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About this eBook

Due to the complex integration of images
and text, this DK eBook has been formatted
to retain the design of the print edition.
As a result, all elements are fixed in place,
but can easily be enlarged by using
the pinch-to-zoom function.

For previewing rotated pages or spreads, please
lock screen rotation in your device first.

If you are previewing this eBook on a mobile
phone, portrait mode is recommended.
If previewing on a tablet or larger display,
landscape mode will allow you to see
facing pages at the same time (two page view).
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By around 13,000 BcE, early humans
had spread throughout the globe.
While in some parts of the world
humankind continued to live as
nomads, in others people began to
farm the land, settling down in
villages, towns, and eventually cities.
Great civilizations arose as warfare
and trade created ancient empires.
Some of these civilizations, such as
those of ancient Egypt and China,
lasted for thousands of years.



Human ancestors

Modern humans (Homo sapiens) are a type of ape that evolved from

a common ape ancestor in Africa, and our closest living relatives today
are chimpanzees. Chimp and human ancestors separated more than
six million years ago, when one group of apes, called hominins, began
to walk upright. Hominins then went on to evolve bigger brains and
develop humanlike behavior.

Some four million years ago, several move into Asia. Evolution continued
species of upright walking apes, called  until around 300,000 years ago when
Australopithecines, spread across the our own species, Homo sapiens,
grasslands of East Africa. By 2.4 million — appeared in Africa. We later spread
years ago, Homo habilis (‘handy man”)  to every part of the world,

were making stone tools, marking replacing all of the

the beginning of the Paleolithic Age other surviving
(Early Stone Age). Homo habilis were human species.
40-50 in (1-1.3 m) tall on average and

hominins continued to grow taller until
the appearance 1.9 million years ago
of Homo erectus (“upright man”), who
were about as tall as modern humans.
Homo erectus developed leaf-shaped
hand axes, the first tools made to a
design, and learned how to control

tire. Homo erectus are thought to be
A AUSTRALOPITHECUS

Walking upright helped
Australopithecus stay cool

and see further, and freed

up their hands to carry and
throw. Their short legs suggest
they would not have been fast
runners. This skeleton of a female,
nicknamed Lucy, was discovered
in Ethiopia in 1974.

the first hominins to leave Africa and

Homo erectus
may have been
hairier than
humans today.

A EARLY TOOLS

Homo habilis used broken river pebbles as tools.
These stones could crack nuts and smash open
animal bones to reach the healthy marrow inside.
It is likely that Homo habilis were scavengers,
Jeeding on animals killed by other predators,
rather than hunting regularly themselves.

8



< HOMO
HEIDELBERGENSIS
Named after Heidelberg

in Germany, where their
remains were first found,
Homo heidelbergensis
emerged around 700,000
years ago. They were the

[irst species to build shelters
and regularly hunt large
animals, using wooden spears.
They moved from Africa into
Europe, which then bad a
warm climate, and continued
to evolve—becoming Homo
neanderthalensis in Europe
and Asia and Homo sapiens
in Africa.

el <4 NEANDERTHALS

i N Our closest relatives, Homo
neanderthalensis, lived in western Asia
and Europe from 400,000 years ago.
They bad brains as big as a modern
bhuman’s and wore animal-skin clothing.
There is evidence that they buried their
dead with offerings of flowers.

Vv MAKING FIRE

Homo erectus are thought to have
been the first species to bave used fire
Jfor cooking. This made it easier to
digest meat, which may have led to the
growth of bigger brains and smaller
teeth. Fire also offered protection from
predators, and allowed groups to stay
active in the dark. Sitting around

a fire may have encouraged the The Homo

development of language. neanderthalensis
skull is longer CHILD IN TIME
and flatter than a

modern human’s.
Turkana Boy is the nickname of this
young Homo ergaster—a variety of
Homo erectus—whose almost
complete skeleton was found in Kenya
Burning wood in 1984. He lived 1.6 million years ago.
Jrom lightning Although he was only between 7 and
strikes was used to
build the first fires. 11 years old, he was
almost fully ‘
grown, at
5ft3in
(1.6m) tall.




Out of Africa

The journey out of Africa was

made possible due to changes in

the climate. Around 194,000 years
ago (ya), a warm, wet period turned
the previously impassable Sinai
Desert (the region linking Africa and
Asia) into a green and fertile strip of
land, allowing people to move there
from Egypt. The descendants of those
who took this route gradually died

out as the climate became dry again.
Much later, during the Ice Age
about 80,000 years ago, low sea
levels enabled people to wade across
the shallow Red Sea and reach the

<« SETTLING AUSTRALIA

Low sea levels allowed modern humans

Arabian Peninsula in western Asia.

At first, they spread east, keeping
only to the warmer regions. Around
50,000 years ago, people began to
settle, and make the earliest forms

of art and music. They also invented
new technologies, such as needles
and the harpoon (a hunting weapon),
and tamed the first dogs.

The ability to survive and adapt to
colder climates allowed Homo sapiens
to move further north, and later reach
Europe and the Americas. By around
13,000 Bce, humans had spread into
every continent except Antarctica.

to move down through Southeast Asia into
Australia around 65,000 years ago. These first
settlers came across many unfamiliar plants and
animals, such as kangaroos and giant flightless
birds. They bunted them using wooden spears and
curved throwing sticks known as boomerangs (left).

MAMMOTH HUT »

Wherever modern humans went,

they were able to build shelters, even
where there was no wood. During the Ice
Age, people hunted mammotbs on the
treeless plains of Europe and Asia, and
built shelters using their bones covered
with bides (skins).

MODERN HUMANS

People make the first
known sea voyage—a
56-mile (90-km) journey
to Australia—perhaps
using bamboo rafts.

Modern humans leave Africa and
move into Asia. The first wave
follows a northern route via
modern-day Israel and the next
one a southern route via Arabia.

Our species—modern humans, or Homo sapiens—evolved in Africa around
300,000 years ago. Yet it took more than 100,000 years before we began to leave
the continent and spread across other parts of the world. Traveling mostly on foot,
and later by boat, modern humans eventually settled almost every part of the planet.

TAILORED CLOTHING »
Modern humans as well as
Neanderthals, an earlier buman
species, used animal skin_for
clothing. While Neanderthals
wore skins loosely tied around
them, modern bumans invented
bone needles (right), with which
they could sew tailored clothes,
and even decorate them with
objects such as beads.

|

Modern humans begin making
the first art. The oldest known
animal cave painting so far is
that of a pig in Indonesia.

PREHISTORIC CAVE
PAINTING

10
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Inventions that made modern humans successful
hunters included bows and arrows and spear-like
barbed harpoons for fishing. Spear throwers, which
allowed hunters to hurl spears across longer distances,
were often decorated with carvings of the animals,
such as mammoths.

SPEAR POINT

BONE HARPOON

The climate enters a phase
of severe cold. Many large
animals, such as mammoths,
become extinct, partly due
to hunting by humans.

Peaple move from East
Asia into North America,
crossing a land bridge
created by low sea levels.

Global warming causes

ice sheets to melt, creating
a warmer climate. People
begin to settle down, taking
the first steps to farming.

<
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PACIFIC OCEAN
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194,000-88,000 YEARS AGO
80,000-45,000 YEARS AGO
65,000 YEARS AGO

50,000 YEARS AGO

23,000-13,000 YEARS AGO

YYV VY

14,000-10,000 YEARS AGO

~ Land during low sea levels

HUMAN JOURNEYS A

The people who settled the world were hunter-gatherers. They bad to
keep moving to find fresh sources of food. After leaving Africa, they
kept first to the warm south, and then continued eastward, following
the coasts, which were rich in resources. They later ventured into the
colder climates of northern Asia and the Americas.

A END OF THE ICE AGE

The end of the Ice Age, around 12,000
years ago, created a warmer, wetter
climate. Cave paintings from the Sabara
Desert show people hunting cattle with
bows and arrows. The region, which
was previously dry and arid (as it is
now), had become green and fertile.
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Wild

einkorn was
domesticated
to produce
bigger grains.

.~ First farmers

AN
‘I

" Farming changed everything about
human life. It was much harder work
than gathering food, and it led to a
more limited diet. Yet it produced
much more food, which could be
stored for future use, resulting in
population growth. To be near their
crops, people settled in villages,
which in time grew into towns.
Farming required advanced tools
to be made—this was the
beginning of the Neolithic
Age (New Stone Age).

WILD
EINKORN

TEOSINTE

An ear of
teosinte has
Jar fewer
kernels than
modern
maize.

For almost all of human prehistory (the time before written
records), humans lived as hunter-gatherers, depending on
wild foods for survival. But a new way of life began around
10,000 BcE, when people in western Asia started to grow
crops—and later, tame wild animals—in a process known
| as domestication. Humans had become farmers.

Rather than everyone working in
the fields, some people could now
specialize in craftwork, such as
weaving and pottery.

Farmers needed to know when to
plant their crops, so they kept a close
track of the seasons using the sun
and the stars. This led to new
religious beliefs, in which people
honored the sun, Earth, and human
ancestors, who were thought to
watch over the living.

Farming began separately in
different parts of the world, each of
which developed different crops.
While farmers in East Asia grew rice
and millet, people in Central America
grew maize and beans.

<4 DOMESTICATING PLANTS

The most important plants domesticated by
early farmers were grasslike grain crops,
which could be adapted to produce more
Jfood and harvested in bulk. Wild einkorn
and emmer; two types of wheat, were

the first to be domesticated in a region

of the Middle East known as the Fertile
Crescent. Around 7000 B¢k, farmers in
modern-day Mexico transformed another
grain, the wild teosinte plant, into maize.

Figs were some of
the first fruits to
be domesticated.



FACT
The wild
ancestors of the main
domesticated animals are
the mouflon (sheep), bezoar
ibex (goat), wild boar (pig),
aurochs (cattle), and the
South Asian jungle fowl
(chicken). curved

DOMESTICATING ANIMALS »

Early farmers bred animals that were easiest to
control. As a result, domesticated animals
grew smaller and less aggressive than their
wild ancestors. For example, sheep, which
were domesticated from the mouflon, lost their
long horns and developed woolly coats.

<4 POTTERY

Woolly coat

DOMESTICATED
SHEEP

WILD MOUFLON

Houses were entered
through the roof.

Pots found

at Catalboytik

in modern-day
Turkey were used
to hold grains and
dairy products.

 EVERYDAYLIFE

As bumans settled in one place, e
they began to make pottery, which

would have been fragile and

beavy for bunter-gatherers

on the move. Pottery led

to changes in the human

diet, allowing people

\ 10 bake bread, make
cheese, and boil meat
Jfor stews. It was both

decorative and useful.

FIRST TOWN »
As populations grew, people began to
live in dense settlements. Catalbéyiik, dating
Jfrom 7400-6200 sct, is one of the world’s oldest
known towns. It was home to several thousand
people who lived in rectangular houses packed
logetber to save space.

h

]

When people began to farm, it led to
a gradual division between work in
the fields and domestic work at
home. Women usually took up
the responsibilities at home,
spending long hours making
clothes or grinding grain on
a quern (right) to make bread.

ANCESTOR WORSHIP »
In the early towns, such as
Catalboyiik and Jericho (in
modern-day Palestine), the
dead were buried beneath
the floors of the houses as a
way to remember them. In
Jericho, the skulls of ancestors
were preserved and given
new features, modeled in clay
with eyes made of shells.

13



Working
with metals

Early humans made use of stone tools, but somewhere

between 6000 and 2000 Bce, depending on where they

chisels, which were used to build the
Egyptian pyramids. Copper is a soft
metal, so these tools needed constant

resharpening. This well-preserved

were in the world, people began to use metals widely,

bringing an end to the Stone Age. Unlike stone, metals

could be shaped into any form by molding, beating,

and sharpening. Some metals, such as gold and silver,

were also prized for their beauty.

Metalworking developed in stages,
as people gradually learned how
to work harder metals that proved to
be more useful. Early people used
naturally occurring nuggets of soft
metals, such as lead and copper, to
make jewelery. Later, they learned
to extract these metals from their ores
(metal-bearing rocks) by heating
them in a process called smelting.
The earliest metal tools were
made from copper. In the late
4th millennium Bce, people in western
Asia discovered that adding a small
amount of tin to copper created a

14

harder material called bronze. As

tin is rare, demand for it gave rise
to long-distance trade, creating great
wealth for the societies that mined
and worked it.

Iron, the most common metal, was
the last to be worked. It is even harder
than bronze and extracting it required
new techniques that were invented
in western Asia around 1500 BCE.

Iron changed everyday life, and

was soon used to make sturdy tools,
weapons, pots, and nails, among
many other useful items.

Copper ax
blade tied to a
wooden handle

<« PRECIOUS METALS
Gold and silver are shiny, rare metals that have
been used to make jewelery since ancient times.
These metals offered people a way to display wealth
and bigh status. Around 4000 sc, high-ranking
people at Varna in modern-day Bulgaria were
buried in graves filled with gold ornaments.

Ancient Egyptians
found small amounts of
pure iron in meteorites—
.\ rocks from space that hit |
Earth. They called this
“metal of heaven.”

FACT

COPPER TOOLS »

The first metal tools were copper

ax belonged to Oizi the Iceman,
whose frozen, 5,300-year-old
body was found in the Alps.

Bronze ax-head

A BRONZE

Bronze was used to make axes by melting
copper and tin together and pouring the
molten mix into molds. It was bard and
long-lasting, which led to the invention
of new weapons, such as the sword.
Bronze could also be hammered into
sheets to make armor.



<4 IRON WORKING

To extract iron, its ore had to
be heated to a bigh temperature
in a charcoal furnace known
as a forge. The impurities
were beaten oul, then
the iron was heated
to make it malleable
(easy to bend),
and hammered
into shape.

Turquoise inlay

Iron being
heated in

a_furnace,

shown in a
detail from
an ancient
Greek vase

BRONZE
SCULPTURES

As skills improved, metalworkers made increasingly
elaborate artifacts. Bronze, cast in molds, became the
most popular metal for sculptures and figurines, which
often depicted people, gods, or animals. The Mesopotamian
roller below would have been used to make textiles.

The hands of this
8Vo-ft- (2.6-m-) tall
statue once held )
a curved object.

<4 AMERICAN
METALLURGY
In the Americas, before
the arrival of Italian
explorer Christopher
Columbus, people never
learned to use the harder
metals. They were, howeuver,
skilled at working with gold,
silver, and copper, which
they used to make religious
objects and royal jewelery.
In Peru, gold was sacred
and known as the “sweat
of the sun.”

GREEK LYRE

PLAYER SANXINGDUI

STATUE, CHINA

Ceremonial knife
Sfrom the Sican
culture from
modern-day Peru

MESOPOTAMIAN
ROLLER

15



BEFORE 500 ce

EGYPT

Mesopotamian
civilizations

More than 5,000 years ago, the world’s first known

cities appeared in Mesopotamia, a historical region now

found largely within the borders of modern-day Iraq.

Mesopotamia was also the birthplace of many features

of civilization, including rulership by a king or queen,

armies, organized religion, and legal systems.

Mesopotamia, which means “the land
between the rivers,” lay between the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers. These
waterways flooded every year, which
could ruin farmers’ crops. The
Mesopotamians worked together

to control the flood water, building
dykes to protect their fields, and
canals and reservoirs to store the
water for later use. These activities
gave rise to a high level of social

Babylon @

Arabian Uruk

Peninsula . ®
Eridu

RISE OF CIVILIZATIONS
¢.4000BcE

The villages in Uruk come together to
form the world's first known city. It has
walls around its boundaries and contains
great monuments. People are divided into
classes based on what they do. There
were classes for priests, merchants,

and craftworkers, among others.
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organization and cooperation. It also
created huge harvests, and enough
food for growing populations.

It was in southern Mesopotamia,
in a land originally called Sumer,
that villages grew into the world’s
first cities. Uruk and Ur had
populations of tens of thousands
of people. They were ruled over
by monarchs who claimed to
reign on behalf of the local god.

KEY

Mesopotamia

Sumer

<« THE TWO RIVERS

The Tigris and Euphrates flow
Sfrom the mountains of what is
now Turkey, through present-day
Iraq, and into the Persian Gulf. The

Mesopotamian civilization began in

Sumer in the southeast and later
spread across the whole region.

¢.3300-3100BcE

Around a dozen city-states
emerge in Sumer, each ruled &5
by a monarch. The Sumerians  Chfaidae
develop cuneiform, a writing
system consisting of marks
pressed onto clay tablets.

CUNEIFORM TABLET

V WARFARE

The world’s earliest recorded wars took
place in Mesopotamia. Cities fought each
other over land, and foreign invaders
attacked the region for its great wealth.
This mosaic on a box from Ur shows

a king and his army celebrating a
victory over their enemies.

¢.30008cE

The Sumerians learn to make bronze,
by mixing tin and copper imported
from neighboring lands. The bronze
is used to make tools, weapons, and
sculptures. The people of Sumer also
make four-wheeled chariots for use
in warfare.



A RELIGION

Each city had a chief god, who was worshipped at a stepped mudbrick
temple, called a ziggurat. The god’s statue was kept in a shrine at the top.
This is the ziggurat of Ur, dedicated to Nanna, the moon god, later renamed
Sin. The sides of the structure have been restored with modern-day bricks.

The king is depicted larger than the
other figures, which shows bis status.
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Painted shells make

Horns of semiprecious
lapis lazuli

up the goat’s fleece.

Gold-plated
tree

005 90494

TRADE A
Mesopotamia was rich in
agricultural products, and
exported grain, pottery,

and textiles. Raw materials,
such as metals, timber,

and precious stones were
imported from neighboring
lands. This statuette of a
goat, found in a royal tomb
in Ur, is made entirely from
materials from distant lands.

Shamash, the god
of justice

The chariots are pulled
by onagers—a type of
large, horselike donkey.

Enemy soldiers are
trampled under
the chariolts.

c.23508cE

King Sargon of Akkad, which is a
region in the north, conquers Sumer
and creates the world’s first empire.
The Akkadian language later
replaces Sumerian in Mesopotamia.

SARGON OF AKKAD

THE CODE OF HAMMURABI »
Mesopotamian kings were the first known creators
of a system of laws. The most famous of these is the

law code of King Hammurabi of Babylon, which was

carved on a stele (an upright stone slab) in 1754 ct.
The top of the stele shows the king receiving the laws
Sfrom Shamash, the Mesopotamian god of justice.

Y

¢.21008cE ¢.19008cE

The first ziggurat temples are
built in Ur, Eridu, Nippur, and
Uruk. They tower over the flat
landscape of Mesopotamia,
displaying the power of the
city and its god.

The Amorites, a people from the
western deserts, conquer most of
Mesopotamia, which they rule from
Babylon. They are now known as
the Babylonians, and their empire
is called Babylonia.




Early Japan

Over a period of about 15,000 years, the people who lived on

the Japanese islands in ancient times slowly developed from

small and isolated communities of simple hunter-gatherers

into complex farming societies with a distinct culture.

Historians and archaeologists aren’t
sure when humans first reached
Japan, although it might have been
as early as 35,0008ce. The age we
now call “early Japan” began around
14,000 Bce with the Jomon period. The
Jomon people made pottery with a
distinctive rope or cord pattern,

and formed the earliest communities
in Japan. They lived near rivers or
the sea, and survived by hunting,
fishing, and gathering.

Jomon communities declined
around 300Bce. They were replaced
by the Yayoi people, who may have
traveled to the Japanese islands from
the Korean Peninsula or mainland

PIT-HOUSES »
Mamny people in early
Japan lived in “pit
houses " —dwellings that
consisted of a sloping roof
built over a large hole in
the ground, so part of the
bouse was underground.
The roofs were covered
with grass that helped
make them rainproof.

Jade beads

were used for
the necklace.

China. The Yayoi people formed
clans, each with a male leader,
although women may have also
served in this role. Clan heads were
also the religious and military leaders
of their communities. The various
clans often fought each other, and
the victors absorbed the defeated
clan and its lands into their own.

As some clans began to become
larger and more powerful, their
culture evolved. The most powerful
clan was the Yamato, who conquered
all of Japan by the 3rd century ct.
This began an era known as the
Kofun period, which lasted until

the 6th century ck.

Pitched, thatched roof

<4 MAGATAMA JEWELERY

By around 1000sck, the people of Japan began
making jewelery with curved, comma-shaped beads
called magatama. The beads were made from natural
materials such as stone, clay, quartz, or jade. It is
thought that the beads were carved to resemble the
animal teeth seen on prebistoric jewelery.

FACT
The method of
growing rice in flooded
fields was introduced

to Japan by people
who migrated from

eastern parts of

mainland China.

Reconstructed longhouse




V¥ SANNAI-MARUYAMA

Jomon people were living in permanent
settlements by around 35005ck. The largest
of these was the Sannai-Maruyama
settlement in northern jJapan.
Clay figures, tools,
and the remains
of longhouses,
have been
found bere.

A RITUAL BELLS
Metalworking was
introduced to Japan during
the Yayoi period. Archaeologists
have found decorated bronze
bells, called dotaku, at Yayoi
sites. Often decorated with
images of animals, water, or
agricultural objects, the bells
may bave been used in rituals
Jfor good haruvests.

" DOGUFIGURINES

Small human- and animal-like figurines, called dogu,
were made during the Jomon period. Although historians
are not exactly sure what their purpose was, they think
they might have been used as part of religious rituals,
such as to heal the sick or to promote fertility.

&

DOGU HEAD
FROM LATE
JOMON PERIOD

DOGU HEAD FROM
MIDDLE JOMON PERIOD

DOGU
FIGURE Wide hips
FROI\}IOF;/II\IOAIfI were typical of
dogu figurines.
PERIOD gufig

<« BURIAL SITES

The Kofun period gets its name from large
burial mounds known as kofun built for
important people such as emperors. Kofun
burial mounds came in various shapes but
most commonly had an unusual keybole-
shaped design, as seen in the Daisen Kofun
(left) located near the city of Osaka—the
largest kofun ever found.

A HANIWA FIGURES

People from the Kofun period built
terra-cotta clay figures called haniwa.
Molded into depictions of warriors, birds,
boats, weaponry, and the like—haniwa were
placed around Kofun tombs, possibly to serve
and protect the dead in the afterlife, but also
to mark where the burial sites were located.
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Ancient
Egypt

One of the longest-lasting civilizations in history,
ancient Egypt was also one of the most stable. It lasted

for more than 3,000 years after its foundation in around
3100BcE, while empires rose and fell in the Middle East. A GIFT OF THE NILE

The Nile River flowed north through the desert,

ThYOUghOUt this peind, EgYPtiaﬂS SP0ke the same creating a green, fertile strip where Egyptians built

language, and followed the same seasonal routine

their cities and farmed the land. The deserts that
extended on either side protected Egypt from most

based on the annual flooding of the Nile River. Jforeign invaders.

The Egyptians called their country
Kemet, meaning “black land.” The
name came from the fertile black silt
left behind every year when the Nile
River flooded. The flood water went
down at exactly the right time of
year to plant crops, making the land
perfect for farming.

After 36008cE, societies in the region
developed into two kingdoms—Upper
Egypt in the south and Lower Egypt in
the north. The two were united around
31008cE by a pharaoh (ruler) called
Narmer. This unified civilization was
at its height during three periods: the

A KEEPING RECORDS
The Egyptians invented one of the first writing systems,
known as hieroglyphics, around 3300 sce. It used

bhundreds of picture signs representing words, sounds,
and ideas. Above, scribes are shown taking records of
the size of the harvest.
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Old Kingdom (c.2682—c.21828cE), the
Middle Kingdom (c.2055-c. 1650 BcE),
and the New Kingdom (c.1550-
¢.10698cE). While pharaohs
of the first two periods built
pyramid tombs, later pharaohs

Kbepresh (blue
war crown)

were buried in secret
tombs in the
desert. New
Kingdom
pharaohs were
also warriors and created an
empire stretching from the
Euphrates River in Asia in the
north to Nubia in the south.
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v THE FIRST PHARAOH

Before 3100 5ck, the two kings who ruled Upper and Lower
Egypt wore different crowns. Narmer is believed to have
united the two kingdoms. The two sides of the Narmer stone
palette (below), found in Egypt in the 19th century, show
bim wearing the crowns of each kingdom.

Narmer wears Narmer wears the
the red croun white crown of the
of Lower Egypt. Upper kingdom.

A PYRAMIDS

Between ¢.26505ct and c. 17508ck, pharaobs were
buried in massive stone tombs called pyramids. The
biggest were constructed at Giza in Egypt, shown
above. They belong to Khufu (right), his son Kbafra
(center), and grandson Menkaura (left). The smaller
pyramids in front are the tombs of queens.

Serpopards
(part lecpard, CHILD IN TIME :
_ part serpent)
Plumed Tutankhamen was only eight or
beaddress

nine when he became pharaoh

c. 1333 scE. After his death c. 1323 BcE,
he was buried in a secret tomb,
which was discovered in 1922. Filled
with treasures, the tomb made the
boy pharaoh world famous.

FACT
& The Great Pyramid
d at Giza, Egypt, is the
g CHA;:IIO? VJVVAREARS o E ‘: oldest of the Seven Wonders
uring the later New Kingdom, pharaohs ‘ .
used ff;st horse-drawn cbim’ots’ift times of | of the Ancient World,
war. The lightweight chariots allowed the and the only one that
pharaobs, who were armed with bows and still stands today.
arrows, to move swiftly over the battlefield.
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CUSTOMS AND BELIEFS

The ancient Egyptians believed that
they lived in a well-ordered world,
overseen by gods. There were many
different gods, who were represented
in both human and animal form.

For example, the mother goddess
Hathor was represented either as

a cOw or as a woman wearing a
horned headdress.

Egyptian temples were believed to
be the homes of the gods, who were
represented by statues. Here, the
gods were treated like living beings
and given daily meals and clean
clothes. During religious festivals,
priests took the gods’ statues out of
their temples on parades featuring
musicians and dancers.

The people of Egypt considered
their pharaoh to be a link between
humans and the gods. In the Old

Striped wig
worn by gods
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Kingdom, a pharaoh was seen as a
living god. From the Middle Kingdom,
they were considered to be the
representatives of the gods on Earth.
As pharaohs took the throne, they
were transformed into the earthly
form of Horus, the hawk-headed sky
god. Tt was believed that after death,
they would be united with Horus’s
father Osiris, the king of the
underworld. Egyptians believed that,
after death, they could also live again
in the kingdom of Osiris, which was
a land just like ancient Egypt.

FACT
When making a
mummy, the Egyptians
carefully preserved every
organ except the brain, which
they threw away. They
thought brains served
no purpose!

Stylized painting

~ PROTECTOR GODS

) 4

Every part of ancient Egyptian life

was protected by a god. While Horus
watched over the pharaoh, Hathor cared
for mothers. Bes guarded the home
against snakes and scorpions, and Anubis
looked after the mummification process.




Obelisk made
of pink granite

A MAGIC SPELLS A LUXOR TEMPLE

The ancient Egyptians were often buried with a collection of Unlike most temples, which were dedicated to particular gods, the
spells to belp them travel through the underworld. The spells great temple of Luxor was dedicated to the Royal Ka, the divine
acted as a passport to the kingdom of Osiris. Here, a person is soul of the pharaob. Every year a great festival called Opet was
tested by having their beart weighed against the Featber of Truth. beld bere, during which the living pharaob was reborn as a god.

<4 MUMMIFICATION
Egyptians believed that though they could live again
after death, their soul would still need a physical body
and so they developed a ritual to preserve the dead,
known as mummification. Priests wearing the
mask of the god Anubis, who oversaw the process,
removed the inner organs, dried the flesh, stuffed i
the body, and wrapped it in linen bandages.

MUMMY CASE v

For added protection, a mummy

was placed in a case, which was
shaped like a body and covered in
magic spells. The case was another
substitute body for the dead person.
The mummy case below belonged to
a man called Pensenbor, and was
made around the 8th century Bct.

N e R e e
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Early African
civilizations

Africa was home to some of the wealthiest civilizations

of the ancient world. The earliest rose around 5,000 years
ago in northeast Africa where the people of ancient Egypt
(see pp.20-23) and the Nubia region established civilizations
that thrived for several thousand years. Later, advanced
cultures emerged in West Africa and in the east, where the
Kingdom of Aksum developed into a major world power.

ANCIENT KINGDOMS OF AFRICA

The Kingdom of Kush, in modern-day Sudan, is the most
powerful of a series of civilizations that rules in ancient
Nubia, south of Egypt along the Nile valley. It is known as the
“Land of the Bow,” owing to its skilled archers, and grows
rich on trading resources and goods such as gold,
ivory, and animal pelts.
The Nok culture flourishes in modern-day
Nigeria. Nok people create impressive
terra-cotta artifacts and are also skilled
_metalworkers, using sophisticated
technology to make iron tools and weapons.

NOK TERRA-COTTA FIGURE

The Kingdom of Numidia rules a large part of northwest
Africa. The Numidian cavalry is famous for its military
tactics, which it uses to fight against the Carthaginians
in 151-150 Bce.

In eastern Africa, the Kingdom of Aksum rises to become a
powerful trading empire. It develops a writing system that is
still used by modern-day Ethiopian and Eritrean languages.
Around 328 ck, the kingdom converts to Christianity.

S

KUSHITE ART »

Like the ancient Egyptians, the people of Kush built many large
pyramids over the burial chambers of their kings and queens.
These were decorated with detailed paintings and carvings. This
carving, on a stone slab found in the royal capital of Meroé, shows
a Kushite prince slaying his enemy.
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Ancient Greece

Often called the “cradle of Western civilization,” ancient

Greece was one of the first well-developed civilizations

in Europe. At its peak, around 2,500 years ago, it stretched

across vast areas of the ancient world. The ancient Greeks

made important contributions to philosophy, politics,

mathematics, science, and the arts. Their influence

shaped the Western world.

In ancient times, Greece was not a
single unified country, but a collection
of more than 1,000 city-states, such as
Athens, Sparta, Thebes, and Syracuse.
Each city-state was known as a polis,
and governed itself independently.

These city-states were often at war
with each other, with each struggling
to be the strongest power in the
region. But in the 4th century sce they
were all conquered and brought under
the rule of Philip IT of Macedonia.
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After Philip’s death, his son Alexander
set about extending Greek territory
and influence, building an empire
that stretched into North Africa

and Central Asia.

Greek power over the ancient
world continued until the mighty
Roman Empire (see pp.46-47) came
to dominance in 146Bck, although that
did not end the influence of Greek
culture around the Mediterranean
and the Western world.

A CITY-STATES

Each Greek city-state had its own
laws, customs, and currency. Up
to the 5th century, Athens was the
most powerful city-state. Its most
powerful fortress was the Acropolis,
built on a hill above the city. At its
center was the Parthenon temple,
which still stands today.

A ATHENIAN DEMOCRACY
Athens developed one of the earliest
democracies, giving citizens the right to
vote, though women and enslaved people
were excluded. A device called a kleroterion
(above) was used to choose citizens at
random to fill government roles.



Persian archer
wearing clothes with
decorated sleeves

MAJOR PERIODS

The Minoan civilization develops
on the island of Crete in the
Mediterranean Sea. The Minoans
build complex cities and large
palaces. Their culture spreads to
the Greek mainland.

c.3500-1100 sce

..............................................................

§ Influenced by the Minoans, the

2 Mycenaean civilization establishes
S itself in mainland Greece. The

é Mycenaeans develop a flourishing
& culture and are the first people to
©  speak a form of Ancient Greek.

A GREEK-PERSIAN WARS

From 492 to 449 sck, various Greek city-
states were at war with the Persian Empire
(see pp.40—41). To fight this common enemy, w .
many of them joined forces to form the 2 The _er_]oan and Mycenaean
Delian League. The League was founded S civilizations collapse. In the 8th
afier the Persians sacked Athens in 47S5cr, g century Bk, the first city-states
—
-
(1)

..............................................................

and prevented them from permanently emerge and the Greeks start
taking over parts of Greece. to set up colonies around the

Mediterranean and Black seas.

..............................................................

ALEXANDER THE GREAT

& The two most powerful city-states,
m
g Athens and Sparta, battle for
Alexander the Great (356—323 BcE), S supremacy during the Peloponnesian
was born in Macedonia. As a child E War. Sparta emerges victorious.

N he studied under the philosopher

FACT - Aristotle, and became king of

..............................................................

The modern-day A Macedonia in 336 ¢t at the age Gr.eek territory expands during the
marathon race has its . of 20. Alexander’s military reign of Alexander the Great. After

&

m

o

N . . . .
z his death, the empire splits up into
o

™

origin in an ancient Greek | campaigns lor stat
story, in which a messenger is helped the smatler states.
said to have run a distance of spreadof C CRRGHIRN, eee e
26 miles (42km) from Greek culture & The Roman Republic defeats an
Marathon to Athens y in the places e alliance of Greek city-states at the
without stopping. ; he conquered. = | Battle of Corinth, beginning the
Roman domination of Greece.
| V.
y i et <4 ALEXANDER’S
i ¢ P KEY Kingdom of Alexander’s
a = Macedonia empire CONQUESTS
: T Alexander the Great
canda inberited a kingdom that

included Macedonia and
most of the Greek city-states.
An incredibly skilled
military leader, he went

on to conquer parts of
western Asia, northern
Africa, and northern
India, creating one of

the largest empires ever

to have existed.
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ANCIENT GREEK CULTURE after the Roman conquest, Greek V¥ SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

Ancient Greece produced a thriving culture continued its influence. ?he ancient Greeks knew of seven planets
in the solar system and had names for

and influential culture. Some of Pre-Christian Roman beliefs, for 48 constellations, 47 of which are still
the scientific ideas to come out example, were based on Greek recognized. Pythagoras’s theorem, which
of the region were very advanced mythology, but with Greek explains the relationship between the

lengths of a right-angled triangle’s sides,

names replaced b
P Y was also developed in ancient Greece.

for the time. For example, Greek

astronomer Aristarchus put forward Roman ones.

the theory that the sun, not Earth, %? //\\\

was the center of the universe. This W / \\

fact was not widely accepted until i /‘/ \\\

more than a thousand years later. y o y
Additionally, the mathematician ; < //
Eratosthenes was the first i \\\ . b b?
to accurately estimate the ] K //
circumference of Earth. w0 a []

In literature, works by the
poets Homer and Sappho

continue to be regarded as

some of the greatest ever

written. The writings of <« PHILOSOPHY

Philosopbers such as Thales of Miletus, Plato (left),
Socrates, and Aristotle wrote about what it meant to
be buman, and about how humans should behave.
Their works were so influential that they still form
the basis of modern Western philosophy.

Greek philosophers have
had a major impact
on Western thinking
and culture. Even

A MYTHOLOGY
The religion of ancient Greece had a rich and complex ]
mythology. The Greeks worshipped many gods and Ares, the god of war; is

goddesses, the most important of which were known aley ;;bou_;; p VZP 778?
as the 12 Olympians. Each Olympian represented a j:;) ; y Zoefz;w a petme

different aspect of life—such as war, music, love, and
even the weather. The Greeks wrote epic poems and plays
about the exploits and beroism of their deities.

28



Hippocrates (c.460-370 BcE), is
often called the “father of modern
medicine.” He changed the course
of medicine by arguing that illnesses
had natural causes and were not

THEATER »

Drama originated in
ancient Greece, where
people watched plays in
open-air venues known as
amphitheaters. There were
three types of drama—
tragedies, comedies, and

satyr plays, which were
somewhere between the
o " G two. Actors often played
o = ; more than one role, and
wore masks to represent the
different characters.

punishments sent by the gods.

A THE OLYMPIC GAMES

In 776 B¢k, the first Olympic Games
were held in Olympia. These games,
which included sports such as boxing,
wrestling, running, long jump, javelin,
and discus throw, were the inspiration
Jfor the modern Olympic Games, which
began in 18906.

WOMEN IN ANCIENT GREECE »
Greek women were mostly restricted to the home,
unable to vote or own land, although Spartan
women enjoyed more freedom and rights than those
in other city-states. Girls were sometimes educated,
but usually only to prepare them to run a household.

The god of
music, Apollo,
Artemis, goddess of the is shown with
hunt, always bholds a bow a lyre.
and a quiver of arrows.




Ancient
monuments

Structures made from rock or stone are often all
that remain of past civilizations, and can give us
insight into the skills, customs, and beliefs of the
people who built them. Hundreds of laborers
would have been needed to construct each of

Megalithic tomb

Munbung-ri Dolmen

Where Pyongyang, North Korea
When c.3300-12008ce

This structure made up of large
prehistoric stones, or megaliths,

is called a dolmen. Erected in the
Bronze Age, it was probably the tomb
of an important person. The Korean
Peninsula contains more than 40,000
such dolmens—40 percent of the

total number in the world.

these massive monuments.

Limestone marvel
Great Sphinx

Where Giza, Egypt
When c.25008cE

The ancient Egyptians built statues of sphinxes—
mythical creatures, usually with a human head and
lion’s body—to guard tombs and temples. Carved
from a single block of limestone, the Great Sphinx

of Giza is one of the world’s largest stone structures.

The head of the Great Sphinx
may represent Pharaob Khafre.
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Buddhist shrine

Great Stupa

Where Sanchi, India 7
When c.2508ce &=

Stupas are mound-like stone structures

built to contain sacred objects known as
relics. This stupa was built by the Mauryan =
emperor Ashoka (see p.44) to hold relics
of the Buddha. The carved gateways
were added later, and show scenes
from the Buddha’s life.

Roman amphitheater
The Colosseum

Where Rome, Italy
When 80ce

In Roman times, bloodthirsty shows such
as gladiator fights and wild animal hunts
were put on in this vast open-air arena.
Its four tiers of stone seating could
accommodate up to 50,000 spectators.




Ancient stone circle
Stonehenge

Where Wiltshire, England
When c.3000-22008ce

The purpose of this huge stone circle is a mystery, but archaeologists have

Two vertical
discovered that some of the giant boulders at Stonehenge were dragged into

stones support
a flat capstone. place, probably on sleighs, from nearly 155 miles (250km) away. It is believed

that Stonehenge was an important religious or ceremonial site.

Rock-cut tomb
Al-Kbhazneh

Where Petra, Jordan
When Early 1st century ce

Known as Al-Khazneh (“The
Treasury”), this elaborate stone

Raised circular balcony
Jfor pilgrims to walk
around the stupa

monument was actually the
entrance to a royal tomb. It was
One of the carved out of a sheer cliff-face

Jour gateways by the Nabataecans—Arab traders
to the stupa

who built their capital city of
Petra in a narrow gorge in the

mountains of present-day Jordan.

The columns were carved in
a style similar to those found
in Greek or Roman temples.

Carved obelisk
Obelisk of Aksum

Mesoamerican step pyramid
Pyramid of the Sun

Where Aksum, Ethiopia
When 4th century ce

Where Teotihuacan, Mexico
When 2nd to 3rd century ct

Weighing 220 tons (200 metric tons), this
tall monument is made of a single piece of
granite, and stands 69ft (21 m) high. It was
built to mark the burial site of

Rising 216ft (66m) high, the Pyramid
of the Sun was built to mimic the
shape of the mountain behind it. It
is the largest structure in Teotihuacin—
a city in central Mexico built by a King Ezana of the ancient
civilization that existed centuries kingdom of Aksum (see p.45).

before the Aztec Empire.
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Ancient India

The earliest civilization on the Indian subcontinent first
spread along the Indus River around 25008ce. For the next
5,000 years, a series of empires rose and fell in the region,
and two of today’s major world religions, Hinduism and
Buddhism, first appeared on the subcontinent.

A INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION
At its peak, the Indus Valley Civilization
stretched from northeast Afghanistan,
through Pakistan, and into northwest India.
The Indus people developed extensive trade
networks across the region. They recorded
their transactions on engraved seals, like
the one pictured above.

MAJOR EMPIRES

Founded by Chandragupta Maurya,
the Mauryan Empire grows to
become India’s largest kingdom,
covering nearly all of the

Indian subcontinent.

The Kushans of Central Asia
conquer modern-day Afghanistan
and northwest India. Their empire
reaches its greatest extent under
Kanishka I in the 2nd century ck.

The Pallava Empire, known for

its art and architecture, contrals
much of south India from its capital
at Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu.

The reign of the Gupta Empire is

a golden age for India. The empire
is at peace and grows
wealthy from

trade. The arts
and culture
flourish.

GUPTA
PERIOD COIN
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The Indus Valley Civilization suddenly
declined after 1800 Bce, and nomadic
tribes swept in from Central Asia to
conquer much of northern India.

For the next 1,500 years, the region
was divided. During this period the
Vedas—sacred texts of Hinduism—
were composed. In 326 B¢k, the
armies of Alexander the Great

(see p.27) invaded northern India.
This inspired Chandragupta, ruler

of the powerful Magadha

kingdom, to rise

up. He drove out
Alexander’s successors

and in 322BcE
established the Mauryan
Empire. The Mauryans
expanded to the
south, uniting India
for the first time.

ASHOKA'’S PILLARS A

Emperor Ashoka had stone pillars built
across his empire, which were carved with
inscriptions instructing people how to live
a Buddbhist life. A pillar at Sarnath, Uttar
Pradesh, was topped with a sculpture of
four back-to-back lions (above), which

in 1950 became India’s official emblem.

Chandragupta’s grandson, Emperor
Ashoka, was one of India’s greatest
rulers. Following a violent and bloody
war, he converted to Buddhism and its
influence quickly spread. The Maurya
Empire declined after Ashoka’s death
in ¢.2318cE, and a number of smaller
kingdoms came to power.

From 320ck, most of north
and central India came
under the rule of

the Gupta Empire,
which promoted
Hinduism but
was tolerant of
other religions.



FACT
India’s ancient
Sanskrit language dates
back to at least 1500 Bck,
' and was spoken in royal
. courts. Prakrit was spoken
by everyday people as
Sanskrit was considered
~. too sophisticated.

A cupola
(small dome)
tops the pyramid.

Ayurveda is an ancient Indian system
of medicine that was first practiced
in the 1st millennium Bce and is still
popular today. It involves meditation,
yoga, massage, and herbal treatments
forilinesses. The people who practice
it believe that the prevention of
disease is better than a cure.

A BUDDHISM

According to Buddbist tradition, Siddbartha
Gautama, known as the Buddha, was
born a prince around 5605cE in modern-
day Nepal. He left the palace and was
shocked by the poverty be saw. He vowed to
live a simpler life and spent the rest of bis
days teaching others bow to overcome
suffering. The religion of Buddhism, based
on his teachings, now bas more than
500 million followers around the world.

<« STONE ARCHITECTURE
The Pallavas were a dynasty of kings that ruled south
India from the late 3rd century ce. They constructed
many monuments—at first these were cut into the
sides of mountains, but later the Pallavas developed
methods of creating free-standing temples from
stone. The Shore Temple at Mamallapuram, Tamil
Nadu, is their greatest architectural achievement.

The structure was
built using blocks
of granite from a

nearby quarry.

GOLDEN AGE A

The reign of the Gupltas was a time
of great progress in math, science,
philosophy, and the arts. In the
Oth century cg, the mathematician
Aryabbata (above) was
one of the first people to
understand the importance
of the number zero.
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Chma s early
dynast1es

According to Chinese tradition, the first Chinese rulers
were the Xia Dynasty, though archaeologists disagree on
whether this dynasty existed or not. The Xia are believed
to have governed a kingdom on the banks of the Yellow
River in the late 3rd to early 2nd millennium Bce. The
Xia were later followed by the Shang, the Zhou, and
eventually the Qin.

RISE AND FALL OF DYNASTIES

The Shang kings rule a small northern state, which
soon expands to control a large part of China. They

use animal bones, covered with ancient Chinese script,
that are believed to tell the future. Shang metalworkers
master the crafting of bronze items.

SHANG TORTOISE SHELL WITH WRITING

In 1046 8cE, the Shang are overthrown by King
Wu of Zhou, who founds his own dynasty.
The Zhou kings claim they have been given the right
to rule by heaven. This concept of the “Mandate of
Heaven"” is used by all later Chinese emperors.

ZHOU GOOSE-SHAPED RITUAL VESSEL

From 776 8ce onward, the Zhou kings struggle to control the different
parts of the kingdom, which disintegrates into many separate states
constantly at war with one another. From 476 to 221 sce, only seven states
remain, and the most western state, Qin, conquers the others one by one.

The king of Qin, who names himself Shi Huangdi (First Emperor), uses force

to unify China, making everyone adopt the same writing script, coinage, and
measuring units. But the power of the Qin weakens dramatically after his death
in 2108ce, and the dynasty is overthrown just four years later.

<4 TERRA-COTTA ARMY

The First Emperor was buried in a vast tomb built by
700,000 workers. To the east of the tomb, pits beld an
army of at least 8,000 life-size terra-cotta warriors,
created to protect the emperor in the next world.
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The Phoenicians

From their homeland on the coast of what is now Lebanon

and parts of Syria and Israel, the Phoenicians became the
leading seafaring merchants of the ancient world. From
the 10th century Bck, they sailed the Mediterranean,

searching for new markets, founding colonies, and spreading

their culture, including their language and alphabet.

The Phoenicians lived in around a
dozen coastal cities, including Byblos,
Tyre, and Sidon, each of which was
ruled by a king. The hills of their
homeland were covered with tall
cedar trees, which the Phoenicians
used to build their ships. They also
sold the cedar wood to Egypt,
Greece, and Mesopotamia.

The Phoenicians founded trading
stations across the Mediterranean,
such as Carthage in North Africa.
They also explored the Atlantic

¥ PHOENICIAN CRAFTS

coast of Europe, the Indian Ocean
and—according to one ancient
historian—in ¢.500Bck, sailed around
Africa, in search of new markets.

Phoenician cities were centers of
fine craftwork, producing glassware,
metalwork, textiles, and furniture
decorated with ivory. Phoenician
traders exchanged these for products
not available in their cities, such as
tin and silver from Spain, copper
from Cyprus, incense from Arabia,
and ivory from Egypt.

Phoenician crafts were influenced by the different cultures
they encountered. This Phoenician carved ivory panel, found
in present-day Iraq, combines an Egyptian sphinx and a
Mesopotamian lamassu (a human-headed winged lion).

\

The sphinx wears a

striped beacdcloth as worn
by Egyptian pharaobs.

A PHOENICIAN BIREME

The Phoenicians used their cedar to build
warships. Their standard warship was a
bireme—a ship powered by two decks of
oars. The Persian Empire’s navy was
made up of Phoenician ships.

A TYRIAN PURPLE

The Phoenician city of Tyre was famous
Jor a purple dye made from the shells of a
Murex sea snail. It took tens of thousands
of snails to make a small amount of this
dye, which came to be known as Tyrian
purple. Cloth dyed with Tyrian purple
was bighly valued, and was worn mostly
by kings and emperors.

Phoenician script, from a
temple in Cyprus

A PHOENICIAN ALPHABET

Unlike Mesopotamian or Egyptian scripts
that bad hundreds of signs, the Phoenician
alphabet had just 22, all standing for
consonants. Easy to learn, it was adapted
by the Greeks, who added vowel signs,

and then later by the Romans.



Steppe nomads

The steppes of Eurasia are a vast, dry, treeless plain, stretching

from Europe to the borders of China. Although not suitable for

farming, the land is good for grazing animals. For 5,500 years,

the steppes have been the home of horse-riding nomads, people

who are constantly on the move, searching for fresh pastures.

Early steppe nomads spent their lives
on horseback, accompanying sheep,
goats, camels, and cattle on great
journeys. They used carts to carry
their belongings, including the tents
in which they slept each night. At
the edges of the steppe, they would
trade horses and animal products
with settled peoples, who in turn
provided them with metals and other
goods. Steppe nomads buried their
dead beneath mounds, each called

a kurgan, often full of treasures

acquired through trading and raiding.

In the first millennium Bce, nomadic
tribes began to gather in huge mobile
hordes, threatening settled civilizations.
From the 5th century scE, the Xiongnu
of Mongolia regularly raided China. To
meet the threat, in 2158cE, China’s first
emperor, Qin Shi Huangdi, built a great
wall across his northern frontier. Later,
in the 1st century ck, the Kushans from
Central Asia conquered Afghanistan
and northwest India. They were
followed, in the 4th and 5th centuries,
by the Huns, whose empire stretched
from western Asia into Europe.

<4 MOUNTED BOWMAN

In warfare and hunting, nomads used a
short, powerful bow made from wood, horn,
and sinew, fired from borseback. This felt
hanging, from a Siberian kurgan, shows a
horseman with a short bow case at bis side.

Two Scythians fight a
mounted Greek soldier.

ll

]ﬁ |

A SCYTHIAN GOLD

The richest kurgans belonged to the tribe
of the Scythians, who lived in what is

now southern Siberia from around the

7th century sce. This Greek gold comb was
Jound in the tomb of a king, whose body
was completely covered in gold items.

ATTILA THE HUN b

Attila ruled the Huns from 434—453ck.
During his reign, the Huns conquered
lands from the Rhine in western Europe
to the Caspian Sea in Central Asia.
Western European empires came to
fear Attila’s plundering armies.

SOME LATER
EUROPEAN
DEPICTIONS OF
ATTILA, SUCH AS
THIS MEDALLION,
SHOWED HIM
WITH HORNS
LIKE A DEVIL
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Ancient Maya

In around 2000 BcE, the eastern part of Central America and
modern-day Mexico saw the rise of the Maya civilization,
which grew to become one of the most advanced of its time.
The ancient Maya constructed large cities in which they built
tall pyramid temples. They also made beautiful works of art,
and created a sophisticated writing system.

The Maya homeland contained a The Maya were greatly influenced by
central rainforest, with dry regions to other civilizations of the region, such
the north, and highlands to the south.  as the Olmecs and the Zapotecs.

They cleared areas of rainforest for From them they inherited a calendar
farmland to grow crops, which could  system. Ancient Maya people were
support grand cities with tens of able to predict eclipses and the
thousands of people. movements of the moon as well

as the planet Venus, and used their
understanding of the skies to create
an accurate calendar.

After 800 ce many Maya cities had
begun to decline or collapse. Some
historians believe that this was due
to constant warfare and decreasing
natural resources.

V¥V PYRAMID TEMPLE

The center of every Maya city was a
ceremonial area, with tall pyramids that
were topped with temples. These pyramids
were sometimes tombs for kings who were
worshipped in the temple. Below is the

temple of King Pakal the Great of the city
A
ROYAL RITUALS of Palenque. A WRITING

The Maya created a complete writing system
using symbols called glyphs to represent both
words and syllables, and produced books
with pages made of tree bark. The glyphs
run along the top of the page shown above.

Maya kings and queens believed they were
descended from gods, and offered their
blood in rituals to contact and honor

them. They often drew a thorn-studded rope
across their tongue to draw blood. This
stone carving shows a queen of Yaxchilan
performing a bloodletting ceremony.

Priests performed rituals
at the temple on top of

The nine terraces of the pyramid.

the pyramid represent
the nine levels of the
Maya underworld.
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A WARFARE

Maya leaders displayed their fitness to rule through their success
in warfare. The aim was not to kill enemies, but to capture
them for later sacrifice to the gods. Maya warriors often wore
Jaguar beaddresses and skins into battle to symbolize victory,
as shown in this painting from a Maya site in Mexico.

The mask is made of
300 jade tiles on a
wooden frame.

The ball was made
of hard rubber.

<« SACRED

BALL GAME

Like earlier civilizations
in the region, the Maya
played a ball game that
was both a sport and a
religious ceremony in
honor of the gods. Every

Maya city had ball courts

Jfor the game. This figurine

shows a Maya ballplayer.

MAJOR PERIODS

The first Maya villages appear around
18008ce. By around 500 8cE, these
have begun to grow into large cities
with ceremonial centers. The Maya
also develop a system of writing.

Maya civilization reaches its
height. Cities are ruled by powerful
kings who build monuments that
record the date of their kingdoms.

Following a long period of drought,
cities in the central rainforest are
abandoned. However, Maya cities
in the north and south of the region
continue to grow.

Spanish colonists invade the region,
but face fierce resistance from the
Maya. It takes the colonists almost
200 years to complete their invasion.

< PRECIOUS JADE
To the Maya, jade was more
W, precious than gold. It was
| valued for its beautifil
green color, which was
believed to be linked to water,
vegetation, and life itself. The
Maya king Pakal the Great
was buried with a jade
mask (left), which
Y represented bis
_ transformation
into a god.

P
‘ / y»’w Jade necklace
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The Persian
Empire

In the 6th century Bcg, Cyrus II, king of the small city-state
of Persis (in modern-day Iran), began a series of conquests
that led to the creation of the world’s first superpower. At

its peak, the Persian Empire he founded controlled territories

A PERSEPOLIS

In 518BcE, Darius I founded a new capital,
Persepolis, where be built a vast palace.
During Nowruz, the annual spring festival,
people from all over the empire brought gifts
to Persepolis. The city was burned down by
Alexander the Great in 330 Bct.

i DARIUS | l\

The third of the Persian Empire’s
greatkings, Darius | (reigned
522-486 BcE) was a gifted leader. He
improved his empire’s organization
and completed many building
projects. Though he expanded

the empire to its greatest extent,
he failed to conquer the Greek
city-states.

in Africa, Asia, and Europe.

A brilliant military commander, Cyrus
the Great—as he came to be called—
conquered three neighboring
empires over a period of just

11 years. Though ferocious in battle,
he was generous toward those he
defeated, and allowed people in

the captured territories to retain
their religions, beliefs, and customs.
After his death, his son Cambyses II
expanded the empire by conquering
Egypt. The empire reached its peak
under Darius I who extended its
territory into Europe. The empire
received tributes (gifts, such as gold)

CONNECTING
THE EMPIRE »
The Persian Empire was better run
and better connected than any
previous empire. Each province was
run by a powerful satrap (governor),
who was allowed to make decisions
independent of the king. Darius I
developed a new postal system,
and built new roads to connect
the empire—the most important 4
was the Royal Road, which
connected his capital, Susa,
with the Mediterranean coast.
People rode in chariots, much
like this model of a satrap’s vebicle.

from the conquered territories,
and punished any rebellion swiftly.
There was a long rivalry between
the Persians and their western
neighbors, the Greeks, and in
3308cE the Persian Empire eventually
fell to the massive army of Alexander
the Great (see p.27). Following
Alexander’s conquest, there were
two later Persian empires, the Parthian
and Sasanian, the latter of which was
defeated by Arab invaders in 642c.




EUROPE

AFRICA

Face of an
Egyptian god to
offer protection

w=  Kingdom of Persis First Persian
until 550 Bce J Empire at its peak
w=  Kingdom of Media . Jm= Royal road
i

until 550 Bce
EXTENT OF THE EMPIRE A
Cyrus the Great conquered the Median Empire,
of which Persis was a part, in 550 Bck, then
the empire of Lydia in 546 sce, and Babylon in
539BcE. Under later kings the empire continued
to grow and at its beight under Darius I stretched
[from southeastern Europe to northwest India—
the largest empire the world had ever seen.

The satrap’s larger
size shows his Richly

bigh rank. decorated robe
-

A ROYAL ARMY

The Persian army included an elite force

of 10,000 troops that served as the king’s
personal bodyguards. They were called
“Immortals” because as soon as one died,
they were replaced to keep the number at
10,000. The mosaic above shows one of
Darius I's loyal soldiers, at bis palace in Susa.

(iR

A LATER PERSIA

After being defeated by Greece, Persian
power was revived first under the Parthian
Empire (247 scs—224 ce), followed by

the Sasanian Empire (224-651 cE). Both
came into conflict with the Roman and
Byzantine empires. This coin shows
Ardashir I (reigned 224-242 c), the
Jounder of the Sasanian Empire.
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<4 WAR AND WARRIORS

Unlike the Romans and Greeks, who had
disciplined armies, Celts fought as individuals
to win glory. Some Celts even fought naked.
Leading warriors had belmets with tall crests,
topped with birds of prey or boars and worn
Jor display rather than for protection. This
Celtic helmet is from a tomb in Romania.

The movable wings
actually flapped
during battle.

Celtic
Europe

From the 6th century Bck, the Iron Age civilization

of the Celts stretched across much of Europe. The Celts,
who originated from north of the Alps, lived in many
large tribes and never saw themselves as a single people.
They were fierce warriors and skilled metalworkers.

The Celts spoke a group of related Much of what we know of the
languages, connected to modern Celts comes from the writings of the
Irish and Welsh, and shared customs, Romans, who eventually conquered

religious beliefs, and styles of art. The most of their lands. The Romans
name “Celt” comes from Keltoi— were startled by the independence
the Greek name for a particular tribe of Celtic women, who could rule as
living in France. The Romans queens and go into battle. They were
% called them “Galli” (Gauls), also shocked by some of the Celtic
which led to the lands religious practices, which included
they settled being human sacrifice. In Britain and
called Gaul (France), Gaul, this was carried out by
Galicia (in Spain), priests called druids.

and Galatia

(in Turkey).

SPREAD OF THE CELTS \n
800-5008ce

The first recorded Celtic culture emerges in
modern-day Austria. People of the Hallstatt
culture bury their dead with bronze ornaments
decorated with geometric patterns.

BRONZE BROOCH
FROM HALLSTATT
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<4 METALWORK

Celts were expert metalworkers,
decorating bronze artifacts,
such as shields and the backs
of mirrors, with elaborate
patterns. Many bronze items
bave been found in rivers and
lakes, where they were thrown
as offerings to gods. This shield
was found in the Thames River,
near Battersea, London, UK.

4 BOUDICCA b

Following the Roman
conquest of southern
Britain, Queen
Boudicca of the Iceni,

a Celtic tribe in eastern
England, led a great uprising
against the invaders. In 61BcE,
her army sacked three Roman
towns before being defeated.

Red glass studs inlaid on
the bronze Battersea Shield

V¥ RELIGION

The Celts worshipped hundreds of gods and
offered them precious objects and sacrifices. A HILLFORTS

Each clan bad its own deities, but some gods — In Britain, Celtic tribes built great billforts, which were defended by deep

were followed over a wider area under ditches and tall earth banks topped by timber walls. Maiden Castle (above) in
different names. One of them was the nature  southern England is one such example. It was home to hundreds of people
god, who the Gauls called Cernunnos. who lived in thatched wooden roundhouses.

<4 COINS

After coming into contact with the Romans and
the Greeks through trade, the Celts initially

| copied their coins. This Celtic gold coin,

“ Jeaturing a horse, was inspired by one issued
by King Philip of Macedonia. Later, the Celts

developed their own style, designing coins

Jeaturing images of deities and local chiefs.

The nature god
is surrounded by
wild anima’ls.

A second Celtic culture, called La i The Celtic Senones tribe i A massive Celtic army invades i The Celts’ dominance across
Tene, spreads from present-day invades what is now ltaly, Greece but is eventually turned northern Europe comes to an
Switzerland across much of Europe, sacking Rome in 390 scE. back. Part of the army moves into end when Roman general
stretching from Spain to Romania. The Romans pay them a Anatolia, in modern-day Turkey, Julius Caesar conquers Gaul
Its metalwork has swirling patterns. huge sum in gold to leave. settling the area of Galatia. and part of Britain.

| y
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3 Egyptian

| pharaobs wore
a false beard
as part of
their regalia.

Egyptian pharaoh

Hatshepsut

Where Egyptian Empire, North Africa
When c. 1507-14588ce

One of the few female rulers of Egypt
to rule in her own right, Hatshepsut
acted as regent to her stepson
Thutmose III before becoming pharaoh
herself. She reigned for about 20 years.
Many statues of the time portrayed her
in the traditional clothes worn by male

pharaohs, complete with false beard.

Leaders of the
ancient world

Across the ancient world, many extraordinary kings
and queens left their mark on history. Some were
remarkable military strategists who outwitted their
enemies, while others ruled by brute force. Still others
were great administrators, and successfully governed
large and complex empires.

Mauryan emperor
Ashoka

Where Indian subcontinent, South Asia
When c.304-c.2328cE

Ashoka the Great, ruler of the Mauryan Empire of
South Asia, fought many violent battles on his path
to power before embracing Buddhism, a religion
that teaches nonviolence. Following the conquest
of Kalinga, in modern-day India, he gave up war
to spread the message of Buddhism throughout
his empire and beyond.

Qin emperor Roman ruler

Qin Shi Huangdi Caesar Augustus

Where China, Asia Where Roman Empire, Europe

When 259-2108ce When 638ce—14ce

Zheng, king of Qin, took the After decades of civil war, Caesar
name Qin Shi Huangdi (meaning Augustus restored peace to the Roman
“First Qin Emperor”) after world, and was proclaimed the first

conquering six other Chinese Roman emperor in 278ce. During his

states and uniting them under 40-year reign, he reformed the army

the same laws, written and government, laying the foundations
language, and currency. for a stable empire.
After his death, Zheng was

buried with the Terra-Cotta

Army—a magnificent collection
of sculpted clay warriors meant
to protect him in the afterlife
(see pp.34-35).



Palmyrene queen Aksumite king
Septimia Zenobia Ezana

Where Palmyrene Empire, H?t‘;gdtd’ess @COZ“M{ Where Kingdom of Aksum, Eastern Africa
Western Asia (i furquotse siones When c.303-350cE
When c.240—c.274ct

Ezana was the ruler of the ancient

Zenobia ruled the wealthy city city of Aksum in what is now Eritrea

of Palmyra (modern-day Syria), and northern Ethiopia. At about the

then part of the Roman Empire. same time that the Roman Empire

At a time of turmoil in Rome, adopted Christianity, he was converted

Zenobia seized the chance to set to the Christian faith by a missionary
up an independent kingdom and from Syria. As a result, Aksum became

conquered a large part of the the first Christian kingdom in Africa.
Roman Empire. She declared herself

empress but was later defeated.

Ezana wears a
crown and is flanked
by two stalks of wheat.

In this 19th-century portrait,
she is shown in chains.

Visigoth leader
Alaric I

Maya ruler
K’inich Janaab’ Pakal

Where Parts of Roman
Empire, Europe
When 370-410¢t

Where Palenque,
North America
When 603-683ct

The Visigoths were a Germanic In 615cE, at the age
of 12, K’inich Janaab’

Pakal became the

people living on the eastern
border of the Roman Empire.
In 410cE, their king Alaric T
led an army to attack and
plunder the city of Rome. This
act contributed to the fall of

the Western Roman Empire.

ajaw (ruler) of the
Maya city-state of
Palenque, in modern-

day Mexico. His reign
of 68 years is one of the
longest in history. Pakal’s palace
at Palenque still stands today.
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Ancient Rome

From a small farming settlement in the

10th century Bcg, ancient Rome grew to become

Helmet crests
were made of

Jeathers or
horse bair.

one of the largest empires in history. At its peak,
the Roman Empire was home to as many as

70 million people, covered much of Europe

and North Africa, and extended well into Asia.

Early Rome was originally ruled by plebeians (poorer citizens)
kings, but in 509 Bce the Romans managed to win more
overthrew the seventh king, Tarquin political power.

the Proud, and set up a republic. Rome prospered and
Rome was now run by a system of grew. It expanded south
elected officials, led by two consuls into Sicily and North

who ruled alongside a council called Africa, and by the

the Senate. This council was initially 2nd century BCE

made up only of patricians (wealthy the Romans were in
landowners), but over time the control of most of

the Mediterranean.
After around 100 Bck,
civil war began to tear the
Roman Republic apart. After a
long power battle, Julius Caesar
became dictator for life in 44 BcE,
but was soon Kkilled. His heir,
Augustus, then defeated his rivals
to become the first emperor

of Rome in 278Bce. The Roman

Republic had become the Roman

ROMULUS AND REMUS a4 Empire, and once again power
According to legend, Rome was founded by — rested almost entirely with one
twin brothers Romulus and Remus, who person. It would remain this way,
were sons of the war god Mars. They were
raised by a _female wolf. Romulus killed his
brother and became the first king, giving for the next 500 years.
the city bhis name.

passing from emperor to emperor,

<4 ROMAN SENATE
Only men could join the THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Senate. Originally, its role
was only to offer advice

fo the king, but d”,”",g Julius Caesar's heir i After a year of civil wars,
the Roman Republic it : . S
became much more Auggstus defeats Vespasian emergeg \./lctonous.and
powerful, making key his rivals to become  : restores some stability. He builds
decisions. The Sendate’s the first emperor ¢ the huge Colosseum amphitheater
role diminished when of Rome. i in Rome, which still stands today.
Rome became an empire. :
L -
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<4 THE ROMAN ARMY
Well organized and bighly
trained, the Roman army
conquered vast areas along the
Mediterranean and beyond. It
was made up of Roman citizens
as well as people from conquered
territories in Africa, the Middle
East, and elsewbere. One of the
elite units of the army was

the Praetorian Guard (left),
which served as bodyguards
Jfor the emperors.

The curved shield
protects the soldier’s body.

JULIUS CAESAR

3

Julius Caesar (10044 Bce) was
one of the most powerful
politicians and military

leaders of ancient Rome.
He conquered Gaul
(modern-day

power in 47 BcE
after defeating
his rival,
Pompey, in

a civil war.

ROMAN EMPIRE
AT ITS HEIGHT »
The empire reached

its greatest expanse
around 117ck.
Extending all the

way around the
Mediterranean and up
as far as Britain, it
stretched 2,800 miles
(4,500 km) from east to
west and 2,300 miles
(3, 700km) from
north to south.

KEY

. Extent of the empire

To protect his
massive empire,
Emperor Hadrian
builds defenses
along frontiers.

The empire is now
too big to manage, so
Emperor Diocletian
splits it in two: east
and west.

Emperor Constantine
reunites the empire, but
establishes his capital in
modern-day Turkey rather
than in Rome.

EMPEROR HADRIAN
ON A ROMAN COIN

<4 AQUEDUCTS

The Romans built
aqueducts (bridges that
carry waler over rivers
and valleys) to supply
public batbs, fountains,
JSarms, and more. Many
of these ancient structures
are still standing today,
such as the Pont du Gard
(left) in Nimes, France.

’
.

Med[[ b
Efranean Sea

Africa

Germanic chief Odoacer
overthrows the last Western
Roman emperor. The Eastern
Empire will survive for another
1,000 years.
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LIFE IN THE

ROMAN EMPIRE

The Roman Empire was a multicultural
society, made up of people not just
from Europe but also from Africa

and the Middle East.

The Romans were innovators, and
their technological advances allowed
them to improve their quality of life.
They built strong roads to connect
the empire, and invented concrete,
which made their structures last.
Many of their buildings even had
underfloor heating, which worked
by feeding warm air through
underground channels.

Culture and literature flourished,
too. Ancient Roman writers such as
Virgil, Cicero, and Ovid created

some of the most famous texts in
history, and are still studied today.
Many written records from ancient
Rome help us piece together a
vivid image of what life was like
back then.

FACT
In 79ck, the
volcano Mount Vesuvius
erupted, spewing out
volcanic lava and ash that
destroyed and preserved the
. Roman towns of Pompeii and
Herculaneum. They were
rediscovered only in
modern times.

A FLOURISHING TRADE

Trade was essential to the survival of the
empire, particularly the large cities, which
needed to import food to feed ever-growing
populations. Rome traded via both land
and sea. Everyday items such as wine and
grain were traded within the empire but
mamny luxury items came from beyond its

borders, such as silk from China.




SOCIAL CLASSES »

Roman society was split into two
main classes—the wealthy patricians
and the poorer plebeians. Enslaved
people belonged to neither class and
were considered to be the property of
their owners. It was, however, possible
to gain freedom from slavery and live
as a freedman or freedwoman.

/ <4 WOMEN IN ROMAN SOCIETY An enslaved person
Women had very few rights in the serves d drink 1o
Roman Empire and were generally not bis enslaver.

able to take part in political life. They were
expected to raise families and run households,
though those from poor backgrounds also had to
work to earn an income.

<« PUBLIC BATHS
Every Roman town had

a public bathhouse, which
was not just a place to
wash and relax but also to
meet up with friends. Hot
pools and steam rooms
were usually beated by an
underfloor beating system
Sfrom a furnace but the
Roman Baths in the city of
Bath, England, were built
above natural bot springs.

<« GLADIATORS
Bloodthirsty battles between trained
[fighters called gladiators were popular in
ancient Rome. Spectators would crowd
amphitheaters to watch the fights,
which were often to
the death. Gladiators
were usually
enslaved people or
prisoners who bad
been condemned
to death, though
some became
major celebrities.

The grill on the bronze
gladiator belmet protects

the face.
)
ROMAN GODS i
Mithras, a
Before Christianity became the main religion of the sun god

empire in the 4th century ck, the Romans worshipped
many gods and goddesses. Each god watched over a
different aspect of life. The Romans built temples to the
main gods, such as Jupiter (the god of the sky), where
animal sacrifices were sometimes performed.

i'F;: JUPITER
S Lares,

guardian spirits

ALTAR TO LARES AUGUSTI MITHRAS SLAYING THE BULL
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A EMPEROR GAOZU
Liu Bang began life as a peasant and then
became a bandit and rebel chieftain. Out

of the chaos that followed the collapse of the

ruling Qin empire, he emerged as the most
powerful leader. In 202 BcE, he declared
himself founder of the new Han Dynasty,
and took the title Emperor Gaozu.

© EMPERORWU

Emperor Wu (reigned 141-87 ce) was
the seventh ruler of the Han Dynasty.
Under his long rule, China became
a powerful empire. Wu was inspired
by the teachings of the philosopher
Confucius, which emphasize
respecting others and honoring
tradition. He made
Confucianism the
= official school
of thought for
his kingdom.

Vv TOMBS AND TREASURES

The Han believed in the afterlife, and
were buried with belongings they felt their
souls would need after death. The very
wealthy, such as members of the royal
Jamily, were laid to rest in suits made

out of expensive jade.
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Han China

After the death of the first emperor, Qin Shi Huangdi, in
210BcE, civil war broke out across China. In 202 BcE, the

Han Dynasty took power and reunified the kingdom. Han

emperors organized the empire well. Under their rule, China

went through an age of economic prosperity, and many

new inventions improved daily life.

Han rule over China falls into two
distinct periods—the Western Han
period up to c.9ck, when the capital
was at Chang’an, and the Eastern
Han period from c.25ck until 220 ¢k,
when Luoyang became the capital.
The years in between saw the brief
rule of the Xin Dynasty.

The Han set up an efficient civil
service to manage their vast empire,
and established a permanent army
paid for by taxes, and not by the
training of peasants. However, Eastern
Han rule was not very stable, and the

transfer of power from one leader

to the next was seldom trouble-free.
There were often power struggles
between members of the imperial
family, officials, and warlords, while
peasant uprisings weakened the
government’s grip on power. As the
ruling elite became increasingly cut off
from ordinary people, those excluded
from power began to arm themselves.
After a major rebellion in 184ck, the
Han Empire finally collapsed in 220ck,
bringing in an era of rival warlords.

s L Sha oF <4 EXPANDING
Gob! . “Japan THE EMPIRE
East Sea) By 87c, the Han

>
T
W»
Plateau L
of Tibet
2 Sea East
" China Sea
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'Bay of
.~ Bengal
KEY i (Gl
~ Han territory by 87¢e Sea

Expansion under Eastern Han

Jade was believed

Empire covered much
of eastern modern
China, along with
northern Vietnam
and Korea. During the
Eastern Han period,
the emperors made
alliances with tribes in
the north and the west,
extending the empire
as far as Central Asia.

to protect the body




A THE SILK ROAD

=

HAN INVENTIONS The trade route known later as the Silk
Road first opened up during the Han era,
Many advances were made during the Han era. connecting China to Europe across Central
Inventions included the first magnetic compass, the Asia. Chinese merchants grew rich selling
wheelbarrow, and an early seismoscope (a device to goods such as silk and ceramics, while gold

detect earthquakes). Most important of all was the
invention of paper by Cai Lun in 105ck. The paper
was made from tree bark, hemp, and linen.

and ivory were imported from the west.
Ideas and technologies, such as that of
papermaking, also spread along the route.

MAGNETIC COMPASS

Shock waves trigger
a ball to drop into
the mouth of one

of the frogs.

A BUDDHISM IN CHINA
Buddbism was introduced to China from
India along the Silk Road, reaching the
royal court in Luoyang by 65 ck. The first
Buddbist temple, the White Horse Temple

(above), was built in the city in 68ck.
SEISMOSCOPE WHEELBARROW
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~ THEODORIC THE GREAT B

A Barbary stag, a type
of red deer found in
North Africa

A Vandal borseman

bunis a stag. The most powerful Germanic king was

Theodoric the Great (reigned 493—526 ck).
From 511 ¢k, he ruled both the
Ostrogoths and the Visigoths,

governing a kingdom
that stretched from
modern-day

Spain to Italy.

COIN DEPICTING
THEODORIC

A VANDALS IN AFRICA
In 429c¢x, the Vandals crossed
into Africa and founded a
kingdom that included Sicily,
Malta, Sardinia, and Corsica.
In 455 ck, they sacked Rome,
which is why “vandalism” now
means deliberate destruction.

Germanic peoples

The first Germanic peoples came from modern-day Scandinavia and were

probably driven south by climate change. By the 3rd century Bce, many

Despite this, wealthy Vandals
in Africa lived like Romans,
in villas decorated with
mosaics (above).

tribes had settled in the area east of the Rhine River and north of the
Danube River. The Romans called this region Germania, and tried
several times to conquer it but failed. For several centuries the two

cultures lived alongside each other in relative peace.

In the 370s ck, the nomadic Huns (see These Germanic peoples wanted to

p.37) swept west from Central Asia exploit the wealth of the former

into Germania, forcing several tribes Roman Empire rather than plunder it.
to flee further west into the Western Influenced by Roman culture, kings
Roman Empire in search of new modeled themselves on Roman
lands to settle. A series of wars

followed and in 476¢ce the Western

Roman Empire fell.

emperors. They became Christians,
though many continued to worship
Germanic gods. Most adopted new

The Germanic peoples languages based on Latin, though
formed new kingdoms across the in remote Britain the Anglo-Saxon

former empire—the Visigoths in  kingdoms kept their language, which

. Gaul and modern-day Spain,
Ll i 4 T the Ostrogoths in Italy, the
4 : Vandals in North Africa, the
Angles and Saxons in Britain,

developed into English. Over the next
300 years, some of these Germanic
kingdoms would grow into the

major powers of medieval Europe.
and the Franks in Gaul.

<4 OSTROGOTHS IN ITALY

The Ostrogoths, or eastern Gotbs, built up an empire that stretched north

of the Black Sea in eastern Europe. In 493 ct, led by Theodoric the Great, they
conquered modern-day Italy and established the Ostrogothic Kingdom. The
empire reached. its peak under the rule of Theodoric the Great who was buried
in a grand mausoleum (left) at Ravenna, Italy. After bis death, the Ostrogoths
suffered repeated invasions by the Byzantine Empire, resulting in their decline.
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<« VISIGOTHS
IN SPAIN
The Visigoths
(western Gotbs)
were among a
group of early Germanic people
to cross into the Roman Empire in
376c¢e. They founded a kingdom
in southern Gaul, which later
included much of modern-day
Spain. Visigothic jewelers made
eagle brooches decorated with
colored glass and gemstones
called garnets. The eagle was a
popular design, adopted from
Roman imperial insignia.

A FRANKS IN GAUL

In the late 5th century, the Franks, who bad settled in the region
of western Europe called Gaul, were united into a single nation
by their king, Clovis I (reigned 481-511 ck). In 496 ck, he
converted to Christianity (above). Gaul came to be known

as Francia (modern-day France)—the land of the Franks.

Red garnets embedded
in a metal frame

SUTTON HOO
TREASURES

In the 620s, an Anglo-Saxon king was buried at
Sutton Hoo (in modern-day Suffolk, UK) in a
ship filled with royal treasure. An excavation
in 1939 uncovered several artifacts, including
a helmet based on a Roman design, a richly
decorated belt buckle, a lid for a purse, and
other valuable items.

Mask attached to helmet to
protect the warrior’s face

e

PURSE LID

BELT BUCKLE
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Civilizations throughout the world
flourished during this period. Empires
in China, India, and parts of Africa
underwent golden ages of culture,
and the Aztec and Inca civilizations
in the Americas reached their peak.
Christianity spread from the Middle
East, eventually dominating Europe,
but then a new religion arose—Islam.
This quickly spread from the Middle
East, bringing a new faith and culture
to many parts of Asia and Africa.



Medieval India

With the fall of the Gupta Empire in the 6th century, India
entered a period in which the Hindu religion was revived,

and Buddhism went into a rapid decline. From the 13th

century, the first Muslim rulers established their empires in the

region. Islamic kingdoms were founded in the north, while

Hindu empires flourished in the south. The period ended

with the beginning of the Mughal Empire in 1526.

After the breakup of the Gupta Empire
(see pp.32-33), which had dominated
much of India, new kingdoms came
to power. In the late 10th century, the
Cholas conquered rival kingdoms in
the south. The Chola Empire grew rich
through trade with Southeast Asia,

and oversaw a golden age of art and
architecture. Later, in the 14th century,
the powerful new Vijayanagar Empire
emerged in India’s southwest and

remained in control of the south for
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three centuries. Both the Chola and
the Vijayanagar built magnificent
temples decorated with scenes from
Hindu mythology.

In the north, the invasion of Muslim
armies from Central Asia in the late
12th century led to the establishment
of the Delhi Sultanate—the first
Islamic empire in India—in 12006.

It ruled large parts of India for
320 years, until its defeat by the
Mughals (see pp.120-121).

Flames surround
Lord Shiva.

Shiva is shown
mid-dance.

<4 CHOLA ART

The early Chola kings
Jocused on extending their
rule, building an empire that
spanned south India and northern
Sri Lanka, but later Chola rulers
oversaw a period of high culture. The
Chola built grand temples and are
Jfamous for their bronze sculptures. This
one shows the Hindu god Shiva—in bis
Jform of Nataraja, Lord of the Dance.

RAZIA SULTANA :

In 1236, Razia Sultana (1205-1240)
became the first female ruler of the
Delhi Sultanate. She was highly
educated, skilled in martial arts, and
rode elephants and horses.
Razia established
[ schools and public
. libraries, and was
\ knowntobea
. strong but
L justruler.




VIJAYANAGAR ART

Art and architecture flourished during
the reign of Vijayanagar kings.
Spectacular temples were built out of
stone and decorated with elaborate
murals and carvings. This mural
covers the walls and ceilings of the
entrance hall at the Veerabbhadra
Temple in Lepakshi (modern-day
Andbra Pradesh).

<4 QUTB MINAR

The formerly enslaved soldier Qutb al-Din Aibak rose
through the ranks of the military of the Ghorid Dynasty
to become the first ruler of the Delbi Sultanate in
1206. To commemorate his victories, he ordered the
building of the sandstone Qutb Minar minaret (left),
which still towers over South Delbi.

HAMPI »

The Vijayanagar Empire was founded by two

Hindu brothers, who set up a new capital called

Vijayanagara (modern-day Hampi). It was

Silled with exquisite monuments, such as this

stone chariot, and by 1500 it had become
the world’s second-largest city after Beijing.

THE DELHI SULTANATE
The former general Qutb The Khaliji Dynasty comes to The Delhi Sultanate reaches The Lodi Dynasty briefly
al-Din Aibak establishes the i power after a revolution, and i the peak of its power underthe i revives the Delhi Sultanate’s
Mamluk Dynasty, the first extends the territory under the Tughlaq Dynasty (1320-1413), power, but after a series of
dynasty to rule over the Delhi Sultanate’s control to which is succeeded by the Sayyid rebellions it falls to Mughal
Delhi Sultanate. i cover much of western India. i Dynasty (1414-1451). i forces in 1526.
\_ w
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The Byzantine

Also known as Justinian the Great, this emperor

ruled from 527-565 ce while the Byzantine °

Empire was at the height of its power. He E m

reformed Roman law into the Corpus Juris p lre
Civilis, which still forms the basis of some legal

systems today. He also ordered the construction ) o
of the Hagia Sophia church. In 395cE, the Roman Empire was split into the Western

and Eastern empires for the final time. While the
The balo represents the . . .
religious authority of the Western Roman Empire fell to the Germanic tribes by

emperor over the Church.

476k, the Eastern Empire, which came to be
known as the Byzantine Empire, thrived

500-1450

and outlasted its western counterpart
by almost a thousand years.

The Byzantine Empire was ruled from
Constantinople (modern-day Istanbul),
which had become the capital of the
Eastern Roman Empire ¢.324ce. The
city soon became one of the largest
and richest in all of Europe, a position
it held until the early 13th century.
During its thousand-year existence,
the Byzantine Empire developed
sophisticated legal systems. It also
created its own version of Christianity
called Eastern Orthodoxy, which had
a strong influence on Byzantine
art and architecture. Almost all forms
of art produced during this time
expressed religious ideas and themes.
The empire began to decline from
the 11th century onward, although
it held on for another 400 years,
before falling to the Ottoman Turks
(see pp.100-101) who captured
Constantinople in 1453.

Tyrian purple
robes were a
symbol of royalty.




: P as,, J MAJOR EVENTS
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i
Black Sea

Constantine | becomes the first
emperor of the Eastern Roman Empire.
He establishes a new eastern capital,
Constantinople, named after himself.

‘ (}
Justinian | comes to power and
reconquers some of the land
Q,\V‘ lost after the fall of the Western
Roman Empire. This includes
parts of Africa, Italy, and Spain.
KEY

. Empire under Justinian I

[0 Empire by 1360

4 i The first coins to depict Jesus Christ
/ R are minted during the reign of

A RISE AND FALL OF THE EMPIRE Justinian Il. The design of Christ

In the 6th century, the empire stretched around most of the with long hair and a beard became

Mediterranean Sea, but it lost important territory, such as
the lands of Egypt and Syria, to Muslim armies soon after.
By 1360, it had shrunk considerably, and it continued to
lose territory until it collapsed entirely in 1453.

standard for all
future coins.

EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH »

The Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches
disagreed on how they understood Christianity and
worshipped God. The Orthodox Church did not
recognize the authority of the Pope. These differences
grew over the centuries, leading the two Churches

to formally part ways in 1054.

GOLD COIN

SHOWING CHRIST

The reign of Basil Il begins a
golden age for the empire. Under
his rule, the empire becomes
wealthier and extends its territory
into the Balkans and beyond.

The third slanted
v HAGIA SOPHIA CrOSSbeam makes tbis --------------------------------------------------------
Built as a Christian church, instantly recognizable . ]
the Hagia Sophia (meaning as an Orthodox cross. Conflicts between the Byzantine
“Divine Wisdom”) was completed : : and the Seljuk empires lead to the
in 537ce. After Constantinople fell The dome Battle of Manzikert. The Seljuks
to the Ottomans in 1453, it was represents win, weakening Byzantine power in
turnéd into a mosque. 777e building’s heaven and the Anatolia (part of modern-day Turkey).
architecture reflects a mix of both afterlife. It was
Christian and Islamic influences. the largest dome

in the world until

the 15ih century. Islamic Roman Catholic armies attempt
minarets .
were added to recapture Jerusalem during the
in the 15th Crusades. During the Fllourth
and 16th

Crusade (1202—1204), they attack

centuries. .
and ransack Constantinople.

\Weakened from constant invasions,
Constantinople is reduced to a
city-state, and falls to the Ottomans
in 1453.
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of Christianity

From its beginnings in the 1st century cg, Christianity
spread from the Middle East to Europe. The mighty
Roman Empire made Christianity its official religion
in the 4th century, and even after the fall of Rome in
the 5th century, the conversion of Germanic kings
and their people from paganism to Christianity
extended its influence further across Europe. The
Church dominated all aspects of everyday life for
medieval Christians, from monarchs to peasants. As
its influence grew, the Church became wealthy, and
a powerful political force in Europe. It owned vast
areas of land, had some control over the decisions of
Europe’s rulers, and could even raise its own armies.

<« SAINT AUGUSTINE

Saint Augustine of Canterbury was
sent from Rome to England by Pope
Gregory to convert the Anglo-Saxons
JSfrom paganism to Christianity. He
arrived in 597 and successfully
converted King Aethelberbt I of Kent
and many of bis subjects. He became
the first Archbishop of Canterbury;

a position that still exists today.

SAINT BONIFACE »

Born in Anglo-Saxon England, Saint
Bondiface led missions to the Frankish
Empire during the 8th century to convert
the Germanic peoples there and establish
Christian churches. Following bis success,
be was known as the “Apostle to the
Germans.” Boniface was killed in 754 and
became recognized as a saint soon after.




The early
Islamic world

In the early 7th century, the new religion of Islam, founded

Caliph Harun
al-Rashid ruled the
Abbasid Dynasty
Sfrom 786 to 809,
at the start of the
Islamic golden age.

by the Prophet Muhammad, began to spread through the

Arabian Peninsula. By the end of the century, Islam had
spread to the north coast of Africa and parts of Central Asia
through military conquest and trade. This Islamic Empire - g <4 ABBASID

_ , , /'™ CALIPHATE
continued to grow over the following centuries. ‘_

The Abbasid Dynasty

seized power in

750 and established
The Islamic Caliphate (empire) The empire reached its peak Baghdad (in modern-
was ruled by a series of caliphs under the Abbasid Dynasty in day Iraq) as their
(leaders). Muhammad’s successors the 8th century, when it was one capital. Scientists,
established the Rashidun Caliphate, of the largest the world had ever Dphilosop 'bers, SChOIWS,’

. . . . and artists gathered in

which ruled until 661. The empire seen, stretching from southern the city during what

became known as the
Islamic golden age.
The caliphate ended
when the Mongol

expanded rapidly as powerful Muslim  Europe across North Africa and
armies conquered land across the much of Asia. The early Abbasids
Middle East, including in Persia, oversaw a golden age of learning

Syria, and Egypt. and scientific progress. Yet gradually army invaded in
The Umayyad Dynasty then came they lost territory and were finally 1258 (see p.88).
to power, and advanced further into overthrown by an invading Mongol
North Africa and as far as Spain. army in the mid-13th century. v UMAYYAD CALIPHATE
After the death of the last Rashidun
caliph in 661, Syrian governor Mu'awiya
vk L ,"M — el B ‘ e took power. He became the first caliph
uslim Lands uslim Lands juslim Lands
| by 632 by 656 by 756 Samarkards : of the Umayyad Dynasty, and moved
: the capital to Damascus. The Dome
- @ Kabul of the Rock shrine—one of Islam’s holiest

sites—was built in the city of Jerusalem by
the Umayyads in the late 7th century.
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A MAP OF THE EARLY ISLAMIC EMPIRE

During the early years of Islamic rule, Muslim armies conquered
large areas of the Middle East, North Africa, and Central Asia.
As the empire grew, goods were traded across continents and
Islamic culture and beliefs spread farther eastwards. It also

led to great advances in matbs, science, and the arts.
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FATIMID
GOLD COIN

<« SELJUK EMPIRE
The Seljuk Empire was founded in
the 11th century cr and lasted until the
14th century ce.The Seljuks established
a vast empire that at its peak stretched
Jfrom modern-day Turkey to Pakistan.
In 1073, they captured the city of
Jerusalem. This led to Christian
armies mounting the First Crusade
in 1096 in order to wrestle the
city back from Muslim control.

A FATIMID CALIPHATE
In the 10th century, the
Fatimids, who claimed to be
descendants of the Prophet
Mubammad’s daughter, rose
to power. A rival dynasty to the
Abbasids, they ruled across
North Africa, Egypt, and most
of Syria from 909 to 1171.

The Fatimids grew rich through
trade in the Mediterranean

SALAH AL-DIN |

Salah al-din (reigned 1174-1193)
overthrew the Fatimids and founded
the Ayyubid Dynasty. He became the
first sultan of Egypt and Syria, and
then conquered neighboring Muslim
states. He is best known for his role in

and Red seas. Seljuk warriors were the Third Crusade when he recaptured
skilled riders and _ .
fought on horseback. Jerusalem from Christian armies

in 1187.

The walls of the
shrine are decorated
with tiles.




ISLAMIC ART AND SCIENCE new practice of book binding. The
The rule of the Abbasid Dynasty Abbasids also learned how to make
(750-1258) is considered a golden paper from the Chinese and could
age of Islam. Science, culture, and now produce it on a large scale,

art flourished as great thinkers making books more widely available.
from across the empire flocked to The famous collection of Arabic
the new capital Baghdad, which folk tales, One Thousand and One
also became a center for trade. Nights, was compiled during the
Classical Greek texts were translated golden age of Islam.

into Arabic, leading to important

advances in the fields of math,

astronomy, the arts, philosophy, and

medicine. The thirst for knowledge FACT

in Baghdad was helped by the The Fatimid R k

Caliphate, rulers of A HOUSE OF WISDOM
Egypt, built the Al-Azhar Baghdad was a center of learning and
o Core . it its libraries were stocked with books

vV DECORATIVE ART Ill({%qlle fo% .qle%l new Cdp{tdl on medicine, mathematics, astronomy,
In Islamic architecture, geometric patterns city of Cairo 1'r1 972. This philosophy, and poetry. Abbasid Caliph
rather than human or animal figures were place of learning became Haroun al-Rashid founded the House of
commonly used as decoration. These patterns the world’s second ) :
included repeated circles, squares, stars, and
multi-sided polygons. The Jameh mosque in the
city of Yazd in Iran, built in the 14th century,
is decorated with exquisite geometric designs.

Wisdom, also known as the Grand Library
oldest university. of Baghdad, which flourished under bis
son, al-Ma’mun, in the early 9th century.
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A UNIVERSITY OF QARAWIYYIN

The The Islamic Empire established some of
turban the world’s earliest universities. In 859,
represents Fatima Al-Fibri founded the Al-Qarawiyyin
Islamic mosque in Fez, Morocco, which became a
culture.

top center of Islamic learning. The complex
included a prayer space, courtyard, library,
and school rooms. 1t is considered to be the
oldest university in the world.

Astrolabes were
made of iron
or brass.

The dragons
represent
Chinese
culture.

A THE ELEPHANT CLOCK
Engineer Ismail al-Jazari (1136-1206)
invented the “Elephant Clock” which used
the flow of water between bowls to measure
time. A tank was bidden in the belly of the
elephant where water poured from one
basin to another. The design represents
the diversity of cultures in Islam.

A ASTRONOMY

Scientists in the Islamic world were very
interested in astronomy. They developed
astrolabes to calculate the position of the
sun and stars. These devices were used to
tell the time and they could also indicate
the direction of Mecca, which Muslims
must face toward for prayer.

v CANON OF MEDICINE

In the 11th century, Persian physician Ibn
Sina, also known as Avicenna, wrote an
encyclopedia of medicine—the Canon of
Medicine—which was used as a medical
textbook for more than 700 years. It included
information on how our bodies work and the
causes of bealth and illness.
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OMAR KHAYYAM A

Omar Khayyam (1048-1131),

was born during the reign of the
Seljuks. The Persian mathematician,
astronomer, philosopher, and poet is
known for his contribution to math
and for his “Rubaiyat”—a collection
of quatrains (four-line poems) about
the different stages of life, including
love, loss, and death.
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A CHANG’AN

In the 7th century, the Tang capital
Chang’an (present-day Xi'an) was the
world’s most populous city, with around
one million people living within its city
walls and another million in the suburbs
beyond. Dating from this time, the Giant
Wild Goose Pagoda (above) still stands
today. It was built to store Buddbist
sacred texts.

Tang and
Song China

After the fall of the Han Dynasty in the 3rd century cg, China

experienced centuries of unrest. But in 618, the rebel leader Li

Yuan set up the Tang Dynasty, which lasted until 907. Another

period of turmoil followed before the general Zhao Kuangyin
established the Song Dynasty (960-1279). Historians see both
of these periods as high points of Chinese civilization.

In the Tang era, the development of
woodblock printing in the 7th century
allowed the publication of many new
texts, helping to improve literacy.
China began expanding its control

to the west and south, and soon
became a powerful influence over
neighboring Japan and Korea.

Thanks in part to improved methods
of growing rice, the population of
China grew rapidly during the Song
period, reaching 200 million people by

the end of the dynasty in 1279. This
population growth allowed Song
China to prosper economically and
a new merchant class emerged.
Technology also flourished under
the Song, with many new inventions
and discoveries.

Under both dynasties, emperors
ruled with the help of an efficient
civil service—government employees
who administered the laws of
the country.




TANG DYNASTY

Military leader Li Yuan seizes power
and declares himself the founder of
the new Tang Dynasty. He rules as
Emperor Gaozu.

Emperor Taizong defeats the
Eastern Turks, making China
the dominant power in
East and Central Asia.

Empress Wu Zetian comes to
power and rules over the short-lived
Wu Zhou Dynasty.

The Abbasid Caliphate armies
defeat the Chinese at the Battle of
Talas in Central Asia. This stops
China’s westward expansion.

Weakened by uprisings, the Tang
Dynasty is overthrown by a military
governor called Zhu Wen, who is
later replaced by the Song Dynasty.

SONG CITIES
Cities flourished under the Song,
crowded with markets and shops
selling goods of every kind. People
gatbered in entertainment quarters
lo enjoy themselves during festivals.
The people of Kaifeng (the Northern
Song capital) are shown celebrating
the Qingming festival in this copy of
a Song Dynasty painting.

A1\

A THE CIVIL SERVICE

Men wishing to work for the Song Dynasty’s
government had to take a written literary
exam that required knowledge of the
writings of Confucius. This meant that
entry to the civil service was on merit
rather than through family connections.

Early gunpowder
was made of
saltpeter, sulfur,
and charcoal.

A INVENTIONS

There were many technological advances
during the Song Dynasty. Important
inventions included paper money,
movable type—wbhich made it possible to
mass produce books—and gunpowder.

A formula for gunpowder was first
recorded in a military book in 1044.

Sails were o N
strengthened 7
with bamboo

battens.

4 WU ZETIAN L

First as the powerful wife of Emperor
Gaozong and eventually as sole ruler
from 690 to 705, Wu Zetian was the
only woman to rule China in her own
right. She was an effective leader,
introducing reforms to the economy
and education system.

« SAILING SHIPS

China was the world’s leading
maritime power under the Song. Large
wooden merchant junks (sailing ships)
with up to six masts carried goods
across the Indian Ocean to the Middle
East. These ships were equipped with
detailed navigational charts and
magnetic compasses. Under the Song,
China also acquired a navy for the
first time.




ARTS AND CUSTOMS

Cultural life in China blossomed under
the Tang and Song dynasties. The
empire was usually at peace, and
its increasing wealth and prosperity
allowed art and culture to flourish. The
Tang period is known for its poetry
and painting, beautiful porcelain, and
glazed earthenware—particularly the
ornate clay figures that were placed in
graves to accompany the dead.

Under the Song, Chinese painting
reached its peak, while porcelain
and ceramics were produced to a

» HORSES

When the Tang came to
power, the government
owned only around
5,000 horses, but within
50 years that number
had increased to more
than 700,000. For the Tang, horses
symbolized status and military power.
Only the nobility, including women, were
permitted to ride. Tomb figures from the
period include mamny borses along with
other animals.

 EVERVDAYLFE

During the Tang period, Chinese
citizens—especially the upper
classes—had a lot of free time to
devote to leisure activities. They
enjoyed archery, hunting, cuju (a
game similar to soccer), tug-of-war,
and many more sports. Polo was
introduced from Persia in around
700 and became popular among
both men and women.

POLO PLAYER

|
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very high standard. Poetry flourished,
and theater and drama became more
complex. The largest theaters in
Kaifeng, capital of the Northern
Song, could entertain audiences
of several thousand. The
development of gunpowder
enabled the use of fireworks

in public festivities, where large
displays were often accompanied
by dancers moving through
clouds of colored smoke.

FACT
The first known
written document on

tea—Ch’a Ching (The
Classic of Tea) by Chinese

writer Lu Yu—was

composed during the

Tang period.

A saddle with a
curved seat
provided stability
Jfor the rider.



PORCELAIN » Dragon-shaped

porcelain detail

The technique for making porcelain

was perfected around 700. It was

Women rode manufactured using clay for the

Jor both bunting body, ash for the glaze, and
and pleasure. minerals to make the pigments.
Tang Dynasty porcelain was
exported as far as Africa.

This is the only
surviving example of § %:@
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POETRY A

The Tang period was a

golden age of poetry in China.
More than 3,000 poets are recorded
[from this time, along with about
48,900 of their poems. Writing poetry
was a skill required for those wishing
to pass civil exams. One of the famed
poets of this time was Li Bai.

Vv SILK

Song women wove silk threads
to make into clothes and to be
decorated and hung as wall
tapestries, while professional
weavers created prized fabrics
such as brocades and damasks.
Song Brocade—China’s most
luxurious silk today—uwas
woven during this period.
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A LANDSCAPE PAINTING

Under the Song, the subjects typically
depicted in paintings shifted from people
and events at court to dramatic landscape
scenes. Brush strokes were more important
than color, which was used sparingly.
Landscape painting reached new heights
in this period.
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Kingdoms of
Southeast Asia

Southeast Asia lies at one of the world’s great crossroads,
in the middle of a sea-based trade route linking India and
China. From the 7th century onward, wealthy kingdoms
rose across the region. The culture and politics of these
kingdoms were influenced by their powerful neighbors,
and, later, by contact with the Islamic world.

The kingdoms that thrived in present-  to Hindu deities. They built grand

day Cambodia, Myanmar (Burma), cities influenced by the cultures and

and Thailand were land-based and kingdoms of India. Other kingdoms

drew their wealth from rice farming. such as Dai Viet (in modern-day

Other kingdoms, such as Champa in Vietnam) were dominated by China.
In around 1400, the Malacca

Sultanate—the first Islamic sultanate

modern-day Vietnam and the Srivijaya
Empire of Sumatra (in modern-day
Indonesia) grew rich on sea trade. in Southeast Asia—was founded in
These kingdoms adopted Hinduism
and Buddhism from India. Both

religions spread rapidly and

Malaysia. However, its wealth as a
trading hub soon attracted the interest
of European powers. Malacca was

influenced all parts of life. The rulers conquered by the Portuguese in 1511,

of the powerful Khmer Empire in beginning a new era of European

present-day Cambodia, for example, colonization of Southeast Asia.

Red-brick temple

of Shiva at the
My Son complex
in Vietnam

believed they were god-kings related

CHAMPA »

5 < On the southern coast of Vietnam,

O b . ol the Champa Kingdom lasted from the

\Q’/ ; ! oo 2nd century ck to the 17th century but
/ Bl ne was at its beight in the 9th and 10th
= Bay of Sea centuries. The Cham people built temples

to the Hindu deity Shiva with distinctive
red brick towers. They were often at war
with their Khmer and Dai Viet neighbors.

{ Bengal
/

Champa

Dating to 684 ck, this inscription

KEY
-

~  ®= Khmer
™= Srivijaya
== Dai Viet
= Pagan

Malacca

Ayutthaya

A MAJOR KINGDOMS

The kingdoms of Southeast Asia rose and fell
over time. This map shows the furthest extent
of each empire at its peak.
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praises the establishment of a park
by the Srivijaya king Sri Jayanasa.

<« SRIVIJAYA EMPIRE

The Buddbist Srivijaya Kingdom rose around
650cE in present-day Sumatra and extended its
rule to include the Malay Peninsula and parts
of Java and Borneo. After its fall in the 13th
century, it was largely forgotten until modern
times when historians began piecing together its

history with the belp of inscriptions such as this one.



KHMER EMPIRE »

From around the 9th to the
centuries, the most powerfuil
kingdom in Southeast Asia was
the Kbmer Empire. Kbmer kings
established their capital at Angkor
(in present-day Cambodia), where
they built Angkor Wat—the largest
temple complex in the world. It is
decorated with people and scenes
m Hindu mythology.

b

PAGAN KINGDOM

From the 1050s to the 1280s, Pagan, in what
is now Myanmar, was the capital of the first
Burmese kingdom. It was one of the greatest
Buddbhist centers in Southeast Asia. Pagan
kings built 10,000 Buddhbist monuments, of
which more than 2,000 still survive today.

THAI KINGDOMS v

After freeing themselves from Khmer

rule in the 13th century, the Thai

established two kingdoms—Sukbothai
in the north and Ayutthaya in
south. Ayutthaya went on to
unite present-day Thailand,
and became one of the leading
regional powers from the
14th to 18th centu

Statue of Buddhba at
1t Mabathat in
Sukbothai Historical
Park, Thailand

<« DAI VIET

China heavily influenced the culture of northern
Vietnam. After nearly a thousand years under Chinese
rule, it was unified in 968 ct into an empire called Dai
Viet by the military leader Dinb Bo Linb, who became
its first emperor. He is shown here wearing regal
clothes in the Chinese style.




A MESA VERDE

The Ancestral Puebloans inbabited
southwest North America between
¢.100cE and c. 1600. They moved
[from a bunter-gatherer lifestyle to
Jarming when they began to create
permanent settlements. In the
mountainous terrain of the region
they constructed great villages in
the shelter of overbanging cliffs. The
biggest example is the Cliff Palace at
Mesa Verde in Colorado, built between
1150 and 1300 using materials
such as sandstone and mortar.

Maize was first grown in the dry land
of the southwest around 4,000 years
ago, before spreading into the north.
Maize grew

quickly and was

easy to harvest,
making it a vital

food for early
civilizations on the
North American ]
continent. ‘
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Cultures of
North America

The first human inhabitants of North America were present

at least 23,000 to 21,000 years ago according to archeological

evidence. For thousands of years, a rich mix of civilizations

and cultures used the varied landscape of North America for

hunting, fishing, and farming.

There are conflicting theories about
the first humans in North America, and
where they came from. Indigenous
people have their own beliefs about
how they arrived on the continent.
The earliest tribes to arrive were
hunters and gatherers, some of them
nomadic, who kept on moving to
follow migrating herds of animals.
Over time, advanced cultures began
to develop, whose people grew a
variety of crops, built homes, and
handcrafted tools and other artifacts.
From around 500 Bcg, the Adena
people of the Eastern Woodlands,

an area that stretched from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Great Plains, farmed
the land and built large earth mounds
that served as ceremonial sites. A few
centuries later, the Hopewell people
set up villages and made pottery

in the same region. By 800cEk,

the Ancestral Puebloans had built
large homes from earth and stone

in the southwest. Gradually, these
civilizations expanded and spread
across the continent. By the late
1400s, North America was home to
almost 60 million Indigenous people.
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A DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNITIES
Prebistoric farming and mound-building communities were spread
out across North America. The Ancestral Puebloans and other farming
communities such as the Hobhokam and Mogollon people lived in the
southwest, while the Mississippians built their communities around
large earthen mounds in the eastern and northern regions.

IROQUOIS »

The Great Lakes of North
America were settled by
Iroquois nations in the
mid-15th century. Their
village homes, called
longhouses, were built next
to the water for canoeing
and fishing. Longhouses
were made of wood covered
in elm bark. There was a
door at both ends and a
hole in the roof to let out
smoke from fires lit for P
warmth and cooking. FEe

MISSISSIPPIAN CRAFTS

Early pottery from Mississippian communities
was plain and practical, with pots and jars that
proved useful for storing crops and carrying
water. As potters and sculptors became more
skilled, they created elaborate designs. Decorative
pieces included shells, pipes, crockery, and clay
heads made as offerings to the dead.

FROG-SHAPED PIPE

CEREMONIAL
VESSEL

ARCTIC PEOPLE v
The Thule people lived in the Arctic regions
of North America from about 1000ct. They
survived the freezing conditions by wearing
clothes made from animal fur and building
homes with animal bones and skins. They
were skilled hunters, targeting walruses,
whales, and seals using handcrafted
bharpoons and slate knives.

Sledge made
of seal bones
and skin

A MISSISSIPPIAN CULTURE

The people of the Mississippian culture were farmers
who grew crops such as maize and beans. They built
houses and other buildings on large earth mounds

in the Mississippi Valley. The mound city of Cahokia
(above) near the modern-day city of St. Louis, Missouri,
was once home to thousands of people.
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The shoguns

of Japan

Up until the late 12th century, power in Japan rested squarely

with the emperor, who controlled political life. From 1192 until

1868, however, Japan was in effect ruled by a series of shoguns

(military dictators), who dominated the government of Japan

and reduced the power of the emperor.

Shoguns had existed for centuries as
military commanders in the emperor’s
service, but they slowly gained more
and more political power.

Following a civil war, Minamoto
Yoritomo set up a military government
in Kamakura, independent of the
imperial court in Kyoto. He seized
power over his rival lords and
founded the Kamakura Shogunate
in 1192. Minamoto established a
feudal system. The emperor, shogun,
and daimyo (landowning nobles)
formed the higher levels of this

l

- MINAMOTO YORITOMO b

In 1180, an ambitious young noble
named Minamoto Yoritomo (1147—
1199), started a war against the rival
Taira clan, which dominated the
imperial court. After defeating his
rival, Yoritomo became the first
shogun to have complete political
control,
meaning that
he effectively
controlled
Japan until
his death.

system, followed by the samurai.
Peasants, craftworkers, merchants,
and servants were at the bottom.
Clan wars were common during
the Kamakura and later shogunates
until the Battle of Sekigahara in
1600, when Tokugawa Ieyasu
united the country. He founded
the Tokugawa Shogunate in 1603,
which ruled Japan until 1867 when
the 15th Tokugawa shogun—
Yoshinobu—was exiled, and power

returned to the emperor.

e N g

A FEUDAL JAPAN

Under the feudal system, the emperor
granted land to the daimyo. Samurai were
responsible for protecting the daimyo, the
lands, and the people who worked in the
region. The samurai grew in influence and
became an elite class in themselves.

MAJOR SHOGUNATES

Minamoto Yoritomo becomes the first
all-powerful shogun and establishes
the Kamakura Shogunate. It lasts
until 1333 when Emperor Go-Daigo
restores imperial rule after victory in
the Genko War.

A former Kamakura general called
Ashikaga Takauji—who helped
Emperor Go-Daigo win the Genkd
War—establishes the Ashikaga
Shogunate. It collapses in 1467,
after which Japan enters a long
period of civil war.

Thirty years after the final fall of
the Ashikaga Shogunate, Tokugawa
leyasu establishes the Tokugawa
Shogunate, which presides over

a peaceful era that lasts for more
than 250 years.

TOKUGAWA
TEYASU




A BATTLE OF DAN-NO-URA

Fought at sea, the Baltle of Dan-no-ura was a decisive battle of the
Genpei War (1180-1185). The Taira clan’s defeat ended their control
of Japan and led directly to the establishment of the first shogunate
under Minamoto Yoritomo.

ARMS AND ARMOR

The weaponry and armor of the samurai was
not just key to their military success, but also
a symbol of their elite social status. Their main
weapons were the deadly katana and the
shorter wakizashi swords, the tanto knife
used for stabbing, and a long pole weapon
called a naginata. Since they fought without shields,
their armor covered them from head to toe.

Breasiplate macde

NAGINATA of iron and leather

ASHIKAGA
TAKAUJI'S ARMOR

<4 SAMURAI CODE
5 The samurai were

j strictly bound to

the bushido code

of conduct, which
emphasized the
importance of honor
and discipline. Samurai
who failed to live up to
these ideals sometimes
took their own lives
in a ritual suicide
known as seppuku.

SHINOBI »
The Shinobi—
or ninjas—uwere
another type of soldier
in feudal Japan, and
were considered socially
inferior to the samurai.
These masters of stealth
acted as spies and assassins,
operating in secret to surprise
their targets.



Medieval
western Europe

The period between the 5th and 15th centuries was an

era of great change for western Europe. New kingdoms
emerged and grew rich, yet this was also a time of constant
warfare and widespread poverty. Power and wealth belonged
to the monarchs, the nobles, and the Church, while the vast
majority of people remained poor.

After the fall of the Western Roman
Empire in 476 ce, new cultures

who, in return, provided them
with armies during wartime. At
influenced by Roman, Germanic, the bottom of this system were the
and Celtic traditions took hold across peasants, who worked the land.
the continent. Around the same At this time, culture and art
period, Christianity rapidly spread across Europe began to flourish.
and new nations were born led by The first university in Europe was
Christian monarchs. founded in the 11th century, and
By the 10th century, much of Europe  advances in art and architecture

was organized into a feudal system, in gave rise to brilliant artworks and

which kings gave land to the nobility,

buildings that survive to this day.

Toward the end of the 15th century,

the medieval period gave way to the

explosion of new ideas transformed
western Europe yet again.

<« KNIGHTS

Knights were an elite class of horseback
warriors who fought in times of war for
the king or queen. In peacetime, they
demonstrated their fighting skills at jousting
tournaments—in which two knights would
charge each other with long lances—a
popular form of entertainment.

ISLAMIC KINGDOMS »

In the 8th century, Muslims from North
Africa conquered Spain. They brought new
Jfoods, such as oranges and almonds, and
new technologies, and introduced a unique
style of Islamic architecture. One of the most
beautiful examples is the Albambra palace
in Granada, which was built by the Nasrid
Dynasty—the last of the Islamic kingdoms
to fall to Christian rulers in 1492.
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Renaissance (see pp.104-105), when an

A THE CRUSADES

From the 11th to the 13th centuries, Christian
armies from Europe fought a series of
religious wars known as the Crusades against
Muslim forces in the eastern Mediterranean.
The Crusaders, which included warriors
such as Richard the Lionbeart (above),
wanted to regain Jerusalem—a sacred place
for Christianity and Islam—{from Muslim
control, but their campaign ultimately failed.

A POWER OF THE CHURCH

The Catholic Church’s power grew rapidly
during this period, eventually holding a
buge influence over everyday medieval
life. Elaborate churches and cathedrals,
such as Beauvais Cathedral in France
(above), were built as spectacular
monuments to God.



<« THE BLACK DEATH CHARLEMAGNE
An explosive outbreak of
bubonic plague, a bighly

contagious disease known Leader of the Frankish kingdom (in

as the Black Death, ravaged modern-day France and Germany),
Europe from 1347 until Charlemagne (c.748-814) went on
1351, killing around a to unite large parts of western and
third of the continent’s central Europe. He was crowned

population. It took until the
start of the 16th century
Jor Europe’s population to
recover to its pre-plague
level. The horrors of the
plague were often
represented in the form

of dancing skeletons.

emperor of the Romans in 800 ck.

.-

Vv THE HUNDRED YEARS’ WAR

Beginning in 1337, the Hundred Years’ War was a series of battles fought between
England and France over English claims to the French throne. The first major battle
took place at Crécy (below), where an English army of 12,000 defeated an army

COIN
DEPICTING

of more than 30,000 French soldiers. Ultimately, though, the French won the right to CHARLEMAGNE
rule unchallenged, and by 1453 bad pushed the English out of almost all of France.




A VIKING RAIDERS

Vikings launched surprise attacks on coastal
communities that had little or no way of
defending themselves. They raided England
and Francia (modern-day France) so often
that these kingdoms started collecting a tax
(later often called the danegeld) to pay off
the Vikings and prevent them from stealing
and destroying property.

'— LEIF ERIKSON -

Around 1002, Viking explorer Leif
Erikson (c.970-1020) reached what is
now Newfoundland, Canada, and set
up a settlement called Vinland there.
He was probably
the first European
person to reach
the Americas,
arriving
almost 500
years before
Christopher
Columbus.
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The Vikings

A seafaring people, the Vikings originated in modern-day

Sweden, Norway, and Denmark. They were known and

feared across Europe for their violent raids (attacks), but

they also traded peacefully with other lands. Between
the 9th and 11th centuries, Vikings established trading
outposts in the British Isles, mainland Europe, and even

as far away as North America.

One of the earliest significant Viking
raids was on Lindisfarne in England
in 793. The Vikings went on to settle
permanently in parts of England
and Ireland, as well as Iceland and
Greenland. They also penetrated
deep into eastern Europe and set up
a kingdom called the Kievan Rus’,
which gives Russia its modern name.
As they settled, the Vikings began to
trade, exchanging timber, iron, and
furs for spices, salt, silk, and more.
Around the end of the 10th century,
they started minting their own coins.
Before Christianity became their
main religion in
the 11th century, the

religion with many
9. deities. Their
mythology is still
influential in
the modern

A spindle was used
to twist wool into
yarn (thread) for
making clothes.

F{ VIKING WOMEN
Although Viking women did not enjoy the same status as men,
they did have certain freedoms that were unusual for the time.
They were allowed to own property and could also divorce their
busbands in certain situations. While the men were away raiding,
the women were in charge of making clothes and running the
bome and farms. Some women achieved significant power as
members of noble or royal families, and in particular as queens.

day—several film characters of
the Marvel Universe, such as
Thor and Loki, are based on old

Scandinavian religious figures.
During the height of their
power, the Vikings successfully
raided or conquered wherever

they went. However, a series
of defeats in battle in the

11th century, including the

loss of a Norwegian force to
the English army at the Battle
of Stamford Bridge in 1066,
brought the

Viking Age
The mast
would have

a square sail
attached 1o it.

to an end.




METALWORK L

Amulet is shaped The Vikings were capable of intricate metalwork, FACT
like the bammer creating jewelery such as amulets, brooches, and
of the god Thor: arm rings. Many pieces of Viking jewelery and battle Around 930,

armor have been discovered. Some of these have Viking settlers founded
been found buried together—archaeologists call
such findings hoards.

the Althing—a general
assembly open to all free
men—in Iceland. It remains

The snake represents a the national parliament

giant s‘erpe'm‘, a figure in of the count ry to
Scandinavian mythology. .
this day.

0S%1-00S

\\ The back end of the

ship (aft) spirals
into the shape of
a serpent’s tail.

AMULET BROOCH ARM RING

EXPLORATION »

The Vikings were expert sailors, and from 700ck, they developed
Jast boats called longships for their ocean voyages. Longships were
Slat-bottomed, which meant they could sail along rivers far inland,

Roof made of and were light enough that they could be dragged onto shore.
wooden tiles

A LONGHOUSES

Most Viking houses consisted of one large, long room centered around a
fireplace, which was used for cooking, beating, and as a source of light.
Several generations of the same family would often live in the same house.
The image above shows a replica of a Viking longhouse at Fyrkat, Denmark.
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Polynesian expansion

From around 1500 BcE, the Lapita people—seafarers from Southeast

_ _ ¥ THE MOAI
Asia—started to explore the oceans. Traveling eastward, they settled A row of large stone statues,
called Moai, stand on Rapa
Nui (Easter Island), facing
in the Pacific Ocean that are now known as Polynesia. Settlers on inward toward land. Built
between the 11th and 17th
centuries, the 887 statues

Fiji and Samoa, and later Hawaii, New Zealand, and many more islands

each island or group of islands developed their own unique

culture over the centuries are believed to represent the
) ancestors who watch over

and protect the island.
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STAGES OF MIGRATION

1500 BcE
The Lapita people begin

their travels across the Pacific

Ocean using canoes called
outriggers and navigating

with the help of the
stars, birds, winds,

and tides.

‘g

e,

I Yanmown

MODEL OF A POLYNESIAN
OUTRIGGER CANOE

¢.1500-1000BcE

Lapita people arrive in
Fiji and soon continue
further to Tonga, Samoa,
and other islands. They
take plants and animals
with them to establish
small villages on

new islands.

800-1000 ce

A second stage of
eastward expansion
takes place, and
Polynesian explorers from
Tahiti, Tonga, and Samoa
travel to and settle Rapa
Nui, the Cook Islands,
and Hawaii.

¢.1280ck

The Lapita people

reach what they call
“Aotearoa” (modern-day
New Zealand) and their
society flourishes and
develops into the

Maori culture.
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Me dieval !

a Polish coin

eastern Europe

Eastern Europe—which stretches from the Baltic Sea to the
Black Sea, and includes western Russia—changed dramatically
during the medieval period. Some areas were settled by tribes
from the east, and across the region different peoples came
together to form new countries. Christianity spread, and soon
became eastern Europe’s major religion.

Much of the region came under the influence over Poland, however, A EARLY POLAND
sway of the Eastern Orthodox Church,  which adopted the Catholic faith Mieszko 1, the founder of the first
independent Polish state, adopted

which was based in the capital of the  in the 10th century, and developed Catholicism in 966, making Poland a

Byzantine Empire, Constantinople closer links to western Europe. Christian country. Under bis successor,
(modern-day Istanbul). The religious Various states and kingdoms emerged  Bolestaw the Brave, Poland became a major
influence of the Byzantine Empire in eastern Europe during the medieval ~ £uropean power, but it broke apart again
led to cultural influence as well. period, including Poland, Bulgaria, into smaller states in the 121h century.

For example, Byzantine missionaries Serbia, Hungary, and the

adapted the Greek alphabet into the Kievan Rus (the ancestor g ) Arpad, bead of
the tribes, founded the

Hungarian nation.

Cyrillic script, still used in Russia and ~ of present-day Russia,

parts of southeastern Europe today. Belarus, and Ukraine).

The Byzantine Empire had less They traded with the
growing Byzantine

A Empire, and some
OLEG OF NOVGOROD N of them, including
Bulgaria, formed
The Viking warrior Oleg of Novgorod part of it for a time.

(c.845-912) is believed to have founded
Kievan Rus, the first Russian state. He
attacked the mighty Byzantine Empire
in 907, and threatened to destroy the
city of Constantinople unless he was
paid. In 911, he negotiated a lucrative
trade agreement with the empire.
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The gold domes were <« KIEVAN RUS Vv THE BULGARS

added in the 18th century. * : Founded in the 9th century, The semi-nomadic Bulgar tribe arrived in
\1 t the Kievan Rus was the first state eastern Europe in the 5th century. Around
! to occupy lands in modern-day 630, they united, forming Old Great Bulgaria.
Ukraine and Belarus, and Their influence rose in the 9th century under
1 northwestern Russia. It reached Boris I (below) who expanded their territory
: its peak in the 11th century, and converted bis people to Christianity.

'f during the rule of Yaroslav
o the Wise, who ordered the
construction of St. Sophia’s

Catbedral in Kyiv, Ukraine.

v THE MAGYARS

The Magyars were tribes from the Ural FACT

mountains in western Russia. By the end p

of the 9th century, chieftains of the seven 4 In 1054, the Eastern ;

Magyar tribes (below) moved their people | Orthodox Church formally 1

west and settled in what is now Hungary. il split from the Roman

Catholic Church after years
of disagreements. This
became known as the

~ East—West Schism.

v DUSAN’S CODE

Under Stefan Dusan (reigned 1331—
1355), Serbia flourished culturally
and emerged as a major power in
southeastern Europe. Dusan issued a
collection of laws, known as Dusan’s
Code (below), which covered everything
Jfrom marriage contracts to how to
settle disputes between peasants.
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African empires

The continent of Africa was filled with many flourishing

kingdoms and empires between the 5th and 15th centuries.

It was rich in natural resources, so the cities of these empires

bustled with trade. From the 7th century, the new religion

of Islam began to spread across Africa, influencing the

culture of many of these empires.

Despite Africa’s huge size and varied
lands and cultures, its civilizations
were connected by important trade
networks. Several kingdoms grew
around the coastal areas or large
rivers that served these trade routes,
and became wealthy. Camels were
used to transport goods such as
gold across the Sahara Desert from
sub-Saharan Africa to North Africa,
where they were traded. In West
Africa, the empires of Ghana and
Mali grew incredibly rich, trading
gold and ivory for salt and copper

mined in the Sahara. In southeast
Africa, Great Zimbabwe was known
for its gold, copper, and ivory.

The Islamic empire spread from
the Middle East into North Africa
during the 7th century and Muslim
kings gradually came to rule in several
of Africa’s powerful empires and
kingdoms. Islam had a big impact
on African culture and architecture.
Construction began on many palaces
and mosques, and Muslim scholars
founded places of learning, such as
schools, libraries, and universities.
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A MAJOR AFRICAN EMPIRES

There were bundreds of different African cultures during this period,
but some of the largest were the empires of Ghana and Mali in West
Africa, Great Zimbabwe in the southeast, and the Zagwe Kingdom
and Kilwa Sultanate on the eastern coast.
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V¥ KILWA SULTANATE

The Kilwa Sultanate was centered on Kilwa, an island off the
coast of modern-day Tanzania. At its beight between the 12th
and 15th centuries, the Sultanate traded as far as China,
India, and Sri Lanka. The gold trade and its strategic position
made Kilwa the most powerful place on the Swabhili coast.

KILWA COINS



<4 GREAT ZIMBABWE

The city of Great Zimbabwe was the
capital of the mighty Kingdom of Zimbabwe,
which flourished between the 11th and
15th centuries. The city grew ri

the gold trade, and. its ruins are some of the
oldest and largest in Southern Africa.

The impressive Great Enclosure (left) is
thought to have been the royal palace.

:
4 ~ MANSA MUSA b

The Mali Empire reached its height
during the reign of Mansa Musa |
(reigned 1312-1337) who developed
cities such as Timbuktu

and transformed the

kingdom into

an important

center of

learning.

Musa was

known for his

incredible

wealth.

MALI EMPIRE Vv
FACT : The vast empire of Mali in West Africa
Griots originated \ was established around 1235. It became
. . . . Jamous for the immense wealth of its
in the empire of Mali in rulers. The original Great Mosque of
the 13th century. They told Djenné, a symbol of the empire’s
tales of births, marriages, ' imporiance, was allowed to fall into
deaths, and battles and still ruin after the fall of the empire in the
keep traditions alive today : 17th century. It was rebuilt in 1907.
as storytellers, musicians,

X X Djenné’s mosque is
and oral historians. ;

the world'’s largest
mud-brick structure.

A ZAGWE DYNASTY

The Christian Zagwe Dynasty ruled northern parts
of modern-day Ethiopia and Eritrea belween the
12th and 13th centuries. The kingdom was centered
around Roba (now called Lalibela in Ethiopia),
where they built rock-hewn churches, including
the church of Bet Giyorgis (St. George).




1 Japanese castle
a S e S Himeji Castle
Where Hydgo, Japan

and fortresses

In feudal Japan, the shiro (castle)
was both a fortress and a

Defensive fortifications have been built throughout residence for the regional dainmyo

history all over the world. Most now lie in ruins, but (lord) and his army of samurai.
Himeji Castle—also known as

some still stand today. Castles and fortresses protected ,
the White Heron Castle due

against invaders, but they were also built as symbols to its elegance and height—
of power and dominance. is the largest castle in Japan.
Moated castle Inca citadel
Bodiam Castle Sacsaybuamdn

Where Sussex, England
When 14th century

The tall towers, thick walls, and wide moat of Bodiam
Castle make it an impressive statement of power. It was
built by a wealthy English knight, Sir Edward Dallingridge,
who made his fortune during the Hundred Years’ War

against France (see p.77).

Where Cusco, Peru
When 15th century

This citadel (hill fortress), built above the Inca capital of Cusco,
was also an important temple complex. Its massive walls were

made by quarrying vast stone slabs and pounding them so they

fitted tightly together without mortar.

Ethiopian fort
Fasil Ghebbi

Where Gondar, Ethiopia

When 17th century Arab-style dome

The fortress-city of Fasil Ghebbi was
built by the 17th-century Ethiopian
emperor Fasilides to be his permanent
capital. Inside the fortress are palaces,
churches, monasteries, and libraries.
The architecture is a mix of Arab,

Hindu, and European styles.
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The castle has
seven floors.

Indian hill fort

Gwalior Fort

Where Madhya Pradesh, India
When 15th century

This formidable fort sits on top of a 328-ft- (100-m-) high
sandstone hill. Built by the Tomar Dynasty, which ruled parts
of central India, the fort changed hands many times over the
following centuries. It was even used as a prison by the Mughal

emperor Akbar.

Domed towers line
the fort walls.

Moroccan kasbah
Telouet Kasbah

Where Morocco, Africa
When 19th century

Kasbabh is the Arabic word for a citadel or
fortress. High up in the Atlas Mountains of
North Africa, the Telouet Kasbah was strategically
located on the caravan route between the Sahara
Desert and the cities of Morocco. It was built by
the head of a local tribe, the Glaoua, who had

grown rich from trading in salt and saffron.

Star fort

Fort Bourtange

Where Groningen, Netherlands
When 16th century

Fort Bourtange was built during the Dutch War of
Independence against Spanish rule. The defenses at each
corner (bastions) jutted out from the central fortress in the
shape of a star, giving guards a good view of an attack.

Converted to a village in 1851, the fort is now a museum.




The Mongol Empire

The Mongols were made up of many nomadic tribes who lived

in the grasslands of Central Asia. They were often at war with each
other. In the early 13th century, these tribes were united under the
leadership of the Mongol chief Genghis Khan. He formed a powerful
army and conquered vast areas of Asia and Europe, creating one

of the largest empires in history:.

For centuries before the empire was While their conquests were violent,

established, the Mongols raided towns the Mongols brought peace and

and villages in northern China. After
uniting the Mongols, Genghis Khan
had a huge and powerful army under
his command. Turning his attention
back to China, in 1211 Genghis
launched a campaign against the

Jin Dynasty, and by 1215, he had

stability to the regions they controlled.
This was known as Pax Mongolica
(“Mongol Peace”). The Mongols did
not rule directly. The conquered
kingdoms had to pay large taxes to the
empire and in return were allowed to
rule their own territories. The Mongol

GENGHIS KHAN A
Born as Temiijin in modern-day Mongolia,
Genghis Khan (reigned 1206—1227) took

his name (which means “universal ruler”)
after uniting the Mongols in 1206. He was
a fearsome warrior and brilliant military
tactician who often succeeded in battle
even when bis armies were outnumbered.

captured Beijing. Soon the Mongol Empire reached its greatest extent
under Genghis Khan’s grandson,
Kublai Khan. After his death in 1294

the empire went into decline.

army began pressing west, conquering
territory across Central Asia and into
Eastern Europe.
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SIEGE OF BAGHDAD
Led by Genghis Kban'’s
grandson Hulagu Khan, the
Mongols attacked Baghdad (in
modern-day Iraq), the capital
of the Abbasid Caliphate, in
1258. In a 13-day siege, the
Mongol army killed hundreds
of thousands of residents.
Baghdad’s famous library,

the House of Wisdom, was
also completely destroyed.
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THE EMPIRE »
At its peak, the Mongol Empire covered an area i
of 9 million sq miles (23 million sq km). The EUROPE
empire was divided into four parts by the end of S
the 13th century—the Yuan Dynasty, which ] '

YUAN

ruled China, the Khanate of the Golden Horde
in eastern Europe, the Chagatai Kbhanate DYI_“WASTY
comprising modern-day Afghanistan and A
northwest India, and the Il-Khanate, which Khanbaliq e
covered Persia (modern-day Iran). Extending 3 . (Beijing)

west to east across the empire was the important
trade route known as the Silk Road.

-y

Luoyang

KEY
ey L\
Mongol homeland ¢.1206 | ’90/ ”44/47.5 L\c\(\.\k“h i CHINA
Greatest extent of Mongol Empire ¢.1294 *= { :9 p/a " S /"’78 layas
Khanate borders ==
ARABIA INDIA

The Silk Road ==

v KUBLAI KHAN
Kublai Khan (reigned
1260-1294) completed his
grandfather’s conquest of
China and founded the
Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368),
making Khanbaliq (modern-
day Beijing) bis capital. He
encouraged trade along the Silk
Road and was tolerant to
foreign religions such as
Buddbhism and Islam.

<4 MONGOL WARRIORS
The Mongol army was made up of skilled
warriors who fought on bhorseback, and
were taught from a young age how to
use a bow and arrow. They were
known for their speed and
aggression and attacked in
large groups, overwhelming
their enemies with ease.
& Riders could travel many
% miles a day across deserts
and mountains.

@ @

y A
SORGHAGHTANI BEKI TIMUR THE CONQUEROR ¥
Timur (reigned 1370-1405) was a ruthless military leader
The youngest daughter-in-law of Jfrom Central Asia who dreamed of rebuilding Genghis Khan'’s
Genghis Khan, Sorghaghtani (1190 vast empire. After gaining control of the Chagatai Khanate, he
' - . Jounded the Timurid Empire in 1370, and went on to conquer
1252) served as an advisor to his a vast area that stretched from modern-day Turkey to
successors and became one of the northern India. He is buried in the Gur-e-Amir
most powerful women in the empire. tomb (below) in bis capital city of

Samarkand, Uzbekistan.

She encouraged the expansion of
trade, and influenced decisions so
that all four of her sons eventually
came into power.

The roof of the
mausoleum is covered
in a mosaic of blue tiles.




Money through

the ages

From shells and grain to paper notes and credit cards, money

has taken many different forms during the thousands of

years that humankind has been using it. Even today, money

continues to evolve, with brand new digital currencies on the

rise, and electronic payments starting to overtake physical

cash in many parts of the world.

Barter system
Direct exchange of goods

Where Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq)
When c.60008ce

Before the invention of money itself,
people often directly exchanged items

of the same value. For example, if one

tribe had more grain than they needed,
they could swap it with another that
had cloth to spare. Evidence suggests
that Mesopotamian tribes used barter
systems 8,000 years ago.

Early banking

Grain bank

Where Mesopotamia
When c¢.30008ce

The Mesopotamians devised an early
form of banking. Grain, precious
stones, and other items of value were
kept at temples and royal palaces for
safekeeping. These items could then
be “withdrawn” at a later time.

Early currency
Shells

Where China
When c. 15008ce

Long before the introduction of coins,
people in ancient China used cowrie
shells as currency. They were ideal
because of their small size, which
made them easy to transport, and
their strength. Replicas made from
other materials such as bone, lead,
copper, or stone were also used.




Early coins
Lydian coin

Paper currency
Song paper money

Where China
When 11th century ct

Where Lydia (modern-day Turkey)
When c.6008ct

The earliest known coins were Under the Song Dynasty, China

minted by people from the ancient issued jiaozi—the world’s first
kingdom of Lydia. The coins were paper money. Though the paper
made from a mixture of gold and had no value in itself, people were
silver called electrum and depicted willing to use jiadozi as money
a lion’s head. because they could be exchanged
for coins, made of gold or silver,

at any time.

Three men carry
sacks of grain in
this modern copy of
a Song-era jiaozi.
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Global currency
Pieces of eight

Where Spain
When 16th century

The Spanish dollar was the first international
currency, thanks to the reach of the extensive Spanish
Empire. Made from soft silver, Spanish dollars were
known as “pieces of eight” because they could be

cut up into eight pieces to make smaller change.

Borrowed money
Credit card

) Where US
When 1946

The first bank-issued credit card was the
Charg-It in 1946. Credit cards allow people
to purchase goods but pay for them at a
later date. It was only after banking was
computerized that debit cards, which took
money from the users’ bank accounts
instantly, were introduced.

Cryptocurrency
Bitcoin

Where Worldwide
When 2009

A type of digital-only money,
cryptocurrency such as Bitcoin is
controlled by its users and an
algorithm (a set of computer rules)
rather than by governments. It allows
users to safely make payments or

store money without using a bank.
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The main temple stood
I e zs- Z t e C S in the center of the city.

Starting out as a nomadic tribe, the Aztecs settled

in the Valley of Mexico in the 1300s and went on to
conquer a vast empire. They did not rule conquered
lands directly. Instead, they forced the people to send
annual tribute (payment in goods) to the Aztec capital,
Tenochtitlan. The Aztecs called themselves Mexica,
which is how Mexico got its name.

The Aztecs built Tenochtitlin on practiced ceremonial human A CAPITAL CITY
Tenochtitldn was the largest city of the

marshy islands in the middle of sacrifice. Prisoners were sacrificed ; : g
Americas before the arrival of Europeans.
Lake Texcoco (in central Mexico). to the god of war, Huitzilopochtli 1t had bundreds of temples and a palace
They created chinampas (plots of (Blue Hummingbird). said to have 300 rooms. The Aztecs built
fertile land) on the shallow lake Between 1519 and 1521, the Aztecs causeways to connect its islands to the
. . mainland, and created a network of
where they grew maize and beans. were conquered by the Spanish . .
canals, which they navigated by canoe.
Warfare was an important part (see pp.112-113), who built a The above plan of the city was made
of Aztec culture, and they fought new capital, Mexico City, on by the Spanish in 1524.
partly for economic reasons. The top of Tenochtitlan.

tribute from captured areas supplied
Headgear made
of feathers from

a quetzal bird

their city with wealth, such as jade,
gold, and animal skins. War also had
a religious purpose, as the Aztecs

RELIGION »

The Aztecs worshipped many

gods. As farming was vitally

important, they prayed to

nature deities to ensure
rich harvests every year.
Xipe Totec (right) was the
god of spring. His clothes
represent the new layer
of vegetation that
arrives in spring.

<4 WARFARE

Most men in the Aztec Empire
were trained to become
ferocious warriors. They used
Javelins and bows and arrows
as long-range weapons, and a
wooden club called maquahuitl
(left) for close combat. These
clubs were fitted with razor-
sharp blades made from a rock
called obsidian along their sides.




The Incas

In the 12th century, the Incas established their kingdom in the highlands of
modern-day Peru. The Inca Empire grew from around 1430 to cover a vast
portion of the Andes mountains. At its peak, it extended for 2,200 miles
(3,500km), and included 12 million people. Between 1532 and 1572,
the Inca Empire was gradually conquered by Spanish invaders.

Rich civilizations existed in Peru long
before the Incas, including the Chimu
Empire, who made beautiful pottery
and metalwork. They were conquered
by the Incas in the 1460s.

The Inca Empire was ruled by an
emperor, who was called the Sapa
Ina (sole lord). Beneath him, society
was highly organized with thousands
of officials and, under them, millions of
common people, who were weavers,
farmers, and builders. The Incas built
great structures out of enormous
blocks of stone that were so well

_
Despite the Spanish conquest, many
features of Inca daily life continue today.
Many Indigenous communities still
weave colorful textiles from alpaca

and llama wool using a traditional loom,
as they have for thousands of years.

PERUVIAN
WEAVER

made, they could withstand
earthquakes. They built flat terraces
for farming on mountainsides, and
dug water channels to irrigate them.
Llamas were used to carry soil up
from the valley to fill the terraces.
The Incas also built a network
of stone roads around 24,000 miles
(40,000km) in length. As well as
transporting armies and goods, they
were used by official messengers
called chasquis (fast runners who
traveled in relay). Many of these
roads are still in use today.

Flat terraces for
growing crops

KEEPING RECORDS A

The Incas had no written language,
but kept records on a device made of
lengths of knotted string called a quipu.
The colors of the string, and the
position, size, and number of knots
provided details such as livestock
Jfigures and tax payments.

MACHU PICCHU v
No other people built settlements as high
up in mountains as the Incas. At 7,972ft

(2,430m) above sea level, the ancient city

of Machu Picchu was built around
1450 for the emperor, Pachacuti. It
was abandoned around a century
later; after the Spanish invasion,
and only rediscovered in 1911.
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From the 15th century, Europeans were
inspired by a newfound curiosity that
led to major scientific discoveries and
developments in art. Europeans
embarked on voyages of exploration,
and eventually built overseas empires
to rival older civilizations that continued
to flourish in the Middle East, China,
and India. These new empires were
built on the exploitation of Indigenous
people that lived in these regions, as
well as millions of enslaved Africans.



1450-1750

Ming China

The Ming Dynasty came to power in China in 1368, ending

almost a century of rule by Mongol invaders. The new dynasty

set about reviving ancient Chinese customs and traditions,

and is known for its encouragement of the arts and culture

as well as its large-scale building projects.

Under the Ming, the empire was
largely peaceful, helped by a smooth
transition of power from one emperor
to the next. However, Ming rulers
were always under threat of invasion.
Hongwu, the first Ming emperor, built
up an army of more than one million
soldiers and set up the world’s largest
naval dockyards in Nanjing. From
the mid-1400s onward, renewed
threats of a possible Mongol invasion
from the north encouraged the Ming
emperors to rebuild the ancient
Great Wall.

< MING PAINTING

Painting in the Ming era revived the style

of the earlier Song Dynasty but with more
use of color and calligraphy. Landscapes,

Slowers, and birds were all popular subjects.

Although the Ming rulers were
distrustful of their neighbors, they
allowed increasing contact with
European powers. Traders brought
new crops from the Americas, such
as maize and potatoes, as well as
chile peppers.

By the start of the 16th century,
the Ming faced a new threat from the
Manchu people to the northeast,
who had united and threatened to
invade. Widespread famine, floods,
and plague seriously weakened
support for Ming rule. In 1644, an
army of peasant rebels seized Beijing.
The Ming took help from the
Manchus to fight the rebels. But
the Manchus captured Beijing for
themselves, and established a new
dynasty—the Qing.



THE GREAT WALL

During the Ming era, the Great Wall of China was
expanded and strengthened against invasions from

the north. Ming emperors rebuilt more than 3,890 miles
(6,260km) of the wall. New techniques allowed the

wall to be reinforced with battlements, watchtowers,
and fortresses. It is these Ming defenses that are still
visible today.

Blue dragon design on a
Ming era porcelain jar

ZHENG HE ti

Zheng He (1371—c. 1433) was an
explorer who led seven expeditions
to Southeast Asia,
India, and along the
East African coast.
He commanded

up to 30,000 soldiers
and his vast
wooden ships
were among
the largest
ever built
at the time.

<4 PORCELAIN

' In an effort 1o bring back old traditions, the first Ming
emperor reestablished the imperial porcelain factory in 1369,
which had been founded by the Song Dynasty. The factory
refined old techniques and styles, especially the blue-and-white
porcelain. This distinctive pottery became famous across the world
and was often given away by the imperial family as gifis.

THE FORBIDDEN CITY »
In 1406, Emperor Yongle ordered
the construction of a new palace
complex in Beijing, which was

to become his new capital. The
complex was divided into two
parts: the inner court was used by
the imperial family, and the outer
court was used by the emperor
and bis officials. As access to the
complex was restricted, it became
known as the Forbidden City.

The northern gate, or

MAJOR EVENTS “Gate of Divine Might”
1368 14021424 1425-1435 1449 1644
Zhu Yuanzhang . Emperor Yongle orders Emperor Xuande puts down Emperor Zhengtong Emperor Chongzhen,

the reconstruction of
China’s Grand Canal.
Once the Forbidden City
is complete, he moves
the capital to Beijing.

seizes power from

the Mongols and
establishes the new
Ming Dynasty, reigning
as Emperor Hongwu.

rebellions in the empire
and tries to stop corruption
among officials. His reign
sees a high point in making
blue-and-white porcelain.

is captured by the
Mongols after defeat in
battle. The event leads
to the rebuilding of the
Great Wall.

the last Ming ruler,
dies in 1644. The Ming
Dynasty is overthrown
by the Manchus.
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1450-1750

Great African
kingdoms

Between the 15th and 18th centuries, great kingdoms
continued to flourish across Africa. The expansion
of trade networks brought considerable wealth, and
the architecture and artworks that survive from this
time are evidence that the continent was home to

many rich cultures.

Several African kingdoms grew rich
as a result of the continent’s booming
trade networks, which expanded as
far as Europe, Asia, and the Americas.
The trading strategy in each kingdom
was different. Some rulers focused on
controlling regional trade, while others
dominated the growing international
networks. There was the centuries-old
trade across the Sahara Desert as
well as the emerging Atlantic trade
with Europeans, which included the
exchange of gold, ivory, salt, and
enslaved people (see pp.132-133).
The great wealth of these African
kingdoms meant that money could
be spent on improving the kingdom

QUEEN MOTHER IDIA b

Queen Mother Idia
was an important
figure in the
wealthy Kingdom
3 of Benin, in
modern-day
Nigeria. She was
the mother of the
Oba (king) and
she helped her
son defeat

his enemies.
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FACT
Timbuktu, the
capital of the Mali
Empire, was an important
religious, educational, and
trading center. In 1500, its
population of 100,000
included scholars, artists,
and scientists.

itself. Some kingdoms used their
wealth to equip, organize, and
train their military forces, to allow
them to conquer neighboring
countries and extend the
boundaries of their empires.
This greater military might
also protected them from
attempts at colonization,
as Europeans began to
take more of an
interest in the
resources of
the continent.

Small brass
soldiers surround
the central figure
of military
commander
Ebenua.

BENIN EMPIRE »
Art flourished in the
Kingdom of Benin and
these round “‘ikegobo”
(altars to the hand)
were madle to celebrate
a person’s chievements.
This one was created to
bonor the beroism of
Ebenua, an 18th-century
military commander who
served under Oba Akenzua I.



SONGHAI EMPIRE A

The Songhai Empire was one of West Africa’s most
powerful states. This tomb was built by Emperor Askia
Mobammed in his capital Gao, in modern-day Mali.
Gao’s location on the Niger River allowed the empire to
take control of the gold trade across the Sahara Desert.

KINGDOM OF KONGO »

At its beight, the Kingdom of Kongo, in present-
day Angola, was the most powerful state in
western Central Africa. The Kongo formed

an alliance with the Dutch. Here the King

of Kongo can be seen receiving Dutch
ambassadors in 1642.

D »
ELAFRIQuE . | <4 KINGDOM OF MUTAPA

i s o The vast southern African Kingdom
of Mutapa spanned present-day
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Mozambique, and
South Africa. The kingdom grew wealthy
trading gold and ivory to Islamic
merchants on the East African coast,
but civil wars led to its decline and
the Portuguese took control in 1629.

A 17TH-CENTURY MAP OF THE
KINGDOM OF MUTAPA, ALSO
KNOWN AS MONOMOTAPA

ASANTE EMPIRE »

Located in what is now modern-day Ghana,
the Asante Empire was a thriving center of art
and trade. The empire grew rich trading gold,
ivory, and enslaved people. It was so rich that
it earned the title “Kingdom of Gold,” and
gold dust was even used as currency.
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1450-1750

The Ottoman
Empire

Named after its founder, a warrior named Osman Ghazi,
the Ottoman Empire began as a small state in Anatolia
(in modern-day Turkey) in around 1300. From the 14th
to the 16th centuries, it was one of the most powerful
kingdoms in the world, extending into the Arabian
Peninsula, North Africa, and across large parts of
Europe. It was known for its military might and
advancements in science and arts. The Ottoman
Empire lasted until the early 20th century.

GREAT SULTANS

Murad | expands the Ottoman Empire by capturing most of the Balkans,
aregion in southeastern Europe. He moves the empire’s capital city to
Adrianople, which he renames Edirne. In 1389, he is killed by a Serbian
knight after the Battle of Kosovo.

Under Sultan Mehmed I, better known as Mehmed the Conqueror, the
Ottoman army captures Constantinople in 1453, ending the Byzantine
Empire. Constantinople is now known as Islambol (later Istanbul), and
becomes the Ottoman capital.

K Selim|, also known as Selim the Grim, forces his father to give up the throne,
EI and kills his brothers to become sultan. He then defeats the Safavid Empire
&N inPersia and the Mamluk Sultanate of Egypt. The Ottoman Empire becomes
< the most powerful empire in the Islamic world.

The empire reaches its fullest extent under
Suleiman |, also called “the Magnificent.”
He promotes science, literature, art, music,
and architecture, and brings the whole of his
empire under a single system of law.

SULEIMAN I

JANISSARY GUARDS »

The Janissary were elite soldiers who came out of the Devshirme

system set up by Sultan Murad I. In this system, young Christian boys
[from conquered territories were converted to Islam and then trained

as soldiers. Janissaries were loyal only to the sultan and formed bis
protective guard. They also protected frontier towns from outside attacks.
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A GYEONGBOKGUNG PALACE
Gyeongbokgung was the largest and most
important of five royal palaces built in the
city of Seoul, then known as Hanseong,
during the Joseon Dynasty. Built in 1395, the
palace was home to Joseon kings as well as
the government. It was destroyed during

the Imjin War with Japan, but was restored
and rebuilt in the 19th and 20th centuries.

FACT
Joseon Korea
had a strict class

system. People were born
into one of four classes—

yangban (landowner),

chungin (middle class),
sangmin (commoner), or

cheonmin (lowborn). /

SEJONG THE GREAT

Sejong the Great (reigned 1418-1450)
was the fourth Joseon ruler. He
created the Hangul script that made
it easier for everyone to read and
write Korean. He also promoted
science and technology, which led
to many inventions.
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Korea’s Joseon

Dynasty

The Joseon Dynasty ruled over the Korean Peninsula
(modern-day North Korea and South Korea) from 1392-1910.
During this time, Korea went through a golden age of

culture and learning as well as significant social change.

From 578cE until 668ck, ancient Korea
was ruled by three kingdoms. Then,
one of the three kingdoms, Silla, gained
control over the entire peninsula,
and stayed in power until 935. The
kingdom then briefly split, before
being reunified under the Goryeo
Kingdom for a period of 470 years.
The Goryeo Kingdom was
overthrown by General Yi Seong-gye,
who named his dynasty Joseon and
became its first king, taking the title
Taejo. The new dynasty
expanded its boundaries
and moved its capital
from Kaesong (in /|
modern-day North / l
Korea) to the city /
of Hanseong I/

The wooden

dragon head
bid a cannon
or burner that
released fire
or smoke.

(modern-day Seoul, the capital of
South Korea). Over the next 500 years,
the Joseon Kingdom went through
great changes. Neo-Confucianism—a
philosophy based on the traditional
teachings of the Chinese philosopher
Confucius—was promoted, and a strict
social class system was put in place.
The period also saw many important
advancements in literature, science,
and astronomy.
After several invasions from China
and Japan in the 16th and 17th
centuries, the kingdom entered a
period of isolation for nearly

= 200 years, and declined

in the late 19th century
as Japan gradually took
"T over control of Korea.

<« TURTLE SHIP

The geobukseon (turtle ship)
was designed by the Korean
admiral Yi Sun-sin in the
16th century. These armored
warships had a protective roof,
like a turtle shell, which was

covered with spikes. They were

also equipped with cannons.

Powered by up to 70
oarspeople, the ship could
turn quickly and achieve
bursts of bigh speed.



A ruler was dipped into the
Sunnel to measure rainfall.

Vv HANGUL

Until the mid-15th century, the Korean language
was written using classical Chinese characters, but
these were difficult to learn and only the educated
knew them. In 1446, the Hangul script became
the official Korean alphabet. It contained just

28 letters and was much easier to learn.

< RAIN GAUGE

During the reign of Sejong the Great, the
cheugugi rain gauge was invented and
distributed all across the kingdom. This
instrument helped people keep accurate
records of rainfall, which helped them
predict the weather and therefore improve
crop haruvests.

SHIN SAIMDANG »

Shin Saimdang was one of the most famous
Each quarter artists, writers, and calligraphers under the
of this wooden Joseon dynasty during the 16th century.
seal features a She painted nature scenes, particularly flowers
Hangul character. and insects. Two of her poems still survive,
but most examples of ber calligraphy
have been lost over the years.

0SLT-0SHT

IMJIN WAR
Japan twice invaded the Joseon Kingdom in the 1590s, in a
conflict known as the Imjin War. Early in the conflict, the Japanese
laid siege to the fortress at Busan (below), killing 8,000 Koreans.
The war ended when the Japanese withdrew in 1598.
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1450-1750

The European
Renaissance

In the late medieval period, dramatic changes took place in European
society, which had remained relatively unchanged for hundreds of
years. New ways of thinking led to a great blossoming of culture

and art. This period, lasting from the 14th to the late 16th centuries,

is known as the Renaissance (meaning “rebirth”).

In the 14th century, contact with
other cultures and the rediscovery

of ancient texts influenced artists and
thinkers. They reacted against the
narrow teachings of the Church and
developed a new philosophy called
humanism, which valued knowledge

gained through learning and experience.

The Renaissance began in Florence
and other city-states of northern Italy.
Painters and sculptors abandoned the
flat style of medieval art in favor of
depicting subjects in a more lifelike
way. Rich people, eager to show off
their status, began sponsoring works
of art in these new styles. This led to
advances in architecture, literature,
science, and other areas.

LORENZO DE’ MEDICI

Lorenzo de’ Medici (1449-1492)
was the most powerful man in
Florence at the height of the Italian
Renaissance. Known as “Lorenzo
the Magnificent,” he used his vast
wealth, earned from
banking, to support
great artists such
as Michelangelo
and Sandro
Botticelli.
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By the 15th century, Renaissance ideas
had spread across Europe, helped by
the development of the printing press,
which introduced both new works and
the writers of the ancient world to
many more people. The Renaissance
movement marked the end of

the medieval world, and laid the
foundations for the modern world.

<4 NEW ARCHITECTURE
Renaissance architects found
inspiration in the buildings of ancient
Greece and Rome, which often had
elegant domes and columns. Designed
in 1418, the dome of Florence
Cathedral was the largest to be built
in western Europe since Roman times.

RENAISSANCE WOMEN v

Despite the new ways of thinking,
Renaissance women were expected. to stay
at home. They were given little opportunity
to study, though some who had privileged
backgrounds became poets and writers.
An Italian noblewoman, Sofonisba
Anguissola, was one of the few successful
Jfemale Renaissance artists. She painted this
portrait of ber sisters playing chess in 1555.




The arm span
is the same as the
Sigure’s beight.

FACT
In 1543, Polish
- astronomer Nicolaus
, " Copernicus proved that Earth
revolves round the sun, rather
than the other way around—
a major breakthrough in
our understanding
of the universe.

A VITRUVIAN MAN

The notebooks of Italian
Renaissance artist and scientist
Leonardo da Vinci were filled
with brilliant sketches and designs for
inventions ahead of their time, such
as a belicopter-like flying machine. He
made this drawing, called Vitruvian
Man, to illustrate the “perfect”
proportions of the human bod)y.

' | R, bl 3 I e
A THE RENAISSANCE SPREADS
From Italy, the Renaissance spread out across northern Europe. Monarchs
such as King Francis I of France (reigned 1515-1547) invited Italian
artists to work for them. The Chdteau de Chambord (above) was built by
Francis I to display bis wealth and power. It included Renaissance features
in its design, some of which may bave been the work of Leonardo da Vinci.

e e A

A USING PERSPECTIVE

Renaissance artists developed new techniques to make
their paintings appear more natural, including the use
of perspective to give the illusion of distance. This view of
a city, called The Ideal City, is painted on a flat surface,
but it appears to have depth as the buildings in the
background become smaller and seem further away
from the viewer.

|

DECORATIVE ARTS

Artists and craftworkers produced beautiful objects to
decorate the villas and palaces of the wealthy, including
bronze and marble sculptures, ceramics, jewelery, and
fine metalwork. Decorative objects were often displayed
in cabinets to show off the taste of the collector.

GOLD VESSEL FOR
HOLDING SALT

Neck carved
entirely out

of wvory __,

TERRA-COTTA
WALL DECORATION
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The written word

Humans have used spoken language for hundreds of thousands of
years, but it was only around 5,000 years ago that writing was invented.
Since then, people have created writing systems such as alphabets,

as well as tools that allow us to write things down.

LGN A QI PAL A

Picture words
Egyptian hieroglyphs

Where Egypt
When c¢.33008cE to ¢. 394 ce

Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics
(see p.20) used around 1,000
different pictures to represent

<3
|

words, sounds, and objects.
They fell out of use around
400ce and remained a mystery
until the discovery of the
Rosetta Stone in 1799. This

stone contained a text written

LTI

in three languages: ancient

-
.
—

Greek, hieroglyphics, and an
ancient Egyptian script.
Scholars used the Greek

to work out the meaning

=3

of the hieroglyphs.

Early alphabet

Phoenician alphabet

Where Phoenicia (modern-day Lebanon)
When c.1200—c.9008cE

While earlier civilizations invented
writing systems that had hundreds of
symbols and signs, the Phoenicians (see
p.36) developed a simple alphabet, in
which each symbol represented a single
sound. It had 22 letters, which stood for
consonants, and was the ancestor of all
modern European alphabets.
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Record taking

Cuneiform

Where Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq)
When c¢.32008cE to . 75¢E

The Sumerians of southern
Mesopotamia (see p.16) invented

a writing system to keep track of
business transactions. They used a
sharpened reed to make indents of
different shapes on a tablet made

of wet clay. This writing

system is now known
as “cuneiform,”
meaning
“wedge-
shaped.”

Writing material
Paper

Where China
When c.105¢cE

By the 2nd century ck, papyrus (made from a
reedlike plant) and parchment (made from
animal skins) had long been used as writing
materials, but they were expensive and
decayed over time. The
Chinese invented a
writing material
made from the pulp
of plants, such as
bamboo. The new
material, paper, was
cheap and strong,
and could be mass

produced easily.

1. Collecting
bamboo

2. Cutting | 4. Laying the paste
bamboo

Lost symbols
Indus script

Where Indus Valley, modern-day Pakistan
When c.2600—c. 19008cE

Discovered at archaeological sites
in modern-day Pakistan, the Indus
script was created by the Indus Valley
Civilization (see p.32). The meaning
of the script has been lost, but experts
think that it was written from right

to left and had around 400

signs, representing

syllables or
whole words

3. Mashing it
1o a pulpy paste

5. Drying
out the paper

out on a board



Printing
Woodblock printing

Where China
When 7th century ce

The Chinese first used woodblock
printing to print on paper during the
Tang era (see pp.68-69). Wooden
blocks were carved with images or
words and then ink was applied.

A print was made by brushing

thin paper onto the block. In the
11th century, Chinese artisan

Bi Sheng created moving type by
carving letters onto clay. After being
baked hard, they were then
arranged on an iron frame and

ressed against an iron plate.
P 8 P Details from a page from the Buddhist Diamond Sutra

[from 868ck, the earliest-known printed manuscript

Movable type Writing machines
Printing press Dypewriter

Where Germany quickly, compared to scribes writing each Where US

When 1450 one out by hand. The printing press caught When 1868

on across Europe and its success meant

German inventor Johannes Gutenberg’s The first modern typewriter was

that knowledge and new ideas could be

printing press was a huge leap forward created by inventor Christopher Latham

shared far faster than ever before.
for communication. The machine Sholes and mechanic Carlos S Glidden.
perfected the technique of using Typewriters were faster than writing

movable type originally developed by things out by hand, and they remained

the Chinese and Koreans. It allowed popular for over a century until they

whole books to be printed incredibly were eventually replaced by electronic

word processors and computers.

2. Paper is placed
bere and pulled

over the letters. 3. The press

pushes

the paper
down onto
the letters.

1. Ink is applied
to letters with
ink balls.

107

0SLT-0S¥T



1450-1750

A HENRY THE NAVIGATOR
Prince Henry of Portugal earned
bimself the nickname “Henry the
Navigator,” despite never setting off

on any voyages himself. He funded
expeditions from Portugal to explore
the West African coast, which was then
unknown to Europeans. For them, these
Journeys kick-started the era sometimes
called the Age of Exploration.

SAILING ESSENTIALS

New inventions and technologies made the
Age of Exploration possible. The Portuguese
developed small, fast, and powerful ships
called caravels to explore the vast oceans.

Navigational instruments such as the
astrolabe and backstaff helped sailors
figure out their location while at sea.

;ALF..

MODEL OF CARAVEL

108

Furopean
expansion

Since ancient times, Europeans had been aware of the regions
surrounding the Mediterranean, as well as parts of Asia and
North Africa. But in the 15th century, they began to set their
sights on places farther afield, taking to the open seas to find
what lay beyond the edges of their maps.

Triangular sails

/ allowed the ship
to “tack” (zigzag

There were many reasons for the
European yearning for exploration,
but, at least to begin with, seizing
foreign lands was not one of them.
Expensive goods such as silk and
spices arrived overland from Asia,
and the first European expeditions
aimed to establish a faster, safer sea
route in order to expand trade.
However, as explorers began to
realize the abundance of resources
in the lands they visited, they started
seizing territory by force, often
using their superior weapons to
kill or enslave Indigenous people
living there.

ASTROLABE

Africa, Portuguese navigator Diogo
Cao discovered that the continent

A COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE

The first expeditions in the
mid-15th century began a

centuries-long campaign of
European expansion and
colonization. By the start
of World War I in 1914,
European nations had
conquered more than

80 percent of the land
on the planet, and the
effects of this violent
colonization are still

felt across the globe
today (see pp.172-173).

VOYAGES TO AFRICA »

During bis exploration of East

was bigger than Europeans had
previously thought. He erected
stone pillars called padrioes
(right) to mark his progress and
claim land. Later explorers to
Africa continued this custom.

/ into the wind).

Between 1492 and 1504, Italian explorer Christopher
Columbus made four voyages to the Americas,
establishing the first links of a connection between
Europe and the Americas. Fruits and vegetables such
as pineapples and sweet potatoes were shipped to
Europe, while livestock and crops such as wheat were
introduced to the Americas—as were deadly diseases
such as smallpox. The early trade of goods, ideas, and
diseases between the two regions was known as the
Columbian Exchange.




<4 REACHING BRAZIL
While sailing around
Africa to reach India in
1500, Portuguese explorer
Pedro Alvares Cabral’s fleet
was carried by the wind
Jurther west than intended,
and stumbled upon the
coast of South America. He
claimed the land—now
part of Brazil—for Portugal
before proceeding to India.

0SLT-0S¥T

TRAVELS OF DA GAMA »

Europe and India had traded with each other

since ancient times but the overland journey Q\

between them was long and expensive. At the

turn of the 16th century, Portuguese explorer
Vasco da Gama established a new sea route
JSfrom Portugal to India, sailing around Africa,

and then north across the Indian Ocean to reach

Calicut (modern-day Kozhikode) in India.

o 'y ‘|
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<4 REACHING AUSTRALASIA

Europeans first arrived in Australia in 1606, when
Dutch explorer Willem Janszoon set foot in the north of
what is now Queensland. In 1642, fellow Dutchman
Abel Tasman became the first European to reach
New Zealand, Tonga, and Fiji. His crew drew sketches
of the Maori warriors they encountered (left).

VOYAGES OF EXPLORATION
Thanks to their location on the western
edge of Europe close to Africa, many

ATLANTIC ASIA  European voyages of exploration set sail
NORTH =7 0CEAN EUROPE Srom either Spain or Portugal. Sailors
AMERICA ' ook would be at sea_for years at a time,
PORTUGAL _: — SPAIN traveling through uncharted and
unpredictable waters.
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HENRY VIII'S SIX WIVES

Catherine of Aragon, Henry's first
wife, gives birth six times but only
one child—Mary (later Mary [)—
survives infancy. Henry annuls
(cancels) their marriage in search
of a male heir.

1509-1533

While Henry's marriage
to Anne Boleyn produces
the future Queen
Elizabeth I, he has
her executed when
she does not
produce a son.

Jane Seymour bears Henry a male
heir to the throne, and is the only
queen to do so. She dies shortly
after their son Edward is born.

S The fourth woman to marry Henry

= is German-born Anne of Cleves.
Their marriage is annulled after
just six months.

& Catherine Howard, Henry VIII's fifth

= wife, suffers the same fate as Anne

é Boleyn. She is beheaded after she

= fails to bear him children during the
two years of their marriage.

Catherine Parr outlives Henry

but dies soon after him in 1548.

She writes a prayer book, becoming
the first woman in

England to publish a

book in English under

her own name.

CATHERINE
PARR'S PRAYERS
OR MEDITATIONS

The Tudors

The rule of the Tudor Dynasty began in 1485 when Henry Tudor
seized the throne of England by defeating King Richard III

of the rival Yorkist Dynasty in battle, and became Henry VIL.

The Tudors reigned for more than a century, until the death of

Elizabeth T in 1603. During this period, England grew in power

and influence, becoming richer than ever before, and enjoyed

an unprecedented flowering of culture and the arts.

The Tudors introduced important
changes that impacted all areas of life
in England. Wary of Yorkist rebellions,
Henry VII (reigned 1485-1509) seized
their lands and strengthened the
power of the monarchy.

His successor, Henry VIII (reigned
1509-1547) removed the authority
of the Catholic Church, appointing
himself the leader of a new Church
of England, which preached a form of
Christianity known as Protestantism.
He also built up the Royal Navy to
become one of the most powerful
naval forces in English history. Henry

< HENRY VIII
Although English monarchs ruled their
own land, they were answerable to
the supreme authority of the Pope in
Rome. When the Pope refused
to allow Henry VIII to divorce
bis first wife, Henry cut ties
with the Catholic Church. He
went on to close England'’s
monasteries, seizing their
lands and wealth for himself.
Although intelligent and
cultured, Henry was a cruel
king and had two of bis six
wives executed.

The globe represents
England’s dominance
in overseas trade
and exploration.

was succeeded by three of his children
in turn—Edward VI in 1547, Mary I in
1553, and Elizabeth I in 1558.
Elizabeth I was a strong ruler, and
during her reign England emerged
as a major power, rivaling Spain for
dominance in Europe. Elizabeth’s
reign was also an age of international
expansion, as explorers and merchants
ventured to the Americas and set up
colonies. Education improved and the
arts flourished, too, especially the
theater. Despite this, many people
lived in poverty and struggled to
afford food and clothing.




MARY I »

The eldest daughter of Henry VIII,

Mary I (reigned 1553-1558)
married Spain’s Catholic king,
Philip II, and restored the
Catholic faith in England. Her
reign was marked by violence
and bloodshed, and after
ordering the execution of

leading Protestants she became

known as “Bloody Mary.”

Vv ELIZABETH I
Dedicated and shrewd, Elizabeth I (reigned
1558-1603) established berself as a powerful
monarch who was highly respected by her
subjects. She reinstated Protestantism but was

a much more tolerant ruler than ber sister Mary.
Her reign was considered a golden age in
England. She never married, and without an
beir to the throne, Elizabeth’s

death in 1603 marked
the end of the Tudors.

Coin depicting Mary I,
commemorating her
marriage to Philip IT
of Spain

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE »
Still widely agreed to be the greatest
Jigure of English literature, William
Shakespeare wrote almost 40 plays,
including Hamlet, Macbeth, and
Romeo and Juliet. Many were
performed at the open-air

Globe Theatre in London (right).

1t burned down in 1613, but was
reconstructed in 1997 and still

puts on performances today.

A DEFEAT OF THE SPANISH ARMADA

In 1588, King Philip II of Spain sent a fleet of 130 ships—
the Spanish Armada—to invade England and overthrow
Elizabeth 1. This was the biggest threat England had faced
Jfor centuries, yet the English fleet triumphed after just an
eight-hour battle. This remarkable victory showcased the
country’s naval strength to the rest of Europe.

CHILD IN TIME

After King Henry VIl died in 1547, his
only son Edward VI took to the throne
at the age of nine.
The “Boy King”
suffered with ill
health and died
seven years later
in 1553.




A THE AZTECS AND CORTES
Spanish conquistador (conqueror) Herndn
Cortés arrived in Mexico in 1519. He made
alliances with Indigenous people, such as
the Tlaxcala, and with their belp was able
to capture the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan
(see p.92) after a 79-day siege in 1521. He
renamed the former center of the Aztec
Empire as Mexico City.

A CONQUEST OF THE MAYA
When the Spanish reached Central America
in the 16th century, instead of a single
Maya kingdom, they found an alliance
of multiple cities scattered around the
Yucatdan Peninsula. This meant that

the invaders had to fight individual
strongholds to bring the Maya under their
control. The conflict lasted 170 years

and only ended in 1697 when the last
Maya city—Tayasal in modern-day
Guatemala—uwas defeated.
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Conquest of
the Americas

When Europeans first traveled to the Americas in the late

15th century, Indigenous cultures thrived in modern-day Mexico

and Central and South America. Stories of their wealth soon

reached Europe, and Spanish explorers flocked to the new

lands. They invaded these territories, ultimately leading to the

collapse of the Indigenous civilizations.

By the 16th century, Indigenous
cultures such as the Aztecs and
Inca (see pp.92-93), and Maya (see
pp-38-39) had developed sophisticated
civilizations. However, they were not
prepared for the European invaders,
who arrived armed with guns, wearing
armor, and riding horses. An even
bigger threat came from new diseases
brought into the Americas from
Europe, such as smallpox, that
killed hundreds of thousands.

The Spaniards made use of internal
rivalries to conquer Mexico and other
parts of the Americas with Indigenous

support. Once the native populations
had been defeated, the Spanish set
about colonizing the conquered lands.
The Spanish government introduced
a system called encomienda, in
which conquered Indigenous laborers
worked for the settlers, and were
taught the Christian faith. Spanish
settlers took advantage of this
arrangement, treating the Indigenous
workers horribly. The system only
lasted a few decades in some places,
but was not abolished throughout
the Spanish Empire until the late
18th century.



BARTOLOME DE F v NEW DISEASES

LAS CASAS Spanish invaders and settlers carried
mamny new diseases, such as smallpox,
influenza, measles, chickenpox, and
typhus, that spread quickly among
the Indigenous people of the Americas.
Since they bad no natural immunity

A Spanish missionary and historian,
Bartolomé de las Casas (c. 1474-1566)
was shocked at the cruel treatment of

the Indigenous people by Spanish to these diseases, many who got sick
colonists. Determined to stop this died. Almost 80 percent of the Aztec
exploitation, he documented itin a and Inca population died from such

diseases, which allowed the Spanish
to conquer the rest easily.

report to the Spanish king, Charles V.
As a result the
government made
laws that gave
some protection
to Indigenous
people.
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A ATAHUALPA

The last Inca emperor Atabualpa (reigned
1532-1533) was deeply respected by bis
people in Peru. In 1532, he agreed to hold
an interview with Spanish conqueror
Francisco Pizarro, at which the Spaniards
launched an unexpected attack. Atahualpa
was taken prisoner and later killed.

<« SPANISH SILVER

Although the Spanish came seeking gold,
they discovered the world’s largest supply
of silver in the mountains of Potosi (in
modern-day Bolivia). Huge quantities of
silver were taken to Spain to cover the
cost of the country’s wars in Europe. The

silver from Potosi was used to mint Spanish

dollar coins (left) called ‘“pieces of eight.”

Vv PORTUGAL AND BRAZIL

Portuguese explorer Pedro Alvares Cabral was on bis way to India
in 1500 when be accidentally found Brazil and claimed it for
Portugal (see p.109). This marked the start of extensive colonization
of Brazil by Portuguese seltlers. In 1549, the city of Salvador (below)
was established by the Portuguese as the first capital of Brazil.

A CHRISTIANITY

The colonization of the Americas involved bringing the
native people into the fold of the Catholic Church.
Indigenous practices and beliefs were not tolerated.
Their temples were either destroyed or replaced with
buildings such as this Jesuit church in Cuzco, Peru,
built on top of an Inca ceremonial building.
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The Satavids

In 1501, a 14-year-old boy called Ismail seized control

of Persia (modern-day Iran). Over the next 200 years, the
Safavid Dynasty he founded ruled over one of the greatest
empires to emerge from the region. At its height, the Safavid
Empire controlled large parts of Turkey, the Caucasus region
between Asia and Europe, and parts of western Asia.

The Safavids were followers of a with large mosques covered in
branch of Islam called Shia. This calligraphy and multi-colored tiles.
set them at odds with the followers Craftworkers and artists produced fine
of other branches of Islam, most metalwork, ceramics, and textiles,
notably the Sunni rulers of the which were in great demand in
Ottoman Empire, their rivals in the markets across Asia and Europe.
region. Rivalry between the two The empire reached its peak under
empires led to a series of wars. Shah Abbas I, but began declining
The Safavid Empire was located after his death in 1629. A century later,
along the Silk Road, the trade route in 1736, Shah Tahmasp II was deposed
that connected the Far East and by one of his military commanders and
Europe. The empire developed busy the dynasty’s rule came to an end.

ports and markets and grew rich by
charging foreign traders to use them.

Art and architecture flourished SHAH MOSQUE »
under Safavid rule. The shahs (kings) In 1590, Abbas I moved the capital of
ordered the building of grand cities, his empire to the city of Isfaban. The

new capital was rebuilt and filled

with buildings that displayed the
empire’s wealth. At its center was
the beautifully tiled Masjid-e-shah,
or Shah Mosque, which was the
tallest building in the city.

Roa. B4

A SHAH ABBAS 1

After its formation, the Safavid Empire
was frequently at war. The reign of the
[ifth shah, Abbas I, brought stability. He
set up a permanent army, reclaimed lands
lost in previous wars, encouraged trade,
and welcomed foreigners into bhis court.
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1623-1639

WARS WITH
THE OTTOMANS

A'land dispute leads to war between
the Ottomans and the Safavids. The
Ottomans emerge as victors, and
gain large parts of western Asia.

The Safavids are in chaos after the
death of the shah. Taking advantage,
the Ottomans attack and capture
Safavid territories in the Caucasus.

Led by Shah Abbas |, the Safavids
attack and regain territories in the
Caucasus and western Iran that
had been lost to the Ottomans.

In the final war between the two
empires, the Ottomans gain complete
control over the region now known
as Irag.

Mosaics of
colored tiles




A PERSIAN RUGS
During the Safavid period, carpet weaving

expanded to become an important industry. FACT
Carpets woven from silk and gold contained

a combination of flower and geometric Coffe.ehouses
patterns. They were exported to markets all were important
A THE SHAHNAMA over Europe, and even as far as China. ~ gathering places in Safavid
Safavid artists produced some of the finest Iran, where ordinary folk

illuminated manuscripts of the period. These
band-decorated books often contained
detailed paintings of scenes from folk or
bistorical stories. Tales from the Shahnama

met to smoke hookahs (water
pipes), drink coffee, and
listen to poets reciting

(Book of Kings), an epic poem by the Metal decorated their work.

10th-century Persian poet Ferdowsi, were with gold

very popular. The illustrations for these stories

linked the Safavid shabs to ancient Persian

rulers to make them appear as heroes. ;
ART AND CRAFTS ]

Safavid arts and crafts were inspired

by the work of the Ottomans and the
Chinese. The most well known are tiles
decorated with beautiful calligraphy or
using the haft-rangi (“seven-color”)
technique. Also popular were
Chinese-inspired blue and white
ceramics, woven carpets,

and intricate metalwork.

Honeycomb-like
ceiling design

CERAMIC
DRINKING VESSEL

CALLIGRAPHY ON THE MASJID-E-SHAH, ISFAHAN GLAZED DECORATIVE TILE
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Playing
games

Throughout history, humans have devised ways to
entertain themselves using objects such as cards,
counters, boards, and dice. Over millennia these
have evolved into the games we know today, from
traditional sets with simple rules and basic pieces,
all the way to modern electronic consoles with
advanced technology and lifelike interactive graphics.

Strategy game

Chess -
A
Where Asia =

When c.600ce

Many countries claim
to have invented chess
but one forerunner of

the game appeared in

India in the 7th century.

Over the centuries A

=

spread across the globe, becoming one of the most

chess has evolved and

popular strategy games. It is played with two players
who take turns to move 16 pieces to attack each
other’s king. The aim is to trap the king into

checkmate, so that it cannot move to safety.

Word game

Crossword

Where US P73y
When 1913 e

Pit and pebble ga

Mancala

Card game
Chinese playing cards

Where China
When 9th century ce

The earliest known playing cards
are believed to have originated in
China during the Tang Dynasty
(see pp.66-67), though how games
with these cards were played is not
known today. The modern pack of
52 playing cards, with hearts, spades,
diamonds, and clubs, developed much
later, in France during the 15th century.

Decorative cards were
made of flexible cardboard.

=]
SIlEE
2]

{

The first crossword puzzle was
published in the Sunday supplement

of the New York World newspaper.

any!

A series of written clues help the

player complete a grid of horizontal

i)

12 13
6 | 17

4

and vertical missing words. Crosswords

20 21

33 27

are not only entertaining, but also
expand vocabulary and aid
brain development.
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Where Africa and Asia
When 3000-10008ce

Among the world’s oldest games,
mancala is a fast-paced, two-player
game of skill and strategy
in which pebbles are
moved across a board
pitted with holes. The aim
of the game is to capture
the opponent’s pebbles. Different
versions of this game exist and the

rules and number of players can vary

Ancient board game
Royal Game of Ur

All seven of
these pieces
need to
move across
the board.

Where Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq)
When c.26008cE

Also known as the Game of Twenty Squares, the Royal Game

of Ur has players competing to move their pieces to the other
side of the board first, based on rolls of a four-sided dice. Many
versions of this board game have been discovered across eastern

across regions.

Tile-laying game
Mahjong

Where China
When c. 1850

The classic game of
mahjong challenges
four players to make
sets out of tiles
engraved with symbols
depicting Chinese characters,
circles, bamboo stalks, dragons,
winds, seasons, and flowers. The
winner is the person who scores
the most points based on their

final hand of tiles.

Role-playing game

Dungeons & Dragons

Where US
When 1974

The fantasy role-playing game
of Dungeons & Dragons invites
players to create fantastic stories
using their own imaginations. One
player is the Dungeon Master, who
runs the game and creates the world
of the story, while the other players
take on the role of heroes to go

on quests, battle monsters, and

find treasures.

Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa.

Modern board game
Monopoly

Where US
When 1904

US author Elizabeth Magie
created The Landlord’s Game to
explain the unfairness of the
property system, and the game
later inspired Monopoly. The
aim is to move around a board
buying up properties, while
trying to make opponents go
bankrupt. Modern versions of
Monopoly feature famous street

names from major cities.

Video game console
PlayStation

=orey

Where Japan / 0 \

When 1994

The first generation of home
computer consoles appeared
in the 1970s, but gaming

technology vastly improved

over the next few decades. In
1994, Sony released the PlayStation in Japan.
It made history as the first console to sell more
than 100 million units, bringing the joy of video
games to more people than ever before.
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The Reformation

In 1517, Martin Luther wrote his Ninety-Five Theses—a list of complaints against the

Catholic Church—and sent them to the Archbishop of Mainz. Luther was a German

monk and professor of theology, and his act of protest launched the Reformation, a

movement of religious change that permanently divided Christianity in Europe.

In the early 1500s, the Catholic
Church was the only branch of
Christianity in western Europe, as it
had been for 1,000 years. At its head
was the Pope in Rome, and under
him were bishops, priests, and
monks. The Church had religious
power over all men and women, from
kings to peasants. Some people,
however, were beginning to challenge
the Church’s authority. They accused
the Pope and other Church leaders of

greed and questioned their right to

decide how people worshipped
ULRICH ZWINGLI

God. Printed copies of the Theses

spread quickly across Europe,
Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) was

the leader of the Reformation in
Switzerland. He wanted
to simplify worship
and taught that the
Bible was God's
law. His ideas were
very influential.

winning widespread support. As
the Reformation grew, the Church
split in two, with Catholics on

one side and the reformers, who
called themselves Protestants, on the
other. Religious differences divided
the Protestants, too. For more than
100 years, a series of devastating
religious wars raged through much
of Europe.

<« SELLING INDULGENCES

In bhis Theses, Martin Luther accused
the Church of abusing the practice of
selling “indulgences,” certificates that
were supposed to reduce punishment
Jor sins in the afterlife. Luther is said
to bave nailed the Theses to a church
door in Wittenberg, Germany.

King Henry VIII hands out
copies of bis authorized version
of the Bible in English.

A TRANSLATING THE BIBLE

The early reformers translated the Bible—
believed to be the direct word of God—
Jfrom Latin into the common European
languages to make it available to all. A
copy of an English translation of the Bible
was placed in every church in England.




\

‘ \ <4 PEACE OF AUGSBURG
%« \ In Germamny, Holy Roman Emperor Charles 'V,
a devout Catholic, led the attacks against
Lutber. But many German princes became
Protestants. In an attempt to end this
=2 religious conflict, the Peace of Augsburg
J (1555) agreed that each German prince
was free to decide which religion bis
subjects should follow.

Seal of a
German ruler

COUNCIL OF TRENT A
Alarmed by the spread of
Protestantism, Pope Paul IT
gathered Catholic leaders to meet
several times between 1545 and
1563. This “Council of Trent”
launched the Counter
Reformation to strengthen the
loyalty of Church members.
Churches were built in an ornate
style and music was encouraged
to make worship more attractive.

CALVINISM »

By the 1550s, Prolestantism

bad split into two main
branches—Lutheranism,
vhich followed the ideas of
Luther, and Calvinism,
Jounded by Frenchman John
Calvin (right), who fled
Jfrom Catholic France to

Switzerland. The Calvinists

JSollowed a simpler, and stricter,

Jorm of worship than Lutherans.

Both Catholics and Protestants carried out
violent acts during the religious wars that
Jollowed the Reformation. The wars were
mainly fought in Germany, France, and the
Netherlands and did not come to an end until
1648. Catholic Spanish soldiers can be seen
here sacking the Protestant city of Antwerp

in the Netherlands in 1576.

Wi =3
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The Mughal Empire

When a warlord from Central Asia named Babur invaded northern India in the

early 1520s, he set the stage for one of the greatest empires the world had ever

seen. Over the next 300 years, the Mughal Empire he established conquered

much of modern-day Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh. By the

18th century, however, Mughal power had begun to decline.

Armed with matchlocks (early guns)
and powerful cannons, Babur and his
army had arrived in India searching
for a new kingdom. He overthrew the
unpopular Lodhi Sultanate in Delhi

in 1526 and established the rule of
the Mughals. After Babur’s initial
victories, his descendants extended
their empire across much of the
Indian subcontinent.

NUR JAHAN b

Royal women did not hold much
power in the Mughal court, but
Nur Jahan (1577-1645), was an
exception. The wife of
4 Emperor Jahangir, she
was a poet, a skilled
hunter, a diplomat,
and an art lover.
She advised her
husbhand and might
have even
made political
decisions on
Jahangir's
behalf.

MAJOR EMPERORS
1526-1530

After defeating the last Sultan of Delhi
at the first Battle of Panipat, Babur goes
on to gain more territory in northern India.
But his rule is unstable, and when he dies
he leaves a kingdom of fighting tribes.
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Under the Mughals, Islamic art and
culture flourished. Many of the grandest
monuments still standing in India and
Pakistan today date from Mughal times.

After the death of the sixth Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb in 1707, the
empire began to crumble. Shivaji, ruler
of the rival Marathas, was the first to
defeat the Mughal armies. Then came
the East India Company, a powerful
British trading corporation, with its
own private army. The British slowly
grabbed territory as their own until
they overthrew the last Mughal
emperor in 1857.

1530-1556

Soon after taking the throne, Babur's son
Humayun loses much of his kingdom and is
forced into exile in Persia. After 15 years,
he reclaims his empire with the help of the
Persians, but dies within a year of doing so.

FACT
y The official
(" language of the Mughal

court was Persian. Arabic
was used for religious prayer

and ceremonies while
.. Urdu came to be spoken
"\ by the intellectual elites,
. poets, and saints.

<4 MUGHAL
ARCHITECTURE

The Mughals built many
mayestic forts and beautifuil
tombs. Made of red
sandstone and white
marble, Humayun's Tomb
in Delbi is one of their most
elegant early monuments.

| Its architectural style, with
domes and arches, was
copied in later buildings,
such as the magnificent

1aj Mahbal, a tomb built

' by Shab Jaban for bis wife
Mumitaz Mahal.

1556-1605

Akbar is considered the greatest Mughal

emperor. He restores Mughal rule in the

territories lost by his father, promotes

art and culture, and encourages harmony
between Hindus and Muslims.
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SHAH JAHAN A
< MUGHAL TERRITORY The fifth Mughal emperor, Shab Jahan
The Mughals expanded into came to power in 1628. Music, art, and
neighboring independent kingdoms. architecture thrived under his rule, m a ,.gol‘den
The rulers of these lands were either age for Mu(.gbal. culture. In this p m'ntmg’,
defeated in battle, given a place in Shab Jaban sits in bhis durbar (court), with bis
the Mughal government, or macde son Aurangzeb saluting him on the left.

to sign peace treaties (agreements).
By the time of Babur’s great-great-

great-grandson, Aurangzeb, the
empire stretched from present-day

<4 FLORAL ART

Colorful designs showing flowers

A rg 2 ;a 4 Benaal Afghanistan to southern India. and animals were very popular in
¢ Mughal art, and were also used
in architecture, textiles, and
even jewelery. This 18th-century
i Mughal Empire pendant, worn around the neck,
INDIAN under Babur ) is inlaid with gold, pearls, and
OCEAN = Mughal Empire precious stones.
© under Aurangzeb
1605-1627 ¢ 1628-1658 : 1658-1707
Jahangir focuses on Shah Jahan executes his brothers During Aurangzeb’s reign, the Mughal
managing the empire. He to win the throne. His reign is Empire expands to its greatest extent.
permits the British to trade peaceful, and his passion for building However, it is plagued by rebellions,
in India, which leads to the leads to the creation of some of the and begins to decline after
eventual fall of the Mughals. : empire’s finest monuments. i Aurangzeb's death.

AURANGZEB
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The Scientific Revolution

In the 16th and 17th centuries, groundbreaking scientific discoveries and
developments revolutionized our understanding of the world. The Scientific
Revolution got underway when European thinkers—mostly men as women
were barred from studying—began to challenge the opinions of ancient

philosophers and the accepted beliefs of Christianity.
This gave rise to a new “scientific method,” based

on the principle that ideas need to be tested
with experiments to see if they are true.

Copernican revolution
Nicolaus Copernicus

Where Poland
When 1543

Our understanding of the universe was transformed by
Polish astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus, who argued that
the planets rotated around the sun. His revolutionary
ideas were published in the book On the Revolutions of
the Celestial Spheres, which sparked a lot of controversy
because they challenged the belief supported by the
Christian Church that Earth was the centre of the universe.

17TH-CENTURY DUTCH
ENGRAVING OF COPERNICUS’S
MODEL OF THE UNIVERSE

Human anatomy
Andreas Vesalius

Where Switzerland
When 1543

Physician Andreas Vesalius
thought that the only way to

understand the human body was
to see inside it. While studying in
Italy and Switzerland, he spent a lot
of time dissecting (cutting up) the
bodies of executed criminals and
made accurate drawings of what he
found. His illustrations were published
in On the Structure of the Human
Body, which revolutionized the study

of human anatomy.
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The sun is depicted
as the center of
the universe.

Compound microscope
Hans and Zacharias Janssen

Where Netherlands
When early 1590s

Dutch father and son Hans and Zacharias
Janssen found that looking through lenses
placed at both ends of a tube made objects
appear bigger. Although the magnification
of their pioneering compound microscope
(a microscope with more than one lens)
was limited, it was the first step in
opening up the invisible world

of microorganisms.




Galileo’s telescope
Galileo Galilei

Where ltaly
When 1593-1610

Italian astronomer Galileo Galilei was
the first person to use a telescope to
study the night sky. His observations

revealed spots on the sun, mountains

Scientific method
Francis Bacon

Where England
When 1620

An influential politician, English
philosopher Francis Bacon was also a
keen scientist. In his book New Method,
he argued that scientific knowledge
was key to improving human life, and
that the way to establish scientific facts
was by careful observation. His thinking
was the basis of the modern scientific
method, which uses

experiments to
make new

discoveries.

on the moon, and three of Jupiter’s
largest moons. They also proved
beyond doubt that Copernicus’s

theories were correct.

Mercury barometer
Evangelista Torricelli

Where Italy
When 1643

Italian physicist Evangelista Torricelli
invented the mercury barometer,
the first device that could accurately
measure atmospheric pressure—
the weight of all the air around us

in the atmosphere. Since this
pressure changes in different
weather conditions, the barometer
paved the way for future scientists to

develop accurate weather forecasts.

Boyle’s law
Robert Boyle

Where England
When 1662

Irish scientist Robert
Boyle developed an

air pump (right) to study
the behavior of gases.
This led him to discover
Boyle’s law, which explains
how adding pressure to gas
decreases its volume. Boyle’s
many discoveries, reached
through experimentation,
helped confirm his

status as the first

modern chemist.
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Laws of motion
Isaac Newton

Where England
When 1687

Celebrated English scientist Isaac
Newton was the first to explain

how gravity—the invisible force

that pulls everything toward the
center of the planet—works after
watching an apple fall from a

tree. He described it in his book
Mathematical Principles of Natural
Philosophy, along with his three
laws of motion, which explain
the forces that make
things move.



The Czardom
of Russia

When the Grand Prince of Moscow Ivan IV came to power in
1547, he took the title of “Czar of all Russia”—"“czar” meaning

1450-1750

“supreme ruler.” Over the next two centuries, Russia expanded

its borders and by the time Peter I was proclaimed the first

emperor of Russia in 1721, it covered a vast area that stretched

across Asia to the Pacific Ocean.

Ivan IV was one of the last monarchs
of the Rurik Dynasty, who had
established themselves as the rulers
of the region surrounding Kiev in
882ck and gradually expanded its
territory. When Ivan IV came to power,
he reformed local governments and
continued to grow the territory of the
Duchy of Moscow through military
campaigns. The Rurik Dynasty ended
when Ivan IV’s son Feodor I died in
1598. A period of chaos followed,
which ended when Mikhail Romanov
was crowned czar in 1613.

Though the Czardom of Russia was
large, it was effectively landlocked,
with access to the Baltic Sea

EVERYDAY LIFE I

In czarist times, the majority of
Russians were serfs—unfree people
who worked on the land for their
lords in return for a small amount of
produce. Like enslaved people, serfs
had very limited rights. Serfdom

was abolished in Russia in 1861.
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controlled by Russia’s enemy
Sweden. Successive czars sought

to expand Russian territory to the
sea to allow them to develop a
powerful navy and provide access
to international trade. In 1581, Russia
began the slow conquest of Siberia
in the east, and in the early 18th
century, military victories during the
reign of Peter I (“Peter the Great”)
and Catherine the Great gained
Russia access to the Baltic, Black,
and Azov Seas, greatly increasing
the power of the czardom.

V¥ EXPANSION OF RUSSIA

s St EF T &

A IVAN THE TERRIBLE

Ivan IV reigned from 1547 to 1584. In

the early days of his rule, be carried out
much-needed reforms such as setting up the
Sirst parliament, the Zemsky Sobor, and
revising the code of law. But later, he became
increasingly violent, massacring thousands
be suspected of being disloyal to him and
even killing his eldest son.

FACT
In 1698, in an

effort to modernize

society on the lines of
Western Europe, Peter the

Great introduced a tax
on beards and robes
to get his courtiers to
dress like Europeans.

From its beartland in eastern Europe, the Russian czardom expanded
east into Siberia from around 1600 onward, reaching the Pacific coast
in 1649. It also pushed south into Central Asia and the Caucasus,

and west into Swedish- and Polish-held territories.
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A THE TIME OF TROUBLES .
After Feodor I died childless in 1598, Russia entered a period ‘
of disorder called the “time of troubles.” A terrible famine in

16011603 killed about one-third of the population, while
a series of impostors tried to take the throne, claiming to i
be Feodor’s half-brother Dmitri. One such “false Dmitri” : & ,:. OF MIKHAIL T
gathered an army on the edge of Moscow (above) but '
bis planned attack on the city failed.

ROMANOV DYNASTY »
The Romanous were a_family of nobles whose first
link to the Russian throne came when a young
Romanov woman married Ivan IV in 1547.
The Romanouvs became the ruling royal family
when a reluctant 16-year-old Mikhail Romanov
accepted the crown in 1613, starting a new
dynasty that was to rule Russia until 1917.

PETER THE GREAT

Peter | (reigned 1682-1725) was the
first czar to travel widely in western
Europe. Influenced
by Western ideas,
he reformed the
military and built
new roads, slowly
transforming Russia
into a major
European state.

<« ST. PETERSBURG

Founded by Peter the Great in 1703, the
city of St. Petersburg became the capital of
Russia in 1712. The czar intended the city
to be a “Window on the West"—a major
center for trading with European countries.
The city has many fine palaces and
beautiful buildings. Like many of these
landmarks, the Summer Palace (left)

of Empress Elizabeth, daughter of Peter
the Great, was built in the Baroque style,
then very popular across Europe.
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A DUTCH EAST

INDIA COMPANY

In 1602, a group of Dutch businesses came
together to form the Dutch East India
Company, which was given sole right to trade
with Mughal India (see pp.120—-121) and

the Moluccas (Spice Islands) of Southeast
Asia. Within a few years it had set up its
headquarters in Batavia (modern-day
Jakarta), Indonesia, from where its vast fleets
carried spices and other goods to Europe. It
was also involved in the international trade
of enslaved people. The company quickly grew
into the largest in the world, with the power
to raise armies, start wars, and establish

new colonies in several parts of the world,
including Sri Lanka, Malaya (Malacca),

and South Africa (Cape Town).

The Dutch
Golden Age

In the late 16th century, the Netherlands—then part of the
Spanish Empire—began a long fight for independence. The

Dutch Republic was founded in 1588 and, based on its people’s

unrivaled shipbuilding expertise and clever business skills,

soon became a leading economic power. This prosperity

brought in a golden age of Dutch culture.

The largely Protestant Dutch had first
revolted against the rule of Catholic
Spain in 1568. The war lasted on and
off for 80 years until the Dutch finally
gained their independence in 1648.

By this time, the Dutch Republic had
become a formidable seafaring power
with a strong navy, and a massive

<4 DUTCH PAINTING

Artists such as Rembrandt and

Johannes Vermeer experimented with
new techniques to paint realistic portraits,
landscapes, and domestic scenes. Vermeer's
“Girl With A Pearl Earring” (left) has
inspired poems, novels, and. films.

merchant fleet trading spices and other
rare goods around the world. Dutch
merchants created the first central
bank and stock exchange, and set up
vast international trading companies.
The Dutch used their newfound
wealth to build beautiful canal-side
houses, and commissioned paintings
from some of the finest artists in the
world. This was also a period of
scientific and intellectual discovery,
with advances in astronomy, biology,
engineering, international law,
and philosophy.



<« SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS

Dutch scientists made groundbreaking
scientific discoveries and inventions

in the 17th century. In 1608, Hans
Lippershey invented the first telescope, and
in the 1670s Antonie van Leeuwenhoek
became the first person to study
microscopic life using an advanced
microscope he'd designed (left).

Zig-zag shaped
outer canal

RINGS OF CANALS »

Now the Dutch capital, Amsterdam
was the leading city of the Dutch
Republic. As it grew in the 17th
century, three major canals were dug
in rings around the medieval center
(shown on this map partway through
construction). Overlooking them, fine
townhouses were built for the city’s
wealthiest inbabitants to live in.
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AN As new and rare objects were introduced
to Dutch society, they were traded on the
stock market. In the 1630s, an obsession
with trading tulip bulbs—then an exotic new
import from Turkey—gripped Amsterdam’s
middle classes, increasing their price sharply.
Some people even sold their homes to buy
bulbs. Then, in 1637, the price of tulip

DUTCH INDEPENDENCE

The 17 provinces of the Spanish
Netherlands rise in rebellion against
their Spanish Catholic rulers,
starting the Eighty Years” War

for independence.

1568

and white

“b’iOkf” bulbs suddenly crashed, and many of those
................................................................ tleps were who had got involved lost a_fortune.
- . the most It was the first stock market crash.
% Sevennorthern Dutch provinces— valuable :
<=  all Protestant—formally announce during
. . Tulip

their independence from Spain. Mania”
g The United Provinces of the ¥ STOCK EXCHANGE
~ Netherlands—the Dutch Republic— The economic system known as capitalism

is established as a federal republic Sfirst emerged in the Netherlands in the early

1600s. The world's first central bank was set
up in Amsterdam in 1609, and the first stock
exchange (below) was built in the city in
1611. It was a place for traders to buy
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