to plan
Jacob worked hard for the next seven a splendid wedding feast, with the best
years but, because of his deep love for dishes and the finest wines. The celebrations

ab an” (1787) by French painter
- Louis Gauffier (1762~




Veil
It was customary for
brides to wear veils over
their faces on wedding
days. This was how
Jacob mistook Leah
for Rachel. The veil
represents purity and
modesty, as well as
respect for God. Laban’s
deception echoes Jacob
taking advantage of his
blind father, Isaac.

‘Finally,
to her great
joy, she
found she

was pregnant
and she gave
birth to a son

who was
named

Joseph.”
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would go on for a week, with music
and singing and dancing. Everybody
would be invited.

When the great day came, Jacob
watched proudly as his bride took her
place by his side. She was dressed in
the most beautiful embroidered robes
and wore a heavy jeweled veil, which
concealed her face completely. He took
her hand.

That night, as darkness fell, they
retired early to bed, leaving Laban and
their guests to carry on feasting and
drinking. But the next morning, when
Jacob opened his eyes and turned over
to kiss his new wife, he could not believe
his eyes. He saw with horror that it was
not Rachel, but her older sister Leah,
lying by his side.

He rushed to find Laban, shouting,
“What have you done? You tricked me!
You deceived me! [ worked for seven
whole years for Rachel and you have
given me ugly old Leah.”

Laban replied, “It is not our custom
here to give the younger daughter in
marriage before the older one. We will
finish celebrating your marriage to Leah
and then, at the end of the week, you
can also have Rachel as your wife. But
only if you promise to work for another
seven years.”

And so, a week later, Rachel became

Jacob’s wife. He loved her from the
bottom of his heart and he worked
happily for another seven years.

Although Jacob was not in love with
his first wife, Leah, she quickly became
pregnant and gave birth to their first son,
who was named Reuben. And, before long,
she went on to have three more sons—
Simeon, Levi, and Judah. It was hard for
Rachel, who was still not pregnant, and
she watched her sister with increasing
jealousy. “Give me children or [ will die!”
she implored Jacob.

“Do you think I am God?” he replied
angrily. In desperation, Rachel took her
maidservant, Bilhah, and gave her to Jacob
as a wife. “Marry her so that she can bear
children for me so that, through her, I too
can build a family.”

Bilhah had no difficulty in conceiving
and, nine months later, gave birth to a son
named Dan. And the next year she had
another son named Naphtali. Jacob also
fathered two more sons with Leah’s servant,
Zilpah, and they were named Gad and
Asher. And Leah herself bore him two
more sons, Issachar and Zebulon, and
finally a daughter named Dinah.

All these years Rachel had waited,
grieving that she had not been able to give
her husband a son. Finally, to her great joy,
she found she was pregnant and she gave
birth to a son who was named Joseph.

Understanding the story

Jacob discovers that he is not always the master of deception.

As he tricked his brother in order to get the blessing, his uncle now
tricks him into marrying the wrong daughter, as well as working for
another seven years without pay. Despite these setbacks, Jacob fathers
12 sons, who will become the leaders of the 12 tribes of Israel.
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Tribes of Israel
This map shows the kingdoms of the
12 tribes of Israel. These tribes were
descended from the 12 sons of Jacob.
Each tribe had its own identity and
territory after Canaan was conquered.
The Levite tribe was the exception
without a territory.

12 TRIBES OF ISRAEL

REUBEN
Jacob’s eldest son was known for his kind heart.
He was given the territory east of the Dead Sea.

SIMEON
The second son of Jacob, Simeon had prophetic
powers. He inherited the southern part of Canaan.

JUDAH

‘The fourth son of Jacob, Judah became the
greatest tribe, with the largest area of the
Promised Land.

DAN
Dan’s territory on the Mediterranean coast meant
that his tribe became known for seafaring.

NAPHTALI
Joseph's sixth son inherited land on the eastern
side of Galilee. His tribe were brave warriors.

GAD
Jacob's seventh son, Gad and his tribe settled
in the central region of Transjordan.

ASHER
Asher was given western Galilee, which contained
some of Canaan’s most fertile and prosperous land.

ISSACHAR
The ninth-born son, Issachar, and his tribe
came to be known for study of the Torah.

ZEBULON
Zebulon's tribe became merchants, and had a
close relationship with their neighbor, Issachar.

JOSEPH

Joseph was the eleventh son and his father’s
favorite. Joseph received two areas, one for
each of his sons—Ephraim and Manasseh.

. BENJAMIN
The twelfth and youngest son, Benjamin was
given land east of the Judean hills.

LEVI
Instead of receiving land, Levi’s tribe were
committed to serving God as priests.
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‘A man
suddenly
appeared out
of the night
and lunged at
him, gripping
him by
the throat.”

Jacob's Return

L A

In time, Jacob wanted to go home to Canaan,
but his uncle, Laban, persuaded him to stay in Haran.
Over the years, he had come to rely on his nepheuw.

But Laban was not always honest with
Jacob and sometimes tried to cheat him.
Despite this, Jacob had built up large
flocks and herds of his own and was
now wealthy in his own right. Laban’s

sons watched Jacob jealously and talked
about him behind his back. “Jacob has
taken everything our father owned and
has gained all his wealth through him,”
they muttered sourly to each other.

And even Laban himself began to
cold-shoulder Jacob.

Then the Lord came to Jacob and
said, “Go back to the land of your fathers
and to your relatives. I will be with you.”

Jacob immediately sent for his wives,
Rachel and Leah. “You know that [ have
worked for your father with all my
strength, yet he has cheated me out
of my wages. However, God has not
allowed him to harm me. And God has
told me to leave and go back to my
native land.”

Rachel and Leah listened and
prepared to leave with their children
and all their worldly possessions. Then,
without a word, they left, driving their
flocks and herds ahead of them
across the Euphrates to the
mountains of Gilead.

When Laban discovered that they
had gone, he chased after them and
finally caught up with them seven days
later. “Why did you deceive me and run
off like that?” he asked Jacob. “You
didn't even let me kiss my grandchildren
and daughters goodbye!”




The two men talked and argued
long into the night, but eventually they
settled their differences, calling God to
bear witness. Early the next morning
Laban kissed his grandchildren and
daughters goodbye and blessed them.
Then he set off and returned home.

Jacob took his family and continued the
long journey to Canaan. When they drew
near he sent a message to his brother Esau,
whom he had fled from so many years
before. Soon, news came back that Esau
was coming to meet him with a force of
four hundred men.

“O God of my father Abraham,

God of my father [saac,” Jacob prayed,
“I am unworthy of all the kindness and
faithfulness you have shown me. Save
me, | pray, from the hand of my
brother Esau!”

Jacob chose his finest animals and sent
them ahead with his servants, as a gift to
Esau. Then he took his wives and children
and all their possessions across the Jabbok
River and told them to wait for him there.
He spent the night alone, and as he sat,
deep in thought, a man suddenly appeared
out of the night and lunged at him, gripping
him by the throat. Jacob gasped and fought
back, pinning him to the ground.

They wrestled, on and on, grappling with
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each other like silent shadows,
evenly matched. At last, the

sun’s rays started to creep over
the horizon and the man said, “Let
me go, for it is daybreak. What is
your name?”

Jacob told him his name and the
man replied, “Your name will no longer
be Jacob, but Israel, because you have
struggled with God and with man and have
overcome.” With these words He blessed
Jacob and disappeared into thin air.

[srael means “he struggles with
God” and Jacob realized that he had
seen God face to face and that his life
had been spared. He went straight to
rejoin his family—just in time to see Esau
approaching with all his men. Telling his
wives and children to stay behind, Jacob
went to meet his brother, bowing low before
him seven times. Without hesitation, Esau
threw his arms around his neck and kissed
him warmly, saying that he did not need
the animals that Jacob had sent him.

“No, please, if I have found favor in
your eyes, accept this gift from me,” Jacob
replied. “For to see your face is like seeing
the face of God, now that you have received
me favorably. Please accept the present that
was brought to you, for God has been
gracious to me and [ have all [ need.”

Understanding the story

Abraham and Isaac accepted God as their Lord immediately, but Jacob often
experienced conflict over his faith. This is why he is named Israel, meaning
“he struggles with God.” The mysterious stranger he wrestles with is really a

representation of God. God promised to look after Jacob, and He does not let him
down. With his new name, he is a changed man who now accepts God completely.

Wrestling
Wrestling is the only sport
mentioned in the Bible.
Men often settled their
scores and showed their
strength in wrestling
matches. This sport
featured at the ancient
Olympic Games of
Greece, as depicted in this
relief (above). Jacob does
not know he is wrestling
with God, and therefore,
wrestling his own faith.

Jabbok River
Jacob sends his family
ahead across the Jabbok
River to give himself time
for quiet contemplation.
Today it is called the
Zerqa River. The fast-
flowing waters of the river
flow into the Jordan River
15 miles (25 km) north
of the Dead Sea.
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Joseph’s coat
Joseph’s ornate coat was
probably made of a rich,
quality cloth woven with
colored threads, as seen

in this Egyptian tomb
painting of Asians. Their
clothes differed from
those of the Egyptians,
who wore more simple
clothes and designs.

Dyes
The description of
Joseph’s coat suggests
it was dyed in a range
of vibrant shades. These
colorful dyes came from
natural sources. Red was
from the kermes insect,
orange from the saffron
flower, purple from
mollusk shells, and blue
from pomegranate rinds.

Josephs Dreams
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Joseph lived with his father, Jacob,
and his brothers in the land of Canaan. Jacob
loved all his sons, but Joseph was his favorite.

His father had given Joseph a beautiful “We were binding sheaves of corn out
coat, intricately woven with the colors in the field when suddenly my sheaf
of the rainbow. Joseph wore it all the time. rose and stood upright. Your sheaves
Everybody knew that he was the apple gathered round mine and bowed down
of his father’s eye and Joseph’s brothers to it.” His brothers were incensed. “So
hated him for it. you want to rule us, do you?” they
One night, Joseph had a dream jeered. A few nights later, Joseph
and he told his brothers about it. - : had another dream and he




foolishly told his brothers about it. “This
time the sun and the moon and eleven
stars were bowing down to me.”

He also told his father, who was not
pleased. “What is this dream? Do you
think the whole family will actually come
and bow down to you?”

Joseph’s brothers went to look after
their father’s sheep and goats in the north
of the country. After some days, Jacob
asked Joseph to go and see that all was
well. When the brothers saw Joseph
approaching, they saw their chance. “Here
comes that little dreamer,” they said. “Let’s
kill him and hide him in one of these pits.
WEe'll say a wild animal attacked him.”

But Reuben, who was a kind man and
liked his brother, pleaded with the others,
“By all means, throw him into the pit,
but don't kill him.” When Joseph finally
reached his brothers, they pounced on him
and ripped off his coat. They put him in the
pit without any food or water.

The brothers sat down to eat their meal
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that evening, unsure of what to do. And
then they saw a caravan of Ishmaelite
merchants on the horizon. One of the
brothers, who was named Judah, said,

“Do we really want to kill Joseph? He is
our own flesh and blood. Why don't we
sell him? Then we’ll be rid of him, without
laying a hand on him.” His brothers agreed.

So, they pulled Joseph out of the pit
and offered him to the merchants. A price
was agreed, and he was sold and hoisted
on to a camel, bound for Egypt.

The brothers slaughtered one of the
goats and smeared the blood on Joseph's
tattered coat before going home. They
showed the coat to their father saying,

“We found this. Do you think it could
belong to Joseph?”

Jacob recognized the blood-stained
bundle and cried, “It is my son’s coat! An
animal has devoured him.” And he mourned
for his beloved son. Meanwhile, Joseph had
reached Egypt. He was sold to Potiphar,
one of Pharaoh’s most important officials.

Jacob is grief-stricken when
he sees Joseph’s bloody coat

Understanding the story

Sibling rivalry leads to Joseph’s downfall. His jealous brothers
don’t like the preferential treatment he receives or the implications
of his dreams. When Jacob sees the blood-stained coat, he fears

the worst for his favorite son. But the brothers’ plan to kill

Joseph is in contrast with God’s plan for him. Joseph’s
destiny lies in Egypt, and God is with him.

Traded goods
[shmaelites were Arabian
merchants descended
from Abraham’s son
[shmael. Slave trading was
far less common than the
trade of spices and
aromatic resins between
Arabia and Egypt. Fennel
seeds (top) were sold as a
medicinal ingredient, while
myrrh resin (bottom) was
part of the anointing
and embalming process
for dead bodies.




Women in Egypt
The most powerful
Egyptian women
enjoyed a very high
status, reflected in this
mural from the tomb
of Sennedjem, where
Sennedjem’s wife,
Iyneferty, is shown as
of almost equal stature
to him. Women were
able to own and manage
property, and make
important decisions.

Cupbearer

The pharaoh’s cupbearer
held a high-ranking and
trusted position. His job

was to taste the pharaoh’s
food and drink to ensure
they were not poisoned.
The pharach would have
drunk from cups like this
typical Egyptian glazed

earthenware vessel.
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Joseph the Slave

Joseph, who had been taken to Egypt
from Canaan and sold as a slave, worked
hard for his new master, Potiphar.

The Lord was always by Joseph’s side,
and Joseph was good at whatever he did.
His master, who was captain of Pharaoh’s
guard and a man of great standing, was
impressed. Before long, he made Joseph
his own personal attendant and put him
in charge of the whole household.

Now, Joseph was a very handsome
man, and Potiphar’s wife took a shine to
him. Eventually, her passion running high,
she tried to seduce him. Joseph spurned her
advances. “My master trusts me. How could
[ betray him? How could I sin against God?”

But Potiphar’s wife would not take
no for an answer, believing herself to be
irresistible. Day after day she pursued him,
and day after day he refused her. At last, in
desperation, she cornered him and tore at
his cloak. Terrified, Joseph turned and fled,
leaving his cloak in her hands. Scorned

and rejected, Potiphar’s wife called

the servants and told them that Joseph
had tried to ravish her. “Look! When I
screamed, he left his cloak behind and
ran!” Then she rushed to tell her husband
the story. Potiphar was horrified and
ordered Joseph to be thrown into prison.

But the Lord watched over Joseph.
The prison warder liked the new inmate.
Soon, Joseph was put in charge of all
the other prisoners and, before long,
he was running the place.

There were two very special prisoners,
the royal baker and Pharaoh’s chief
cupbearer. Before they were criminals,
they had specific duties. The cupbearer
had to taste Pharaoh’s food and drink in
case it was poisoned, and the baker made
the household’s finest sweetmeats.

One morning, while doing his rounds,
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‘How could
I sin against God?”

Joseph saw the two of them sitting in their
cells with long faces. He asked what was
the matter. “We both had really odd dreams
last night,” they answered, “but there is
nobody who can interpret them.”
“Tell me your dreams,” said Joseph.
The chief cupbearer began with his.
“I saw a vine with three branches. As it
budded, it blossomed and its clusters
ripened into grapes. Pharaoh’s cup was
in my hand, and I took the grapes and
squeezed them into the cup for him.”
Joseph explained the dream. “The three
branches are three days. Within three days,
Pharaoh will restore you to your position
and you will put his cup in his hand, just
as you used to do.” And he added, “Please,
when you are back in favor, remember
me and mention me to Pharaoh. Try to
get me out of prison. | have done nothing
to deserve it.” The cupbearer agreed.
Then the baker described his dream.
“On my head were three baskets of bread.
In the top basket were baked goods for
Pharaoh, but the birds kept flying down
to eat them.”

Joseph interpreted the
dream. “The three baskets
are three days. Within three
days, Pharaoh will hang
you on a tree, and the birds
will eat away your flesh.”

The baker looked at
him, doubtfully.

Now, Pharaoh’s birthday
was in three days time and
he gave a feast for all his officials.
He ordered the release of the
chief cupbearer and the royal
baker from prison. Then he
summoned them to court
and gave the cupbearer
back his old job, but told
the baker that he would
be hanged, just as Joseph
had said. Sadly, the
cupbearer was so
happy to be restored
to his position that
he forgot to tell
Pharaoh about
Joseph’s plight.

Understanding the story

Joseph proves his good character by repelling the advances of his
master’s wife. Though Joseph is thrown in prison, God remains with him.
Though the meanings of Joseph’s own dreams have yet to be revealed,
his interpretations of the cupbearer and baker’s dreams come true.
This suggests that in the future, Joseph’s dreams will also come to pass.
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Pharaoh’s
Dreams

e

Two long years had passed
and Joseph was still in prison.
The chief cupbearer had forgotten _

CRNG 1 F e
about him completely and, far DN - =
from home, there was no-one _
else to spare Joseph a thought.
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One night, in the royal palace, Pharaoh
had a strange dream. He was on the banks
of the Nile and seven sleek, well-fed cows
waded out of the water and began to graze
among the bulrushes. Then seven more
cows followed them out of the water—
but these poor creatures were gaunt and
their ribs stuck out pitifully from their hides.
They opened their starving mouths and
ate all seven of the sleek, fat cows.
That same night, Pharaoh had another
dream. Seven ears of plump, healthy
corn were growing on a single stalk. Then — Pharaoh’s throne
another seven ears of corn sprouted, but Pharaph had a lavish .throne
these were scorched and shriveled and they ~ but they too were perplexed. foi;(;;]fs;:cci:{ ircncc;zli?ﬁ:nd
devoured the seven healthy ears of corn. Then, the chief cupbearer suddenly The throne represented his
Pharaoh was troubled. He could not remembered the young Joseph, who power and authority, and it |
understand what his dreams meant, but had interpreted his dream so perfectly was often placed on a higher
knew that they were important. He sent a long time ago in prison. And he felt bad A o;;iygl tgfsglzwnt]f poity
for the royal dream interpreter, who was that he had forgotten Joseph for so long. Tﬁis ;nr;te gold—plati:d
much revered and practiced in such matters, He told Pharaoh, and Joseph was released example was discovered in
but even he was baffled. Then Pharaoh from prison and summoned to court. the treasures of the boy-king
issued a decree, summoning all the wise Joseph bowed down before Pharaoh, 1057 Tl O dommue. |
men in Egypt. They came from far and who said, “I had a dream and no one can
wide and listened to Pharaoh’s dreams, explain it. But I have heard it said that when
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you hear a dream, you can interpret it.”

“I cannot do it,” replied Joseph,
“but God will give Pharaoh the answer
he desires.”

So Pharaoh told Joseph about his
dreams, and Joseph explained that they
were the same dream. They had been sent
by God in two different forms because the
message they contained was so important.
“The seven good cows are seven years and
the seven good ears of corn are the same
seven years. The seven thin cows that came
up afterward and the seven worthless ears
of corn are the next seven years.”

Joseph said that seven years of
great plenty would come to Egypt, but
then seven years of famine would follow.
And he warned Pharaoh, “The abundance
in the land will not be remembered, because
the famine that follows will be so severe.”
And he went on to advise Pharaoh that
he should find a wise man and put him in
charge to make sure that, during the good
years, one fifth of the harvest was saved
and stored so that there would be enough
food when the famine came.

Pharaoh was impressed by Joseph’s
words. “Can we find anyone like this man?”
he asked. “Someone with the Spirit of God?
Since God has made all this known to you,

there is no one more discerning or wise
than you. You shall be in charge of my
palace, and all my people are to submit
to your orders. You will be my second-in-
command. I hereby put you in charge of
the whole of Egypt.”

With that, Pharaoh took off his signet
ring and put it on Joseph’s finger. He
dressed him in fine robes and placed
a gold chain around his neck. And together,
they rode in a magnificent chariot,

Joseph by Pharaoh’s side, for all to see.

Just as Joseph had predicted, seven
years of plenty followed, and the fertile
land, watered by the Nile, produced food
in abundance. The fields were full of wheat
and barley, the fruit trees groaned with
figs and pomegranates, and the vines were
heavy with the sweetest grapes. Joseph
traveled all over the country, making sure
that a good proportion was stockpiled and
saved for the bad years that he knew lay
ahead. Huge quantities of grain were stored
in granaries in every town and city.

Then, after seven years, the Nile dried
up, the land shriveled and shrank back into
itself, and the relentless famine began. But,
although the crops failed year after year,
there was food for everybody in Egypt and,
thanks to Joseph, no one went hungry.
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Understanding the story

Pharaoh’s disturbing dreams are of particular significance because
the Egyptians believed that their nation’s fate depended on the
pharaoh’s fate. When Pharaoh’s own dream interpreter cannot
tell him the meaning of his dreams, Joseph can. Joseph makes

it clear that it is God who is providing the answer.

Pharaoh’s chariot
Joseph had the
honor of riding with
Pharaoh in his chariot,
a remarkable change in
his fortunes. Royalty and
high-ranking officials
traveled in style in
ceremonial chariots,
such as the one above,
which belonged
to Tutankhamun.

Drought record
The Famine Stela,
discovered on Sehel
[sland in the Nile River,
recorded information
about a seven-year
drought and famine that
affected ancient Egypt
while Pharaoh Djoser
was on the throne
(c. 2686—2667 BCE). This
seven-year famine ties in
with Pharaoh’s dreams.




The pharaoh
The Bible gives no clues to the identity
of the pharaoh in the story of Joseph.
The most famous pharaoh was Rameses 11
(ruled 1279-1213 BCE), who erected more
statues of himself than any other king.
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Famine
This sad statue of
a desperate man begging
was discovered in Egypt
and dates from the Middle
Kingdom (2040—1640 BCE).
When the water levels of
the Nile River dropped,
the crops could not
flourish and many people
starved to death.

fl Joseph was
now the

powerful
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*Joseph
the Governor

Famine gripped the land, spreading from
country to country. Soon, it arrived in Canaan,
which Joseph had left so many years before.

His aged father, Jacob, had heard the rumor
that there were great mountains of grain far
away in Egypt. So ten of Joseph’s brothers
made the long journey to Egypt, but the
youngest, who was named Benjamin, stayed
at home with his father.

Now, although they did not know it,
their brother Joseph was the most
important governor in all Egypt and
was in charge of selling grain. When
the brothers arrived, Joseph recognized
them. He did not let on, however, and
asked them where they came from.

“From the land of Canaan,” they
replied nervously, not recognizing him.

“You are spies!” Joseph accused them.
“You have come to snoop and pry!”

“No, my lord,” they protested. “We
were twelve brothers, all the sons of one
father who lives in Canaan. The youngest

is now with our father and one brother

is no more.”

“I don’t believe youl! I think you're
spies!” retorted Joseph. “But [ will test
whether you are lying or not. You will not
leave unless your youngest brother comes
here. One of you must go and get him. The
rest of you will stay here in prison. Then we
will see if you're telling the truth!” But, for

the time being, he put them all in prison.

After three days, Joseph went to them,
relenting slightly. “If you really are honest,
as you say, one of you can stay here and
the rest can go back home and take grain to
your starving household. But then you must
bring back your youngest brother to prove
that you are telling the truth.”

The brothers looked at each other,
bewildered. “This must be some kind of
punishment for what we did to our brother
so long ago,” they said. Reuben, the kindest
of the brothers, who had pleaded with the
others to spare Joseph’s life, said, “Didn’t
[ tell you not to sin against that boy?”

Deeply moved, Joseph turned away
from them to hide his tears. When he had
composed himself, he turned back and
chose Simeon to be held in prison.

Then he gave orders for their bags to

be filled with grain and for the silver
they had brought with them to be hidden
amongst it. He also arranged for food

to be given to them for their journey:
The brothers loaded up their donkeys
and set off for Canaan.

When they stopped to rest that night,
one brother opened his sack to give his
donkey a few handfuls of grain and he
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found the piece of silver buried
there. He showed it to the others
in amazement and they looked at
each other uncertainly, and said,
“What does this mean?”
They continued their journey and
at last arrived in Canaan. As they were
emptying their bags, they found the
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silver hidden in each one and they shivered
with fear, not knowing what was going on.
They told their father, Jacob, the whole
story and begged him to let them take their
youngest brother, Benjamin, back to Egypt.
But Jacob, distraught at the thought

of losing him, refused.
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Understanding the story ks

Grain gathered at harvest
time was stored in large
granaries, with clerks
given the job of noting
and documenting the
stock. This clerk, part of
a larger frieze, is writing
down the annual harvest

The power balance has shifted and Joseph, governor of Egypt,
is now in charge. Joseph forces his brothers to confront their past and each
other, so they can all be reconciled. Simeon’s detention in Egypt reminds the
brothers of how they treated Joseph. The story proves that it is never too
late to change direction. Though the brothers were jealous
and aggressive, they see the error of their ways.

‘Didn’t I tell
you not to
sin against
that boy?”

tally so all records are
kept up to date.

Joseph orders Simeon
to be taken to prison
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Benjamin
Jacob had 12 sons, but
his favorite was the
youngest. Benjamin
(meaning “son of my
right hand”) was the only
one born in [srael.
His father predicted great
things for Benjamin’'s
descendants, who went
on to form a tribe, called
the Benjamites. King Saul
of the Old Testament
and Paul of the New
Testament were the
best-known Benjamites.
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Silver cup
To steal a silver cup was a
major crime in ancient
Egypt. Silver was a highly
prized and relatively rare
metal compared to gold,
which was more readily
available. Silver supplies

were limited because the “%

metal was imported into
Egypt from Syria.

This theft was particularly
serious because the cup
was the property of
Joseph. As the Pharaoh’s
deputy, he was the second
most important person

in Egypt.

" The Silver Cup

The famine continued and, in time, the grain that
Jacob's sons had brought from Egypt had run out.

Jacob wanted his sons to go back again
to buy more, but Judah reminded him that,
this time, they would have to take their
youngest brother, Benjamin. They had made
a promise to Joseph, the governor of Egypt.
“Why did you tell him that you had a young
brother in the first place?” grumbled Jacob,
who was very fond of his young son.

“He asked all about us and our family;”
his sons protested. “He wanted to know
if our father was still alive and if we had
another brother How were we to know he
would insist we brought our brother to him?”

Then Judah spoke to his father,

“I myself will guarantee Benjamin’s safety.
If T don’t bring him back, I will bear the
blame all my life.”

Reluctantly, his father agreed. “So be
it. But you must keep on the right side of
this governor. Take gifts with you and take
twice as much silver this time, for you must
return the silver you found in your sacks.
And take your brother. May God Almighty
grant you mercy.”

When the brothers arrived in Egypt,
they presented themselves to Joseph. As
soon as Joseph saw Benjamin, he said to
his chief steward, “Take these men to my
house, slaughter an animal and prepare

a feast. They will eat with me at noon.”
The brothers could not understand
why they were being treated with
such favor. Perhaps it was a trick
and they were going to end up
as slaves? And then, the
steward brought in Simeon,
who had been left behind in

Silver bowl

This Ancient Egyptian bowl dates

from 3rd to 1st century BCE. It shows

a daisy in its center surrounded by

petals or leaves, which was a typical
decoration style for containers in this period.




prison, and the brothers threw their arms
around him, relieved that he was safe.

Joseph arrived and, bowing low, the
brothers gave him the gifts from Canaan.
He received them graciously, but could
not take his eyes off Benjamin. Unlike the
others, Benjamin and he shared the same
mother and they were real brothers. Tears
welled in Joseph’s eyes at the sight of him,
but he pulled himself together and ordered
the food to be served. It was a feast, but the
brothers were astonished as Benjamin was
given five times as much as anybody else.

Afterward, Joseph gave instructions
for their sacks to be filled with food and
grain and for their pieces of silver to be
hidden amongst it. And then he ordered
that his own special silver cup should be
put in Benjamin’s sack.

The brothers headed home, but had
not gone far before Joseph's chief steward
caught up with them, accusing them of
stealing his master’s silver cup. The brothers
protested their innocence. “Why would we
steal silver or gold from your master’s
house? If any one of us is found to have i,
he will die. And the rest of us will become
your lord’s slaves.” Gladly, they opened their
sacks and the steward peered inside them.
When he saw the silver cup in Benjamin’s
sack, he pulled it out and brandished it high
in the air. The brothers looked at
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Benjamin in disbelief. They returned
to Joseph’s house. “How can we prove
our innocence?” asked Judah, sadly.
“We are all your slaves.”

“No!” answered Joseph. “Only the man
who had the cup will be my slave. The rest
of you must return to your father.”

Judah pleaded with him, explaining
how precious Benjamin was to their father.
“Please let me stay here as your slave in
place of Benjamin. How can I go back
to my father if he is not with me?”

At this, Joseph broke down. He sobbed,
“I am Joseph! Your brother Joseph! The
one you sold into Egypt. But don’t be angry
with yourselves. It was to save lives that God
sent me ahead of you. It was not you who
sent me here but God.” And he gave them
a message for their father, “God has made
me lord of all Egypt. Come here to me.
You shall live in the region of Goshen—
you, your children, and grandchildren,
your flocks and herds, and all you have.

[ will provide for you because five years
of famine are still to come.”

When Jacob heard the news he
could not believe that his beloved son,
Joseph, was still alive. And he was now
the governor of Egypt and was offering
the family refuge. He exclaimed, “My son
Joseph is alive! I will go and see him before
[ die!l”
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Understanding the story

Joseph recognizes that his rise to power in Egypt was God’s will all
along. As his family gather together and his brothers prove themselves
to be changed men, Joseph remembers his past dream. It all becomes

clear. The stars and sheaves of corn represented the 11 brothers
now working for him. Again, his dream comes to pass.

It was
lo save
lives that
God sent
me ahead

of you.
It was

notyou
who sent

me here
but God.”
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Victory steles
Steles were upright slabs
crafted to commemorate

special events. The
Merneptah Stele (above)
includes pictures and
text for King Merneptah
(c. 1213-1203 BcE), and is
the only Egyptian source
to mention the Israelites
as a settled people.
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Papyrus boats
The Hebrew for “basket”
is used in the Bible to
describe both Noah’s ark
and the container in which
baby Moses was found. It
actually means a papyrus
boat. Small boats made
of strong reeds were used
to transport people and
goods on the Nile River.

Moses in the
Bulrushes
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Since the time of Joseph, the children of Israel
had thrived and prospered in the land of Egypt.
Generations came and went and they multiplied,
spreading far and wide throughout the fertile country.

But one day, a new Pharaoh, who had
never heard of the Israelites’ famous
ancestor, Joseph, came to the throne
and was consumed with fear. “Look,”
he said to his counselors, “the Israelites
are everywhere. There are far too many
of them. If war breaks out, they will side
with our enemies.”
He ordered that the Israelites be
forced to labor, building stone cities
with their bare hands. But the more cruelly
the Israelites were treated, the quicker
they multiplied. Then Pharaoh had a
better idea. He ordered that all male
children born to
[sraelite women
should be put
to death at birth.
But the midwives
took no notice.
“Why have
you let the
boys live?”
g =, thundered
j Pharaoh.
“Israelite
women aren’t
like Egyptian

women,” the midwives said.
“They are healthy and give birth before
the midwives arrive.”

At his wits’ end, Pharaoh declared,
“Every boy that is born must be thrown
into the Nile, but let every girl live!”

Now, there was a couple who belonged
to the tribe of Levi and the wife had just
given birth to a son. She could not bring
herself to comply with Pharaoh’s cold-
blooded order and, for three months,
she hid her baby son at home. But as the
infant grew bigger and noisier it became
impossible. So she fetched a basket and
made it watertight. Then she laid her baby
in it and took it to the banks of the Nile,
hiding it in the bulrushes. Her young
daughter went with her to keep watch.

Soon, Pharaoh’s daughter came to
bathe in the river and caught sight of the
basket. She sent a maid to fetch it and, as
she lifted the cover, the baby whimpered
sweetly and her heart melted. “It must be
one of those poor Israelite babies,” she said.

At that moment, the baby’s sister asked
innocently, “Shall I get one of the Israelite
women to nurse the baby for you?”
Pharaoh’s daughter agreed. So the baby
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was brought up by his real mother, and
when he grew older Pharaoh’s daughter
adopted him as her own. She named him
Moses, which means “to draw out,” because
she had drawn him out of the water.

Understanding the story

The birth of Moses came almost 300 years after Joseph’s death, during
a period in which the Israelite population expanded greatly. The pharaoh
feels under threat from the Israelites and is determined to destroy them.

It is the pharaoh’s daughter who rescues and raises the baby boy.
Moses will go on to lead the Israelites and save them from slavery.




Sinai Desert
With fine sand, bare
rocks, and high plateaus,
the Sinai Desert is a
spectacular place. Desert
conditions are harsh,
however, with high
daytime temperatures
dropping to below
freezing at night. Despite
this, it has been home
to Bedouin tribes
for thousands of years.
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YHWH
God’s name “I AM”
is spelled with the four
Hebrew letters YHWH
and is known as the
“Tetragrammaton.”
YHWH is usually written
out as “Yahweh” and is
taken from the Hebrew
verb “to be.” It translates
as “the one who is always
there,” which reflects the
Lord’s eternal presence.
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Moses is
Called by God
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Moses grew up in Pharaohs palace and
was treated as if he was the son of the princess. But he
was a thoughtful young man, who never forgot that his
birth parents belonged to the Levite tribe of Israel.

One day, he went out and saw the Israelite
slave gangs dragging huge slabs of stone
out of the quarry. From morning until night
they worked in the scorching sun. Suddenly,
one of the slaves collapsed on the ground.
The Egyptian slave driver went over and
kicked him. When the poor man still did
not get up, the slave driver gave him a
savage beating. Moses, unable to bear it,
rushed over and, glancing around to make
sure that no one saw, killed the cruel slave
driver. Then, filled with horror at what he
had done, he dug a large hole in the sand
and buried the body.

The next morning, Moses went back
and saw two [sraelites arguing. One of
them grabbed the other by the throat.
Moses went up and separated them,
asking them why they were fighting.

“Who are you to judge us?” one replied.
“Are you going to kill me, just as you
murdered that Egyptian yesterday?”

Moses was filled with terror. Word
would soon spread and everybody would
know about his crime. And when the news
reached Pharaoh, Moses knew that his own
life would be in danger. He gathered a few
belongings and left Egypt, fleeing across the

Sinai Desert until he reached the land of
Midian. He settled there, far from danger.

One day, Moses was sitting by a well
when seven young women came to draw
water for their flocks. The local shepherds
tried to stop them, but Moses came to
their rescue and helped them get water.
They were grateful and took him to meet
their father, who was a priest named Jethro.
He welcomed Moses and asked him to stay.
In time, Jethro gave his daughter, Zipporah,
to Moses in marriage.

Moses helped his father-in-law to look
after the sheep. One day, he took the flocks
across the desert to graze by the sacred
mountain of Sinai. He sat down to rest
and started to sleep. Suddenly, he sat bolt
upright and saw a blazing bush in front of
him. Although the flames crackled through
the branches, they did not even singe them.

Moses crept nearer and then he heard
the Lord’s voice coming from the middle
of the burning bush. “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of
[saac, and the God of Jacob. I have seen
the misery of my people in Egypt and am
concerned about their suffering. So [ have
come down to rescue them from the hands
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of the Egyptians and bring them to a
land of their own, flowing with milk and
honey. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring
my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”
Moses was amazed and filled with
terror. “But how can [ do that?” he asked.
“Who am [ that I should go to Pharaoh
and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
“I will be with you,” God reassured
him. “Say that the God of their
fathers has sent you and

that His name is ‘T AM’.” ”

And God said Moses

must tell Pharaoh that ' ?, Al

Egypt would be cursed,
and plagues would sweep
the land, if he did not
let the Israelites go.

“But what if he
doesn't believe me?”
protested Moses.

God told Moses
to throw his staff on the
ground, which he did at :
once. Immediately, it turned
into a snake, writhing and
hissing in the dust. “Pick it

up by the tail now;,” said God. Moses
lifted it up at arm’s length, and the
serpent turned back into a wooden staff.
“Now go,” God told him. “Take your
brother, Aaron, with you. He is coming
to meet you. [ will tell you both what to
say. And take your wooden staff—
it will help you to perform
miraculous feats.”
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Understanding the story

Though Moses lives the life of Egyptian royalty, he never forgets his o n

‘Iam
sending you
to Pharaoh

to bring
my people,
the Israelites,

out of Egypt.”

people, demonstrated by him killing the Egyptian slave driver for mistreating th 'f""?f;'

Israelites. God’s presence is sometimes symbolized by fire to show His power, and here

He appears to Moses inside a burning bush. By telling Moses to lead the Israelites to the
Promised Land, God shows that He has not forgotten His chosen people either.




Beating a slave

At first, the Egyptians
looked after their Israelite
slaves. But as the number
of Israelites increased, the
Egyptians felt threatened.

They began to mistreat

their slaves, by making

them work harder and
punishing them regularly.

Wooden brick maker
This wooden brick mold
was used to make many
Egyptian buildings.
Equipped with a handle,
the mold has the
distinctive brick shape
still used in construction
today. Workmen molded
the bricks from mud,
sand, and straw, before
drying them in the sun.
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Moses Warns
Pharaoh

- e ) Pe——

After so long in the land of Midian, Moses said
goodbye to his father-in-law, Jethro, and set off for Egypt,
just as God had told him. He took his wife and sons.

The landscape was bleak and barren
and the sun beat down relentlessly. Moses
carried the wooden staff that God had
given him. As they approached the great
holy mountain of Sinai, they could see
Moses’s brother, Aaron, coming to meet
them. They greeted each other warmly and
Moses told his brother that God had spoken

to him, and had sent him back to Egypt

to lead the Israelites out of slavery.
As soon as they got back to Egypt,

Moses and Aaron called the elders of
the Israelites together and said that the
Lord had sent them to rescue their people.
When they heard this, and that the Lord
was concerned about their misery, the
elders bowed down to worship. Then Moses
and Aaron went to Pharaoh in his splendid
court. “The Lord, the God of the Israelites,
has spoken to us,” they said. “He told us
to take His people into the desert to offer
sacrifices to Him. If we do not do this,

He may strike you all with plagues
or with the sword.”

Pharaoh was angry. “Who is this Lord
that I should obey and let the Israelites go?”
he shouted. “Why are you keeping them
from their work?” Incensed, he summoned
his chief slave drivers and ordered them
to make the [sraelites work even harder.
From now on they were not to be given
straw to make the bricks. And so the
slaves were forced to scavenge in the
fields for any stubble they could find.

Moses and Aaron were worried.

But God reassured Moses and gave him

a message for the Israelites. “I am the Lord
and [ will bring you out from under the yoke
of the Egyptians. I will free you from slavery.
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And [ will bring you to the land I swore
with uplifted hand to give to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob.” The Israelites
listened in disbelief.
God told Moses to go back to Pharaoh.
“Say everything I command you, and
your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to
let the Israelites go out of his country.”
And Moses and Aaron did as the Lord
had told them. But, still, Pharaoh would
not listen. So then Moses told Aaron to
throw down his wooden staff. As it touched
the ground, it became a serpent. Not to be
outdone, Pharaoh called his wise men and
told them to throw down their staffs, too.

o

At once, they turned into a mass of
serpents. But Aaron’s snake opened his
mouth and swallowed the other snakes
with relish. Pharaoh watched but was
not impressed.

Then God said to Moses, “Go to the
Nile tomorrow and wait for Pharaoh. Strike
the water with the staff and the water will
turn to blood.” Moses and Aaron did as the
Lord had said and the Nile became a river
of blood. It was a terrible sight. But it was
not just the Nile that turned red. Blood filled
the streams, the ponds, and the reservoirs.
Pharaoh watched, unmoved. He returned
to his palace without a backward glance.

— s ) W———
Understanding the story

The Lord’s miracles and Aaron’s
appointment as spokesman combine
to make Moses accept the role God offers
him. But the Israelites’ treatment under
the Egyptians gets even worse when
Moses asks the Pharaoh to let them go.
Moses’s staff (shepherd’s crook) is called
the “staff of God” in the Bible. For Moses,
it symbolizes God’s power, demonstrated
when it becomes a serpent and turns
the Nile’s waters to blood.

Serpent god
The Egyptians
worshipped a variety
of gods, including the
serpent god Sito. It is
a symbolic moment
when Aaron's serpent
eats up the Egyptian
serpents. This is a sign
that God has control
over the Egyptian gods.
They are far less
powerful than the Lord.

‘He may strike you
all with plagues or
with the sword.”
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Nile
The Nile River was the

lifeblood of ancient Egypt.

The annual flooding of
the river made the soil on
its banks very fertile,
meaning that fruit and
vegetables could grow
there. Boats carried
people and goods
along the river.

The Plagues

of Egypt
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Seven days passed and still Pharaoh would not release
the Israelites. Moses and Aaron, after speaking with the Lord
again, pleaded with Pharaoh, telling him that the Lord would
send a plague of frogs if he did not let the slaves go.

But Pharaoh did not listen. So, the next day,
Aaron held his wooden staff over the Nile,
as God had commanded, and suddenly a
great croaking sound came from the river.
An army of frogs emerged from the waters,
hopping out in their thousands, up the
banks and over the land, covering it like

a shiny green carpet. They swarmed
everywhere—even into Pharaoh’s palace,
as the guards watched in horror. They

jumped by Pharaoh’s feet and on his throne.

This was too much, and Pharaoh called
Moses and Aaron, saying, “Pray to the Lord
to take the frogs away from me and my
people. I will let your people go to offer

. sacrifices to the Lord.” The Lord heard

and the frogs died instantly. They were swept
up and piled into heaps that rotted in the sun.
But Pharaoh broke his word and did not
release the Israelites.

So Aaron struck his staff on the
ground once more, as God had told him.
The dust turned into millions of gnats, which
took off in a cloud, biting any Egyptian man,
woman, or child they could find. Pharaoh’s
magicians went to him, swiping the dreadful
insects away, and said, “This is the finger of
God.” But, although he had been bitten
badly himself, Pharaoh would not
release the Israelites.
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Then Moses went to Pharaoh again,
telling him that the Lord would send a
swarm of flies next. They would plague
the Egyptians and their animals, but would
not bother the Israelites. And the next day
a dense black cloud of flies appeared,
blotting out the light. At this, Pharaoh
relented and said to Moses and Aaron,

“Go, sacrifice to your God here in this land.”

But Moses replied, “No, the sacrifices
we offer to the Lord, our God, would be
detestable to the Egyptians. We must
make a three-day journey into the desert
to offer our sacrifices there.” Pharaoh

agreed, and the flies died immediately.
Again Pharaoh went back on his word,
~andso the Lord sent a terrible disease that
v  killed all the Egyptians’ livestock. But
~ Pharaoh would not let the Israelites go.
; Then the Lord said to Moses and
~Aaron, “Take handfuls

=
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ofgppt and toss them high in the air, in front

of Pharaoh. It will drop as fine dust all over

Egypt and give everyone terrible boils.”
The brothers did as He said and everyone,
except for the Israelites, broke out in boils.
Pharaoh himself was covered in boils, but
still he would not relent.

Next, the Lord sent a violent storm,
with hailstones as big as rocks, and after
that a plague of locusts that devastated the
country, gobbling up the crops and stripping
the leaves from the trees. Again Pharaoh
said he would let the Israelites go, but
again he broke his promise.

And then the Lord said to Moses,
“Stretch out your hand toward the sky
so that darkness will be spread all over
Egypt.” Moses did as he was told and
the sun went out, blanketing the whole
country, except for the area where the
[sraelites lived.

Pharaoh summoned Moses and
Aaron again. When they finally found

him in the pitch black, Pharaoh said,

“Go, worship the Lord. Even your women
and children may go with you. But leave
your flocks and your herds behind.” Moses

protested at this, saying they needed to ’fﬁé' J

their animals with them to be used as
sacrifices. Infuriated, Pharaoh changed his
mind, shouting, “Get out of my sight! If I
ever see you again, [ will kill you.”

In Hebrew, “plague”' b
means “lash” or “blow,”
so God’s plagues are clearly
punishments. As plague
after plague is unleashed,
the Egyptians are left in
turmoil. They worshipped
the sun in a variety of
forms, which is why the
plague of darkness is
terrifying to them. Still,
the pharaoh refuses to
release the Israelites.




Bitter herbs
[sraelites ate bitter herbs
deliberately to remind
themselves of how bitter
and terrible their slavery
had been. The bitter
herbs that they ate were
probably sour salad
vegetables. In ancient
Egypt, these included
dandelions, chicory,
and lettuce. Today,
horseradish is the most
popular choice to
represent the bitter taste.

Passover feast
Jewish people celebrate
Passover every year.
Families gather together
to feast on symbolic
foods and remember the
[sraelites’ last night in
Egypt. On the menu is
roasted lamb, unleavened
bread, charoseth (nut and
apple paste), horseradish
and lettuce, eggs,
and salt water.
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The Tenth Plague

The Lord told Moses that He would bring one
last plague to Egypt. It would be so terrible that Pharaoh
would go down on his knees and beg the Israelites to leave.

At midnight, each firstborn son in Egypt
would die. Even the livestock would not

be spared—the firstborn cattle and sheep
would also die. But the Israelites would not
suffer and not one of their children would
be harmed. Moses approached Pharaoh yet

again, as he had done so many times before,

to plead for the Israelites’ freedom and to
give him God’s chilling message. But
Pharaoh did not believe him, and Moses
came away seething with rage.

Then the Lord told Moses and his

brother, Aaron, that from now on this would
be the beginning of the Israelites’ year,
instead of the first month of harvest. It was
early spring and that night there was a new
moon. On the tenth day of the first month
each Israelite household must choose the
best firstborn lamb and prepare it for
slaughter. It should be a one-year-old. Four
days later, at dusk, the lamb must have its
throat slit and its blood was to be used to
mark the door of the house. That night
there should be a feast, with the meat

“The Tenth Plague”, oil on
canvas, by German painter
- Johann Heiss (1640-1704)
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roasted over the fire and eaten with
bitter herbs and special bread, made
without yeast.

God said that this would be the very
night when He would pass through Egypt
and all the firstborn sons, cattle, and sheep
would die. But He would see the bloody
marks on the Israelites’ doors and they
would be safe.

Moses listened and then summoned
all the elders of the Israelites to him. He
told them what was going to happen in two
weeks’ time and told them what they must
do. “It will be known as the Passover
sacrifice to the Lord, because He will pass
over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt
and spare our homes when He strikes down
the Egyptians,” he said. “And from that time
on the Passover feast must be celebrated
for all times.”

So, two weeks later, the [sraelites
slaughtered their lambs and roasted them
over the fire. They smeared their doors with
blood, then tightly closed them against the
night, uncertain of what was to come.
They feasted on the roasted meat with
bitter herbs—wild lettuce, endive, and
nettle—and unleavened bread.

At midnight, when the moon hung
heavy in the sky, the Lord passed silently
over Egypt, just as He had promised,

and killed all the firstborn sons as
they lay sleeping. And He wiped out

all the firstborn cattle and sheep, too.

After He came and went, the dead
lay in their beds and in their cots
and in their fields.

Howls of grief were heard as
the people discovered their lifeless
sons. Soon, a wailing filled the air as
the scale of the horror was revealed.
Sorrow and terror swept the country.
Not one Egyptian household had
escaped the massacre—not even
Pharaoh’s. Beating his breast, he
summoned Moses and Aaron and
sobbed, “Leave my people, you and
the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord
as you have requested. Take your
flocks and your herds and go!

Have pity on me!”

The I[sraelites left immediately,
asking the Egyptians for silver and
gold and clothing, as Moses told
them to do. They had lived in Egypt
for four hundred and thirty years
and, at last, they had been released
from their slavery. Six hundred
thousand men, women, and
children set off on foot, with
their flocks and herds, at the
start of their long journey:
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Understanding the story

God’s last plague shows the Egyptians His supreme power.

The pharaoh finally sets the Israelites free and begs for God’s
mercy. The event becomes known as Passover because the Lord
“passed over” the Israelite homes and they escaped the Egyptians’
punishment. Bitter herbs are to remind the Israelites of the bitterness
of their slavery. Unleavened bread is symbolic of the speed with
which the people left Egypt—with no time for their bread to rise.

“It will be known
as the Passover
sacrifice to

the Lord” -




Egyptian mummy
Before Joseph died,
he made his brothers
swear an oath to take his
remains back to Canaan
with them. Moses kept
the promise. After
Joseph’s body was
embalmed, he was taken
to Canaan in an Egyptian
mummy case like this.

Red Sea
Though the Red Sea
usually looks blue, dying
algae in its waters turn it
reddish-brown from time
to time. God allows
Moses to command its
waters, demonstrating
God’s power over the
seas, which He created
on the third day.
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The Crossing of
the Red Sea

So the Lord led His people out of Egypt and through
the desert, on their way to the land of Canaan. It was a
huge group, with all the different tribes and clans of Israel.

The Israelites took what few cattle and
sheep they had with them, and their
donkeys were piled high. They were
careful to avoid the land of their enemy,
the Philistines, and went the long way
around, toward the land that God had
promised their forefathers. They took
with them, too, the bones of Joseph,
which had been carefully preserved. An
oath had been sworn, long ago, that the
bones would be taken back to Canaan to
be buried by the side of his father, Jacob.
The Israelites traveled eastward,
a vast human river creeping through the
harsh desert landscape. Then they turned
southward toward the Red Sea. And the
Lord was with them and He guided them
during the day with a pillar of cloud. By
night, He led them with a pillar of fire,
like a beacon, so they could see the path.
In Egypt, Pharaoh had a sudden change
of heart. “What have we done?” he asked.
“We have let the Israelites go and lost our
slaves. Prepare the chariots!” At once, the
army was assembled and Pharaoh set off
in pursuit of the Israelites, with six hundred
of his finest chariots and the fastest horses.
They pounded through the desert in a
cloud of dust, with thundering hooves.

The Israelites, camping on the shores
of the Red Sea, felt the earth tremble and
looked at each other in fear. Then they
saw the Egyptians charging toward them,
their armor glinting in the sun.

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the
[sraelites to move on. Raise your staff and
stretch out your hand over the sea to divide
the water. The Israelites will be able to go
through the sea on dry ground.” And the
great pillar of cloud and fire, which had
guided the Israelites on their journey,
moved behind them, protecting them
from their pursuers.

As Moses stretched out his hand over
the Red Sea, a strong east wind whipped
up out of nowhere and the waters parted
to reveal a path that stretched all the way
across to the other side. The Israelites
hurried along the muddy track as fast as
they could. Huge walls of water towered
above them, to their right and to their left.
They crossed in their thousands and
arrived on the other shore.

The Egyptians followed, driving their
chariots toward the sea. But the wheels
got stuck in the mud of the seabed.

They could not move.
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch
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out your hand over the sea so that the
waters may flow back over the Egyptians
and their chariots.” Moses obeyed, and the
walls of water crashed together, meeting in
a sea of boiling foam. The path across the
Red Sea vanished, as the waters swallowed
the entire Egyptian army.

The Israelites, watching from the

other side, embraced and gave thanks.
And Moses's sister, Miriam, took her
tambourine and led the women in singing
and dancing. “Sing to the Lord for He is
highly exalted. The horse and its rider

He has hurled in the sea!”

Understanding the story

The Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt is the start of God’s plan for His people.
The dramatic parting of the waters, the safe crossing of the Israelites, and the
subsequent destruction of the pursuing Egyptian army are proof of God’s power.
The pillars of cloud and fire are symbols of His presence and protection
throughout the journey to the Promised Land.

‘Raise your
staff and
stretch out
your hand
over the sea
to divide
the water.”
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After the Israelites had
crossed the Red Sea, Moses
and Aaron led them up
into the Desert of Shur.

For three days they walked under the
scorching sun, and, by the time they
reached the spring at Marah, their throats
were parched and dry. They rushed to
the water, but it was foul and undrinkable
and they looked at Moses. “What are

we meant to drink?” they asked him.

The Lord showed Moses a special
tree. He snapped off a piece of wood
and threw it into the spring. Immediately,
the water became sweet and pure.

The Israelites tried it again and this time
drank gladly and quenched their thirst.
Refreshed, they continued on their way
to Elim, where there were twelve springs
and seventy shady palm trees. They slept
well that night under a clear, starry sky.

Then Moses and Aaron led them
on their way through the dry and stony
wilderness. The landscape was so
different from the green valley of the
Nile River, which they had fled. There,
although their lives as slaves were hard,
at least the food was plentiful. Here, there
was nothing, and their supplies had run
out. “If only we had died by the Lord’s
hand in Egypt,” they grumbled at Moses.
“There we ate all the food we wanted.

S
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- From Egypt to Israel

e ;f?; There is debate over the exact location
m{“* of some of the places—such as Marah and
~ Rephidim—mentioned in the Biblical description
" the journey from Egypt to Israel. What is known
at Moses and the Israelites passed through the
Red Sea before heading aghii%?-_deserts and
ountains on their way to the Promised Land
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SINAI PENINSULA

Ezion Gebe

You have taken us to a desert to starve.”

Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron
again and said, “I will rain down food from
heaven for you. The people are to go out
and gather it each day. At twilight they will
eat meat and in the morning they will have
as much bread as they want.” Moses and
Aaron repeated God’s words, saying, “In the
evening you will know that it was the Lord
who brought you out of Egypt and in the
morning you will see the glory of the Lord,
because He has heard you grumbling against
Him. Who are we? You are not grumbling
against us, but against the Lord.”

That same evening, as the sun began
to set, a huge flock of quails appeared in the
distance on their long migration across the
desert. They flew toward the Israelites’
camp, swooping lower and lower on tired
wings, and finally dropped to the ground,
exhausted by their journey. The plump
little bodies rained down in their thousands,
the soft brown feathers matching the sand
where they fell. They lay there motionless,
waiting to be caught. The Israelites lit their
fires and prepared the birds, roasting them
over the flames. The flesh was succulent
and, after so long without food, the
[sraelites feasted to their hearts’ content.

The next day, the Israelites woke up
to find that the ground was covered with
strange white flakes that looked like thick
frost. They were puzzled, and Moses told
them, “It is the bread the Lord has given
you to eat, and you are to gather it each
morning. Take just as much as you need
for that day—no more.” It was the color
of coriander seed and tasted delicious,
like the sweetest honey. The Israelites had
never seen anything like it and they called
it manna. But some people were greedy
and ignored the instructions. They grabbed




These small, speckled
birds fly over the Sinai
Peninsula on their
migrations between
Europe and Africa.
The distance is so
great that they often
get tired and must
rely on the wind
to carry them.

Manna
It is not clear from the
Bible text what manna

(Hebrew for “What is it?”)

actually is. While some
people believe it is the

sweet substance released

from insects living off
the Tamarisk Bush in

the Sinai Peninsula, others

believe it is the sticky

resin produced by several

desert plants, including
this hammada
shrub (below).

EXODUS 15; 16-17 oe=——

‘How long will you refuse
to keep my commands
and instructions?”

as much as they could and stuffed it in
their bags. After a few hours the smell
was terrible and the manna was alive
with white maggots.

On the sixth day, Moses told them
they could take enough manna to last
them two days. “Tomorrow is to be a day
of rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord. Six days
you are to gather but not on the seventh.”

Nevertheless, a few people disobeyed
and went out at dawn the next day to
look for manna. But the manna had
vanished into thin air. And the Lord

said to Moses, “How long will you refuse
to keep my commands and instructions?”
Then the Israelites traveled on further
through the desert under a burning sun,
and they camped at Rephidim that night.
They were tired and thirsty and went
to Moses to complain again. “Why did
you bring us out of Egypt to make us
die of thirst?” they moaned.
Moses did not know what to do.
He appealed to the Lord again. “What
am I to do with these people?” he asked.
“They are almost ready to stone me.”
The Lord told him to walk ahead,
taking with him his wooden staff. “I will
stand there before you by the rock at
Horeb,” the Lord said. “Strike the rock
and water will come out of it for the
people to drink.” Moses went on and
found the spot. He hit the sheer rock face
and immediately a stream of crystal-clear
water gushed out, sparkling in the sun.

Understanding the story

Hunger and thirst cause the Israelites to question their faith in God,
but He shows His presence by miraculously providing food and water.
In spite of God’s actions, the people still doubt Him. God did not give

food for the seventh day because it was set aside for worship
and rest, just as He commanded during the Creation.
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... IMoses Receives
be my Gods Laws

treasured
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possession.”

Three months after the Israelites had left Egypt, they
came to the sacred mountain of Sinai, where the Lord
had appeared to Moses in a burning bush many years before.

And the Lord called to him now, from of all the nations, you will be my

the top of the mountain, and Moses went treasured possession. Although the

up to meet Him. The Lord gave Moses whole earth is mine, you will be for me

a message saying, “You have seen what a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

[ did in Egypt and how I carried you Moses went down and summoned
here on eagles’ wings. If you obey me the elders, telling them what God had said.
fully and keep my covenant, then, out
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Mount Sinai
The holy mountain
of Sinai is where God
gives Moses the Ten
Commandments. It is
thought to be the mountain
Jebel Musa or “Mountain of
Moses™ in the south Sinai
Peninsula, in modern-day
Egypt. The red granite
mountain stands 7,500 ft
(2,300 m) in height.

sl
L 2 SRS bR

In this illumination from
an 18th-century Hebrew
Bible, Aaron is depicted
as the first High Priest. God
selects Aaron and his sons
to lead the rituals of
worship and sacrifice
on His behalf. Aaron was
the forefather of the
[sraelite priesthood.

Then the Lord called Moses
to Him again and said that, in three
days time, He would come down from
the heavens in a thick cloud and speak
to him in front of all the Israelites.

Three days later, the sky suddenly
darkened. Peals of thunder crashed
high above and lightning flashed from
the heavens. A deafening trumpet
blast ripped through the air. The people
huddled together in terror, but Moses went
to them and led them to the bottom of the
mountain. From the middle of the cloud of
smoke the Lord spoke to Moses, and told
him to come up with his brother, Aaron.
Before he went, Moses said to the Israelites,
“Do not be afraid. God has come to test
you so that the fear of God will be with
you to keep you from sinning.” Then the
two brothers climbed higher and higher

into the thick cloud, where God was waiting.

He said to them:

“I am the Lord your God and these
are my commandments:
You shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not bow down to idols or
worship them.
You shall not misuse the name of the
Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping
it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against
your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s
house or his wife or his belongings.”

When he had finished, the Lord told
them to go down and to make an altar at
the bottom of the mountain. He went on to
give them some more laws and said that an
angel would go with the Israelites on their
journey to the Promised Land. Moses and
Aaron went back down to their people, who
had been waiting and repeated the Lord’s
words. “Everything that the Lord has said,
we will do,” said the people. So Moses
wrote all the Lord’s words
down in the Book of
the Covenant.
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twelve tribes of Israel, and they made _ s,

burnt offerings to God. The best young N,  Sefer Torah

bulls were sacrificed, and Moses sprinkled =" ol f Wy 11e distinctive crown

§ I ;0 I8t shape symbolizes the

some of the blood on the altar and some A i ruling power of the

over the people, saying, “This is the - ' 5 law: The scroll is sewn

blood of the covenant that the Lord & . f:l;eisfwnfawls;;den

has made with you in accordance with W R, it easiertoread.

all His words.” 4 A
Then Moses and Aaron went up the

mountain again. This time they took with

them Aaron’s two sons, Nadab and Abihu,

and seventy of the Israelite elders. When

they reached the top, God was waiting for

them, standing on a beautiful sapphire floor.

And God said to Moses, “Come here and

[ will give you tablets of stone with the laws

and commands [ have given you written

on them.” And Moses went into the cloud

and stayed on the mountain for forty

days and forty nights.

Understanding
the story

For the Creation, God creates order
from chaos using ten commands,
and here God gives order to Israel
with the Ten Commandments. Code of law
God’s speech takes the same form Handwritten scrolls that

as an ancient royal treaty: first there proclap e o
became codes of law for

is an introduction identifying the “ I am l.h e L or d people to read and live by,

king, then a historical section This Sefer Torah scroll

follows before the terms are set. our G 0 d an d is used in the Titual
The Book of the Covenant is the y Jerus‘;fl;g;a;;‘;?i;]ngazggue

constitution of Israel, establishing l’h ese are my BCrhal Shlotha
how people should relate to God

and each other. commandments

”
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Apis bull god
The golden calf is based
on the Apis bull—the
Egyptian god of fertility.
Apis was worshipped in
the form of a living bull.
Pagan gods were often
represented as bulls in
ancient times because of
their strength and power.
This detail showing the
Egyptian deity Horus and
the Apis bull was found
near Teti’s Pyramid in
Saqgara, Egypt.

——

The E)lden Calf

- H——

With Moses staying on the mountain for such a long time,
the Israelites thought he was never coming back.

They went to his brother, Aaron, and said,
“Please make us a god. We need someone
to worship! Moses brought us out of Egypt,
but we don’t know what has happened to
him. He has deserted us!”

Aaron listened and thought for a little
while. Then he told them to bring whatever

Golden calf
This golden calf is
a 17th-century-ce
representation of
what the calf may
have looked like.

gold jewelry they had to him. Obediently,
they took off their necklaces, slipped off
their bracelets and their rings, and unclipped
their earrings. They even searched in their
bags for any gold trinkets that they might
have hidden at the beginning of their
journey. They gave it all to Aaron.

The pile of gold grew, glittering in the
sun, and Aaron took it and poured it into

a great vat. It looked like an
enormous treasure chest.
He placed it over the fire,
melting the gold into a thick
paste. Then he let it cool slightly
and molded it into the shape of a
young calf. When he had finished,
it bore a passing resemblance to the
Egyptian bull god Apis. The Israelites
watched, impressed by his skill.

Then, Aaron built an altar for the
golden calf, and the next day the people
worshipped their new idol. They made
sacrifices to it and put burnt offerings on
the altar. And they feasted and drank and
danced through the night.

Moses had been on the mountain for
forty days, and the Lord told him that he
must go down to his people again. “They
have been quick to turn away from what
I commanded and have made themselves
an idol cast in the shape of a calf. Now,
leave me alone so that my anger may burn
against them and destroy them,” He said.

But Moses pleaded with the Lord to
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spare the Israelites. He reminded Him

of His promise to make their descendants
as numerous as the stars in the sky in the
land of Canaan. The Lord listened carefully
and relented.

Moses left Him and went back down
the mountain, taking with him the two
stone tablets that the Lord had given him,
inscribed with the Lord’s own writing. He
had engraved the Ten Commandments on
both sides. As Moses got to the bottom
of the mountain, he could hear music and
singing. It got louder and louder and, when
he neared the camp, he saw, with horror, the
shiny golden calf standing by the altar and

the Israelites drinking and reveling around it.

In anger, Moses threw the stone tablets
to the ground, smashing them into pieces.
The Israelites looked at him in stunned
silence. Then, Moses went straight over to
the golden calf and hurled it into the fire.
[t melted in the heat, the body writhing and
bubbling in the flames. When it had cooled,
he took the golden cinders and pounded
them into a fine powder, which he mixed
with water and made the I[sraelites drink.
Then, he confronted his brother, Aaron.
“What were you thinking of 7" he shouted
furiously. “How could you allow them to do
this?” Moses could see that the [sraelites
were out of control. They were a danger

e

to themselves and had become a laughing
stock to their enemies.

Moses went to the entrance of the
camp and summoned the people to him.
“Whoever is on the side of the Lord, come
to me!” he shouted. And the people of the
Levite tribe were the only ones who came
to his side. Everyone else stood back and
looked the other way. He told the Levites
that they must take their swords and teach
the rest of the Israelites a lesson. There
was a terrible massacre that day as the
Levites killed at least three thousand
of their kinsmen.

Afterward, Moses congratulated the
Levites and said to them, “You have been
set apart today and the Lord has blessed
you.” Then he went back up the mountain
to speak to the Lord and to ask for His
forgiveness. “Oh what a great sin these
people have committed,” he said. “They
had made themselves a god of gold.

But, now, please forgive their sin!”

“Go, lead the people to the Promised
Land and my angel will go with you,”
replied the Lord. “However, they have
sinned and [ will punish them when the
time is right!” And He told Moses to write
the Ten Commandments on two new
tablets of stone to replace the ones
that had been broken.

o —

Understanding the story

Many pagan civilizations showed their gods as bulls because they symbolized
power. By worshipping the golden calf, the Israelites are breaking the second
commandment of the Covenant Law. God tells Moses to inscribe the
commandments on two tablets in keeping with the Middle Eastern tradition
of writing two copies of a treaty—one for the king and one for his subjects.

Egyptian jewelry
Ancient Egyptians were
skilled at crafting jewelry.
Extracted metals, such as

gold and silver, were
processed and inset with

semiprecious stones.
This gold necklace
(from c. 1880 BCE)
belonged to Egyptian
Princess Khnumet and is
decorated with carnelian,
lapis lazuli, and turquoise.

Levites
Descended from Aaron,
the tribe of Levi was one
of the 12 tribes of Israel,
and the only one not to
worship the golden calf.
The Lord rewarded this
loyalty by making them
priests and giving them
48 cities where they
organized worship and
took care of the temples.
As a result, many
tombstones of Levites
are distinguished
by hands symbolizing
the blessing of
the priests (above).

="
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Canaanite necklace
The Canaanites traded
with Egypt as early as

3300 BcE. Items of
jewelry, such as the
necklace (above), were
commonly traded. The
Canaanites used a lot
of gold and jasper,

a tough red stone,
in their designs.

Balaam’s Donkey

—_-._-.-—- —

After many years, the tribes of Israel were finally
allowed to go to the Promised Land of Canaan.

They arrived on the plains of Moab,
fresh with victory over the neighboring
Amorites, and camped in their
thousands along the Jordan River,
across from Jericho. Balak, who ruled
Moab, was horrified at the sight of them.
He sent his envoys with a message and a
fee to the famous soothsayer Balaam, who
lived on the banks of the Euphrates. “‘A
people has come out of Egypt; they cover
the face of the land and have settled next to
me. Come and put a curse on them because
they are too powerful. Then I can defeat
them and drive them from my country.”
Balaam received the message
and slept on it. In the night, the
Lord came to him and said,
“Do not go with these men.

You must not put a curse on the tribes of
[srael because they are blessed and are the
chosen people.” So Balaam told the envoys
that he could not help them and they
returned, unsuccessful, to Balak.

But the king refused to give up and sent
the most distinguished princes in the land to
Balaam. They offered Balaam great riches,
but he replied, “Even if Balak gave me his
palace filled with silver and gold, still
[ could not go against
the word of the Lord
my God. Stay here
tonight and I will

find out what the
Lord says.”
That night,
God spoke to




Balaam to see what was in his heart. “Go
with these men, but you must obey me and
do only as I say,” He told him. So, the next
morning, Balaam saddled his favorite
donkey and set off with the princes back to
the land of Moab. But God was not pleased
that Balaam had gone.

Suddenly, as they plodded along the
dusty road, the angel of the Lord appeared,
sword in hand, to stop Balaam. The little

donkey saw him and shied off the road. But,

full of his own self-importance, Balaam was
blind to the apparition. He cursed and beat
the donkey to get her back onto the road.

Then the angel appeared again, blocking
a narrow path that snaked between two
vineyards, with walls on each side. Again,
the donkey saw the angel and squeezed
against the wall to avoid him, crushing
Balaam’s foot in the process. As before,
Balaam did not even glimpse the angel
and beat the donkey.

For the third time, the angel appeared,
standing in the middle of the path. It was
impossible to get past. The little donkey’s
legs folded under her and she collapsed
to the ground. Once again, Balaam saw
nothing and he beat the donkey to within
an inch of her life. At this point, the donkey
opened her mouth and asked, “What have
[ done to make you beat me?”

“You have made a fool of me!”

i

Understanding the story

Balaam is known for his powerful curses, but these are forbidden under Moses’s Law.
The curses are unable to contradict God’s will anyway. While the donkey is faithful,
Balaam is initially blinded by greed. When the angel bears a sword, Balaam sees the

light. He asks for forgiveness and ends up blessing the Israelites. God ensures Balaam
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he shouted. “If only [ had a sword,
[ would kill you now.”
Then suddenly, the Lord removed
the veil from Balaam’s eyes and he saw
the angel, gleaming sword in hand.
Terrified, Balaam fell to the ground.
“Why have you beaten your
donkey?” asked the angel.
“I would have killed you, if she
had not saved you. But [ would
have spared her.” Balaam begged
forgiveness and the angel told
him to continue with the princes
to Balak in the land of Moab.
“Go with these men but speak
only what [ tell you,” he said.
When Balaam arrived, he was
met by the king. “I have come here as
asked,” the soothsayer said, “but I can speak
only the words that God puts in my mouth.”
Together, they went up to the mountains
where they could see the tribes of Israel
below. There, they built seven great altars
and put a bull and a ram on each one as
offerings. Then Balaam left Balak and his
princes with the sacrifices and climbed
higher to the most solitary peak to meet
the Lord. When he came down again, the
charred offerings were still smoldering
and Balaam delivered God’s message,
blessing the people of Israel instead
of cursing them.

Fortune-telling tool
Though Balaam believed
in God, he was known
to use curses and make
predictions. Unusual
artifacts were used for
these occult practices.
This clay mold of a
sheep’s liver was a typical
aid to foreseeing the
future in ancient times.

and his donkey are part of His commitment to keeping the covenant promise.
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The Promised Land

The Israelites were camped in the Paran Desert,
near Canaan, and the Lord told Moses to send some
scouts ahead. Moses picked twelve men, one from each
of the tribes of Israel, and sent them on their way.

“Go through the Negev and into
Canaan,” Moses said to them.
“Check out the lie of the
% land and see what the
people are like.”

The twelve men set off, traveling
through the arid landscape until they got
to Canaan. They reached Hebron and the
Valley of Eschol, which was fertile and
green. The trees were heavy with fruit.
They cut a gigantic bunch of sweet grapes
from the vines, so heavy that it took two

men to carry it. They also took juicy
pomegranates and luscious figs.
Altogether, they spent forty days
exploring Canaan, before returning
to Moses and the Israelites.
When they got back, the scouts
reported that Canaan was a
beautiful country that did,
indeed, flow with milk and
honey. But ten of
them, who liked

to stir up trouble, made up a story that
Canaan was full of giants who lived in
walled cities.

“We can't attack them—we wouldn’t stand
a chance!” they said. “They are much
stronger than us. Beside them, we look

like grasshoppers!”

Two of the scouts, named Caleb and
Joshua, remained silent. The rest of the
[sraelites looked at each other grimly.

“If only we had died in Egypt,” they sighed,
looking at Moses and Aaron. “Or in this
desert. Why did the Lord bring us to the
Promised Land if we are going to be killed?
Why don’t we go back to Egypt?”

Caleb and Joshua then told their story.
They said that the inhabitants of Canaan
were not giants and that it would be an
excellent place to live. “Do not rebel against
the Lord,” they pleaded. “And don'’t be afraid
of the people who live in Canaan. We will
easily get the better of them. The Lord is
with us.” But no one believed them and
some talked about stoning them to death.

The Lord heard the tribes of Israel
complaining yet again and was saddened
and angry. “How long will these people
treat me with contempt?” He asked Moses.
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“How long will they refuse to believe in
me, in spite of the miraculous signs I have
shown them?” He said that, as a result of
their sins, they would be condemned to
wander in the desert for forty years before
being allowed to enter the Promised Land
of Canaan. “In this desert you will die, every
one of you who has complained so much.
Not one of you will enter the land I swore
to make your home—except Caleb, son
of Jephunneh, and Joshua, son of Nun.
But your children will reach Canaan and
will enjoy the land that their parents will
never reach.”

The years went by and the tribes
of Israel wandered in the bleak and
inhospitable wilderness. Moses grew old
and he realized that, after all this time, he
would not live to cross the Jordan River and
get to Canaan. He summoned Joshua and,
in front of everyone, said to him, “Be strong
and courageous, for you are the one who
must lead the people into the Promised
Land. And you must divide it between them.
Do not be afraid, the Lord will be with you.”

Moses told the Israelite people to follow
God’s Law, the Ten Commandments, which
were written down on two tablets of stone
and kept in the Ark of the Covenant—a
magnificent golden chest, guarded by two
cherubim with outstretched wings. The
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[sraelites carried the Ark with them
wherever they went on their wanderings.
When they stopped to set up camp, the
Ark was put in the most sacred place, deep
within the holy tabernacle—the brightly
colored tent that was set up for worship.

The same day, Moses went to Mount
Nebo in Moab, just across from the city of
Jericho. Although he was very old, his body
was still strong and his eyes were keen. He
climbed slowly up the high mountain and
the Lord showed him the land of Canaan,
which had taken so many years and such
hardships to reach. He stood at the top and
saw the Promised Land, at last. It stretched
across the Jordan River and the Salt Sea
all the way to the waters of the Great Sea
in the west. And the Lord said to him,
“This is the land I promised on oath to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. You have now
seen it with your own eyes, but you will
never reach it.”

And Moses died that day in Moab,
one hundred and twenty years after he
had been found as a tiny baby, hidden in
the thick bulrushes of the Nile River in
Egypt. The Israelite people grieved for
thirty days, weeping and mourning. They
knew that there would never be another
prophet like him in the history of Israel.

Understanding the story

The Israelites who reject God’s Promised Land are condemned to wander the desert
for 40 years. These 40-year periods are significant because the number 40 represents
a period of testing. Only Joshua and Caleb give accurate reports of Canaan, and
God rewards their faith by granting access. Joshua (meaning “The Lord is Savior”)
will become Moses’s successor, leading Israel to salvation.

Grapes
The Israelites loved
the juicy grapes from
Canaan. They dried them
as raisins, boiled them
into syrup, and pressed
them to make wine. As
explained at the Last
Supper, wine was a
symbol of Christ’s blood.

Pomegranates
The pomegranate
became a symbol for the
delights of the Promised
Land. It is used as a motif
on the walls of Solomon’s
Temple and the robes
of the High Priest.

‘How long
will they refuse
to believe in
me, in spite of
the miraculous
signs I have
shown them?”
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Jericho
Known as the “City of Palms,”

Old Testament Jericho stood in a lush oasis.
Excavations reveal ancient cities built and
destroyed, one above another.
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Flax
Linen was made from flax
plants. The stems were
placed in water, then left
to dry out in the sun.
Once the fibres were dry
and separated, the threads
were woven together to
create linen. The spies
hid under the drying
flax at Rahab’s house.

Steep walls
Canaan lies between the
Mediterranean Sea and

the Jordan River. The
Bible featured all six of
Canaan’s geographical

lands — the coastal plain,
fertile foothills, central
highlands, the Plain of
Megiddo, Galilee, and
the Jordan Valley.

Fortified towns with
steep, protective walls
dominated these lands.

Rahab and
the Spies

. R W—

After the death of Moses, the Lord told
Joshua that the Israelites should get ready to cross
the River Jordan and enter the land of Canaan.

“It will all be yours—from the desert to
the Lebanon and from the Euphrates River
to the Great Sea in the west,” He said. “No
one will be able to stand up to you. As I was
with Moses, so [ will be with you. I will never
leave you or forsake you. But always be
careful to obey the laws that my servant
Moses gave you!”

Joshua told his
people the Lord’s
message but, first, he
sent two spies ahead to
Jericho on the west bank
of the Jordan. Jericho
was the most important
city in the whole of
Canaan. The two men
set off through the
desert, at dead of night.

Rahab ties a scarlet

But the spies needed somewhere to lie
low. They found a little house in the city
walls that was perfect. It belonged to a
woman named Rahab. She invited them
in and told them to make themselves
comfortable, offering them food and
water. And soon, she agreed to help them.
By now, the ruler of Jericho had
heard a rumor that some spies might
have gotten into the city and he was
worried. He knew what a danger the
[sraelites were. They had wreaked
death and destruction on the
neighboring Amorites, and everybody
had heard how the Lord had parted
the waters of the Red Sea for them.
He sent his henchmen to search
every house in Jericho from top
to bottom.

ribbon to her window

Guided by the moon and

the stars, they crossed the river and drew
near to the city. The two spies hid among
the palm trees until the sun began to rise.
Then they slipped quietly through the city
gates, just as they opened, mingling with the
noisy traders and merchants. Like shadows,
they flitted through the narrow streets and
past the temple, hearing fearful talk about
the Israelites on every corner.

Rahab had taken the two spies up
to the roof of her house and had hidden
them under some flax that she was drying in
the sun. The henchmen arrived and
asked her if she had seen the men. “They
did come here,” replied Rahab, smiling
sweetly at them, “but I didn’t know who
they were. If only I'd known!” They searched
her house anyway and climbed the steep
steps up to the roof. All they saw were large
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bundles of plants laid out to dry. The men left
to search the house next door.

When they had gone, Rahab climbed
up to the roof and gave the two spies the
all clear. They emerged cautiously from the
piles of flax and dusted themselves off. Rahab
looked at them and said, “I know that the Lord
has given this land to the Israelites. We have all
heard about you. We are frightened! Please be
kind to me and my family. Haven't I been kind
to you? I beg you to spare my father and
mother, my brothers and sisters.”

The men smiled at each other and nodded.
“A life for a life!” they replied. “Help us to escape
and we will help to save you when we attack
Jericho.” They told her to tie a scarlet ribbon in
her window when she heard that the Israelites
were advancing. It would be a sign, and she and
her family would be spared. But she must swear
that she would not betray them. She agreed,
thankfully, and went to find a thick rope.

They waited till the middle of the night
when all was quiet and still in the city. Then
they tiptoed to the window. Rahab took the
rope and dropped it silently out of the window,
tying it firmly to a thick beam inside. Then, one
after the other, the men climbed down and
landed outside the city walls. “Go to the hills
and hide!” Rahab whispered. “They’ll never find
you there!” The spies stayed hidden for three
days in the hills. Then they returned to Joshua
and told him what had happened. 2o

A .‘J'
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Understanding the story

God reassures Joshua of His eternal presence on the journey to Canaan
with the Israelites. The two spies sent to Jericho agree a bargain with
Rahab—she will help the spies, and they in turn will spare her when the
Israelites attack. The scarlet ribbon on the window will protect Rahab
just as the lambs’ blood daubed on the Israelites’ doors did
on the night of the tenth plague in Egypt.

‘Go to the
hills and
hide!”




———==0 JOSHUA 5-6 ®@e=— —

Ancient Jericho
In Joshua’s time
(c. 1400 BcE) Canaan
was divided into walled
city-states, each with its
own king. Lying close to
the Jordan River, Jericho
is the location of the
world’s oldest walled city
first built in c. 8000 BCE.
These ruins at Tell
es-Sultan are evidence
of settlements between
¢. 9600 BcE and 1400 BCE.

Shophar
In this story, the priests
blow on their shophars
when storming Jericho.
Today, the instrument is
traditionally blown at the
start of Rosh
Hashanah,
the Jewish
New Year. The
blasting sounds of
the shophar can
still be heard
in synagogues
on holy days.
Crafted from
aram’s horn,
it was steamed
to make it more
malleable, before
the wide end was
bent into the typical
shape of a trumpet.

The Battle
of Jericho

Y E—

The two spies got back from Canaan, and they
told Joshua that the country was gripped by fear.

So the Israelites moved forward and

made their camp by the side of the Jordan
River. Joshua spoke to the assembled group.
“The Ark of the Covenant will go first,
carried by the Levite priests. You must
follow it—but at a distance. As soon as the
priests set foot in the river, the waters will
stop flowing. There will be a path of dry
land to the other side and you will all be
able to cross safely.”

Three days later, the priests led the way,
carrying the Ark, which contained the two
stone tablets with the Ten Commandments
written on them. Sure enough, as soon as
they stepped in the water, the river stopped

flowing and they walked to the
middle. They waited there with the
golden Ark glinting in the sun, and
the Israelites started to walk across.
Joshua chose twelve men, one
from each tribe. He told them to

stop in the middle of the dry path,

where the priests stood, and to

pick up a stone. They did this,

and carried the stones to the
other side. When all the
[sraelites had crossed,

the priests came with the Ark. As they
stepped onto the bank, the river began
flowing again.

They set up camp at Gilgal on the plains
of Jericho. Joshua took the twelve stones
and set them in the earth as a memorial to
the people of Israel. Now the forty thousand
[sraelite soldiers were gathering. It was a
fearsome sight. The king of Jericho ordered
the city gates to be shut tight and bolted.

Then the Lord said to Joshua,

“Go to Jericho with your soldiers and march
around the city once. Take the Ark with
you. Seven priests must walk in front of it,
sounding their trumpets. Do the same for
six days. Then, on the seventh day, march
around the city like this seven times. At the
end, the priests must sound a long trumpet
blast and everyone must shout together,

as loud as they can.”

And so, the soldiers advanced on
Jericho and marched around the city walls.
The priests sounded their trumpets in front
of the Ark. The walls shook, and inside the
people watched in terror. For six days,
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the Israelites marched. On the seventh
day, they marched around the city seven

times and the priests raised their trumpets.

A long, mournful blast filled the air. At this,
Joshua gave the signal and the Israelites
shouted at the tops of their voices.

But as the chorus faded away, another
sound could be heard. A rumble came
from the city walls and it grew louder.
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Suddenly, cracks appeared in the stone

and bricks. The Israelites watched as the

walls collapsed, crashing to the ground.
Without its great wall, Jericho was at the

mercy of the [sraelite soldiers. They rushed

in and killed every living thing. The soldiers

knew where Rahab lived, because of the

scarlet ribbon in her window, so she

and her family were spared.

‘Go to Jericho with your
soldiers and march around the city
once. Take the Ark with you.”

Understanding
the story
As the Red Sea parted
during the Exodus, the
Jordan River stops
flowing so the Israelites
can cross to Jericho.
The 12 stones stand for
the 12 tribes of Israel.
The seven-day siege
represents completion,
reflecting God’s people
finally inheriting the
Promised Land.
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Baal
The worship of pagan gods
and goddesses grew popular
among the Canaanite
people. Their chief deity
was Baal (meaning “lord”),
who controlled the weather.
He was associated with rain
and storms, and is often
depicted holding a lightning
bolt. As Baal had the power
to bring heavy rain or
drought, the Canaanites
believed their fertile lands
could only flourish under
his influence.

The Call
of Gideon

— B

For seven years, the tribes of Israel suffered
at the hands of their neighbors, the Midianites.
The Lord told the Israelites that they were being
punished because they had been worshipping false gods.

One day, a young Israelite named Gideon
was busy at work, threshing wheat. From
the shade of a great oak tree a tall figure
approached him. He greeted Gideon
courteously and said, “The Lord is with
you, mighty warrior!”

“But, sir, if the Lord is with us why
does He allow our enemies, the Midianites,
to overrun our country?” Gideon asked.
“The Lord has abandoned us!”

The stranger smiled and said, “The Lord

has chosen you. You are to save
[srael from the Midianites. The
Lord will be with you!” Gideon
shook his head in disbelief.

He went to get some food for the
stranger. The man had sat down to rest
under the oak tree and, when Gideon
approached, he asked him to put the dishes
on a rock just by him. He then tapped the
food with the tip of his wooden staff and
a bright flame shot out of the rock and the

Bronze Baal

This statue shows the Canaanite god
Baal striking a warrior pose. It was
probably crafted in the 14th century BCE
in Ugarit, Syria, when the worship of
the pagan god was at its height.

food disappeared. And then the stranger
vanished into thin air himself. As Gideon
stood staring in wonder, it slowly dawned
on him that he had seen an angel.

That night, Gideon smashed the altar
that his father had made to the god Baal.
He also cut down the wooden Asherah
pole, which was sacred to the goddess
Asherah. Then, with the help of his
servants, he made a new altar to the Lord
and sacrificed a fully grown bull on it.

In the morning, when the people saw
that Baal’s altar had been destroyed and
that the Asherah pole had vanished, they
were angry. They discovered that Gideon
was the culprit and called for his blood.
But his father, Joash, replied, “If Baal
really is a god, he can defend himself
when someone destroys his altar!”

The people listened and agreed.

The Midianites and their allies from
the east had now joined forces. They were
camping in the Valley of Jezreel. Gideon
knew the moment had come, and he took
his trumpet and blew it loud and clear,
calling the Israelites to arms.

Thousands of men came to join him.
Next morning, he led them all to the Spring
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of Harod at the foot of Mount Gilboa,
and they made their camp. To the north,
the Midianites were gathered in the valley
near the hill of Moreh.

But now the Lord said to Gideon,
“You have too many men. [ do not want
my people to forget me and to think that it
is their strength alone that will bring victory
over the enemy. If some of your men are
having second thoughts,
let them go.” And
twenty-two thousand |
of Gideon’s men turned ,Ii.“: y
around and left. There
were still ten thousand
soldiers, but the Lord
said again, “There are
too many! Take them
down to the water and
see who drinks using
their cupped hands.
They shall stay with
you. But those who
drink kneeling down
shall be sent away.” After this, Gideon
was left with only three hundred men.

Later, at dead of night, he crept toward
the Midian camp. From inside a tent Gideon

-

Gideon blows his trumpet to
call the Israelites to arms

could hear a man talking. “I had a dream
last night,” he said. “A round loaf of barley
bread came tumbling into our camp. It hit
the tent with such force that it collapsed.”

And another voice replied, “That must
be Gideon, the son of Joash, the Israelite.
We've heard about him! God has promised
him victory!”

Gideon rushed back to his men.
“Get up!” he shouted. “I know
the Lord is with us! He will
destroy the Midianites for us!”
He gave them all trumpets, jars,
and torches, and silently they
approached the enemy camp.
On Gideon’s order, they blew
their trumpets and smashed
their jars. Then they held their
torches high in the air, lighting
the darkness, and shouted
loudly into the night. The
Midianites woke up, confused
and terrified. They did not
know what the noise was
or what the strange lights were. In
panic, they drew their swords and
turned on each other, and then
led into the night.

“The Lord has chosen you. You are
to save Israel from the Midianites.”
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