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FOREWORD

This book tells the story of life on earth in more meticulous detail
and with more arresting pictures than I've ever seen before. I believe
that in this digital age, maps are more important than ever. People
are losing sight of the need for them in a world where our knowledge
is reduced to the distance between two postcodes. For me a journey
— certainly the contemplation of a journey —is a voyage across a map.
But this beautiful book offers the added dimension of a state-of-the-
art journey through time. These maps display the story of the world
in delightfully accessible form. They demonstrate in a spectacular
way how there is no substitute for the printed page, for the
entrancing spread of colour across paper that we can touch and

handle. The maps are large, the colours are bold. Text boxes spring
out from places whose history matters. Clear and easily readable
graphics reveal the ups and downs of empires, cultures, wars and
other events both human and natural that have shaped our world
from the beginning.

To me, history without maps would be unintelligible. A country’s
history is shaped by its geography — by its mountains and valleys, its
rivers, its climate, its access to the sea, its raw materials and harvests
just as much as it is shaped by its population, its industry, its
relations with its neighbours and its takeover by invaders from
abroad. This book is more than a historical atlas: it describes the



V Documenting the world

Pages from the Catalan Atlas, drawn and written in 1375, show Europe, north
Africa, and Asia. Over time, the maps of cartographers pass into the hands
of historians and continue to feed our knowledge of how and why the
geography and politics of the world have changed.

geography of history but adds revealing pictures as well. For me, the
history of the First World War is admirably summed up by the map
that describes the build-up to it on pages 268—69 and the following
maps and accounts of the fighting including the telling picture

of the trenches.

I've been using maps to tell stories all my life as a television
journalist and historian. The stories of the European Union and the
collapse of Communism were my constant companions when
recounting the events of the last half century. That part of recent
history only makes sense if it is also described by maps like those on
pages 32021 and 336-37. I have spent many hours as a journalist

making maps with graphics artists at the BBC and ITN to illustrate
the story of wars in the Middle East and Vietnam. Far better ones are
now displayed for us in this book on pages 328-29 and 332-33. No
historian can do justice to the story of the rise and fall of the great
empires like that of the French Emperor Napoleon without maps like
that on pages 208-11.

For its depth of learning and its variety of ways of giving us a
picture of the history of our planet, this magnificent account — map
by map —is second to none.

PETER SNOW, 2018
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PREHISTORY

BEFORE WRITTEN RECORDS BEGAN IN AROUND 3000BCE, THE STORY
OF HUMANS WAS RECORDED FOR MILLIONS OF YEARS BY THE FOSSILS
AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRACES OUR ANCESTORS LEFT BEHIND.
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A Lucy
Shown here are the fossilized
remains of the apelike Lucy —
amember of the genus
Australopithecus from east
Africa from over 3 MYA. The
fossil is sufficiently complete
to suggest that Lucy walked
upright on two legs.

THE RISE OF
MODERN HUMANS

Even before the emergence of
modern humans (Homo sapiens)
almost 300,000 YA, hominins had
developed the traits that would
make them a dominating force on
the planet. From just under | MYA,
hominins were controlling fire —
for cooking, and later to help with
manufacturing processes. But
with Homo sapiens came a more
complex culture. Archaeological
evidence indicates that these
modern humans dispersed widely
from their centre of origin in
Africa before 200,000 YA.

FROM APES TO FARMERS

The history of humankind is rooted in a part of the animal kingdom that includes

monkeys, apes, and other primates. It took millions of years of evolution — over

countless generations — for apelike ancestors to become modern Homo sapiens.

Scientific evidence links all humans to apes. Specifically,
chimpanzees are our closest non-human relatives, and
DNA - the ultimate bloodline indicator — suggests that
we separated from a common ancestor some 6.5 million
years ago (MYA). Indeed, humans are apes — albeit in
an upright, naked form.

“We can see the focus, the centre of
evolution, for modern humans in Africa.”

CHRIS STRINGER, BRITISH ANTHROPOLOGIST

Monkeys, apes, and humans are primates that have a
large brain, grasping digits, forward-facing eyes, and nails
instead of claws. Fossilized remains of animals that lived
in the distant past provide tantalizing evidence of just
how apes became modern humans. Skeletons turn into
fossils when they become mineralized into rock —a
process that usually takes at least 10,000 years. Fossilized
remains are usually fragmentary, but an

expertise in anatomy helps scientists use
the fossil record to reconstruct extinct
species. Fossils can also be dated so
scientists can build up a chronology

of evolutionary change. For example,
African fossils of a primate called
Proconsul, dated to 21-14 MYA, resembled
a monkey. But it lacked a tail — a feature
more typical of apes — suggesting that
Proconsul could have been the earliest
known member of the ape family.

A Flint and stone

For nearly 2 million years, human
technology was represented by
stone flake tools and hand axes.
These were made by hitting flint
or other workable rock with stone
to produce sharp cutting edges.

Hominids and hominins

Modern great apes (gorillas, orang-utans,
and chimpanzees), humans, and their
prehistoric relatives are united in a
biological family called hominids. As well

185,000 YA Homo sapiens migrates
from Africa and into Asia 1.5 million
years after the first hominins first
left the African continent

DISPERSAL
CULTURE
TECHNOLOGY

180,000 YA 160,000 YA

165,000 YA Earliest evidence
of pigment use at Pinnacle Point,
South Africa, for painting or as
part of a tool handle

as lacking a tail, they have bigger brains than their monkey
ancestors. This meant that many prehistoric hominids
doubtless used tools to forage for food —just as chimpanzees
do today. Great apes also became bigger than monkeys and
many spent more time on the ground. One group evolved to
walk on two legs, which freed grasping hands for other tasks.

This group — called hominins —includes
humans and their immediate ancestors, and
dates back at least 6.2—6.0 million years to
the species Orrorin tugenensis — a very early
bipedal hominin found in Kenya.

The first humans

Not all hominins were direct ancestors of
living people, but at least one branch

of the genus Australopithecus might have
been. Belonging to the genus Homo, the
first humans were fully bipedal, with
arched feet that no longer had opposable
grasping toes and an S-shaped spine
centred above a wide pelvis. Such
adaptations helped them run quickly

on open ground. The earliest species —
Homo habilis, from 2.4 MYA — may have

135-100,000 YA Seashells perforated
and used as ornamental beads in

Middle East and North Africa are first
jewellery — and earliest evidence of drilling

140,000 YA 120,000 YA



<] Close cousins
Neanderthals — the closest extinct human
species to modern humans, Homo sapiens —
had larger skulls with more prominent
eyebrows. Homo sapiens and Neanderthals
were sufficiently similar to interbreed
where they coexisted.

FROM APES TO FARMERS

remained in Africa, but we know
that later other Homo species
dispersed widely across Eurasia.

The rise of Homo sapiens

Only one species of human — Homo
sapiens — came to dominate the
world after emerging from Africa
about a quarter of a million years
ago. Remarkably, brain capacity
doubled between Homo habilis and
Homo sapiens. Bigger brainpower
meant that humans could skilfully
manipulate the environment and
resources around them — ultimately
leading to the emergence of complex
cultures and technologies.

For much of its time, Homo sapiens
coexisted with other human species.
In Ice-Age Eurasia, chunky-bodied
Neanderthals (Homo neanderthalensis)
successfully lived in a range
of environmental conditions,
developing their own advanced

cultures. But the world’s climate became especially acquire more food and travel further. This meant that they A Early artists
unsuitable, and only Homo sapiens prevailed. They spread thrived in many different places, from the frozen Arctic to Thi;e dep”\ctl?rtw; ofL Ice Age animals
. . . . on the walls of the Lascaux caves in
further — reaching Australia by 65,000 YA and South the hot tropics. Then, within the last 20,000 years, allaround ) tpern France are about 17,000 years
America possibly by 18,500 YA. Evidently, Homo sapiens had the world modern humans began to abandon their nomadic old. Similar paintings nearby show that
the social structures to succeed in ways that their competitors | ways in favour of fixed settlements, turning their skills prehistoric humans had developed a
d The fi d h ffici h ‘ . he land ine bi D d degree of creative expression as early
could not. The first modern humans were etficient hunter- to farming the land, supporting bigger societies and — a5 30,000 years ago.
gatherers, inventing new technologies that helped them ultimately — setting the seeds of civilization itself.
92,000 YA Evidence 60,000 YA Microliths in 40,000 YA Oldest 25,000 YA Siberian 5,000 YA A new wave of
of the earliest known Africa — small stone tools, including securely dated Homo sapiens settles on the colonists — the Austronesians
ritual burial of the dead blades — first used for cutting painting includes continental shelf between Ice — migrates from Asia, across
at Qafzeh Cave, Israel and scraping, the earliest known a handprint in an Age Russia and Alaska, before New Guinea, and reaches
processing technology Indonesian cave dispersing through the Americas islands of the Pacific Ocean
80,000 YA 60,000 YA 40,000 YA 20,000 YA 0
65,000 YA 44,000 YA Homo sapiens 28,000 YA Spectacular
Australia and migrate from Asia into double child burial in
New Guinea — then Europe, mixing with 30,000 YA Needles | eastern Europe shows 15,000 YA First use
connected by land — European Neanderthals and used for sewing in  complex hunter-gatherer of ladders in Lascaux

are colonized by boat

eventually replacing them

Europe and Russia

cultures living on the steppes ~ Caves, France

13
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THE FIRST
HUMANS

The human story began in Africa 7 or 6 million years
ago. Through the fossil record of this vast continent we
can draw a complex family tree of human relatives of

300,000 YA The
earliest remains of

Homo sapiens in the RIS
fossil record were 7
unearthed here in A i
Morocco

which our species, Homo sapiens, is the last to survive.

We have fossil evidence for the existence of about 20 different species
of African “hominin” — members of the human lineage that diverged
from that of chimpanzees 7-10 million years ago. Each has been
assigned to a biological group or “genus”, but the relationships
between the groups and species are still debated. Only certain
hominins were the ancestors of modern humans; others, such as
the Paranthropus species, may represent evolutionary dead ends.
Human evolution was not an inevitable, linear progression from
apes. Some of our ancestors developed adaptations — in different ,
combinations — that would ultimately mark out modern humans. - —
Perhaps most notably, a larger brain enabled complex thought and
behaviour, including the development of stone-tool technologies,
while walking on two legs became the main form of locomotion.
The earliest fossils assigned to our species — dated to around

<! Turkana Boy 1

The skull of a young, male Homo

“ ergaster was found along with his
ell-preserved, nearly complete
skeleton near Lake Turkana, Kenya.
~, Because his brain was about 60 per
- centthe size of a modern human's,
his skull narrows immediately i)
behind the eye sockets. ; ' /(

300,000 years ago — were found in Morocco, but other early | THE FIRST HUMANLIKE APES 7-5.5 MYA
specimens have been found widely dispersed across Africa. This The sparse record of the earliest hominins —
has led scientists to believe that the evolution of modern humans Sahelanthropus and Orrorin — shows that
. although they had shorter faces and smaller
prObably happened on a continental scale. teeth, they had brains no larger than those of
chimpanzees. The sole Sahelanthropus skull was
discovered in Chad, far removed from other
“ , ’ ’ hominin sites in eastern and southern Africa.
I thlnk Af rica was the Cradle’ the CruCZble that Fossils of both Orrorin and Ardipithecus kadabba
: 4 are thought to exhibit features linked to
Ci’eatEd us as Homo Saplens- developing two-legged locomotion. Sahelanthropus skull
PALEOANTHROPOLOGIST DONALD JOHANSON, 2006 ASahelanthropus vomm.n .Ardipithecus

EARLY HOMININ MIGRATION
Archaeological evidence from Asia and Europe suggests

that by about 2 million years ago, hominins had begun ~

to leave Africa for the first time — long before Homo

sapiens began to disperse (see pp.16—17). Experts once LA\
assumed that the migration corresponded with the —

appearance of Homo ergaster, but older species might @
have been the pioneers —a |.7-million-year-old fossil
found in Dmanisi, Georgia, resembles the earlier O

Homo habilis. The earliest known hominin fossils from
Southeast Asia are of Homo erectus — an Asian variant of
Homo ergaster, found on the the island of Java and dating
to 1.8 million years ago. Stone tools from the Nihewan
Basin, China, date to |.6 million years ago. Two sites in
Spain’s Sierra de Atapuerca show that hominins had
reached western Europe by 1.2 million years ago.

KEY
= Likely route O Sites of fossil finds
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¢.200,000 YA Excavations at
this cave near the Libyan coast
have produced evidence of
continual occupation by
modern humans for many
thousands of years

Bahr el Ghazali

Toros-Menalla ©

|z
s

Taramsa ©

3.6-3 MYA The discovery of
Australopithecus bahrelghazali fossils

THE FIRST HUMANS

HUMANLIKE APES DIVERSIFY  5.3-2.58 MYA

Fossils from this time indicate a diversity of hominin
species. Fossils of Ardipithecus ramidus, found in Ethiopia,
include the oldest near-complete hominin skeleton. Later,
Kenyanthropus — known from a single skull —and early
Paranthropus — with its enormous molars — lived alongside
several species of the genus Australopithecus, one of
which left the famous Laetoli footprints 3.7-3.0 MYA
(right), showing that a striding gait had evolved.

Ardipithecus Australopithecus

Kenyanthropus Paranthropus

5.8 MYA The history of hominin
occupation of the Middle Awash
site in Ethiopia’s Afar Depression

3 OUR OWN GENUS APPEARS
2.58MYA-300,000 YA

in Chad extended the known
range of Australopithecus species

stretches back to the time of
Ardipithecus kadabba

Homo habilis, the first member of our genus in the
fossil record, evolved and, for a time, lived alongside
later Australopithecus and Paranthropus

species. Stone tools from this

WE

4.2MYA Numerous
species of Paranthropus and
early human ancestors
were first discovered in
the Omo-Turkana Basin

R
e |

|
/
|
\
‘

Lake Turkana o

3.3 MYA The oldest stone

Singa ¥ ! species. Homo ergaster was
.‘ -.. the first hominin to have
& -0\ Middle Awash humanlike body proportions.
¢h R i | It likely gave rise to Homo
7 ia n / heidelbergensis, from which
1R Lghy modern humans evolved.
and

Lomekwis X Koobi Fora

tools ever discovered, from e~

the archaeological site of o3
g 1 ] — lLomekwi, pre-date the <
appearance of the T
Homo genus N
5

300,000-125,000 YA
i The very robust Homo
| heidelbergensis cranium found
in Kabwe, Zambia, in 1921,
once held a brain approaching bo
the size of modern humans’ |

335,000-236,000 YA

| The Cradle of Humankind
site contains the Rising Star
Cave system where fossils of
Homo naledi were first

: 7 Makapansgat |
discovered in 2013 O
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294,000-224,000 YA

A partial cranium found
at Florisbad, South Africa,
appears to be that of a
transitional individual with
features common in both
Homo heidelbergensis

and Homo sapiens

{ gl period have been found, but it
= > is difficult to assign them to

. Australopithecus

. Paranthropus

' ‘ Homo habilis
4 Homo ergaster

Homo

heidelbergensis ~ Handaxe, probably H. ergaster

c.1.8-1.6 MYA

One of our earliest ancestors,
Homo habilis, lived here
alongside Paranthropus boisei

for thousands of years 4

HOMO SAPIENS PREVAILS
300,000-50,000 YA

When the first Homo sapiens became established, all
other known African hominins died out, except one.
Fossil remains recently dated to 335,000-236,000
years ago suggest that a species named Homo naledi
was inhabiting southern Africa at about the time Homo
sapiens first appeared. Whether the species interacted
is unknown, but with Homo naledi’s disappearance,
our species would have had Africa to itself.

¢.350,000YA

Found in 1973, the Ndutu
cranium has features common to
both Homo erectus and archaic
Homo sapiens, and has been
assigned to Homo heidelbergensis

W' Homo naledi
Madagascar

. Homo sapiens
|

HOMININ FOSSIL RECORD

The discovery of human fossils and artefacts across Africa has helped identify
different genera and species of early humans. This map shows key locations
of fossil remains and artefacts, along with the era in which their owners
once lived. The dates of individual finds and periods are given in terms

of “millions of years ago” (MYA) or simply “years ago” (YA).

TIMELINE
I |
2
3 |
4 =]
| | | | I |
8 MYA 6 MYA 4 MYA 2 MYA 0
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f’: ST - = | \.“—4 e
3 EASTERN COASTAL ROUTE ' 4 EUROPE COLONIZED 50,000-25,000 YA 5§ INTERACTION WITH NEANDERTHALS e
80,000-40,000 YA Despite its relative proximity to Africa, modern i 50,000-28,000 YA
The genetic trail of modern humans leaving Africa humans did not start to colonize Europe until 2 Neanderthals had been living in Europe for
_ = leads through the Middle East, then along the around 50,000 years ago. Early sites suggest that (5 hundreds of thousands of years before modern //«/‘
“) coast of south Asia. People living off rich coastal they spread along coastlines and rivers, starting ' humans arrived. Although the timing and locations

. ===l Migration routes

resources may have made swift progress. Fossil
evidence proves that they reached Borneo by
40,000 years ago, while Australian sites have
been dated to 65,000 years ago.

’ Archaeological site

@ Fossil site
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300,000 YA Jebel Irhoud is the site of the
earliest Homo sapiens yet found — a kind of
proto-Homo sapiens with a modern, flat face

but a primitive rear skull
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EARLY ASIAN EXPANSIONS
194,000-88,000 YA

The earliest evidence of modern humans living
outside Africa are a partial jaw and teeth from
Misliya Cave in Israel, dated to 194,000—177,000
years ago. Fossils from Skhul and Qafzeh, also in
Israel, dated to around 120,000 years ago possibly
represent a subsequent wave of expansion. The
discovery of an 88,000-year-old finger bone in Al
Wousta, Saudi Arabia, has extended the range of
early migrations to the Arabian Peninsula.

@ Fossil site

=== Migration routes

HOMO SAPIENS IN AFRICA
300,000-70,000 YA

Before Homo sapiens first left Africa they flourished
as a species and began to exhibit what we might
recognize as “modern” behaviour. Excavations at
the Blombos Caves, on the southern tip of Africa,
have produced some of the earliest evidence of
complex thought and innovation, including
jewellery, engraved stones, refined bone tools,
projectile weapons, and painting materials.

e Fossil site

’ Archaeological site

in the eastern Mediterranean. Although little
fossil evidence exists, the rich archaeological
material includes the first figurative carvings

- and musical instruments.

== Migration routes

@ Fossil site

‘ Archaeological site
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are unknown, ancient genetics suggests thousands
of interbreeding events. Some fossils attributed to

Mama‘ﬂtovaya modern humans show features associated with
Kirya Neanderthals, leading some scientists to speculate
that these individuals may be hybrids.
Byzovaia

42,000-37,000 YA DNA extracted from
remains of Homo sapiens from Pestera

cu Oase, Romania, is estimated to be 51|
per cent Neanderthal, meaning that it had a
Neanderthal relation within 4—6 generations
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35,000 YA Border Cave
yielded the Lebombo

Bone to archaeologists —
this bears marks suggesting
a counting tally, similar

to those used in recent

Fossil site

R Archaeological site

24,000 YA According to DNA analysis,
Mal’ta Boy shares a close ancestry with
the male found in Kostenki, Europe

Ust Karakol

38,700-36,200 YA
A male from Kostenki is

one of the oldest modern

humans found in Europe

Middle Awgsh

38,000-30,000 YA Balangoda
Man in Sri Lanka represents the
earliest reliably dated record of

Okladnikov
Cave

o Ll Tash

anatomically modern humans

in south Asia

MIGRATION OF EARLY HUMANS
’ The series of arrows on this map represents

the probable migration routes of early modern
humans based on current archaeological and
genetic evidence. Also highlighted are some of
the most significant archaeological sites that have
yielded tools and cultural evidence, and locations
where important fossils have been discovered.

Denisova Cave @

Kara-Bom

A

Balangoda

& Malaia Syia

Mal'ta

/

e P

KEY

D‘ Land exposed b, el
~ due to lower sea =
level 20,000 YA

times by the San people TIMELINE
of the Kalahari
2 |
3 e
order Cave ‘5‘ _‘
Florisbad 6 7]
2 — =
T T T T T T 1
300 250 200 150 100 50 0
Blombas sies River Mouth THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO

Cavés




6 MYSTERIOUS DENISOVANS
150,000-50,000 YA

DNA analysis of a finger bone and two teeth
from Denisova Cave in Siberia has identified a
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only been found at one site, their genes indicate
that they were widespread. Contemporaries of
the Neanderthals, they also interbred with this
species, as well as with Homo sapiens.

@ Fossil site 7

Yana

45,000 YA Tools,
along with mammoth
and rhinoceros
bones, show humans
living above the
Arctic Circle

during the Ice Age

OUT OF AFRICA

= \a previously unknown and distinct population,
2 A . the Denisovans. Although their remains have

The modern human, Homo sapiens, is a truly global species, inhabiting
every continent. Our colonization of the planet started before
177,000 years ago, when groups began dispersing from their African
homeland. By 40,000 years ago, our species lived in northern Europe
and central and east Asia, and had crossed the sea to Australia.

17

Ancient hominins had moved from
Africa into Asia and Europe well over
a million years before our species first
appeared (see p.14). But the details of
how Homo sapiens relates to these

n
5 > earlier species are still emerging
v\/} gradually with every fossil and

A i L archaeological discovery from the

period. Genetic and archaeological
evidence now overwhelmingly
favours the Recent African Origin
model, also known as the “Out-of-
Africa” theory, which proposes that
Homo sapiens evolved in Africa and
later spread across the Old World,

120,000-80,000 YA
Human remains at
Tianyuan cave are the
oldest in east Asia

Yamashita-cho i . k
Homo sapiens first left Africa

some time after 200,000 years ago,
and some groups appear to have
reached east Asia by at least 80,000

replacing all other hominin species.

years ago, and perhaps as early as
120,000 years ago. Either via the Horn
of Africa or the Sinai Peninsula, the first
migrants travelled east along Asia’s
southern coastline, and either north
into China or eastwards across
Southeast Asia. Subsequent groups
headed through central and eastern
Asia and finally northwest into Europe.
As they moved into new territories,
Homo sapiens’ progress may have been
hindered, particularly in Europe, by
their encounters with other hominins,
including Neanderthals and
Denisovans. Little is yet known of
the Denisovans, but the Neanderthal
was the first fossil hominin discovered
and is now known from thousands of
specimens. Evidence of interaction with
both species lives on in our genes.

\ g/ 40,000 YA Around 70
\ stone axes were found
buried in dated volcanic

ﬂﬁg\f
.J'J 2 diment |
h iment I
3 (f/pg sediment layers
[

A The emergence of art

The Venus of Brassempouy (France),
dating to about 25,000 years ago,
features one of the earliest known
representations of the human face.

Matenkupkum,
“» a Balof, and Panakiwuk
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7 CENTRAL TO EAST ASIA
+g 120,000-45,000 YA

L5 Populations that spread to central and eastern Asia
| N\ probably came from those that had originally
Q colonized coastal southern Asia. The cold, bleak
7 environments they encountered to the north would

have demanded great adaptability. Those that
\ reached the far northeast would give rise to the
¥ populations that went on to colonize the Americas.

== Migration routes @ Archacological site
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“I too, am convinced that our ancestors
came from Africa.”

KENYAN PALAEOANTHROPOLOGIST RICHARD LEAKEY, 2005

THE STORY IN OUR GENES
EVIDENCE IN HUMAN DNA

By comparing the genetic make-up of living
people from all over the world, scientists are
able to analyse the evolutionary relationships
between different populations. This has
enabled them to confirm our African origins
and describe how and when our species
spread around the world. Genetic material
(DNA) has also been extracted from the
fossils of some extinct species. Analysis of
the DNA of Neanderthals and Denisovans
has revealed that they both interbred with
Homo sapiens and contributed some of their
genes to modern human populations.

The Vedda people of Sri Lanka
DNA analysis has been used to show that these
are the earliest native inhabitants of Sri Lanka.
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THE FIRST
AUSTRALIANS

More than 60,000 years ago, hardy, resourceful people
arrived in Australia after crossing the seas from Asia.
They became Aboriginal Australians and went on to
establish a unique way of life with a distinct culture.

During the last ice age, Australia, New Guinea, and Tasmania were
joined in a single landmass (see p.17), which was colonized by a
seafaring people who crossed the seas from Asia on bamboo vessels.
These people were the first Australians. Their journey through the
continent followed coastlines and river valleys. Archaeological evidence
suggests that by 30,000 years ago, they had
spread far and wide, from Tasmania in the
south to the Swan River in the west and
northwards into New Guinea.

Indigenous Australians

Australia’s indigenous peoples were
seminomadic; instead of developing
agricultural societies, they moved with
the seasons. They lived in small family

A Ancient art groups but were connected through
Discovered in western Australia extensive social networks. Already adept
in 1891, the ancient Bradshaw . .

rock paintings show human figures at hunting and gathering, they developed
engaged in display or hunting. new technologies such as boomerangs,

fish traps, and stone axes shaped by
grinding. Over time, the groups became culturally diverse. In the far
north, people of the Torres Strait — between Australia and New Guinea
— became distinct from the Australian Aborigines. Aboriginal life
became centred on relationships between people and the natural
world, or “Country”, which included animals, plants, and rocks.
These links, which have lasted into modern life, are formalized in the
“Dreaming”: oral histories of creation combined with moral codes,
some of which are reflected in art.

THE COLONIZATION OF AUSTRALIA

The earliest known archaeological ; *¢
sites in Australia are 65,000 years fjiacisdbebe Nagagl
i Rock Shelter Gabarnmung

old —a date that conforms with 65,000 YA 45,000 YA
genetic evidence for the origins
of indigenous Australians. Fossils
of humans and their animal prey, AUSTRALIA
as well as artefacts from the time, Upper
indicate that populations were Swan River )

. 40.000 YA Willandra Lakes
centred around coastlines and e 40,000 YA
the Murray—Darling river basins.

Devil’s Lair Penrith
48,000-43,000 YA 50,000-40,000 YA‘
KEY
Archaeological site Tasmania

pre-30,000 YA 30,000 YA ¢




THE FIRST AUSTRALIANS 19

Part of the landscape

The Jawoyn people of northern Australia have
been producing spectacular rock art for more
than 30,000 years. Their paintings often feature
marsupials and are predominantly red and white.
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PEOPLING THE AMERICAS
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PREHISTORY 7 MYA-3000 ecE

A Innovative tools

Wooden tools called adzes had blades
made from stone that were sufficiently
strong to fell trees, open up land for
pasture, or dig hard ground.

SETTLED LIVING

As modern humans dispersed
around the world, they relied

on local plants and animals for
sustenance. Nomadic societies
gave way to settled communities
as people planted the first crops
or corralled the first livestock.
Domestication of wild species
began from about 12,000 years
ago. The first farmers used the
most edible species that were
easiest to harvest, growing their
food in abundance, providing
enough to support larger
populations, and ultimately
out-competing hunter-gatherers.

THE FIRST FARMERS

Working the land to grow food was an entirely new way of life for prehistoric humans. It

turned them from nomads into farmers — and created settlements with permanent buildings,

larger societies, and the potential to develop more elaborate technology and culture.

The earliest humans mostly lived in small nomadic bands
and went wherever food was plentiful. They tracked the
migrations of large animals as they hunted for meat, just
as they followed the seasonal bounties of fruit and seeds.
They built — and rebuilt — simple camps, carrying a few
lightweight belongings with them.

This hunter-gatherer existence supported humans
through the last ice age, but, about 12,000 years ago, a rise
in Earth’s temperature opened up a world of alternative
possibilities. One species of human — Homo sapiens —
successfully emerged into this warmer world. By this time,
these modern humans had spread far beyond their African
ancestral home into Asia, Australasia, and America. And
independently, all over the world, they had begun creating
permanent farming settlements.

Settling down
Permanent camps with stronger houses made sense in
places where the land was especially fertile — such as on
tloodplains of rivers. Settlers could support more hungry
mouths by hunting, fishing,
and gathering plant food
around a local foraging
ground that was rich in
resources. This was just a
small step from farming as

D> Early farming villages

This settlement at Mehrgarh in modern
Pakistan dates from 70008ce. It had
mud-brick houses and granaries to
store surplus cultivated cereal.

11,000-9000 Bce Wheat and barley

are grown in southwest Asia to produce
non-shattering seed heads that are easier
to harvest — the first domesticated cereals

CROPS
ANIMALS

11,0008cE 10,0008cE

10,000 BCE In southwest Asia, local
animals — including sheep, goats, pigs,
and cattle — are domesticated and will
become globally important livestock

it was more convenient to nurture or transplant food plants
closer to home, or plant their seeds and tubers (some recent
evidence suggests people had started to do this as early as
23,000 years ago) — while the most amenable wild animals
were confined to pens. These first farms produced more
food to feed more people, so settlements could grow bigger
and even produce a surplus to help with leaner times.
Valuable food stores — defended from competing camps —
became another reason to stay in one place.

Domestication
By about 10,0005cE, agriculture had emerged in Eurasia,
New Guinea, and America, with farmers relying on local
plants and animals as favoured sources of food. They
learned that some species were more useful than others,
and so these became staple parts of their diets.

In the fertile floodplains of Mesopotamia (modern Iraqg),
local wild wheat and barley became the cereals of choice,
while goats and sheep provided meat. East Asia’s main

cereal was rice, and in Central America, farmers cultivated
maize. In all cases, the first
farmers selected the most
manageable and high-
yielding plants and animals.
Over time and generations,
their choices would change
the traits of wild species, as
crops and livestock passed
on their characteristics to
form the domesticated
varieties we use today. With

10,000 BCE Lentils, peas, and chickpeas

in Middle East provide an additional source
of protein —improving the dietary balance
along the Fertile Crescent

90008BCE 80008cE

10,000-5000 BcE Maize domesticated in
Central America becomes the staple cereal in
the Americas, while squash plants are selectively
bred to reduce bitterness of their taste



domestication,
settlements became
increasingly reliant on the limited
kinds of plants and animals that provided the
bulk of their food. As a result, although food was plentiful
it sometimes lacked dietary balance. More time was needed
to work the land, and livestock could be lost during droughts.
People’s health was often poor, as crowded settlements
encouraged the spread of infectious disease among humans
as well as their livestock.

Ultimately, agriculture’s success, or otherwise, was a
trade-off between these risks and benefits. In some parts
of the world — such as the Australian interior — conditions

“Farming was the precondition for the
development of ... civilizations in Egypt,
Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley, China,
the Americas, and Africa.”

GRAEME BARKER, BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGIST, FROM
AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION IN PREHISTORY, 2006

7000 BcE Rice plants grown in
the fertile Yangtze River valley
in China are bred to provide
larger; more nutritious grains

5000 BcE Potato plants are grown
in Peru and northern Argentina —
the ancestors of potatoes used

as a staple today

6000BCE 50008cE

THE FIRST FARMERS

<l Working the land

A wooden model, from 20008cE, of
aman ploughing the land with oxen,
depicts the earliest kind of scratch
plough, which cut a furrow through
hard ground ready for sowing seeds.

favoured
more traditional
nomadic lifestyles, and
here humans largely remained

hunter-gatherers. As farmers gained a better understanding
of the needs of their crops and livestock, they developed
ways of overcoming risks and increasing productivity. They
learned how to use animal dung as fertilizer or to irrigate
the land by diverting rivers — curtailing effects of seasonal
drought. In Egypt, for example, the waters of the Nile were
used for large-scale irrigation of farmland, helping to
lengthen growing seasons.

Over time, food productivity became material wealth:
more food not only fed more people but facilitated trade, too.
At the same time, larger settlements could support people
with different skills, such as craftsmen and merchants.

It meant that the agricultural revolution would have far-
reaching consequences for the history of humankind —
including the emergence of industrial towns and cities.

A Feral ancestor

The Armenian mouflon from south-
western Asia is the possible ancestor
of the domesticated sheep, which was
one of the earliest animal species to
be tamed, at around 10,000 8cE.

4000 BcE Pearl millet is grown
in the Sahel regions and — along
with sorghum — becomes one
of the staple cereals of Africa

3000 BcE Dromedary camels
are domesticated in Africa and
Arabia — and used for transport
or for their meat and milk

2000 BcE Turkeys are
domesticated in Mexico and used
for meat and their feathers,and
later have ceremonial significance

40008BCE 30008cE 20008BcE

7000 BcE Cattle domesticated 5500BcE 5000 BcE Llama, alpaca, and guinea 4000 BcE Chickens are used as food and for
in northern Africa, pre-dating Horses are pig are domesticated in South cock-fighting in southern Asia, although genetic
the emergence of most crops domesticated in America; llamas are used for meat, evidence suggests a much earlier origin as a
on the African continent central Asia wool,and as beasts of burden domesticated bird, possibly before 100008cE
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ORIGINS OF
AGRICULTURE

When hunter-gatherers abandoned their nomadic life
and became the first farmers, they were doing more
than feeding their families. They were kick-starting an
agricultural revolution that would have enormous
implications for the future of humanity.

Evidence for agriculture’s origins comes from archaeology and
from DNA of crops or livestock, and their wild counterparts.
No-one knows exactly why people started to work the land.
Perhaps they transplanted wild crops closer to home for
convenience, or saw the potential of germinating seeds.
Whatever happened, as climates warmed in the wake of the Ice
Age and populations swelled, people around the world — entirely
independently — became tied to farming. It brought a stable source
of nourishment and sometimes, when yields were good, a surplus
to sustain people through leaner times. Tending crops or
corralling livestock demanded that communities stayed in one
place long enough to reap the harvest. Other reasons for staying
in one location would have been that the new farming tools were
too heavy to carry from place to place and any food surplus had to
be stored. While agrarian settlements grew to become the seeds |
of civilization, their communities spread, taking their skills,
plants, and livestock with them.

“... Almost all of us are farmers or else

are fed by farmers”

JARED DIAMOND, FROM GUNS, GERMS, AND STEEL, 1997

DOMESTICATION REVOLUTION
WILD SPECIES TO CROPS AND LIVESTOCK

The crops and livestock that
humankind uses today descended from
wild species that had rather different
characteristics. Farmers chose to
breed from individuals that served
them best, such as by selecting ones
that provided better yields or were
more easily managed. This so-called
artificial selection, applied over many |
generations and sometimes across
centuries, gave rise to domesticated
forms of plants and animals.

Teosinte (original
wild plant)

Produce of artificial selection
Bigger cobs of domesticated maize (left)
are descended from wild maize (right).

Modern
maize cob

5 DIFFERENT KINDS OF CROPS AND
LIVESTOCK: AMERICA  10,000-20008cE

Across the Old World, similar kinds of crops and ; ~ e

livestock were being used in separate centres of e /
agriculture. But the early colonizers of the I / B S
Americas found entirely new plants, such as 23 _il—_,,:\,-‘,,', T smea
squashes and maize. The variety of these plants P S e
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9000 BcE Rapid
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of maize —’
ML/

Mesoamerica— ¢

2000 BcE Earliest
domestication of
turkeys by Mayans

6000 BCE Earliest
domestication of
llamas by Incas

A Hungarian statuette
Agriculture’s significance to community
life was frequently expressed in art,
such as this 5th-millennium sickle-
clasping idol, from central Europe.

ADVENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agriculture arose independently in different parts of the world, before diffusing into
adjacent regions. Each area developed its own specific crops, dependent on the
region’s climate, and some produce went on to become globally important as
communities expanded across the world.
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ORIGINS OF AGRICULTURE

| DOMESTICATION OF CROPS IN ASIA: CHINA
11,000-30008cE

Rice became the staple cereal crop in river valleys in
China. Farmers chose the best glutinous rice grains to
grow more plants, so rice grains got bigger. This
human-driven change had already transformed wild
wheat in Mesopotamia, where harvesting by sickles
had, by chance, favoured non-shattering seed heads.
But selection of rice grains in Asia probably happened
through more conscious effort.

’ Archaeological site

& Millet and rice
’

" x Rice

a Soybean

Mungbean

‘ Melon

H Pig, horse, chicken, duck

07 cattle
() i
r
p
.7 10,0008cE Archacological
Yellow and Yangtze evidence of millet, the

earliest known dry farming

River Valleys
i H crop in Asia

ab ¢4
‘7\ 8000 BcE Origin of all

i domesticated Asian rice

New Guinea
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4 LIVESTOCK BEFORE CROPS: AFRICA
9000-20008cE

In some parts of the world, animals were
domesticated before crops. In Africa, cattle
were being used as early as 9000 BcE, but local
cereals, such as millet and sorghum, were not
domesticated until thousands of years after that.
Agriculture began in the Sahara; due to increased
rainfall after the Ice Age, the area was then
covered by grasslands, lakes, and marshes. As
the region dried, agriculture spread southwards.

H Cattle, donkey,

’ Archaeological site
and camel

,# Sorghum and millet

‘ Oil palm and
date palm

3 EARLIEST EVIDENCE OF AGRICULTURE:
MESOPOTAMIA  12,000—-40008cE

Itis no coincidence that some of the earliest
crops were grown on the nutrient-rich floodplain
between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers of
modern-day Irag. Here in ancient Mesopotamia
(meaning “between rivers”), wheat was
domesticated around 1,000 BcE. This region
was part of a so-called “Fertile Crescent” that
stretched westwards as far as the Levant and
became key to the global agricultural revolution.

‘ Olive

Sheep, goat,
pig, and cattle

‘ Archaeological site

é Wheat and barley
#

a Lentil, pea,

and chickpea

2 AGRICULTURE IN THE WET TROPICS:
NEW GUINEA  10,000-40008cE

Covered with rainforest, the tropical island of
New Guinea offered a completely different mix
of food plants. Instead of cereals, people grew
fruit and root crops — notably banana and taro,
the latter of which has both edible roots and
leaves and is still a local food staple. But farming
here was only part of the local economy; the
region remains today the only primary centre of
agriculture that has not contributed domesticated
species to the rest of the world.

‘ Archaeological site
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VILLAGES
1O TOWNS

As nomadic hunter-gatherers began farming, for
the first time in history human populations became
anchored to fixed points on a map of civilization.
Settlements grew in size and complexity; the first
villages became the first towns.

Just as agriculture turned humans into a more sedentary species,

so the settlements they made drove the attributes of modern human
society: material accumulation, industry, and trade. This happened
in places around the world, but nowhere is the evidence for it clearer
than in southwest Asia. Here the first farmers produced enough
food on fertile soils to support denser populations. Although life
was labour-intensive, and there was a greater risk of disease from
overcrowding and malnutrition, there were benefits of living
together in one place over a long period. People could concentrate on
producing a surplus and perfect skills to make their lives easier. Clay
was baked into bricks for making stronger houses or fashioned into
large storage vessels. As towns grew they were sometimes fortified
with surrounding walls. Shells from the Mediterranean showed
wide trade links developing, while copper gradually supplanted flint
for better tools. As society itself divided into craftspeople, merchants,
and their leaders, these first local industries brought material wealth
that formed the basis of the first exchange economies.

“... it made sense for men to band together...
for... management of the environment.”

JM ROBERTS, FROM HISTORY OF THE WORLD, 1990

POTTERY IN THE STONE AGE
HARNESSING THE POTENTIAL OF CLAY

Fired clay had been used to
make figurines and pots before
20,000 YA. It later became
important in constructing
dwellings. Wet clay was used
to reinforce brushwood walls.
Solid bricks gave protection
from the elements and
enemies, while creative clay
technology was used to
fashion more decorative pots.

Halaf vase

Mesopotamian pottery was
decorated with geometric
designs as early as 6000 BcE.

EMERGENCE OF SETTLEMENTS
The chronology of settlement in southwest Asia followed an arc from
the earliest camps in the west to the foundations of would-be cities

in the east. Within 8,000 years — right across the region — agrarian &
villages were becoming industrial towns. /O
c
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VILLAGES TO TOWNS

| TRANSITION FROM NOMADS TO

=

2 FIRST AGRARIAN SETTLEMENTS

i

\

SETTLEMENTS 12,500-90008cE

The Natufian people, descended from nomads of
the Levant and Sinai, made the earliest settlements
in southwest Asia, from about 12,5008cE. At \
first these were probably nothing more than \

el

seasonal hunting camps, although evidence for
these is scant because nomads had few material

possessions. Their descendants stockpiled food
that demanded permanent storage.

11,000-60008CE

Farmers emerged from early settlers who
exploited wild cereals, such as rye, which was
cultivated as early as |1,050BcE. At first, settlers
rallied together to protect wild food plants from
grazing animals, but, over time, plants were
moved or seeds sown closer to home. Houses
became more permanent, as mud brick replaced
perishable brushwood as building material.

3 SPREAD OF MATERIAL CULTURE
7000—-40008cE

More food supported bigger settlements, as
villages proliferated over a wider region, from
Anatolia in the west to the Zagros Mountains in
the east. Catal HoyUk, a rich archaeological site,
might have supported up to 10,000 people.
Although it lacked social hierarchy, it had a thriving
industry in pottery and obsidian tools, and may

—
have traded for seashells and flints from Syria.
\
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ANCIENT HISTORY STRETCHES FROM WHEN THE FIRST CITIES
DEVELOPED AROUND 3000BCE TO THE FALL OF POWERS SUCH AS
THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND HAN CHINA IN THE FIRST CENTURIES CE.



THE ANCIENT WORLD 3000 Bce-500 cke

A Ram in the thicket

A fine example of Sumerian
craftsmanship, this elaborately worked
statuette of a wild goat searching for
food comes from the city-state of Ur
in ancient Mesopotamia.

ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS

City-based civilization is thought
to have originated in Mesopotamia
(the area between the rivers
Euphrates and Tigris), followed

by Egypt’s Nile Valley. Civilizations
grew independently in the fertile
basins of the Yellow Riverin China
and the Indus Valley in today’s
Pakistan and India. In each case, a
great river created the conditions
for intensive, efficient agriculture.
Early cities also grew in Peru, for
reasons not yet fully understood.
In Europe, the Minoans built highly
developed urban settlements
centered on grand palaces.

, THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS

Fertile soil, warm climate, and an ample supply of water, along with agriculture and a stone-
working technology, allowed the first urban civilizations to develop. The earliest is thought to
have flourished in Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq) around 3500 BcCE.

Of all the factors that helped civilizations grow, water was
perhaps the most important. The earliest known civilization
was born in Sumer, in southern Mesopotamia, in the fertile
region between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates. The
Sumerians were drawn to the area they settled in because
of the abundance of fresh water the rivers provided.

A thriving trading centre of the Sumerian civilization,
Uruk is generally considered to be the world’s first city.
It boasted 6 miles of defensive walls and a population
that numbered between 40,000 and 80,000 at the height
of its glory in 28008cE. Other Sumerian city-states that
contributed significantly to the civilization included Eridu,
Ur, Nippur, Lagash, and Kish. Probably the most important
Sumerian invention was the wheel, followed by the
development of cuneiform writing.

The first pyramids

Just as the Sumerians depended on the rivers Tigris

and Euphrates, the Egyptian civilization could not have
come into existence without the Nile. The water from

the Nile flooded the plains for 6 months annually, leaving
behind a nutrient-rich layer of thick, black silt. This meant
that the early Egyptians could cultivate crops, including
grains, and fruit and vegetables.

“This is the wall of Uruk, which no city
on Earth can equal.”

EPIC OF GILGAMESH, ¢. 2000 scE

3500BcE The
wheel is invented

MESOPOTAMIA —
EGYPT

INDUS VALLEY
CHINA
MINOANS

35008cE 32508BcE

3500-3000BcE
City-states such as
Uruk and Ur develop

3100BcE The earliest
form of cuneiform

A Architectural wonder

Giza's pyramids were the tombs of three Old Kingdom pharaohs.
From left to right, the three large pyramids seen here are the
tombs of Menkaure, Khafre, and Khufu.

In around 3400 Bck, two Egyptian kingdoms flourished —
Upper Egypt in the Nile valley and Lower Egypt to the
north. Some 300 years later, King Narmer unified

the two kingdoms, establishing Memphis as the capital

of united Egypt. It was near Memphis, at Saqqara, that

the Egyptians built their first pyramid in around 2611 BcE.
The step pyramid was designed by Imhotep — one of

King Djoser’s most trusted advisors — as a tomb to house
the corpse of his royal master. More than 130 pyramids
followed. The most significant of these was the Great
Pyramid, constructed at Giza for Khufu, who reigned from
2589 to 2566 BCE. Two more pyramids were erected on the
same site for the pharaohs Khafre and Menkaure, Khufu’s
successors. Although completely unrelated, pyramid-shaped

€.3000 BCE First signs
of urbanization appear
script is used

30008cE 2750BcE

€.2600 BCE The cities
of Mohenjo Daro and
Harappa are founded

3100 BcE King Narmer unites
Upper and Lower Egypt; the
hieroglyphic script develops



> Ritual vessel

This Chinese bronze food bowl, or gui, was probably
made between 1300 and 10508cE. It was used in Shang
religious rituals.

THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS

structures were also constructed in what is now Peru by
the Norte Chico civilization, builders of the first cities in
Americas, at some time before 3000BCE.

Civilizations of the east
Rivers played an equally important part in the development
of civilizations in the Indus Valley (in the northwestern part
of south Asia) and northern China. The Indus Valley people
are known today as Harappans after Harappa — one of their
greatest cities, along with Mohenjo Daro. The Harappans
prospered from 3300 to 1900BcE. Until recently, the
Harappans were thought to have been overrun
by Aryan invaders from the north, but a more
modern theory suggests that tectonic shifts that
affected the rivers on which they relied were the
cause of the Indus Valley collapse. Yet another
theory suggests that the drying up of local
rivers led to the culture’s decline.

A Chinese civilization flourished along the
Huang He, or Yellow River, in the north. As
with the Egyptian and Harappan civilizations,
here, too, seasonal floods enriched the soil.
This encouraged the development of farming,
while the river itself provided a useful trade
route. By 20008cE, bronze-working, silk-
weaving, and pottery were being practised.

The mysterious Minoans

Around the same time that the Chinese
civilization was developing, another
influential civilization was emerging on the

c.25008BCE 2000 BcE Bronze casting
Earliest use of the is practised by the Erlitou
Indus script is seen culture on the Yellow River

25008cE 22508cE 20008BcE

Mediterranean island of Crete. Its people are known as the

Minoans, so named by the British archaeologist Sir Arthur

Evans to honour Minos, a legendary ruler who may or

may not have existed. The Minoans were a great maritime

trading power, exporting timber, pottery, and textiles. Trade

brought wealth, and they built many palaces — Knossos

being the most impressive. The Minoan civilization declined ¢ Ar¢istic expression

in the late 15th century Bce. Some historians attribute this This colourful fresco, depicting
to a volcanic explosion on the island of Thera (modern-day 2 Minoan funeralritual honouring

.. . . a dead nobleman, decorates a
Santorini), while others argue that it was the result of an sarcophagus dating from the

invasion by the Mycenaeans from mainland Greece. 14th century BCE.

1700 BcE The Hyksos take c.1646Bce A massive 1500BcE The Aryans  1200BcE Chinese
control of the Nile delta, volcanic explosion infiltrate the Indus writing is used for
ending Egypt’s Middle Kingdom occurs at Thera Valley from the north the first time

17508CE 15008cE 12508CE

2350BcE King Sargon 2000-1450BcE The 1800 BcE Climate 1600 BCE The Battle
of Akkad unites Minoan civilization 1900 Bce Construction change begins to of Mingtiao takes
Sumerian cities to create spreads from Crete of the temple of Karnak, affect the Indus place, and the Shang

the world’s first empire through the Aegean  at Thebes in Egypt, begins Valley civilization dynasty is established
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.+ | PRE-DYNASTIC EGYPT 40008ce—3050 BCE 7 o= f,f 2 TRADE IN MESOPOTAMIA  4000-2500 ece
' From4000 sck, Egyptian cities such as Heliopolis, —— (J . ’ By 4000 BcE, many city-states had emerged in

~ importing metals and building stones from Nubia. . P local goods to the Mediterranean and also formed

They also traded with Mesopotamian cities, acquiring 5
valuable materials such as lapis lazuli, which has its

origin in the Indus Valley. By 3500 BcE, Nekhen (later

named Hierakonpolis) was already a large city with

Egypt’s oldest known temples, housing royal tombs. Black Sea

trade links with the Indus region — a source of luxury
goods such as carnelian beads and lapis lazuli. Religion
played a key societal role. Temples redistributed
surplus food and craft products — offered in the name
of gods — as rations, or traded them for raw materials.
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TRADE AND THE FIRST CITIES KEY
The first cities emerged from 4000 BcE [ Egypt O Trading city
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. first was Sargon (c.2296-22408cE). As a young man,

== Sumer

AKKADIAN EMPIRE 2300-22008cE

As the Mesopotamian cities continued to flourish,
powerful leaders sought control over the region. The

Sargon served the king of Kish, but later rebelled and
overthrew the Sumerian ruler. He renamed the 7
city-state Akkad and built it into a military power,

before conquering the cities of southern Mesopotamia

and lands to the northwest as far as Byblos.

= Akkadian Empire

N

4

CITIES OF THE INDUS  2600-1500 BcE

Ruins of cities such as Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro

show planned street layouts and sophisticated water
supply and draining systems. These cities produced

fine metalwork and developed new techniques in
handicraft. From around 2500 scE, they traded widely,
despatching their goods with seals carved with

inscriptions. These branding objects have been found &
throughout Mesopotamia, revealing how widely the

Indus people traded.

Indus inscriptions

8 Chlorite vessels

A

CARNELIAN TRADE 2350-1800 BcE

A precious stone known as carnelian was valued

second to lapis lazuli both in Mesopotamian and in
Harappan society. Carnelian was sourced in and

around the Indus Valley and was mostly crafted =
into beads and amulets. From around 23508cE, Indus
Valley merchants who traded in carnelian jewellery
established links with Mesopotamian cities.

0 Archaeological site of carnelian beads

THE FIRST CITIES

THE FIRST
CITIES

The first known cities developed along fertile river
plains in Mesopotamia (modern Iraq), Egypt, and the
Indus Valley. They became thriving trading centres with

an organized social structure, and flourished in the
fields of art, craft, and architecture.

33

By 30008cE, agricultural advances led to food surpluses in some
parts of the world, namely the river valleys of the Nile in Egypt, the
Indus, and the Tigris and Euphrates in Mesopotamia, allowing the
communities living in these regions to branch out into a range of
craftwork — from metalworking to masonry. This gave rise to the first
markets, which channelled wealth into these sites, and in doing so

“The Mesopotamians viewed their city-states as
earthly copies of a divine model and order.”

J. SPIELVOGEL, FROM WESTERN CIVILIZATION VOL. I, 2014

formed the nucleus of the world’s first cities. These urban centres
mostly grew on the riverbanks, in close proximity to fertile farmland
and sources of clay for brick-making. The rivers served as vital routes
for transporting raw material such as timber, precious stones, and
metals into the cities. Trade goods also moved over land, in particular
across the Levant and the Iranian Plateau, linking the cities of all
three regions. Most notably, carnelian beads and seals (branding
marks on documents accompanying goods) from the Indus valley
have been found widely in Mesopotamia. Many Mesopotamian
cities grew into powerful city-states, some of which eventually
became the capitals of some of the earliest known empires.

STANDARD OF UR
MESOPOTAMIAN ARTEFACT, 2600-2400 sce

Excavated from the royal
tombs of Ur in the 1920s, the
Standard of Ur is a tapered
box decorated with scenes.
The original purpose of the
artefact remains a mystery,
but the images on the two side
panels, dubbed the “War Side”
and the “Peace Side”, form a
narrative that offers a vivid
insight into the different
aspects of life in the ancient
city. The scenes also include
the earliest known image of
wheels used for transport.
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EGYPT OF
THE PHARAOHS

Egypt was among the most enduring civilizations in the
ancient world. With its succession of powerful rulers,
unique religion and art, and trading networks, the
culture exerted its influence in the Nile Valley and
beyond for more than 3,000 years.

From ¢ 2700 to 10858cE, Egypt’s kings, or pharaohs, ruled the
Nile Valley for three long, separate periods, named by historians
the Old, Middle, and New Kingdom:s.

Egypt’s ancient civilization grew along the banks of the River
Nile, which was the main artery for travel and trade. The river was
also rich in fish and flooded annually, covering the banks with
fertile mud, making for a highly productive agricultural region.
While Egypt’s pharaohs ruled over this riverside zone, their
influence spread much further afield, mainly through land and sea
trading expeditions, which became more widespread in the Middle
and New Kingdom eras. The Egyptians developed their own system
of writing, and the pharaohs bolstered their wealth by employing
scribes to record goods traded and to ensure tax was collected.

The Egyptian people worshipped multiple gods and also
regarded the pharaohs as deities, which lent spiritual weight to the
ruling power. The strength of the pharaohs” authority is evident in
the impressive burial sites built during the ancient era, including
the pyramids of the Old Kingdom and the colossal temples and
tombs of the later kingdoms.

“The All-Lord himself made me great. He gave
to me the land while I was in the egg.”

RAMESES Il, PHARAOH OF THE NEW KINGDOM,
12791213 BcE

REGION UNDER EGYPTIAN CONTROL REY

The maps show the boundaries of the Old, Middle, * Oasis
and New Kingdoms of Ancient Egypt, and include

the trade routes that linked the sites of oases, cities,

the great temples, forts, and pyramids.
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| OLDKINGDOM 2700-2180 BcE

By 2700 BcE a succession of rulers had
centralized their power in Egypt and
governed from the capital, Memphis.
The grand pyramids built during this
era were symbolic of their power. The
valley prospered as merchants
travelled into the Western Desert and
along the Red Sea coast to ply their
trade. However, in 2180 BCE, a period
of low flood and the ensuing famine
resulted in Egypt splitting into two
realms — Upper and Lower Egypt.

Region of B Kingdom
control capital
A Pyramid sssp= Trade routes

2 MIDDLE KINGDOM  2040-1786 BcE

By 20408cE the rulers of Thebes had
grown increasingly powerful and
become rulers of all of Egypt. Their
domain was slightly larger than that of
the Old Kingdom, and their merchants
travelled further to establish new trade
links. In 16408BcE, pharaonic rule ended
(for just over a century) when the
Hyksos people, from the Levant,
conquered Lower Egypt.

Additional region Ml Temple
of control
n Fort
== Hyksos invasion
™ Nubian
soop Trade routes chiefdoms



EGYPT OF THE PHARAOHS

1479-1425 BcE
During Thutmose
II's rule, Egyptian

ships sail across the
Mediterranean to
Greece and Anatolia . M

\ |
|

3 NEWKINGDOM 1570-1085 ece

Ahmose of Thebes (r. 1549-24) laid the
foundations for the New Kingdom and took
power after expelling the Hyksos from
Lower Egyptin 1532BcE. Under later

- pharaohs, Egypt expanded its territory

across the Mediterranean and reached the
Fourth Cataract to the south. Trade

increased, and renewed prosperity allowed
the rulers to construct enormous temples.
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The bust of Nefertiti, the Great Royal Wife
of the Egyptian Pharaoh Akhenaten, is
believed to have been crafted by the \
sculptor Thutmz?se in c. 1345 BCE.
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‘I 1264-12448cE
Abu Simbel temple is built to |
| commemorate Rameses’ victory |
| ‘at the Battle of Kadesh |
|
Nefertiti

|
|
|

1285 Bce Rameses I
and his troops rout
\ the Hittites after

.-'. Tyre(d
(Acre) &5 '.

being ambushed

4 REIGN OF AKHENATEN  [353—1336 8cE

In 1351 Bce, Amenhotep IV came to the
throne. He changed his name to Akhenaten
in honour of the sun god Aten, built a new
capital named after himself, and declared
that Aten was the only god. His principal
queen, Nefertiti, was a powerful influence
during his reign. Later pharaohs destroyed
Akhenaten’s statues and removed his
name from king lists.
“‘\ = * Amarna capital during Akhenaten’s reign

e ;

\ : - \

5 REIGN OF RAMESES Il 1279-1213 BcE

., In the 14th century BcE, Egypt lost

. some of its territory in Canaan to the
Hittites of Anatolia, leading to decades

of tension and sometimes warfare between
the two peoples. The formidable ruler
Rameses Il challenged Hittite power at

the Battle of Kadesh, preventing

further Hittite advances.

. Battle 7 Hittite Empire

35



36

THE ANCIENT WORLD 3000 Bce-500 cke

E it SN A

= JIC R 2

3 THE FIRST ALPHABETS 1500—-10508cE 4 WESTERN ALPHABETS  1050Bce—250cE
200 BcE-9 cE The Romans {7
take their alphabet with The earliest alphabet — a system of symbols denoting The peoples who traded with the Phoenicians, such
them as they conquer A all language sounds, both consonants and vowels — as the Greeks and Etruscans, adapted the Phoenician
western Europe : // can be traced to c. I500BcE, as what is known as alphabet for their own languages. The Roman alphabet,
3 Proto-Canaanite or Proto-Sinaitic. Some experts now used all over the world, derives from the script
suspect it developed from a subset of Egyptian of the Etruscans. Exactly how the alphabet reached
v hieroglyphs. The people who used it passed the idea northern Europe, where it might have triggered the
! on to the Phoenicians, who had developed it into their development of runic alphabets, remains unknown.
¥ own alphabet by 1050 BcE. Being maritime traders,
iy they took their alphabet around the Mediterranean.
4 S == Spread of alphabets Phoenician-
E / influenced alphabet
o P
i cor . Proto-Canaanite and Phoenician alphabets . Runic alphabets
‘. e \

200-300 ce Runes — alphabetic
scripts made up of straight
lines — develop in northern
Germany and Scandinavia

: )’ " BRITAIN
# 4

1600 BCE The earliest known
writing in Greek is in the “Linear B”
script of the Myceneans A

ST &

1050 BcE The Phoenician alphabet

contains 22 symbols denoting only
% consonants — these three are
equivalent to the Roman
“B”, “H”, and “S”

: AN 250 BCE Brahmi script

r @ 6@] % (possibly influenced by
3400 BcE Pictographs syllabic or alphabetic
in Sumer (southern SCFiPtS from the West)
Mesopotamia) represent is used in India
the earliest known writing

3

Tell Brako
.
o

— OGades, f

)

700 BcE The Etruscans of
northern Italy, borrowing
from the Phoenicians and
Greeks, develop their
own alphabetic script

Enlanfanwn
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»
-
¥

]

1750 Bce The Minoans of Crete
write in their own version of
hieroglyphs, but also use an
as-yet-undeciphered script
called Linear A

0]
Persepolis

e

S a |h*adiriia

1700-15008BcE
Proto-Canaanite, the
earliest known alphabet,
is thought to have
travelled from the Nile
Delta or Sinai Peninsula
to the Levant

NI

2050 BcE By the

2 EGYPTIAN HIEROGLYPHS 32008ce-400cE Middle Kingdom of
Egypt, some hieroglyphs
have come to denote
sounds, such as “m”
(owl), “b” (lower leg),
and “aa” (forearm)

200 cE Arabic script INDIA

develops in the early
centuries Cg, and may have

The Egyptians developed their hieroglyphs towards
the end of the 4th millennium BcE. Hieroglyphs are
pictorial symbols representing ideas, syllables, or
sounds. People used them mainly for carved temple
inscriptions. Hieroglyphs fell out of use after the
temples to the Egyptian gods closed in the 4th century

the Nabateans, who built
the city of Petra in what

- is now Jordan
Rk

ETHIOPIA

900 BCE

CE, but this was not before the idea of hieroglyphic A F R B 2600-1800 BCE The origin and
writing seems to have passed to Crete and Anatolia. / C Alphabetic writing subsequent disppearance of the Indus f
A TpeEs south P Valley script are both mysteries, and its )
P ancISng intricate symbols are not yet understood )
Egyptian hieroglyphs #= Spread of hieroglyphs South Arabian
& script, centuries
i before Arabic
took over
600B8cE-100CE
| PICTOGRAPHS TO CUNEIFORM  34008ce—100ce Ancient Ethiopic
Writing was first devised in Sumer. Sumerian (Ge'ez) evolves as

scribes first used pictographs (picture-like an offshoot of

symbols), but simplified these into wedge- South Arabian £ 1> Never to be forgotten
shaped marks. These marks give the Hierog\yphs were painstaking to
technique its name, which comes from the write and were not used for
Latin cuneus — a wedge. From Sumerian \ everyday purposes. They were
cities such as Uruk, cuneiform spread ), used for inscriptions intended to
across Mesopotamia, and peoples from { last forever —and these, on the
the Hittites in Turkey to the Persians in \ tomb of Nefertari, queen of
Iran used it to write their languages. . pharaoh Rameses Il, appear new
after more than 3,250 years.
Cuneiform tablet i \
. Sumerian cuneiform w=p- Spread of cuneiform i \\

/ p

evolved from the script of (




OLD WORLD ORIGINS

Writing was invented independently in at least two places in the Old
World — Mesopotamia and China. Egyptian and Indus Valley writing
may represent another two instances of separate invention, or
writing might have spread there from Mesopotamia.
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1200 BcE The earliest
known Chinese writing
is inscribed on “oracle
bones” by fortune tellers
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1-500 ce Korean
scribes try different
methods of adapting
Chinese characters to
write their language

650-800 cE Japanese

b scholars create scripts
based on both classical
: dic g and adapted Chinese
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/) & 5§ CHINESE CHARACTERS  12008ce-220cE

From the late Shang Dynasty (1200—10508CE), various
scripts evolved in China. They were all logographic,
meaning the complex symbols, called characters,
denoted words or morphemes (the smallest unit of
language that conveys meaning), rather than sounds.
By the Han Dynasty (206 8ce—220cE), certain standard
scripts had developed, one of which is the unsimplified
script still in use outside the People’s Republic.

. Chinese script ==pp- Spread of Chinese script

< Y
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INDIAN SCRIPTS  268Bce—400cE

South Asia has a profusion of syllabic scripts, all

descended from Brahmi, which dates back at least to
Ashoka’s time (268—232BCE) but whose origins are

obscure. Brahmi may have developed indigenously, or

been adapted from alphabets, such as Aramaic, from
western Asia. What is certain is that Indian writing has

no known link with the mysterious and undeciphered -
script of the long-lost Indus Valley civilization.

=== Possible influence on
Brahmi from the West

. Indus Valley script

THE FIRST WRITING 37

THE FIRST
WRITING

Writing developed first c. 3400BcE in western Asia, but
also independently in China, Mesoamerica, and possibly
the Indus Valley. From the start, symbols represented
spoken language in different ways — either as words and
ideas, or the language’s sounds, or a mixture of both.

By the 4th millennium BcE, cities had developed in Egypt, China, the
Indus Valley, and Mesopotamia. The societies that built these cities
traded on a large scale and had complex, organized religions. Both of
these developments encouraged literacy — for writing accounts and
goods traded, or for recording calendars and sacred lore.

The earliest writing — in Mesopotamia — began as pictures
scratched on damp clay tablets that were then baked in the sun to
create a permanent document. Slowly, these evolved into “cuneiform”
symbols made of wedges. Many surviving cuneiform tablets list goods
or contain tax records, although there are also religious and literary
works written with the technique. At around the same time, the
Egyptians developed their hieroglyphs and later, the Chinese evolved
their written characters, both of which were used for religious
purposes initially. Alphabetic scripts, which originated in Sinai or
the Levant, caught on widely as the Phoenicians disseminated their
version. Alphabets needed only 20-30 symbols, as opposed to the
hundreds used in syllabic scripts or the thousands in Chinese.

“Do not answer back against your father.”

FROM THE SUMERIAN INSTRUCTIONS
OF SHURUPPAK — PERHAPS THE WORLD’S
EARLIEST SURVIVING LITERATURE, c. 2600 BcE

MESOAMERICAN SCRIPTS
WRITING OF THE OLMECS, ZAPOTECS, AND MAYA

Civilizations in Mesoamerica
invented their own writing
systems, but they did not spread
beyond the region. Inscriptions
date back to the mysterious
Cascajal Block, possibly carved by
Olmecs around 8008cE. The
Zapotecs used a pictographic
script from at least 4008cE and
were followed by the Maya, whose
intricate symbols, or glyphs (right),
combined logograms (denoting
ideas) and syllabic script. Maya
glyphs came into use c.3008cE
and remained current until the
Spanish conquest (see pp.152-53).
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6 MYCENAEAN TRADE 1450—1100ecE
A wealth of finds from Mycenaean settlements
and graves indicates the kind of items traded by
the people of the Greek Bronze Age. Raw
materials such as copper and tin crossed the
region by land and sea and were used in ornate
Mycenaean metalwork. Archaeologists have also

5§ HOMER'S TROY c.1300—1190BcE

Homer’s epic poem the lliad identifies Mycenae
as the home of the legendary Greek warrior
Agamemnon, hero of the war against Troy.
Hisarlik, near the Aegean coast of Turkey, is the
probable site of Troy. Archaeologists there
have discovered evidence of a major battle

4 MYCENAEAN SETTLEMENTS
¢.1600—11008CE

The Mycenaeans built their houses from a mixture
of stone and mud-brick; clay tiled roofs were used
at some sites. Their settlements were spread over
much of Greece but concentrated near the major
palace sites, such as Tiryns, Pylos, and Mycenae
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> Bull’s head vessel
This ceremonial vessel from

¢. 14008cE was found at the Palace
of Knossos. The Minoans venerated
the bull, considering it a symbol of man'’s
dominion over nature.

= ———
3 THE DECLINE OF MINOAN CIVILIZATION
c.1640—14508cE

The reason for the decline of Minoan culture is unknown,
but it may be connected to the eruption of the volcano

on Thera in the middle of the 2nd millennium BcE. This
destroyed the Minoan settlement of Akrotiri and may have
disrupted the Minoan economy, allowing the Mycenaeans to
take Minoan trade routes and settlements, becoming the
dominant power in the area.

k Volcanic eruption

7

{ ( e 2 MINOAN TRADE AND EXPANSION
¢.1900-14508cE

( The Minoans traded widely, visiting other Greek islands
r/ and settling on Rhodes, Thera (modern Santorini), Melos, and
! L Cythera. They traded with Cyprus, Egypt, and Syria (importing
Y

their influence spread as far as the Levant. The palace site

of Zakros was probably a centre for trade. P
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metals such as copper, tin, and gold, as well as ivory), and |

| MINOAN PALACES c.1900—14508cE

These complex buildings, the largest of which was

at Knossos, seem to have combined the roles of palace,
administrative centre, warehouse, and shrine. Constructed
of several storeys supported by wooden tapering columns
they were adorned with wall paintings. Some rooms,
decorated with bulls’ horns and featuring altar-like
structures, almost certainly had some ceremonial use.

ﬂ Minoan major palaces .. other Minoan sites

MINOANS AND MYCENAEANS

MINOANS AND
MYCENAEANS

During the Bronze Age, first the Minoan and then the
Mycenaean cultures dominated Greece and the Aegean.
These peoples developed a range of skills, such as
metalworking, architecture, and literacy, that laid the
foundations for the later Classical civilization of Greece.

The Minoan culture — considered by some to be the first European
civilization — flourished on Crete in the 2nd millennium sce. Many
mysteries still surround the Minoans; scholars have been unable to
decipher their writing, so do not know their exact dates, or even
what they called themselves — the word “Minoan” is a modern term
of convenience. But they are known to have been highly influential
in trading across the Mediterranean, leaving inscriptions at several
places on the Greek mainland as well as on some islands in the
Aegean. Minoan civilization was centred on several large, elegantly
decorated Cretan palaces, which were not fortified, suggesting they
were a peaceful people.

From the mid-15th century Bcg, the Mycenaeans — based on
mainland Greece — became the dominant power. They were a
trading people, exchanging goods with mainland Italy, Sicily, and
Sardinia. They also wielded military power, as seen by their fortified
palaces, and impressive weaponry and armour. Their script, known
as Linear B (probably derived from Cretan Linear A) has been
deciphered and was used to write an early form of Greek.

The Mycenaeans created several independent states in mainland
Greece with settlements on many of the islands. Each state centred
on a palace, and most were capable of major engineering projects,
such as stone fortifications, harbours, dams, and roads. Disputes
between the states may have contributed to the decline of the
Mycenaean civilization after about 1100 BCE.

KNOSSOS
EUROPE'S OLDEST CITY

At its height, Minoan Knossos was a
large city of 10,000—100,000 people.
At its heart was the palace complex,
which had 1,300 rooms covering some
2.4 hectares (6 acres). As well as large,
beautifully decorated residential or
ceremonial rooms, there were many
rooms set aside for storage. These
rooms contained hundreds of large
jars for oil, grain, or other foods.
Grain mills also formed part of the
palace complex.

Fresco fragment

The walls of the palace at Knossos were
decorated with images of animals,
mythological creatures, and people.
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SHANG CHINA

Before the Shang, the Yellow River valley was occupied by
sophisticated cultures for centuries. The region became the Shang’s
heartland, where they made vassals of a number of local states.

BRONZE AGE

2
3
4

@ Shangcity  ®®e® Trade route

CHINA

== Main Shang campaign

Chinese culture began to take on its distinctive form in the Bronze
Age, from about 1600 8cE onwards, with the development of
writing during the Shang dynasty and its successor, the Zhou.
Politically, China was still a collection of separate states, with one
or more of the states taking a leading role at different times.

|
2200 BcE

Most historians date the Bronze Agein  archaeologists have uncovered a royal
China to ¢.2000—c. 770BcE, although the  tomb containing bronze artefacts and
widespread use of bronze continued for  oracle bones. They extended their
centuries. The period coincides with the  influence through trade with northern
and central Chinese neighbours, and
with people of the steppes to the west.
Around the 11th century BCE, Ji
Chang of the Zhou — a people from
the Shang’s western border —led
arebellion and the Shang
were conquered. The Zhou

beginnings of literacy in China and
with the rule of two influential
dynasties, the Shang (c. 1600-1027CE)
and the Zhou (1046-256BCE).

The Shang controlled much of
northern China, creating a feudal
system with a core state and a number
of vassal states. Its rulers cemented their ~ developed systems of coinage,
power using rituals such as ancestor and writing evolved into
worship and divination using “oracle something closer to the modern
bones” (bones incised with written Chinese script. Two of the most
messages). The Shang moved their influential philosophers of all
capital city several times, the last and time, Confucius and Laozi, were
largest being at Anyang, where active under the Zhou dynasty.

(o ZHOU CHINA
Lingzhi Zhou began as a vassal state in

o the far west of the Shang empire.
J Towards the end of the Shang

X
Des"} Bo Hai period, the Zhou challenged
ordo® their overlords, moving
. e eastwards and establishing
Xianyun Sz SHandon g strongholds along the Yellow

A River before removing the Shang
il rulers by 10468cE. By 10008CE,
their influence was felt across
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<] Shang bronze work
This owl-shaped vessel
exemplifies the exquisite
patterns with which Shang
metalworkers decorated their
products; these included
tableware, such as food and
drinking vessels.
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2nd millennium Bce

A western trade route links
China with central Asia; it is
a forerunner of the Silk Road
between eastern and
western Asia

BEFORE THE SHANG  ¢.2070—-16008cE

A series of neolithic cultures pre-date the Shang in
China — archaeologists have, for example, revealed
the remains of the Longshan culture in the Yellow
River valley and the Yueshi culture in the Shandong
region. Other sites, such as Erlitou with its impressive
buildings, tombs, and paved roads, point to more
sophisticated cultures, such as the Xia dynasty (who
are thought to have existed from 20708cE).

™= Yueshi culture,
¢. 1900-1500 Bce

* Possible Xia capital

" Longshan culture,
¢.3000-2000 Bce




BRONZE AGE CHINA 4]

TN

s 5

3 SHANG CRAFTS AND FORTIFICATIONS
¢.1600—10508cE
Archaeologists have uncovered large Shang
fortifications made of rammed earth. These structures
suggest that the region was strategically important for
the Shang; Erligang may have been an early Shang
capital. Other finds there include the workshops of
potters, bone workers (who made items from bone),
and bronze workers. Shang cast bronzes are among
the most impressive of early Chinese objects.

.I' Major Shang bronze

i\'«‘ Early Shang
artefact finds
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2 SHANG TERRITORIES  c.1600—-10508cE

From about 16008cE, the Shang moved southwards
from their heartlands in the Yellow River valley to
control a large part of northern China. They forced
some areas to become vassal states, granting these
territories to family members, ministers, or tribal
leaders. In return, the vassal rulers had to help defend
the empire from nearby hostile states, pay taxes, and
provide labourers to work on royal agricultural lands.

Principal Shang territory :j'-'.::‘- Hostile state

@ Vassal state

I 1th century Bce The
Shang struggle for territory
against the Dongyi people;

this weakens the Shang,
contributing to their fall to

Bl
the Zhou dynasty

Taixicun ®

Wucheng

To 4th century BCE "l
The Yiieh people \
occupy the area to the
south of Shang lands

Xingan O— indicating a highly developed culture

4 SHANG MILITARY POWER  c. [400—1046&cE

The Shang rulers were faced with competition for J-l
power in both the east and northwest of their
Yellow River heartlands. They had a small standing
force equipped with chariots and archers based

at Yin (modern Anyang), their capital from
c.1400BcE. They supplemented this with
thousands of additional troops and weapons
supplied by vassal rulers. A Shang king could
therefore assemble an army of perhaps 13,000
men, armed with weapons such as dagger-axes,
that could usually subdue hostile states or rebels.

* Shang capital

~ The Wu people lived
to the southeast of
the main area of Shang
power, and Wu later
became an important
state under the Zhou

¢.1200 Bce The Shang occupy a site

at Xingan (also known as Dayangzhou);
archaeological finds there include
hundreds of jade and bronze artefacts, \
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BRONZE AGE
COLLAPSE

Between 1225 and |1758cE, several Bronze Age societies
of the eastern Mediterranean collapsed. Citadels across
the region were sacked by unknown enemies, and the
Hittite Empire and Mycenaean kingdoms were destroyed.

The first victim was the Hittite Empire, whose
capital, Hattusa, was sacked in around 1200BcE.
Meanwhile, in Greece, the Mycenaeans, fearing
attack from the sea, were fortifying their
palaces. Despite all preparations, the palaces
were destroyed by fire. Egypt was also attacked,
by a coalition from the Aegean they referred
to as the “Sea Peoples”. Pharaoh Rameses I1I
describes defeating the invaders in the 1170s.
Driven out of Egypt, the Sea Peoples went on
A Last writing to conquer and settle the coast of the Levant.
This fire-blackened tablet is The cause of the collapse remains unclear.
one of the ast documentsof [t i ynlikely that the Sea Peoples were solely
the Mycenaean civilization. It . . . .
is written in an early Greek responsible. There is evidence that climate
script called Linear B. change was the underlying cause of a cascade
of disintegration. The period was exceptionally
dry, and drought could have led to famine, weakening the palace
economies and making them vulnerable to attack. Other factors
that might have contributed to the collapse include earthquakes and
internal rebellions. As cities fell, their populations were displaced
and began to migrate, in turn unsettling other kingdoms. After the
collapse, trade in bronze, which had previously been conducted on
a large scale, was disrupted and people turned increasingly to iron.

THE FALL OF BRONZE AGE CITIES

Hattusao‘

KEY
a Sacked city ‘)Tr‘oy SN
lolcos . archemish
Sard
@ City that survived 3 $oandis Tars&f‘sgpo £ ‘:n
e D Alalqkh/é\@ <
=¥ Invasion or migration ari el Enkom'93Ugarit
Kition 8 >
[ Hittite Empire DByblos 2
—'

. Mycenaean civilization Mediterranean Sea
: Egyptian New Kingdom \’ S

During the Bronze Age collapse, dozens of citadels,
from Pylos in the west to Carchemish in the east, were \
violently destroyed. Many would never be occupied
again. The Phoenician cities Tyre and Byblos escaped
destruction due to their impregnable positions on
fortified islets. Egypt survived, but in a weakened state,
losing its empire in the Levant (see pp.44—45).
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Invaders from the sea Wl
A relief from the temple of Pharaoh Rameses Il f'
shows captive warriors of the Peleset, one of f ‘

the Sea Peoples who invaded Egypt. The Peleset A
later settled the Levant, where they came to be i
known as the Philistines.

i
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THE ANCIENT
LEVANT

The Levant is the fertile land to the east of the
Mediterranean, called Canaan in the Hebrew Bible.
It was dominated by powerful neighbours, but the
resistance to Rome of one group of its people — the
Jews — resulted in their expulsion, accelerating their
diaspora across Asia and Europe.

The Levant was fought over by the great powers of the Bronze
Age (see pp.42-43), including Egypt, the Hittites, and the old
Assyrian state. It was full of rich and important cities such as
Megiddo and Jericho when the Biblical kingdom of Israel came
into existence in around 1020 sce. However, the region had
been in decline for centuries and its powerful neighbours were
weak. On the coast, ports grew into city-states that became
known as “Phoenician” in the Greek world (see pp.54-57).
Phoenicians went on to form a network of trading colonies that
eventually controlled most of the Mediterranean. Settlers on
the coast to the south of the Phoenicians became known as
Philistines. Meanwhile, Israel split into two kingdoms named
Israel and Judah, and spent centuries under the domination of
first Assyria, then Babylon, then Persia.

By the time of the New Testament of the Bible, the former
Hebrew kingdoms had become the Roman vassal state of
Judaea, and the teachings of Jesus Christ were spreading
through the Roman Empire (see pp.86—-87). Rebellions
against Rome, including the Great Jewish Revolt (66—74 cE)
and the Bar Kokhba Revolt (132-35 cE) then led to the
destruction of Jerusalem, the dispersion of the Jewish people
(now named Jews after Judah), and the merging of Judaea
with its neighbours to make a new Roman province called
Syria Palaestina, after the Philistines.

MASADA
LAST BASTION OF JEWISH REVOLT

Herod the Great built a fortified
palace at this spectacular
mountaintop fortress in the
desert, and it was here that

the Zealots of the Great Jewish
Revolt took their last stand
against the Romans. After the
Roman armies laid siege to
Masada for 6 months, Jewish
historians record that they built
a siege ramp and set fire to the
inner defensive walls. The 900
Jews inside reportedly killed
themselves to avoid slavery.

\

~
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~ OLD TESTAMENT LEVANT

Y EGYPT

=Y 4 |
| ISRAEL AND JUDAH c.1020-926 BcE

According to Judaeo-Christian tradition, ¥
Saul founded the kingdom of Israel, and 1%
Bible scholars put this date at around %
1020 Bce. The kingdom reached its greatest G
extent under King David, but split into
Israel and Judah in 926 BcE.

Judah and ™= Boundary of

Israel David’s kingdom
'7_ Conquered == Judah-Israel

Kingdom boundary

from 926 BcE
Vassal state

The Old Testament of the Hebrew Bible
records the story of Israel and Judah, but at
times, supporting archaeological or historical
evidence is lacking. From the 8th century BCE
onwards, howeve'r, historians can turn to
independent sources from Assyria, Babylon, and
Persia — successive conquerors of the region.

586 BCE Israelites are deported from
Jerusalem to Babylonia (southern
Mesopotamia) by Nebuchadnezzar II,
after he conquers the city while
expanding his Neo-Babylonian Empire
|

c. 1000 BcE Mking David, Saul’s
successor, beats the Philistines and
extends the Israelite kingdom; he
makes Jerusﬁllem his capital

|
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=== al0gcscel R
is anoiknted as king
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. 1200-1000 BcE|
The Peleset (Philistines inthe |
Bible) settle here — they were )f{,
one of many ‘.jﬁed eoples” who
overran the established kingdoms
at the end of the Bronze Age |
e \
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3 BABYLON AND PERSIA

)

2 ASSYRIAN CONQUEST 722-701 Bce

There are non-Biblical Assyrian sources
for events when the Assyrian Empire
conquered Israel and took over Judah as
~ ' avassal state. Jewish tradition tells us 10
of the fabled |12 Tribes of Israel were
dispersed, assimilated, enslaved, or
otherwise lost. Assyrian records support
that deportation as a means of subjugation
was carried out. Israel became a province
of Assyria. Judah survived with the two
- remaining tribes.

X Assyrian victory

o Assyrian seige

586—539 BcE

The Bible tells the story of the exile of

the Israelites in Babylon. We have good
independent sources for a deportation

of prominent inhabitants of Judah to
Mesopotamia (in modern Iraq), by the
Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar IIl. When
allowed to return by Cyrus the Great,
however, many had become prosperous
and settled in exile, and stayed where they
were. This was the beginning of the

/ / worldwide Jewish diaspora.

i —t Deportation route to
; Mesopotamia

A o o A
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ROMAN RULE AND REVOLT

In the time of the biblical New Testament, the
central parts of Israel and Judah had become the
Roman province of Judaea. Revolts against Rome
by the people —now known as Jews — resulted

in their expulsion and resettlement in Egypt,
Babylonia, and throughout the Roman Empire.

A Message on a coin

This sestertius of Emperor Vespasian shows
one Jew sitting and another Jew with his hands
tied, reminding all Judaean citizens who carried
it of their subservience to Rome.

70 ce After breaking the
siege of Jerusalem, the
army of Roman Emperor
Titus destroys and loots
the Jewish temple; Titus
establishes the Roman
province of Judaea

4 ROMAN RULE 63ece-66cE

Judaea was conquered by Rome. Until then,
it was a kingdom that won its independence
from the Hellenistic (Greek) Seleucid
Empire, set up by Alexander the Great,
which crumbled in 110 Bce. The Romans set
up Judaea as a client state. Herod the Great
assumed the throne as Rome’s vassal in 40
BCE and proceeded to extend his kingdom.

= Frontier of Roman Empire
and client states
™= Kingdom of Herod

Roman province of Judaea

Damascus
(o]

Ituraea

Gaulanitis

64 Bce Roman Judaea Batanaea
included regions such o .. PR e i g
. ; t i J amala
as Samaria and Galilee © emalso 24 ofl uranitis
(both were within alilee

the ancient kingdom OTiberias

of Israel and later,

40 BCE - 4 BCE
The kingdom of Herod the Great,
although he is a vassal of Rome,
extends beyond Roman Judaea

Trachonitis

independent Judaea)

Caesarea )\

66—69 cE Jewish
revolt supressed by '

army of Roman

Emperor Vespasian

Gadara
(o}

- OfMachaerus
-3

135 cE Bar Kokhba Revolt
is crushed; Jerusalem is
destroyed, and Jews banished

71-74 ck Diehard Jewish rebels,
pursued by Roman leaders Bassus and
Silva, take refuge in the rock fortress
of Masada and commit mass suicide
rather than submit to Rome

6 SYRIA PALESTINA

132-35cE

The Bar Kokhba Revolt, 70 years after
the Masada incident, was crushed even
more severely. Jerusalem was destroyed
and the Jewish people banished,
accelerating their dispersal both through
the Roman Empire and to established
centres in Mesopotamia. Judaea was
renamed and merged with Roman Syria
by the victorious Roman Emperor
Hadrian to form Syria Palaestina.

" Bar Kokhba Revolt

JEWISH REVOLT  66-74cE

A series of Jewish revolts against Rome
resulted in the dispersal of the Jewish
people. The first involved the destruction
and looting of the temple of Jerusalem,
remembered in Rome as a relief on the
Arch of Titus, showing Roman soldiers
carrying off a menorah. The event is
mourned by Jewish people on the
saddest day in their calendar — the

fast day, Tisha B’Av.

mip- Army of X Jewish victory
Vespasian
== Area of major
== Army of Titus revolt 66 ce
» « B Army of Bassus Area of revolt
and Silva 69ce

@ Siege

THE LEVANT

The narrow strip of land beside the eastern Mediterranean features in the Old
Testament and the New Testament of the Hebrew Bible, but also in the records
of powerful neighbours, such as Egyptians, Assyrians, Persians, and Romans.

minister from thee.”

“I protest openly that I do not go over to the
Romans as a deserter of the Jews, but as a

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, JEWISH-ROMAN

HISTORIAN, IN THE JEWISH WAR
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V Ruling the underworld

A relief cut into the rocks of a temple
in Hattusa — the ancient capital of
the Hittites, in modern Turkey —
depicts 12 deities of the underworld.
The Hittites worshipped more than
1,000 deities.

THE BEGINNINGS
OF THE IRON AGE
The Iron Age began almost
4,000 years ago, starting

independently in central Anatolia

(in modern Turkey) and India.
Later, the knowledge of iron
smelting and forging spread
into central Europe via Greece
and then through the rest

of the continent. Iron, which
was more widely available than
the tin and copper needed to
make bronze, replaced bronze
for use in almost all utilitarian
objects, from weapons to
ploughs to utensils.

THE IRON AGE

When Bronze Age people learned how to smelt iron, they sparked off a technological

revolution. Exactly where and why they first turned from bronze to iron is a mystery.

The most likely explanation is that when supplies of tin and copper, the two constituents

of bronze, ran short, necessity became the mother of innovation.

Until recently, archaeological evidence suggested that
ironworking first started in central Anatolia, Turkey, some
time between 2000 and 1300BcE, with the Hittites — an
ancient Anatolian people — being credited with pioneering
the new technology of iron smelting (heating iron ore to
extract the metal). It was believed that the Hittites began
to forge iron artefacts as early as the 18th century Bce and

2010-1880BCE Iron
artefacts are made in Uttar
Pradesh and Malabar, India

INDIA

1800-1700 BCE
Iron is first smelted

> Signs of iron in Europe

Dating from 750—4508cE, this iron dagger was found in
one of the thousand graves discovered at Hallstatt (modern
Austria), the hub of central Europe’s first Iron Age culture.

that their iron weapons — including swords,
battleaxes, spear points, and arrowheads —
gave them a massive military advantage over
their neighbours. Following the collapse of their
empire, their knowledge spread through the
Middle East and from there to Greece and

the Aegean region, eventually reaching central
and western Europe. Modern archaeological
research, however, has challenged this picture. It
is now thought that Indian metalsmiths may have
discovered how to forge iron at roughly the same
time as the Hittites, or even earlier.

Early ironsmiths
Archaeological excavations of megalithic burial sites in Uttar
Pradesh in northern India and Malabar in the south have
uncovered iron artefacts dating from 2012sce and 1882 BcE.
Other excavations in the Ganges valley have uncovered iron
artefacts dating from around the same time that the Hittites
were forging their first iron implements, while iron daggers
found at sites in Hyderabad in southern India are thought to
date from 2400-20008Bck. In Europe, ironworking began with
the Greeks, possibly as early as 1050BcE. A few hundred years
later, the Celts (the collective name for a variety of tribes in

14008BCE The
cementation process,
which makes iron
stronger; is developed

1600 BCE Iron is
forged in the

by the Hittites Ganges valley

WESTERN ASIA
EUROPE

22008BcE 20008BcE

18008cE 16008cE 14008cE
1400BCE The
1500 B¢E The Indus Celtic culture
1650 BCE The Valley civilization collapses; begins in
Hittite capital of the Aryans migrate into the Upper

Hattusa is founded India from central Asia Danube region



Europe) became
masters of the craft.
The oldest archaeological

evidence demonstrating their skill at forging iron and other
metals comes from Hallstatt, near Salzburg in Austria. Tomb
excavations there, which started as early as the mid-19th
century, uncovered a rich treasury of grave goods, including
iron swords dating from around 700sce. Why the culture
centred around Hallstatt collapsed is uncertain.

The Hallstatt culture was replaced by the La Tene
culture, which appeared in the mid-5th century BcE.
Excavations have revealed more than 2,500 iron swords
with decorated scabbards as well as other metalwork items.
The La Tene culture was artistically prolific. Its influence
spread through much of western Europe as the Celtic tribes
expanded out of their original homelands.

Worldwide usage

In Africa, knowledge of iron smelting seems to have
developed at much the same time as it was spreading
through western Europe. Some historians put this down
to the Phoenicians, who carried their knowledge of iron

“[the Celts] are quick of mind and with
good natural ability for learning.”

DIDORUS SICULUS, GREEK HISTORIAN

THE IRON AGE

<] The versatile Celts

The Celts were skilled at working various metals, not
just iron. Discovered in a peat bog near Gundestrup,
Denmark, in 1891, this cauldron was made from silver
between the 2nd and Ist centuries BCE.

smelting to their north African colonies, notably Carthage.
The majority view now is that it was more likely a local
development. Whatever the truth, there is no disputing the
fact that African iron-making was extremely varied, with
many distinct local technologies evolving over the centuries.

There is clear evidence of iron smelting in Ethiopia,
the region of the Great Lakes, Tanzania, Ghana, Mali,
and central Nigeria around the Niger and Benue rivers,
where the Nok culture emerged. In some respects, African
metalsmiths were ahead of Europe. In east Africa, for
instance, they were producing steel as early as 500BcE.

V Traditional metalworking

Iron has been smelted and forged
in Africa for three millennia. This

From bronze to iron
Wherever and whenever the transition from the
Bronze Age to the Iron Age happened, it brought with
it significant changes to everyday life, from the way
ancient peoples cultivated
their crops to how they fought
their wars. Some civilizations,
however, missed out on

the Iron Age altogether.

In Central and South
America, for example, various
civilizations, most notably

the Incas, were skilful
metalworkers in gold, silver,
copper, and bronze, but they
simply never made the
transition to iron.

|9th-century engraving shows
small-scale iron-working near Lake
Mobutu in east Africa.

1200 BCE The Hittite 800 BcE Ironworking 704-681 BcE Underthe ~ 535BCE 326BCE 300BCcE The 200BcE The use of

Empire collapses; becomes widespread rule of Sennacherib, the Cyrus of Alexander Celts cross the iron in the Celtic world

the Assyrians start in central Europe; new Iron Age power of Persia attacks the Great English Channel expands significantly

using iron weapons the Celtic Assyria annexes Israel and  Babylonand  arrives in to Britain

and armour migrations begin Judah and crushes Babylon  absorbs its northern

empire India
[
12008cE 10008CE 8008CE 6008CE 4008cE 2008cE | ce
627 BCE Assyrian
800-400Bce The |  Empire becomes the 572 BcE Nebuchadnezzar || 322BCE The 272 BCE Asoka the

Hallstatt culture flourishes;
its wealth is based on
ironworking and salt mining

1200 BcE Ironworking
spreads to the eastern
Mediterranean region

largest the world has
yet seen under King

conquers most of the Mauryan Empire Great becomes emperor
Assyrian Empire to build a is founded in of Maurya; he expands

Ashurbanipal new Babylonian Empire India the empire greatly
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ASSYRIA AND
BABYLONIA

The Iron Age in the Middle East was an age of empire. The
Assyrians, based in what is now northern Iraq, created

the blueprint for a new type of extensive state that
employed direct and indirect rule to place a range of
peoples and territories under the control of one sovereign.

After 1200BcE, in the aftermath of the migrations at the end of the
late Bronze Age (see pp.42—43), small-scale local states replaced large
regional powers such as the Hittite state and the New Kingdom of
Egypt. The kingdom of Assyria, protected by the River Tigris and the
Taurus and Zagros mountains, survived the upheaval despite losing
peripheral territories to Aramaean clans. From 900BcE, it started to
grow again at the expense of these smaller neighbours.

Besides incorporating territories and putting them under eunuch
governors loyal only to the king, the Assyrian Empire greatly
favoured indirect rule. From the eastern Mediterranean to what is
now Iran, client rulers swore sacred oaths to accept the sovereignty
of the god Ashur and his human representative, the Assyrian king,
in return for local power. The empire was held together by these
bonds of mutual obligation and by an innovative relay postal
system — for the first time, information travelled much faster than if
carried by a single messenger. The succeeding Babylonian Empire
adopted much of this blueprint, but replaced Ashur with its own
god, Marduk, and dispensed with eunuch governors.

“The god Ashur is king, and Ashurbanipal is
[his] representative, the creation of his hands.”

BABYLONIAN LAW
JUSTICE CARVED IN STONE

King Hammurabi of Babylon
(.1782—17508CE) compiled a set of
282 rulings, which were recorded
on stone steles set up in temples
across his realm. These laws were
to “prevent the strong oppressing
the weak” and specified fines and
punishments to suit specific social
contexts. Over 1,000 years later,
in the days of the Assyrian and
Babylonian empires, Hammurabi
was still revered as a model ruler.

Stele of Hammurabi

The king receives authority, symbolized
by a measuring tape and a ruler, from
the god Shamash, the patron of justice.

O

2 BABYLON, CITY OF THE GOD MARDUK

1782 BcE-500CE

The ancient city first came to prominence as the capital

of the kingdom of King Hammurabi. Home to the god o
Marduk’s temple, Babylon was later closely associated <,
with the kingship over all of Babylonia (southern

Mesopotamia). In the first millennium BcE, the title of o
King of Babylon was coveted by every ruler who sought

to control that region, including the Assyrian and later &,

the Persian and Seleucid kings.

* Babylon

‘Olarsus

. r
‘-,__/—f"""‘

| ASHUR, CITY OF THE GOD ASHUR

2000-614BcE

This city was the site of the god Ashur’s only temple.
An influential city-state in the early 2nd millennium Bck,
it was integrated into the northern Mesopotamian
kingdom forged by Shamshi-Adad (c.1813—1781 BcE).
He was reviled as an unlawful conqueror, but 500
years later, when Ashur was the heart of an expanding
kingdom, the Assyrians claimed Shamshi-Adad as an
ancestor of their royal house.

ﬁ%{ Ashur

From c.900BcE

The port of Tyre is a key link in the
trade between the Middle Eastern
empires and the Mediterranean,
controlling the shipping routes from
Cyprus to southern Spain
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ASSYRIA AND BABYLONIA

3 ASSYRIABECOMES AN EMPIRE  883-8598cE

Ashur was the Assyrian capital until King
Assurnasirpal Il transformed his realm from
kingdom to empire. In 859 8CE, he moved the court
to Kalhu (Nimrud). The new capital was designed
to put the ruler, rather than the god Ashur,
centre-stage as the master of the world. This was
also the case for the later, even bigger capital cities
of Dur-Sharrukin (Khorsabad), founded by Sargon
Il (721-7058cE), and Nineveh, transformed by
Sennacherib (704—68| BCE).

605 Bce At Carchemish,
Babylonian forces defeat the
combined armies of Assyria and
its ally Egypt, ending centuries
of Assyrian power

706 BcE Sargon Il moves the royal
court and central administration to a
new capital, an ideal city created on
the drawing board that shared his
name: “Fortress of Sharrukin”
(Sargon is the Biblical spelling)

S Mountainsgs
a

1

. Extent of Assyrian Empire 8598cE

@

= . Babylon « Tigris
P —_— Y
y y *,
- . Kish o

556-539 BcE A usurper; Nabonidus, seeks

to legitimize his rule as Babylonian emperor

by resurrecting ancient royal traditions,

such as appointing his daughter the consort

A of the moon-god of Ur. The city of Ur was
S even more ancient than Ashur or Babylon
and, as such, was revered

<] Palace guardian

Since Assurnasirpal Il built his new
palace in Kalhu (Nimrud), giant
statues of divine guardians
protected the gates of Assyrian
royal palaces. The so-called lamassu KEY
have a human head, the body of
either a bull or a lion, often partially
covered with fish scales, and eagle’s
wings. They correspond to the

TIMELINE

4 HEIGHT OF ASSYRIAN POWER
680-6308BCE

In the 7th century BcE, the directly administered
territories reached their largest extent under King
Esarhaddon. His son, Assurbanipal, did not expand
these provinces, but greatly increased dominion
over indirectly controlled states, such as Egypt and
Elam. After his death, succession wars plagued the
royal house. Babylonia and the Medes broke free
and captured Ashurin 614BcE and the capital
Nineveh in 612BcE.

Additional extent of Assyrian Empire by 6698cE

----- Present day coastline/river

§ THE BABYLONIAN EMPIRE  626-539BcCE

In the wars marking the collapse of the
Assyrian Empire, Nabopolassar (626—605BCE)
and his son Nebuchadnezzar Il (605—-562 BCE)
forged the Babylonian Empire. The goal to
control the caravan routes across the Arabian
desert led to the conquest of Judah and long
wars against Arab tribes. Before these plans
~came to fruition, the people of Babylon turned

7 against the last king, Nabonidus (556539 BcE),

and hailed Cyrus of Persia as the new King of
- Babylon, ending Babylonian independence.

"= Extent of Babylonian Empire 5398cE

Susa

648 BCE The capital of the -
Kingdom of Elam is conquered
by Assyrian forces; an ancient
stele with Hammurabi’s laws,
brought here in the 12th century
BCE, survives the assault intact

/ MESOPOTAMIAN CITIES AND EMPIRES

o The oldest cities of Mesopotamia, such as Uruk and Ur, were mainly in the southern
part of the region (see pp.32-33). Life there centred around a temple whose patron
deity was thought to delegate power to the ruler. The Assyrians and Babylonians
stood firmly in this tradition, but their outlook was more expansive. First the
Assyrians and then the Babylonians built empires that extended from the
Zagros Mountains in the east to the Mediterranean in the west.

Biblical cherubim. This one is a copy 2
from Sargon II's throne room at 3
Dur-Sharrukin. :
\ T
20008cE 15008cE

10008cE 500 BcE | BCE 500 ce
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l’l ’ " ‘l\ \ —
4 THE CAMPAIGNS OF DARIUS | 516-5I13BcE “ 3 THE EMPIRE UNDER DARIUS | 522—-4868cE 2 CAMBYSES Il AND THE CONQUEST /
In 5168cE, Darius | began a military campaign in Darius ascended to the throne in 5228cE and OFEGYPT  529-522ece
~ central Asia that took him through Bactria and “ carried out many reforms. He introduced a new The conquest of Egypt became the goal of \
Gandhara. From here he conquered the lands by | monetary system, adopted Aramaic as the ~ Gyrus’s successor, Cambyses II. To do so, he
the Indus River and engaged the Greek explorer administrative language, and organized the empire —— made alliances with Arabian leaders and gained
Scylax of Caryanda to survey the Indian Ocean. f - into provinces under governors (satraps). Darius the support of the Greeks, who had formerly \
Darius fought campaigns to stamp out a series f' built canals and roads (including the famous royal been allies of Egypt. Cambyses defeated Egypt \
of revolts across the empire, most notably in | road linking Susa to Assyria and Anatolia); he at Pelusium in 525 BcE; however, his troops were \
Babylonia and in Scythia (in Eastern Europe), erected monuments and temples; and he built unable to cross the desert to Sudan, so he failed
where he asserted Persian dominance, before , royal palaces in the cities of Susa and Persepolis. to make conquests further south.
beginning his attempted conquest of Greece. ’
. I : ‘ i i 3 - Kingdom of Egypt, === Major campaigns
w==p Major campaigns of Darius | | | — Persian Royal Road from Sardis to Susa annexed’5258CE of Cambyses Il
| ~
/ | o I, 7 RS ‘ X Battle, with date
/ b ; ( ' |
)| - N | g 'x

resists the Persian army at - ’_j) | " = J - | ( \ N

Thermopylae but is eventually 7 5"|3 o B f’ SR 550-547BcE Y \ 2

overcome; Athens falls | ™ X ~ Cyrus’s campaign 5

—

ir?'vades Scythia

_ soon afterwards - to conquer Lydia

f Black Sea

492BCE

Darius | invades 547BcE C)’ruj
dian

L i defeats the Ly
Macedonia S|nope king, Croesus

 THRACE

L

57k /Rhodes
%&gfe}e_ 1 4 -
TSP AT |

494 BCcE An uprising against f’
Persian rule is quelled

Cyrene the Lydian capital, Sardis

at the siege of Miletus 5{17 BCE Cyrus captures

¢.500 BCE The Persian
.. I#oyal Road is completed

. |

525 BCE
Pelusium Jerusale

539BCE Cyruj‘ takes Babylon;

he soon allows Israelites exiled

from Jerusalem d‘o return home
! 522 BcE Once the capital city of
o lr_E_IgmjusaJ;ecomes‘iﬁ’ianortant
| Persian administrative centre

5508cE Cyrus

defeats his maternal grandfather, X
Astyages, king of the Medes L \
546 BcE The construction of i |

Pasargadae begins; it becomes R

the capital of Cyrus’s empire ‘, ) .
| A\
§ THE GREEK WARS  492-479BcE \\ \ )
Darius |, angered by Athenian support for revolts c.Svagrlls(th ?ta;r s:)lnoar:zs \ \ i \ ;
against the Persian empire, vowed to take the capital city, Persepolis \

whole of Greece, but his army of 20,000 was
defeated at Marathon by an Athenian-led force.
After Darius’s death in 486 BCE, his successor,
Xerxes, tried again to conquer Greece. He took
control of the mainland north of Corinth and
destroyed Athens, but withdrew most of his army
after losing the Battle of Salamis in 480BcE.

\

<] Oxus treasure k\I
This model of a gold chaﬁiot

was part of a find of Pers\an
metalwork near the river |

Oxus, modern Afghanistan.
Dating back to-the 5th century

- BCE, it shows the refinement of
Persian art and technology. |

\

== Persian campaigns . Other territories
against Greece annexed by Darius |
and Xerxes |

X Battle, with date

|




RISE OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE 51

\

THE EXPANSION OF PERSIAN TERRITORY

Cyrus conquered a huge swathe of western and KEY

central Asia, from Anatolia to what is now Afghanistan. == Persian Empire -7
His successors added gains in Egypt and Greece, and At gregtest extent 4
ruled distant satrapies, such as Sogdiana, via governors

known as satraps.

RISE OF THE

TIMELINE

| —

2 =

3 S

4

.5 . . . . == . . . . The Persian Empire was enormous, stretching
600BCE 550 500 450 400

from Europe to India, and lasted from the military
victories of its founder, Cyrus the Great, in the
mid-6th century BCE until it was conquered by
Alexander the Great some 200 years later.

In 6128cE, the Assyrian city of Nineveh was destroyed by an alliance
of the Assyrians’ former subject peoples, including the Babylonians
and Medes. The Medes and Persians were Indo-European peoples
originally from central Asia, who occupied respectively the area
southwest of the Caspian Sea and lands north of the Persian Gulf.
To begin, the Medes were the dominant power, but c.5508cE the
Persians, under a series of dynamic kings, began a series of
conquests that created the largest empire the world had seen to date.

“Brevity is the soul of command. Too much talk
suggests desperation on the part of the leader.”

ATTRIBUTED TO CYRUS IN CYROPEDIA, c. 370 BcE

The Persians were tolerant conquerors — Cyrus the Great respected the
beliefs and customs of the people he ruled and famously freed the
Israelites who had been taken captive in Babylon. The Persians
invested in organization, appointing local governors known as
satraps to rule each province, and built roads and canals to enable
troops and traders to move with ease. This organization, and their
ability to deploy their armies quickly, enabled them to maintain
their vast territories. The Persian Empire was still a major power when
it was conquered by Alexander the Great in the 4th century BcE.

5158CE
Darius |
conquers the
Indus Valley
region

PASARGADAE

CYRUS THE GREAT AND HIS CONQUESTS ~ THE FIRST PERSIAN CAPITAL

550-5308cE

Born in around 5808ck, Cyrus Il (known as Cyrus the

Inaround 546 cg, Cyrus the Great
Great) succeeded his father, Cambyses |, as king of Persia

began to build the first Persian dynastic

§ =¥ in 5598CE. In a span of just 20 years, he cast off the yoke capital at Pasargadae, near the modern
of the Median Empire, a victory that won him both city of Shiraz. Its royal remains, which
territory and vassals. He then conquered Lydia and include the palace, audience hall,
Babylonia, together with much of central Asia, to create gatehouse, and the tomb of Cyrus
a vast empire. Cyrus is thought to have died in battle in himself, are some of the most
around 5308cE. impressive of the Persian Empire, and

show the influence of the peoples that
. Persian homeland under . Kingdom of Lydia, Cyrus conquered. La.ter’ Cambyses I
Cyrus before 550BCE annexed c.547BcE founded another capital at Susa and
Darius built a third, at Persepolis.
. Median Empire, Babylonian Empire,
e annexed 5508cE annexed 539BcE

== Major campaigns
of Cyrus

\

x Battle, with date

Protective winged spirit
This 5th-century BcE relief decorated a
door in the ancient city of Pasargadae.
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CARAL
THE AMERICAS’ FIRST URBAN CIVILIZATION

FIRST CITIES IN
THE AMERICAS

The first city-based cultures in the Americas emerged

A substantial city by 2600 Bck, Caral
was part of Peru’s Norte Chico
civilization. Other Norte Chico
cities may be even older. Like many
later pre-Columbian cities, Caral
featured monumental architecture,
such as platform mounds and
plazas. These remains of a sunken
plaza in Caral, 40m (130ft) across,
were discovered in the late 1990s.
The plaza is thought to have been
used for communal acts of worship.

from around 35008BcE in coastal Peru, pre-dating the first
cities in southern Mexico and North America by about
two millennia. All early American urban cultures built
grand sites of worship and engaged extensively in trade.

From around 50008cE, agricultural
practices started replacing the hunter-
gatherer lifestyle in the Americas,
giving rise to the first settlements.

The Norte Chico culture in the Supe
Valley region of coastal Peru emerged

the Americas include the Olmecs of
southern Mexico, and the Adena and
Hopewell Mound Builder cultures of
the upper Mississippi and Ohio valleys.
Unique cultures evolved in all these
ancient communities, each defined by

EARLY CIVILIZATIONS IN AMERICA KEY
From about 15008ck, farming cultures flourished Major urban
in central America, and the Olmecs built their first centres

cities. In North America, the Adena culture were
among the first Mound Builders to emerge from about
10008cE, followed 800 years later by the Hopewells.

as the earliest known urban civilization
on the continent, around 40008cE. The

its arts, crafts, and religious practices,
though they all built large-scale

civilization included more than 30 large  earthworks — platforms, pyramids, or VIHIEINE
. . c . . 1 [
settlements, and it established its first mounds — mainly for ceremonial 2 P ——
major city around 35008cE. It thrived purposes. The towns and cities also : _—_ ]
. . ——
for more than 2,000 years. Early traded, using rivers and other routes ‘ i i i i ‘
civilizations in other regions of along coastal plains to transport goods. 2000ece 10008ce e [V
MESOAMERICA’S ANCIENT CULTURES | o
By 1000BcE, much of Mesoamerica was inhabited 1000-700 BcE Ceramics 3008cE Preclassic Maya v W
by farming communities, which grew into cities o Pavén - | produced in Tlatilco bear construct among the e .
through trading in essential and exotic goods. ’oﬁA an Olmec influence earliest giant pyramid u 4 Dzibilchaltn ‘
| {1 Gty temples, bearing large ﬂkomchén s (i '
fores 28 stucco masks depicting the |
2 EARLY MAYA 1000Bce-250cE /)fo - deities of Maya mythology f T
From 10008cE, the Maya began forming complex 7 Gulf olf | 'y
~ urban settlements with an elite class and Yucatan
entrenched religious practices. These settlements Mexico - r Peninsula
also featured ceremonial sites in the form of plazas El Trapiche - o I!gz:;zolg :‘::;: I f Ed‘zné -
and earthen mounds. Maya artwork during this 1 i ‘ ! / # Dzibilnocac
i i Tlatilco (El'Viejon for Olmec culture y
period drew influence from the Olmecs. y ‘ o
<=, Tlapacoya REmofa e A |
\Cuicuilco X quua’c‘ata y @ Becan
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300BcE Monte Alban is
___among the fastest-growing
= S cities in Mesoamerica, with a
population of more than 5,000

system and calendar in Mesoamerica. From their |
heartland in San Lorenzo, they traded widely into \
western Mexico and established trade relations
with many Maya sites along the southern coast.
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™= Area of influence == Trade route

P
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ADENA CULTURE 1000BceE—400cE

The Adena peoples became seasonal settlers in
the Ohio River valley once they introduced
farming to their hunting and fishing lifestyle. Each
social group comprised about |00 people, made
up of between 4 and 6 clans. Using only digging
sticks and baskets, the Adena created impressive
earthworks, which were sacred ritual sites or
where the elites were buried. The Adena traded
in raw materials such as barite, marine shells, and
copper, used to make tools and ornaments.

™= Adena area of influence
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mounds built at the
Marksville site are
surrounded by a
horseshoe-shaped
earthen embankment
about 910m

(2,985 ft) long

Marksville

HOPEWELL CULTURE 200Bce-500cE

Most likely influenced by Adena, the Hopewell
culture was made up of independent villages that
shared a common culture based on their
distinctively styled artefacts. Besides conical
mounds, the Hopewells also built some of the
most elaborate earthen architecture of the
Eastern Woodlands, including platform mounds
in Fort Ancient, Marksville, and Pinson as well

as effigy mounds, which were often shaped like
an animal such as a bear or a bird.

™= Hopewell area of influence
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> Hopewell figurine

This clay figurine of a woman ]
was found in Turner Mound, near
Cincinnati. Besides pottery for
domestic use, it was common for the
Hopewell culture to make pottery for
ornamental and ceremonial purposes.

s

\f

THE MOUND BUILDERS

The Adena and Hopewell, known

as Mound Builders for their extensive
earthworks, were the earliest of several r )
cultures to emerge in North America y
from 10008cE. The giant mounds they
constructed are thought to have served ,_~
as ceremonial centres or burial sites
for the society elites. P
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THE
PHOENICIANS

In the first millennium BCE, the Phoenicians were the
leading seafaring merchants of the Mediterranean. Expert
craftworkers, they specialized in luxury goods, including
carved ivory, metalwork, and textiles.

The Phoenicians lived in port
cities in what is now Lebanon.
Among these, the most
significant were Byblos, Tyre,
and Sidon, each ruled by a king.
It was the Greeks who named
these people “Phoenicians” after
their most expensive product,

A Phoenician warship a non—fading purple (phoinix in

This Phoenician warship is a bireme, propelled Greek) dye, derived from the
by two rows of oars. Although the bireme was murex sea snail.

later improved by the ancient Greeks, it may .
have been invented by the Phoenicians. A row The mountains of Lebanon

of shields protects the upper deck. were covered in cedar forests,

which supplied the Phoenicians
with long, straight timber. They used the cedar to build their ships
and also exported it to Egypt, Greece, and Mesopotamia, which
were all short of good timber. Their cities were also centres of craft
production, producing purple textiles, glassware, engraved bronze
bowls, and wooden furniture decorated with ivory panels. The
craftworkers were influenced by Egyptian art, which the Phoenicians
spread across the eastern Mediterranean and Mesopotamia.
Alongside their own products, they traded in tin and silver from
Spain, copper from Cyprus, Arabian incense, African ivory, Egyptian
papyrus, Indian spices, and silk from Persian merchants.

Colonies and exploration
From the 10th century BcE, the Phoenicians founded colonies, as
trading stations, across the Mediterranean. One such colony,
Carthage (in North Africa), later became the centre of a great empire.
Searching for new markets, the Phoenicians became the greatest
navigators of the ancient world. Beyond the Mediterranean,

they explored the Atlantic coast of Europe and, around 600BcE,
circumnavigated the whole
of Africa. Their lasting legacy
is their alphabet, which had
just 22 letters. Adapted by
the Greeks, the Phoenician
alphabet formed the basis of
all western writing systems.

> Cultural influences

This Phoenician ivory carving shows
a human-headed winged animal,
Mesopotamian in origin, wearing

an Egyptian royal headdress.
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THE PHOENICIANS

Assyrian kings imported cedar from Lebanon

to build their palaces.
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A frieze from the

palace of King Sargon Il (722705 BcE) shows

Phoenicians bringing cedar logs,

towing them




56

THE ANCIENT WORLD 3000 Bce-500 cke

Greece. From this point on, power
ebbed and flowed between city-states
and leagues. The constant fighting began
to open an opportunity for an outside

+ power — Greek-speaking Macedonia to
the north — to expand and take control
of the region.

n |

g e’ .
454BcE Athenian general
Pericles moves the Delian League
treasury from Delos to Athens,
ostensibly to protect it from

i Persian attaﬁk but uses League
P 5 funds to build the Parthenon

@ Macedonian capital

Skyros Q?

1}3

l

‘| 478 BcE The tiny island

of Delos is chosen as the seat
of the treasury of the league led
by Athens, giving its name
| to the Delian League
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415 BcE Athens unwisely sends an
expedition to attack Syracuse in Sicily,
allowing Sparta to capture the entire
Athenian navy; Athens now stands
little chance of winning the war
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3 PELOPONNESIAN WAR  43|-4048ce

Although Sparta formed an alliance with Athens to ‘
fight Persia, it now headed the rival Peloponnesian
League and objected to Athens high-handed /

imperialism. When war broke out between Sparta |

3 ‘4’33 . b Cflaz! na{g

ANCIENT GREECE 700-338BcE  KEY | GREEKUNITY 700-338scE “-\
Until AIe>.<ander the Qreat and his . Athenian . Spartan All Greek“ques Iookeq foyva_rds certain common M 0 aatn Conbatio \
father united Greece in 338 BCE homeland homeland places of “Pan-Hellenic” significance throughout A \

p . . the narrow strait of the \
the land was composed of hundreds PIL s the Greek, or Hellenic, world. These |ncludefj Hellespont — the route to \i.
of city-states, of varying sizes. Many S et Mount Olympus, the seat of the gods; Delphi, Athens ally, Byzantium and \
were rivals, none more so than where an oracle spoke for all Greeks; and venues the Black Sea — is key in the \
Athens and Sparta of Pan-Hellenic festivals, such as Olympia. Peloponnesian War g
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416 Bce Neutral island of
424 BcE Athens captures Melos is taken by Athens
Cythera from Sparta during and —

in an act that shocks

and Athens, most of Greece leapt to either one side ' the Peloponnesian War many at home in Athens —
or the other. Sparta emerged victorious, but the Cythera all the inhabitants are
conflict plunged the region into disarray. , a n : e d massacred or enslaved
P . "
X Athenian victory x Spartan victory d i 1 € v I‘
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THE GREEK CITY-STATES
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L] Byzantiumi .-? "\. -
v i Chalcedon Astacus g W
i elymbria B, = \ - _
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Pe"'“thgs 2 DELIAN LEAGUE 478-43sce < | Y S | A |
ea of In the wake of the Persian Wars (492—-480B8cE),

Marmara . 4
many Greek cities formed a league of cooperation,

! ~ whose leaders met annually on the tiny, central
island of Delos. Athens emerged as the leader of
this league but became ever more heavy-handed

@ Proconnesus H .
& In a seminal period for Western

B

ES

civilization, the Greek

people spread through the Mediterranean, exporting their

ere never unified politically.

Leagues of independent city-states became close-knit only

57

output of fine ceramics. The Greek
world was also more or less united at
times in loose confederations, never
more so than when the need arose to
repulse the invading Persian Empire
(see pp.58-59). The major alliance that
arose in the aftermath of the Persian
Wars, the Delian League, became
dominated by Athens — to the
annoyance of not only many other
league members, but also of other
leagues — principally that headed by
Sparta. Athens’ ruthless leadership of
what had effectively become its empire
sucked it into conflict with Sparta at

a time when they were both great
nations. By the end of the war, they
were weakened and depleted, leaving
a power vacuum for others to fill.

Cyziculls‘ 2 in its leadership, sparking innumerable revolts,
which it crushed ruthlessly.
\ culture as they went. But they w
\ ® States within q States in revolt
\ Delian League against Athens
Vo b when faced with a common threat.
.‘ £ R The cornerstone of Greek civilization
My'sia £ Ry 7 was the polis, or city-state. These self-
\ /\7 4 governing communities, frequently
i / /1/ isolated by Greece’s rugged terrain,
,? were based on walled cities with
\ L& outlying villages and farmland. Despite
\x, being fiercely independent, these
\ o #0 oh Ll i hundreds of city-states, scattered
o Magnesia A around the Mediterranean, had
\ q language, religion, and many cultural
i \ practices in common. Even remote
Lydia 478-470 8cE Ephesus and the colonies strove to express their
\ oth.er cities of lonia join the identity with the buﬂding of
- Colophon Delian League to protect
1 kil / themselves from Persia, temples and theatres and the
L P Shests swelling league numbers
% Wionia = 2gund 208 i <] Bust of Pericles
] Pygela The so-called “first citizen of Athens”, Pericles
S _;’ led Athens during the Peloponnesian War.
&, > Prlené\ - latmus & Although a strong proponent of democracy
Myus @ Q - - s at home, he made many enemies abroad.
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suffer what they must.”

“The strong exact what they can, and the weak

THUCYDIDES, HISTORY OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR, 4008cE
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i ks establish SCYTHIA
(Marseille)

d 600 BCE

IBERIA

Gades
(Cadiz)

EMPIRE

:}Carpathos

Carthage, a Phoenician

(‘ \ colony, grows to command a
‘ trading empire in its own

right, challenging the
power of Rome

NUMIDIA

GREEK AND PHOENICIAN INFLUENCE BY 338 BcE

PERSIAN

MEDITERRANEAN COLONISTS
In 800-300 BCE, two cultures spread
across the Mediterranean. Greek
colonists looked for fertile land, since
their homeland had little — first in
western Anatolia, then the Black Sea
shores, Sicily, Italy, and France. The
Phoenicians went in search of metals
and trade; they began colonizing
copper-rich Cyprus, and reached as
far as Gades and its silver mines.

KEY

. Greek . Region of Phoenician
homeland home cities
Greek Phoenician
colonization colonization

® Greek @ Phoenician
cities cities
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7 BATTLE OF PLATAEA 479&cE

The two opposing armies met at Plataea, Boeotia,

in August 479 8cE. The Greeks, as at Marathon

eleven years earlier; employed superior military ~—

tactics to overcome a much larger Persian force. '“‘—:-

On the very same day the Persian fleet in Anatolia —
suffered a heavy defeat at Mycale. The two defeats

ended Xerxes’ ambitions to overrun Greece.

\ X Battle

In September 4808cE, the Greeks once more

faced a much larger enemy force at Salamis.

The Athenian general Themistocles employed

a bold tactic: he lured the Persian fleet into V)

the narrow straits and then launched an all-out v S

assault from all sides. His victory forced the ;-
S remaining Persian ships to retreat to Anatolia.

N
X Battle . ‘\—(
U (; h

5 BATTLE OF THERMOPYLAE 480scE

Although outnumbered by Persian forces, the
Greeks held the narrow pass at Thermopylae for
three days as Spartan King Leonidas mounted a
last-ditch defence with a small force of Spartans
and other Greek soldiers. Ultimately, the Persians
took control of the pass, but Leonidas’s glorious
defeat instilled belief into the Greeks that they
were capable of prevailing against the Persians.

X Battle
b J

v

———— ‘ army annexes Macedonia —

-
6 BATTLE OF SALAMIS 480 BcE R —— —
°
.t
o

l
Aug 480 BcE Following the
Persian

’ 492 BCE A storm drives 491 Bce Mardonius’s fleet

| Mardonius’s fleet on to rocks off reaches Thassos, where

f Mount Athos, wrecking most of the people submit to

‘ the ships and killing 20,000 men Persian rule /’
|

492 BcE Mardonius’s e

\ ‘.:q...

"}2 8 Thasos

| previously a vassal state

! of the Persian Empire
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wctJory at Thermopylae,
the | 'state of Boeotia falls

-
Zac‘thus —

Jun 479 BcE Spartan forces
break the Persian line and kill
Persian general Mardonius

Sep 480 BcE Helped by its
position in the narrow straits of
Salamis, the Greek navy defeats

the much larger Persian fleet ¢ hﬁ
Cythera

< Fallen warrior »

This detail is from a statue of a fallen Oct 480BCE

Greek warrior, exhibited on the East The Persian army

Pediment of the Temple of Aphaia, sacks Athens and

Aegina, Greece, ¢.500-480BCE. burns the city

GREECE AND
PERSIA AT WAR

Following a series of revolts in its western provinces, the vast The Persian military response precipitated the first wave of

Persian Empire pushed westwards in 492 BCE in an attempt to

By about 5508cE, the Persian Empire had expanded westwards,
moving into Anatolia, where its armies had defeated the powerful
king of Lydia, Croesus, and conquered numerous Ionian cities,
which until then had been colonies of Greece. In 499BcE, however,
the Ionian Greeks in the city of Miletus rebelled against Persian
rule, triggering uprisings not only in Ionia but also in cities across
the Persian western frontier.

hostilities, in which the Persian forces took five years to crush the
Ionian rebellion, finally recapturing Miletus in 494 sce. Then, in

conquer the Greek city-states and colonies around the Aegean Sea. retaliation for the support the Greek city-states of Athens and Eretria
This led to a destructive series of wars in which their superior had given to the Ionian cities during their revolt, Persia’s King Darius

military tactics and some timely good fortune helped the Greeks

halt the much larger Persian forces.

(r. 522—-4868cE) launched a military invasion of Greece in 492 BCE.
The attack was two-pronged: a land and naval campaign directed at
Thrace and Macedonia, headed by the Persian general Mardonius,
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72 FIRST PERSIAN INVASION  492-4908cE

In 492 BcE, Persian King Darius (r. 522—486 BCE)
ordered an attack on Miletus. Under Mardonius’s
command, the Persian fleet sailed into the Aegean
Sea and destroyed the lonian fleet. Meanwhile, the
army recaptured Miletus and subjugated Thrace
and Macedonia, but the expedition met an unlikely
end when the fleet was struck by a storm.

| IONIAN REVOLT 499-494ece

Backed by the Greek city-states of Athens and
Eretria, the governor of the lonian city Miletus,
Aristagoras, led a revolt against Persian rule in
499 BcE. The uprising spread to many cities along
Persia’s western frontier. In 498 Bck, allied Greek
forces destroyed the Persian provincial capital
Sardis, but the Persian fightback culminated in a
victory at Lade (494BcE), which ended the revolt.

== Land army ==%= Naval
campaign route campaign route

x Recapture Persian fleet
of Miletus destroyed

@ City sacked

g

DEFEAT AT MARATHON  490scE

Led by Datis and Artaphernes, a second Persian
fleet sacked Naxos and prevailed in its siege of
Eretria. At Marathon, the fleet faced a smaller
but well-drilled Athenian force who, having
waited for several days for Spartan help,
attacked the larger Persian army. The assault
forced Persian troops to flee to their ships.

£

== Datis and Artaphernes’ ‘ City sacked
campaign route

X Key battle

© . 03

{ Naxos OO Cnidus‘ ."

v jmorgos @‘S\o o . /
W . 7 GRECO-PERSIAN WARS KEY
- P I~ Astipalea Following the lonian Revolt in 499 8cE, the . Persian Empire
: e Persian Empire launched two major invasions B e |

B ersian vassal states
@ Anafe 4 THE SECOND INVASION  480-4795cE between 492 and 4808cE in an attempt
Thera to conquer mainland Greece. @rkells

Darius’s son, Xerxes, launched his campaign against the
Greeks in 480BCE. Xerxes made extensive preparations to
invade mainland Greece by building depots, canals, and a TIMELINE
boat bridge across the Hellespont. In response, many
Greek city-states formed an alliance to defend themselves

- Greek neutral states

|

2 =
against the Persian force. 3 [ ]

4 =

5 = .
=== Xerxes’ campaign route X Key battle 6 -. |~

7
==3 Naval fleet under Xerxes ‘ City sacked [ T T T T T 1

~ 5008cE 490 480 470

=
— |

and a second led by Datis and Artaphernes. The missions brought
many Greek cities under Persian control and also turned Macedonia DARIUS |
into a client kingdom. But, the Persian armies were eventually forced SoU—ee b
to withdraw as a storm wrecked Mardonius’s fleet off the coast of

) ) Darius | was the third Persian king of the
Mount Athos. The second Persian army suffered a loss against the

Achaemenid Empire, during whose reign the

smaller, but more tactically astute, Athenian army at the empire reached its peak. His administrative
Battle of Marathon in 490BcE. skill combined with his strong and intelligent
Ten years later, Darius’s son and successor, Xerxes I (r. 486—65BCE), leadership earned him the title of Darius the

Great. He also built the magnificent city of
Persepolis and left behind inscriptions telling
the story of his successes.

re-started hostilities against Athens, having spent several years
planning his campaign. Once more, the Persian forces outnumbered
their Greek counterparts, in part because Athens could not always
persuade other Greek states (in particular, the militaristic city of Great King Darius
Sparta) to join them in battle. Nevertheless, the Persians were unable The king sits on his throne in a bas-relief
to exploit this advantage, and the Greek city-states ensured their exhibited in Persepolis, ¢.500 scE.
independence with victories at Salamis and Plataea.
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ALEXANDER
THE GREAT

The young king of Macedonia, Alexander lll, ascended to the

throne in 336 BCE following his father’s death, inheriting a highly

efficient army. Within 10 years he conquered the vast Persian

Empire, creating a realm that stretched from Greece to the River
Indus. Although the empire fell soon after his death, it left a lasting

cultural mark throughout the region.

On his succession to the Macedonian throne in 359 Bck, King
Philip II (r. 359-36BCE) transformed his army into the world’s most
effective fighting machine — based on the heavy infantry phalanx
armed with long pikes. During his reign, his armies mounted
efficient sieges to gain control of Thessaly, Illyria, and Thrace, and
asserted control over the Greek mainland despite Greek hostility.
However, just as Philip was preparing to invade Persia in 336BCE,
he was assassinated by one of his bodyguards.

Alexander becomes king

Philip’s 21-year-old son, Alexander III, immediately claimed the
throne and wielded his military force to suppress the revolts that had
erupted in Greece and the Balkans following Philip’s death.
Thereafter, Alexander set out to realize his late father’s ambitions,
leading an army of 30,000 soldiers and a 5,000-strong cavalry on a
masterfully drilled military campaign to conquer the Persian Empire.
Alexander swept through the Persian territories of Anatolia, Syria,
and Egypt without losing a single battle. He then marched east to
the Persian homeland, waging a tireless campaign, and by 327BcE

{ "W

THE CONQUESTS OF

ALEXANDER THE GREAT

From 336 to 323 BCE, the young Macedonian king
Alexander Il conquered many foreign lands and
founded a unified empire under the combined rule
of Macedonian and local officials.

Summer 334BcE

: Alexander defeats a
~ Persian force augmented
" by Greek mercenaries

e

KEY Lissus™;

Kingdom of Macedonia === Persian Royal Road

X Major battle

ﬁf Macedonian capital

. Dependent regions

. Alexander’s Empire

TIMELINE /
I | /
P /

3 ]
4 V|
5
| | | |
3368CE 333 330 327

FER
| CONQUEST OF ANATOLIA 334-33BcE ol

Alexander confronted the Persian army for the first time at
the Granicus River (in modern Kocabas, Turkey) in the
early summer of 3348ce. The Persian army’s plan to kill
 Alexander backfired because of its inability to hold its front
. line against the Macedonian cavalry. By spring 333 scE,
30 cities in Anatolia had surrendered to Alexander.

Crefe~..0

Oracle of Ammon
proclaims Alexander

the legitimate
'varaoh of Egypt

=== Alexander’s route through Anatolia

Sarcophagus

Necropolis of
Sidon, Lebanon.

Spring 333 BcE Alexander cuts the
legendary Gordian Knot — a sign that
he/would conquer the rest of Asia

3, Knossos - /

Winter 331 88—+

<] The Alexander

‘Stone sarcophagus
i adorned with bas-relief
© carvings of Alexander
¥ the Great in battle.
Housed in the Royal

72 LIBERATOR OF EGYPT = 332-3lBcE

In 331 BcE, Alexander reached Egypt, where
the Persian satrap surrendered peacefully.
Alexander was seen as a liberator who had
freed the country from Persian rule, and was
_ proclaimed son of the Egyptian god Amun.
He also founded the city of Alexandria, later
the capital of the Greek kingdom of Egypt.
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Alexander’s route through Egypt
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Alexander takes

Halicarnassus after

a siege. He appoints

the Iocafl queen, Ada
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on his behalf Tyre
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Spring 332I‘BCE Siege
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Persian Royal Road during
the conquest of Persia
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ALEXANDER THE GREAT

crushed the Achaemenid Dynasty — rulers of the first Persian Empire.
Alexander forged an empire that stretched from Greece to the River
Indus and introduced Greek culture to the vast realm. In addition,
he was an astute diplomat and encouraged the mixing of cultures,
adopting Persian customs in an attempt to unify his empire and
establish trade routes between Asia and Europe.

Alexander set his sights on invading India next, but his weary
troops refused to fight on, forcing their king to lead them home.
Alexander survived a perilous journey across the Makran desert,
but in 323 BcE — at the age of 32 — he died in Babylon of a fever,
exhaustion, or possibly from being poisoned. A tussle for power Arabian

ensued after his death and led to the break-up of his vast empire. el Pensinsula Suyy

Black Sea (:> .

»

Margiana (M

“... the end and object of conquest is to avoid THE EMPIRE FRAGHENTS &
ollowing Alexander’s death, his generals and B Antigonid [ Graeco-
dOing the Same thing as the Conquered 4 associates, known as the Diadochi, disputed the Kingdom B?Ctrian
’ succession, which led to the division of the empire. B Kingdom of Kingdom
The Seleucids, descendants of Alexander’s general Peéamum " Hellenized
ALEXANDER I1l, FROM LIVES BY PLUTARCH, ¢.100 ce Seleucus | Nicator, ruled the lands from Thrace to  non-Greek
Persia. The Greek Ptolemaic kings claimed Egypt, ] Ptolemaic Kingdom
while the dynasty of General Antigonus | Empire W seleucid
T L - Monophthalmus — the Antigonids — took B Independent E;‘:il:e'
| \ sovereignty over Macedonia and parts of Greece. Greek states
‘; 3 FIGHT AGAINST PERSIA  333-30 BcE
E ## Alexander’s first direct engagement with Persian king \ z = ‘
_‘9,44"’ Darius lll had occurred at the Battle of Issus (333 BCE), \ i |
-‘3f | where he emerged victorious and forced Darius to flee \ [ 4 HELLENISM 330-27sce |
ff\?i“” the battlefield. Alexander went on to capture Persepolis — the \ After the fall of the Persian Empire. Al d \
/ ) it Persian ceremonial capital. A weak Persian Empire was all but L\ _ £ eda ho U EEIE m:}:nre, Ty
| wiped out when King Darius was killed by his satrap, Bessos, = \ : _ CREIEIE) S (e A AN provinces
e .~ who then met his own fate at the hands of Alexander. 3 ! bt il ete) S ek ThroughouF h|s
\ = \ : - conquests Alexander founded many cities. These
/ A i1/ Bt were planned along classical lines and featured the
{ == Alexander’s route through the Persian Empire = Kl works of Greek artists, to ensure that both the
8 Greek language and the Hellenistic culture of his |
\ l“. homeland spread across his empire. \
o \ ‘
\ 9 I‘ — Al g i i
n B exander’s route through Persian provinces
\ -
. 2 ©  Hellenic city founded by
Alexander the Great

i) X oVt
angel 0}51“0"} f
& lTA

Autumn 326 BCE FoIIovs)ing the

Battle of Hydaspes, Alexander’s
~ troops stage a mutiny, refusing
to engage in any more battles

5 THWARTED BY MUTINY  3268ce

In 326 BCE, Alexander turned his attention to India.
He conquered Punjab in one great battle at the
River Hydaspes (326 BcE), but the subsequent
mutiny by his war-weary troops forced Alexander
to head home. While his commander Craterus ‘
guided a section of the army and Nearchus took ‘
charge of the naval fleet, Alexander led his
battalion across the Makran Desert, an error
that resulted in a large number of deaths.

3
1
'R / ", ' ;
% & ¢ 325BcE Under \ o - Alexander of Craterus
9 G \ 325 BCE Many troops in (
i s yhus's command, A “/r \ Alexander’s battalion perish 1
\ ; ils ; o iman Y - Route of Nearchus
JNERL g nders fleet sails 4 ro W ‘ in the heat of the Makran desert

back nytihe Persian Gulf"

|
|
|
|
|
|
\
Route of Return route
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A lconic design

This bronze helmet from the 6th
century BCE was first worn by soldiers
of the city-state Corinth but later
gained popularity throughout Greece.

POWERFUL
CIVILIZATIONS

Various civilizations rose and

fell in the Mediterranean region
during the so-called Classical
period of world history. However,
the Greek and Roman civilizations
emerged as the most dynamic
during this era. The Etruscan
civilization is also included in

this timeline because of its close
links with the early days of Rome.
The city of Rome itself has a long
history but played a relatively
minor part until the Romans
expanded their influence in

the 3rd century BCE.

THE CLASSICAL AGE

Conventionally, the term “classical civilization” has been used to define the two
different but related cultures that developed in the Mediterranean world from about
800BcE to 400 ce. The first of these emerged in and around Greece, and the second
rose in Rome, from where it spread across the entire European world.

The immense contribution of Greece to western
civilization is universally recognized. Although
Athens has traditionally been given the greatest credit
for this advance, modern historians believe that there
is far more to the story.

Alcibiades and Themistocles, the poets Pindar and Sappho,
the sculptor Phidias, and the physician Hippocrates — the
father of modern medicine.

Success in war cemented these achievements. The defeat
of the invading Persians at the town of Marathon in 490 BcE
and at the island of Salamis 10 years later are regarded
as pivotal moments in world history. Had the Persians
emerged victorious, it is likely that the Greek achievements,
which form the building blocks on which modern Western
civilization is founded, would have been stifled at birth.

Rise of the city-states
It was during the Archaic Period (800-4795cE) of Greek
history that the seeds of Greek civilization were sown. It was
an age of experimentation and intellectual ferment. City-
states such as Athens, Sparta, Corinth, Argos, Eleusis,
Thebes, Miletus, and Syracuse emerged. The
population expanded, and by classical times, it
is estimated that there were more than 1,000
communities scattered across the Greek world.
Art and architecture flourished, and cities
along the coast of Anatolia (modern-day
Turkey) became important centres of early
philosophical and other intellectual
developments. The great plays of Sophocles,
Euripides, Aeschylus, and Aristophanes were
first staged at the Theatre of Dionysus Eleutherus
on the southern slopes of Athens” Acropolis.
Herodotus and Thucydides were the first great
historians. Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle
revolutionized philosophy; all three founding
their own philosophical schools. Other
notable figures of the time included the
statesmen Solon and Pericles, the generals

Spread of Greek influence
Greek city-states lost most of their power
following the conquest of Greece by Philip II
of Macedon in 338 BcE; however, Greek culture
did not come to an end. Rather, it was spread
across the eastern Mediterranean and far into
Asia by the Macedonians. While the vast empire
created by Alexander the Great (the son of
Philip II) did not survive his death in 323 BcE —
his generals divided it among themselves —
what survived was the notion of “Greekness”,
which permeated every aspect of daily life. Almost
everyone in the former empire spoke a form of
colloquial Greek. The rulers encouraged the
growth of learning in the empire. In Egypt,
under the Macedonian general Ptolemy I,
the university at Alexandria became home
to the mathematicians Euclid, Eratosthenes,

A Greek art

The Greeks used vases for storage
and at occasions such as weddings. The
painting on this vase, which dates from
5308cE, depicts the hero Hercules.

800BcE The 594 BcE Athenian statesman 497-4798CE The  430BCE The 3958cCE 312BcE The
Etruscan civilization Solon lays the foundations of Persian War is fought ~ Plague spreads Socrates is AquaAppia,
begins in Italy democracy in Athens between the Greek in Athens; tried and Rome’s first
city-states and Persia Pericles falls executed aqueduct, is
victim to it for impiety constructed
ETRUSCANS
GREECE
ROME
8008CE 600BCE 4008cE
509 BCE 437BcE
776 BCE The first The Roman Romans defeat 323 BCE
pan-Hellenic games are 753 BcE Rome republic is the Etruscans Alexander the
held at Olympia in Greece is founded founded at Veii Great dies
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< Public works
The Aqua Appia was the first aqueduct
built to supply Rome with drinking water. It
dropped only 10m (33ft) in height along its
length of 16km (10 miles). Commissioned in
312BcE, it was an early sign of the skill and

ambition of Roman infrastructure projects.

and Archimedes, along with the inventors Heron and great-nephew, who, after a bitter
Ktesibios. The great library there came to be a wonder of civil war, became Rome’s first )
the ancient Mediterranean world. emperor in 31BCE, taking the .
title Imperator Caesar Augustus. R

Rise and fall of Rome In the 3rd century c, the 7/
Rome arose from a small trading settlement on the banks of | empire went through a period
the River Tiber. Initially, it came under the influence of the of crisis due to pressure on
powerful Etruscan civilization to its north. The last Etruscan | its frontiers and as a result i |
king, Lucius Tarquinius Superbus, was driven out by the of political instability, and it |
Romans in 509BcE, after which Rome became a republic, was divided into a western |
ruled by a senate and two consuls, elected annually. and an eastern half. Emperor

It was war that made the republic great. Its increasing Diocletian restored stability,
dominance in Italy brought it into conflict with its partly by appointing colleagues
Mediterranean rival city Carthage. The defeat of the to share his authority. Some later
Carthaginians ensured Roman dominance of the western emperors, notably Constantine,
Mediterranean. The successful wars that the Romans fought | ruled alone. It was he who
against the Macedonians and others in the east gave Rome legalized Christianity and founded
control over the entire Mediterranean region. Constantinople to rival Rome as the

In the 1st century Bce, Rome was still a republic with imperial capital. Following him,
powerful senators such as Julius Caesar. Whether he would the eastern and western halves
have made himself emperor had he not been assassinated of the empire increasingly went
must remain a speculation. It was Octavian, his adopted their separate ways. < Romanized Greek art

Roman artists were influenced

by their Greek counterparts. This

marble statue of a discus-thrower is

' a Roman version of a Greek original
N that was lost. The Greek statue

3 \ was cast in bronze in the

5th century Bce

“Freedom is the sure possession of those alone who
have the courage to defend it.”

PERICLES, ATHENIAN STATESMAN, 495-429 sce by the sculptor
Myron.
146 BcE 146 BcE 31 BcE Octavian 79 ce MountVesuvius 285 ce Emperor 410ce Rome is 476 ce The
Carthage is Greece becomes Emperor erupts, causing the Diocletian splits the attacked and sacked Western Roman

destroyed comes under Augustus of Rome Roman city Pompeii to Roman Empire in two by Visigoths Empire falls

by Rome Roman rule become entombed

I BCE 200ce 400cE 600ce

155 BCcE Athens
sends delegates
of its three 313 ce Emperor
great schools of 44 BcE Julius Caesar 80 ce The Colosseum Constantine | legalizes

philosophy to Rome is assassinated is built in Rome Christianity
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THE PEOPLES #F ITALY IN 500BCE
Before Rome’s expansion, Italy’s most
influential people were the Etruscans.

A number of independent Italic-speaking
peoples, such as the Aequi, occupied
compact territories in central Italy.

| THEETRUSCANS ¢.700-2708cE

. From around 700BcE, the Etruscan civilization
developed in three centres: the heartland of

8th entury;amﬁ

o A 3 MAGNA GRAECIA ¢.700-2508cE

: Much of southern Italy was occupied by Italic-speaking
peoples, such as the Sabini and the Samnites, but there
were also Greek colonies in the south and in Sicily.
The Greek presence was so strong that the Romans
called the area Magna Graecia (“greater Greece”).
Greek cities such as Naples and Syracuse were very
powerful and brought Greek culture — including the
Greek alphabet — to Italy. The Romans took over the
area in the 3rd century BCE.

Greeks

—T . =7
~ Etruria (modern Tuscany, Lazio, and Umbria), “3':: S— \
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