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Important Guidelines About the Authenti-
city of the Reports and Quotations in the
Tafsir of lbn Kathir

Reports from the Companions ofthe Messenger of Allah i

Reports that are attributed to the companions of Allah’s
Messenger ¥ are commonly used for additional explanation of
the meanings of the Qur'an. As for those quotes that Ibn
Kathir mentions in passing, these quotes may, or may not be
authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that
one of them said something, and that statement contradicts
other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can not
be held as an evidence against what is known to be authentic.
Additional information in this regard is found in the
Introduction of Ibn Kathir.

Incomplete Chains of Narration

The following is a list of common incomplete chains of
narrations that Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir often quotes.

— ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah (Al-Walibi} reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said...

— (‘Atiyah) Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said...

— Ad-Dahhak from Ibn ‘Abbas.

— As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik and Abu Salih from Ibn
‘Abbas, Ibn Mas‘dd and [or] some men among the
companions.

— Al-Hasan Al-Basri reporting from or about the Prophet .

— Qatadah reporting from or about the Prophet i&.

All narrations coming from these chains are unauthentic
according to the Sciences of Hadith. Their meanings, however,
may be correct as understood by authentic texts, and for this
reason they are commonly referenced.

Reports from the Followers of the Companions and
those who Follow them

The following is a list of those who did not see the Prophet




16 Tafstr Ibn Kathir

gz, but they report from companions of the Prophet #, while
often they themselves are quoted for Tafsir. Reports that are
attributed to them are used as additional support in
understanding certain issues by Ibn Kathir. Such quotes may,
or may not be authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is
mentioned that one of them said something, and that
statement contradicts other clearly authentic texts, then such
statements can not be held as evidence against the authentic
evidence.

Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, Sa‘id bin Al-Musayib, ‘Ata’
(bin Abi Rabah), ‘Ata’ Al-Khurrasani, Mugqatil bin Hayyan, Ar-
Rabi‘ bin Anas, Ash-Shabbi, Qatadah, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Ad-
Dahhak, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam (Ibn Zayd), Ibn
Jurayj.

Other Scholars After the Companions

The following are some scholars that Ibn Kathir often quotes
from. Since these scholars are not well known to the average
English reader, one should beware that their own statements
about the Prophet #, his companions, or circumstances
surrounding the Qur’an’s revelation, are not to be considered
as important as authentically narrated texts.

Waki‘, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Muhammad bin Ishaq, Ibn
‘Atiyyah, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari).
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The Tafsir of Surat Al-Jathiyah
(Chapter - 45)

Which was revealed in Makkah
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€505k A 2
€1. Ha Mim %
42. The revelation of the
Book is from Allah, the

Almighty,  the  All-
Wise . %
43. Verily, in the

heavens and the earth
are  signs  for  the
believers .3

¢4. And in your creation, and what He spread (through the
earth) of moving creatures are signs for people who have faith

with certainty .3

€5. And in the alternation of night and day, and the provision
that Allah sends down from the sky, and revives therewith the
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earth after its death, and in the turning about of the winds, are
signs for a people who understand . %

A Directive to contemplate over Allah’s Ayat

Allah directs His servants to contemplate His favors and gifts,
as well as His great power that is demonstrated by His
creating the heavens and the earth and the various types and
categories of creatures in them.

There are the angels, Jinns, humans, animals, birds, beasts,
carnivores, insects and various kinds of sea creatures. The
night and day alternate, each follows the other in succession,
never ceasing to come, as decreed. One brings darkness and
one brings light. Allah the Exalted also sends down the rain
from the clouds when it is most needed. He is calling the rain,
‘provision’, because it is the resource that produces various
provisions,

4G5 1 BT 4 P
gand revives therewith the earth after its death,¥

after it was dry and had no vegetation or life of any kind.
Allah said next,

Sl o S5 p
#and in the turning about of the winds,¥

sometimes towards the south and sometimes towards the
north. Some are easterly winds and some are westerly winds,
some bringing sea breezes and some blow from the land, some
coming at night and some by day. Some winds bring rain,
some cause pollination and some winds just revive the soul,
while some others bear no benefit.

Allah said first.

4are signs for the believersy, then
€553)
$who have faith with certainty}, then
€
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4who understand®, thus ascending from one honorable stage to
what is more honorable and higher in grade. These Aydt are
similar to an Ayah in Surat Al-Bagarah

A

& A e ol ol Qi 0 GG 8 osal GE g G
Jeo o Go &5 G 25 GNT 4 G T o i g 0 5 TS BT
€05l 5 oo N T G R Rl i B 5
¢Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the
alternation of night and day, and the ships which sail through
the sea with that which is of use to mankind, and the water
which Allah sends down from the sky and makes the earth alive
therewith after its death, and the moving creatures of all kinds
that He has spread therein, and in the veering of winds and
clouds which are held between the sky and the earth, are indeed
signs for people of understanding.y (2:164)
EERN SN
e L5
8 ol 50a Ak S S Tl AT oh o DI 0§ G2
A 25 8 B g ok
€6. These are the Ayat of Allah, which We recite to you with
truth. Then in which speech after Allah and His Ayat will they
believe?¥
47. Woe to every sinful liar.%
48. Who hears the Ayat of Allah Tutla (recited) to him, yet
persists with pride as if he heard them not. So announce to him
a painful torment!y
49. And when he learns something of Our Ayat, he makes
them a jest. For such there will be a humiliating torment .3
410. In front of them there is Hell. And that which they have
earned will be of no profit to them, nor those whom they have
taken as protective friends besides Allah. And theirs will be a
great torment.p
€11. This is guidance. And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of
their Lord, for them there is a painful torment of Rijz.¥
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The Description of the Sinful Liar and His Requital
Allah the Exalted says,
gl Lol Gy

§These are the Ayat of Allahy - in reference to the Qur'an with
the proofs and evidences that it contains,

CFI ST Gy

fwhich We recite to you with truth.y for they contain the truth
from the Truth (i.e., Allah). Therefore, if they do not believe in
Allah’s Ayat nor abide by them, what speech after Allah and

RPN <
£Woe to every sinful liar.)lc who lies in his speech, often swears,

who is worthless, commits and utters sinful acts and state-
ments, and disbelieves in Allah’s Ayat,

'éa]; ;1.3 S wh ‘é-:)’

§Who hears the Ayat of Allah Tutld (recited) to him,$ meaning,
being recited to him,

‘6“/‘%

$yet persistsy in his disbelief, denial, pride and rebellion,

s i

4as if he heard them not.y as if he did not hear them being
recited to him,
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€So announce to him a painful torment!y convey the news to him
that on the Day of Resurrection, he will have a painful, severe
torment from Allah. Allah said,

€A GIE0 G2 Gt 5 8 sd
&And when he learns something of Our Ayat, he makes them a

jest.¥

if he learns anything from the Qur’an, he disbelieves in it and
takes it as the subject of jest and ridicule,
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4For such there will be a humiliating torment.$ as recompense for
ridiculing the Qur’an and jesting about it. In the Sahih, Muslim
recorded from ‘Abdullah bin Umar that the Messenger of Alldh
# prohibited traveling with the Qur’an to enemy lands for fear
that the Qur'an might be desecrated by the enemy.[”

Allah explained the type of torment that these people earn
on the Day of Return,;
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4In front of them there is Hell.¥ meaning, all those who have
these evil characteristics will end up in Hellfire on the Day of
Resurrection,
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¢And that which they have earned will be of no profit to
them, %
their wealth and children will not avail them,
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&nor those whom they have taken as protecting friends besides
Allah .p

nor will the false gods that they worshipped besides Allah
benefit them in the least,
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¢And theirs will be a great torment.y Alldh the Exalted said,
§5 i
4This is Huda (guidance).¥ in reference to the Qur’an,
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¢And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of their Lord, for them
there is a painful torment of Rijz.»

that is agonizing and severe. Allah knows best.

11 Muslim 3:1491.
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412. Allah, it is He Who has subjected to you the sea, that

ships may sail through it by His command, and that you may
seek of His bounty, and that you may be thankful .%

413. And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all
that is on the earth; it is all (as a favor and kindness) from
Him. Verily, in it are signs for a people who think deeply .3

414. Say to the believers to forgive those who hope not for the
Days of Allah, that He may recompense people, according to
what they have earned .¥

415. Whosoever does a good deed, it is for himself, and
whosoever does evil, it is against (himself). Then to your Lord
you will be made to return.%

The Subjugation of the Sea, etc., is among Allah’s Signs

Allah the Exalted mentions some of the favors He gave to His
servants, such as subjecting the sea for their service,
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#that ships may sail through the sea by His command,¥ i.e., of Allah
the Exalted, Who ordered the sea to carry ships,

4and that you may seek of His bounty,$ in commercial and
business transactions,
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4and that you may be thankful .y for earning various provisions
brought to you from far away provinces and distant areas
through the sea. Allah the Exalted said,
AT 3 G 953 S 6 S5 K5

€And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that
is on the earth ;%
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the stars, the mountains, the seas, the rivers and all that you
use for your benefit; these are all from His favor, kindness and
bounty. Allah’s statement next,
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4it is all from Him.$ Alone without partners in giving any of it.
Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah,
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4$And whatever of blessings you have, it is from Allah. Then,
when harm touches you unto Him you cry aloud for help.y
(16:53)
Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said
about Allah’s statement,
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€And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that
is on the earth; it is all from Him .3
“Everything is from Allah, and that is a Name from His Names.
So it all comes from Him without rivals to dispute His
authority; surely, this fact is completely certain.”') Allah said.
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4 Verily, in it are signs for a people who think deeply .

The Command to be Patient with the Harm of Idolators
Allah’s saying;
50 080 55 3 el gk 150 6 S
4Say to the believers to forgive those who hope not for the Days
of Allah, %
means, let the believers forgive the disbelievers and endure the
harm that they direct against them.
In the beginning of Islam, Muslims were ordered to observe
patience in the face of the oppression of the idolators and the

People of the Scriptures so that their hearts may incline
towards Islam. However, when the disbelievers persisted in

(1] At-Tabari 22 :65.
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stubbornness, Allah legislated for the believers to fight in
Jihdad. Statements of this meaning were collected from
‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas and Qatadah.!!! Mujahid said about
Allah’s statement,

il 1 55 9
#those who hope not for the Days of Allah,¥ “They do not
appreciate Allah’s favors.”?! Allah said,
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4that He may recompense people, according to what they have
earned .¥

meaning, if the believers forgive the disbelievers in this life,
Allah will still punish the disbelievers for their evil in the
Hereafter. Allah’s statement next,
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¢Whosoever does a good deed, it is for himself, and whosoever
does evil, it is against (himself). Then to your Lord you will be
made to return .y

meaning, you will all return to Allah on the Day of
Resurrection, when you and your actions will be displayed
before Him. Then, He will recompense you for your deeds,
good for good and evil for evil.
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416. And indeed We gave the Children of Israel the Scripture,
and the understanding of the Scripture and its laws, and the
prophethood; and provided them with good things, and

(11 At-Tabari 22:66, 67.
(21 At-Tabari 22:67.
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preferred them above the nations.3

€17. And gave them clear proofs in matters. And they differed
not until after the knowledge came to them, through envy
among themselves. Verily, your Lord will judge between them
on the Day of Resurrection about that wherein they used to

differ .3
418. Then We have put you on a (legal) way of commandment.

So follow you that, and follow not the desires of those who
know not.$

419. Verily, they can avail you nothing against Allah. Verily,
the wrongdoers are protecting friends of one another, but Allah
is the Protector of those who have Taqwa .

€20. This is a clear insight and evidence for mankind, and a

guidance and a mercy for people who have faith with
certainty .3

Preference of Allah to the Children of Israel and their
dispute thereafter

Allah the Exalted mentions the favors He granted the Children
of Israel, such as revealing the Divine Books to them, sending
the Messengers to them and granting them kingship. Allah
said,
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4¢And indeed We gave the Children of Israel the Scripture, and

the understanding of the Scripture and its laws, and the
prophethood; and provided them with good things,¥

such as foods and drinks,
6T § 55
¢and preferred them above the nations . of their time,
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¢And gave them clear proofs in matters.3 ‘We gave them evidences,
proofs and unequivocal signs.” Therefore, the proof has been
established against them, yet they differed among themselves
after the proof came to them, out of transgression against each
other,
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4 Verily, your Lordy ‘O Muhammad’,
€ K 5 0 D

4will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection about that
wherein they used to differ .

He will judge between them by His just judgement.

Warning to this Ummah against following the Ways of
the Children of Israel

This Ayah contains a warning to the Muslim Ummah as well.
It warns them not to take the path the Jews took nor adopt
their ways. This is why Allah said,
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4Then We have put you on a (legal) way of commandment. So
follow you that %

‘follow what was revealed to you from your Lord, O
Muhammad, there is no true deity except Him, and turn away
from the idolators.” Allah said,
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4and follow not the desires of those who know not. Verily, they

can avail you nothing against Allah. Verily, the wrongdoers are
protecting friends of one another ¥

Allah says, ‘what will the loyalty that the idolators give each
other avail them?’ Indeed, all they will earn from their
protecting friends is more loss, destruction and demise,

st
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¢but Allah is the Protector of those who have Taqwa.¥

and He will deliver them from the darkness to the light. In
contrast, all the false deities are the protecting friends of those
who disbelieve, taking them out of the light to the darkness.
Allah said,
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and evidence for man-
kind,¥ in reference to
the Qur’an,
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¢and a guidance and a
mercy for people who have
faith with certainty .
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421. Or do those who earn evil deeds think that We shall hold
them equal with those who believe and do righteous good deeds,
in their present life and after their death? Worst is the

judgement that they make .3

422, And Allah has created the heavens and the earth with
truth, in order that each person may be recompensed what he
has earned, and they will not be wronged .

423. Have you seen him who takes his own lust as his god?
And Allah, left him astray with knowledge, and sealed his
hearing and his heart, and put a cover on his sight. Who then
will guide him after Allah? Will you not then remember?%
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The Life and the Death of the Believers and the
Disbelievers are not Equal

Allah the Exalted states here that the believers and the
disbelievers are never equal. Allah said in another Ayah,
£ 2 2l 2ast T L T LS o fn W

€¢Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the
Paradise. It is the dwellers of Paradise that will be successful .¥
(59:20) Allah said here,
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%Or do those who earn evil deeds think¥ those who commit and
practice evil,
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&that We shall hold them equal with those who believe and do
righteous good deeds, in their life and their death?¥

treat them equally in the present life of the world and in the
Hereafter?
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¢Worst is the judgement that they make.} ‘worst is the thought
that they have about Us and about Our justice, thinking that
We will ever make the pious and the wicked equal in the
Hereafter or this life.’

At-Tabarani recorded that Shu‘bah said that ‘Amr bin
Murrah narrated that Abu Ad-Duha said that Masruq said
that Tamim Ad-Dari once stood in voluntary prayer through
the night until the morning only reciting this Ayah,
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4Or do those who earn evil deeds think that We shall hold them
equal with those who believe and do righteous good deeds?3'"!

Allah said in reply:
€582 C iy
¢Worst is the judgement that they make.$ Allah said,

(11 At-Tabarani 2 :50.
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4And Allah has created the heavens and the earth with truth,$

meaning, in justice,
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&in order that each person may be recompensed what he has
earned, and they will not be wronged.%

Allah the Exalted said,
L G B a5y

¢Have you seen him who takes his own lust as his god?¥, who
abides by his lust, and whatever his lust portrays as good he
implements it, and whatever his lust portrays as evil, he
abandons it! Allah’s statement,

€ &5
¢And Allah left him astray with knowledge, ¥
has two meanings. One of them is that Allah knew that this
person deserves to be misguided, so He left him astray. The
second meaning is that Allah led this person astray after
knowledge reached him and the proof was established before

him. The second meaning includes the first meaning, but not
the opposite. Allah said,
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4and sealed his hearing and his heart, and put a cover on his sight.%
so he does not hear what benefits him, understands not what
would lead him to the guidance and sees not the evidence with
which he can be enlightened. This is why Allah said,

¢Who then will guide him after Allah? Will you not then
remember?y Allah said in a similar Ayah,

b .
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§Whomsoever Allah sends astray, none can guide him; and He
lets them wander blindly in their transgressions.¥ (7:186).



30 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

S A3 e s i A BE N KR 65 25 GBS N ot G
Ko Ty UG Y gL G o B B A o

e

Bl cHReR R e R S W N S

424. And they say: "There is nothing but our life of this
world, we die and we live and nothing destroys us except Ad-
Dahr (time). And they have no knowledge of it, they only
presume.¥

€25. And when Our Clear Ayat are recited to them, their
argument is no other than that they say: “Bring back our
(dead) fathers, if you are truthful!"'

426. Say (to them): "Allah gives you life, then causes you to
die, then He will assemble you on the Day of Resurrection
about which there is no doubt. But most of mankind know
not.”' ¥

The Conviction of the Disbelievers, Their Argument and
the Refutation of it

Allah mentions here the creed of Ad-Dahriyyah and the Arab
idolators who embraced their creed, denying Resurrection,

¢And they say: “'There is nothing but our life of this world, we
die and we live...." ¥

They say that there is only this life, some people die while
others are born to life, without Resurrection or Judgement.
This was the creed of Arab idolators who used to deny
Resurrection, in addition to, the creed of the atheist
philosophers among them who denied the creation and
Resurrection. This was also the statement of atheist
philosophers who deny the Creator and think that the world
will return to its original form once every thirty-six thousand
years, when everything will restart its life~cycle again! They
claim that this cycle was repeated for infinity, thus
contradicting the sound reason and the divine revelation. They
said,
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¢and nothing destroys us except Ad-Dahr (time).$
Allah the Exalted said in reply,
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4And they have no knowledge of it, they only presume .

they speculate and guess!

As for the Hadith recorded by the two collectors of the Sahih,
and Abu Dawud and An-Nasa’i, from Abu Hurayrah that the
Messenger of Allah #£ said,
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«Allah the Exalted says, ‘“The Son of ‘Adam annoys Me when
he curses Ad-Dahr (time), while I am Ad-Dahr. In My Hand
are all matters; I cause the alternation of his days and
nights.” !l In another narration;
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«Do not curse Ad-Dahr (time), for Allah is Ad-Dahr »?

Ash-Shafi7, Abu ‘Ubaydah and several other Imams of Tafsir
explained the meaning of the Prophet’s statement,

CALI 3a D1 5B A 155 Y
«Do not abuse Ad-Dahr (time), for Allah is Ad-Dahr.»

They said, “During the time of Jahiliyyah, when an affliction, a
calamity or a disaster struck them, the Arabs used to say,
‘Woe to Ad-Dahr (time)!” So they used to blame such incidents
on Ad-Dahr, cursing Ad-Dahr in the process. Surely, it is Allah
the Exalted and Most Honored Who causes these (and all)
things to happen. This is why when they cursed Ad-Dahr, it
was as if they were cursing Allah Himself, since truthfully, He
causes all incidents to happen. Therefore, abusing Ad-Dahr

(1 Fath Al-Bari 8:437, Muslim 4:1762, Abu Dawud 5:423, An-Nasa’t
in Al-Kubra 6:457.

2l Muslim 4:1763
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was prohibited due to this consideration, for it was Allah
Whom they meant by abusing Ad-Dahr, which - as we said-
they accused of causing (distressful) incidents.”

This is the best explanation for this subject, and it is the
desired meaning. Allah knows best. We should mention that
Ibn Hazm and those of the Zahiriyyah like him made an error
when they used this Hadith to include Ad-Dahr among Allah’s
most beautiful Names.

Allah’s statement,
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¢And when Our Clear Ayat are recited to them,¥

means, when the truth is made plain to them and used as
evidence against them, asserting that Allah is able to resurrect
the bodies after they have perished and disintegrated,
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&their argument is no other than that they say: “‘Bring back
our fathers, if you are truthful!''y

‘bring them back to life, if what you say is true.” Allah the
Exalted said,
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4Say (to them): "Allah gives you life and then causes you to
die..."'¥

for you are witnesses that He brings you (or new life) to
existence after non-existence,’
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¢How can you disbelieve in Allah? Seeing that you were dead
and He gave you life. Then He will give you death, then again
will bring you to life.3 (2:28)
Therefore, He Who is able to initiate creation, is able to restart
it, as well and more obviously,

(c// 1,)/));/;/
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€And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat
it; and this is easier for Him.$ (30:27) Allah said next,
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4then He will assemble you on the Day of Resurrection about
which there is no doubt.¥

‘when He resurrects you, it will be on and for the Day of
Resurrection, not in this life. Therefore, your statement is
groundless,’
€sa 2K o Gl 0y
¢Bring back our (dead) fathers, if you are truthful!y Allah said,
LSS e

¢The Day when He will gather you (all) on the Day of Gathering.¥
(64:9),

4For what Day are these signs postponed? For the Day of

sorting out.$ (77:12-13), and,
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¢And We delay it only for a term (already) fixed.» (11:104)
Allah said here,
§then He will assemble you on the Day of Resurrection about
which there is no doubt .}
there is no doubt that it will come,
€555 9 LB KT 55

¢But most of mankind know not.$ and this is why they deny
Resurrection and discount the fact that the bodies will be
brought back to life. Allah the Exalted said,

¢ Verily, they see it afar off. But We see it (quite) near.y (70:6),

they discount the possibility that Resurrection will ever come,
while the believers believe that its occurrence is easy and
imminent.
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€27. And to Allah
belongs the kingdom of
the heavens and the earth.
And on the Day that the
Hour will be established -
on that Day the followers
of falsehood shall lose .

€28. And you will see
each nation humbled to
their knees (Jathiyah),
each nation will be called
to its Record (of deeds).
This Day you shall be
recompensed for what

€29. This Our Record speaks about you with truth. Verily, We were

recording what you used to do.y

Some of the Conditions of the Day of Resurrection and

its Horrors

Allah mentions that He is the King and Owner of the heavens
and earth, and the Only Ruler over them in this life and the

Hereafter. Allah’s statement,

P
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€And on the Day that the Hour will be established)

on the Day of Resurrection,

€A 2
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¢the followers of falsehood shall lose.3 those who disbelieve in Allah
and reject the clear proofs and unequivocal evidences that He
has sent down to His Messengers Allah said,

"*—*‘— 4“ ¥ 5%

¢And you will see each nation humbled to their knees

(Jathiyah), ¥
kneeling, fearful of the tremendous calamity and events. It was
said that this will occur when Hellfire will be brought forth, for
she will exhale once, and everyone will fall to their knees,
including Ibrahim, the Khalil. He will proclaim, “Myself, myself,
myselfl Today, I will not ask You (O Allah) but about myself.”
And even Tsa, will proclaim, “Today, I will only argue before
You on my own behalf, I will not ask You about Maryam, who
gave birth to me.” Allah said next,

€05 g od E ¥y
4each nation will be called to its Record.y meaning, Record of
deeds. Allah said in a similar Ayah,
A Sl <l ZEH 5-_4333*
¢And the Book will be presented; and the Prophets and the

witnesses will be brought forwardy (39:69). This is why Allah
said here,

SR At pj\)»
4This Day you shall be recompensed for what you used to do.¥
you will be judged a}ccording to your, deeds, good and evil.’
Allah said in similar Ayat;
4On that Day man will be informed of what he sent forward,

and what he left behind. Nay! Man will be a witness against
himself, though he may put forth his excuses.p (75:13-15)

Allah said,
4This, Our Record speaks about you with truth.$
It contains the record of all your actions, without addition or
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deletion. Allah also said:
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4And the Book will be presented, and you will see the
criminals, fearful of that which is therein. They will say :"“Woe
to us! What sort of Book is this that leaves neither a small thing
nor a big thing, but has recorded it with numbers!" And they
will find all that they did, placed before them, and your Lord
treats no one with injustice.¥ (18:49) Allah’s statement,
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4 Verily, We were recording what you used to do.»

means, ‘We ordered Our scribe angels to record your deeds.’
Ibn ‘Abbas and others commented, “The angels record the
deeds of the servants and then ascend to heaven with them.
There, they meet the angels entrusted with the Records of
deeds sent down from Al-Lawh Al-Mahfiiz on each Night of Al-
Qadr, containing what Allah has written will occur from the
servants, long before He created them. They will compare their
records and find out that not a single letter was added or
deleted.” He then recited this Ayabh,
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4 Verily, We were recording what you used to do.¥
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430. Then, as for those who belicved and did good deeds, their

Lord will admit them to His mercy. That will be the evident
Success. ¢
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€31. But as for those who disbelieved (it will be said to them):
“Were not Our Ayat recited to you? But you were proud, and
you were a people who were criminals."'

432. And when it was said: ''Verily, Allah's promise is the
truth, and there is no doubt about the coming of the Hour,”
you said : ““We know not what is the Hour: we do not think it
but conjecture, and we have no firm convincing belief
(therein)." %
433. And the evil of what they did will appear to them, and
that which they used to mock at will completely encircle them .3
434. And it will be said : "'This Day We will forget you as you
forgot the meeting of this Day of yours. And your abode is the
Fire, and there is none to help you." ¥
435. This, because you took the revelations of Allah in
mockery, and the life of the world deceived you. So this Day,
they shall not be taken out from there (Hell), nor shall they be
returned to the worldly life ¥
436. So all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the heavens and
the Lord of the earth, and the Lord of all that exists.¥
437. And His is the majesty in the heavens and the earth, and
He is Al-'Aziz, Al-Hakim .%
Allah states to us His judgement in His creation on the Day of
Resurrection,

[ R Sd
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4Then, as for those who believed and did good deeds, ¥

Those whose hearts believed and their limbs performed good
deeds, in sincerity to Allah and conforming with Islamic
legislation;

5 o 55 Ak
gtheir Lord will admit them to His mercy.$ and that is Paradise.
In the Sahih, Allah said to Paradise;

“&L«:‘ &.LF)‘ ¢J».>) g_.;‘”

«“You are My mercy, with which I grant mercy to whom I will,"»!"]

(' Fath Al-Bari 8:460.
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Allah said;

€20 5 % a5p
& That will be the evident success.¥ clear and apparent. Allah said,
R KL K B S

4But as for those who disbelieved (it will be said to them):
"“Were not Our Ayat recited to you? But you were proud..."¥

They will be admonished and criticized with this statement,
that means, ‘have not the Ayar of Ar-Rahman been recited to
you? But you did not follow them out of pride and turned
away upon hearing them,’

Gut U5 A5
¢and you were a people who were criminals.¥, by your actions, as
well as, the denial that your hearts contained.’
L (o e I RIS
4And when it was said: "'Verily, Allah’s promise is the truth,
and there is no doubt about the coming of the Hour,"§

‘when the believers said these words to you;’
€l Gk G By

4you said: 'We know not what is the Hour..."$ ‘we do not
recognize what you are talking about,’

&) 1B oy

{we do not think it but conjecture, ‘we only remotely think
that it might come,’

iy 2 0
¢and we have no firm convincing belief (therein) .
‘we are not sure of it.” Allah said,
o A
¢And the evil of what they did will appear to them,¥ the

repercussion of their evil deeds will become apparent to them,

fop S5P
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¢and will completely encircle them .3 from all directions,
45;’&;-;‘:—3_ 4 B g
4that which they used to mock aty of the coming torment
and punishment,

5505 I 5

¢And it will be said: "' This Day We will forget you..."$

‘We will treat you as if We have forgotten you, casting you in
the fire of Jahannam,’

0 K5 B 2AEY
4as you forgot the meeting of this Day of yours.$

‘and did not work for it because you did not believe in its
coming,’

€apa o3 0 5 300 K55
¢And your abode is the Fire, and there is none to help you.%

In the Sahih, it is reported that Allah the Exalted will ask
some of His servants on the Day of Resurrection,

0y ool B QG e A sRd T e 3T LT edis il o
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«'Have I not given you a spouse, honored you and subjected
the camels and horses to you? Have I not allowed you to be a
chief and a master?”’ The servant will say in answer, *'Yes, O
Lord!" Allah will say, “Did you think that you would ever
meet Me?"' He will say, “No.” Allah the Exalted will say,
“then this Day, 1 will forget you as you forgot Me.”»1"1 Allah
the Exalted said,

€05 5 o 5 5 5
4This, because you took the revelations of Allah in mockery .

1 Muslim 4 :2279.
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‘We gave you this punishment as retribution because you
mocked Allah’s proofs that He sent to you, and made them the
subject of jokes and jest,’

€0 4501 K55y

#and the life of the world deceived you.¥ ‘this life fooled you and
you were seduced by to it, thus becoming among the ultimate
losers,’ :

€ K2 T 5T
€S0 this Day, they shall not be taken out from there¥, from
Hellfire,

<

Srnsor (;). .g)/

¢nor shall they be returned to the worldly life.¥ no apologies shall
be sought from them, but they will be punished without limit or
delay, just as a group of the believers will enter Paradise
without limit or delay.
After Allah mentioned His judgement for the believers and
the disbelievers, He said,
oVt o5 oiial o AT &y
€S0 all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the heavens and the
Lord of the earth,¥
He is their Owner and the Owner of all that is in and on
them, and surely,
€t 25
¢and the Lord of all that exists.$ Allah said next,
€50 o5zl § LT 5h
4¢And His is the majesty in the heavens and the earth,$
meaning, the kingship, according to Mujahid. This Ayah
means, Allah is the Almighty, Worthy of all praise; everything
and everyone is subservient and in complete need of and
dependent upon Him. In an authentic Hadith, the Prophet &
said,
R N T SRS N T
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Allah the Exalted said, "Glory is My robe and pride is My
garment; whoever rivals Me for either of them, I will make him
reside in My Fire!’”?!'!  Muslim collected a similar
Hadith.”! Allah said,

Py

{;4-/-37 Eel)
#¢and He is the Al-'Aziz,¥ Who is never resisted or rivaled,
2540y

4Al-Hakim$ all wise in His statements, actions, legislation and
the decree that He appoints; all glory and praise are due to
Him, none has the right to be worshipped but He, Alone.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Jathiyah. All praise
and thanks are due to Allah alone.

1]’ Abu Dawud 4 :350.
2l Muslim 4 :2023.
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The Tafsir of Siurat Al-Ahqaf
(Chapter - 46)

Which was revealed in Makkah
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41. Ha Mim .3
42. The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the
All-Wise .

£3. We created not the heavens and the earth and all that is
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between them except with truth, and for a specified term. But
those who disbelieve, turn away from that whereof they are
warned .¥

€4. Say : "Think you about all that you invoke besides Allah?
Show me what have they created of the earth? Or have they a
share in (the creation of) the heavens? Bring me a scripture
prior to this or some trace of knowledge, if you are truthful!"'y

45. And who is more astray than those who invoke besides
Allah others who will not answer them until the Day of
Resurrection, and who are unaware of their invocations to
them?%

46. And when mankind are gathered, they (false deities) will
become their enemies and will deny their worship .

The Qur’an is a Revelation from Allah and the Universe
is His True Creation
Allah informs that He has revealed the Book to His servant
and Messenger Muhammad — may Allah’s blessings be upon
him until the Day of Judgement. Allah then describes Himself
as being of unimaginable glory, possessing ultimate wisdom in
His statements and actions. Allah then says,
450 V) T O NG et GE G

£We created not the heavens and the earth and all that is

between them except in truth,¥
meaning, not in idle play and falsehood.

ieng

4and for a specified term.¥
meaning, for a fixed and specified duration that will not
increase or decrease. Allah continues,
‘éuy_,—u _,_,u;\ [ ‘)J‘{ u‘-m)}
€But those who disbelieve, turn away from that of which they
are warned .

Meaning, the disbelievers are distracted from what is intended
for them. Allah has indeed revealed to them a Book and sent
to them a Messenger. Yet, they obstinately turn away from all
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of that. Therefore, they will soon realize the consequence of
their behavior.

Refuting the Idolators
Allah then says,

459

4Sayy meaning, to these idolators who worship others besides
Allah.

i A%

’éuojyl \_,A. 150 d_))\ 4,0\ u_)_) Ny \))‘;Jc G Va;)

§Think you about all that you invoke besides Allah? Show me
what they have created of the earth?% (46:4)

meaning, ‘show me the place that they have independently
created from the earth.’

€25t o B A Sy
4Or have they a share in the heavens?¥
which means that they are not partners in anything in the
heavens, nor on earth. They do not own even the thin
membrane covering a date’s pit. The dominion and control
only belong to Allah, Exalted is He. ‘How then would you
worship others or join them as partners with Him? Who
guided you to that? Who called you to that? Did He command

you to do it, or is it something that you suggested yourselves?’
Thus, He says,

405 g3 o o ¥
4Bring me a scripture prior to thisy

meaning, ‘bring a book from among the Books of Allah that
have been revealed to the Prophets, that commands you to
worship these idols.’

L PARER Y
for some trace of knowledge,¥

meaning, ‘some clear evidence justifying this way you have
chosen.’

$e0n 25 ol¥

o
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&if you are truthful!y

meaning, you have absolutely no evidence for that - neither
textual (from revelation) nor rational.’ For this reason, some
recited it;

“or something inherited from knowledge” meaning, ‘or true
knowledge that you have inherited from anyone before you.’
This is similar to Mujahid’s statement when he said,

e 22 500 Sy
dor some trace of knowledge .y

“Or anyone who has inherited any knowledge.”")
Allah then says,

. A s ho s - e z P . . P A .
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o

¢And who is more astray than those who invokes besides Allah
others who will not answer them until the Day of Resurrection,
and who are unaware of their invocations to them?%
meaning, no one is more misguided than those who invoke
idols instead of Allah, asking them for things that they cannot
give — until the Day of Judgment. They (the idols) are unaware
of what he asks, they can neither hear, see, or act. This is
because they are inanimate, senseless stones. Allah then says,

08 0 96 A0 24 U6 200 e v
¢And when mankind are gathered, they will become their
enemies and will deny their worship .¥

SN

This is similar to Allah’s saying:
e 5555 i B8 K

2%

fe A 350 400 5w o LERY
ity
§They have taken gods beside Allah, that they might give them

dignity. No! They will deny their worship of them, and will be
opponents to them.y (19:81, 82)

11 At-Tabari 22:94.
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helpers .3 (29:25)

¢7. And when Our Clear Ayat are recited to them,
disbelievers say of the truth when it reaches them:

plain magic!"'y
48. Or say they:

“He has fabricated it."” Say:

% /’ZJGLAAJEJJ T eauNeatcrll [FE ria;lu r&“‘
f NS (K o R pas\g;,\f& Hzy | €S & G
) i3 ’Z’j\t’”m’“ §i2a125,0) || €You have taken only
M)Mrhb S j’fjsi‘: j/, idols besides Allah! The

“":‘{‘*L"O‘))’”U\-"l\“uﬁw love between you is only

in the life of this world.
On the Day of Resurrec-
tion, you shall disown
each other and curse
each other, and your
abode will be the Fire,
and you shall have no

o B m.\; B 1313}
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the
“This 1is

“If I have

fabricated it, still you have no power to support me against
Allah. He knows best of what you say among yourselves
concerning it! Sufficient is He as a witness between me and
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you! And He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.”’$

49. Say: "I am not a new thing among the Messengers, nor do
I know what will be done with me or you. I only follow that
which is revealed to me, and I am but a plain warner.”'p

Refuting Claims of the Idolators about the Qur’an and
the Messenger &
Concerning the disbelief and rebellion of the idolators, Allah
says that when the clear Ayat of Allah are recited to them they
say;

AR RIS

¢This is plain magic!$
meaning, simple magic. In this statement of theirs, they have
lied, invented a falsehood, went astray and disbelieved.

Py

e [ o iy
4Or they say : “"He has fabricated it.”"
They are referring to Muhammad . Allah responds saying,

€T 5 g SFLE S g By

¢Say : “If I have fabricated it, you have no power to support me
against Allah..."
which means, if I lie against Allah and falsely claim that He
sent me when He actually had not, then He would punish me
with a severe punishment. No one on the earth -~ you or
anyone else — would then be able to protect me from Him.’ It
is similar to Allah’s saying,

€oeloy) S 50 G ) 0w o A1 D T AT G a3 B

€Say : ""None can protect me from Allah, nor would I find a
refuge except in Him. (My duty) is only to convey from Allah
and (deliver) His Messages."¥ (72:22-23)

Allah says,
5K G e & el o Gl & GG @V L,.,, e

%

¢And if he made up a false saying concerning Us, We surely
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would have seized him by the right hand. Then we would have
cut off his life artery. And none of you could withhold Us from
(punishing) him.$ (69:44-47)

Thus, Allah says here,

N
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4Say: "If 1 have fabricated it, still you have no power to
support me against Allah. He knows best of what you say
among yourselves concerning it (i.e. this Qur'an)! Sufficient is
He as a witness between me and you!..."%
This is a severe threat, intimidation and warning for them.
Allah then says,
3 35 Gp
4And He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful .¥
This is an encouragement for them to repent and turn to
Allah. It means, ‘despite all of this, if you turn back and
repent, Allah will accept your repentance, pardon you, forgive

you, and have mercy upon on.’ This is similar to Allah’s saying
in Strat Al-Furqgan,
S 5 e o 2 05 G T Sl U5
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¢And they say : ''(This Book is) legends of the ancients that he
has written down, and they are dictated to him morning and
afternoon.” Say: "It has been sent down by the One Who
knows every secret within the heavens and the earth. Truly, He
is ever Forgiving and Merciful " (25:5-6)
Allah then says,
LN R AN

4Say : "I am not a new thing among the Messengers..."

which means, 1 am not the first Messenger who ever came to
the world. Rather, Messengers came before me. Therefore, I am
not an unprecedented incident that should cause you all to
reject me and doubt my being sent to you. Indeed, Allah has
sent before me all of the Prophets to various nations.’
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Allah then says,

‘f:(' Y5 o Jak G Uy
¢nor do I know what will be done with me or with you .y

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, “It
(this Ayah) was followed in revelation by,

s o ere

f;tugétéiw@"“ﬁ‘“‘”’fd}

¢That Allah may forgive for you your sins of the past and
futurep !
Similarly, Tkrimah, Al-Hasan, and Qatadah all said that this
Ayah was abrogated by the Ayah;

P2 PP 04 RV T A |
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4That Allah may forgive for you your sins of the past and
futurey.
They said that when the latter Ayah was revealed, one of the
Muslims said to Allah’s Messenger #, “Allah has declared
what He will do for you. But what will He do for us?” Then
Allah revealed;

4That He may admit the believing men and the believing
women to Gardens under which rivers flowy.?!

This is what they said. That which has been confirmed in the
Sahih is that the believers said, “May you enjoy that, O Allah’s
Messenger! But what do we get?” So Allah revealed this
Ayah.B!

Imam Ahmad recorded that Kharijah bin Zayd bin Thabit,
reported that Umm Al-‘Ala’ — a woman from the Ansar who
had given her pledge of loyalty to Allah’s Messenger # — said,
“When the Ansar drew lots regarding taking in the Muhajiran
to dwell with them, our lot was to have Uthman bin Mazqn.
Later, ‘Uthman fell sick in our house, so we nursed him until
he died, and we wrapped him in his garments (for burial).

(11 At-Tabari 22:99.
(21 At-Tabari 22:99,100.
Bl path Al-Bari 7:516.
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Allah’s Messenger i then came in, and I said, ‘O Aba As-
Sa’ib! May Allah’ have mercy on you. I bear witness that Allah
has indeed honored you.’ Allah’s Messenger # asked,
asdt JE @ O e,k up
«How do you know that Allah has honored him?»

I said, T do not know — may my father and mother both be
ransoms for you!” Allah’s Messenger #£ then said,

3,05 0 el Galy 230 0 2N 5 o e L S 38 54 G
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«As for him, certainty (death) has reached him from his Lord,
and I surely wish well for him. But by Allah, even though I am
Allah’s Messenger, I do not know what will happen to me (after
death) .»
I then said, ‘Never will I claim a person to be pious after this.’
This incident caused me some distress, and I went to sleep
thereafter. I saw in my dream that Uthman owned a running
water spring. I went to Allah’s Messenger # and told him
about that. Allah’s Messenger # said,

AV
«That was his (g00d) deeds .»!")
Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith but Muslim did not. In one of
the narrations, Allah’s Messenger # said,
(o Jad G &l Jyes Gl ‘_5)37 G
«Even though I am Allah's Messenger, I do not know what will
happen to him »?

This and similar texts indicate that it is not allowed to declare
that a specific person will enter Jannah except for those who
were distinctly indicated by Allah or his Messenger 2.
Examples of those are the Ten,!® Ibn Sallam, Al-

(11 Ahmad 6:436 and Fath Al-Bari 7:310.
21 Fath Al-Bari 3:137.

() They are: Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, ‘Ali, Talhah, Az-Zubayr,
‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf, Sa‘d bin Abl Waqqas, Sa‘id bin Zayd, and
Abu Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah.
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Ghumaysa’,!! Bilal, Suraqah, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Haram
(Jabir’s father), the Seventy Recitors (of Qur’an) who were
assassinated near the Well of Ma“nah, Zayd bin Harithah,
Ja‘far, Ibn Rawahah, and other similar individuals, may Allah
be pleased with them.

Allah then says,

B SAR R e
41 only follow that which is revealed to me,$

which means, 1 only follow what Allah has revealed to me of
the revelation.’

55 55V BT
¢and I am but a plain warner .y

meaning, ‘my warnings are obvious to every person with sound
intellect and reason.” And Allah knows best.
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€10. Say: "Tell me! If it was from Alldh and you disbelieved
it, (at the same time), a witness from among the Children of
Israel has testified to something similar and believed while you
rejected (the truth)!" Verily, Allah does not guide the
wrongdoing people.¥

€11. And those who disbelieve say of those who believe: ''Had
it been a good thing, they (the poor believers) would not have
preceded us to it!"” And when they have not been guided by it,
they say : “'This is ancient falsehood!" ¥

€12. And before this was the Scripture of Miisd as a guide and

11 Better known as Umm Sulaym, may Allah be pleased with her. She
is the mother of Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with them.
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a mercy. And this is a Book confirming in the Arabic tongue,
to warn those who do wrong, and as glad tidings for the doers

of good .

413. Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is (only) Allah,” and
thereafter stand firm, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they
grieve ¥

414. Such shall be the dwellers of Paradise, abiding therein
(forever) — a reward for what they used to do.¥

The Qur’an is Allah’s True Speech and the Position of
the Disbelievers and the Muslims towards it

Allah says,
€5y

4€Sayy meaning, ‘O Muhammad to these idolators who
disbelieve in the Qur’an.’

45¢ o) ESP
4Tell me! If it wasy meaning, this Qur’an.
G 5 0 e Dup

4from Allah, and you disbelieved in it?$ meaning, ‘what do you
think that Allah will do to you if this Book that I have come to
you with is actually revealed to me from Him in order that I
convey it to you, and yet you disbelieve in it and deny it?’

4(at the same time), a witness from among the Children of
Israel has testified to something similary

meaning, ‘the previous Scriptures that were revealed to the
Prophets before me all testify to its truthfulness and
authenticity. They have prophecied, well in advance, about
things similar to that which this Qur’an informs of.’
Concerning Allah’s statement,

Gy
#and believedy

‘this person who testified to its truthfulness from the Children
of Israel, due to his realization that it was the truth.’
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R
{while you rejected (the truth)!y

‘whereas you have arrogantly refused to follow it.” Masruq said:
“That witness believed in his Prophet and Book, while you
disbelieved in your Prophet and Book.”!!

€l 1 2t 60 )

4Verily, Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people .

The witness here refers to any witness in general. It includes
‘Abdullah bin Salam? and other from them as well. For indeed,
this Ayah was revealed in Makkah before ‘Abdullah bin Salam
had accepted Islam. This is similar to the statement of Allah,

4And when it is recited to them, they say: "“We believe in it.

Verily, it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed, even before it we
have been Muslims.”'¥ (28:53)

It is also similar to Allah’s saying,

of T SR G305 GGEL BN O o JE ) ol on AT FRI T
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4 Verily! Those who were given knowledge before it - when it is
recited to them, they fall upon their faces in prostration, and
they say : "'Exalted is our Lord! Truly, the promise of our Lord
has been fulfilled."% (17:107-108)

It has been narrated from Sa‘d, may Allah be pleased with
him, that he said, “I have not heard Allah’s Messenger # say
about anyone walking on the surface of the earth that he is of
the people of Jannah - except for ‘Abdullah bin Salam.
Concerning him the following Ayah was revealed,

4l B Lot e Dl 1&33’

4(at the same time), a witness from among the Children of
Israel has testified to something similary”

(1] At-Tabari 22:103-104.
(2] The Jewish scholar who accepted Islam from the Prophet ££.
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This has been recorded in the Two Sahths and An-Nasa’1.!!
Similarly, Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him,
Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, ‘Tkrimah, Yasuf bin ‘Abdullah
bin Salam, Hilal bin Yasaf, As-Suddi, Ath-Thawri, Malik bin
Anas and Ibn Zayd all said that this refers to ‘Abdullah bin
Salam.?! Allah then says,

&0 TAC G 08 56§ L hies BT 365
#And those who disbelieve say of those who believe: ‘‘Had it

been good, they (the weak and poor) would not have preceded
us to it!"'¥

which means that those who disbelieve say of those who
believe in the Qur'an: “Had it (the Qur’an) been any good, they
(the weak and poor) would not have preceded us to it!” By
that, they meant Bilal, ‘Ammar, Suhayb, Khabbab, may Allah
be pleased with them, and others like them of the weak, the
male servants, and female servants. The pagans said this only
because they thought that they held a high status with Allah,
and that He took special care of them. By that, they made a
great and obvious error, as Allah says:

%L.wun,«bﬂ\ JY)-AM,!)‘_JWWL»J*&%

4Thus have We tried some of them with others, that they might
say: "Is it these whom Alldh has favored from among us?’'%
(6:53)
meaning, they wonder how could those weaklings be the ones
who were guided from among them. Thus, Allah says,

€00 TAD UL 6 I
4Had it been good, they (the weak and poor) would not have
preceded us to it!y

Contrary to this is the position of Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jaméd‘ah:
They say about any act or saying that has not been reported
from the Companions: “It is an innovation. If there was any
good in it, they would have preceded us in doing it, because

(1l At-Tabari 22:104. This is recorded by Al-Bukhari (Fath Al-Bari
7:160), Muslim 4 :1930, and An-NasaT in Al-Kubrd 5:70.

(21 At-Tabari 22:104-105, and Al-Qurtubi 16:188.
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they have not left off any of the good characteristics except
that they hurried to perform them.”
Allah continues,

€ Wi Jid
4¢And when they have not been guided by it, ¥
meaning, the Qur’an.
€05 By T olisnd
4they say : ""This is an ancient falsehood!" ¥

meaning, an old lie. They mean by this that the Qur'an has
been quoted and taken from the ancient people, thereby
belittling the Qur’an and its followers. This is clear arrogance,
as Allah’s Messenger # said:

B ey 32 ok
«(Arrogance is) rejecting the truth and belittling the people »!']
Allah then says,
€5l 25 D ond

¢And before this was the Scripture of Miisay and it was the
Tawrah.

25 a, 15 Ly
4as a guide and mercy. And this is a Book¥ meaning, the Qur’an.
€5ty

4confirmingy meaning, that which came before it of the
previous Books.

5= By
&in the Arabic tongue,¥ means that it is eloquent and clear.
o2l 2 0B O 51l

&to warn those who do wrong, and as glad tidings for the doers
of good.»

meaning, it contains a warning to the dis- believers and glad

(11 Recorded by Muslim 1 :93.
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tidings for the belie-
vers. Allah then says:

58O S B
Tt
%W\

4 Verily, those who say:
“Our Lord is (only) Al-
lah,” and thereafter
stand firm, %

The explanation of
this has been dis-
cussed earlier in Surat
As-Sajdah. [See 41:30]
Allah then says,

£ S5 Sy

$on them shall be no
fear,$ meaning, con-
cening their future.

¢ b
4nor shall they grieve.y

meaning, over what
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they have left behind.
Allah continues,

€Such shall be the dwellers of Paradise, abiding therein (forever)

— a reward for what they used to do.¥

meaning, the deeds are a cause for their attaining the mercy
and their being engulfed by it — and Allah knows best.
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€15. And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to
his parents. His mother bears him with hardship. And she
delivers him with hardship. And (the period of) his gestation
and the weaning of him is thirty months, till when he attains
full strength and reaches forty years, he says: "My Lord! Grant
me the power and ability that I may be grateful for Your favor
which You have bestowed upon me and upon my parents, and
that 1 may do righteous good deeds, such as please You, and
make my offspring good. Truly, I have turned to You in
repentance, and truly, I am one of the Muslims." @

416. They are those from whom We shall accept the best of
their deeds and overlook their evil deeds. (They shall be) among
the dwellers of Paradise. That is a promise of truth that they
had been promised .y

Allah’s Advice about the Parents

After mentioning that one must confess His Oneness, worship
Him with sincerity, and remain upright in obeying Him, Allah
follows that by giving instructions regarding the parents. These
appear together in many places of the Qur’an, such as Allah’s

saying,
€0y gl 36 ) B T a5 5y
¢Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him, and
that you be dutiful to your parents.3 (17:23)
Allah says,
€ 5 3 85 g i Jy
4Be grateful to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final
destination.¥ (31:14)
There are many other Ayat like this as well. Here Allah says,
€iosy 4y ool 6y
$And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to his
parents.¥ (46:15)
meaning, ‘We have commanded him to treat them well and
show compassion towards them. Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi

recorded from Sa‘d bin Abi Waqgas, may Allah be pleased with
him, that his mother said to him: “Hasn’t Allah commanded
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that you obey your parents? Then I will not eat any food or
drink any drink until you disbelieve in Allah.” Thus she
stubbornly abstained from eating and drinking, until they had
to open her mouth with a stick. Then this Ayah was revealed,

%L»\ £y SNl B2

¢And We have enjoined on man to be dutiﬁd and kind to his
parents .yl

/.///

This was also recotded by Muslim and the Sunan compilers,
except for Ibn Majah.[?!
Allah continues,

L grripve

4His mother bears him with hardship.)r°
which means that the mother suffers hardship because of her
child, such as fatigue, sickness, vomiting, heaviness, distress,
and other forms of hardship that the pregnant women suffer.

€65 wxsg

#And she delivers him with hardship .y

meaning, she also delivers him with hardship, suffering the
pains of labor and their severity.
405 S8 o 155
4And (the period of) his gestation and weaning is thirty
months, ¥

‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, used this Ayah along with
the following two Aydt to prove that the minimum period of
pregnancy (gestation) is six months:

o ES S

fwb G Aaby
#And his weaning is in two years.y (31:14) and

G g o ool 53 GLE e SANET g sagl

' Musnad At-Tayalist (28). These narrations are about Lugman 31 :14
- 15. See no: 6238 of Muslim.

(2] Muslim 4:1878, Abu Dawud 3:177, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:48, and
An-Nasa’l in A-Kubrd 6 :348.
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4The mothers suckle their children two complete years - for
those who desire to complete the term of suckling.y (2:233)

This is a strong and valid conclusion, and it was approved by
‘Uthman and a number of the Companions. Muhammad bin
Ishaq bin Yasar!!! narrated from Bafjah bin ‘Abdullah Al-
Juhani that a man from his tribe (Juhaynah) married a
woman from Juhaynah. She delivered a baby after six months.
So her husband went to Uthman, may Allah be pleased with
him, and told him about that. Thus, ‘Uthman summoned her.
When she was getting dressed, her sister started crying. She
asked her: “Why do you cry? By Allah, no one has ever
approached me (for sexual relations) of Allah’s creation except
him (my husband). So let Allah decree (for me) as He wills.”
When she was brought before ‘Uthman, he commanded that
she be stoned to death (for adultery). ‘All heard of this, came
to ‘Uthman, and said: “What are you doing?” He {‘Uthman)
said: “She delivered after six months! Can this ever happen?”
‘All, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “Don’t you read the
Qur'an?” He said: “Yes, of course!” He {‘All) then said: ‘Haven
you heard Allah’s saying,

e W );.//%

40 oL oy A
tand his gestation and weaning is thirty months¥, and;
€GhE G
4 two complete yearsy (2:233)

{Subtracting the two numbers) we are only left with six
months.” ‘Uthman, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “By
Allah, I did not see that! Bring the woman back.” But they
found that she had already been killed. Bajjah continued: “By
Allah, no two crows and no two eggs are more similar than
that child turned out to be to his father! When his father saw
that he said, ‘By Allah! This is my son without any doubt.’
Later on, Allah afflicted him with a skin abscess in his face
(because of his false accusation to his wife). It kept eating him
up until he died.”?

(11 This narration is not authentically transmitted .

2l 1bn Abi Hatim and Ibn Al-Mundhir according to Ad-Durr Al-Manthar
6:9. As stated above, this is a weak narration.
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Ibn Abi Hatim related from his father that Farwah bin Abi Al-
Maghra’ told them that ‘Ali bin Mushir narrated to them from
Dawud bin Abi Hind, who narrated from ‘Tkrimah that Ibn
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “When a woman
delivers after nine months, the baby will only need twenty-one
months of suckling. When she delivers after seven months, the
baby will need twenty-three months of suckling. When she
delivers after six months, the baby will need two full years of
suckling, because Allah says,

;, oA sk /,;//

%M-j‘ g U gs’/' Ve 0yl dlrady
¢and his gestation and weaning is thirty months, till when he
attains full strengthy 'l
meaning, he becomes strong, youthful, and attains full ability.
©oa
4and reaches forty years,¥

meaning, his complete intellect, understanding, and patience
reach the level of maturity. It has also been said that usually
one will not change his ways once he reaches the age of forty.

dai o5 36y
the says: "My Lord! Grant me the power and ability$
meaning, ‘inspire me.’
fs Gu JA 5 S5 B B 2 ul‘ Gy X Gy
4that 1 may be grateful for Your favor which You have

bestowed upon me and upon my parents, and that I may do
righteous good deeds, such as please You,%

meaning, in the future.

az;

s—u*ddc\-—w

gand make my offspring good.» meaning, my offspring and
descendants.

Gl 6 35 ) 23 33
4Truly, I have turned to You in repentance, and truly, I am

(1} Al-Bayhagqi 7:332.
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one of the Muslims .3
This contains an instruction for anyone who reaches forty
years of age to renew his repentance and turn to Allah with

strong resolution.
Allah then says,

TS 3 o 6 5655 Y 1 5 1 B G A
4Those are the ones from whom We shall accept the best of

what they did and overlook their evil deeds. (They shall be)
among the dwellers of Paradise.y

meaning, those to whom applies the above description - those
who repent to Allah, turn back to Him, and rectify their
shortcomings through repentance and seeking forgiveness -
those are the ones from whom We will accept the best of what
they did and overlook their evil deeds. Many of their errors will
be forgiven and Allah will accept from them a modest amount
of deeds.

°§A.,J.1 v—ﬂ“ 3%

famong the dwellers of Paradise .

which means that they will be among the dwellers of Paradise.
That is Allah’s ruling concerning them, as He has promised for
those who repent and turn to Him. Thus, He says,

£oskes U6 sl gl 233
4That is the promise of truth that they had been promised.%
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417. But he who says to his parents: “Uff to you! Do you
promise me that I will be raised up when generations before me
have passed?"” While they invoke Allah for help : "“Woe to you!
Believe! Verily, the promise of Allah is true." But he says:
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“This is nothing but the legends of the ancient."'y

418. They are those against whom the Word (of torment) has
justified among the previous generations of Jinn and mankind
that have passed away. Verily, they are ever the losers.$

419. And for all, there will be degrees according to that which
they did, so that He might fully recompense for their deeds.
And they will not be wronged .3

420. On the Day when those who disbelieve will be exposed to
the Fire (it will be said) : "'You received your good things in the
life of the world, and you took your pleasure therein. Today,
you will be recompensed with the torment of extreme
humiliation, because you were arrogant upon the earth without
a right, and because you used to rebel against Allah's
command .¥

Mention of the Undutiful Children and Their End

In the previous Aydt, Allah mentions the dutiful offspring who
supplicate for their parents and treat them with kindness. He
describes the success and salvation He has prepared for them.
Here He connects to that discussion the situation of the
wretched offspring who are undutiful toward their parents.
Allah says,

P

€083 3 4 36 &6
4But he who says to his parents: “Uff to you! ..."’y

As for the saying “Uff” in this Ayah, it is a general description
applying to anyone who says it to his parents. Some people
claim that it was revealed about ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakr.
But this claim is weak and rejected, because ‘Abdur-Rahman
bin Abi Bakr embraced Islam after this was revealed. His
adherence to Islam was excellent, and he was among the best
of his contemporaries.

Al-Bukhari recorded from Yusuf bin Mahak that Marwan
(bin Al-Hakam) was governor of Hijaz (Western Arabia),
appointed by Mu‘awiyah bin Abi Sufyan. He (Marwan)
delivered a speech in which he mentioned Yazid bin
Mu‘awiyah and urged the people to give a pledge of allegiance
after his father. ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakr said something
to him in response to that, upon which Marwan commanded
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his men: “Arrest him!” But he entered ‘Aishah’s house, and
they were not able to capture him. Marwan then said: “This is
the one about whom Allah revealed:

- o s e e LE PR IS VAT S Fr.
€5 o Sl K5 CalRtEY] W S 4qy 36 sy

4But he who says to his parents: "'Uff to you! Do you promise
me that I will be raised — when generations before me have
passed?''$”

From behind the curtain, ‘Aishah responded: “Allah did not
reveal any Qur’an in our regard (i.e. the children of Abu Bakr),
except for the declaration of my innocence.”!)

In another report recorded by An-Nasa’i, Muhammad bin
Ziyad reported that when Mu‘awiyah was soliciting people to
pledge allegiance to his son, and Marwan declared: “This
follows the tradition of Abti Bakr and Umar.” On hearing this,
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakr said: “Rather, this is the
tradition of Heraclius and Caesar.” Marwan responded: “This
is the one about whom Alldh revealed,

€ 41 36 s
¢But he who says to his parents: ""Uff to you!"'3”

When that was conveyed to ‘Alishah, she said: “Marwan is
lying! By Allah, that was not revealed about him. If I wish to
name the person meant by it, I could. On the other hand,
Allah’s Messenger # placed a curse on Marwan’s father (Al-
Hakam bin Abi Al-‘As when Marwan was still in his loins, so
Marwan (bin Al-Hakam) is an outcome of Allah’s curse.”? As
for Allah’s statement:

ord W%

€5 3 sy
¢Do you promise me that 1 will be raisedy
meaning, resurrected.
€0 o B30 S5 5
when generations before me have passed?3
meaning, generations of people have already passed away, and

i Fath Al-Bdri 8 :1439. She was referring to Strat An-Nur 24:11-18.
2l An-Nasa’iin Al-Kubra 6 :458.
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none of them has ever returned to tell (what happened to them)?

o cer A

LE Ry
¢While they invoke Allah for help¥
meaning, they ask Allah to guide him, and they say to their son,

ST ot ¥) T G A5 B 5 ) s
£''Woe to you! Believe! Verily, the promise of Allah is true.”
But he says: "This is nothing but the legends of the ancient.” ¥

Allah then says,

Biem wh) ool o 6 el o K B A0 B 28 5 odf A

4They are those against whom the Word (of torment) has

justified among the previous generations of Jinn and mankind

that have passed away . Verily, they are ever the losers.¥
This indicates that all such people will be among their likes
and their peers among the disbelievers, who will lose
themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection.
Allah’s saying,

s ok
43
$Those are¥ after He said,
436 Gy
4But he who says $ confirms what we have mentioned above that
the latter is a general description of a type of people including
all those who fall under that description. Al-Hasan and Qata-
dah both said, “This applies to the disbelieving, sinful person
who is undutiful to his parents and who denies resurrec-
tion.”"! Allah then says,
€ & 250 Jeih

¢And for all, there will be degrees according to that which they

did, ¥
meaning that there will be degrees of punishment for each of
them according to what they did.

(1] At-Tabari 22:118.
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G 5 i g

4so that He might fully recompense them for their deeds, and
they will not be wronged.¥
which means Allah will not be unjust to them even in the
amount of a speck of dust or less. ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd
bin Aslam said: “The levels of the Fire descend, and those of
Paradise ascend.”!! Allah then says,

5 s GO S g Xl r“; UK off 5% 55y

€On the Day when those who disbelieve will be exposed to the

Fire (it will be said) : "You received your good things in the life

of the world, and you took your pleasure therein..."'$
which means that this will be said to them by way of blame
and reprimand. The Commander of the faithful, ‘Umar bin Al-
Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, gave up many of the
joys of food and drink and refrained from them while saying, “I
am afraid of being like those whom Allah has reproached and
condemned by saying,

4 Ll GO g ek ‘”’)»

¢You received your good things in the life of the world, and
you took your pleasure thereing.”

Abu Mijlaz said: “Some people will lose good deeds that they
had in the worldly life, and they will be told,
€001 o g Sl 2y
€You received your good things in the life of the world.”
Then Allah says,
€A 38 o T A aNT 6 GO8ES ET  odl S G 136D
€Today, you will be recompensed with the torment of extreme

humiliation, because you were arrogant upon the earth without
a right, and because you used to rebel against Allah’s command .
which indicates that their punishment will be of a type

comparable to their deeds. They enjoyed themselves, were
arrogant in their denial of the truth, and were involved in

(1} At-Tabari 22:119.
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sinning and disobedience. Thus, Allah punishes them with
extreme humiliation, disgrace, severe pains, continued sorrow,
and positions in the terrible depths of Hell — may Allah protect
us from all of that.
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421. And remember the brother of ‘Ad, when he warned his
people in Al-Ahqgaf. And surely, warners had already passed on
before him and after him (saying): “Worship none but Alldh;
truly, I fear for you the torment of a mighty Day."y

422. They said: "“Have you come to delude us from our gods?
Then bring us that with which you threaten us, if you are one
of the truthful!'$

423. He said: "'The knowledge (of that) is only with Allah.
And I convey to you that wherewith I have been sent, but I see
that you are a people given to ignorance!"$

424. Then, when they saw it as a dense cloud approaching
their valleys, they said: "This is a cloud bringing us rain!"
Nay, but it is that which you were asking to be hastened - a
wind wherein is a painful torment!y

425. Destroying everything by the command of its Lord! So
they became such that nothing could be seen except their
dwellings! Thus do We recompense the criminal people!$

The Story of ‘Ad

Allah says, consoling His Prophet # in regard to the rejection
of those who opposed him among his people,

&L S5

4And remember the brother of ‘Ad,»
This refers to Had, peace be upon in him. Allah sent him to
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the first people of ‘Ad who inhabited Al-Ahqaf. Ahqaf is plural
of Haqf. According to Ibn Zayd, it means a sand dune;!’! and
according to ‘Tkrimah, it means a mountain or a cave.
Qatadah said: “We were informed that ‘Ad was a tribe in
Yemen. They dwelt among sand (hills), and overlooked the sea
in a land called Ash-Shihr.” !

Under the chapter, “He Who supplicates should first mention
Himself,” Ibn Majah recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas narrated that
the Prophet # said:

Gl T 4 B
«May Allah have mercy on us and the Brother of ‘Ad /!
Allah then says,
Genils 5oy 450 o e S50 KBS
4¢And surely, warners had already passed on before him and
after him .3

meaning, Allah had sent Messengers and warners to the towns
surrounding the land of ‘Ad. This is similar to Allah’s saying,

LK G X S D NS Gl

¢And We made it a deterrent punishment for those who were
present and those who succeeded them .3 (2:66)

And it is also similar to Allah’s saying,

> 2 S ) rars v
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4But if they turn away, then say: "I have warned you of a
thunderbolt like the thunderbolt that struck ‘Ad and Thamid.
(That occurred) when the Messengers had come to them from
before them and after them (saying): 'Worship none but
Allah."y (41:13-14)

Allah then says,

PO A C A L

(1 At-Tabari 22:125.

(21 At-Tabari 22:124.

Bl Abu Dawud no. 3984, and Ibn Majah 2:1266. Al-Albani graded
this Hadith weak. Al-Busayri said that it is Sahih.
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ttruly, I fear for you the torment of a mighty Day .¥
meaning, Had said this to them (his people), and they
responded to him saying,

{4 £ Kl Gy

$Have you come to delude us from our gods?$ meaning, to prevent
us.

4L oy
&from our gods?%
ool 5 &8 o) TS Gy

Aed

&Then bring us that with which you threaten us, if you are one
of the truthful!y

They sought to hasten Alldh’s torment and punishment,
believing that it will not happen. This is similar to Allah’s saying,
€ 558 ¥ Gl G Joisy
4Those who do not believe in it (the Last Hour) seek to hasten

ity (42:18).
Hud’s response was,
RN 4
4He said : "'The knowledge (of that) is only with Allah."” %

which mearis, ‘Allah knows best about you. If you deserve the
punishment to be hastened, He will do that to you. As for me,
my duty is to deliver my message to you.’

\-))}L:—; L‘_,’ ;<'.) 29 %
€But I see that you are a people given to ignorance!y

which means, ‘you have no comprehension or understanding.’
Allah then says,

§fs] SE 6 55 G
4Then, when they saw it as a dense cloud approaching their
valleys, 3

meaning, when they saw the punishment coming towards

them, they thought it to be clouds full of rain. That made

them happy and joyful, because they had a drought and
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needed rain. Allah then said,

€1 20 3 By T AR G

€Nay, but it is that which you were askmg to be hastened - a
wind wherein is a painful torment!$

meaning, this is the torment that you called for saying, “Bring
to us what you promise us if you should be of the truthful.”

45 ¥ 50

¢Destroying every thing$ meaning, destroying every part of their
land that could normally be destroyed.

€S Ay

4by the command of its Lord!$ meaning, it had Allah’s permission
to do that.
This is similar to Allah’s saying,

§i, 08 S ) e B JE G

¢It spared nothing that it reached, but blew it into broken
spreads of rotten ruins.$ (51:42)

meaning, like something dilapidated (or decrepit).

Because of this, Allah says,

450 they became such that nothing could be seen except their
dwellings!y
means, all of them were destroyed, and none of them were
spared. Allah then says:

S B o7 A
€¢Thus do We recompense the criminal people!3

which means that this is Our judgement regarding those who
reject Our Messengers and disobey Our commands.

Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, that she said, “I never saw Allah’s Messenger # fully
laughing so that I would see his uvula. He would only smile.”
She added that when Allah’s Messenger # saw clouds or
wind, that would reflect on his face (as discomfort). She asked
him: “O Allah’s Messenger! When the people see clouds, they
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become happy, hoping that they bring them rain. But I notice
that when you see them, displeasure appears on your face.”
Allah’s Messenger # replied,
PG B ey £ SR B Sk g 0K N Ly ik b
W o e 3R 11065 S
«O ‘A’ishah! What would guarantee to me that they do not
bring punishment? Some nations had been punished with wind.
On seeing the punishment approaching them, a nation once

said: “This is a cloud bringing us rain.’’!!] This is also
recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, said that when Allah’s Messenger #£ saw clouds on
any of the horizons, he would leave whatever he was doing -
even if he was in prayer — and say:

0 B33 5 52T L e
«O Allah! I seek refuge with you from any harm that it (the
cloud) contains.»

If Allah removed those clouds, the Prophet £ would praise
Allah, and if rain fell, he would say:

(bt Zo ;‘,_éj}t»
«O Allah! Make it pouring and beneficent »!?!
Muslim also recorded in his Sahih from ‘A’ishah, may Allah be
pleased with her, that when the wind blew, Allah’s Messenger
# would say,
(3 e 3 5205y ST 6 S e s s LT Sl
y ST G555 (G 6
«O Allah! I ask You of its good, the good that it contains, and
the good with which it has been sent. And I seek refuge in You

from its evil, the evil that it contains, and the evil with which
it has been sent.»

She added that if the sky became cloudy, his color would

(1] Ahmad 6:66, Fath Al-Bari 8:441, and Muslim 2 :616.
(2] Ahmad 6:190.
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BN & change; he would exit,

enter, come, and go.
When it rained, his
anxiety would be
relieved. When
‘A’ishah, may Allah be
pleased with her,
noticed that, she
asked him about it
and he said:
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O ‘A'ishah! It could be
like what the people of
‘Ad said, €Then, when
they saw it as a dense
cloud approaching their
valleys, they said: ““This
is a cloud bringing us
rain!”' 1!

We have previously
mentioned the story
of the destruction of

the people of ‘Ad in both Surat AL-A‘raf and Surah Hud.!
Thus, there is no need to repeat it here; and verily Allah is

worthy of all praise and gratitude.
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(1 Muslim 2:616.
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(2} See volume four, the Tafsir of Sarat Al-A‘raf |7:65-72], and volume

five, the Tafsir of Stirah Hud [11 :50 - 60].
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€26. And indeed We had firmly established them with that
wherewith We have not established you! We also gave them
hearing, vision, and hearts. But their hearing, vision, and
hearts availed them nothing since they used to deny the Ayat of
Allah, and they were completely encircled by that which they
used to ridicule!®

€27. And indeed We have destroyed towns round about you,
and We have shown (them) the signs in various ways so that
they might return.¥

428. As for those whom they had taken for gods besides Allah,
as the means of approach to Him, why then did they not aid
them? Nay, but they vanished completely from them. And that
was their falsehood, and what they were fabricating.¥

Allah says, ‘We have granted the earlier nations wealth and
offspring in the worldly life. That which We granted them, we
did not give you anything similar or close to it.” Furthermore,

-

€55 4 B U vy G5 & 298 IR BE 8
&We also gave them hearing, vision, and hearts. But their
hearing, vision, and hearts availed them nothing when they
used to deny Allah’s signs, and they were completely encircled
by that which they used to ridicule!y

meaning, they were encircled by the torment and exemplary
punishment that they denied and whose occurrence they
doubted. This means, you listeners must beware of being like
them lest a punishment similar to theirs strikes you in this
life and the Hereafter. Allah then says,

€ 55 07 ¢ &G 5
¢And indeed We have destroyed towns round about you, ¥

This is addressed to the people of Makkah. Allah destroyed the
nations who disbelieved in the Messengers who lived around
Makkah, such as ‘Ad who were at Al-Ahgdf in Hadramawt near
Yemen, Thamud whose dwellings were between Makkah and
Ash-Sham (Greater Syria), Saba’ who were in Yemen, the
people of Madyan who were on the route and passage to
Ghazzah (Western Palestine), and the people of Lat who dwelt
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by the lake (the Dead Sea) which they used to pass by (on the
way to Jordan) as well. Allah then says,
\ B levet
¢and We have shown (them) the signs in various waysy
meaning, ‘We explained and clarified them.’
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£so that perhaps they might return. As for those whom they
had taken for gods besides Allah, as the means of approach to
Him, why then did they not aid them?¥
meaning, did they help them when they were in the greatest
need for them?

€z e 5
gbut they vanished completely from them.y Rather, they completely
left them alone when they needed them the most.
AT
¢And that was their falsehood,» meaning, their lie.
SHEBE G

gand what they were fabricating.$ which means that they
fabricated lies by taking them as gods, and they lost and failed
in their worship of them and their reliance upon them - and
Allah knows best.
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€29. And (remember) when We sent toward you a group of the
Jinn, to listen to the Qur'an. When they attended it, they said :
“Listen quietly!” And when it was concluded, they returned to
their people, as warners.$

430. They said: "O our people! Verily, we have heard a Book
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sent down after Miisd, confirming what came before it, it
guides to the truth and to the straight path."'$

431. "“O our people! Respond to Allah's Caller, and believe in
him. He (Allah) will forgive you some of your sins, and protect
you from a painful torment.”$

432. "“"And whosoever does not respond to Allah's Caller, he
cannot escape on earth, and he will not have besides Allah any
protectors. Those are in manifest error."'%

The Story of the Jinns listening to the Qur’an

Imam Ahmad recorded from Az-Zubayr that he commented on
the Ayah;

O GAST ol 23 05 ) TR i
¢And (remember) when We sent towards you a group of the
Jinn, to listen to the Qur'an.»
“They were at a place called Nakhlah!!! while Allah’s
Messenger #¢ was performing the Tsha’ prayer, and

A e
gthey crowded on top of each other to hear him.% (72:19)”

Sufyan said, “They stood on top of each other like piled
wool.”?l Ahmad was alone in recording this. Imam Ahmad
and the famous Imam, Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi in his
book Dald’il An-Nubuwwah, both recorded that Ibn °‘Abbas,
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Allah’s Messenger
never recited Qur’an to the Jinns, nor did he see them. Allah’s
Messenger # was heading with a group of his Companions
towards the Ukaz market. At that time, the devils had been
prevented from eavesdropping on the news of the heavens, and
they were being attacked by burning flames (whenever they
tried to listen). When the devils went back to their people, they
asked them what happened to them, and they answered, ‘We
have been prevented from eavesdropping on the news of the
heavens, and burning flames now attack us.” Their people told

(!l Nakhlah is the name of a valley located between Makkah and At-
Ta'if
(21 Ahmad 1:167.
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them, You have only been prevented from eavesdropping on
the information of the heavens because of something (major)
that has happened. So go all over the earth, east and west,
and see what is it that has obstructed you from eavesdropping
on the news of the heavens.” Thus they traveled all over the
earth, east and west, seeking that which had obstructed them
from eavesdropping on the news of the heavens. A group of
them went towards Tihamah,!! and found Allih’s Messenger
¥ while he was at a place called Nakhlah along the way to the
‘Ukaz market. He was leading his Companions in the Fajr
prayer. When the Jinns heard the recitation of the Qur’an,
they stopped to listen to it, and then they said: By Allah! This
is what has prevented you from eavesdropping on the news of
the heavens.” Then they returned to their people and told
them: ‘Our people! We certainly have heard an amazing
recitation (the Qur’an), it guides to the right path. So we have
believed in it, and we will join none in worship with our Lord.’
So Allah revealed to His Prophet #,

A58 el E 4 B
4Say : It has been revealed to me that a group of Jinns have
listened (to the Qur'an).» (72:19)

Thus, what was revealed to him was only the saying of the
Jinns.”?l Al-Bukhari recorded a similar narration, and Muslim
recorded it (as it is here). At-Tirmidhi also recorded it, as did
An-Nasa’l in his Tafsir.!

‘Abdullah bin Mas<d reported that the Jinns came down
upon the Prophet £ while he was reciting the Quran at a
place called Nakhlah. When they heard him,

€ ey
¢They said : 'Listen quietly.”y

meaning, hush! They were nine in number, and one of them
was called Zawba‘ah. So Allah revealed,

1 A village about seventy-two miles toward the west of Al-Madinah .
2 Ahmad 1:252 and Dala’il An-Nubuwwah 2 :225.

[B] Al-Bukhari no. 773, 4921, Muslim 1:331,Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi
9:168, and An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 6 :499.
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€And when We sent toward you a group of Jinns, to listen to
the Qur'an. When they attended it, they said : “'Listen quietly!"”
And when it was concluded, they returned to their people as
warners.$» until His saying:

& manifest error 1)

Thus, this report along with the above one by Ibn ‘Abbas, may
Allah be pleased with him, indicate that Allah’s Messenger &
was not aware of the presence of the Jinns at that time. They
only listened to his recitation and went back to their people.
Later on, they came to him in groups, one party after another,
and one group after another.

As for Allah’s saying,
€onact a3 3 15D
¢they returned to their people as warners .3

It means that they went back to their people and warned them
about what they heard from Allah’s Messenger #. This is
similar to Allah’s saying,
505 S LAy s 5 W0 ol o LA
¢...that they may obtain understanding in religion and warn
their people when they return to them, so that they might be
cautious (of evil). (9:122)

This Ayah has been used as evidence that the Jinns have
warners from among themselves, but no Messengers. There is
no doubt that Alldh did not send Messengers from among the
Jinns, because He says,

€ 3T 5 ) o VG ) S e G T

€And We did not send before you as Messengers any but men,

to whom We revealed from among the people of cities.p

11 Al-Hakim 2:456.
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(12:109)
And Allah says,
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¢And We never sent before you any of the Messengers but
verily they ate food and walked in the markets.y (25:20)

And He says about Ibrahim Al-Khalil, upon him be peace,
T 50 5 s

¢...And We placed in his descendants prophethood and
Scripture.$(29:27)

Thus, every Prophet whom Allah sent after Ibrahim was from
his offspring and progeny. As for Allah’s saying in Surat Al-
An‘am,

€5 30 Kk 5 oyt 11 2y
4O company of Jinns and human beings! Did there not come to
you Messengers from among youy (6:130)

It only applies to the two kinds collectively, but specifically
pertains to just one of them, which is the human. This is like
Allah’s saying,

¢From both of them (salty and fresh waters) emerge pearl and
Marjan 31 (55:22)
Although He said “both of them” this applies to only one of the
two types of water (the salty water}. Allah then explains how
the Jinns warned their people. He says,

€ o be I L 0 ) TS LG
4They said: 'O our people! Verily, we have heard a Book sent
down after Miisa..." ¥

They did not mention Isa, peace be upon him, because the
Injil that was revealed to him contained admonitions and
exhortations, but very few permissions or prohibitions. Thus, it
was in reality like a complement to the legislation of the

1] see the explanation of this Ayah.
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Tawrah, the Tawrah being the reference. That is why they
said, “Sent down after Musi.” This is also the way that
Waragah bin Nawfal spoke when the Prophet & told him
about his first meeting with Jibril, An-Namts, peace be upon
him. He said: “Very good, very good! This is (the angel) that
used to come to Musa. I wish that I was still a young man (to
support you).”!!

¢confirming what came before it,» meaning, the Scriptures that
were revealed before it to the previous Prophets. They then
said,

501 Y wagd

it guides to the truthy means in belief and information.

e

£t ok 30%
4and to the straight path.y

which means, in deeds. For verily, the Qur’an contains two
things: information and commandments. Its information is
true, and its commandments are all just, as Allah says,

s 1, & ¥ o
¢And the Word of Your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in
justice.$ (6:115)
Allah says,
€ o 50 45 35 s 3
¢It is He Who has sent His Messenger with the guidance and
the religion of truth.p (9:122)

The guidance is the beneficent knowledge, and the religion of
truth means the righteous good deeds. Thus, the Jinns said,

&0 ) vy
&it guides to the truthy in matters of belief,
€l ol dpy

0 gee Fath Al-Bari 1:30 but without the words “Bakh, Bakh” (very
good, very good).
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¢and to the straight path.$ meaning, in regard to actions.

L TR ,_,.\ T e
4O our people! Respond to Allah’'s Caller,» This is proof that
Muhammad £ has been sent to both the human beings and
the Jinns. Thus, Allah says,
a1 G0 0 TP
€¢Respond to Allah’s Caller and believe in him .3
Then Allah says,

€05 o el akd
¢He will then forgive you some of your sins,¥

Some scholars say that “some” here is auxiliary, but this is
questionable since it is rarely used to strengthen an
affirmative meaning. Others say that it means partial
forgiveness.

L

‘-‘Pu‘

tand protect you from a pamful torment .3

meaning, He will protect you from His painful punishment.
Then Allah informs that they said,

e
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¢And whosoever does not respond to Allah's Caller, he cannot

escape on earth, ¥
meaning, Allah’s power encompasses him and surrounds him.

G w5 o 4 ST P
¢and he will not have besides Allah any protectors.$
meaning, no one can protect him against Allah.
¢Those are in manifest error .y

This is a threat and warning. Thus, those Jinns called their
people with encouragement and warning. Because of this,
many of the Jinns took heed and came to Allah’s Messenger £
in successive delegations; and verily, Allah is worthy of all
praise and gratitude, and Allah knows best.
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’:‘L . /,m/f{ )f:g}r: ,f:i Sl 2 | that Allah, Who created
Go OpmndledIY|eleo Jgt w02 2l |\ the heavens and the
e }-/)L % earth, and was not wear-
%\wg MEZ}:’:‘ 1 ) ied by their creation, is
Able to give life to the
dead? Yes, He surely is Able to do all things .

434. And on the Day when those who disbelieve will be exposed

to the Fire (it will be said to them): "'Is this not the truth?"

They will say: "'Yes, by our Lord!"” He will say: “Then taste
the torment, because you used to disbelieve!"'$

\
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435. Therefore be patient as did those of determination among
the Messengers and be in no hurry for them. On the Day when
they will see what they are promised, it will be as though they
had not remained (in the world) except an hour in a day. (This
is) a clear Message. But will any be destroyed except the
defiantly rebellious people?%
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Evidence for Life after Death

Allah says, those who deny resurrection on Judgement Day,
and doubt that the bodies will be raised on that Last Day — Do
they not see,

Pt
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§that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was
not wearied by their creation, ¥

meaning, the creation of the heavens and earth did not
exhaust Him.” Rather, He commanded them: “Be,” and they
were, without any refusal or delay. They obeyed and
responded to Him with submission and fear. Is He not then
able to revive the dead? This is similar to what Allah said
elsewhere,

¥ o0 J&at B0 L Gl o sest eV ool 560y

L {CRATA A

& Verily, the creation of the heavens and earth is greater than

the creation of the people. But most people do not know .3

(40:57)
Allah responds to the above question by saying,

APV G e
€Yes, He surely is Able to do all things .y

Then Allah says, as a threat and a warning to whoever
disbelieves in Him,

e
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¢And on the Day when those who disbelieve will be exposed to
the Fire (it will be said to them): “’Is this not the truth?” ¥

meaning, it will be said to them, “Isn’t this the truth? Is this
magic, or do you not see?”

€0 & ey
¢They will say: "Yes, by our Lord!”$ meaning, they will
have no choice but to confess.

5i8E 25 @ Sl 1545 J6p
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¢He will say: ,'Then taste the torment, because you used to
disbelieve!" ¥

Commanding the Prophet i: to persevere
Allah then commands His Messenger #£ to observe patience
with those who rejected him among his people. He says,
€0 5 S U S0 O 5269
4 Therefore be patient as did those of determination among the
Messengers .3

meaning, as they were patient with their people’s rejection of
them. “Those of determination” among the Messengers are
Nuh, Ibrahim, Masa, TIsa and the last of all of the Prophets,
Muhammad . Allah has specifically mentioned their names
in two Ayat: Siarat Al-Ahzab (33:7) and Strat Ash-Shira
(42:13).

4 95 5y

4and be in no hurry for them.y which means, ‘do not rush the
punishment for them.’ This is similar to Alldh’s saying:

FEN L Areee eyt 3 7 &R Lm0
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¢And leave Me alone to deal with the rejectors, those who are
in possession of good things of life. And give them respite for a
little while.% (73:11)

4So allow time for the disbelievers, and leave them for a while.3
(86:17)
Then Allah says:
€ o ) B 5 s o i gD
¢On the Day when they will see that which they are promised,

it will be as though they had not remained (in the world) except
an hour in a day .

Which is similar to Allah’s saying,

46 5 5N T G
€On the Day they see it (the Hour), it will be as though they
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had not remained (in the world) except for a day's afternoon or
its morning.¥ (79:46)

and as He says,

€ S50 S0 5 e L S 0 1
4And on the Day when He shall gather them together, (it will

be) as if they had not stayed but an hour of a day. They will
recognize each other.¥(10:45)

Then Allah says,

LT
4A clear message.» meaning, this Qur'an provides a clear
concept.

”

€6 S 2 J6h

¢But will any be destroyed except the defiantly rebellious

people?3
Which means that Allah does not destroy anyone except those
who choose the way of destruction. It is part of Allah’s justice
that He does not punish anyone except those who deserve the
punishment — and Allah knows best.

This concludes the explanation of Surat Al-Ahgaf. And all

praise and blessings are due to Allah. Both success and
protection from faults are by His help.
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The Tafsir of Surat Al-Qital "
(Chapter - 47)
Which was revealed in Al-Madinah

,}\,_i,j‘\ \/;’“JT ,jif —
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful .
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41. Those who disbelieve and hmder (men) from the path of
Allgh, He will render their deeds vain .}

42. But those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and
believe in that which is sent down to Muhammad - for it is the
truth from their Lord - He expiates from them their sins and
amends their Bal .3

43. That is because those who disbelieve follow falsehood, while
those who believe follow the truth from their Lord. Thus does
Allgh set forth for mankind their parables .

The Reward of the Disbelievers and the Believers
Allah says,
€ iy
€Those who disbelieve} meaning, in the Ayat of Allah.
€his
#and hinder (men)¥» Others.
‘fr«u‘ A Jio P

&from the path of Allah, He will render their deeds vain.$
meaning, He renders their deeds vain and futile, and He

(1 This Sarah is commonly called Sturah Muhammad.
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denies them any rewards or blessings for them. This is similar
to His saying,

€And We wzll approach what they have done of deeds and make
them as dispersed dust.y (25:23)

Allah then says,
€5yl 1 e Sftd
4¢And those who believe and do righteous good deeds, ¥

Which means that their hearts and souls have believed, and
their limbs and their hidden and apparent acts have complied
with Allah’s Law.

Aoor

L SV 3j W
$And believe in that which has been sent down to Muhammady

Adding this statement to the previous one is a method of
adding a specific meaning to a general one. This provides proof
that after Muhammad’s advent, believing in him is a required
condition for the true faith.

Allah then says,

e

‘66}) o uA—\ Bl
&For it is the truth from their Lord .3 which is a beautifully placed
parenthetical clause. Thus, Allah says,
AL G e e Ky
¢He expiates from them their sins and amends their Bal.¥

Ibn ‘Abbas, said, “This means their matter.” Mujahid said,
“This means their affair.” Qatddah and lbn Zayd both said,
“Their condition.” And all of these are similar in meaning. It
has been mentioned (from the Prophet #) in the Hadith of the
responding to one who sneezes,

«;:(]L; é Loy 4 ;:{i_};:»
(May Allah guide you and rectify your (Bal) affairs »!!)
Then Allah says,
U1 Tuhfat AlAhwadhi 8:11.
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¢That is because those
who  disbelieve  follow
falsehood , %

meaning, ‘We only
invalidate the deeds of
the disbelievers and
overlook the sins of
the righteous, and
amend their affairs,
because those who
disbelieve follow false-
hood.” Meaning, they
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Allah set forth for the people their parables .}
Thus He makes the consequence of their actions clear to

them, and He shows them where they will end in their next
life — and Allah knows best.

fwhile those who believe
follow the truth from
their Lord. Thus does
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4. So, when you meet those who disbelieve (in battle), smite
(their) necks until you have fully defeated them, then tighten
their bonds. Thereafter (is the time) either for generosity or

4t

qu;
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ransom, until the war lays down its burden. Thus, and had
Allah so willed, He could have taken vengeance against them -
but (He lets you struggle) so as to test with one another. But
those who are killed in the way of Allah, He will never let their
deeds be lost.3

45. He will guide them and amend their condition.$

€6. And admit them to Paradise, which He has made known to
them .»

€7. O you who believe! If you support (in the cause of) Allah,
He will support you, and make your foothold firm .3

48. But as for those who disbelieve, misery awaits them, and
(Allah) will make their deeds vain.®

49. That is because they hate that which Allah has sent down;
so He has made their deeds fruitless.}

The Command to strike the Enemies’ Necks, tighten
Their Bonds, and then free Them either by an Act of
Grace or for a Ransom

Guiding the believers to what they should employ in their
fights against the idolators, Allah says,
ol 24 gy

€8 i U
€S0, when you meet those who disbelieve (in battle), smite their
necksy

which means, when you fight against them, cut them down
totally with your swords.’

CHEAT D

¢until you have fully defeated them,¥ meaning, you have killed
and utterly destroyed them.’

€1 15
{tighten their bonds.3 ‘This is referring to the prisoners of war
whom you have captured. Later on, after the war ends and the
conflict has ceased, you have a choice in regard to the captives:
You may either act graciously toward them by setting them free
without charge, or free them for a ransom that you require from
them.’ It appears that this Ayah was revealed after the battle of
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Badr. At that time, Allah reproached the believers for sparing
many of the enemy’s soldiers, and holding too many captives in
order to take ransom from them. So He said then:

g A PNe S X A Al g, I I A~ N P
o GG G B2 Sa o1 3 e G ol A 5SS ol ) XUy
o A% :
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4It is not for a Prophet to have captives of war until he had
made a great slaughter (among the enemies) in the land. You
desire the commodities of this world, but Allah desires (for you)
the Hereafter. Allah is Mighty and Wise. Were it not for a
prior decree from Allah, a severe torment would have touched
you for what you took.¥ (8:67-68)

Allah’s saying,
€0 Sl G &y
&...until the war lays down its burden.y Mujahid said: “Until Tsa

bin Maryam (peace be upon him) descends.”!! It seems as if he
derived this opinion from the Prophet’s # saying,

GEB AT & 25 5501 e G el AT 1 0 01E W

«There will always be a group of my Ummah victorious upon
the truth, until the last of them fight against Ad-Dajjal »'?

Imam Ahmad recorded from Jubayr bin Nufayr who reported
from Salamah bin Nufayl that he went to the Messenger of
Allah # and said, “I have let my horse go, and thrown down
my weapon, for the war has ended. There is no more fighting.”
Then the Prophet ¥ said to him,

S Lg B e el T GG 5 Y e as SN
NIV ERES TR ot A TS+ S A SN RN

Gl o5 N el 3 3 Qs U gl s a2 by
(Now the time of fighting has come. There will always be a
group of my Ummah dominant over others. Allah will turn the
hearts of some people away (from the truth), so they (that

(11 At-Tabari 22:157.
(21 Abu Dawud 3:11.
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group) will fight against them, and Allah will bestow on them
(war spoils) from them (the enemies) ~ until Allah's command
comes to pass while they are in that state. Verily, the center of
the believers’ abode is Ash-Sham. And goodness is tied around
the horses' foreheads till the Day of Resurrection »!!)

An-Nasa’ also recorded this narration.!

Allah then says,
L S A AR TR

4¢Thus, and had Allah so willed, He could have taken vengeance
against them ;¥

which means that had He so willed, He could have taken
immediate vengeance against the disbelievers with a
chastisement or exemplary punishment directly from Him.

4but (He lets you struggle) so as to test with one another .y

meaning, He has ordered Jihad and fighting against the
enemies in order to try you and test your affairs. Allah also
expresses His wisdom by the legislation of Jihad in the
following two Sirahs, Al ‘Imfan and At-Tawbah, in which He
says,
€GN 5 K WG B S O T RS I s o
€Or did you think that you would enter the Paradise before
Allah had made evident those of you who fight in His cause and
made evident those who are steadfast?$ (3:142)

Y WY [ PR <3 WO Y P 3 A% PP TEET NP T4
29 DAl Gy Ade AL oy &l AN p—h)l;‘-@’
&Fight them,; Allah will then punish them by your hands,
disgrace them, grant you victory over them, satisfy the breasts
of a believing people, and remove the fury of their (the
believers') hearts. Allah turns in forgiveness to whom He wills;

Allah is Knowing and Wise.y ( 9:14-15)

11 Ahmad 4:104.
(2l An-Nasa’i 6:214, and in Al-Kubra 5:218.
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Merit of the Martyrs

Since it is customary during wars that many of the believers
die, Allah says:

CAS S a0 gl 3 U8 B0
4But those who are killed in the way of Allah, He will never let
their deeds be lost.»

which means that He would not let their good deeds go to
waste, but would rather multiply and increase them. Some of
them will continue being rewarded for their good deeds for the
entire length of their stay in Al-Barzakh.!! This has been
mentioned in a Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad in his
Musnad on the authority of Kathir bin Murrah, who reported
from Qays Al-Judhami, may Allah be pleased with him, that
Allah’s Messenger #% said,
‘_g;) ‘4...1::-/ Jg’/% MDOA #J)\Mdu}ww‘db.u»
u|.\.& uﬂj ¢J.SY‘ CJ&H :;;U} 3 C)..-J\ ))>J| éj;} sA.oJ\ B2 ://b
ey 2 Jds

(As the first drop of his blood gushes forth, a martyr is granted
six merits: all of his sins are forgiven, he is shown his place in
Paradise, he is married to wide-eyed Hiiris, he is secured from
the great fear (on Judgement Day) and the torment of the grave,
and he is adorned with the adornments of Iman »

Ahmad was alone in recording this Hadith.?!
Abui Ad-Darda’, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that
Allah’s Messenger # said,

s Jhl G Gt 3 S B3
A martyr is allowed to intercede for seventy members of his
household .»

This was recorded by Abu Dawud,®! and there are numerous
other Hadiths mentioning the merits of the martyrs.
As for Allah’s saying,

(1} The intermediate state between this life and the Hereafter.
2} Ahmad 4:200.
Bl Abu Dawud no. 2522.
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o

Erpn
4He will guide themy
meaning, He will guide them to Jannah. This is similar to
Allah’s saying,

e
- ‘/L *4 ')./
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¢Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous good

deeds, their Lord will guide them because of their Faith : beneath
them rivers will flow in the Gardens of Pleasure.3 (10:9)

Allah says,

€4 425
dand amend their condition.¥ meaning, their situation and affairs.
el G
$And (He will) admit them to Paradise, which He has made
known to them .y

It means that He has acquainted them with Paradise and
guided them to it. Mujahid said: “The people of Paradise will
be guided to their houses and dwellings and whatever sections
Allah has ordained for them in it. They will not make mistakes
in this, nor will they ask anyone for directions to their
dwellings - as if they had dwelt in it from the time they were
first created.”!

Al-Bukhari recorded from Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, may Allah be
pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger # said,

s O, G S0 o kil 22 N 5 D050 el B
H &% >3 oa7 7. a5 355 C . o S P R
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(After the believers securely pass the Fire (on the Day of
Judgement), they will be held back upon a bridge between
Paradise and the Fire. There, they will have any acts of
injustice that they committed against one another in the life of

(1] At-Tabari 22:160.
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this world rectified. After they are completely purified and
cleansed (from injustice), they will be admitted into Paradise.
By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, each one of them will
find his way to his dwelling in Paradise better than he found
his way to his dwelling in the worldly life o'

Support Allah’s Cause, He will then support You
Allah then says:
DK S5 K B 1525 o G ol Gsd

%O you who believe! If you support (the cause of) Allah, He

will support you and make your foothold firm.3
This is similar to His saying,

€ 5 G
4Indeed, Allah will surely support those who support Him (His
cause).¥ (22:40)

That is because the reward is comparable to the type of deed
that is performed. Thus, Allah says here,

50 i
4and make your foothold firm .3 Allah then says,
€4 Ca VR ooy
4But as for those who disbelieve — misery awaits them¥

This misery is the opposite of making firm the footholds of the
believers who support the cause of Allah and His Messenger . It
has been confirmed in a Hadith that Allah’s Messenger ¥ said,

B (581 e ikl 38 L GRSMNAE Gl QGIINEE b

CRE S s
«(Misery awaits the servant of the Dinar; misery awaits the
servant of the Dirham; misery awaits the servant of velvet.

Misery awaits him, and degeneracy; and if he is pricked by a
thorn, may he not find anyone to pull it for him 2

(11 Al-Bukhari no. 6535.
(2] Fath Al-Bari 6:95 and Ibn Majah 2 :1386.
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This means may Allah not cure him. Then Allah says,
4 Lhp

$and (Allah) will make their deeds vain.y meaning, He will nullify
them and make them fruitless. Thus, Allah says,

€6 TS A A
4That is because they hate that which Allah has sent down ;3

which means that they did not want or like what Allah
revealed.

€ L5
4s0 He made their deeds fruitless.¥
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410. Have they not traveled through the earth and seen what
happened in the end to those before them? Allah destroyed them
completely, and a similar (awaits) the disbelievers .

€11. That is because Allah is the Protector of those who believe,
whereas the disbelievers have no protector.3

€12. Certainly Allah will admit those who believe and do
righteous good deeds, into Gardens under which rivers flow
(Paradise) ; while those who disbelieve enjoy their life and eat as
cattle eat; but the Fire will be their abode .%

413. And how many a town mightier than your town that has
driven you out We have destroyed, with none to help them!¥

W B A gy

Admonition and Fire for the Disbelievers; Paradise for
Those Who have Taqwa

Allah says,
disss i

¢Have they not traveledy meaning, those who associate
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partners with Allah and deny His Messenger £&.

e oo apor

%M.h af e ;4—\-& o Gl AaE 8 S8 RS GNT Gd
4through the land and seen what happened in the end to those
before them? Allah destroyed them completely,¥

which means that Allah punished them because of their denial
and disbelief, and saved the believers from among them. That
is why He says,

T Ky

4and a similar (end awaits) the disbelievers.3 Then Allah
says,

/,/

LS WA U AT AT (N e s

4That is because Allah is the Protector of all those who believe,
whereas the disbelievers have no protector .3

After the battle of Uhud, Aba Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb, the
commander of the idolators at that time, inquired about the
Prophet i, Aba Bakr, and ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with
them. When he heard no response, he announced: “Verily,
those three have died!” ‘Umar then responded to him: “You lie,
O enemy of Allah! Allah has indeed saved those who will
displease you. Indeed, those whom you mentioned are all
alive!”

Abu Sufyan then said: “Well, today makes up for (the defeat
on) the day of Badr, and the war has its ups and downs. And
indeed, you are going to find mutilation (in the bodies of your
dead) that I did not command, nor did I prohibit.” Then he
turned around chanting: “Glory to Hubal (their greatest idol),
Glory to Hubal.” Allah’s Messenger #£ said:

tAren't you going to respond to him?»
The Companions said: “What should we say, O Messenger of
Allah?” He & said:
«f};i} et SRE
«Say : "Allah is Most High and Most Glorious.”»
Then Abut Sufyan said: “We have Al-‘Uzza (their second idol),
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and you have no ‘Uzza. (honor).” Allah’s Messenger # said:

(Aren't you all going to respond to him?» They said: “What
should we say, O Messenger of Allah?” He said:

& g5 V3 g )b
«Say : “'Allah is our Protector, and you have no protector.!!]
Allah then says,
G CE o o8 Rl L5 0O 81 0 5
¢Verily, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous

good deeds into Gardens through which rivers flow.$ meaning,
on the Day of Resurrection.

€S 36 o 5 U oty
€Whereas those who disbelieve enjoy their life and eat as cattle

eat ¥
Which means that the disbelievers enjoy their worldly life and
eat in it like animals, munching and gnawing (with greed).
They have no concern other than that. Thus, it has been
confirmed in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah #£ said,
sl 2 g BE &G s e g BT Lasie
(A believer eats with one intestine, and a disbeliever eats with
seven intestines .2
Then Allah says,

44 5 55
4but the Fire will be their abode.$ meaning, on the Day of
their Reckoning.
Allah then says,
€A o A 5 5 B G 2T 0 P
€And how many a town mightier than your town that has
driven you outy meaning, Makkah.

(1 Fath Al-Bari 6:188.
21 Fath Al-Bari 9 :446.
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451 26 5 28y
¢We have destroyed, with none to help them!y

This is a great threat and severe warning to the people of
Makkah because they rejected Allah’s Messenger #£Z, who was
the chief of the Messengers and the last of the Prophets. If
Allah had destroyed the previous nations because of their
denial of their Messengers, what then would those (people of
Makkah) expect that Allah would do to them in the worldly life
and the Hereafter? And if the torment were to be lifted off
some of them in this life by the blessing of the presence of the
Messenger, the Prophet of Mercy, the torment will be stored
for them in their next life, as Allah says,

) Byt e 5 G0 00 T 6 2K 24 Gy

¢Their torment will be doubled! They could not bear to hear
(the preaching), and they used not to see (the truth).3 (11:20)

Concerning Allah’s saying,
€A Gl A3

4than Your town that has driven you outy This means, ‘its people
who have driven you (Muhammad #£) out from amongst them
(the people of Makkah).” Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Ibn
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, that when Allah’s
Messenger # left Makkah (at the time of Hijrah — migration),
and he reached the cave and hid inside it, he looked back
toward Makkah and said,

S A0 53 gy sk STt ) sk S5

e 310 4R
«You are the most beloved to Allah among Allah's lands, and
you are also the most beloved to me among Allah’s lands. Were

it not that the idolators have driven me out from you, I would
never have left you.»

Ibn ‘Abbas then said, “The worst of enemies is he who
transgresses against Allah in His own sacred place, who kills a
person who is not trying to kill him, or who kills because of
Jahiliyyah vengeance. Allah then revealed to His Prophet #,
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¢And how many a town
mightier than your town
that has driven you out
have We destroyed, with
none to help them!3p™!]
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414. Can then he, who stands on clear evidence from his Lord,
be like those for whom their evil deeds are beautified for them,

while they follow their own lusts?$

415. The description of Paradise which is promised to those who
have Taqwa, (is that) in it are rivers of water that are not Asin,
rivers of milk the taste of which never changes, rivers of wine
delicious to those who drink it, and rivers of refined honey; and
therein for them are all kinds of fruits, and forgiveness from
their Lord. Can this be likened to those who abide eternally in
the Fire and are given to drink boiling water that severs their

intestines?$

(11 At-Tabari 22:165.
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The Worshipper of the Truth and the Worshipper of Lust
are not Equal

Allah says:

et e s

L PO Crigy 5 3ty
¢Can then he, who stands on clear evidence from his Lord...»

This means a person who is upon clear vision and certainty
concerning Allah’s commands and His religion, because of the
guidance and knowledge that Allah has revealed in His Book, and
because of the pure nature upon which Allah has created him.

’(;‘f‘;ﬁ\ 1"‘ AJ’ Ga d 7 a:( )
4(Can he) be likened to those for whom their evil deeds are
beautified for them, while they follow their own lusts?$

which means that they cannot be equal. This is similar to
Allah’s saying,

P 1

A RS B L. BT A S

¢Can he who knows that what has been revealed unto you from
your Lord is the truth be like him who is blind?$ (13:19) And,

€0 o5UK B A L i 2 A s 20 W
€Not equal are the people of the Fire and the people of Paradise.
The People of Paradise will be the successful ones.y (59:20)

Description of Paradise and Its Rivers
Allah then says:

€020 55 RPCaifc

4The description of Paradise which is promised for those who
have Taqwa...»

Tkrimah said,
1 5
¢The description of Paradise “This means its description.”
(o-"\' PN R R

¢In it are rivers of water that are not Asin, ¥



Siirah 47. Muhammad (14-15) (Part-26) 99

Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Al-Hasan, and
Qatadah all said, “It does not change.”!! Qatadah, Ad-
Dahhak, and °‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani all said, “It is not foul-
smelling.” The Arabs say Asin if its (water) scent changes.[zl

¢rivers of milk, the taste of which never changes, ¥

which means that the milk is of utmost whiteness, sweetness,
and richness. It has been mentioned in a Hadith attributed to
the Prophet # “Their milk did not come out of the udders of
cattle.”

&rivers of wine delightful to those who drink it,%

hich means that the wine does not have a bad taste or foul
smell like that of the worldly life. Rather, it is good in its
appearance, taste, smell, and effect, as Allah says,

I s o

B @ 55 5 o T
4it (the wine) has no bad effects, nor does it cause
intoxication.$ (37:47) and,
€004 Y & 0550 VP
¢From which (the wine) they will have no headache, nor will
they be intoxicated .y (56:19)

fwhite, delicious to the drinkers.»(37:46)
It has been mentioned in a Hadith attributed to the Prophet
¥, “Their wine was not pressed under men’s feet.”
gand rivers of refined honey ;¥

which means that the honey is of utmost purity and pleasant
color, taste, and smell. It has been mentioned in a Hadith
attributed to the Prophet ¥, “Their honey did not come out of

(11 At-Tabari 22:166.
(2] At-Tabari 22:167.
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the bellies of bees.” !
Imam Ahmad recorded from Hakim bin Mu‘awiyah who
narrated from his father that Allah’s Messenger £ said,

530 G SN GRE LR AR 2 sl A oW 2 D s

«Verily, there is in Paradise a lake of milk, a lake of water, a
lake of honey, and a lake of wine. The rivers then gush out of
them 12!

At-Tirmidhi reported this narration in his section of the
Description of Paradise, and he said, “Hasan Sahih.l®!
In the Sahih, it is recorded that Allah’s Messenger #£ said,

Ly Esh LT cdd hesf 86 ossd L s @ JHG g

(ot 258 5555 (IR ST AR
«When you ask Allah, ask Him for Al-Firdaws, because it is
the central and highest part of the Paradise, and from it gush

the rivers of the Paradise and above it is the Throne of the Most
Merciful /™ Allah says,

g,

L SSCIR QR
4...and therein for them are all kinds of fruits, ... ¥
This similar to His saying,

BIel 1355 K Ga 5453

¢They will call in it for every kind of fruit in peace and
security .y (44:55)

And His saying,

S GO

€In them will be every kind of fruits in pairs.y (55:52)
Allah says

(1 This narration and the meaning of the one before it were recorded

by Ibn Al-Mundhir as a saying of Sa‘id bin Jubayr according to Ad-
Durr Al-Manthiir 6 :25.

2 Ahmad 5:5.
B! Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7 :287 .
4] Fath Al-Bari 6:14.
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€5 o T
4. ..and forgiveness from their Lord.3 meaning, in addition to all of
the above. Allah says,

Ll % RSy
&Can this be likened to those who abide eternally in the Firey

meaning, ‘can those that We have described their position in
the Paradise be like those who will abide eternally in the Fire?’
They are not equal, and nor are those who will be in the high
ranks (in the Paradise} and those who will be in the lowest
depths (Hell).
s L

¢and are given fo drink boiling watery meaning, extremely hot; so
hot that it is unbearable.

A Sy

€that severs their intestines® meaning, that will cut their insides —
both bowels and intestines. We seek refuge in Allah from that.
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€16. And among them are some who listen to you till when
they go out from you, they say to those who have received
knowledge : *'What is it that he has said just now? “Such are
men whose hearts Allah has sealed because they followed their
lusts .p

€17. And as for those who accept guidance, He increases them
in guidance and bestows on them their Taqwa.$

418. Do they then await except that the Hour should come
upon them suddenly? But already there have come (some of) its
portents; and when it (actually) is on them, how can they
benefit then by their reminder?$
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419. So know that La ildha illallah and ask forgiveness for your
sin, and also for (the sin of) believing men and women. And
Allah knows well your moving about, and your place of rest.3

The Description of the Situation of the Hypocrites and
the Command to maintain Tawhid and seek
Forgiveness

Allah describes the hypocrites’ stupidity and limited
understanding. They used to sit before Allah’s Messenger
and listen to his words without understanding anything. Then
when they left from his presence,

ERAARE R
4they say to those who have received knowledgey
from the Companions
45 36 5ey

€' ‘What is it that he has said just now?”y meaning, at this
moment. They did not understand what he said, nor did they
care about it.
Allah says,
GO GG 8 A o A
4Such are the men whose hearts Allih has sealed because they
followed their lusts.p

which means that they had neither sound understanding nor
correct intentions. Allah then says,
a3 AT G0y
€And as for those who accept guidance, He increases them in
guidancey

which means that those who seek guidance, Allah facilitates it
for them; He guides them to it, makes them firm on it, and
gives them more of it.

LIPS
¢and bestows on them their Taqwa.» meaning, He inspires them to
their righteous guidance Allah then says,

€ o S seet ) 58 S
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¢Do they then await except that the Hour should come upon
them suddenly?$

meaning, while they are unaware of it.

E poet o ooz

(l‘L\ i A Jas

€But already there have come (some of) its portents;p

meaning, the signs of its approach. This is similar to Allah’s
saying,

( &v) “)Y‘ ;.J)‘ %J)ﬁ\ )..\J :)f ;:.;\: ‘:\;)

4This is a warner of the warners of old. The approaching Day
has drawn near.% (53:56-57)

And His saying,
GG G50 LG
4The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has split.$ (54:1)
And His saying,

L s Bl i
¢The command of Allah is coming, so do not be impatient for
ity (16:1)
And His saying,
€00 Al R Py 08 Sy
4The people’s Day of Reckoning has approached while they turn
away in heedlessness.y (21:1)

Thus, the Messenger’s advent is one of the signs of the Hour,
because he is the Finality of the Messengers. With him, Allah
has completed the religion and established the evidence
against all people in a way that was never done by a previous
Prophet. Allah’s Messenger # has most clearly informed about
the signs and indications of the Hour, as we have discussed
elsewhere.

Al-Bukhari recorded from Sahl bin Sa‘d, may Allah be
pleased with him, that he saw Allah’s Messenger # bring his
index and middle fingers together while he said,

e

e FRTATRG k)
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«I have been sent before the Hour as these two (fingers) .»!)
Allah continues,

ol g A &y

¢and when it (actually) is on them, how can they benefit then
by their reminder?»
meaning, how would remembering benefit the disbelievers
when the Hour comes upon them? This is similar to Allah’s
saying,
4On that Day will the human being remember, but what would
that remembrance avail him then?% (89:23)
And His saying,

-z, =R e

€D as o o S A G o X TG

€They will say (in the Hereafter) : ''Now we believe in it!"" But
how could they claim belief from such a far place?$ (34:52)
Allah then says,
€49 & YA L6y
€S0 know that La ilaha illallah®
This is a declaration that there is no true God except Allah. It

is not something that is easy for him to command the people
to have knowledge of. That is why Allah connected it with,

€L Gty AR 0

¢and ask forgiveness for your sin and for the believing men and
women.d

In the Sahih, it is recorded that Allah’s Messenger # used to
say,

Pt ey ol S G5 A B S0 i A s
AT oo J - R L4 ot

e M3 ISy (gaash gl cgdry Jia e

«O Allah, forgive my sin, my ignorance, my immoderation in
my affairs, and all that You know better about my (faults) than

1 Fath Al-Bari 8:560.
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myself. O Allah, forgive for me my joking, my seriousness, my
unintended error, and my deliberate (mistakes) - and 1 have
done of all that )
It is also reported in the Sahih that he # used to say at the
end of the prayer,
AR S A A A AR O R AR R H T R+ (;g,m»
«C.J\ YLJLY dﬁ'”;“""‘ ‘Ai‘f%("\“ ._,_.\
«O Allah, forgive for me what I have previously done, what I
may commit in future, what I have committed secretly, what I
have committed openly, what I have done excessively, and all

sins that You know better than me. You are my God. There is
no (true) God except You

It is also recorded in the Sahih that he # used to say,
Lo BT et gl OST w sEed S8 OGS g sl glo

«0}“-}-&-«!

«O people! Repent to your Lord! Verily, 1 ask Allah for
forgiveness and repent to Him more than seventy times every
day 2! Allah then says,

et ';: Loa )/,, )/,/

¢And Allah knows well your moving about, and your place of
rest.»

means, He knows how you behave during the day, and where
you settle at night. This is similar to His saying,
L FEIC A A VS QHCRPE e

¢t is He Who takes your souls by night and knows all that you
do by day .3(6:60)

And He says,
%, Lo, g2 e % ‘ L e .
#ayu@,@uﬁ,\»)wﬁn B g 5 o G
(q <
o

(1] Fath Al-Bari 11:200.
2 Fath Al-Bari 13:473.
Bl Fath Al-Bari 11:104.
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€20. Those who believe say: “Why is not a Stirah sent down
(for us)?” But now that a decisive Siirah is sent down
mentioning fighting, you can see those in whose hearts is
disease (of hypocrisy) looking at you with the look of one who is
about to faint for fear of death. But it was better for them .3

€21. Obedience and good words. And when the matter is
resolved, then if they had been true to Alldh, it would have
been better for them.y

€22. So would you perhaps, if you turned away,”™ spread
corruption on earth, and sever your ties of kinship?¥

(!l Some commentators including At-Tabari suggest the meaning: f
you were given the authority’, instead of ‘if you turned away’.
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£23. Such are the ones whom Allah has cursed, so that He has
made them deaf and blinded their vision .y

The Situation of the True Believer and the Sick-Hearted
when the Command for Jihdd was revealed

Allah mentions that the believers were hoping that Jihad
would be legislated. But when Allah ordained it, many of the
people turned back, as Allah says,

5 dei e S 5 6 06 T LB AEE S gk s Y

€55 G G 3 G 3 O L T T
4¢Have you not seen those who were told : *'Restrain your hands
(from fighting), establish the Salah, and give Zakah."” But then
when fighting was ordained for them, you find a party of them
fearing the people as they fear Allah or more. They said : ''Our
Lord! Why have You decreed fighting upon us? If only You
have postponed us for a short period.” Say: “The enjoyment of
this world is little. The Hereafter is far better for him who had
Taqwa of (Allah), and you will not be dealt with unjustly, even
as much as a thin thread (inside a date’s pit).”’ $(4:77)

Similarly, Allah says here,

B S5 e S 3
¢Those who believe say: "Why is not a Stirah sent down (for
us)?"'y
means, a Strah containing an order to fight. Then He says,
S el 13 oo 5 Sl B Jedl G 65 RS S
€5 o o 0 18
4¢But now that a decisive Sirah is sent down mentioning

fighting, you can see those in whose hearts is disease looking at
you with the look of one who is about to faint for fear of death.y

meaning, due to their fear, terror, and cowardice concerning
meeting the enemies. Allah then encourages them by saying,

€542 55 50 @Y 6
¢But it was better for them, obedience and good words.
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which means that it would have been better for them to listen
and obey in that present situation.

A 2

£When the matter (of fighting) is resolved .3 which means when the
situation becomes serious and the time of fighting truly arrives.

€l s &y

&if they had been true to Allah,» meaning, by making their
intentions sincerely for Him.

€40 1 o5
&it would have been better for themy Allah then says,

€45 o e 6y
4So would you perhaps, if you turned awayy meaning, from Jihad
and you withdrew from it.

€ Gl T 5 bicE Ty
&spread corruption on earth, and sever your ties of kinship?%

which means, would you then go back to your old practices of
the time of ignorance: shedding blood and severing kinship
ties? Allah then says,

CEAE) I AL A T ol Ay
€Such are the ones whom Allah has cursed, so He has made
them deaf and blinded their vision .3

This involves a general prohibition of spreading corruption on
earth, and a specific prohibition of severing the ties of kinship.
In fact, Allah has commanded the people to establish
righteousness on earth, as well as to join the ties of kinship by
treating the relatives well in speech, actions, and spending
wealth in charity. Many authentic and sound Hadiths have
been reported through numerous routes of transmission from
Allah’s Messenger in this regard. Al-Bukhari recorded from
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that Allah’s
Messenger # said,

@

355 5 i s 2326 At coB & F5 G G 0 S Gl
51 53 VT 2 068 O canadll G b S U 106 30 (G 10
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0l 15 106 G 206 sekhd 1 ddasly wllo) fa o

After Allah completed creating the creation, the womb stood
up and pulled at the lower garment of the Most Merciful. He
said, 'Stop that!’ It replied, "My stand here is the stand of one
seeking refuge in you from severance of ties." Allah said,
"Would it not please you that I join whoever joins you and sever
whoever severs you?' It replied, 'Yes indeed!” He said, "You are
granted that!

Abu Hurayrah then added, “Read if you wish:
"n\@\—) by AT g BAE (v‘y of L J6¥
4So would you perhaps, if you turned away, spread corruption
on earth, and sever your ties of kinship?$”

Then Al-Bukhari recorded it with another wording which
states that the Messenger of Allah # said,

“‘(/Qr(a\»)‘ Ak N 3 LIS (Jf o) AL Jo¥ 2 S 5] 1558

«Read if you wish: %So would you perhaps, if you turned
away, spread corruption on earth, and sever your ties of
kinship?$»
Muslim also recorded it.
Imam Ahmad recorded from AbG Bakrah, may Allah be
pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger £ said:

”'I»

3., 2

& erla 2l L ‘uu|3uwgum\&wb\6f\w;wu>>
(e iy A1 G Y

«No sin deserves that Allah hasten its punishment in the

worldly life, in addition to what He reserves in the Hereafter for

those who commit it, more than injustice and severance of the

ties of kinship

This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn

Majah. At-Tirmidhi said, “This Hadith is Sahih.”?! Imam
Ahmad recorded from Thawban, may Allah be pleased with
him, that Allah’s Messenger ¥ said,

(1] Ahmad 5:38.
(21 Abu Dawud 5:208, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:213, Ibn Majah 2:1408.
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s Jads B3 3 BEIG ge N sl e
«(Whoever likes for his life to be extended, and his provision
increased, let him connect his ties of kinship ")
Ahmad was alone in recording this narration, but it has a
supporting narration in the Sahith.
Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah
be pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger #£ said,

5 @i Jotdl o3 e s &Y Jonsl oy asdly W ot B

THEA RS OHE
«Verily, the womb is attached to the Throne. And connecting
its ties does not mean dealing evenly (with the kinsfolk), but it

rather means that if one’s kinsfolk sever the ties, he connects
them 12!

This Hadith was also recorded by Al-Bukhari.
Ahmad also recorded from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah be
pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger #£ said,

REE N EA LN W FKEL g LS [ [ I [ e

ilo) e Jl el 12 S
«The womb will be placed on the Day of Resurrection, curved
like a spinning wheel, speaking with an eloquent fluent tongue,

calling to severing whoever had severed it, and joining whoever
had joined it 21!

Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, may Allah
be pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger #£ said,
A TARPISAT N Bt o5 g;,fw ST L850 a3l A5 D a5l
«The merciful ones will be granted mercy from the Most
Merciful. Have mercy on those on earth — the One above the

heavens will then have mercy on you. And Ar-Rahim (the
womb) is from Ar-Rahman, so whoever joins it, it joins him;

(1] Ahmad 5:279, and similar with Al-Bukhari 5985.
2] Fath Al-Bari 10:437, and Ahmad 2 :163.
3] Ahmad 2:189.
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and whoever severs it, it severs him !

Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi both recorded this Hadith and
it has been reported with continuous chains of transmission.
At-Trimidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.”?! There are numerous other
Hadiths in this regard.

S50 a8 B LT Al 3 UG ol @ T S G5 S

Dot 6 S B B §Y [ I S L NG

G T Sl G @l S e KA
68 A L8 4505, s

424. Will they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there

locks upon their hearts?¥

425. Verily, those who have turned back as disbelievers after

guidance had become clear to them — Shaytin has enticed them

and filled them with false hopes.%

€26. That is because they said to those who hate what Allah has

sent down: ""We will obey you in part of the matter.” And

Allah knows their secrets.®

€27. Then how (will it be) when the angels will take their souls

at death, striking their faces and their backs?%

€28. That is because they followed that which angered Allah
and hated what earns His pleasure, so He rendered their deeds
worthless . ¥

The Command to reflect upon the Qur’an

Commanding the people to reflect and ponder upon the
Qur’an, and prohibiting them from turning away from it, Allah
says,
&Will they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there locks
upon their hearts?%

1} Ahmad 2:160.
(2] Abu Dawud 5:231, and Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:51.
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means, there indeed are locks upon some hearts, firmly
closing them so that none of its meanings can reach them. Ibn
Jarir recorded from Hisham bin ‘Urwah, from his father, may
Allah be pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger # once
recited this Ayah,

i@'\iﬁﬁj o Jo SN SITE 65 Siip
&Will they not then reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there locks
upon their hearts?%

and a young man from Yemen said, “Indeed, there are locks
upon them - until Allah opens them totally or slightly.” After
that Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, always liked that
young man, and kept that to himself until he became in
charge, upon which he utilized him (as a consultant).!"!

Condemning Apostasy
Allah then says,

€5 & LT T By

¢ Verily, those who have turned backy meaning, they departed from
the faith and returned to disbelief.

AAr7 /4/7

€40 2 B L 0 G
&... after guidance had become clear to them - Shaytin has
enticed them¥
meaning he adorned and beautified that (apostasy) for them.

€2 iy
4and filled them with false hopes.» meaning, he tempted them,
and deceived them.
A s 3 ks 41 25 CIAY o 196 8L S
€That is because they said to those who hate what Allah sent
down : ““We will obey your in part of the matter."” ¥

means, they plotted secretly with them and gave them evil
advice — as is the common practice of the hypocrites who
declare the opposite of what they conceal. Because of this,

11 At-Tabari 22:180.
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Allah says,

e AL G0y

$And Allah knows their secrets.$

whatever they hide and conceal, Allah is well-acquainted with
it and He knows it. This is similar to His saying,

€52 0 2850
¢...And Allah records all that they plot by night.¥ (4:81)
Allah then says,
Eaasl dads S KON 2455 6 GGy
¢How (will it be) when the angels will take their souls at death,
striking their faces and their backs?¥

That is, how their situation will be when the angels come to
take their lives, and their souls cling to their bodies, causing
the angels to extract them by force, harshness, and beating.
This is similar to Allah’s saying,
'((;"J/—/’u iriy Sppa A e :ﬂ;‘ S w5
¢If you could but see when the angels take away the lives of the
disbelievers, striking their faces and their backs.$ (8:50)

And His saying,

s o Lo

€Ll L TG S5 o5 o S0 5 5
&If you could but see when the wrongdoers are in the agonies of
death, while the angels extend their handsy (6:93).
meaning, to beat them.

A L B B O3B A @ oA ol E ;:sa AR PSRt
) G5880 ool

¢(saying): ‘'Deliver your souls! This day vyou will be

recompensed with the torment of degradation because of what

you used to utter against Allah other than the truth, and
because you used to arrogantly reject His signs.”¥ (6:93)

Because of the above, Allah says,
) B8 555 e sy Wi X T S8 <y
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4¢That is because they
pursued what angered
Allah and disliked what
earns His pleasure, so
He rendered their deeds
worthless .3
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4€29. Or do those in
whose hearts is a dis-
ease, think that Allah
will not expose their ill-
wills?$

430. Had We so willed,
We could have shown

them clearly to you, so that you would know them by their marks;
but you will know them by the tone of their speech! And Allah knows

(all) your deeds .

431. And We will surely, try you until We know those who strive
among you and the patient, and We will put to a test all your

affairs .p

Exposing the Hidden Secret of the Hypocrites

Allah says,

) P
2 Y R

i N, A I s A
Wil &l 2 ) o) Got apsl &

it 22

4Or do those in whose hearts is disease think that Allah would

never expose their ill-wills?$
meaning, do the hypocrites think that

Allah will not expose
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their affair to His believing servant? Yes indeed, He will expose
their affair and manifest it so that those with insight will be
able to understand it. In that regard, Alldh revealed Sirah
Bara’ah (or At-Tawbah), in which He clarified the hypocrites’
scandals, and pinpointed their practices that are indicative of
their hypocrisy. Because of that, this Sirah (Surah Bard’ah) is
also called “The Exposer”. Adghdn is the plural of Dighn,
which means what the souls harbor of envy and hatred toward
Islam and its people who support it.

Allah then says,

€l S RN S 5
¢Had We so willed, We could have shown them clearly to you,
so that you would know them by their marks.$
Allah is telling His Messenger #, “Had We willed, O
Muhammad, We would have shown you the specific
individuals who are hypocrites, so that you would plainly
know them.” However, Allah did not do that in regard to all of
the hypocrites. He conceals His creation, lets their affairs run
according to apparent purity, and leaves the inner secrets to
the One Who is well aware of them.
Allah then adds,
€T 5N o HESY
4But you will know them by the tone of their speech!y
which means, ‘you will know them by their speech that reveals
their intentions.” A person declares his association through the
context and meaning of his words — as the Commander of the
faithful ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan, may Allah be pleased with him,
said, “Never would one conceal a secret but Allah will expose it
by the look on his face and the uncontrolled words of his

tongue.”
Allah then says,

ETER

¢And We will surely try youp meaning, ‘We will surely test you
with commands and prohibitions.’

K U et K Gugndl 4 Ed
guntil We know those who strive among you and the patient,
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and We will put to a test all your affairs.

There is absolutely no doubt that Allah’s knowledge precedes
the occurrence of all events. [n this Ayah, “until We know”
means ‘until We know of its occurrence.” This is why Ibn
‘Abbas said in regard to this and similar texts, “Except so that
We may know, means, so that We may see.”

» s <

i ol A 58 O b G ’,su)«n\wuobu“ S0 4y
Tt g JRA0 Al A0 AT Tl O ¢l e A L 62 4
oA S SR o5 30 (.3 & 9ol o2 BAZS 108 ol 3 e 5K

o K L ) RG an AT 2T Jal Gy B B s

432. Verily, those who disbelieve, and hinder from the path of
Allah, and oppose the Messenger, after the guidance has been
clearly shown to them, they will not harm Allah in the least,
but He will make their deeds fruitless,¥

433. O you who believe! Obey Alldh, and obey the Messenger
and invalidate not your deeds .}

€34. Verily, those who disbelieved and obstructed others from
the path of Allah and then died as disbelievers - never will
Allah not forgive them .¥

435. So do not lose heart and beg for peace while you are
superior. Allah is with you and He will never deprive you of
(the reward of) your deeds .

Nullifying the Disbelievers’ Deeds and the Command to
chase Them

Allah then informs about those who disbelieve, obstruct others
from the path of Allah, oppose the Messenger ¥ and contend
with him, and revert from the faith after guidance has become
clear to them. He indicates that those people can never harm
Allah in the least, and rather they only harm themselves and
become losers on the Day of Resurrection. He will nullify their
deeds. Allah will not reward them even the weight of a
mosquito (i.e., the smallest thing) for any good that they did
before their apostasy, but would instead totally invalidate and
destroy it. Their apostasy wipes away their good deeds entirely,
just as the good deeds would normally wipe away the evil
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deeds. Imam Ahmad Ibn Nasr Al-Marwazi reported in Kitdab
As-Saldh (the Book of Prayer) that Abu Al-‘Aliyah said, “The
Prophet’s Companions used to think that no sin would harm a
person who says ‘Ld ilaha illallah,” just as no good deed would
benefit a person who joins partners with Allah. So Allah
revealed,

KR S 5250 15 4
€Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and do not invalidate
your deeds. ¥

This made them fear that some sins could nullify their
deeds.”"

It has also been reported from Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be
pleased with him, that he said, “We, the Companions of
Allah’s Messenger £, used to think that good deeds would all
be accepted, until Allah revealed,

I T4 S 3256 1 31 iy
4Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and do not invalidate
your deeds .3

So we asked each other: ‘What is it that can nullify our
deeds?’ So we said, ‘The major sins, great offenses that require
admission into the Fire and immoral sins.” But then Allah
revealed,

55 2 A5 58 G ks BB S nD A A3
¢Verily, Allah does not forgive joining partners with Him in
worship, but He forgives except that to whom He wills.¥ (4:48)

After this was revealed, we ceased saying that. We thereafter
continued to fear for those who committed great sins and
immoral sins and to have hope for those who did not.”?

Then, Allah commands His believing servants to obey Him
and His Messenger #, which would result in their happiness
in this worldly life and the Hereafter. He also prohibits them
from apostasy, because that would result in the nullification of
their deeds. Thus He says,

(' As-Salah by Al-Marwazi 2 :645.
2l As-Salah by Al-Marwazi 2 :646.
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€5 Ty
gand do not invalidate your deeds.y meaning, by apostasy. Thus,
Allah says after this,

e o

évz;’i-us\puh)h{r-;L»CFJ\Juuo;uij&j‘/éL)

¢ Verily, those who disbelieved and obstructed others from the
path of Allah and then died as disbelievers - never will Allah
forgive them.%

This is similar to His saying,
I 1 85 55 0 R YA
& Verily, Allah does not forgive joining partners with Him in
worship, but He forgives except that to whom He wills.¥ (4:48)

Allah then addresses His believing servants by saying,
€15 siyp

%S0 do not lose hearty meaning, do not be weak concerning
the enemies.

& 2l J) 55

¢and beg for peacey meaning, compromise, peace, and ending the
fighting between you and the disbelievers while you are in a
position of power, both in great numbers and preparations.
Thus, Allah says,

AT

GRNT A B ) B 1 S

€S0 do not lose heart and beg for peace while you are
superior .
meaning, in the condition of your superiority over your enemy.
If, on the other hand, the disbelievers are considered more
powerful and numerous than the Muslims, then the Imam
(general commander) may decide to hold a treaty if he judges
that it entails a benefit for the Muslims. This is like what
Allah’s Messenger # did when the disbelievers obstructed him
from entering Makkah and offered him treaty in which all
fighting would stop between them for ten years. Consequently,
he # agreed to that.
Allah then says:
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¢And Allah is with youp This contains the good news of victory

and triumph over the enemies.
A % 5y
¢and He will never deprive you of (the reward of) your deeds.y

meaning, Allah will never invalidate your deeds, nullify them,
or deprive you of them, but rather He will give you your
rewards complete, without any reduction.” And Alldh knows

best.
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436. This worldly life is only amusement and diversion. And if
you believe and have Taqwa of Allah, He will grant you your

rewards, and will not ask from you (to sacrifice all of) your
possessions. ¥

437. If He would demand of you all of it and urge you, you
would withhold. And He will expose your (secret) ill-wills.$

438. Here you are now invited to spend in Allah's cause; but
among you are those who withhold (stingily). And whoever acts
stingily is but stingy toward himself. For Allah is indeed free of
needs, while you are the needy. And if you turn away, He will
replace you with other people; then they will not be like you .3

Showing the Triviality of the Worldly Life and

encouraging Spending

Expressing the insignificance and worthlessness of the worldly

life, Allah says,
€65 23 ¢ s e

4This worldly life is only amusement and diversion .y

which means that such is its outcome, except for that which

is done for the sake of Allah. Because of this, Allah says,
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¢And if you believe and have Taqwa of Allah, He will grant

you your rewards, and will not ask from you (to sacrifice all of)
Your possessions. ¥

meaning, He is in no need of you, and asks you for nothing.
He only ordained giving charity from your wealth so that you
would help your needy brothers. The benefit of that would
then come back to you, as well as the rewards.

Allah then says,

QU st G

#If He would demand of you all of it and urge you, you would

withhold . %
meaning, if He pressures you much, you would become stingy.

$RS 5, %5p
¢And He will expose your (secret) ill-wills.$ Qatadah said, “Allah
knows that extracting wealth (i.e., money from people) brings
about ill-wills.”") Indeed, Qatadah has said the truth, because
money is dear to the people, and they do not spend it except in
things that are dearer to them than it.
Allah then says,
30 il B g o Vad ot S )
4¢Here you are now invited to spend in Allah’s cause; but
among you are those who withhold (stingily) .

meaning, they refuse to spend. Allah continues,
¢And whoever acts stingily is but stingy toward himself.»

meaning, he only reduces his own rewards, and the bad
outcome of that will come back to him.

¢For Allah is indeed Al-Ghaniy
Allah is in need of nothing else, whereas everything is ever in

1} ‘Abdur-Razzaq 3:224.
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need of Him. Thus, Allah says,
€ 25
dwhile you are the needy .3

meaning, specifically of Him. The description of Allah as Al-
Ghani {in no need) is a necessary description of Alldh; on the
other hand, the description of the creation as Fagr (needy) is a
necessary description for them that they cannot avoid.

Allah then says,

£z <b¥
€And if you turn away,$ which means, if you turn away from
obeying Him and adhering to His Laws.

LS AR R G 9 N TS
¢He will replace you with other people; then they will not be
like you .»
meaning, rather, they will be people who will listen to Him and
obey His commands.

This concludes the Tafsir of Surat Al-Qital And Allah is
worthy of all praise and gratitude.
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The Tafsir of Surat Al-Fath
(Chapter - 48)

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah

The Merit of Surah Al-Fath

Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘Abdullah bin Mughaffal, who said
that Allah’s Messenger ¥ recited Sitrah Al-Fath on the (day) of
the conquest of Makkah, riding on his she-camel. He recited it
in a vibrating and pleasant tone. Mu‘awiyah (a subnarrator)
added: “Were I not afraid that the people would crowd around
me, I would surely try to imitate and produce his recitation.”
Both Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this Hadith through
Shubah.

= A
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

cres BN, LZeh Ko sr err
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¢1. Verily, We have given you a manifest victory.$

42. That Allah may forgive you your sins of the past and the
future, and complete His favor on you, and guide you on the
straight path,»

¢3. And that Allah may help you with strong help .3

The Reason behind revealing Siirat Al-Fath

This honorable Sirah was revealed after the Messenger of
Allah £ returned from the area of Al-Hudaybiyyah, during the
month of Dhul-Qa‘dah, in the sixth year of Hijrah. This is
when the idolators prevented him from reaching Al-Masjid Al-
Haram to perform the ‘Umrah he intended. They stopped the
Prophet # from reaching Makkah at that time, but then were
prone to peace negotiations. A peace treaty was conducted
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stipulating that the Messenger # would return this year and
then come back for ‘Umrah the following year. The Messenger
# agreed. However, some of the Companions disliked these
terms, including Umar bin Al-Khattab, as we will mention in
detail, Allah willing, while explaining this Strah. After the
Prophet #£ slaughtered his sacrificial animals in the area
where he was stopped and headed back to Al-Madinah, Allah
the Exalted and Most Honored revealed this Siarah about what
occurred between him and the idolators. Allah declared the Al-
Hudaybiyyah peace treaty a manifest victory, because of the
benefits peace would carry and the good results that did
originate from it. ‘Abdullah bin Masud and other Companions
said, “You consider the conquering of Makkah to be Al-Fath
(the victory), while to us, Al-Fath is the treaty conducted at Al-
Hudaybiyyah.” Jabir (bin ‘Abdullah) said, “We only considered
Al-Fath to be the day of Hudaybiyyah!”!! Al-Bukhari recorded
that Al-Bara’ (bin ‘Azib) said, “You consider Al-Fath to be the
conquest of Makkah, which was indeed a victory. However, we
consider Al-Fath to be the pledge of Ar-Ridwdn on. the Day of
Al-Hudaybiyyah. Then, we were fourteen hundred with the
Messenger of Allah . Al-Hudaybiyyah had a well, whose
water we consumed, not leaving a drop of water in it. When
the news of what happened reached the Messenger of Allah &,
he came towards us and sat on the edge of the well. Then he
asked to be brought a bucket of water and used it for
ablution. He next rinsed his mouth, invoked Allah and poured
that water into the well. Soon after, that well provided us, as
well as our animals, with sufficient water, in whatever amount
of water we wished.”?!

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab said, “We
were with the Messenger of Allah £ on a trip, and I asked him
about a matter three times, but he did not answer me. So I
said to myself, ‘May your mother lose you, O son of Al-
Khattab! You were stubborn in repeating your question three
times to the Messenger of Allah #%; each time he did not
respond to you.” So I mounted my animal, my camel, and went
ahead for fear that a part of the Qur'an might be revealed in

(11 At-Tabari 22:201.
2l Fath Al-Bari 7:505.



124 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

my case. Suddenly, I heard a caller calling, ‘O Umar!’ So, I
went to the Messenger # while fearing that part of the Qur’an
was revealed about me. The Prophet #¢ said,
GEOd G R G G BN G g 5T e T2 B0 g 05
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«Last night, a Stirah was revealed to me that is dearer to me
than this life and all that it contains: €Verily, We have given
you a manifest victory. That Allah may forgive you your sins of
the past and the future ']

Al-Bukhari, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa’l collected this Hadith
from several chains of narration through Malik, may Allah
grant him His mercy.?! ‘Ali bin Al-Madini commented, “This is
a good chain of narration consisting of the scholars of Al-
Madinah.” Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said,
“This Ayah was revealed to the Prophet &,

55 5 A5 o £AE G A KT
¢That Allah may forgive you your sins of the past and the
future, ¥
on his return from Al-Hudaybiyyah. The Prophet £ said,
«Tonight, an Ayah, that is dearer to me than all that the earth
carries, was revealed to me.»

The Prophet # recited the Ayah to them. They said,
‘Congratulations, O Allah’s Messenger! Allah the Exalted and
Most Honored has stated what He will do with you. So what
will He do with us?’ These Ayat were revealed to the Prophet
%%’
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4¢That He may admit the believing men and the believing
women to Gardens under which rivers flow...¥, until,

(1 Ahmad 1:31.

(2] Fath Al-Bari 8:675, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:167, An-Nasa’i in Al
Kubra 6:461.
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£...a supreme success.»”!l This Hadith is recorded in the Two
Sahihs.”! Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Mughirah bin Shu*“
bah said, “The Prophet # used to pray until both his feet were
swollen. He was asked, ‘Has not Allah forgiven you all your
sins of the past and of future?’ He # said,

(815,55 132 5,81 6D

«Should I not be a thankful servant?™® The two collectors of the
Sahihs collected this Hadith, as well as, the rest of the Group,
except Abu Dawud.[*!

Allah’s statement,

*

¢ Verily, We have given you a manifest victory.¥ means, clear and
apparent victory. This Ayah is about the treaty at Al-Huday-
biyyah, which resulted in great goodness, including people
embracing Islam in large crowds and having the chance to meet
each other openly. During that time, the believers preached to
the idolators and thus beneficial knowledge and faith spread all
around. Allah’s statement,

% cZer
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¢That Allah may forgive you vyour sins of the past and the
future, ¥

contains one of the special virtues of the Messenger #£, and no
one else shares this honor with him. There is not an authentic
Hadith that states that any person other than the Messenger
& earned forgiveness for all of his sins of the past and future
on account of performing good deeds. This, indeed, is a great
honor for the Messenger of Allah #, who fulfilled the

(11 Ahmad 3:197.
121 Fath Al-Bari 7:516, Muslim 3:1413.
Bl Ahmad 4 :55.

(4] Al-Bukhari no. 4836, Muslim no. 2819, At-Tirmidhi no. 412, An-
Nasal 3:219 and Ibn Majah no. 1419.
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requirements of Allah’s obedience, righteousness and
straightness at a level never surpassed by a human being in
past generations, nor will it ever be surpassed in the
generations to come. Muhammad #£ is the perfect human
being and the leader and chief of all mankind in this life and
the Hereafter. And since he was, and will always be, the most
obedient of Allah’s creation to Him and the most honoring of
Allah’s commands and prohibitions, he said when his she-
camel insisted on kneeling down,

(el s i
«He Who stopped the elephant, has stopped her too.»
The Prophet #£ then declared,

ot o 8 R o Gl Y g o i

(g
By the Name of Him in Whose Hand my soul is, this day, if
they ask me anything which will respect the ordinances of
Allah, I will grant it to them !

And when the Messenger # obeyed Allah and accepted the
peace offer from the Quraysh, Allah the Exalted said to him,
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€ Verily, We have given you a manifest victory. That Allah may
forgive you your sins of the past and the future, and complete
His favor on you,%

in this life and the Hereafter,

2 0 S5
¢and guide you on the straight path,¥ with the glorious legislation
and the straight religion that He ordains on you,
¢And that Allah may help you with strong help.$ due to your
obedience of the orders of Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored,;

(1) Fath Al-Bari 5:388.
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Allah will elevate your
status and give you
victory above your
enemies. An authentic
Hadith states,
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«No servant pardons but
Allah grants him honor,
and none humbles him-
self for Allah except that
Allah the exalted and

sublime raises him (in
rank) »1

‘Umar bin Al-Khattab
said, “You will never
punish someone who
disobeyed Alldh with
you better than
obeying Allah the
Exalted and Most
Honored with him.”
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¢4. He it is Who sent down As-Sakinah into the hearts of the
believers, that they may grow more in faith along with their
faith. And to Allah belong the armies of the heavens and the

11 Muslim 4 :2001.
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earth, and Allgh is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise .3

45. That He may admit the believing men and the believing
women to Gardens under which rivers flow to abide therein
forever, and He may expiate from them their sins; and that is
with Allah supreme success,¥

46. And that He may punish the hypocrites men and women,
and also the idolators men and women, who think evil thoughts
about Allah, for them is a disgraceful torment. And the anger
of Allah is upon them, and He has cursed them and prepared
Hell for them and worst indeed is that destination.y

47. And to Allah belong the armies of the heavens and the
earth. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise .$

Allah sent down the Sakinah into the Hearts of the
Believers

Allah the Exalted said,
sl Gl off 5

€He it is Who sent down As-Sakinah¥, meaning, tranquility.
Qatadah commented, “Grace into the hearts of the believers”,
that is, the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, on
the Day of Al-Hudaybiyyah. The companions were they, who
accepted the call of Allah and His Messenger #% and obeyed the
decisions of Allah and His Messenger #. When their hearts
felt content with acceptance and were at peace, Allah increased
their faith, joining it to the faith they already had. Al-Bukhairi,
and other Imams, relied on this Ayah as proof that faith
increases and decreases in the hearts. Allah the Exalted said
next that had He willed, He would have inflicted defeat on the
disbelievers, Allah says;
CAG o520 35 4
4And to Allah belong the armies of the heavens and the earth¥

and had He willed to send only one angel to them, that angel
would have brought destruction to all what they had. However,
Allah the Exalted willed Jihad and fighting to be established
for, and by, the believers for great wisdom, clear reasons and

unequivocal evidences that He had in all this. This is why
Allah the Great said next,
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¢and Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise.»
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,

¢That He may admit the believing men and the believing
women to Gardens under which rivers flow to abide therein
forever, ¥
We mentioned the Hadith that Anas narrated in which the
Companions said, “Congratulations, O Allah’s Messenger! This
good news is for you, so what good news do we have?” Allah
the Exalted sent down this Ayah,

4¢That He may admit the believing men and the believing
women to Gardens under which rivers flow to abide therein
forever 3!}

meaning they will remain in Paradise forever,
€opis S AP
4and He may expiate from them their sins;$ Allah will not punish
them for their errors and mistakes. Rather, He will forgive,

absolve and pardon them and cover the errors, grant mercy
and appreciate,
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gand that is with Allah supreme success.p Allah the Exalted said in
a similar Ayah,
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~ ¢And whoever is removed away from the Fire and admitted to
Paradise, he indeed is successful . (3:185) Allah said,
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¢And that He may punish the hypocrites, men and women,

(11 Fath Al-Bari7:516.
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and also the idolators, men and women, who think evil
thoughts about Allah, %

who question the wisdom in Allah’s decisions and think that
the Messenger #£ and his Companions, may Allah be pleased
with them, might be killed and exterminated. This is why Allah
the Exalted said,

AL L B ) AT TN oy

&for them is a disgraceful torment. And the anger of Allah is
upon them, and He has cursed them$

He has cast them away from His mercy,
B
s 2oy 5 43Iy

¢and prepared Hell for them - and worst indeed is that
destination .$

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored asserted His ability to
take revenge from the enemies of Islam and all disbelievers
and hypocrites,
€S 57 8106 AN o5 322 53
¢And to Allah belong the armies of the heavens and the earth.
And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.$
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48. Verily, We.have sent you as a witness, as a bearer of glad
tidings, and as a warner .»

49. In order that you (O mankind) may believe in Allah and
His Messenger and that you Tu'azzirith and Tuwagqqirith, and
Tusabbihith Bukrah and Asila.

410. Verily, those who give pledge to you, they are giving
pledge to Allah. The Hand of Allah is over their hands. Then
whosoever breaks his pledge, breaks it only to his own harm;

and whosoever fulfills what he has the covenants he makes with
Allah, He will bestow on him a great reward.®
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Qualities of the Messenger of Allah
Allah the Exalted says to His Prophet, Muhammad %,

RO
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¢Verily, We have sent you as a witness,$ of the creation,
L {8
¢as a bearer of glad tidings,¥ to the believers,

€535
¢and as a warner.3 to the disbelievers. We explained these
meanings in the Tafsir of Surat Al-Ahzab.!'! Allah said,

€55 405 5 1

¢In order that you may believe in Allah and His Messenger,
and that you Tu'azzirihy ¢

or you honor him, according to ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas and
several others,?!

€35
¢and Tuwaqqirithy, where Tawgir means, respect, honor and
high regard, .
( ;‘ > : /»!3
¢and that you Tusabbihithy, glorify Allah’s praises,

i foe

Ol ey
¢Bukrah and Asilay, the early and late part of the day.

The Pledge of Ar-Ridwan
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored honors, regards and
praises His Messenger # by saying,
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11 See volume seven, the Tafsir of Strat Al-Ahzab (33: 45 - 46)
2] At-Tabari 22:207.
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¢ Verily, those who give pledge to you, they are giving pledge
to Allah %

Allah the Exalted and Most High said in a